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OTTAWA (CP) — About 500 native
men, women and children were wel-
comed with drums and chanting as
theg disembarked here yesterday to
lobby for the entrenching of native
rights in the new constitution.

But leaders of the group, whose
Constitution Express had just com-
pleted a five-day trip from Vancouver
that included a bomb scare and a
controversial route change, brushed
past Indian Affairs Minister John
Munro, National Indian Brotherhood

resident Del Rg)esr and other Indian
eaders who st walting to greet
them.
The group was led by Bob Manuel,
national representative for the Union
of British Columbia Indian Chiefs,
who told reporters at a stormy news
conference that Indians demand that
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau guar-
antee thelr rights in the constitution
before he asks Britain to send it home
next year.

Organizers sald there are no plans
to hold a demonstration on Parlia-
ment Hill or occupy any federal build-
ings. They plan to co-operate with
RCMP and city police to ensure there

is no repeat of the violent demonstra-
tion over Indian living conditions on
Parliament Hill in 1974.

The/Indians from the train will co-
ordinate their efforts with 400 chiefs
who are here for a conference and
with other natives driving in from
Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec’ and the
Maritimes. Indians will sit in the
Commons gallery for question period,
attend committee hearings and form-
small groups to lobby each of the 282
MPs. Many will also attend the spe-
cial  constitutional committee when
several native groups appear.

At the news conference, Mr. Manuel
said that if Mr. Trudeau does not re-
spect thelr vision, the Indians will go
to the United Nations next weex to
protest there, “We will work toward
establishing our seat as a nation,"

About 350 Indlans began the trip on
Monday in Vancouver on two trains,
which were merged in Winnlpeg,
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