
 

 

Department of the Treasury Date: 
Internal Revenue Service January 19, 2022 
Privacy, Governmental Liaison and Disclosure Employee name:  
GLDS Support Services Bernard McDade 
Stop 93A Employee ID number:  
PO Box 621506 

 

Atlanta, GA 30362 Telephone number:  
 267-466-1763 

 Jarrod Barbetta 
MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 123331 
411A Highland Ave. 
Somerville, MA  02144 

Fax number: 
 855-205-9335 
 Case number:  
 2022-06875 
 Re: Tax Investigations 

   

Dear Jarrod Barbetta: 
 
This is a final response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated January 6, 
2022, received in our office on January 19, 2022.  
 
You asked for documents related to tax investigations regarding specifically name individuals.  
  
Your request is being denied because the scope of your request extends to records, to the extent 
that any exist, that consist of or contain the return information of a third party.  Please be advised 
that such records, to the extent that they exist, would be confidential and may not be disclosed 
unless specifically authorized by law. FOIA subsection (b)(3) permits the withholding of records 
that are specifically exempted from disclosure pursuant to a statute other than the FOIA.  Section 
6103 of Title 26, which consists of detailed provisions that concern the disclosure of returns and 
return information, has been held to be a statute meeting the criteria of FOIA subsection (b)(3).  
Specifically, 26 U.S.C § 6103 prohibits the release of returns and return information unless 
disclosure is authorized by Title 26. As your request asks for third party return information and 
you have failed to demonstrate that any of the exceptions to the confidentiality provisions of 
section 6103 allow for disclosures to you, exemption (b)(3) is being asserted in conjunction with 
26 U.S.C. section 6103(a) to withhold from you the return information, to the extent such records 
exist, of a third party. 
 
Because of the foregoing, we are denying your request in full. 
 
You have the right to seek dispute resolution services by contacting the me, the FOIA Public 
Liaison, at (267) 466-1763. The FOIA Public Liaison is responsible for assisting in reducing 
delays, increasing transparency, and assisting in the resolution of disputes with respect to the 
FOIA.  
 
There is no provision for the FOIA Public Liaison to address non-FOIA concerns such as return 
filing and other tax-related matters or personnel matters. If you need assistance with tax-related 
issues, you may call the IRS at 800-829-1040.  
 



 

You also have the right to contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS). The 
Office of Government Information Services, the Federal FOIA Ombudsman’s office, offers 
mediation services to help resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and federal agencies. The 
contact information for OGIS is: 
 

Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 

8601 Adelphi Road--OGIS 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 

202-741-5770 
877-684-6448 
ogis@nara.gov 

ogis.archives.gov 
 
You have the right to file an administrative appeal within 90 days from the date of this letter. By 
filing an appeal, you preserve your rights under FOIA and give the agency a chance to review 
and reconsider your request and the agency’s decision. I’ve enclosed Notice 393, Information on 
an IRS Determination to Withhold Records Exempt From the Freedom of Information Act - 5 
U.S.C. 552, to explain your appeal rights.  
 
Your decision to contact the FOIA public liaison or OGIS for assistance resolving your dispute 
does not extend the 90-day period in which you can file an appeal. 
 
 

 Sincerely, 
  

 
Bernard McDade 
Acting Disclosure Manager 

                                                                                    Disclosure Office 13 
 
Enclosure: Notice 393 
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unwaranted invasion of persona privacy.
0) could reasonablybeexpectedto discioss the
Identityof a confidential source, including a Stat, local
or foreign agency or authorityorany private nstiution
‘which furnished information on a confidential basis,
and, in the case of a record or nformation compiled by‘a crininal law enforcement authorty i th courseof a
criminal investigation orby an agency conducting a
lawful national securty neligence investigation,
information furnished by a confidential source,
8) would disclose techniques and procedures for law
enforcement investigationso prosecutors, or woud
disclose guidelines for law enforcement Investigations
or prosecutions if such disclosure cou reasonably be
expected to isk circumvention of the law, or
{F) Gould reasonably be expected to endanger te fe or
Physical safety of any individual
018)containedinor related to examination,
operating, or condition epartspreparedby,on behalf
of, or for he use of an agency responsifor the
regulationorsupervision of nancial institutions,

19) geclogical and geophysical information and
data, including maps, concerning wel.

—_— ==
 

 
 

 


