
     DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20223

Freedom of Information Act Program
Communications Center
245 Murray Lane, S.W., Building T-5
Washington, D.C. 20223

Date: May 11, 2022

Emily Crose
MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 411A Highland Ave
Somerville, MA 02144
Email: 124636-03573807@requests.muckrock.com

File Number: 20220225   

Dear Requester: 

This is the final response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, originally received 
by the United States Secret Service (Secret Service) on February 28, 2022, for information 
pertaining to Internal records related to the yearly "DEFCON" conference taking place in Las 
Vegas, NV (Date Range for Record Search: From 1/1/1993 To 2/28/2022).

Afte�r a d�tail�d r�vi�w of all pot�ntially r�sponsiv� r�cords, 9 pag�(s) w�r� r�l�as�d and 0 pag�(s) 
w�r� withh�ld in th�ir �ntir�ty.  Afte�r consid�ring th� "For�s��abl� Harm" standard, outlin�d in 
Titl� 5 U.S.C § 552(a)(8)(A)(i) and D�partm�nt of Justic� guidanc�, �x�mptions und�r FOIA Statut� 
Titl� 5 U.S.C. § 552, and/or th� PA Statut� Titl� 5 U.S.C. § 552a, hav� b��n appli�d wh�r� d��m�d 
appropriat�.

Enclosed are the documents responsive to your request, as well as a document that explains the 
exemptions in more detail.  Withheld information is pursuant to the exemptions marked below.

Section 552 (FOIA)

[   ] (b) (1) [   ] (b) (2)         [   ] (b) (3)  Statute:      
[   ] (b) (4) [   ] (b) (5)         [X] (b) (6) [   ] (b) (7) (A) [   ] (b) (7) (B)
[X] (b) (7) (C) [   ] (b) (7) (D)         [X] (b) (7) (E) [   ] (b) (7) (F) [   ] (b) (8)

The following checked item(s) also apply to your request:



[   ] Fees:  In the processing of this FOIA request, no fees are being assessed.

[   ] Other:       

If you deem our decision an adverse determination, you may exercise your appeal rights.  Should 
you wish to file an administrative appeal, your appeal should be made in writing and received 
within ninety (90) days of the date of this letter, by writing to:  Freedom of Information Appeal, 
Deputy Director, U.S. Secret Service, Communications Center, 245 Murray Lane, S.W., Building 
T-5, Washington, D.C. 20223.  If you choose to file an administrative appeal, please explain the 
basis of your appeal and reference the case number listed above.

Additionally, you have the right to seek dispute resolution services from the Office of 
Government Information Services (OGIS) which mediates disputes between FOIA requesters 
and Federal agencies as a non-exclusive alternative to litigation.  Please note that contacting the 
Secret Service’s FOIA Program and/or OGIS is not an alternative to filing an administrative 
appeal and does not stop the 90-day appeal clock.  You may contact OGIS at: Office of 
Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi
Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001.  You may also reach OGIS via e-mail at 
ogis@nara.gov, telephone at 202-741-5770/toll free at (877) 684-6448, or facsimile at (202) 741-
5769.

If you need any further assistance, or would like to discuss any aspect of your request, please 
contact our FOIA Public Liaison Kevin Tyrrell, at (202) 406-6370.  Alternatively, you may send 
an e-mail to foia@usss.dhs.gov.  

FOIA File No. 20220225 is assigned to your request.  Please refer to this file number in all future 
communication with this office.

Sincerely,  

 
 

Kevin L. Tyrrell
Freedom of Information Act Officer
Office of Intergovernmental and Legislative Affairs

Enclosure:
FOIA and Privacy Act Exemption List

mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:foia@usss.dhs.gov


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

Provisions of the Freedom of Information Act do not apply to matters that are:

(b) (1) (A) sp�cificcally authoriz�d und�r crit�ria �stablish�d by an Ex�cutiv� Ord�r to b� k�pt S�cr�t in th� int�r�st of national d�f�ns� or for�ign 
policy; and (B) ar� in fact prop�rly classific�d pursuant to such Ex�cutiv� Ord�r;

(b) (2)      r�lat�d sol�ly to th� int�rnal p�rsonn�l rul�s and practic�s of any ag�ncy;

(b) (3) sp�cificcally �x�mpt�d from disclosur� by statut� (oth�r than s�ction 552b of this titl�), if that statut�: (A)(i) r�quir�s that th� matte�rs b� 
withh�ld from th� public in such a mann�r as to l�av� no discr�tion on th� issu�, or (ii) �stablish�s particular crit�ria for withholding or r�f�rs 
to particular typ�s of matte�rs to b� withh�ld; and (B) is �nact�d afte�r th� dat� of �nactm�nt of th� OPEN FOIA Act of 2009;

(b) (4) trad� s�cr�ts and comm�rcial or ficnancial information obtain�d from a p�rson and is privil�g�d or conficd�ntial;

(b) (5) int�r-ag�ncy or intra-ag�ncy m�morandums or l�tte�rs which would not b� availabl� by law to a party oth�r than an ag�ncy in litigation with 
th� ag�ncy; provid�d that th� d�lib�rativ� proc�ss privil�g� shall not apply to r�cords cr�at�d 25 y�ars or mor� b�for� th� dat� on which th� 
r�cords w�r� r�qu�st�d; 

(b) (6) p�rsonn�l ficl�s and m�dical ficl�s and similar ficl�s th� disclosur� of which would constitut� a cl�arly unwarrant�d invasion of p�rsonal privacy;

(b) (7) r�cords or information compil�d for law �nforc�m�nt purpos�s, but only to th� �xt�nt that th� information:  (A) could r�asonably b� �xp�ct�d 
to int�rf�r� with �nforc�m�nt proc��dings; (B) would d�priv� a p�rson of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication; (C) could 
r�asonably b� �xp�ct�d to constitut� an unwarrant�d invasion of p�rsonal privacy;  (D) could r�asonably b� �xp�ct�d to disclos� th� id�ntity of
a conficd�ntial sourc�, including a Stat�, local, for�ign ag�ncy or authority, or any privat� institution that furnish�d information on a 
conficd�ntial basis, and/or wh�n r�cords/information compil�d by a criminal law �nforc�m�nt authority in th� cours� of a criminal 
inv�stigation, or by an ag�ncy conducting a lawful national s�curity int�llig�nc� inv�stigation, information furnish�d by a conficd�ntial sourc�; 
(E) would disclos� t�chniqu�s and proc�dur�s for law �nforc�m�nt inv�stigations or pros�cutions, or would disclos� guid�lin�s for law 
�nforc�m�nt inv�stigations or pros�cutions if such disclosur� could r�asonably b� �xp�ct�d to risk circumv�ntion of th� law; (F) could 
r�asonably b� �xp�ct�d to �ndang�r th� lif� or physical saf�ty of any individual;

(b) (8) contain�d in or r�lat�d to �xamination, op�rating, or condition r�ports pr�par�d by, on b�half of, or for th� us� of an ag�ncy r�sponsibl� for 
r�gulation or sup�rvision of ficnancial institutions; and 

(b) (9)      g�ological and g�ophysical information and data, including maps, conc�rning w�lls.

PRIVACY ACT
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a

The provisions of the Privacy Act do not apply to:

(d) (5) mat�rial compil�d in r�asonabl� anticipation of a civil action or proc��ding;

(j) (2) mat�rial r�porting inv�stigativ� �ffoorts p�rtaining to �nforc�m�nt of criminal law including �ffoorts to pr�v�nt, control, or r�duc� crim� or 
appr�h�nd criminals;

(k)(1) mat�rial that is curr�ntly and prop�rly classific�d pursuant to an Ex�cutiv� Ord�r in th� int�r�st of national d�f�ns� or for�ign policy;

(k) (2) mat�rial compil�d during inv�stigations for law �nforc�m�nt purpos�s (with c�rtain �x�mptions);

(k) (3) mat�rial maintain�d in conn�ction with providing prot�ctiv� s�rvic�s to th� Pr�sid�nt of th� Unit�d Stat�s or oth�r individuals pursuant to 
s�ction 3056 of Titl� 18;

(k) (5) inv�stigatory mat�rial compil�d sol�ly for th� purpos� of d�t�rmining suitability, �ligibility, or qualificcations for F�d�ral civilian �mploym�nt, 
military s�rvic�, F�d�ral contracts, or for acc�ss to classific�d information, but only to th� �xt�nt that th� disclosur� of such mat�rial would 
r�v�al th� id�ntity of th� p�rson who furnish�d information to th� Gov�rnm�nt und�r an �xpr�ss promis� that th� id�ntity of th� sourc� 
would b� h�ld in conficd�nc�, or prior to S�pt�mb�r 27, 1975, und�r an impli�d promis� that th� id�ntity of th� sourc� would b� h�ld in 
conficd�nc�; and 



(k) (6) t�sting or �xamination mat�rial us�d sol�ly to d�t�rmin� individual qualificcations for appointm�nt or promotion in th� F�d�ral s�rvic�-th� 
disclosur� of which would compromis� th� obj�ctivity or fairn�ss of th� t�sting or �xamination proc�ss.


