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Maybe Scrolly?

We have more @CoreCivic documents. They reveal pervasive and extended non-

compliance with staffing and other requirements at @TrousdaleTurner. They also

reveal that @TNTDOC1 knows about all of it and that its former Commissioner

lobbied to protect the company. Let’s dig in. 🧵


First, some context. We represent a mother whose son was murdered at @CoreCivic’s Trousdale Murder

Correctional Center, Tennessee’s most dangerous and notorious prison. He was one of far too many CoreCivic

victims. The case gives us subpoena power.

Trousdale Turner inmate 'would not be dead' if CoreCivic staffed prisons properly, lawsuit claims
Terry Childress' death at Trousdale Turner prison north of Nashville is one of a growing string of prison homicides reported
there.

https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/crime/2022/02/18/lawsuit-seeks-damages-changes-corecivic-following-prison-death-tr…

Through subpoenas, we’ve been able to get documents about the prison that @CoreCivic produced in past cases

but was able to keep hidden from public view. Like a document demonstrating that they banned purchase of the

Quran and the Torah, but not the Bible.

https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/religion/2022/05/18/trousdale-turner-tennessee-prison-muslim-inmates-quran-banned…

Past documents have showed MASSIVE understaffing: Something that everyone knows is true and that @TNCOT

has repeatedly found was true during audits, but which @CoreCivic falsely denies at every opportunity (just ask

@CaresseJ and others).
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8:45 PM · May 4, 2022

Read the full conversation on Twitter

28 Reply Share

Read 3 replies

Let’s hear from one of the @TNTDOC1’s on-site compliance monitors about the staffing problem at

@TrousdaleTurner. Is it a secret? 


No. The facility has literally never had compliant staffing levels. Never. And the TDOC knows it because it

documents it.

What about the TDOC’s other on-site monitor? Did he get duped? 


No. Leaving critical posts unstaffed there is “a common thing,” he says. “At least once a day.”
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What else do we learn from these on-site compliance monitors? Well, we learn things like @CoreCivic is

submitting falsified staffing records to @TNTDOC1, and that the TDOC is aware of it.
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We learn how the weapons that end up being used to murder inmates avoid detection. It’s because @CoreCivic

isn’t exactly looking for them.
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We learn that @CoreCivic’s noncompliance is persistent and recurring and is not even close to being limited to

staffing issues.
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But mostly we learn that massively deficient and constitutionally non-compliant staffing is just business as fucking

usual at @TrousdaleTurner.
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We also learn that they are just constantly misrepresenting their staffing levels and that @TNTDOC1 is aware.

Given all of this, it’s fair to wonder: Why on earth does @TNTDOC1 just sit idly by and let this happen? Shouldn’t

they do something?


There’s a chilling answer: They insist it is not their responsibility. It’s @CoreCivic’s. They’re just supposed to

document things and move on. Follow Us on Twitter!  Tweet  Share
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Let’s talk about what @TNTDOC1 *can* do, though. The contract with @CoreCivic provides for liquidated

damages when they fail to adhere to contract requirements. And boy have they failed to adhere. There have been

“millions of dollars” in damages assessed for this facility alone.
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And the @TNTDOC1’s Inspector General attests that *if the Commissioner wanted to,* he could declare

@TrousdaleTurner a security risk and assume control of the facility.
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Was that something that @TonyParkerTN1—recently the Commissioner of @TNTDOC1, now essentially a

spokesperson for the private prison industry and working for an organization substantially funded by it—ever

considered? He did not. Not even a conversation about it.
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Now wait, perhaps he just didn’t know, and the information somehow never reached him. Is that possible?


No. Ask him. He himself said the deficiencies were serious.
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So what *did* he do? It’s staggering. Before making a lucrative landing as as an apologist for the private prison

industry, @TonyParkerTN1—as @TNTDOC1 Commissioner—lobbied for lower non-compliance penalties because

he was worried about harming @CoreCivic’s bottom line.
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This degree of profit-motivated deliberate indifference—which is regularly killing people—is obscene at a level that

even I find surprising. But don’t take my word for it. You can read the latest documents for yourself—freely

available on PACER—right here:

TDOC Depositions (Filed)
Shared with Dropbox

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/kp8rrq05hdrunaldhg1zn/h?dl=0&rlkey=na2enf348prjoiak8m8ubfy37
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