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AFFIDAVIT 
FOR PROBABLE CAUSE 

 
THE STATE OF INDIANA, COUNTY OF MARION, SS:  
 
Sergeant Craig Stewart swears (affirms) that: 
 
 
On February 10th, 2022, Paul Kenneth Johnson, Jr. (B/M, DOB -1979) telephoned 911 and the 
Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department (IMPD) to report a burglary in progress from within the 
address at 82  East 21st Street, Indianapolis, IN.   
 
Believing individual(s) were attempting to force entry into this residence, Mr. Johnson was screaming for 
help as officers from the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department arrived.  Initially responding to 
this run, IMPD Officers Lewis (42865/B334), Clonce (41929/ B359), and Hartley (43849/B371) arrived 
and quickly made contact with Mr. Johnson and other parties within the residence.  After securing this 
scene and determining there was no burglary in progress or attempted burglary at this residence, officers 
conducted a brief field investigation.  After having had a protective order incorrectly confirmed (cause 
49D17-2010-F6-032063) that prohibited Mr. Johnson from being at this location and contacting parties at 
this residence, Mr. Johnson was placed under arrest and subsequently transported to Eskenazi Hospital.  A 
report of this incident was made under IMPD case number IP22013196.  
 
On February 13th, 2022, an officer on the scene of this incident filed a formal complaint that IMPD 
2IILFHU�7UDYLV�/HZLV�XVHG�IRUFH�WKDW�ZDV�ERWK�³XQQHFHVVDU\�DQG�H[FHVVLYH´�GXULQJ�WKLV�LQFLGHQW�ZLWK�
his/her immediate supervisors.  This initial complaint outlined that Officer Lewis forcefully threw Mr. 
Johnson, handcuffed behind his back, to the asphalt outside a marked car without controlling his descent.  
AGGLWLRQDOO\��WKLV�FRPSODLQW�DOOHJHG�WKDW�2IILFHU�/HZLV�KDG�KLV�KDQG�V��LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�
genitals, covered by his boxer shorts, before Mr. Johnson verbally complained of pain.  Lastly, this 
FRPSODLQW�VWDWHG�WKDW�XSRQ�UHYLHZ�RI�WKLV�RIILFHU¶V�ERGy-worn camera (BWC) footage of the incident, 
he/she REVHUYHG�³«2IILFHU�/HZLV�UHDFK�WRZDUGV��0U���-RKQVRQ¶V�SULYDWH�DUHD�DQG�WKHQ�WZLVW�KLV�KDQG���
[Mr.] Johnson immediately started screaming.  A couple of minutes after on the video, [Mr.] Johnson 
made the staWHPHQW�µP\�EDOOV�¶´ 
 
2Q�)HEUXDU\���WK��������2IILFHU�/HZLV¶V�LPPHGLDWH�VXSHUYLVRU�V��UHYLHZHG�WKH�LQFLGHQW�UHSRUW�DQG�%:&�
evidence from this incident as part of their investigation.  In their findings, it was reported that it 
³«DSSHDUV�WKDW�2IILFHU�/HZLV�GRHV�JUDE�WKH�VXVSHFW¶V�JHQLWDOV�DQG�DSSO\�SUHVVXUH�GXULQJ�WKH�LQFLGHQW«�
>DQG�WKDW�0U��-RKQVRQ@�«LPPHGLDWHO\�VFUHDPV�RXW�ZKHQ�JUDEEHG�E\�2IILFHU�/HZLV�´��)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�
UHYLHZLQJ�VXSHUYLVRU�IRXQG�WKH�%:&�IRRWDJH�RI�KRZ�0U��-RKQVRQ�ZHQW�WR�WKH�JURXQG�ZDV�³FRQVLVWHQW´�
with this same formal complaint. 
 

I swear (affirm), under penalty of perjury as specified by IC 35-44-2-1, that the foregoing representations are true. 
 
 
                                   /S/ Craig Stewart  
 AFFIANT 
 
DATED:    March 22, 2022  
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As the actions of Officer Lewis toward Mr. Johnson, while under arrest and secured in handcuffs, were 
GHWHUPLQHG�WR�EH�³XQQHFHVVDU\��H[FHVVLYH��DQG�QRW�SURSRUWLRQDWH�WR�>0U��-RKQVRQ¶V@�DFWLRQV�DW�WKH�WLPH�´�D�
cULPLQDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�2IILFHU�/HZLV¶�EHKDYLRU�ZDV�LQLWLDWHG�DQG�DVVLJQHG�WR�'HWHFWLYH�6HUJHDQW�&UDLJ�
Stewart with the IMPD Special Investigations Unit (SIU) under case number PIU2022-0008. 
 
As this investigation began, Sergeant Stewart reviewed the inciGHQW�UHSRUW�DQG�SKRWRV�RI�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�
injuries.  Additionally, Sergeant Stewart retrieved and reviewed BWC footage from Officers Travis 
Lewis, Jared Henry, John Hartley, Megan Clonce, and Tyler Kinnaird before interviewing witnesses and 
Mr. Johnson. 
 
In UHYLHZLQJ�WKH�YLGHR�HYLGHQFH�IURP�2IILFHU�/HZLV¶s BWC from this incident, it appears that responding 
officers made contact with Mr. Johnson shortly after arriving and found him near the top of the staircase 
inside the residence wearing only light blue boxer shorts.  After securing the scene, Mr. Johnson was 
handcuffed behind his back and later had a black sweatshirt placed over his upper body and arms (while 
still handcuffed behind his back).  A matching pair of athletic pants were pulled up and loosely secured 
around his waist.  Mr. Johnson was also provided with a pair of athletic shoes.  After Mr. Johnson was 
dressed, Mr. Johnson was escorted outside of the apartment toward marked police cars parked in front of 
the residence.  Throughout this video, Mr. Johnson becomes increasingly agitated and verbally asserts 
that the protective order was invalid and that he should be released from custody.  Mr. Johnson continues 
WR�FDOO�IRU�³KHOS´�DQG�IRU�D�³FDPHUD´�ZKLOH�FODLPLQJ�RIILFHUV�ZRXOG�FDXVH�KLP�KDUP�DV�KH�ZDV�walked 
outside. 
 
In reviewing evidence from a first-SHUVRQ�SHUVSHFWLYH�IURP�2IILFHU�/HZLV¶V�%:&��DW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\��KU�
and 20 minutes (from a total of 1:57:54 of video) into the video, officers are attempting to load Mr. 
Johnson into the back seat of a fully marked police car to transport him to the Marion County Jail.  
'XULQJ�WKLV�WLPH��0U��-RKQVRQ�LV�\HOOLQJ��³QR�´�ZKLOH�2IILFHU�/HZLV�UHVSRQGV�E\�WHOOLQJ�0U��-RKQVRQ�WR�
³VWRS�UHVLVWLQJ´�DQG�WR�³SXW�\RXU�OHJV�LQ�WKH�FDU�´��,W�EHFRPHV�DSSDUHQW�WKDW�0U��-RKQVRn is defensively 
UHVLVWLQJ�RIILFHUV¶�DWWHPSWV�WR�VHFXUH�KLP�LQWR�WKH�YHKLFOH�E\�ILUVW�NQHHOLQJ�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�ZLWK�KLV�XSSHU�
body face down on the back seat of the police car, just inside the rear passenger door, and then, later, by 
laying on the back seat with his legs extended while continuing to refuse to bend his legs and get into a 
seated position.  At no point during the time officers were attempting to load Mr. Johnson into the police 
car was Mr. Johnson forcibly resisting officers or appeared to attempt injury upon them.  His resistance 
was in physically stiffening his body to prevent his legs from bending and sitting in the car.  During this 
WLPH��0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�SDQWV�DUH�VHHQ�DURXQG�WKH�DUHD�EHWZHHQ�WKH�NQHH�DQG�DQNOHV�ZKLOH�KLV�ER[HU�
shorts/underwear remain around the area of the hipbones on the front or just below the top of the 
buttocks.   
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Figure 1-2IILFHU�/HZLV¶V�FORVHG�KDQG��UHG�LQWHULRU�OLJKW; (Lightened) 
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Figure 2- 2IILFHU�/HZLV¶V�FORVHG�KDQG with illumination 

       
 
$W�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���������LQWR�2IILFHU�/HZLV¶V�%:&��0U��-RKQVRQ�LV�VHHQ�VWDQGLQJ�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�YHKLFOH�
EHIRUH�VLWWLQJ�RQ�WKH�EDFN�VHDW���0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�ER[HU�VKRUWV�DUH�QHDU�WKH�DUHD�RI�WKH�KLSV��DQG�KLV�SDQWV�DUH�
gathered near the ankles.  Officer Lewis is seen (from the perspective of his BWC) attempting to load Mr. 
-RKQVRQ¶V�IHHW�LQWR�WKH�YHKLFOH�ZKLOH�0U��-RKQVRQ�FRQWLQXHV�WR�SURWHVW���$W�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����������2IILFHU�
Lewis continues to try to load Mr. Johnson into the car while telling him to put his legs into the car.  At 
approximately 1:23:22 in the video, Mr. Johnson begins screaming, but the BWC footage is dark to 
discern what is taking place due to the technical limitations of the BWC equipment at night and without 
much iQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�DPELHQW�RU�GLUHFW�OLJKW���$�VKRUW�WLPH�ODWHU��WKH�YHKLFOH¶V�UHG�GRPH�OLJKW�LV�WXUQHG�RQ�
DQG�LOOXPLQDWHV�WKH�LQWHULRU��)LJXUH������$W�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���������LQWR�WKLV�YLGHR��2IILFHU�/HZLV¶V�%:&�
VKRZV�2IILFHU�/HZLV¶V�ZULVW��DV�HYLGHQFHG�E\�WKH�RSening of the glove worn and the gap at the start of 
VKLUW�VOHHYH��RQ�WRS�RI�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�ULJKW�KLS�RU�KLSERQH�DQG�KLV�KDQG�LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�
JHQLWDOV�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�IURQW�RI�KLV�ER[HU�VKRUWV�EHORZ�WKH�QDYHO���,W�DSSHDUV�WKDW�2IILFHU�/HZLV¶V�KDQd is in 
a closed position and rotating in a twisting motion in this area while Mr. Johnson is yelling and shifting 
his body in response.  At approximately 1:23:39, it appears that Officer Lewis disengages and backs away 
from Mr. Johnson, who is still illuminated by the red interior light and seen breathing heavily.  Officer 
+HQU\�LV�VKRZQ�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�GULYHU¶V�VLGH�RI�WKH�UHDU�VHDW�DV�KH�DWWHPSWV�WR�SXOO�0U��-RKQVRQ�LQWR�
the car from the opposite side.  His position appears to afford him a largely unobstructed view of Mr. 
-RKQVRQ¶V�WRUVR� 
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At approximately 1:23:49, Officer Lewis reengages and tells Mr. Johnson to put his legs in while again 
SODFLQJ�KLV�JORYHG�OHIW�KDQG�LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�JHQLWDOV�DQG�WKHQ�FORVLQJ�KLV�KDQG�ZKLOH�0U��
Johnson EHJLQV�WR�VFUHDP���$W����������2IILFHU�/HZLV¶V�KDQG�LV�FOHDUO\�VHHQ�LQ�FORVHG�SRVLWLRQ�ZKLOH�
KROGLQJ�DQ�DPRXQW�RI�ER[HU�PDWHULDO�DQG�SRVVLEO\�D�SDUW�RI�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�JHQLWDOLD�LQVLGH���2IILFHU�
/HZLV¶V�KDQG�LV�LOOXPLQDWHG�E\�D�IODVKOLJKW�WKDW�DOORZV�WKH�YLHwer to clearly see his hand still in the area of 
0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�JHQLWDOV�EHIRUH�KH�UHOD[HV�KLV�JULS�DQG�WKHQ�EHJLQV�SXOOLQJ�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�SDQWV�XS�WR�WKH�
DUHD�MXVW�DERYH�WKH�NQHH�DW����������)LJXUH������$V�2IILFHU�/HZLV¶V�%:&�FRQWLQXHV��LW�LV�FOHDU�WKDW�2IIicer 
Lewis temporarily stops having physical contact and disengages from Mr. Johnson before he leans back 
from the vehicle while Mr. Johnson is leaning on IMPD Officer Henry, who was helping to pull Mr. 
-RKQVRQ�LQWR�WKH�FDU�IURP�WKH�GULYHU¶V�VLGH���$W�����:08, Mr. Johnson appears to be breathing heavily but 
LV�DEOH�WR�VWDWH�WKDW�KH�³FDQQRW�IHHO�´��$IWHU�VHYHUDO�PLQXWHV�RI�2IILFHU�/HZLV�DQG�0U��-RKQVRQ�GLVFXVVLQJ�
dropping two of the charges and taking handcuffs off, Mr. Johnson mentions going to the hospital (at 
DSSUR[LPDWHO\����������EHFDXVH�³«P\�EDOOV�LV�EOHHGLQJ�´��:KHQ�2IILFHU�/HZLV�DVNV�IRU�FODULILFDWLRQ��0U��
-RKQVRQ�UHLWHUDWHV��³P\�EDOOV�´ 
 
/DWHU��DW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����������2IILFHU�/HZLV¶V�%:&�VKRZV�0U��-RKQVRQ�JHWWLQJ�XS�IURP�KLV�VHDWHG�
position on the HGJH�RI�WKH�UHDU�VHDW���$OPRVW�LPPHGLDWHO\��2IILFHU�/HZLV¶V�%:&�EHFRPHV�REVFXUHG���$W�
the same time, he responds to Mr. Johnson, and then at 1:29:24, Mr. Johnson is shown face down on the 
ground as officers attempt to resecure him.  As a result of this action, it appears that Mr. Johnson 
sustained an abrasion or laceration to the area of his right temple or eyebrow due to his falling to the 
ground.  While Mr. Johnson remained in handcuffs throughout this incident, the remainder of the video 
documents the arrival of a supervisor on the scene, officers exchanging sets of handcuffs, and an evidence 
WHFKQLFLDQ�SKRWRJUDSKLQJ�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�LQMXULHV�EHIRUH�KLV�EHLQJ�WUDQVSRUWHG�WR�(VNHQD]L�+RVSLWDO� 
 
Interview of Officer Megan Clonce 
On February 20th, 2022, IMPD Officer Megan Clonce provided a recorded statement to the Special 
Investigations Unit.  In her statement, Officer Clonce stated that during this incident, Mr. Johnson was not 
HQWLUHO\�FRRSHUDWLYH�ZLWK�RIILFHUV¶�FRPPDQGV�DQG�UHVLVWHG�ZDONLQJ�RXWVLGH�WRZDUG�WKe marked police cars.  
Officer Clonce advised that Mr. Johnson may have been under the influence of a narcotic.  As officers 
attempted to secure Mr. Johnson in a marked car so that he may be transported to the Marion County Jail, 
he refused to fully enter the vehicle and kept his legs outside of the car.  Officer Clonce stated that she 
³NQHH�VWULNHG�KLP�D�FRXSOH�WLPHV´�LQ�KLV�WKLJKV�WR�HQG�WKLV�EHKDYLRU��EXW�WKHVH�ZHUH�LQHIIHFWLYH���$V�0U��
Johnson continued to keep his body rigid and refused to enter the vehicle, Officer Travis Lewis 
transitioned to lead the effort to get Mr. Johnson into the car.   
 
2IILFHU�&ORQFH�VWDWHG�2IILFHU�/HZLV�LQVWUXFWHG�0U��-RKQVRQ�WR�³SXW�\RXU�IHHW�LQ�´�DQG�VKH�REVHUYHG�
2IILFHU�/HZLV¶V�KDQG�DURXQG��³«0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�FURWFK�DUHD�DQG�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�SDQWV�KDG�IDOOHQ��DQG�WKH\�
ZHUH�OLNH�KDQJLQJ�KDOIZD\�GRZQ�KLV�OHJV«�´��$V�2IILFHU�&ORQFH�FRQWLQXHG��VKH�VWDWHG��³,�VDZ�KLV�KDQG�
OLNH�QHDU�KLV�FURWFK�DUHD��WKRXJKW�LW�ZDV�NLQG�RI�RGG�\RX�NQRZ��QRUPDOO\�\RX�GRQ¶W�MXVW�VWLFN�\RXU�KDQG�
WKHUH�´���2IILFHU�&ORQFH�UHFDOOHG�0U��-RKQVRQ�PDNLQJ�D�UHPDUN�DERXW�³P\�EDOOV�´�ZKLFK�VKH�DVVXPHG�
referred to his feeling pain from this incident.  
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Officer Clonce stated a short time later, despite Mr. Johnson being handcuffed behind his back and his 
pants being ³KDOIZD\�GRZQ�´�0U��-RKQVRQ�JHWV�RXW�RI�WKH�FDU���6WDQGLQJ�QHDU�WKH�RSHQ�GRRU�WKDW�0U��
-RKQVRQ�VWRRG�XS�IURP��2IILFHU�&ORQFH�VWDWHG�WKDW�VKH�³JUDEEHG�WKH�EDFN�RI�KLV�VZHDWHU�DQG�MXVW�ZDV�
KROGLQJ�KLP�LQ�SODFH«´�DQG�VKH�GLG�QRW�IHHO�0U��-RKQVRQ�DWWHPSW�WR�PRve further or pull away from her.  
 
2IILFHU�&ORQFH�VWDWHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�DW�WKDW�WLPH�WKDW�³«2IILFHU�/HZLV�MXVW�NLQG�RI�JUDE�KLP�DQG�WKHQ�MXVW�
WKURZ�KLP�RQWR�WKH�JURXQG�´��2IILFHU�&ORQFH�GHVFULEHG�2IILFHU�/HZLV�DV�KDYLQJ�³«YHU\�XQH[SHFWHGO\�
and forcefully like grab him just almost like a spin around and then just fling him and like throw him on 
WKH�JURXQG«´�DQG�EHFDXVH�VKH�ZDV�KROGLQJ�RQWR�0U��-RKQVRQ��FDXVHG�KHU�WR�IDOO�DV�ZHOO���2IILFHU�&ORQFH�
H[SODLQHG�WKDW�GXH�WR�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�XQFRQWUROOHG�IDOO��VKH�EHOLHYes he sustained a cut to the area of his 
temple that was bleeding.   
 
,Q�UHYLHZLQJ�2IILFHU�&ORQFH¶V�%:&�IRRWDJH�IURP�WKLV�LQFLGHQW��LW�DSSHDUV�WKDW�DW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���������
into this video, Officer Travis Lewis placed his left hand over the area of Mr. JohQVRQ¶V�JHQLWDOV�RYHU�KLV�
exposed boxer shorts, and then Mr. Johnson began to scream (Figure 3).  Seconds later, Assisting Officer 
+DUWOH\¶V�IODVKOLJKW�LOOXPLQDWHV�WKH�DUHD�DQG�EULHIO\�KLJKOLJKWV�WKLV�FRQWDFW���$V�WKH�%:&�FRYHUDJH�
continues and documents the discussion between Officer Lewis and Mr. Johnson, at approximately 
1:30:11, Mr. Johnson is observed beginning to stand from the vehicle.  Because Officers and Clonce are 
standing at this same doorway, they are quick to assert physical control of Mr. Johnson as he stands.  It is 
clear that both officers have their hands on Mr. Johnson, and at 1:30:15, it appears that Officer Lewis 
rotates his body weight to throw Mr. Johnson to the ground.  As Officer Clonce was holding Mr. Johnson 
at this time, this sudden action caused her to lose her balance and control of Mr. Johnson and have to 
catch herself along the rear fender of the passenger side of the vehicle nearby.   
 

 
Figure 3 - Officer Lewis's hand over boxer shorts (Lightened) 
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Because Mr. Johnson remained in handcuffs and the position of his pants further restricted his movement,  
officers were able to quickly maintain control of Mr. Johnson on the ground until such time that an IMPD 
Evidence Technician could document Mr. JohnsoQ¶V�LQMXULHV�DQG�SODFH�0U��-RKQVRQ�LQWR�GLIIHUHQW�
KDQGFXIIV���'XH�WR�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�LQFUHDVLQJ�DJJUDYDWLRQ�DQG�DSSDUHQW�LQMXU\��0U��-RKQVRQ�ZDV�ODWHU�
transported to Eskenazi Hospital by ambulance. 
 
Interview of Officer John Hartley 
On February 20th, 2022, Officer John Hartley provided a recorded statement to the IMPD Special 
Investigations Unit about his observations during this incident.  In his statement, Officer Hartley 
explained that after Mr. Johnson was placed under arrest and escorted to the marked police car outside, 
Officer Lewis attempted to coax Mr. Johnson into the car without much success.  Officer Hartley stated 
that he held the right rear passenger door open and (later) used a flashlight to illuminate inside the vehicle 
while Officer Lewis was instructing and attempting to physically get Mr. Johnson to place his feet into 
the vehicle.  At this time, Officer Henry was also trying to assist Mr. Johnson into the car from the 
GULYHU¶V�VLGH���'HVSLWH�WKHVH�HIIRUWV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�2IILFHU�+DUWOH\��0U��-ohnson refused to completely get 
LQWR�WKH�FDU�RQ�KLV�RZQ�DQG�LQVWHDG�ZDV�³«WLJKWHQLQJ�XS�KLV�ZKROH�ERG\�WR�ZKHUH�\RX�FRXOGQ¶W�EHQG�KLV�
OHJV�WR�JHW�WKHP�LQ�WKH�FDU«>DQG@«ZRXOG�QRW�EXGJH�´��/DWHU��2IILFHU�+DUWOH\�VWDWHG�0U��-RKQVRQ�VWRRG�
up from a seated posLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�HGJH�RI�WKH�EDFN�VHDW��DQG�WKLV�LV�ZKHQ�2IILFHU�/HZLV�³JUDEV�KLP´�DQG�
Officer Clonce, standing in that same area, made a move to secure Mr. Johnson as well.  As this was 
unfolding, Officer Hartley stated he started walking around from the outside of the rear passenger door, 
DQG�WKLV�LV�ZKHQ�0U��-RKQVRQ�³ZHQW�WR�WKH�JURXQG´�LQ�DQ�XQFRQWUROOHG�IDOO�EHIRUH�RIILFHUV�UHVHFXUHG�KLP�
and rotated him to the side so that he was not face down while handcuffed.  Officer Hartley did recall that 
Mr. Johnson incurred abrasion(s) to the side of his forehead as a result of this incident (Figures 4 and 5).  
 

 
Figure 4 - IMPD ET photo of Mr. Johnson's injuries 
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Figure 5 - IMPD ET Photo of Mr. Johnson's injuries 

 
When Officer Hartley was asked about his specific observations about the interactions between Officer 
/HZLV�DQG�0U��-RKQVRQ��KH�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�GXH�WR�KLV�SRVLWLRQ�DW�WKH�YHKLFOH¶V�µ%¶�SLOODU��ZKHUH�WKH�GRRUV�
meet at the vertical frame of the car), he was unable to observe specific points of contact but said there 
DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�³D�ORW�RI�PRYHPHQW�JRLQJ�RQ�´� 
 
$IWHU�UHYLHZLQJ�2IILFHU�+DUWOH\¶V�%:&�GXULQJ�WKLV�LQFLGHQW��LW�LV�FOHDU�WKDW�GXH�WR�KLV�SRVLWLRQ�RXWVLGH�RI�
the vehicle during this time, Officer HaUWOH\¶V�YLHZSRLQW�ZDV�ODUJHO\�REVWUXFWHG�DV�KH�LQGLFDWHG�LQ�KLV�
statement. 
 
Interview of Officer Jared Henry 
On February 18th, 2022, IMPD Officer Jared Henry provided a statement regarding his observations 
during this incident. 
 
In his statement, Officer Henry stated that he arrived on the scene and found Officers Clonce, Lewis, and 
Hartley outside with Mr. Johnson as he was resisting being placed into the police car parked outside of 
the apartments.  Officer Henry stated that Officer Lewis asked that he enter the back seat of the police 
YHKLFOH�IURP�WKH�GULYHU¶V�VLGH�DQG�WR�KHOS�JHW�0U��-RKQVRQ�HQWLUHO\�LQVLGH�WKH�FDU�DV�0U��-RKQVRQ�ZDV�
continuing to keep his legs outside of the vehicle.  As Officer Henry positioned himself to use 
bodyweight leverage to pull Mr. Johnson into the car, his head was over the top of the area of Mr. 
-RKQVRQ¶V�VKRXOGHUV��DIIRUGLQJ�KLP�DQ�XQREVWUXFWHG�YLHZ�RI�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�WRUVR��OHJV��DQG�2IILFHU�
/HZLV¶V�HIIRUWV�WR�SXW�0U��-RKQVRQ�LQVLGH��)LJXUH������,Q�GHVFULELQJ�KLV�REVHUYDWLRQV�from the back seat, 
2IILFHU�+HQU\�VWDWHG��³«,�EHOLHYH�,�VDZ�2IILFHU�/HZLV�JUDE«0U��-RKQVRQ¶V«FURWFK�DUHD��0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�
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pants were down past his ankles, and he just was grabbing right up in like his crotch in the middle of his 
boxers, and it looks like he ZDV�OLNH�VTXHH]LQJ�LW«´� 
 

 
Figure 6 - BWC image of Ofc. Henry's perspective of Mr. Johnson 

 
Officer Henry stated that Mr. Johnson stood from the vehicle a short time later, but as is evidenced on 
2IILFHU�+HQU\¶V�%:&��KLV�YLHZ�RI�0r. Johnson exiting the car on the passenger (opposite) side was 
partially obstructed by the roofline and trunk lid of the police vehicle.  From his recollection, Officer 
+HQU\�VWDWHG�WKDW�RQFH�0U��-RKQVRQ�VWRRG�XS��³«,¶P�QRW�VXUH�LI��\RX�NQRZ��2IILFHU�/HZLs shove Mr. 
-RKQVRQ�RU��\RX�NQRZ��JUDEEHG�KLP�DQG�MXVW�NLQG�RI�WKUHZ�KLP�´��2IILFHU�+HQU\�FRQWLQXHG�ZLWK��³,�NQRZ�
there was, like, a motion, and you know [Officer] Lewis and Mr. Johnson both went towards the rear of 
the car, and Mr. Johnson was on the grouQG�´��/DVWO\��2IILFHU�+HQU\�UHFDOOHG�WKDW�LW�³«GLGQ¶W�VHHP�OLNH�
whoever shoved him or threw him or whatever happened had control of Mr. Johnson, you know to protect 
KLV�IDFH�RU�DQ\WKLQJ�OLNH�WKDW�ZKLOH�KH¶V�LQ�KDQGFXIIV�´��$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKLV�DFWLRQ��2IILFer Henry did 
REVHUYH�DQ�DEUDVLRQ�RU�ODFHUDWLRQ�WR�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�ULJKW�H\HEURZ� 
 
Interview of Victim Paul Johnson 
As a part of this investigation, Paul Johnson provided a statement of his recollections from this incident 
on February 17th, 2022.   
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In his statement, Mr. Johnson stated that he had smoked marijuana and later telephoned for police 
services because he believed someone was attempting to force entry into the apartment while he was 
inside.  Mr. Johnson stated during his arrest, and before he could be transported to Eskenazi Hospital, he 
resisted being placed into a police vehicle.  Mr. Johnson admitted WKDW�³>,@�VWXFN�P\�OHJ�RXW�DQG�WULHG�WR��
\RX�NQRZ��IRUFH�P\�ZD\�EDFN�RXW��DQG�«IRXU�RU�ILYH�JX\V«IRUFH�PH�WR�JHW�EDFN�LQ�WKHUH�´��0U��-RKQVRn 
IXUWKHU�VWDWHG�WKDW�RIILFHUV�³«ZHUH�WU\LQJ�WR�JHW�PH�LQWR�WKH�FDU��XP��DW�VRPH�SRLQW��\RX�NQRZ��WKH\�XVHG�
WKH�GRRU�WR�VODP�RQ�P\�DQNOHV�WR�WU\�DQG�JHW�PH�WR�\RX�NQRZ«PRYH�P\�OHJ�LQ«DW�VRPH�SRLQW�LQ�WLPH�
WKH\�HYHQ�VTXHH]HG�P\�WHVWLFOHV�´ 
 
Mr. Johnson statHG�WKDW�RIILFHUV�VTXHH]HG�KLV�WHVWLFOHV�³DV�WKH\¶UH�WU\LQJ�WR�SXW�PH�LQ�WKH�FDU�RU�WKH�
DPEXODQFH��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�OLNH�,�VDLG��LW¶V�OLNH�\RX�NQRZ�,�NQRZ�WKH\�GLGQ¶W�JHW�PH�LQ�WKH�FDU�VXFFHVVIXOO\�´��
Later, Mr. Johnson expressed uncertainty about when pressure was applied to his testicles and whether it 
was in the car or before he was loaded into the ambulance.   
 
Mr. Johnson stated he is uncertain about the circumstances of how he ended up on the ground or incurring 
the injuries identified and documented by officers.    
 
Interview of Officer Damon Young / Findings 
As part of this investigation, I conferred with IMPD Officer Damon Young as a reference source for the 
use of force used during this incident.  On February 28th, 2022, Officer Young was provided a copy of 
2IILFHU�/HZLV¶s incident report for context before viewing approximately five to seven minutes of BWC 
evidence from Officers Lewis and Clonce while they attempted to load Mr. Johnson into the vehicle. 
 
Officer Young was asked to observe both videos as they related to any use of force, specifically the 
allegation that an officer used their hand(s) to grab and squeeze the genitals as pain compliance in order to 
elicit cooperative behavior from Mr. Johnson while he refused to put his legs into the vehicle.  
Additionally, Officer Young reviewed the BWC in an attempt to evaluate the level of force that officers 
used on Mr. Johnson after he stood up from within the car. 
 
Officer Young stated that there is the possibility that Officer Lewis had flesh from or parts of Mr. 
-RKQVRQ¶V�JHQLWDOV�LQVLGH�RI�WKH�ER[HU�VKRUWV�WKDW�DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�JDWKHUHG�LQ�KLV�KDQG��EXW�KH�FDQQRW�VD\�VR�
definitively because the genitals are not exposed, and contact would have been through clothing during 
this incident. 
 
Officer Young confirmed that officers are trained to restrain areas of the head and the pelvis as methods 
of suspect control, but a review of the video after shows that Mr. Johnson was not actively attempting to 
kick or otherwise injure officers and, as he was lying on the back seat with his upper body held by Officer 
Henry, there appears to be no need to place his hands near the pelvis to control Mr. Johnson.  
 
Regarding the takedown of Mr. Johnson, after he exited the vehicle, Officer Young advised that in his 
view, the action would have been appropriate if (the fall) was controlled by officers.  It is not known if 
0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�IHHW�ZHUH�HQWDQJOHG�ZLWK�RIILFHUV�RU�LI�KLV�SDQWV�EHLQJ�QHDU�KLV�DQNOHV�LPSDFWHG�KLV�EDODQFH��
but in his view, there was not a deliberate effort to drive Mr. Johnson into the ground based on the limited 
video from BWC.   
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On March 1st, 2022, Officer Young was asked a follow-XS�TXHVWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�DQ�RIILFHU¶V�VTXHH]LQJ�RI�
the testicles or genitals outside of a lethal force situation or during the course of a search for purposes of 
pain compliance and whether or not doing so is an approved technique based on department policy.  
2IILFHU�<RXQJ�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�³>D@�SUXGHQW�RIILFHU�XVHV�WHFKQLTXHV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�KDYH�FRQILGHQFH�JDLQHG�
through training and experience to accomplish their goals.  Squeezing the genitals for the purposes of pain 
compliance is not an academy-WDXJKW�WHFKQLTXH�´��)XUWKHUPRUH��2IILFHU�<RXQJ�VWDWHG�WKDW�KH�EHOLHYHV�
³«WKH�OHYHO�RI�H[SHULHQFH�QHHGHG�IRU�DQ�RIILFHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�DSSO\ appropriately varying levels of 
force with this technique would require significant practice and application with a number of training 
SDUWQHUV�XQGHU�FORVH�VXSHUYLVLRQ�ZLWK�TXDOLILHG�PHGLFDO�SURIHVVLRQDOV�´��/DVWO\��2IILFHU�<RXQJ�VWDWHG�WKDW��
³>Z@LWKRXW�Vignificant experience this technique would violate the use of force principles taught in the 
>,03'@�WUDLQLQJ�DFDGHP\�´ 
 
During this incident, Mr. Johnson was transported to Eskenazi Hospital to receive treatment as officers 
noted a heightened level of agitDWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�YLVLEOH�LQMXULHV�WR�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�KHDG�DQG�DIWHU�D�
complaint of pain to the testicles. 
 
On March 21, 2022, Sgt. Stewart consulted with Eskenazi Hospital Charge Nurse Abby George and 
reviewed the Eskenazi Hospital medical records from Mr. JRKQVRQ¶V�VWD\�IURP�)HEUXDU\�����������
through his discharge on February 15, 2022.   
 
According to the Eskenazi Hospital medical records, Mr. Johnson was in a state of agitation upon his 
arrival to the emergency department and was given Ativan to reduce his stress levels.  Medical records 
indicate that a toxicology test was not administered and the presence of any illegal substances could not 
EH�FRQILUPHG��EXW�3&3�XVDJH�ZDV�VXVSHFWHG���'XH�WR�KLV�LQMXULHV��D�&7�VFDQ�RI�0U��-RKQVRQ¶V�KHDG�DQG�
face were providHG��DQG�WKHVH�UHVXOWV�GHWHUPLQHG�³QR�HYLGHQFH�RI�LQWUDFUDQLDO�FRQWXVLRQ�RU�KHPRUUKDJH�´ 
 
All of the above events occurred in Indianapolis, Indiana, Marion County. 
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