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Datefundscollected: September 1st, 2021

Nameofremitter. Webster, Chamberlain&Bean, LLP(Defendingthe Republic, Inc.-B30537; DOCS#2106:21488)
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Deposit Information:
Organization Code 42-10.07:25-000
Expansion Option 42

Ifany questions,Contact Person Genevieve Hl, Seior Atomey
PhoneNumberof ContactPerson (850) 245-1000

Datefunds received:_4-/= 2]
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To: Genevieve Hall
Senior Attomey
Office of General Counsel
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

J From: Charles M. Watkins

“Date: August 24,2021

Re: Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services v. Defending the
Republic. Inc., Case No. 2106-21488

Genevieve,

T've enclosed our checkfor $10,000.00, in paymentofthe administrative fine agreed to in
our settlement. Please e-mail me confirmation when you receive the FedEx envelope
(should be not later than Friday).

DTR’s accountant is working on the financial statements, and we expect to timely send
them to you.

“Thank you for your consideration in resolving this matter. Please contact me if you have
any questions.

Fonda Digt.ofgripeGeneral Conga Cy

AUG 31 001
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STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER
SERVICES

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AND CONSUMER SERVICES, Case No: 2106-21488

Agency Clerk No.: B30537
Petitioner,

DEFENDING THE REPUBLIC, INC, a
Texas Corporation.

Respondent.
pC

SETTLEMENTAGREEMENT

IT IS HEREBY AGREED by and between the FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES (hereinafter referred 0 s the “Department’)

and DEFENDING THE REPUBLIC, INC, (hercinafer efecred to as “Respondent” as follows:

1. The Departmenthas jurisdiction over the pertcs and the subject matter.

2. By excoutionofthis Settlement Agreement the Department and Respondent.

intend to, and do so, resolve al issues related to this Adrministrative Case No. 2106-21488/

Agency Clerk No. B30537. The Respondent waives any and all rights, including any

provided under Chapter 120, Florida Statutes, 0 2ppeal of request a hearing with respect to

the Administrative Complaint No. 2016-21488/Agency Cleck No. B30537 and this

Settlement Agreement

3. Respondent agrees opaythe Departmentastipulated administrative ine in the

‘amountofTen Thousand Dollars (510,000) within 30 daysofthe signingofthis agreement.
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The payment shall be made payable by cashier's check or money order to the Florida

DepertmentofAgriculture and Consamer Services and delivered to Genevieve Hall, Esq,
OfficeofGeneral Counsel, Mayo Building, 407 South Calhoun Sree, Suite 520,

Tallehassee, Florida 32399-0800.

4. Respondent shall submitan audited Financial Statementno laterthan 90-days

from the signing this agreement. The audited Financial Statement shall be for the time period

between December 1, 2020 through July 31, 2021 and must includeth following:

a. A balance sheet.

b. A statement of support, revenue and expenses, and any change in the urd

balance.

©. The names and addressesofthe charitable organizationsorsponsors,

professional fundraising consultant, professional soliciors, and commersial

o-venturers used, if any, and the amounts received therefrom, ifany.

d. A statement offunctionsl expenses that must include, but is not limited to,
expenses in the following categories:

i. Program service costs.

ii. Management and general costs

i. Fundraising costs.

¢. The audited financi statement must include an attestation tht the sudited

financial statement was audited by an independent certified public

accountant.

5. Respondent shall submit prooftha since Mey 21, 2021 and up unl the
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Respondent's registration date, it has not solicited from a person residing in the State of

Florida. This documentation shal be provided within 30 days ofthe signingoftis

agreement.

6. Any breach by the Responder ofthe provisions in paragraphs 3,4, and 5ofthis

agreement shall permit the Departmentt0 pursueany and all legal and equitable remedics. In

theeventofbreach, Respondent shell forfeit any amounts paid ( the Department pursuantto

this agreement. In addition, the Respondent's registration shall not continue in effect and

shall expire without further actionofthe Department.

7. The Respondent shall comply with alofthe provisionsof Chapter496,

Florida Statutes and the Department's rules promulgated thereunder. Any futurefailure of

Respondent to abide by the Department's ules and the provisionsofChapter 496, Florida

Statutes, shal result in further actionby the Department against Respondentas provided by

aw.

8. The undersigned represents and warrants that he has the sol right and exclusive

authority to excute this Settlement Agreement on behalfofthe Respondent. In addition, the

undersigned represents and warrants thatno ther persons possess ofhas possessed any

interest in the claims, demands, obligation, o causesofaction referred o in tis agreement,

except as otherwise set forth inthis agreement. Further, the undersigned represents and

‘warrants that Respondent has not sold, assigned, transferred, conveyed, or otherwise disposed

ofanyofthe claims, demands, obligation, oFcauseofaction referred 0 in this agreement.

9. The Respondent and Department represent that each has read the agresment and

understands the content and effect of this Settlement Agreement. Each party hereto
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Voluntarily executed ths Sectlement Agreement and did not do so under dures, that, or
Gocreionofany kind, and this agreement shal be binding upon end inure to the benefit ofthe
Department's and Respondent's personal representative, heirs, successors, and assignees.

10. The validity ofthis Sexiement Agreement, the construction and enforcement ofits
teams, and the Interpretationof th righs and duties ofthe partes shll be govemed by the
lawofthe State of Florida without regard to the conflictsof law rules. If ligation sintated
With regard 0 this Settlement Agreement, the partes ageee that venue and jurisdictionofany
Tigation between them shall be vested in courtof competent jurisdiction sting in Leon
County, Florida. Respondent agrees to acceptanceofsericeofprocess outside the State of
Florida in any mater to be submitted to any court pursuant to this Settlement Agreement. :

11. No modification, amendment, supplement to or waiverofthis Settlement
Agreemento any of ts provisions shal be binding upon the partis hereto unless made in
writing and duly signed by both partes A failure or delayofcither party to this Settlement
Agreement 0 enforce at any time any ofthe provisionsof tis Settlement Agreement,o to
exercise any option which is herein provided, oro require at any time pecformanceofany of
the provisions hereof, shal in no way be construed to be & waiverofsuch provision ofthis

SettlementAgreement.
12. In exchangeforthe considerations contained hein, Respondent hereby releases

and forever discharges the Department, and its employees,ofand from any and al clas,
demands, rights, damages, penalties, fine, losses, clams for attomey’ fees,costs and
expenses, and causesof action whatsoever, inlaw or in equity, whichRespondent over had,
or now has, acising out ofo in any way relating to Administrative Case No. 2106-21488/
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Agency Clerk No. B30537, this settlement or the underlying ft and circumstances relating

10 this matter, including any records requests mad in connection with this action.

13. Inthe event any one or moreofthe provisions ofthis Settlement Agreement shall

forany reason be held to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable, the remaining provisionsofthis

Setlement Agreement shall be unimpaired, and the invalid, illegal or unenforceable

provision shall be replacedbya mutually acceptable provision, which being valid, legal and

enforceable, comes closest to the tention ofthe partes underlying the invalid, illegal or

unenforceable provision. This Settlement Agreement, together with alattachmentsand

exhibits, ifany, constitutesthe entire Stement Agreement between the parties and

supersedes all previous agreements, promises, proposals, eepresentations, understandings,

and negotiations, whether written or oral, between the partcs respecting the subject matier
hereof.

14. This Settlement Agreement and any acts or matters giving riseto it do not affect

any administrative procceding involving any other agency, nor do they affect any other civil
or criminal liability ofthe Respondent for the acts which were the basisofthis matter

15. Each party shall bear its own attorney's fees and coss.

16. This Agreement may be executed incounterparts, cachofwhich, when exceed

‘and delivered, shall be an original, but only al such counterparts together shall constitute this

Agreement. This Agreement and its counterparts may also be signed or transmitted

electronically, and suchelectronicsignatures or transmissionof this Agreement shall

constitute an original signed Agreement,
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