
November 3, 2021 
 

To: Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Board of Trustees 

          
As artists we come together to call for the removal of the Sackler name from the walls of the 
Metropolitan Museum.  
 
Last year, Purdue Pharma, the makers of OxyContin, pled guilty in federal court to three 
criminal conspiracy charges. They admitted that they defrauded the United States government, 
lied to the Drug Enforcement Agency, and violated federal anti-kickback laws — paying 
providers to prescribe more of Purdue’s products. The company also pled guilty to federal 
criminal charges in 2007, as did the company’s President, Chief Legal Officer and former Chief 
Medical Officer.  
 
Purdue Pharma is a private company owned by a single family, the Sacklers. This is not a third-
party investment, this is a one-to-one relationship. The Sackler family – several of whom trained 
as medical doctors – were active members of Purdue’s board and micro-managed the 
company. As was revealed in court proceedings, despite knowing about the addictive dangers 
of OxyContin for over twenty years, the company aggressively marketed their opioids as less 
addictive and engaged in schemes to defraud doctors and the U.S. government.  
 
The opioid epidemic has killed over half a million people in the United States alone. Last year, 
69,710 people died from opioid related overdoses.  
 
Given these facts, we are horrified by the recent bankruptcy settlement reached in September 
2021, which would provide civil immunity to the Sackler family, their unborn heirs, their lawyers, 
and hundreds of associates. The Sacklers will continue to profit while paying off the settlement. 
While the Sacklers publicly distance themselves from Purdue, in private the Sacklers secretly 
entered into a Joint Defense Agreement with Purdue’s legal team, resulting in a $1,000,000 fine 
by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Department of Justice stated the immunity deal is 
unconstitutional and illegal and is already appealing the bankruptcy settlement.   
 
We stand alongside the many investigative journalists including Patrick Radden Keefe, and with 
the artist Nan Goldin, and the direct action group P.A.I.N. (Prescription Addiction Intervention 
Now), who have worked to hold the Sackler family accountable despite being subjected to legal 
threats and other forms of intimidation.  
 
The Metropolitan Museum is a public institution dedicated to art, learning and knowledge that 
generations have created to benefit our society. Honoring the Sackler name on the walls of the 
Met erodes the Met’s relationship with artists and the public. Given the federal crimes committed 
by Purdue Pharma and the staggering national death toll, this is a situation of force majeure. 
 
The bankruptcy settlement bans the Sacklers from putting their name on institutions for nearly a 
decade, recognizing the connection between their name and the crimes that their company 
committed. The Louvre, Tufts Medical School and other institutions have removed the Sackler 
name from their walls. We call upon the trustees to take down the Sackler name on or before its 
next board meeting of November 9, 2021.  
 
Sincerely, 
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