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USS Oklahoma, a 27,500-ton Nevada class battleship, was built at Camden, New Jersey. She was 
commissioned in May 1916 and generally operated in the Atlantic over the next five years. In mid-1918, 
Oklahoma went to European waters to help protect convoys. Late in that year and in June 1919 she escorted 
President Wilson during his voyages to and from France. In 1921, the battleship moved to the Pacific, 
visiting the west coast of South America prior to joining the Pacific Fleet. During most of the rest of the 
decade, Oklahoma served with the Battle Fleet during its many exercises, drills and Fleet Problems. She 
participated in the Fleet's trans-Pacific cruise to Australia and New Zealand in mid-1925. In the summer of 
1927, she transported Naval Academy Midshipmen from the east to the west coast during their annual 
training cruise.

Oklahoma was modernized at the Philadelphia Navy Yard in 1927-29, emerging with a greatly altered 
appearance and notably improved battleworthiness. After brief service with the Scouting Fleet, she returned 
to the Pacific in mid-1930, and renewed her participation in the Battle Fleet's activities. In July 1936, 
Oklahoma was sent to Europe to help evacuate U.S. citizens and others during the Spanish Civil War. She 
rejoined the Battle Fleet in the Pacific later in the year.

In 1940, Oklahoma's base was shifted from the U.S. west coast to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. She was at Pearl 
Harbor when the Japanese attacked on 7 December 1941. Moored outboard of USS Maryland (BB-46), she 
was hit by a great number of Japanese Type 91 aerial torpedoes. With her port side torn open over much of 
its length, Oklahoma rapidly rolled over and sank to the harbor bottom, with the loss of over 400 of her crew.
Many of the men trapped in her upturned hull were cut free through the intense efforts of Sailors and civilian 
Navy Yard employees.

During 1943, Oklahoma was the subject of a massive salvage undertaking, involving turning her upright, 
patching her damages and refloating her. She was drydocked late in the year to be stripped of guns and other 
equipment and repaired sufficiently to make her relatively watertight. Too old and badly damaged to be 
worth returning to service, Oklahoma was formally decommissioned in September 1944. She was sold for 
scrapping in December 1946, but sank while under tow from Hawaii to California in May 1947.

For more imagery on the salvage of USS Oklahoma, please see S-082 Captain F.H. Whitaker Collection. 
Then-Commander Whitaker supervised the Oklahoma salvage operations, and he donated nearly 500 images 
to this organization.
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