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COMPLAINT

“ThePlaintifffils this Complaint for defamation, false light, and intentional infliction of

‘emotional distress, and alleges as follows:

INTRODUCTION

Defendants have unlawfully published and/or republished defamatory falsehoods, made

‘with knowledge of its falsity and/or with reckless disregard for the truth. Plaintiff, Vincent
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Bemard Orange, Sr. is a public figure based on his many yearsofachievement in the handling

ofpublic affairs as a District of Columbia Councilmember, Democratic National Committeeman,

Attorney, Certified Public Accountant, President and CEO ofa business membership

‘organization and other positions, who shall prove the defamations occurred knowingly false or

with reckless disregard for the truth, under a clear and convincing standard for the named

defendants. The publicationsofthis knowingly false information are ‘extreme and outrageous’

‘conduct on the partofthe Defendants, which intentionally or recklessly caused Vincent B.

Orange S.’s severe emotional distress, unsettlingofhis workplace environment and employment

opportunities, severely damaged his reputation, impacted his family while exacerbating the

emotional distress to be abletomake a livingand supporthis family. Thisaction seeks to remedy

Defendants’ unlawful conduct.

PARTIES AND JURISDICTION

1. Plaintiffis Vincent Bernard Orange, Sr., a forty-two-year resident and citizen of

‘Washington, D.C. residing at 1540 Taylor Street, NE, Washington, D.C. 20017.

2. First named Defendantis the Washington Business Journallocatedat 1555 Wilson Bivd.,

Unit 400, Arlington, Virginia 22209, doing business in Washington, D.C. and the

Washington Region.

3. Second named Defendant is Alex Koma who was a staffreporterand employe for the

Washington Business Journal and the authorofthe Washington Business Journal

defamatory offenses onPlaintiff Vincent Berard Orange, Sr.

4. This Court has personal jurisdiction over the Defendants,
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FACTUAL BACKGROUND

5. Vincent Bemard Orange, Sr. is a forty-two-year resident and citizenofthe District of

Columbia, an attomey and certified public accountant, former elected District of

Columbia official and former President andChief Executive Officerofthe District of

Columbia ChamberofCommerce.

6. The Washington Business Journali the leading source for business news and data for the

‘Washington, D.C. region and features local business news about the Washington, D.C.

Region. The Washington Business Journal paid circulation business-to-business weekly

newspaper is read by 60,000 Washington-area business executives. The Washington

Business Journal also provides tools to help businesses grow, network and hire. The

‘Washington Business Journal's parent company is American City Business Journals.

7. Alex Koma was a StaffReporter and employeeofthe Washington Business Journal for

three years wherehe wrote defamatoryarticles on Vincent Bernard Orange,Sr.,and in

the year 2022 join thestaffofWashington City Paper as the Loose Lips Reporter.

8. On February 12, 2020, Washington Business Journal and Alex Koma authored and

published an article entitled “Vincent Orange says the D.C. Chamber is financially

strong.Hislawyerssaytheopposite”. The articlestated amongstotherthingsthattheDC

Chamber under Vincent Orange show a persistent slide in its fortunes in the last several

years. The articlesatesthe chambersown financial documents hintatother potential

problems facing the organization since August 2016, when Orange took over the top job.

‘The article states while Orange was an at-large councilmember he accepted the
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‘chamber’s top job and initiallyoptedto hold both posts simultaneously ntl eventually

resigningfromthecouncilunderpressurefrom ethics groups.

9. Vincent Orange contactedtheleadership at the Washington Business Journal who

decided to publish on February 21, 2020, Vincent Orange’s Letter to the Editor entitled:

D.C. Chamber is on a positive trajectory”. Vincent Orange asserted that “[aJccording to

the Washington Business Journal's 2020 BookofLists, the D.C. Chamber is the No. 2

ranked chamber in Greater Washington afer ranking fourth in 2017, 2018, and 2019. The

chamber'sstrong revenue performance in 2019ofnearly $3.2millionmay produce the

No. 1 ranking”.

10. Although the Washington Business Journal published Vincent Orange's Letter to the

Editor, it enhanced and re-published Alex Koma’s February 12, 2020, article containing

falsehoods, misleading statements and continued to place Vincent Orange in a false light.

11. The Washington Business Journal and itsstaf reporter, Alex Kom, disregarded the

article written by itsstaffreporter, Andrea Cwieka, on September 5, 2017, entitled “One

‘ear in, D.C. Chamber's Vincent Orange hopes for turnaround”. Andrea Cwicka states

“Vincent Orange, who tookoverthe D.C. Chamber one year ago, wants to boost chamber

revenue to $3 million in three years. . . Orangehopes to tum around the organization's

trajectoryafter aturbulentfewyears,whenHarry Wingo servedinthepostfor just 18

months.”

12. OnMarch22, 2021, and updatedon March 23, 2021,the Washington Business Journal

and Alex Koma published an article entitled “Angela Franco will stay on as permanent

headofthe D.C. Chamber. Here's what she says about her plans.” The article states

amongst other things that Angela Franco will stay on as permanent headofthe D.C.
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ChamberofCommerce .... [bJut before [Orange's] sudden departure, the [chamber] was

on some rocky financial footing, telling aD.C. court this summer that an ongoing legal

dispute threatened its ability to do business. A varietyofprominent financial backers also

abandoned the chamber during Orange's tenure, according to internal documents the

‘Washington Business Journal obtained last year.” The article provided a link to the

internal documents which tumed out to be a link to the February 12, 2020, article entitled

“Vincent Orange says the D.C. Chamber is financially strong. His lawyer says opposite.”

13.Thedocumented record for Vincent Orange under his leadership isthe chamber has

closedeach calendaryearof2016, 2017, 2018,and 2019 with anetpositive increase in

assets totaling in excessof $317,000 and has generated nearly $11 million in revenue,

acquired anew 7,100 square -foot headquarters, obtained 306 new members, maintained

22 circle partnersandhasnothad to utilizethe lineofcreditinthreeyears.Inaddition,

chamber advocacy has resulted in lowering the D.C. corporate franchise tax from 9.75%

10 8.25%,increasingthe D.C. estate tax exemption from$2millionto$5 million,

achieving a commitment to payoffthe bonds on Nationals Stadium 10years early,

eliminating the $600 million carbon emission tax legislative proposal, and tabling the

D.C. False Claims Act. The chamber has published annual Stateofthe Business reports

on “Building a Competitive City” (2019), “Towards A More Inclusive Economy” (2018),

and “Twenty Yearsof Change Since the Revitalization Act” (2017).

14. The Washington Business Jounal failed to mention that Vincent Orange wasan At-Large

Councilmember from April 2011 to August 2016, which were the D.C. Chamber's

turbulent years,and VincentOrangewasonhired on August 16, 2016, tomanagethe

chambers seven employees and turn around the chamber’s trajectory.
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15. The Washington Business Journal and Alex Koma focused on a lawsuit against the

‘chamber and a demand for legal feesof $79,000. The lawsuit is a resultofactivity prior

to Vincent Orange joining the DC Chamber. However, Vincent Orange had to manage

the lawsuit and denied paymentofthe $79,000. The Chamber's account was attached for

the $79,000. Vincent Orange argued the case and the $79,000 was placed in escrow. The

DCCourtof Appealsretumedthe $79,000totheDC Chamberwithinterest. The

Washington Business Journal and Alex Koma never reported to its readership this

revelation.

16. Upon Vincent Orange'sdeparturefromthe DC Chamber on June 30, 2020, Vincent

Orange received this message on July 1, 2020, from the Office Managing Partner of

CohnReznick and the Treasurerofthe D.C. ChamberofCommerce stating “Hey Vince

- [ylou were just what weneeded togetback ontrackand we're in amuch better place

becauseof you. You were instrumental in turning the Chamber around and a tremendous

leaderand role modelforthe business community- please accept my thanks and

gratitude. Personally, I'm honored to have had the opportunity to be on your team. It's

been apleasuretohaveafront row seat to witness your leadership ...”

17. The Washington Business Journal called for Vincent Orange's resignation as the At-

Large Councilmemberon the DC Councilbecause Orange accepted the jobasPresident

and CEOofthe DC Chamber of Commerce calling ita conflictof interest. Alex Koma,

the Washington Business JournalStaffReporter published these sentiments as well.

18. The DC Board of Ethics and Government Accountability issued opinions and/or letters

dated September 26, 2016, August 3, 2017, and September 7, 2017, indicating Vincent
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Orange did not have a conflictofinterest. The Washington Business Journal and Alex

Koma have not published these revelations to its readership.

19. Defendants, Washington Business Journal and Alex Koma, have engaged in defamation

againstPlaintiff Vincent Berard Orange, Sr. with actual maliceand reckless disregard of

the truth. Defendants have unlawfully published and/or republished defamatory

falsehoods with knowledge of ts falsity and/or with reckless disregard for the truth.

COUNT I: DEFAMATION WASHINGTON BUSINESS JOURNAL

20. Plaintiff realleges all preceding paragraphs for this count.

21. Defendant published and/or republishedfalsestatements regarding Plaintiff's

performance as President andChief Executive Officerofthe D.C. Chamber of

Commerce. The Defendanthad the truth at its disposal but ignoreditto the detriment of

PlaintifP’s reputation and character.

22. Defendant published and republished false statements regarding PlaintifP’s conflict of

interest in being an At-Large Councilmember and President andChief Executive Officer

ofthe Chamber of Commerce. The Defendant had the truth at its disposal but ignored it

to the detrimentofthe Plaintiff's reputation and character.

23. But for the Defendants’ publish and/or republishofdefamation, thePlaintiffwould not

have been defamed.

24. These acts, comments and/or publicationsweremade with actual maliceasthey were

contraryto the known truth or the discoveryofthe truthat Defendant's disposal.

25. Therefore, the Defendant knowingly published this information with knowledgeofits

falsehood which proves the actual malice required.
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26. The publications caused harm to the Plaintiff. It diminished and demeaned his character

‘which adversely affects his ability for employment opportunities, appointments and

elections, and the Defendant sought to cause this harm.

27. Butforthese acts by the Defendant, the Plaintiffwould not have suffered the harm of

having his credibility diminished which has now been jeopardized in the present and

future due to these continued acts that have monetary impact.

COUNT I: DEFAMATION ALEX KOMA

28.Plaintiffrealleges all preceding paragraphs for this count.

29. Defendant published and/or republished false statements regarding Plaintiff's

performance as President andChiefExecutive Officerofthe D.C. Chamber of

Commerce. The Defendant had the truth at ts disposal but ignored it to the detriment of

Plaintiff's reputation and character.

30. Defendant published and republished false statements regarding PlaintifP's conflict of

interest in being an At-Large Councilmember and President and ChiefExecutive Officer

ofthe Chamber ofCommerce. The Defendant had the truth at its disposal but ignored it

10 the detrimentofthe Plaintiffs reputation and character.

31. But for the Defendants publish and/or republishofdefamation, thePlaintiffwould not

have been defamed.

32. These acts, comments and/or publications were made with actual malice as they were

contrary to the known truth or the discoveryofthe truth at Defendant's disposal.
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33. Therefore, the Defendant knowingly published this information with knowledgeofits

falsehood whichprovesthe actual malice required.

34. The publications caused harm to the Plaintiff. It diminished and demeaned his character

which adversely affects his ability for employment opportunities, appointments and

elections, and the Defendant sought to cause this harm.

35. Butforthese acts bythe Defendant, thePlaintiffwould not have suffered the harm of

having his credibility diminished which has now been jeopardizedinthe present and

future due o these continued acts that have monetary impact.

COUNT Hl: INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS AS TO ALL

DEFENDANTS

36.Plaintiff realleges all preceding paragraphs for this count as the Defendants are jointly

and severaly liable for their actions for intentional inflictionofemotional distress arising

outofthe same knowingly false statements published to its readership.

37. Defendant published and/or republished false statements regarding Plaintiff's

performance as President and Chief Executive Officer ofthe D.C. Chamber ofCommerce

inflicted intentional emotional distress upon the Plaintiff. The Defendant hadthetruth at

its disposal but ignored it to the detrimentof Plaintiff’ reputation, character and well-

being. This action was intentional with malice by the Defendants which resulted in

emotional distress.

38. Defendant published and republished false statements regarding Plaintiff's conflict of

interest in being an At-Large Councilmember and President and Chief Executive Officer

ofthe Chamber of Commerce. The Defendant had the truth at ts disposal but ignored it
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10 the detrimentofthe PlaintifPs reputation and character. This action was intentional

with malice by the Defendantswhichresultedin emotional distress.

39. But for the Defendants publish and/or republishofdefamation, thePlaintiffwould not

have been defamed.

40. These acts, comments and/or publications were made with actual malice as they were

‘madecontrary to thetruthandthediscoveryofthetruthatDefendants disposal.

41. Therefore, the Defendant knowingly published this information with knowledge of its

falsehood which proves the actual malice required.

42. The publications caused harm to the Plaintiff. Itdiminishedand demeanedhis character

‘which adversely affects his ability for employment opportunites, appointments and

elections, and the Defendant intentionally sought to cause this harm.

43. Butfortheseactsbythe Defendants, thePlaintiff wouldnothavesufferedtheharm of

having his credibility diminished which has now been jeopardized in the present and

futureduetothesecontinued actsthathavemonetary impact.

WHEREFORE, thePlaintiffprays this Court award him, an order declaringPlaintiffwas

harmed by Defendants’ unlawful conduct; the monetary damagesof not less than twenty-five

million dollars ($25,000,000 USD), with joint and several liabilityofthe Defendants, to be

proven at trial; al reasonable attomney’s fees and cost associated with this action; and any further

reliefthis Court may deem just. A JURY TRIAL IS REQUESTED.
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Respectfully Submitted,

Vincent Bemard Orange St
DC Bar 375959
Vincent Orange Esquire
1540 Taylor Street, NE
Washington, D.C. 20017

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Thereby certify that this day, the 22ofMarch2022, the foregoing Complaint was
filed in DC Superior Court, and service is pendingofthe parties.

Vincent Berard Orange Sr. (bao. 375959)
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SUMMONS

“o the above named Defendant
You are hereby summoned and required 0 serve an Answer 0 the attached Complain, either

personally or trough an atomey, within twenty one (31 days afer seice of (his Summons wpon You
exclusiveof the dayofservice. Ifyou are being sued as an officer or agencyofthe United States Govemment
or the District of Columbia Government, you have sixty (60) days after service of this summons to serve your
Answer, A copy of the Answer must be malld (6 he attorney fo the PamUT Who is Sung you. The
otormey's mame an addess appens elow. IPFho erie, a 60 of the Anse mis bs malled
to the plaintiffat the address stated on this Summons.

Yon ar ls required 0 file the original Answer with th Cour in Suite 5000 at 500 Indiana Avenue,
N.W,, between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Fridays or between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon on
‘Saturdays. You may file the original Answer with the Court either before you serve a copy of the Answer on
the plaintiff or within seven (7) days afier you have served the plaintiff. If you fail to file an Answer,
JgdEment by default may be entered agains you for th relief demanded nthe complain
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IMPORTANT: IF YOU FAIL TO FILE AN ANSWER WITHIN THE TIME STATED ABOVE. OR IF, AFTER YOU. <= - *ANSWER, YOUFATTO APPEAR AT ANY TOE THE COURT NOTIFIES YOUT0 DO 80, A JIDOENT BY DEFAULTMAY BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE MONEY. DAMAGES OR OTHER RELIEF DENANDED. I THECOMPLAINT I THs OCCURS, YOUR WAGES MAY DE ATTACHED OF WITHHELD OF PERSONAL PROPERTY ORREAL FOTATE ou OWN MAY BE TAKEN ANID S0Lb.70.bAYTHE JUDGMENT IF YOU INTEN, 70 OPFOSE Tis\CTION,DONO£41 70 ANSYERWITHINTHE REQUIRED TOME
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Alsusdicho Demandado:
Por presente se fo cia a compare3s le requir nrgar una Contestacién a Demand adn, sea cn

persona o por medio de un abogado, en cl piso de vein (21) dias condos despuls que usted haya recibidos
Gator, excuyendo e dis mismo de a riega del cittri. Si used st siendo demandado en calidad de oficial 0
agen del Gobiemo de los Estados Unidos de Norcamérica o del Gobiemo del Distt de Columbia, tiene usted
esta (60) diss, conados después que used haya cibido ese ciatori, para enrcgar su Contesacio. Tiene que
eaviare por correo una copia de su Contestaion a sbogado de Ia arc demandante. Fl nombrey dirccien del
Shogado apaecen al finalde este documento Sif demandado 1 tien abogado, ene que enviar al demandante na
opide a Cotestacién por creo 1 ieee que aprece eneste Citar

A usted también se le require presenta a Contestacion original al Tribunal en 1s Ofcna 5000, sit en 500
indinnsAvenue,NV. cnr as 5:30 a.m. y 5:00 pm, de lus  viemeso nies 9:00 a.m. y as 12:00 dl mediodia
los sibados. Usted puede presenta Is Conesacén original ance cl Juez yo sea antes que usted le catvegue al
demandanie una copa de a Contstacion on cl plzo de sce (7) iss de aber hecho a snrega al demandant. Si
sed cumple con presenar una Contestcion, podria ictarse un fll en rebeldia conta usted pra quesc hag
eectivoe dsagravia Quesebusca en demand.
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DICTARSE UN FALLO EN REBELDIA CONTRA USTED PARA QUE SE LE COBRE LOS DAROS Y PERJUICIOS U OTRO
DESAGRAVIO QUE SE BUSQUE EN LA DEMANDA. SI ESTO OCURRE, PODRIA RETENERSELE SUS INGRESOS, OPODRIA TOMARSELE SUS BIENES PERSONALES 0 BIENES RACES Y SER VENDIDOS PARA PAGAR EL FALLO SI
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SUMMONS
“To the above named Defendant:

You are hereby summoned and required 10 serve an Answer fo the attached Complain, ether
personally or trough an stomey, wilin twenty ane (21) days aer servic of tis SumTONS upon You
exclusive of the dayof service. If you are being sued as an officer or agencyof the United States Government
or he District of Columbia Government, you have sixty (60) ays afer servic of is summons 0 serve our
Answer. A copy of the Answer must be mailed to the attomey for the plaintiff who is suing you. The
attorney's name and address appear below. Ifplaintiffhas no attomey, a copyofthe Answer must be mailed
To he plaintiffat the addres sated on this Summons.

You are alo required o file the original Answer with the Court in Suite 5000 at 500 Indiana Avene,
NW, between 8:30 am. and 5:00 pm, Mondays trough Fridays or bowen 9:00 am. and 12:00 noan on
Saturdays. You may file the original Answer with the Court either before you serve a copy of the Answer on
the plaintiff or within seven (7) days after you have served the plaintiff. If you fail to file an Answer,
Jby default may be entered against you for therelief demanded in the complaint.
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Por I presentes le cita acompareery s I require ntregar una Contestacin a 1a Demands adjuna,seacn
persona por medio de un sbogado, en el plazo de veintiin (21) dias contados después que usted haya recbido etc
Ciatorio, cxluyend cl dia miso de Is entrega del imtoo. Si usted et siendo demandado en calidad de oficial
agente del Gobiemo de los Estados Unidos de Norteamérica o del Gobemo del Distrito de Colunbis, ten usted
Sesnta (60) diss, contd después que used haya recibido este cittrio, para encgar su Contestacion. Tene que
enviarle por coro una copia de su Contstcion al sbogado de Ia parte demandante. El nome y dieccion del
bogado aparscen al final d ste document. Sie demandadonoie abogado, ene que enviar al demandani ura
Copiadel Contesacinpor oreo a diteidn queapareceenesteCato,

A used también se Ie require presenta 1a Contestaion orginal al Tribunal en 1a Oficina 5000, ito en 500
Indians Avene, NAW, er as 5:30 am. y 5:00pn, de lunes vierneso ene as 9:00a.m. y 1a 12:00 el mediodia
os ibados. Usted pede presentar 1a Contestacion orginal ante el Juez ya sca antes que usted le entrogue al
demandante una capi de Ia Contetacion o en l plazo de sit (7) dias de habele hecho Ientra al demandane, Si
sid ncumple Gon presntar una Conestacion, podria dicarse un fll en rebeldis conte usted para que se haga
efectvol desagravio que se busca en a demands.
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IMPORTANTE: SI USTED INCUMPLE CON PRESENTAR UNA CONTESTACION EN EL PLAZO ANTES
MENCIONADO 0, SI LUEGO DE CONTESTAR, USTED NO COMPARECE CUANDO LE AVISE EL JUZGADO, PODRIA
DICTARSE UN FALLO EN REBELDIA CONTRA USTED PARA QUE SE LE COBRE LOS DANOS Y PERJUICIOS U OTRO
DESAGRAVIOQUE SE BUSQUE EX LA DEMANDA. SI ESTO OCURRE, PODRIA RETENERSELE SUS INGRESOS, 0
FODRIA TOMARSELL SUS BIENES PERSONALES © BIENES RAICES Y SER VENDIDOS PARA PAGAR EL FALLO. SI
USTED FRETENDE OPONERSE A ESTA ACCION.NODEJEDECONIESTARLdDEMANDADENTRODELPLAZO
Ex6100

Si dese conversa con un shogadoy pre qu 0 ude pagal uno lame pronoun d esas oii del Lega Aid
Socey (03.6251161 0 I Neghboood Legh Services (20-579100) pa pedir ayuda o venga a a Oficina S00 de 500
inAve, LW. pry normssoreorslugedo pdpdyuds 1 3c
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