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School &2

OSD/JS FOIA Requester Service Center
Office of Freedom of Information

1155 Defense Pentagon Washington, DC
20301-1155

whs.mc-alex.esd.mbx.osd-js-foia-requester-service-center@mail.mil
May 24, 2019
Dear FOIA Officer,
I submit this request pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”),
5 U.S.C. § 552, to the Department of Defense (DOD) for records from the Saddam

Hussein Regime collection of the former Conflict Records Research Center.

Background

In 2010, the Conflict Records Research Center (CRRC) was established at
National Defense University to fulfill the Secretary of Defense’s intent to enable
research into records captured by U.S. and coalition forces abroad. The goal was to
support such research with
“complete and rigid adherence to academic freedom and integrity.” The CRRC’s
mission was to facilitate the use of captured records by researchers both within and
outside the government. Following its establishment, CRRC staff oversaw the
translation and digital archiving of declassified records captured by US or coalition
forces in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere, and made them available to journalists
and scholars.

Among the declassified records held by CRRC was a particular set referred
to as the Saddam Hussein Regime collection. These digital records are of two
types. There are thousands of pages of documents describing activities of the
Saddam Hussein Regime in Iraq before 2003. Secondly, there are thousands of
hours of audio files containing recorded conversations of regime leaders.
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CRRC historians translated from Arabic into English, created transcripts,
and made available to researchers approximately two hundred hours of these audio
files. Each file is identified by a thirteendigit alphanumeric code. In many of the
conversations released, CRRC researchers identified Saddam Hussein as a
participant in the
discussions. In 2011, two CRRC historians and an outside scholar, Mark E. Stout
of Johns Hopkins University, published a book containing annotated excerpts of
these audio transcripts. The book is entitled The Saddam Tapes: The Inner
Workings of a Tyrant’s Regime, 1978-2001; it was published by Cambridge
University Press in 2011. The book contains excerpted raw transcripts from the
CRRC collection. (See Exhibit A, attached).

In 2015, the CRRC closed because of budgetary issues. There remains a
WordPress site containing some but by no means all of the Center’s materials. The
site, for example, contains 28 transcripts of translated and declassified
conversations where Saddam Hussein is a participant:
https://conflictrecords.wordpress.com. Included on that WordPress site contains a
Saddam Hussein Collection index with alphanumeric codes of published,
translated documents and transcripts of audio recordings. (See Exhibit B, attached).

Initially the Department of Defense sought to transfer the CRRC records to
an independent university but was unable to decide on a way forward. Eventually,
the full archive of CRRC’s digital records were removed to an office under the
supervision of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Strategy, Plans and
Capabilities, where the records remain today, unavailable to the researchers and
journalists they were intended to serve.

Requested Records

Pursuant to FOIA, I request copies of the following;:

1) All English language transcripts from the CRRC’s Saddam Hussein
Regime collection corresponding to the alphanumeric codes attached as
Appendix A;

2) All Arabic language transcripts from the CRRC’s Saddam Hussein
Regime corresponding to the codes attached as Appendix A;
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3) All digital audio files corresponding to the English and Arabic language
transcripts listed in Appendix A.

Please search all records systems, databases, offices, and other repositories that
could contain responsive records, including the office of the Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Strategy, Plans and Capabilities, which sponsored CRRC in the first
instance and now holds its records.

Fee Benefit and Fee Waiver Requested

As a representative of the news media — I am the Dean of the
Graduate School of Journalism at Columbia University, a staff writer at 7he New
Yorker, and a Penguin Press author of nonfiction books — I request a fee benefit
which would require me to pay only for the direct cost of duplication after the first
100 pages of responsive records. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II). I regularly
research, write and publish magazine articles and books about American foreign
policy and government activities. I intend to analyze and disseminate information
obtained through this Request to the general public via my work as a writer and
author.

In the event that records responsive to this Request exceed 100 pages, I am
willing to pay up to $200.00 in duplication fees. Please inform me if fees will
exceed that amount before proceeding.

I also seek a fee waiver pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) because
disclosure of these records is “likely to contribute significantly to public
understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily
in the commercial interest of the requester.” Id.; see also 32 C.F.R. § 16.10. As
noted above, in this case, the government itself previously released the records
because it believed their dissemination would contribute significantly to public
understanding about the kinds of totalitarian or authoritarian regimes that affect
U.S. government decision-making and operations. The records were withdrawn not
because of any contrary consideration, but for budgetary reasons. As an author
who writes regularly about America’s conflicts with fragile and authoritarian
states, I intend to use the information in these records help the public understand
the origins of U.S. conflict in Iraq, the intelligence failures regarding Saddam
Hussein’s WMD programs, and other matters of continuing importance to the
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public and the government. These records are being sought for dissemination to the
public through multiple publishing and communication channels.

Conclusion

If this request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions
by reference to specific exemptions of the act and include an explanation of why
the Department of Defense “reasonably forsees that disclosure would harm an
interest protected” by the particular exemption. 5 U.S.C. § 5552(a)(8).

If you have any questions regarding this request, please do not hesitate to
email me at stevecollny@gmail.com.

Sincerely,

Steve Coll
Dean, Columbia Graduate School of Journalism
Staff Writer, The New Yorker

Attachment: Exhibit A
Exhibit B
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Appendix A

. SH-MISC-D-000-224
Description: April 18, 2001 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
Liberian parliament president

. SH-MISC-D-000-225
Description: Circa 1995 to 1999 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and Alvarez Cambras of Cuba

. SH-MISC-D-000-249
Description: August 21, 2001 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and Alvarez Cambras of Cuba

. SH-MISC-D-000-456
Description: September 26, 2001 meeting between Russian envoy
Ahmed Kadrof and Iragi official, possibly Saddam Hussein

. SH-MISC-000-652

Description: August 4, 1990 to February 21, 1993 meetings
between Saddam Hussein and Yemeni President, and between
Saddam Hussein and George Habash

. SH-MISC-000-695
Description: October 12 to October 13, 1980 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and various Iraqi officials

. SH-MISC-001-055
Description: Circa August 1990 to 2003 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and cabinet ministers



8. SH-PDWN-D-000-145
Description: January 1, 2001 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and Foyselaf Shesheel

9. SH-PDWN-D-000-533
Description: October 6 to October 10, 1990 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and Soviet delegation

10. SH-PDWN-D-000-566
Description: February 11 to October 29, 1980 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and the General Command of the Armed Forces

11. SH-PDWN-D-000-607
Description: February 25 1985 to July 31 1986 meetings between
Saddam Hussein, Barzan al-Tikriti and Army Chief

12. SH-PDWN-D-000-937
Description: July 1, 1990 meeting with Saddam Hussein speaking
about marriage, women’s liberation and other topics

13. SH-PDWN-D-000-939
Description: February 4 to 5, 1998 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and Arab foreign ministers and delegates

14 . SH-PDWN-D-000-954

Description: January 1980 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
Ba’ath Party officials

15. SH-PDWN-D-001-028
Description: August 25, 1981 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and the General Command of the Armed forces

16. SH-PDWN-001-029



Description: May 11, 1983 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
the head of the Iragi Army

17. SH-RVVC-D-000-610
Description: Circa February 1992 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and military commanders

18. SH-SHTP-A-000-554
Description: Circa 1988 to 1989 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and Iraqi officials

19. SH-SHTP-A-000-562
Description: Circa 1990 to 1995 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and Iragi military commanders

20. SH-SHTP-A-000-564
Description: Circa 1992 to 1993 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and high-ranking Iraqi officials

21. SH-SHTP-A-000-565
Description: Circa August 7 1995 to February 23 1996 meeting
between Saddam Hussein and high-ranking Iraqi officials

22. SH-SHTP-A-000-568
Description: Circa June 1988 to September 1988 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and high-ranking officers

23. SH-SHTP-A-000-613
Description: Circa 1979 to 1984 Meeting between Saddam
Hussein and Ba’ath Party members regarding chem weapons

24. SH-SHTP-A-000-617



Description: August 1, 1989 meeting between Saddam Hussein,
Ali Hasan Majid and governors

25. SH-SHTP-A-000-625
Description: Circa 1993 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
the National Command

26. SH-SHTP-A-000-628
Description: Circa February 1982 briefing to Saddam Hussein

27. SH-SHTP-A-000-632
Description: Circa August 4 to August 28 1990 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and ministers regarding invasion of Kuwait

28. SH-SHTP-A-000-634
Description: March 28, 1987 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and military corps commanders

29. SH-SHTP-A-000-636
Description: Circa 1987 to 1988 meeting of Iraqi officials

30. SH-SHTP-A-000-637
Description: Circa 1988 meeting with Saddam Hussein and
military advisers

31. SH-SHTP-A-000-638
Description: Circa November 15 to November 30 1986 meeting
between Saddam Hussein and the Revolutionary Command
Council on President Reagan’s speech about the U.S. and Iran

32. SH-SHTP-A-000-654
Description: September 20 1990 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and Iragi officials



33. SH-SHTP-A-000-665
Description: Circa October 21 1988 to June 4 1989 meeting
between Saddam Hussein and Revolutionary Command Council

34. SH-SHTP-A-000-668
Description: Circa September 1980 to August 1988 meeting
between Saddam Hussein and military leaders

35. SH-SHTP-A-000-672
Description: Circa 1990 to 1999 National Command meeting with
Saddam Hussein

36. SH-SHTP-A-000-674
Description: Circa February 1991 to March 1991 Saddam Hussein
and his inner circle discussing the United States

37. SH-SHTP-A-000-710
Description: July 21 1982 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
cabinet ministers

38. SH-SHTP-A-000-714
Description: Circa 1992 to 1998 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and Council of Ministers

39. SH-SHTP-A-000-715
Description: December 20 1986 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and the Iragi Command

40. SH-SHTP-A-000-723
Description: Circa 2000 to 2003 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and Ba’ath Party officials



41. SH-SHTP-A-000-732
Description: Circa 1989 to 1990 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and Iraqi officials

42. SH-SHTP-A-000-734
Description: Circa November 1994 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and the Revolutionary Command Council

43. SH-SHTP-A-000-735
Description: October 18 1984 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and Iraqi officials

44, SH-SHTP-A-000-740
Description: Circa July 13 1987 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and his cabinet

45. SH-SHTP-A-000-755
Description: Circa July 1993 to 1996 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and high-ranking Iraqi officials

46. SH-SHTP-A-000-758
Description: Circa October 1995 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and advisors

47. SH-SHTP-A-000-761
Description: Circa 1989 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
Iraqi ministers

48. SH-SHTP-A-000-774
Description: Circa January 1992 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and his cabinet



49. SH-SHTP-A-000-786
Description: Undated meeting between Saddam Hussein and the
Revolutionary Command Council

50. SH-SHTP-A-000-790
Description: Circa 1994 to 1995 meeting between Saddam
Hussein, his cabinet and Ba’ath Party members

51. SH-SHTP-A-000-791
Description: Circa July 1995 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and the Council of Ministers

52. SH-SHTP-A-000-810
Description: December 25 1990 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and a Jordanian youth delegation

53. SH-SHTP-A-000-813
Description: Undated meeting between Saddam Hussein and
senior military officials.

54. SH-SHTP-A-000-814
Description: February 5, 1995 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and Revolutionary Council

55. SH-SHTP-A-000-815
Description: Circa 1982 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
council of ministers

56. SH-SHTP-A-000-816
Description: August 9 1988 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and Ba’ath Party members

57. SH-SHTP-A-000-817



Description: Circa January 1995 meeting with Saddam Hussein on
the 4t anniversary of the U.S. attack on Iraq

58. SH-SHTP-A-000-821
Description: Undated meeting between Saddam Hussein and Arab
leaders.

59. SH-SHTP-A-000-822
Description: Undated meeting between Saddam Hussein and Iraqi
officers.

60. SH-SHTP-A-000-828
Description: Circa August 7 1995 and 1998 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and unknown individuals regarding Hussein
Kamel.

61. SH-SHTP-A-000-830
Description: Circa 1992 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
Iraqi officials.

62. SH-SHTP-A-000-834
Description: Circa 1993 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
political officials.

63. SH-SHTP-A-000-849
Description: May 1, 1991 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
military officials.

64. SH-SHTP-A-000-852
Description: Circa March 5 to April 5 1992 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and military officials.

65. SH-SHTP-A-000-858



Description: Circa June 7 1981 to 1988 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and Iraqi officials.

66. SH-SHTP-A-000-871
Description: February 23 1998 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and lraqi officials.

67. SH-SHTP-A-000-874
Description: Circa February 5 2001 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and Ba’ath Party members.

68. SH-SHTP-A-000-877
Description: Circa November 6 to 30 1995 Meeting with Saddam
Hussein and his cabinet discussing Yitzhak Rabin assassination.

69. SH-SHTP-A-000-895
Description: Circa 1997 to 1999 Saddam Hussein meeting with the
Revolutionary Council about UN inspections.

70. SH-SHTP-A-000-904
Description: Circa 1996 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
Iraqi officials.

71. SH-SHTP-A-000-905
Description: Circa July to December 1994 discussions between
Iragi ministers regarding the conflict between Kurdish factions.

72. SH-SHTP-A-000-911
Description: November 26 1979 discussion between Saddam
Hussein and Iraqi officials.

73. SH-SHTP-A-000-913



Description: Circa July 1988 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and advisors.

74. SH-SHTP-A-000-930
Description: Circa December 1989 dialogue between Saddam
Hussein, Iraqi ambassadors and journalists

75. SH-SHTP-A-000-958
Description: May 27 1987 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
Iraqi officials.

76. SH-SHTP-A-000-989
Description: April 15 1995 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
the Council of Ministers.

77. SH-SHTP-A-000- 990
Description: Circa 1995 meeting between Saddam Hussein and his
senior advisors.

78. SH-SHTP-A-001-012
Description: Circa March 1991 to 1994 meeting where Saddam
Hussein and senior advisors announce the execution of Iragis

79. SH-SHTP-A-001-189
Description: August 28 1995 meeting with Saddam Hussein on
Hussein Kamil’s defection.

80. SH-SHTP-A-001-230
Description: Circa December 28 1990, Saddam Hussein
reprimanding an official.

81. SH-SHTP-A-001-238



Description: September 3 1994 meeting with Saddam Hussein and
political advisors discussing oil, deserters and a dispute with Saudi
Arabia

82. SH-SHTP-A-001-269
Description: February 29 1992 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and his advisors.

83. SH-SHTP-A-001-294
Description: March 9 1994 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
the Revolutionary Command Council.

84. SH-SHTP-A-001-298
Description: Undated meeting between Saddam Hussein and Iraqi
ministers regarding Iraq under sanctions.

85. SH-SHTP-A-001-323
Description: Undated meeting between Saddam Hussein and Iraqi
high-ranking officers.

86. SH-SHTP-A-001-396
Description: May 3 1989 meeting in which Saddam Hussein talks
about Ba’ath ideology.

87. SH-SHTP-A-001-398
Description: February 9 1986 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and members of the Arab League.

88. SH-SHTP-A-001-404
Description: Circa 1980 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
the Revolutionary Command Council.

89. SH-SHTP-A-001-405



Description: Circa 1982 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
the Revolutionary Command Council about an assassination plot.

90. SH-SHTP-A-001-440
Description: Undated meeting between Saddam Hussein, Qusay
Hussain, and his ministers.

91. SH-SHTP-A-001-441
Description: November 4, 2001 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and high-ranking Iraqi officials.

92. SH-SHTP-A-001-488
Description: Circa April 1994 to June 1997 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and his senior advisors.

93. SH-SHTP-A-001-459
Description: Circa 1994 Saddam meeting with Ba’ath Party
members discussing the economic situation.

94. SH-SHTP-A-001-461
Description: December 21 1991 Baath Revolutionary Command
meeting with Saddam Hussein.

95. SH-SHTP-A-001-462
Description: February 6 1996 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and the Council of Ministers.

96. SH-SHTP-A-001-463
Description: September 9 1995 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and members of the Military Office.

97. SH-SHTP-A-001-464



Description: April 30 1993 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
his cabinet.

98. SH-SHTP-A-001-465
Description: September 17 1992 meeting between Saddam
Hussein, Tariq Aziz, and other senior officials.

99. SH-SHTP-A-001-475
Description: August 7 1990 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and his senior advisors about Kuwait.

100. SH-SHTP-A-001-476
Description: Circa May 1995 to August 25 1995 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and senior advisors.

101. SH-SHTP-A-001-478
Description: Circa July 1994 to December 1994 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and the Council of Ministers.

102. SH-SHTP-A-001-479
Description: Circa September 8 to September 22 1998 Saddam
Hussein discussing UN weapons inspections, etc.

103. SH-SHTP-A-001-481
Description: Circa 1995 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
high-ranking officers.

104. SH-SHTP-A-001-483
Description: Circa July 1998 to June 1999 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and the Council of Ministers.

105. SH-SHTP-A-001-487



Description: Circa October 11 1990 to January 1991 Saddam and
his senior advisors discuss Kuwait and America.

106. SH-SHTP-D-000-411
Description: September 12 to 24 1986 meetings between Saddam
Hussein and Iraqi political and military leaders.

107. SH-SHTP-D-000-538
Description: June 27 1988 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
Iraqi generals.

108. SH-SHTP-D-000-539
Description: Circa 1983 meeting between Saddam Hussein, Iraqi
generals and Jordanian leader.

109. SH-SHTP-D-000-557
Description: December 15 1990 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and senior advisors.

110. SH-SHTP-D-000-567
Description: October 5 1985 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and Ba’ath Party officials.

111. SH-SHTP-D-000-572
Description: Circa January 1981 to April 1993 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and the Minister of Interior and Army chief.

112. SH-SHTP-D-000-574
Description: Circa October 1980 meetings between Saddam
Hussein and the General Command of the Armed Forces.

113. SH-SHTP-D-000-611



Description: Circa January 1991 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and Yasser Arafat.

114. SH-SHTP-D-000-623
Description: October 17 1980 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and the General Command of the Armed Forces.

115. SH-SHTP-D-000-624
Description: December 28 to 29 1980 meetings between Saddam
Hussein and Iragi officials.

116. SH-SHTP-D-000-667
Description: Circa 1985 to 1989 meeting between Saddam Husein
and Ba’ath Party members.

117. SH-SHTP-D-000-673
Description: Circa 1991 meeting between high ranking Iraqi
military officials.

118. SH-SHTP-D-000-709
Description: Circa February to March 1991 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and his inner circle re the United States.

119. SH-SHTP-D-000-711
Description: Circa 1993 to 1994 Ba’ath Party meeting re United
States and Somalia.

120. SH-SHTP-D-000-712
Description: Circa October 1981 to November 1981 meeting
between Saddam Hussein and Iraqgi officials.

121. SH-SHTP-D-000-713



Description: Circa 1994 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
the Revolutionary Command Council.

122. SH-SHTP-D-000-725
Description: Circa 1995 to 1996 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and his top advisors.

123. SH-SHTP-D-000-752
Description: Circa October 1978 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and high officials.

124. SH-SHTP-D-000-757
Description: Circa 1993 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
military officials.

125. SH-SHTP-D-000-759
Description: Undated meeting between Saddam Hussein and
members of al-Ubur Conference.

126. SH-SHTP-D-000-760
Description: Cirica 1990 to 1999 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and National Command re bio and chem weapons.

127. SH-SHTP-D-000-763
Description: Circa 1990 to 1999 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and the Council of Ministers.

128. SH-SHTP-D-000-773
Description: Undated meeting between Saddam Hussein and the
Armed Forces General Command.

129. SH-SHTP-D-000-797



Description: Circa 1994 Saddam Hussein and Iragi Commander
discussing UN inspections.

130. SH-SHTP-D-000-798
Description: Circa 1993 Saddam Hussein discussion regarding
American politics and involvement in Somalia.

131. SH-SHTP-D-000-799
Description: Circa September 1996 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and Revolutionary Command Council regarding U.S.
presidential elections.

132. SH-SHTP-D-000-826
Description: October 31 1980 meetings between Saddam Hussein
and high-ranking officers.

133. SH-SHTP-D-000-846
Description: October 17 1980 meeting of the General Command
of the Armed Forces.

134. SH-SHTP-D-000-864
Description: Circa September 1982 meeting between Saddam
Hussein and his commanding officers.

135. SH-SHTP-V-000-589
Description: Circa July 1988 to December 1988 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and military officials on Iran-Iraq war.

136. SH-SHTP-V-000-612
Description: Circa July 1988 to December 1988 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and senior military officials.

137. SH-SHTP-V-001-477



Description: Circa May 8 to December 15 1995 meeting between
Saddam Hussein and his ministers discussing Mexico, France,
Palestine and the United States.

138. SH-SPPC-D-000-217
Description: July 18 1991 meeting between Saddam Hussein and a
National Islamic Front Leader in Sudan.

139. SH-SPPC-D-000-304
Description: March 14 2002 meeting between Saddam Hussein
and Nijirfan al-Barzani about the possibility of a U.S. attack on
Iraq.

140. SH-SPPC-D-000-334
Description: July 18 2001 meeting between Saddam Hussein and
the Russian delegate for Special Missions.

141. SH-SPPC-D-000-452
Description: July 11 2002 meeting between Saddam Hussein and a
delegation from India.
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SPECIAL MUNITIONS

The Revolutionary Command Council Piscusses Civil Defense
Measures and fragi Morale in the Face of Potential Nuclear Strikes,
on Iraqi Cities (29 December 1990)%°

Ali: Some have suggested that we pollute it [the Kuwaiti sewer system] with chemical
material. I, frankly, did not agree to that, because as you know, such pollution
requires a great deal to prepare for how we will sanitize, how we will clean, and
then I do not know when [inaudible, possibly “the rain™] will come down, and
the possibility that it will wash it down, and thus its efficacy will almost be nil.
Consequently, this will hurt us at sea, especially if it is used in larger quantities than
what was previously determined, or more than expected. We will start dry runs and
efficient and swift practices from the 1oth, Your Excellency Mr. President, until the
14th. We did not start with the citizens as they are scared from the beginning. We
do not want to scare the citizens, as I fear that this will negatively affect the fighters’
morale when they see the fear and reaction of citizens. So we decided to wait a period
of two weeks. I mean, this period is for us, for the fighters, so we can begin the first
dry run or the first practice to vaccinate our comrades and our troops. And then the
following days, oh, frankly, the other four days, we decided to give the last two days
as a rest for the soldiers, I mean for the fighters. This way they are prepared for the
night of the 15th.

Ali: The other comment, Your Excellency, is what is happening in Baghdad with
regard to civil defense awareness. There is an explanation about the effects of atomic,
nuclear bombs, its efficacy, what does it do, how many people will it kill and how
many people will it decimate. All of this awareness is frightening the people and
instilling fear. The professors who come and lecture at the ministries, at the schools,
at other places, they present details of this war or this bomb. We do not have to do
that; we only have to provide awareness about preventive measures of such bombs.
But when we keep discussing the effects of these bombs [speaker laughs]. Honestly,
Sir, we drive them crazy.

The other comment, perhaps our brothers at civil defense are not paying sufficient
attention to it, and this is that the evacuation usually takes place to the north and not
to the south. I am sure they know, but as you know, north Baghdad is hindered by
the Dijla River, those who come from al-Tharthar.®' And we only have one bridge; if
that bridge is hit, all of Baghdad will be at a standstill. We have to acquire a group of
bridges and we have to quickly mount bridge heads now, so that whenever the need
exists to erect them, we could do so. This matter worries me a lot. I am concerned
with the right side of the Dijla River, not its left. I fear that it will be completely
severed, then the exodus will take place toward the south and heading to the south,
if it is in the direction of chemical attack and I mean, the contamination, this is a
dangerous state. '

% SH-SHTP-A-001-042, “Saddam and the Revolutionary Command Council Discussing the
Iragi Invasion of Kuwait and the Expected US Attack,” 29 December 1990. For more
information on Irag’s plans and exercises to evacuate Baghdad in the event of coalition
WMD strikes, see *SH-PDWN-D-co1-248, “Correspondence between Presidential Diwan
and Other Iraqi Authorities Discussing Emergency Evacuation Plans for Iraqi Cities in the
Event of an Attack Using Weapons of Mass Destruction,” 29 December 1990.

! The Dijla River is a tributary to the Tigris.
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responded, “Yes we are
told you to egfse all’that
is the correct approach fo
told you that evacuation,
at the Command meeting.

But this, this fear factor, I urge you to stop it. I wonder why were we educated, all
of this hoopla about the effects of nuclear and atomic attack. These are scare tactics.
It frightens the children, it frightens their parents, it frightens the fighter . ..

Izzat: Your Excellency Mr. President, what Comrade Ali has stated regarding the
timing of the mass attack is correct. It is true that it has caused a state of fear in
society. I mean, this could create such a state. Even now, such a state of fear exists
among some troops. Some of the troops are suffering from an unbalanced state with
regard to their thinking about how to deal with the war. We cannot segregate the
society from the soldiers in the war front. If the society is in a state of fear, it will
affect the fighters, and I agree with what Comrade Ali has stated, they go to their -

Izzat: The written plan —

Saddam: But - no proble;
ation should be carried ou
And you told me that this
very smooth. And Comrac

Sa’d:** [Inqudible voices |
[inaudible] but do not infc

Saddam: Families.

Izzat: Families, so worried about this state and they hear that their families will be in Saddam: Bur tell them —
this miserable state, being subjected to bombing, high temperature, poisoning, and
other effects. They will be demoralized. So I suggest, and I support Comrade Ali,

that explanation shall be limited to prevention only.

Sa’d: And we applied this

Saddam: And this will m
those who do not want to ¢
war is not with Iran, not e
for the purposes of photog
them, and other times the
when we have identified si
or not known? Well, whic
tents, or to be bombed wh

Saddam: Comrade [Izzat], give me leeway to speak frankly with you, at this moment
of ours. He who does not want to contribute in raising the morale, I urge him not to
contribute in the lowering of morale. It is not right that I speak in this manner at the
Command level, but let me be frank with you. What are we, a bunch of kids? ...

The civil defense has brought us back, at least in Baghdad, to a period when public

opinion was agitated, like when we were engaged with Iran. Why did this happen?

1 have said from the beginning, Comrade Izzat, I swear on your moustache to pay

attention to civil defense.6* Isn’t that 5026 1 had a hunch that civil defense would not
be up to par. So why, why is this happening? Our people are united. Excellent. Its*
morale is high, and if you spoil the population, you might as well throw it away in the
garbage. Is this the way to preserve our people’s morale? What is wrong with you?.
Don’t you listen to the people? What is this? Are the people considered a burden on
us? Should we treat the people like robots? I have only scared you once throughou
my entire life before a war and T have rectified my action in the manner of which you
already know, when I scared you and told you that we will be hit by atomic bomb:

Male 5: I they intend to a

Saddam: If they intend to
their tents.

Male 5: Easier —

addam: ...Ts transferring
reserving the morale of
cuation. I place emphas
gh morale. This will be b
Iraqi loses his morale, |
ossible that I will win ¢
De percent, one per thot
oses his morale, I lost

One time you say we want Kuwait, and after that if something happens like th;
rumor, then you adopt another opinion. I asked you, “Are you ready?” And yo

62 Swearing on someone’s moustache is a traditional Arab way of swearing on his honor.
63 Traq apparently began evacuating key cities very shortly after invading Kuwait. Accord
to an Iraqi transcript of a 6 October meeting between Saddam and Soviet envoy Yevge
Primakov, Saddam expressed concern to the Soviet envoy that it would be problematic for
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait under U.S. pressure. He argued that Iraq’s leaders cO
not claim that they were surprised by the strong U.S. reaction, as the Iraqi people “yilk
no; your assessment was correct, because we know you evacuated the cities of Bag
al-Basra, and Salah ad Din [the Iraqi governorate containing Tikrit] in anticipation
American nuclear atrack; your assessment was for a situation that is more difficule th
war.” Saddam added, “What would be our answer then?” See SH-PDWN-D-000°53
“Saddam Meeting with a Soviet Delegation,” 6 October 1990. :

W do you see how this
sfied with the morale of
defense measures that

{Inaudible.)

m: Why, Comrade Iz
Iscussing the evacuati

sibly Sa’d Abd al-Majid
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responded, “Yes we are ready,” and then I rectified my [scare tactic] action, and I
told you to erase all that I had said... We did not agree, Comrade Izzat, that this
is the correct approach for evacuation. Comrade Izzat, you supervise evacuation. I
told you that evacuation, we are not the ones who will evacuate people. I said that
at the Command meeting.

Izzat: The written plan —

Saddam: But — no problem - after the plan, I told you, Comrade Izzat, that evacu-
ation should be carried out by citizens acquainting themselves with the countryside.
And you told me that this will facilitate many things for us, and will make evacuation
very smooth. And Comrade Sa’d, you also spoke.

Sa’d:%* [Inaudible voices in the background) You informed me and told me do not
{inaudible] but do not inform them.

Saddam: But teli them —

Sa’d: And we applied this to a section of Baghdad.

Saddam: And this will make me comfortable, those who want to go can go, and
those who do not want to go, do not have to go. Fine. With regard to evacuation, this
war is not with Iran, not even with Israel, because Israel relies on American satellites
for the purposes of photographing us, and sometimes the Americans cooperate with
them, and other times they do not. This is based on existing policies. Right now,
when we have identified six areas designated for evacuation, are these areas known
or not known? Well, which one is better for these human masses: to be bombed in
tents, or to be bombed while they are in their houses?

Male 5: If they intend to attack them?

Saddam: If they intend to attack them directly, they will bomb them while they are
in their tents. ’

Male §: Easier ~

Saddam: ...Is transferring [evacuating] two million people our goal? The mission
is preserving the morale of those two million people after we have completed the
evacuation. I place emphasis on having the Iraqi remain in his home to maintain his
high morale. This will be better than moving him through a practice [evacuation]. If
the Iraqi Joses his morale, he is defeated. Perhaps [ may not venture into war, but it
is possible that I will win the war without fighting; this is possible, even if you give
it one percent, one per thoysand, and this is still a valid possibility. However, if the
_ Iraqi loses his morale, I los|e the war before fighting.

Now do you see how this phenomenon yields opposite results? So now I'am not
satisfied with the morale of the citizens of Baghdad. Namely, T am not satisfied with
civil defense measures that contribute to such low morale.

Izzat: [Inaudible.]

Saddam: Why, Comrade Izzat, what is happening with us? Didn’t we say when we
were discussing the evacuation plan, that every citizen should befriend a rural citizen,

& Possibly Sa’d Abd al-Majid al-Faysal al-Tikriti, Ba’ath Party Regional Command chairman.
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