
Delta County
School District 50)

145 West4" Sireet, Delta, CO 81416
970.874.4438 ‘wwwdetaschoolscom

January 5,2022

RE: Paonia Elementary School-Colorado Department of Education (CDE) eter dated October
18,2021, stated as RE: Elementary Reading Instructional Program Requirements

Purpose

"The Colorado Department of Education letter identified that a single PES program, Units

ofStudy, did not mest scientific or evidence-based requirements. The CDE letter further
Specified that Delta County School District and Paonia Elementary School could submit the
precise core programmingifthe submited information were not accurate or up to date.

Background

Paonia Elementary School (PES), previously a Kindergarten through 6th-grade school,
became a K-8 school in the 2021-2022 school year. The new Paonia Elementary School was
formed by joining Paonia Elementary School K-6 and Paonia Jr/Sr High School 7/8 due toa
District-wide reconfigurationof multiple Delta County Sehool District schools in the North Fork.
“The reconfiguration occurred through strategic planning to address financial concerns and
increase student opportunities. Paonia Elementary School is one of seven elementary schools
within the Delta County School District.

Paonia Elementary School servesa total of 250 students. Since 2010, PES has been
designated cight times from the Colorado Departmentof Education for the Governor's
Distinguished Improvement Award. As well as earning a performance rating within our district
of distinction for nine consecutive years. In addition, in 2018 and 2019, PES received the
Colorado John Irwin Schoo of Excellence Award. Also, in 2018, Paonia Elementary School



received the Succeeds Prize for Transformational Impact, They also were named a 2020 National

ESEA Distinguished School.

Instructional Narrative

Paonia Elementary currently utilizes a varietyofevidence-based programs for core

instruction of K-3 foundational reading skills. By only indicating one resource on the K-3

Literacy Program Reporting Template, we did not effectively express allofthe resources utilized

in our core literacy instruction. Paonia Elementary School's instruction is constantly evaluated

by teachers, reading interventionists, and administration for its effectiveness; The instructional

programming is explicit and guided by the science of reading practices. All Paonia Elementary

K-3 teachers have taken the CDE ScienceofReading class and know the importanceof teaching

reading explicitly using evidence-based resources and strategies. We progress monitor our

students using the Acadience mClass tool with fidelity and adhere to a progress monitoring

schedule. Our intensive students are monitored weekly, our strategic students bi-weekly, and our

benchmark-and-above students monthly.

Paonia Elementary utilizes systematic and evidence-based instructional programs as their

core programming through conscious design. Partofthe core instruction is provided to the class

as a whole, and a portion is instructed during the small group, differentiated instruction period.

Instruction is differentiated by student needs during the small group period. Materials and lesson

procedures from the core programs provide reteaching and additional teaching to students

according to their needs. Utilizing multiple resources allows for more targeted and individualized

instruction. Phonological awareness, decoding, and sight recognitionoffamiliar words are

instructed and interleavedtogetheras the reader becomes acurate, fluent, and increasingly

automatic with repetition and practice. Concurrently, background knowledge, vocabulary,

language structures, verbal reasoning, and literacy knowledge reinforce and interweave together

to develop language comprehension and create skilled readers.



Core Programming Structure and Design

The following information details the comprehensive instructional programmingofthe

five componentsofreading instructed at Paonia Elementary School. Core programming

instruction is implemented by unifying multiple systematic and evidence-based programs.
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Paonia Elementary School Recognitions

*National ESEA Distinguished School: 2020

*RecipientofThe Succeeds Prize for Transformational Impact: 2018

+The Colorado Department of Education's Govemors Distinguished Improvement Award

Recipient: 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2018, 2019

*Accredited with Distinction: 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019

+The Colorado Department of Education’s John Irwin School of Excellence Award Recipient:

2018,2019
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Assessment Data

The following assessment data includes CMAS ELA Assessment data. reflecting the

percentof students who met or exceeded expectations on the CMAS ELA Assessments at Paonia

Elementary School as compared to the percent ofstudents who met or exceeded expectations on

the CMAS ELA Assessments for the stateofColorado. The Acadience Reading level data as

determined by the Amplify Progress Planning Tool for mCLASS®: DIBELS Next® is also

included. The School Performance Frameworks display the state assigned rating for the

performance indicators ofAcademic Achievement and Academic Growth as well as the overall

school rating. These data are included to demonstrate the longitudinal successofELA

instruction at Paonia Elementary School.

2021 Comparison of % of Students Who Met or Exceeded
Expectations on CMAS ELA
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Paonia Elementary School's Acadience Reading level of progress as determined by

the Amplify Progress Planning Tool for mCLASS®: DIBELS Next®
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The Paonia K-8 School's Acadience Reading level of progress as determined by

the Amplify Progress Planning Tool for nCLASS®: DIBELS Next®
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2019 Comparison of % of Students Who Met or Exceeded
Expectations on CMAS ELA. a
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The Paonia K-8 School's Acadience Reading levelofprogress as determined by

the Amplify Progress Planning Tool for mCLASS®: DIBELS Next®
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AF mon Preliminary 2016 School Performance Framework
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Conclusion

Early reading achievement and growth through the useofscientific or evidence-based

reading instructional programs is a priorityof Paonia Elementary School. The long-standing

focus in elementary reading instruction in the areasofphonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary

development, reading fluency including oral skills, and reading comprehension have proven to

be effective for Paonia Elementary School's students’ success. Based on Paonia Elementary

School's academic achievement and growth data, appropriate instructional techniques are being

used to meet the needsof each individual student.
Although componentsofLucy Calkins Unitsof Study are used intermittently throughout

reading comprehension instruction, the UnitsofStudy program is a small pieceofthe overall

core reading instruction. Paonia Elementary’s comprehensive instructional core programming
utilizes systematic and evidence-based programs to instruct all components of carly reading

literacy.

‘We appreciate your consideration,

Cong nyoN

Caryn Gibson
Superintendent
Delta County School District 50J

“Caring, Challenging, Learning—Every Student, Every Day"

Delia County Schoo istic doe not uiawfuly discriminate onthe basis face, coor, sex, religon, national rin, ancestry,
crea, age, mia status,seul oietaton, genet information, abito ned for specl education sevice in sdmissons,

acces to, reatment,of employment in educational programso actives whch operates.


