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substitute to SB 535:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

1 To amend Title 50ofthe Official Code ofGeorgia Annotated, relating to state government,

2 50 as to provide for limitations and authorizations on expenditure of certain funds relating

3 to homelessness assistance; to provide for definitions; to provide for homeless outreach

4 teams; to provide that it shall be unlawful to use any portion of state property for camping

5 or setting up long-term homeless shelters; to provide for applicability; to provide for a

6 penalty; to provide for related matters; to provide fora short tile; to provide for an effective

7 date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.

This Act shall be known and may be cited as the "Reducing Street Homelessness Act of

2022."

SECTION 2.

Title 50 ofthe Official Code ofGeorgia Annotated, relating to state government, is amended

in Article 1 of Chapter 8, relating to general provisions relative to the Department of

Community Affairs, by adding a new Code section to read as follows:
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“50-8-19,
(a).Nofundsreceivedbythe department or any othr stateagencyfromthe Homelessness

AssistanceandSupportiveServices Programs pursuant to Section3203oftheAmerican

Rescue PlanAct of 2021 may beused for (heconstruction or. purchaseofpermanent

supportivehousingforthehomeless.

(B)(1)_Anymunicipalitymaydedicate up to25 percent ofits EdwardByme Memorial

JusticeAssistance Grantfunds and up to25 percentofallgrants it receives pursuantto

the Community Programs Unitof theCriminalJusticeCoordinatingCouncilto the

creation ofhomeless outreach teams.Such homeless ou reach teamsshall:

(A) Be composed of police officers or contracted security officers and social service

and mental health professionals: and

(B)_ Work to move individuals camping ands|ceping inpublicorprivateplacesnotfit

for human habitation into homeless services.

(2) The continuation of state grants to homeless outreach teams shall be contingent on

the certification that the municipality:

(A) Meets the conditions as set forth in paragraph (1) of this subsection:

(B) Enforces all state and local laws prohibiting unauthorized camping and sleeping.

in public. except in camping areas agreed to by the local government and authorized by

he department, which shall contain potable water, security. and sanitation services; and

(C) Implements policies to move homeless individuals through drug or mental health

courts whenever possible.

(c) On andafter July1. 2023, any municipality with a per capita level ofhomelessness. a3

determined by the most recent census. numbers and themostrecentDepartment ofI {ousing

and Urban Department homelessness count for the Continuum of Care. as defined by 24

CER.578.52), in which themunicipality islocated.higher thanthe
stateaverage tht

refusestoenforcelawsprohibitingunauthorizedcamping
orslecpingin publicexceptin
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43 shall contain potablewater, security,and sanitation services, shall receive nofurthergrants

“ of anyKindfromthe department or any state grantsforpublic safety,and no nonprofit

4s located withinsuchmunicipality shall receive any suchgrantsfromthedepartmentortax.

46 creditsallocatedbythedepartment,until the per capita levelofunshelteredhomelessness

47 isat_or below the state averageor_themunicipality_enforcessuchlawsprohibiting

48 unauthorizedcamping and sleepinginpublic: provided, however, thatthisparagraphshall

49 notapply to grants from the department or state grants for public safetythatare clearly.

50 restricted by federal law, regulation, or court order.

st (d)_This Code section shall not apply to any county and shall not be construed to restrict

52 any actions or impose any obligations on funding for any county law enforcement agency.”

53 SECTION 3.

54 Said title is further amended in Chapter 16, relating to public property, by adding a new

55 article to read as follows:

56 "ARTICLE8

57 50-16:190.

58 Asusedin this article,theterm:

59 (1)‘Camping’meanstemporary habitationoutdoorsasevidencedby oneormoreofthe

50 followingactions:theerectionoruse oftentsorothershelters:thelavingdown of

51 sleepingbags,blankets,orother materialsusedforbedding:theplacingorstoringof

62 personalbelongings;themakingofafire:ortheactofcooking.

63 (2) Stateproperty’ meansanybuilding,land,orother realpropertyowned,leased.or

64 occupied by any department.commission,board,orotherentityof thestate;provided,

65 however,thatsuchterm shallnotincludeanyportionof roador right-of-wayon thestate

66 highwaysystem.
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67 50:16:101,
68 (2)1tshallbeunlawfulfor any person to knowingly use any. portion of statepropertyfor

69 camping orsetting up long-ten homeless shelters,

70 (1)Nothinginthis Code section shall prohibit the normal, customary, and temporaryuse,

7 ofrecreationalcampingareas, safety restareas,welcome centers, touristcenters,and other

2 propertyof the state specificallydesignated forpurposes of resting.sleeping, cating.or

73 othersimilaractivities for recreational purposes or by persons travelingby vehicle,

7 (€) This Codesection shall not apply to state or local government officials or employees

75 acting in their official capacity and while performing activities as part of their official

76 duties and shall not apply to any employee of a contractor or subcontractor performing

kd duties undera contract with the state,

78 (d)Anypersonconvicted ofviolating this Codesectionshallbeguilty ofa misdemeanor.

7 provided,however,thatuponthefirstviolation,thepersonshallbegiven a citationanda

80 referral to treatment services.”

81 SECTION 4.

82 This Act shall become effective on January 1,2023.

83
SECTION 5.

34 All laws and partsoflaws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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