
RESOLUTION NO. 2021- 101

A Resolution of the Gallatin County Commission Establishing

Funding Amounts for Conservation and Other Eligible Projects

Under the Open Space Levy for Fiscal Year 2022

This Resolution was introduced by Sean O'Callaghan, Chief Planning Officer,moved by
Commissioner SKINNER , and seconded by Commissioner BROWN . The
Resolutionwas adopted by a vote of 3:0

WHEREAS, The GallatinCounty Commission createdthe GallatinCounty Open Lands

Program forthepurpose of conservingimportantagriculturaland naturalresourcelandsinGallatin

County; and

WHEREAS, In 2018, voters of Gallatin County passed the Open Space Levy and
authorizedlevying up to 4.5 Mills on realpropertyto support open space capitalneeds including
thepurchase of land and conservationeasements from willinglandowners to conserve farm and
ranchlands,providerecreation,protectwater qualityof streams and rivers,manage growth,protect
wildlifeareas,and forothercapitalimprovements and maintenance; and

WHEREAS, The GallatinCounty Commission has allocated0.5 Millsof the approved 4.5
Mills to support the capitalimprovements and maintenance needs of County-owned parks,and
leviesthose monies under the parks fund. The remaining 4.0 Mills,leviedunder the open space
fund,isavailableto fund otherconservation,capital,and maintenance projects;and

WHEREAS, For thepurpose of administeringLevy money collectedunder theopen space
fund,GallatinCounty considers"Conservation Projects"asprojectsrelatedtothepurchase of land
and conservationeasements to conserve farm and ranch lands,provide recreation,protectwater

qualityof streams and rivers,manage growth, protectwildlifeareas,and recognizes "Other

EligibleProjects"asthosecapitalimprovements and maintenance projectsthatsupportthepurpose
oftheopen space levy and are eligibleforfunding under the levy;and

WHEREAS, pursuanttoCounty Commission resolutionNo. 2020-095, 81.25% of funding
availablefrom the Levy (proportionateequivalentof 3.25 Mills) is directedto Conservation

Projectsand the remaining 18.75% (proportionateequivalentto 0.75 Mills)isdirectedto Other

EligibleProjects;and

WHEREAS, for budgeting purposes itis prudent for the County to maintain a modest
reservetoaccount fortaxdelinquenciesand not allocateallof theavailablemoney toprojects,and
inFiscalYear 2021, $141,237 was reservedforsuch purposes;and

WHEREAS, For FiscalYear 2022, the levy isestimatedtobring in$1,465,022 inrevenue
from propertytaxes;and



WHEREAS, in additionto new property tax revenue, thereis $258,802 in Open Space
Levy funds from FiscalYear 2021 thatwasn't dedicatedtoprojects,and $361,677 in funding that
has become availablefrom projectsthatwere previouslyapproved but willnot be completed; and

WHEREAS, in total,there is estimated to be $2,085,501 in Open Space Levy Funds
availableto award to Conservation and Other EligibleProjectsinFY2022.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the GallatinCounty Commission that funding
amounts forConservation and Other EligibleProjectsunder the Open Space Levy forFiscalYear

2022 shallbe as follows:

• $141,237 remains an appropriateamount tobe held inreserveand thereisno need toreserve

additionalfunds atthistime;
• $1,694,470 (81.25% of the Levy money availableto fund projects)shallbe directedto

Conservation Projects;and

• $391,031 (18.75% of the Levy money availableto fund projects)shallbe directedto Other

EligibleProjects.
• By separateaction,theCounty Commission shallcause a "Request forProjectApplications"

tobe issuedduring FiscalYear 2022 to make the publicaware of opportunitiesto apply for

Levy money forConservation Projectsand Other EligibleProjects.

Dated this3rdday of August, 2021.

GALLATIN COUNTY COMMISSION

SCOTT MACFARLANE, CHAIRMAN I ATE
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