
Mobil Oil Corporation seks vo racer

yay 13, 197%

: We don't believe a corporation can take on a cartoonist without coming
out second best. Nevertheless, Mobil feels obliged to register dismay and
puzzlenent over the Don Wright cartoon (copy attached) which the WashingtonStar Syndicate 4s currently distributing on a nationvide basis.

Ve are vell aware that cartoons are visual editorials which lend theaselves
so admirably to satire that the cartoonist is without peer in his ability to
amuse, inspire, ridicule, deflate, or even outrage the reader. We expect the
cartoonist to employ exaggeration, distortion, and caricature to make his point;
everyone and everything is fair game -- and that is as it should be in a free
society.

But satire is ac dts best when ic gives us a glinpse of the truth that
aight otherwise have eluded us. The Wright cartoon, as we interpret it, affords
70 such glimpse. Instead, it represents satire totally unrelated to fact or
cruch, and therefore strikes us as a rather shabby example of intellectual dfs-
honesty.

The cartoon puzzles us because it seens to make these assertions, none
of which is true:

that Mobil has uttered, or soachow endorses, associates itself
with, or sponsors the Statements attributed to the President.

—- that iF ve did sponsor what is presunably a news program featuring
the President, which ve have not done, our sponsorship could
affect the program's content -- or that, conversely, the program's
content could rub off on Mobil.

-- that the President is an albatross around Mobil's neck, and
Mobil around Mr. Nixon's neck -- insinuating a sort of two-way

x guilt by association.

What Mr. Wright has done is to link Mr. Nixon, whose popularity is at an
all-time low, with Mobil, which shares the opprobrium felt by all oil companies,
thus fallaciously causing each to tar the other.



ro

As we said, the cartoon puzzles us. Perhaps it was intended to goad us
into objecting to it at a time when we are vigorously demanding the freedom
to present our views over the broadcast media. We choose not to fall into
that trap. Freedom of the press is the lav of the land, regardless of what
Mobil or any other institution or individual says about it. The freedom is
there, hanging out for all to see, enjoy and, occasionally, to abuse.

The quality of that freedom can be measured by the number of abuses it
can withstand without serious damage. We don't belleve the Wright cartoon
represents a major abuse of freedom of expression, but we think it would be
a disservice to that freedom if we did not, here and now, blow the whistle
on Mr. Wright's intellectual dishonesty.

Sincerely yours,

Herbert: deat
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