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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

FREE SACRED TRINITY CHURCH,
a California nonprofit religious
corporation; and OPTIMUM HEALTH
INSTITUTE - SAN DIEGO, a
California nonprofit religious
corporation,

Plaintiffs,
V.

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE,

Defendant.

Case No.: "21CV1756 GPC DEB

IMAGED FILE

COMPLAINT FOR VIOLATION
OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
ACT [5 U.S.C. § 552]

Plaintiffs Free Sacred Trinity Church (“FSTC”) and Optimum Health Institute

- San Diego (“OHI-SD”) bring this action against the Internal Revenue Service

(“IRS) to compel compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552

(“FOIA”).
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

1. The Court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to
5U.S.C. §552(a)(4)(B) and 28 U.S.C. § 1331, because this is an action to enforce
FOIA by complainants who have their principal place of business in this district.

2. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(B) and
28 U.S.C. §1391(e).

PARTIES

3. Plaintiff FSTC is a nonprofit, religious corporation organized under the
laws of the State of California and has its principal place of business at 6970 Central
Avenue, Lemon Grove, California 91945. Plaintiff FSTC is operated to serve
humankind as a church which teaches and trains followers in a distinct religious creed
based upon Judeo-Christian beliefs and holistic healing and nutrition practices.

4, Plaintiff OHI-SD is a nonprofit, religious corporation organized under
the laws of the State of California and has its principal place of business at
6970 Central Avenue, Lemon Grove, California 91945. Plaintiff OHI-SD is affiliated
with and subject to the general supervision and control of Plaintiff FSTC.
Plaintiff OHI-SD is organized and operated to be a church engaged in the
indoctrination of devotees and potential devotees in the teachings and doctrine of
Plaintiff FSTC, a church.

5. Defendant, the IRS, is a component entity of the Department of the
Treasury, which is a Department of the Executive Branch of the United States
Government. The IRS is headquartered at 1111 Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, D.C. 20224. Defendant has possession, custody, and control of the
records requested by Plaintiffs.

STATEMENT OF FACTS
The Basis for the FOIA Requests
6. By a letter dated October 29, 2018, David W. Horton, then Acting

Commissioner, Tax Exempt and Government Entities Division, IRS, informed

2
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Plaintiff FSTC that the Commissioner had questions and concerns regarding FSTC’s
tax-exempt status as a church under 26 U.S.C. § 501(a). A true and correct copy of
that letter is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. The October 29, 2018 letter confirmed that
an audit was a possible outcome of the inquiries (the “IRS Inquiries™) initiated by
such letter.

7. In a 105-page response (including a 23-page letter and 82 pages of
attachments) dated November 20, 2018, Plaintiffs informed the Commissioner,
among other things, that Plaintiff FSTC has not substantively changed the way in
which it operates since it was formed approximately 42 years ago. Since its inception,
Plaintiff FSTC has been audited by the IRS, has applied for and received a 501(c)(3)
/ 170(b)(1)(A)(i) Determination Letter, and has been issued a Group Exemption
Number. Ineach of those instances, the IRS undertook an in-depth review of Plaintiff
FSTC’s activities and those of its then-existing missions, and consistently determined
that Plaintiff FSTC is properly recognized by the IRS as a church within the meaning
of 26 U.S.C. 8 170(b)(1)(A)(i).

8. Notwithstanding Plaintiffs’ substantive response to the IRS Inquiries and
the numerous instances in which the IRS has previously reviewed Plaintiff FSTC’s
activities and those of its missions and found them to be those of a church, the IRS
has commenced an audit of FSTC for the tax period ended December 31, 2016.

The 2019 FOIA Request and FOIA Action

Q. In order to fully address and provide responses to the IRS’s concerns,
Plaintiffs would like to understand what caused the IRS to begin the IRS Inquiries.
On March 5, 2019, Plaintiffs submitted to Defendant by certified mail a FOIA request
dated March 4, 2019 (the “2019 FOIA Request”), seeking access to:

a. The IRS’s entire file (including, without limitation, its
administrative file), that may or does relate to the IRS Inquiries,
including, without limitation:

I. All intra-IRS correspondence and referrals;

3
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il All inter-agency correspondence and referrals;

ii. All inter-governmental entity (for example, state
governmental entity) correspondence and referrals;
and

Iv. All whistleblower filings or public complaints
howsoever documented and regardless of whether on
Form 211, Form 13909, or otherwise;

All other documents in the IRS’s possession that may or do relate
to the IRS Inquiries, including any documents showing how the
IRS reached a decision, or contributed to the IRS’s decision, to
raise the IRS Inquiries; and

All documents provided to, made available to, seen by, referred
to, or otherwise provided for use or used, in any manner by the
applicable high-level Treasury official (as that phrase is used in
26 U.S.C. § 7611(a)(2)), in forming a reasonable belief on the
basis of facts and circumstances recorded in writing to justify the
IRS examination of any, some, or all of Plaintiff FSTC,
Plaintiff OHI-SD, and/or their affiliate, OHI-A [Optimum Health

Institute - Austin].

A true and correct copy of the 2019 FOIA Request is attached hereto as Exhibit 2.

10.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i), Defendant was required to

determine whether to comply with Plaintiffs’ request within twenty (20) working days
after Defendant’s receipt of Plaintiffs’ 2019 FOIA Request (i.e., by April 8, 2019),
and to notify Plaintiffs immediately of its determination, the reasons therefor, and the

right to appeal any adverse determination. In a letter dated April 8, 2019, Defendant

acknowledged receipt of Plaintiffs” 2019 FOIA Request and assigned it case number

F19071 0040. After four extensions of the statutory response deadline (by letters
dated April 8, 2019; June 21, 2019; and September 25, 2019) extending the deadline

4
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from April 8, 2019 to November 29, 2019, and after Defendant requested a fifth
extension until December 17, 2019, Plaintiffs, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(C),
were deemed to have exhausted any and all administrative remedies with respect to
Plaintiffs’ 2019 FOIA Request.

11. Inlight of the above, on December 9, 2019, Plaintiffs filed a Complaint
for Violation of Freedom of Information Act [5 U.S.C. § 552] which initiated the
action entitled Free Sacred Trinity Church, et al. v. IRS, No. 3:19-cv-02358-W-JLB
(S.D. Cal.) (the “2019 FOIA Action”).

12. In the 2019 FOIA Action, the IRS agreed to release all non-exempt,
responsive records to Plaintiffs in response to the 2019 FOIA Request and released
the first set of records on December 20, 2019; transferred the FOIA request from the
agency’s Disclosure Office to the IRS Office of Chief Counsel in order to assist the
Department of Justice in that case; and informed the Court that the Office of Chief
Counsel would “(1) conduct a separate search of the records released in December
2019 and [] release accordingly and (2) conduct a supplemental search for responsive
records and release any responsive, non-exempt records.” Status Report, Free Sacred
Trinity Church, et al. v. IRS, No. 3:19-cv-02358-W-JLB (S.D. Cal. May 15, 2020),
ECF No. 13 at 1 2-3.

13.  The IRS Office of Chief Counsel completed its supplemental search of
the records released in December 2019 and, beginning in March 2020, commenced a
supplemental search of responsive records. Status Report, Free Sacred Trinity
Church, et al. v. IRS, No. 3:19-cv-02358-W-JLB (S.D. Cal. May 15, 2020), ECF No.
13 at 1 8. Beginning May 11, 2020, the IRS began releasing responsive, non-exempt
records as they became available and continues to release such records on a monthly
rolling basis. Id.; Order, Free Sacred Trinity Church, et al. v. IRS, No. 3:19-cv-
02358-W-JLB (S.D. Cal. Sept. 20, 2020), ECF No. 20 at 1 2. The Court also ordered
the IRS to file a Status Report every sixty days to update the Court on the progress of
the document review and release of records. Order, ECF No. 20 at { 1.

3)
COMPLAINT




Cas“a 3:21-cv-01756-GPC-DEB Document 1 Filed 10/11/21 PagelD.6 Page 6 of 61

© O N o o B~ W N BB

N NN NN NN NN R P P P R PR R R
o N o o M WO N P O ©O 00O N O »d ON -+ O

14. In a Status Report filed by the IRS on July 12, 2021, the IRS stated that
it expects to complete its document review regarding the 2019 FOIA Request
sometime between October and December 2021. Status Report, Free Sacred Trinity
Church, et al. v. IRS, No. 3:19-cv-02358-W-JLB (S.D. Cal. July 12, 2021), ECF No.
25 at 11 3, 5. The IRS also confirmed that it will continue to release all non-exempt,
responsive records in response to the 2019 FOIA Request to Plaintiffs on a monthly
basis. Id. at § 6. This confirmation was reiterated in the IRS’s latest Status Report
filed on September 10, 2021. Status Report, Free Sacred Trinity Church, etal. v. IRS,
No. 3:19-cv-02358-W-JLB (S.D. Cal. September 10, 2021), ECF No. 26 at | 3.

The 2021 FOIA Request
15. Because of the amount of time that has elapsed since Plaintiffs’ 2019

FOIA Request and to ensure that Plaintiffs receive all relevant records, on
March 12, 2021, Plaintiffs submitted to Defendant by certified mail a renewed FOIA
request, which expanded the 2019 FOIA Request to include all documents prepared
or dated from March 4, 2019 to and including the date on which the IRS provides its
last batch of documents to Plaintiffs regarding the request and which includes
additional categories of documents (the “2021 FOIA Request”). The 2021 FOIA
Request seeks access to:
a. The IRS’s entire file (including, without limitation, its
administrative file), that may or does relate to the IRS Inquiries
(as defined below), including, without limitation:
I. All intra-IRS correspondence and referrals;

. All inter-agency correspondence and referrals;

ii. All  inter-governmental  entity (e.g., state
governmental entity) correspondence and referrals;
and

Iy
Iy
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Iv. All whistleblower filings or public complaints
howsoever documented and regardless of whether on
Form 211, Form 13909, or otherwise;

All other documents in the IRS’s possession that may or do relate
to the IRS Inquiries, including any documents showing how the
IRS reached a decision, or contributed to the IRS’s decision, to
raise the IRS Inquiries;
All documents provided to, made available to, seen by, referred
to, or otherwise provided for use or used, in any manner by the
applicable high-level Treasury official (as that phrase is used in
IRC section 7611(a)(2)), in forming a reasonable belief on the
basis of facts and circumstances recorded in writing to justify the
IRS examination of any, some, or all of FSTC, OHI-SD, and/or
OHI-A [Optimum Health Institute - Austin];
All other documents in the IRS’s possession that may or do relate
to or show how the IRS reached a decision, or contributed to the
IRS’s decision, to issue the two initial reports of examination
issued to me under cover of letter dated January 21, 2021;
All documents that relate to the Treasury Inspector General for
Tax Administration (“TIGTA”) inquiry or investigation of Paul J.
Dostart, and/or which relate to the interview of Paul J. Dostart by
TIGTA agents on May 14, 2020, and which were created on or
after January 1, 2020, and extend up until the present; and
If you determine that there exist documents which are described
in this FOIA request but which you decide to not disclose, a
description of such document(s), the reasons for your non-
disclosure decision, and any documents relied upon or that may be
relied upon to make that decision.

7
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A true and correct copy of the 2021 FOIA Request is attached hereto as Exhibit 3.

16. As noted above, Plaintiffs’ 2021 FOIA Request seeks additional
categories of documents including those outlined in subsections “d” through “f” of
paragraph 15 above. These documents are necessary so that Plaintiffs may adequately
address and respond to the IRS’s concerns and inquiries. In response to subsection
“e” of paragraph 15 above, in a letter dated April 23, 2021, Defendant, on behalf of
TIGTA, requested a 10-business-day extension to respond to that request. A true and
correct copy of that letter is attached hereto as Exhibit 4. On May 25, 2021, Defendant
produced approximately 250 pages of documents in response to subsection “€” of
paragraph 15 above; however, these are the only documents that Plaintiffs have
received, and Plaintiffs do not believe that this production includes all documents
responsive the request.

17. Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i), Defendant was required to
determine whether to comply with Plaintiffs’ request within twenty (20) working days
after Defendant’s receipt of Plaintiffs’ FOIA request (i.e., by April 21, 2021), and to
notify Plaintiffs immediately of its determination, the reasons therefor, and the right
to appeal any adverse determination.

18. In a letter dated April 21, 2021, Defendant acknowledged receipt of
Plaintiffs” 2021 FOIA Request and assigned it case number 2021-11216. A true and
correct copy of that letter is attached hereto as Exhibit 5. In its April 21, 2021 letter,
Defendant notified Plaintiffs that it had extended the statutory response deadline date
to May 5, 2021, and also requested a further extension until June 22, 2021.

19. In a letter dated June 21, 2021, Defendant requested a third extension
until September 21, 2021 to respond to Plaintiffs’ 2021 FOIA Request. A true and
correct copy of that letter is attached hereto as Exhibit 6.

20. In a letter dated September 17,2021, Defendant requested a fourth
extension until December 21, 2021 to respond to Plaintiffs” 2021 FOIA Request. A
true and correct copy of that letter is attached hereto as Exhibit 7.

8
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21. Inaddition to the requests for extensions of time by letter, Defendant has
called Plaintiffs’ counsel no less than two times to request extensions.

22.  As of the date of this Complaint, Defendant has failed to produce all of
the requested records in response to the 2021 FOIA Request or otherwise demonstrate
that the requested records are exempt from production.

23. Because Defendant has failed to comply with the time limit set forth in
5U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i), Plaintiffs are deemed to have exhausted any and all
administrative remedies with respect to Plaintiffs’ 2021 FOIA Request, pursuant to
5U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(C).

COUNT 1
(Violation of FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552)

24. Plaintiffs reallege paragraphs 1 through 22 as if fully stated herein.
Defendant is unlawfully withholding records requested by Plaintiffs pursuant to
5U.S.C. 8552,

25. Plaintiffs are being irreparably harmed by reason of Defendant’s
unlawful withholding of records responsive to Plaintiffs’ 2021 FOIA Request, and
will continue to be irreparably harmed unless Defendant is compelled to conform its
conduct to the requirements of the law.

PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court:

1. Order Defendant to conduct searches for any and all records responsive
to Plaintiffs’ 2021 FOIA Request and demonstrate that it employed search methods
reasonably likely to lead to the discovery of records responsive to Plaintiffs’ 2021
FOIA Request;

2. Provide for expeditious proceedings in this action, including an order
that Defendant produce, by a date certain, any and all records responsive to Plaintiffs’
2021 FOIA Request;

Iy
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1 3. Award Plaintiffs their attorney’s fees and other costs reasonably incurred
2 ||in this action, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(E); and
3 4. Grant Plaintiffs such other relief as the Court deems just and proper.
4
5 Respectfully submitted,

6 LiMANDRI & JONNA LLP

7

8 || Dated: October 8. 2021 Bv: Q ===

0 yul J. Dostart

aul M. Jonna
10 Mark D. Myers
N Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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Department of the Treasury Date:

@ Internal Revenue Service 10/29/2018
Tax Exempt and Government Entities Division Ferson to contact:

IRS 999 N. Capitol St. NE Name: E. Lowrey
Washington, D.C. 20003-3903 ID number: 1000902602

Telephone: 415-837-6665
Fax: 855-813-2583
Taxpayer ID number:

Free Sacred Trinity Church

Attn; Robert Nees, Jr., Chairman F;;g:
2305 Historic Decatur Rd., Ste. 101 T . :

. ax periods ended:
San D1ego, CA 92106-6071 December 31, 2016

Manager's contact information:
Name: Greg Wooten
ID number: 1000072202
D Telephone: 206-946-3482
Certified Mail : Response due date: L
15 days from date of this letter

Dear Mr Nees:

Why we're sending you this letter
We have some questions about your tax-exempt status as a church under Internal Revenue Code Section 501(a).

Our concerns are based on documentary information obtamed from our review of your website and other
sources. A search for your website directs the user directly to Optimum Health Institute (www. optlmumhealth
org). This website presents the details of a residential body-mind-spirit program conducted at sites near San’
Diego, California and Austin, Texas. In 2011, a Federal district court judge found that your San Diego program
constituted a business establishment and public accommodation. Our concern is that your program is being
operated more thar insubstantially for commercial purposes, which raises concerns about our continuing
recognition of you as an organization described in section 501(c)(3). In addition, through comparing your
exemption application correspondence of August 18, 2000 and your website, we are concerned whether to
continue to recognize you as a church without a requirement to file annual Forms 990.

We can conduct i mqulrles and examinations to determine the accuracy of any tax return, create a return when a
taxpayer doesn't file one, and determine the tax liability of ‘any person or organization (Internal Revenue Code
(IRC) Section 7602). However, IRC Section 7611 restricts us in conducting tax inquiries and examinations of
churches and conventions or associations of churches. IRC Section 7611 protects the rights of churches, and -
provides a framework for us io resolve questrons about their tax liability and tax-exempt status and to enforce

the internal revenue laws. _ ‘
As Tax Exempt and Government Entities Commissioner, have a reasonable belief that you may not be

tax-exempt as a church under IRC Section 501(a) or that you may be liable for tax. I'm approving this church
tax inquiry as described in IRC Section 7611(a).

What you need to do
Respond to the enclosed Church Tax Inquiry Questions by the response due date above. Answer each question
completely. If your responses resolve our concerns about your exempt status and tax liability , we'll close our

inquiry.

Letter 5307 (Rev. 9-2018)
Catalog Number 65685D

Exhibit 1
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Send your response to:
Evangeline Lowrey
"Internal Revenue Agent
Internal Revenue Service

Mail Stop 7401
450 Golden Gate Avenue

San Franci_sco, CA 94102

If we don't hear from you by the response due date above, we may issue you Letter 5309, Notice of Church
Examination, and begin an examination of your records or religious activities.

Where you can go for more information

The enclosed statement explains your administrative and constitutional rights during a tax inquiry and
examination. You're entitled to a conference with us to discuss our concerns before we begin an examination.
If we send you a Notice of Church Examination, we'll offer you the opportunity for a conference.

The Taxpayer Advocate Service (TAS) is an independent organization within the IRS that can help protect your
taxpayer rights. TAS can offer you help if your tax problem is causing a hardship, or you've tried but haven't
been able to resolve your problem with the IRS. If you qualify for TAS assistance, which is always free, TAS
will do everything possible to help you. Visit taxpayeradvocate.irs.gov or call 877-777-4778.

If you have questions, you can contact the person at the top of this letter.

Sincerely,
* Digitally signed by David W,
i Hort
@&m{ & %ﬁ’f} batgl:’ '21013.1029 095857
400"

David W. Horton
Acting Commissioner
Tax Exempt and Government Entities Division

Enclosures:
Church Tax Inquiry Questions
Statement of Administrative and Constitutional Rights

Letter 5307 (Rev. 9-2018)
Catalog Number 65685D
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Free Sacred Trinity Church

Questions

- We have concerns about continuing to recognize you as a tax-exempt church. Our
concerns are based on documentary information obtained from our review of your
website and other sources. A search for your website directs the user direcily to
Optimum Health Institute ("OHI") (www.optimumhealth.org). This website presents the
details of a residential body-mind-spirit program conducted at sites near San Diego,
California and Austin, Texas. In 2011, a Federal district court judge found that your San
Diego program constituted a business establishment and public accommodation. Our
concern is that your program is being operated more than insubstantially for commercial
purposes, which raises concerns about our continuing recognition of you as an
organization described in section 501(c)(3). In addition, through comparing your
exemption application correspondence of August 18, 2000 and your website, we are
concerned whether to continue to recogmze you as a church without a requwement to
file annual Forms-990. :

Please answer the following questions:

1.  Please identify the number of ihdividuals who enrolled in your program at
your San Diego, California and Austin, Texas locations (“guests”) in the year
2016.

2. How many of these guests paid the full program fee/tuition? Please
describe how you administer collecting program fee/tuition and room fees from
guests. For example, is full payment expected before a Sunday arrival? Are
payment plans permitted? If yes, what is the frequency of such?

3. How many of these guests were not required to pay the full program
feeftuition? Please explain the conditions necessary or presented to you for
guests to-avoid paying the full program feeftuition? If some guests paid only part
of the full program feef/tuition, please describe those circumstances.

4, How much revenue did you derive from guests paying brogram feef/tuition
in 20167
5. How much revenue did you derive from guests paying room fees in 20167
' 6. Describe, categorize, and quantify any revenue other than program

feeftuition and room fees derived in 2016, including identifying and quantifying
any amounts considered as charitable contributions.

7. Describe the considerations and processes you use in determining the
amount to charge guests for program fees/tuition and room fees.

8. Who do you consider to be the competitors to your program? Have you
conducted any market research either internally or through hiring a consultant or

Exhibit 1
Page 3
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independent contractor? If yes, please describe when such market research was
conducted and the extent it was used or relied upon in operation of you program.

9. Do you prepare an annual budget? If yes, please describe the process
you employ.

10. Please explain the Church’s programs as carried out through OHI. How
much did it cost to operate your San Diego, California and Austin, Texas
programs in 20167 ;

11.  Describe the processes you use in deciding how much to pay your
employees for their services. How much total compensation inclusive of wages,
taxable and non-taxable fringe benefits (e.g., parsonage and car allowances) did
you pay each of your top five employees in 20167

12. Do you have any financial reserves? If yes, how much did you have at the
end of 20167 What are you plans for any reserves? - '

13. Do you advertise your San Diego, California and Austin Texas programs?
If yes, please describe the content and distribution of such advertisements.

14,  Have there been any changes in your religious beliefs and creed since
your correspondence of August 18, 2000, wherein you articulated such? If yes,
please describe.

15.  In your correspondence of August 18, 2000, you stated that you conduct
Sunday services, which are more extensive than your daily services. In 2016,
did you conduct religious worship services as you previously described? Please
explain. Are any of these services available for attendance by individuals from
the general public without charge? On average, how many individuals attended
any such services in 20167

16.  Did the Church have a congregation that includes a body of believers or
communicants who assemble regularly for communal worship? Please describe
the makeup of this congregation. How many individuals are in the Church'’s
congregation that regularly assembles for communal worship? Is your
communal worship open to the public? What days of the week/month does the

congregation assemble for communal worship?

17. Does the Church have an established place of worship where the
congregation of the Church assembles for communal worship? Please provide
the location of this facility.

18. ls the Church associated with any other churches or denominations?
Please describe these associations.

19. Does the Church have an organization of ordained ministers? Please
describe the makeup of the organization of these ordained ministers. What are
the qualifications to become an ordained minister in the Church?

Exhibit 1
Page 4
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20. Does the Church provide schools for the preparation of its ministers?
Please provide a description of lessons taught during these classes.

21.  Are the programs carried out through OHI administered by ordained
ministers?

22. Please provide a list of the Church’s current officers, directors, trustees
and key employees.

23. Do you have any policies regarding your San Diego program with respect
to compliance with California state laws known as the California Unruh Civil
Rights Act, Cal. Civ. Code § 51, et. seq and the California Disabled Persons Act,
Cal. Civ. Code § 54, et. seq? If yes, please describe such policies. If you
dispute application of these laws to your San Diego program, please explain.

24. - Please provide any additional information or-explanations that the Church .
would like to provide to us relating to the subject matter of the above questions.

Exhibit 1
Page 5
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IRS

Your Rights
as a laxpayer

This publication explains your rights as a taxpayer and the processes for examination, appeal, collection, and refunds.
Also available in Spanish. .

The Taxpayer Bill of Rights

1. The Right to Be Informed

~ Taxpayers have the right to know what they need to do-to .
comply with the tax laws. They are entitled to clear
explanations of the laws and IRS procedures in all tax forms,
instructions, publications, notices, and comrespondence. They
have the right to be informed of IRS decisions about their tax
accounts and to receive clear explanations of the outcomes.

2. The Right to Quality Service

Taxpayers have the right to receive prompt, courteous, and
professional assistance in their dealings with the IRS, to be
spoken to in a way they can easily understand, to receive clear
and easily understandable communications from the IRS, and
to speak to a supervisor about inadequate service.

3. The Right to Pay No More than the
Correct Amotint of Tax

Taxpayers have the right to pay only the amount of tax legally
due, including interest and penalties, and to have the IRS
apply all tax payments properly.

4. The Right to Challenge the IRS’s Position
and Be Heard

Taxpayers have the right to raise objections and provide
additional documentation in response to formal IRS actions or
proposed actions, to expect that the IRS will consider their
timely objections and documentation promptly and fairly, and
to receive a response if the IRS does not agree with their
position.

5. The Right to Appeal an IRS Decision in an
independent Forum

Taxpayers are entitled to a fair and impartial administrative
appeal of most IRS decisions, including many penalties, and
have the right to receive a written response regarding the
Office of Appeals’ decision. Taxpayers generally have the right
to take their cases to court.

6. The Right to Finality

Taxpayers have the right to know the maximum-amount of
time they have to challenge the IRS’s position as well as the
maximum amount of time the IRS has to audit a particular tax
year or collect a tax debt. Taxpayers have the right to know
when the IRS has finished an audit.

7. The Right to Privacy

Taxpayers have the right to expect that any IRS inquiry,
examination, or enforcement action will comply with the law
and be no more intrusive than necessary, and will respect all
due process rights, including search and seizure protections,
and will provide, where applicable, a collection due process
hearing.

8. The Right to Confidentiality

Taxpayers have the right to expect that any information they
provide to the IRS will not be disclosed unléss authorized by
the taxpayer or by law. Taxpayers have the right to expect
appropriate action will be taken against employees, return
preparers, and others who wrongfully use or disclose taxpayer
return information.

9. The Right to Retain Representation

Taxpayers have the right to retain an authorized representative
of their choice to represent them in their dealings with the

IRS. Taxpayers have the right to seek assistance from a Low
Income Taxpayer Clinic if they cannot afford representation.

10. The Right to a Fair and Just Tax System

Taxpayers have the right to expect the tax system to consider
facts and circumstances that might affect their underlying
liabilities, ability to pay, or ability to provide information timely.
Taxpayers have the right to receive assistance from the
Taxpayer Advocate Service if they are experiencing financial
difficulty or if the IRS has not resolved their tax issues properly
and timely through its normal channels.

The IRS Mission

Provide America's taxpayers top-quality service by helping them understand and mest
their tax responsibilities and enforce the law with integrity and fairness to all.

Publication 1

.

Publication 1 (Rev. 9-2017) Catalog Number 64731W Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Service www.irs.gov
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Examinations (Audits)

We accept most taxpayers' returns as filed.
If we inquire about your return or select it
for examination, it does not suggest that
you are dishonest. The inquiry or
examination may or may not result in more
tax. We may close your case without
change; or, you may receive a refund.

The process of selecting a return for
examination usually begins in one of two
ways. First, we use computer programs to
identify returns that may have incorrect
amounts. These programs may be based
on information returns, such as Forms
1099 and W-2, on studies of past
examinations, or on certain issues
identified by compliance projects. Second,
we use information from outside sources
that indicates that a return may have
incorrect amounts. These sources may
include newspapers, public records, and
individuals. If we determine that the
information is accurate and reliable, we
may use it to select a return for
examination. -

Publication 556, Examination of Returns,
Appeal Rights, and Claims for Refund,
explains the rules and procedures that we
follow in examinations. The following
sections give an overview of how we
conduct examinations.

By Mail

We handle many examinations and
inquiries by mail. We will send you a letter
with either a request for more information
or a reason why we believe a change to
your return may be needed. You can
respond by mail or you can request a
personal interview with an examiner. If you
mail us the requested information or
provide an explanation, we may or may not
agree with you, and we will explain the
reasons for any changes. Please do not
hesitate to write to us about anything you
do not understand.

By Interview

If we notify you that we will conduct your
examination through a personal interview,
or you request such an interview, you have
the right to ask that the examination take
place at a reasonable time and place that is
convenient for both you and the IRS. If our
examiner proposes any changes to your
return, he or she will explain the reasons for
the changes. If you do not agree with these
changes, you can meet with the examiner’s
supervisor.

Repeat Examinations

If we examined your return for the same
items in either of the 2 previous years and
proposed no change to your tax liability,
please contact us as soon as possible so
we can see If we should discontinue the
examination.

Appeals

If you do not agree with the examiner's
proposed changes, you can appeal them to

the Appeals Office of the IRS. Most
differences can be settled without
expensive and time-consuming court trials.
Your appeal rights are explained in detail in
both Publication 5, Your Appeal Rights and
How To Prepare a Protest If You Don't
Agree, and Publication 556, Examination of
Returns, Appeal Rights, and Claims for
Refund.

If you do not wish to use the Appeals
Office or disagree with its findings, you
may be able to take your case to the U.S.
Tax Court, U.S. Court of Federal Claims, or
the U.S. District Court where you live. if
you take your case to court, the IRS will
have the burden of proving certain facts if
vou kept adequate records to show your
tax liability, cooperated with the IRS, and
meet certain other conditions. If the court

. agrees with you on most issues in your

case and finds that our position was largely
unjustified, you may be able to recover
some of your administrative and litigation
costs. You will not be eligible to recover

- these costs unless you tried to resolve your

case administratively, including going
through the appeals system, and you gave
us the information necessary to resolve the
case.

Collections

Publication 594, The IRS Collection

Process, explains your rights and

responsibilities regarding payment of

federal taxes. It describes:

¢ What to do when you owe taxes. It

describes what to do if you get a tax bill
and what to do if you think your bill is
wrong. It also covers making installment
payments, delaying collection action,
and submitting an offer in compromise.

» IRS collection actions. It covers liens,
releasing a lien, levies, releasing a levy,
seizures and sales, and release of
property.

« |RS certification to the State Department
of a seriously delinquent tax debt, which
will generally result in denial of a
passport application and may lead fo
revocation of a passport.

Your collection appeal rights are explained
in detall in Publication 1660, Collection
Appeal Rights.

Innocent Spouse Relief

Generally, both you and your spouse are
each responsible for paying the full
amount of tax, interest, and penalties due
on your joint return. However, if you
qualify for innocent spouse relief, you may
be relieved of part or all of the joint
liability. To request relief, you must file
Form 8857, Request for Innocent Spouse
Relief. For more information on innocent
spouse relief, see Publication 971, Innocent
Spouse Relief, and Form 8857.

Potential Third Party Contacts

Generally, the IRS will deal directly with you
or your duly authorized representative.

_and Refunds

However, we sometimes talk with other
persons if we need information that you
have been unable to provide, or to verify
information we have received. If we do
contact other persons, such as a neighbor,
bank, employer, or employees, we will
generally need to tell them limited
information, such as your name. The law
prohibits us from disclosing any more
information than is necessary to obtain or
verify the information we are seeking. Our
need to contact other persons may
continue as long as there is activity in your
case. If we do contact other persons, you
have a right to request a list of those
contacted. Your request can be made by
telephone, in writing, or during a persanal
interview.

Refunds

You may file a claim for refund if you think~
you paid too much tax. You must generally
file the claim within 3 years from the date
you filed your original retumn or 2 years from
the date you paid the tax, whichever is
later. The law generally provides for interest
on your refund if it is not paid within 45
days of the date you filed your return or
claim for refund. Publication 556,
Examination of Returns, Appeal Rights,
and Claims for Refund, has more
information on refunds.

If you were due a refund but you did not
file a return, you generally must file your
return within 3 years from the date the
return was due (including extensions) to get
that refund.

Taxpayer Advocate Service

TAS is an independent organization within
the IRS that can help protect your taxpayer
rights. We can offer you help if your tax
problem is causing a hardship, or you've
tried but haven't been able to resolve your
problem with the IRS. If you qualify for our
assistance, which is always free, we will do
everything possible to help you. Visit

www. taxpayeradvocate.irs.gov or call
1-B77-777-4778.

Tax information

The IRS provides the following sources for
forms, publications, and additional
information.

* Tax Questions: 1-800-829-1040
(1-800-829-4059 for TTY/TDD)

e Forms and Publications:
1-800-829-3676 (1-800-829-4059 for
TTY/TDD)

o Internet: www.irs.gov ‘

» Small Business Ombudsman: A small
business entity can participate in the
regulatory process and comment on
enforcement actions of the IRS by
calling 1-888-REG-FAIR.

o Treasury Inspector General for Tax
Administration: You can confidentially
report misconduct, waste, fraud, or
abuse by an IRS employee by calling
1-800-366-4484 (1-800-877-8339 for
TTY/TDD). You can remain anonyrmous.
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Statement of Administrative and Constitutional Rights

The First Amendment of the Constitution
provides that "Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof." The first
clause is referred to as the Establishment
Clause; the second is the Free Exercise
Clause. The Establishment Clause prohibits
government sponsorship of religion. Central to
this prohibition are the concepts of government
neutrality and the separation between church
and state. The Supreme Court has held that the
Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment is
an absolute prohibition against the regulation of
religious beliefs. The First Amendment provides
substantial protection for lawful conduct
grounded on religious beliefs. However, the
government may limit religioﬁsly motivated
conduct when the limitation is essential to
accomplish an overriding governmental interest.
Section 7611 of the Internal Revenue Code
(IRC) provides the following protections to
organizations claiming to be churches or
conventions or associations of churches:

1. The IRS may begin a church tax inquiry
only if an appropriate high-level Treasury official
reasonably believes, on the basis of facts and
circumstances recorded in writing, that an
organization c!ain'iing to be a church or
convention or association of churches may not
qualify for exemption, may be camrying on an
unrelated trade or business {(within the meaning
of IRC § 513), may otherwise be engaged in
taxable activities or may have entered into an
IRC § 4958 excess benefit transaction with a
disqualified person.

2. If the IRS begins a tax inquiry, it is
required to provide the church written notice at
the beginning of the inquiry. The Notice of
Church Tax Inguiry must contain an explanation
of the concerns that gave rise to the inquiry and
the general subject matter of the inquiry. It must
also contain an explanation of the provisions of
the IRC that authorize the inquiry and a general
explanation of applicable administrative and
constitutional provisions with respect to the

inquiry.

3. [f the IRS wishes fo examine a church's
records or religious activities, the Secretary of
the Treasury, or his or her delegate, must
personally approve the examination and must
provide an additional written notice (Notice of
Church Examination) to the church at least 15
calendar days prior to the examination. At the
same time the IRS gives nofice to the church,
the IRS must notify IRS Counsel of the
proposed examination. IRS Counsel is then

allowed 15 days fo file a non-binding advisory
opinion about the examination.

The Notice of Church Examination is
required to include the following: a copy of the
Nofice of Church Tax Inquiry previously
provided; a description of the church records
and activities which the IRS wishes to examine;
a copy of all documents collected or prepared
by the IRS for use in the examination that are
required to be disclosed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) as supplemented
by IRC § 6103; and an offer of a conference

. with the IRS to discuss the concerns which

gave rise to the inquiry and the general subject
matter of the inquiry prior to the examination.
The IRS may send the Nofice of Church
Examination 1o the church no less than. 15 days
after the Notice of Church Tax Inquiry.
However, the IRS must generally mail the
Notice of Church Examination, within 90 days
after the Nolice of Church Tax Inquiry or the
IRS is required to end the inquiry without
change to the church's tax stafus.

4, Failure of the IRS to substantially
comply with the above requirements may result
in a stay of summons enforcement proceedings
to gain access to church records unfil the
requirements are satisfied.

5. The IRS is generally required to
complete any church tax inquiry or examination
no later than two years after the date on which
the Notice of Church Examination was mailed fo
the church. The two-year period may be
extended by mutual agreement between the
church and the IRS. It is also suspended during
certain judicial proceedings and during any
period in excess of 20 days but not in excess of
six months, during which a church or its agents
fail to comply with any reasonable IRS request
for church records or other information.
However, in the case of a church tax inquiry in
which there is no Notice of Church Examination,
the IRS is generally required to complete the
inquiry within 90 days after the date on which
the Notice of Church Tax Inquiry was mailed to
the church.

6. The IRS is limited initially to an
examination of church records relevant to the
church's tax-exempt status for the three most
racantly completed tax years preceding the date
of the Notice of Church Examination. If the
church is not exempt for any of those three
years, the IRS may examing relevant records
for the six completed tax years immediately
preceding the Notice of Church Examination.
The IRS may examine church records of a year
earlier than the third or sixth completed taxable

years if material fo a determination of tax-
exempt status during the three or six-year
peried. For examinations relating to unrelated
business taxable income, when no return is
filed, the IRS may assess tax for the six most
recently completed taxable years preceding the
dafe of the Notice of Church Examination. The
IRS may examine church records of a year
earlier than the sixth year if material to a
determination of unrelated business income tax
liability during the six-year period. For
examinations involving issues other than
determination of exempt status or unrelated
business income tax liability, there is no limit on
the taxable periods that may be examined if no
retumn has been filed. If a church has filed a tax
return, the normal rules for determining tax
liability or assessing tax apply.

7. IRS Counsel must approve, in writing,
an adverse determination concerning the tax-
exempt status of an organization claiming to be
a church, an adverse determination concerning
the right of an organization claiming to be a
church to receive tax deductible contributions,
or the issuance of a notice of tax deficiencyto a
church or disqualified person subject to IRC
§ 4958 tax following a church tax examination. .

8. An organization claiming to be a church
is entitied o bring a declaratory judgment action
under IRC § 7428 once the IRS issues a
revenue agent's final report revoking or denying
the church's tax exempt status.

9. An inquiry or examination begun within
five vears of the date of the Notice of Church
Examination (or if no Notice of Church
Examination is sent, a Notice of Church Tax
Inquiry), must be approved by the Secretary of
the Treasury, or his or her delegate. This
approval is not required if the'second
examination does not involve the same or
similar issues as the praceding inquiry or
examination or if the first inquiry or examination
resulted in a change to the organization's
exempt status, an assessment of unrelated
business income tax or other fax, or a
recommendation for a substantive change in
the church's operations, including accounting
practices.
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4180 LA JOLLA VILLAGE DRIVE, SUITE 530

DOSTART LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 92037-1474

wmgy HANNINK & TELEPHONE: 858-623-4200
aw COVENEY FAX: 858-623-4299
LLp PAUL ). DOSTART

DIRECT DIAL 858-623-4210
E-MAIL: PAUL.DOSTART@SDLAW.COM

March 4, 2019

VIA U.S. CERTIFIED MAIL
Tracking Number: 7017 1450 0002 0046 8829

Internal Revenue Service

Disclosure Scanning Operation — Stop 93A
PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 30362

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Request (2" version)
Case Number: F19036-0048
Your Reference - TEGE EO 7982
Free Sacred Trinity Church (EIN: | N
Optimum Health Institute — San Diego (EIN: || N
Optimum Health Institute — Austin (EIN: || N

Dear Disclosure Manager:

This is arequest under the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”). This is materially
the same as my FOIA request dated February 3, 2019, copies of which were sent to Internal
Revenue Agent Evangeline Lowrey and Acting Commissioner Tax Exempt and Government
Entities Division David W. Horton. This letter includes an original, wet-ink signature in
response to your letter dated February 14,2019 (which was post-marked February 25, 2019),
a copy of which is enclosed for your ease of reference. Please confirm by fax
(858-623-4299) or telephone (to me at 858-623-4210, or to my paralegal
at 858-623-4260) that this signature is sufficient to process this FOIA request.

Pursuant to FOIA, I respectfully request that copies of all documents' falling within
the description below andrelating to my clients, Free Sacred Trinity Church (“FSTC”), and
to FSTC’s two subordinate organizations (Optimum Health Institute -~ San Diego
(EIN: ) (OHI-SD”) and Optimum Health Institute ~ Austin (EIN: || )
(“OHI-A")), be provided tome. [ do not wish to inspect the documents first. The documents
[ am requesting include:

! For the purposes of this request, “document” is intended to have the broadest possible meaning and includes
any writing or recorded matter of every kind or description, however produced or reproduced, including but
not limited to: letters, correspondence, memoranda, notes, emails, spreadsheets, summaries, reports, electronic
data, discs or other magnetic storage devices, faxes, and electronic file notes.
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I DOSTART Internal Revenue Service
< e Re: Freedom of Information Act Request (2™ version)
e Case Number: F19036-0048

Your Reference — TEGE EO 7982

Free Sacred Trinity Church (EIN: I

Optimum Health Institute — San Diego (EIN: I

Optimum Health Institute — Austin (EIN: INNEEEEEEEN)

March 4, 2019

Page 2

1. The IRS’s entire file (including, without limitation, its administrative file),
that may or does relate to the IRS Inquiries (as defined below), including,
without limitation:

a. All intra-IRS correspondence and referrals;
b. All inter-agency correspondence and referrals;

¢. All inter-governmental entity (e.g., state governmental entity)
correspondence and referrals; and

d. All whistleblower filings or public complaints howsoever documented
and regardless of whether on Form 211, Form 13909, or otherwise;

2. All other documents in the IRS’s possession that may or do relate to the IRS
Inquiries, including any documents showing how the IRS reached a decision,
or contributed to the IRS’s decision, to raise the IRS Inquiries;

3. All documents provided to, made available to, seen by, referred to, or
otherwise provided for use or used, in any manner by the applicable
high-level Treasury official (as that phrase is used in IRC section 7611(a)(2)),
in forming a reasonable belief on the basis of facts and circumstances
recorded in writing to justify the IRS examination of any, some, or all of
FSTC, OHI-SD, and/or OHI-A; and

4, If you determine that there exist documents which are described in this FOIA
request but which you decide to not disclose, a description of such
document(s), the reasons for your non-disclosure decision, and any
documents relied upon or that may be relied upon to make that decision.

If a USB stick or DVD is more convenient for you, that is satisfactory to me; if
possible, I would prefer to receive the documents in an electronic format.

In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, I am an attorney
representing FSTC and its two integrated auxiliaries in relation to the IRS’s recent line of
inquiries (“IRS Inquiries”) regarding FSTC’s tax-exempt status. The IRS Inquiries came
to my attention by a letter dated October 29, 2018, with a description of the IRS’s concerns
regarding FSTC’s status, including the following: “Our concern is that your program is being
operated more than insubstantially for commercial purposes, which raises concerns about
[the IRS’s] continuing recognition of [FSTC] as an organization described in section
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T DOSTART Internal Revenue Service
< — HANNINK Re: Freedom of Information Act Request (2™ version)
ue Case Number; F19036-0048

Your Reference - TEGE EO 7982

Free Sacred Trinity Church (EIN: [ NG

Optimum Health Institute — San Diego (EIN: [ININIEININIEN)

Optimum Health Institute — Austin (EIN: [ INEGNGNG)

March 4, 2019

Page 3

501(c)3)...” In order to fully address and provide responses to the IRS’s concerns, we
would like to understand what caused the IRS to begin the IRS Inquiries.

As proof of identity I am including copies of the Form 2848 powers of attorney for
FSTC, OHI-SD, and OHI-A. 1 am also attaching a copy of my California State Bar
membership page and a copy of my California driver’s license.

I am willing to pay document production fees for this request up to a maximum of
$2,500, if there are fees payable even though I am the authorized representative of FSTC
(and of its two integrated auxiliaries), the church that is being harassed by the IRS Inquiries.
If you estimate that the fees you propose to assess will exceed this limit, please inform me
first (858-623-4210). Please also contact me as necessary to resolve any issues, clarify the
scope of this request, or help identify a specific document containing the information sought.

",

cc: Robert P. Nees, Ecclesiagfical Superior
876567.1
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY @ @ ? a

INTERNAL REVENUE BERVICE
WASHINGTON, DC 20224

PRIVACY, GOVYRRNMENTAL
LIAISON AND DISCLOSURE

February 14, 2019

Dostart, Hannink & Coveney, LLP
Attn: Mr. Paul Dostart

4180 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 530
La Jolia, CA 92037-1474

RE: Free Sacred Trinity Church
Optimum Health Institute — San Diego
Optimum Health Institute - Austin

Dear Mr. Dostart;

This is our final response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated
February 4, 2019 that we received on February 4, 2019.

We need the items checked below before we can process your FOIA request.

I Describe the records in reasonably sufficient detail to enable us to find them.
This may include [indicate additional information needed to clarify request).

I Provide proof of your right to access the requested records. Acceptable proof
may include [describe examples of acceptable proof].

™ Establish your identity by submitting:

a. Your signature, address, and one other identifier (such as a copy of a
driver's license) bearing your signature if you make the request by mail; or

b. A notarized statement swearing to or affirming your identity. The notary
seal must be on the same page as your signature; or

c. A statement made under penalty of perjury in accordance with 28 U.S.C.
1746, swearing to or affirming your identity. If the declaration is sworn
within the United States, its territories, possessions, or commonwealths, the
sworn statement must include the following language: "I declare (or certify,
verify, or state) under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on (date)."
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¥ Request must be signed. A stamped signature is not sufficient to establish a
requester's identity or right to obtain access to records the disclosure of which
is restricted by statute or other authority. A FOIA request for such records under
S USC §552(a)(3) must, therefore, be physically signed by the requester.

- Provide your social security number.

" State your agreement to pay for search and copying fees or request that they
be reduced or waived. Fees may be reduced or waived only if you can show
that disclosure of the requested information is in the public interest rather than
the commercial interest of the requester.

Please send us the indicated information within 35 days, along with a copy of this letter
and your original request with the information requested. The 20 days we are allowed
to comply with your request will begin when we receive the requested information.

You may contact me, the FOIA Public Liaison, Jeffrey V. Austin, to discuss your request
at:

600Arch St. Room 7214, Philadelphia, PA 19105
Tel. 267-941-2464

The FOIA Public Liaison responds to FOIA and Privacy Act requests for copies of
documents maintained by the IRS. There is no provision in either Act to resolve tax,
collection, or processing issues and our staff is not trained to answer questions
regarding those issues. If you need assistance with tax related issues you may call the
IRS toll free number at 1-800-829-1040.

If you have any questions please call Senior Disclosure Specialist L. Fontanez ID #
0314097, at 954-991-4151 or write to: Internal Revenue Service, Disclosure Scanning
Operation — Stop 93A, PO Box 621506, Atlanta, GA 30362. Please refer to case
number F19036-0048.

Sincerely,

ﬁ’miV(LmﬁzL

Jeffrey V Austin
Disclosure Manager
Disclosure Office 07
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- 2848 Power of Attorney SR
Qv ooy 2000) and Declaration of Representative Recaed by
Inlemal Rovenue Service » Go to www.lra.gov/Form2B48 lor instructions and the latest information. Name
Power of Attorney Telephons
Caution: A separala Form 2848 must be compleled for each taxpayer. Form 284B will not be hanared Function
for any purposa ather than reprasentation before the IRS. Dale
1 Taxpayerinformation, Taxpayer must sign and date this lorm on page 2. line 7.
Taxpayer name and address Taxpayer identification numbar(s)
Free Sacred Trinity Church
gggs Dg.{t;g? ré.g g;gglﬁ:ur Road, Suite 101 Daylime telaphoha number Plan number {f sppiicabie)
858-634~5507
hareby appoints the following representativa(s) as attornay(s}-in-fact:
2 Reprasentative(s) musi sign and date this form on page 2, Part il
Nams and addrass CAFNo, 9005-16083R
Paul J. Dostart PTIN P01224339
4180 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 530 Telephone No, 858,623.4210
La Jolla, CR 92037 Fax No, 858.623,429%
Chaock If to be sent coples of notices and communications  [E] Chack If new: Address [ ] Talephone No. [} Fax No. [
Name and address CAFNo, 9000-58141R
Kenneth G. Coveney PTIN P00543279
4180 La Jolla Vvillage Drive, Suite 530 Telephone No. 858,623, 4240
La Jolla, CA 92037 FaxNo. 858.623.4299
Chack If Lo ba sent coples of notlices and communications  [X] Check if new Address (] Telephons No. (] Fax No. [
Name and address CAF Ne.
PTIN
Telaphana No.
Fox No.
{Mote: IRS sends notices and communications to only two represenlatives.) Check if new: Address ] Telaphone Na. [ Fax Na. [}
Name and addrass CAFNo. _ .
PTIN
Telephane NO, e
Fax No. .
(Noto: IRS sands nolices and communications ta only iwo representatives.) | Check if new: Address £1 Telaphons No, L) FaxNo. [J

1o represent ihe taxpayar befara the Internal Revanua Service and perform

the folowing acls:

3 Acts authorized {you are required fo complate this line 3). Wi the exception of the acts described [n Line 5b, 1authoriza my tepresaniative(s) Lo receive and
Inspect my confidential fax informallon and to perform acls that | can perdatm wilh respect to the lax maiters described below. For example, my representativa;s)
shell have the sutharily lo sign ey agreements, consents, or similar documants {sea instruciona for lins 5a for aulhotizing a represenialive 1o 3ign a relurn}.

Descriplion of Matter fncome, Employmen, Payrol, Exclse, Eslale, Gifl, Whistleblower,
Practitioner Discipline, PLR, FOIA, Civil Penalty, Sec. 5000A Shared Respansiiliy
Paymeni, Sec. 4980H Shared Responsibility Payment, elc.} {sa# instructians)

Tax Form Number
(1040, 841, 720, etc.) {if applicable)

Year(s) or Paricd(s) (f applicabie)
{sa® instruclions}

Letter 5307, Income Tax Exemption

2016, 2017,
990 2018, 2019, 2020

4 Specific use not recorded on Centralized Authorization File {CAF}. If the pawer of ntiomay isfora speclﬂc use not recordad an GAF
check this box, Sea tha instruciions for Line 4. Spaciic Use Not Recorded on CAF . :

Sa  Additional acts authorized. In addition to tha ects listed on line 3 above, ) authorize my represenlama{s] lo parform the lollowlng acts (sae
Instructians for line 58 for more Infarmetion): [] Access my IRS recards via an Intermadiate Service Provider;

[ Authorlze disclosure 1o third parties,

[E) substitute or edd reprasentative(sy;, () Sign e ratum;

O Gther acts suthorized:

For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the instructions.

A

Form 2848 (Rev 1.2018)
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b SpacHic acts not authorized. My representativa(s) Is {ere} not authorized to endorse or ctherwise negotiate any check (ncluding directing or
accapting payment by any means, electronic or otherwise, into an account owned af controlled by the representative(s) ar any fieh or olher
antity with whom tha representative(s} s (are} assoclaled) lssued by the govemment in raspact of a fedaral tax lisbiitly.

List any other spacific delelions lo the acts otherwise authorized In this power of altomey (see instructions for line 5b):

8 Retantion/ravocation of prior power(s) of attorney. The filing of thia powar of attamey autsmatlcally ravokes all earler power(s) of
sltomey on fils with the Intemnal Ravenue Sarvice for the same mallers and yesrs of periods covered by this document. if you do not want
1o revoke a prior power of attorney, checkhers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . e » O
YOU MUST ATTACH A COPY OF ANY POWER OF ATTORNEY YOU WANT TO REMAIN IN EFFECT.

7  Signature of taxpayer. If a tax matier concerns a year in which a joint raturn was filed, each spouse mus! file a separale power of atlornay
even if they are apponiing tha same representalive(s). If signed by a corporale officer, partner, gusrdian, tex matiers partner, parinership
representstive, execulor, raceivar, administrator, or trustae on bahalf of the taxpayer, | cetify that | have the legal autherity to execule this form
on behall of the taxpayer,

> IFNO ETED, SIGNED, AND DATED, THE IRS WILL RETURN THIS POWER OF ATTORNEY TO THE TAXPAYER,

%3 12/ é‘ /2018 CEO & Ecclesiastical Superior

et asasssssnnnsy

Signature Dale Title (f spplicabie)
Rev, Robert P. Nees Free Sacred Trinity Church
Prinl Name Print name of taxpayer from line 1 if other than individual

Il Dectiaration of Representative

Under panaliles of pasjury, by my signature balow | declare that:
+ 1 am noi currently suspanded or disbarred from practice, or inalighla for practice, befors the Intemal Revenue Service;
+ 1am subject o regulations conleined In Clrcular 230 (31 CFR, Sublilla A, Part 10), as amended, governing practice bafore the Internal Revenus Sarvice
» | am sulhorized to mpresent {he taxpayer identified in Part | for the malter(s) specified there; and
« | am onae of tha following:
a Allornay—a member in good standing of the bar of the highest ceur of the jurisdiction shown below.
b Certiiiad Public Accountant—a holdar of an ectiva licanss to praciice as a cerified public sccountant in the jurisdiction shown below.
¢ Enrolled Agant—anrolied as an agant by the Intemal Revenue Sarvica per tha raquirments of Cheular 230.
d Officer—a bona fide officer of the taxpayer organization.
@ Full-Time Employea—a full-iime employea of the 1axpayar.
f Family Member—a member of the 1axpayer's immediate family (spouse, patent, child, grandperent, grandchild. step-parani, siep-child, brather, or sister)

g Enroliad Actuary—eniolied as an acluary by tha Joint Beard for the Enroliment of Actuaries undar 28 U.S.C, 1242 (the aulhority to practice before
the Internal Ravenua Service Is Emited by saction 10.3{d) of Circuler 230},

h Unenrolled Ratum Preparer—Authorily to practice before the IRS is :mited. An unanrolied return preparar may represenl, provided tha preparar (1)
prepared ond signad the relum or ctalm for refund (or prepared If there is nic signatura space on the form); {2) was eBglble to sign the relum or
claim for refund; (3) has 2 valid PTIN; and (4) posseases tha required Annual Fiiing Season Program Record of Completionis). See Spacial Rules
and Requirements for Unenrolled Retum Preparers in the instructlons for additlonal information.

K Quelifying Siudent—receives peanmission to reprasent taxpayers before the IRS by virtua of his/her stalus as a law, business, or accounting student
working I an LITC or STCP. Sea instructions for Part It for additional information and requirements.

r Enrolled Retiremant Plan Agani—enralied as & ratiremant plan agent under tha requirements of Ciccular 230 (the auihorily to practice befora the
Inlemal Ravenue Service Is Hmitad by saction 10.3(e})

» iF THIS DECLARATION OF REPRESENTATIVE (8 NOT COMPLETED, SIGNED, AND DATED, THE IRB WILL RETURN THE
POWER OF ATTORNEY. REPRESENTATIVES MUST SIGN N THE ORDER LISTED IN PART |, LINE 2.

Nots: Far designations d-1, enter your tils, position, or relationship to the taxpayar in the "Licensing jurisdiclion” column

Licensing jurisdiction
Designation=— (Stale) or other Bar, license, cerification,

insert above ragistration, or enroliment ignatyra Date
whorlerh | e ety | Member st </ ) é)” S

A ca 081841 il 03 W(‘g

/

Form 2848 Rev 1.2018)
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- 2848 Power of Attorney kel o
Qo soman zon) and Declaration of Representative Raceived by
Intempl Ravenya Sérvice & Go Lo www.irs.gov/Form2848 for Instruclions and the latest informatlon. Nama
Power of Atlorney Telsphone
Cautlon: A separate Form 2848 must be completed for each taxpayer. Form 2848 will not be honored Functien
for any purpose other than representation bafore the IRS. Dale

1 Tawpayer Information. Taxpayer must sign and date this form on page 2, line 7.

Taxpayer neme and address . Taxpayet identification number(s)
Optimum Health Institute - Austin h

265 Cedar Lane

Cedar Creek, TX 78612

858-634-5507

Daytime telephone number Fian number (f applicable)

hereby appoints (he following representative(s) as altomey(s)-in-facl:
2 Representative{s) must sign and dale this form on page 2, Pan IL.

Name and addrass CAF No. 9005~-16083R
Paul J. Dostart PTIN PQ1224339
4180 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 530 Telephane No. 058.623,4210
La Jolla, CA 92037 FaxNo. 858.623.4288%
Chack if ta be sent coples of notices and communications Check if new: Addrass []  Talephone No, [] Fax No. (]
Name and address CAF No. 9000-58141R
Kenneth G. Coveney PTIN P00543279
4180 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 530 Telephone No. 858.623.4240
La Jolla, CA 92037 FaxNo. B850.623,4299
Chack If to ba sont coples of notices and communications 4] Check If new: Address (] __ Telsphone No. [ FaxNo. O]
Name end address CAF No,
PTIN
Telephone No.
Fax No, )
{Note: IRS sends notices and communications to onty two representatives) | Check If new. Addrass [ Tetephone No. L] Fax No. [
Name and address CAFND. et
P“N -------
Telephone No. o
F‘x No' ooooo aamaman
(Nota: IRS sends notices and communications 1o anly Iwo representatives.) Chack H new: Address | | Telsphona No. g Fax No ;L

Lo reprasent tha taxpayar before the Internal Ravenus Service and perform the following acts:

3 Acts authorlzed [you: are raquirat to complata this line 3). With the axception of he acis described In Ena 5b, | authariza my representalive(s) Lo recaive and
Inspect my confidential Lax informatian and lo perform ecta that | can perfarm wilh respect to 1he lax maltar describad below. For exampla, my represenlativa(s|
shali have the sutharily 1o sign eny agreemenls, consents, or simila documenls (see insiructians for line Sa for authorizing a epreseniativa 1o sign a return).

Description ol Matier (income, Employment, Paysolt, Excise, Eslale, Git, Whistieblower,
Practilloner Discipline, PLR, FOLA, Cvil Penalty, Sec. 5000A Shared Reaponsiblily

Tax Form Numbar Year(s) or Parlod(s) (! 2pplicable)

Paymeat, Sec, 4980H Sharad Responsibtity Pryment, elc.) ises insiructions) {1040, 841, 720, etc.) §f applicable) (sea Instructions}

2016, 2017,

Letter 5307, Income Tax Exemption 950 2018, 2019, 2020

4 Specific use not recorded an Centralized Authorization File {CAF}). if the power of attomey Is for a specific uee not recorded on CAF,
. i i % " »>

check this box. See the Instructions for Line 4, Spachic Use Not Recorded on CAF . . . . o 00D

Sa Additional acts authorized. In addilion to the acts listed an line 3 abova, | aulherize my representative{s} to perform the followlng acts (see

Instructions for line §a for more information): (] Access my IRS records via an Inlermediale Sarvice Provider;
] Autharize disclosure to third pariles; X substiute or add reprasentaliveisy, ] Sign 8 return;

[ Othar acts authorized:

For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notlee, sae the Inatructions.

Form m:nav 1-2018)

Exhibit 2
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b Spacific acts not authorized. My representativels) Is (ere) not suthorized to andorse or otharwise negoliale any check (nciuding direcling or
accapting payment by eny means, elecironic of othanwise, into an account owned or coniroliad by tha reprasantative(s) or any firm or other
entity with whom the representative(s) (s (sr#) assoclaled) lasued by tha govarnmenl [n respect of a fedaral iax liability.

List any other specific deletions to the &cts otharwiza auiharized In this power of attomey (sea Instructions for line Sb).

8 Ratention/revocation of prior powsr(s) of attorney. The filing of {his powesr of attormey sutomatically ravokes all earlier power{s) of
attorney on fils with the Iniemal Revanue Service for the sama maiters and years o periads covered by this document. If you do not want
\o revoke @ prior power of atiornay, chackhere . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L e . o B . » O
YOU MUST ATTACH A COPY OF ANY POWER OF ATTORNEY YOU WANT TO REMAIN IN EFFECT.

Y  Signature of taxpayer, if a iax maller concerns a year in which a joint retum was flad, each spouse must fils a saparate power of allorney
avan if thay are appointing the same represantative(s). f signed by a corporale officer, parner, guardian, tax matiers parner, parinership

representative, execulor, recaiver, administrator, or trustes on behsll of the taxpayer, | certify that | have the legal authority to execute this form
on behalf af the taxpayar.

PLETED, S8IGNED, AND DATED, THE IRS WILL RETURN THIS POWER OF ATTORNEY TO THE TAXPAYER.

12/ & /2018 o CED
! Signature Data Title (f applicable)
Rev. Robgrt P. Naes Optimum Health Institute - Austin
Print Nama Print name of taxpayer from lina 1 if other than Individual

IEEIII _Declaration of Reprasentative_
Under penalties of perury, by my signature below | declere thal;
+ 1 am not currently suspended or disbarred from praclice, or Ineligible for practice, befors the Intemal Revanue Sarvice:
+ | am subjact 1o regulailons conlainad In Clreular 230 31 CFR, Subiitle A, Par 10}, as amended, goverming praclice bafore the Inleraal Revenue Service;
+ | am authorized to represent the taxpayer identified in Part | for the maiter(s) specified thers; and
« | am one of the following:
a Allornay—a member in good standing of the bar of the highast court of the jurisdiclion shown below.
b Ceified Public Accountant—a holder of an sctive license to praclice as a cerlified public accountant in the jurisdiction shown balow.
¢ Enroliad Agant—anralied as an agent by the Iniemal Ravenue Sarvica pes the raquirements of Clrcular 230
d Officer—=a bona fide officer of the taxpayer organization.
@ Fulk-Tima Employse—a full-ime employes of the laxpayar.
f Famly Mamber—a member of the laxpayer's (mmediata family (spouse, parenl, child, grandpareni, grandchild, slap-parent, siep-chid, brolher, or sister)

g Enrolisd Actuary—antoliad as an actuary by the Joint Board for the Enroliment of Actuarias undar 20 U.S.C. 1242 {he authonty to praciica balore
the Interal Revenue Service I8 Emiled by sacllon 10.3(d) of Circuler 230).

h Unenrotied Raturn Preparar—Autharity to praclice before the IRS is kmiied. An unenrolled relurn praparar may represant, pravided the preparer (%)
prepared and signad the return or clalm for refund (or prepared I there is no signature space an the form}; {2) was eligible ta sign the relurn or
claim for refund; (3) has a valid PTIN; and (4) possesses the required Annual Filing Season Program Recard of Complotion(s). See Special Rules
and Requiremants for Unanroilod Retum Preparers in the instructions for additions! Information.

k Qualifying Studeni—rsceives permiasion to represent taxpayers balare the IRS by virue of hisihar status as a law, business, or accounling siudent
working in an LITC or STCP, Sea inslructions for Part |i for additional information and requirements,

r Enrolied Relirement Plan Ageni—anrolled 85 b retirement plan agent under the requirements of Clrcular 230 ghe suthorily to practics before the
Intarnal Ravanua Service is imited by section 10.3(s)).

> IF THIS DECLARATION OF REPRESENTATIVE |8 NOT COMPLETED, SIGNED, AND DATED, THE IRS WILL RETURN THE
POWER OF ATTORNEY. REPRESENTATIVES MUST BIGN IN THE ORDER LISTED IN PART |, LINE 2,

Note: For designstions d-{, anler your title, position, or relationship to the taxpayer in the "Licensing jurisdiction” column.

__ |Licensing jurisdiction ;
Designatian: (Slate) or olher Bar, license, cedification,

Ingest above regisiralion, or enroliment slure Date
felter (a-1). 'ma;'::,"&::::;::"' number Gf applicable). p 0/) -
L4 i
A ca 081841 m &5‘}_&‘2‘9{9
A CA 052350 &wﬂb@ﬁb@’g WA YAR S
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OMB No. 1545.0150
om 2048 Power of Attorney For 1RB Use By
J 2018
Feu donuan 2018) and Declaration of Representative Received by
Intornal Alevenus Service | » Go to www.lrs.gov/Form2848 for instructions and the latast Information. Name
IEXXN  Power of Attorney Telephane
Caution: A separate Form 2848 must be completed for each taxpayer. Form 2848 will nol be honored Function
for any purpose other than representation befora the IRS. Dale
1 Taxpayer informatlon. Taxpayer must sign and date this form on page 2, line 7.
Taxgayer neme and addrass Taxpeyer identification numbsr(s)
Optimum Health Institute - San Diego I

6970 Central Avenue
Lemon Grove, CA 91945

Daytime telephone number Plen number (I spplicabls)
B58-634=-5507

hereby appoints the following representalive(s) as sitorney(s}-in-fact;
2 Reprasentative{s} must sign and date Lhis form on page 2, Part IL.

Name and address CAF No. 9005-16083R
Paul J. Dostart PTIN P01224338
4180 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 530 Telephone No. 858.623.4210
La Jolla, CA 92037 FaxNo, B58.623.4299
Chack if ta be sent coples of notices and communlcations Bl Check If naw: Address (] Telsphane No. g_ Fax No, Q
Name and addrass CAFNo. 9000-58141R
Kenneth G. Covensay PTIN PO0S543279
4180 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 530 Telaphone No. B58.623.4240
La Jolla, CA 92037 Fax No. 858.623,4299
Choeck If to be sent caples of notices and communications  [{] Check if new: Address ] Telephone No. [} Fax No. (1
Nama and address CAF No.
PTIN
Talephona No.
Fax No.
(Note: IRS sends noticas and communications 1o only Iwo represenislivas) | Check If new: Address L] Telephone No. ] Fax No. [}
Name snd addrass CAF Na.
PTIN
Talephons No.
FaxNo. _____
(Nole: IRS sends notices snd communicatlons to only two representalivas.) | Chack if naw: Address []  Telephone No. a Fax No. []

to represant the taxpayer befora the Internal Revenue Service and perorm the following acts:

3 Acts authorized {you are required to complete this lin 3). With the exception of the acts described Inline 5b, 1 aulhosize my representalives) lo receive and
inspact my confidential lax infarmation and to perform acts thal | can parform wilh respec to the lax matlers described below, For example, my represantalivals)
shall have (he sulhorly (o sign eny agreements, consents, of simliar documents {see Instructions for line 5a for suthorkting a representaliva fo sign a relucn).

Dascriglion of Malter {ncome, Employmant, Payroll, Excise, Eatale, G, Whislleblower,

Tax Form Number Year(s) or Period(s) (if applicable)
Pracitloner Discipiine, PLR, FOIA, Civii Ponatly, Sec. 5000A Shared Respansibility
Payman, Sec. 4980H Shared Responsioiily Paymenl, eic) fsea insiruclions) (1040, 841, 720, etc.) §f spplicable} (se Instrucilons)
2016, 2017,
Letter 5307, Income Tax Exemption 990 2018, 2019, 2020

4  Specific use not racordad on Centralizad Authorization Flle (CAF) If the power of altorney Is for a specific use not recorded on CAF,
check this box_Sea tha Instructions for Line 4, Specific Use Not RecordedonCAF , . . . . . . . P

£a  Additional acts authorized. In addkion to the acts listed on line 3 above, | authorize my representative(s) to perform the following acts (sea
instructions for line 5a for mora Information). [J Access my IRS racords via an inlermed|ate Service Provider;

[ Authoriza disclosure (o third partles; [ Substitute or add representativa(sy, (] Sign a return;

O other acts authorized:

For Privacy Act and Paperwork Raduction Act Notice, ses the Instructions. Form 2848 Rev 1.2018)
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Fam 2848 (Rav. 1.2018) Page 2

b Spacific acts not authorized. My representative(s) ks (are) not sulharized to endorse or otherwise nagollate any check factuding directing or
gccepting payment by any means, electronic or otherwise, info an account owned or controlled by the reprasentstive(s) or any firm or other
entity with whom the representative(s} Is {are) assoclaled) [ssued by Lhe govetnment in respect of a lederal tax Habilily.

List any alher spacific delsiions to the acts olharwise authorizad in this power of attomey (see instructions for line Eb)

& Retention/ravocation of prior power(s) of attorney. Tha filing of this pawar of attorney sulomatically revckes all eariler power(s) of
altomey on fila with the Internal Revenue Service for the same matters and years or pericds covered by this document. If you do not want
to rovoke a prior power of attorey, check here . . . . . . . . . L . L L . . 0. 0L » O
YOU MUST ATTACH A COPY OF ANY POWER OF ATTORNEY YOU WANT TO REMAIN IN EFFECT.

7  Signature of taxpayer. If 8 {ax matier concerna & year in which 8 joint s2lurn was filed. each spouse must flle @ separate powar of allorney
even if they ara appointing the same representative(s). If signed by a comorate officer, pariner, guardian, tax matters partner, parinemhip
reprasentalive, executor, recelver, administrator, or trustaa on behalf of the taxpayer, § certify that | have the 1=2gal authority 10 exacute this form

on behalf of the taxpayer.
> IF MPLETED, SIGNED, AND DATED, THE IRS WILL RETURN THIS POWER OF ATTORNEY TO THE TAXPAYER.
MM,.H 12/ & /2018 __...CEO
o Signature Dale Tilte (f applicable)
Rev. Robert P. Nees Optimum Health Institute - San Diego
Print Nama Print name of taxpayer from line 1 If ather than Individuat

B3I Declaration of Representative
Under penaliles of perjury, by my signatura below | dectare thal.
« }am not currently suspended or disbarred from practice, or ingligble for practice, hafora the Intemal Revenue Servica;
s 1am subject to regulations conlained in Circular 230 31 CFR, Subiitia A, Parl 10}. as amended, govaming practice belore iha Inlemal Revenus Service;
» | am suthorizad to represent the taxpayer identified in Pant 1 for the matter(s) specified there, and
« { am one of the following:

a Allornay—e mamber In good standing of the bar of the highest court of the jurisdiction shown below.

% Ceriified Public Accountant—a halder of an active license to praciice as a cartifled public accountent in the jurisdictien shown below,

¢ Ensolied Agent—enrelied Bs an agent by the Intemal Revenue Sarvice per the raquiremants of Circular 230.

d Officar—a bona fide officer of the taxpayer organization.

e Full-Time Employee—a full-tima employes of the laxpayer.

1 Family Member—a member of the iaxpayer's immaediate famlly (spousa, pareni, chiid, grandparam, grandchild, siap-parent, step-child, brolher, or sisler)

g Enrolied Acluary—enrolled as an actugry by the Joint Board for the Enroliment of Actuaries under 29 U.6.C. 1242 (the authorily lo pracllce bafors
the Intamal Revenus Service Is imited by section 10.3(d) of Circular 230}.

h Unenroked Return Praparer—Authorlly 1o practice before the IRS is limited. An unenrolied retum praparer may represent, provided the preparer (1)
prepared and signed tha retum or clelm fer refund {or prepared if there Is no signature space on the form); (2) was eligible io sign the return or
claim for refund; {3) has @ valid FTIN, and (4} possesses tha required Annuai Filing Season Frogram Racord of Completion(s). Sea Special Rules
and Raguirements for Unenrolied Retum Freparers in the Instructions for additional information.

k Qualifying Student—racaives permiasion to reprasent taxpayars bafore the IRS by virue of his/har status 88 a law, business, or accouniing student
waorking in an LITG or STCP, See Instructions for Part Il for addiisns! information and requirements.

¢ Enrolied Retirament Plan Agent—anrolied as a retiremant plan egent under the requirements of Circular 230 ithe autherity lo practice before the
Internal Revenua Sarvice [s limlied by section 10.3{s)).

» IF THIS DECLARATION OF REPRESENTATIVE IS NOT COMPLETED, SIGNED, AND DATED, THE IRS WILL RETURN THE
POWER OF ATTORNEY. REPRESENTATIVES MUST SIGN IN THE ORDER LISTED IN PART |, LINE 2.

Note: For designations d-f, enter your titls, position, or raialionship to the taxpayar in Ihe "Licansing jurisdiction” column,

Dasignation— uc:&:‘:‘gg‘rﬂ:::::m Bar, licanse, canlhication,
Insert above licensing suthorit ragisiration, or enrolimant Signatura ~ Date
letter (a). o appgllcnblai. ¥ number (f applicabla). /

A cA 081841 , ) 0 5();_4,23@
A ca 053350 /&lﬂ#}&&mﬁ% 12/3/18

rorm 2848 (Rev 1-2018)
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' The State Bar of California

Selact Language ¥

Paul Joseph Dostart #81841

License Status: Active

Address Dostart Hannink & Coveney LLF 4180 La Jolla Village Dr, Ste 530, La Jolla, CA 92037-1474
County San Diego County

Phone Number (858) 623-4210

Fax Number: (858) 623-4299

Email pdostart@sdiaw com

Law School Univ of Houston Law Center; Houston TX

Below you wil] find all changes of license status due to both non-disciplinary administrative matters and disciplinary actions.

Date Licanse Status Discipline Administrative Action
Present Aclive
11/29/1978 Admilted to The State Bar of Calfornia
Business Law
CLA Sections:
Trusts & Eslates

Califormia Lawyers Asscociation (CLA) is an independent organization and is not part of The State Bar of Californa

Additional Information:
« Explanation of licensee status
« Explanation of disciplinary system
= Explanation of disciplinary actions
« Copies of official licensee discipline records are available upon request

© 2019 The State Bar of California

htip:f/members.catbar.ca.gov/fal/Licensee/Detail/8 1841 .
Exhibit 2
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14180 LA JOLLA VILLAGE DRIVE, SUITE 530
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 92037-1474
TELEPHONE: 858-623-4200

FAX: 858-623-4299

PAUL J. DOSTART
DIRECT DIAL 858-623-4210
E-MAIL: PAULDOSTART@SDLAW.COM

March 12,2021

VIA FACSIMILE AND U.S.P.S. PRIORITY
TRACKED MAIL
Tracking Number: 9405 5036 9930 0316 5250 43
Fax: 877-891-6035

Internal Revenue Service
Central Processing Unit
Stop 93A

Post Office Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362

With Copies by Email fo:

Email: Stephanie.A.Sasarak@usdoj.gov Email: Evangeline.Lowrey@irs.gov
Stephanie Sasarak Evangeline Lowrey, Revenue Agent
Trial Attorney Tax Exempt & Government Entities
U.S. Department of Justice, Tax Division Internal Revenue Service
Eastern Region 450 Golden Gate Avenue, MS 7401
P.O. Box 227, Ben Franklin Station San Francisco, CA 94102

Washington, DC 20044

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Request (Renewal and Expansion)
Case Number: F19071-0040
Tax Court Case Number: 3:19-cv-02358-W-JL.B
Free Sacred Trinity Church (EIN: 31-1720683)
Optimum Health Institute — San Diego (EIN: 71-0895144)
Optimum Health Institute — Austin (EIN: 74-2945511)

Dear Disclosure Manager:

This letter renews and expands upon my previous request under the Freedom of
Information Act (“FOIA”) dated March 4, 2019 (Case Number F19071-0040). The
documents outlined in this FOIA request are similar to (and in some cases materially the
same as) the documents outlined in my previous FOIA request, except with respect to the
period covered.
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JOSTART Internal Revenue Service
MR Re: Freedom of Information Act Request (Renewal and Expansion)

e Case Number: F19071-0040
Free Sacred Trinity Church v. IRS (S.D. Ca.) 3:19-¢v-02358-W-JLB

Free Sacred Trinity Church (EIN: 31-1720683)

Optimum Health Institute — San Diego (EIN: 71-0895144)

Optimum Health Institute — Austin (EIN: 74-2945511)

March 12, 2021

Page 2

Pursuant to FOIA, I respectfully request that copies of all documents' falling within
the description below and relating to my clients, Free Sacred Trinity Church (“FSTC”), and
to FSTC’s two subordinate organizations (Optimum Health Institute — San Diego
(EIN: 71-0895144) (“OHI-SD”) and Optimum Health Institute — Austin (EIN: 74-2945511)
(“OHI-A”)), be provided to me if such documents (as to items 1 to 4, inclusive) were
prepared or are dated during the period beginning March 4, 2019, up until the date on which
you provide your final batch of documents to me relating to this request. I do not wish to
inspect the documents first. The documents I am requesting include:

1. The IRS’s entire file (including, without limitation, its administrative file),
that may or does relate to the IRS Inquiries (as defined below), including,
without limitation:

a. All intra-IRS correspondence and referrals;
b. All inter-agency correspondence and referrals;

c. All inter-governmental entity (e.g., state governmental entity)
correspondence and referrals; and

d. All whistleblower filings or public complaints howsoever documented
and regardless of whether on Form 211, Form 13909, or otherwise;

2. All other documents in the IRS’s possession that may or do relate to the IRS
Inquiries, including any documents showing how the IRS reached a decision,
or contributed to the IRS’s decision, to raise the IRS Inquiries;

3. All documents provided to, made available to, seen by, referred to, or
otherwise provided for use or used, in any manner by the applicable
high-level Treasury official (as that phrase is used in IRC section 7611(a)(2)),
in forming a reasonable belief on the basis of facts and circumstances
recorded in writing to justify the IRS examination of any, some, or all of
FSTC, OHI-SD, and/or OHI-A;

! For the purposes of this request, “document” is intended to have the broadest possible meaning and
includes any writing or recorded matter of every kind or description, however produced or
reproduced, including but not limited to: letters, correspondence, memoranda, notes, emails,
spreadsheets, summaries, reports, electronic data, discs or other magnetic storage devices, faxes, and
electronic file notes.
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JOSTART Internal Revenue Service
HAVNN Re: Freedom of Information Act Request (Renewal and Expansion)

& Case Number: F19071-0040
Free Sacred Trinity Church v. IRS (S.D. Ca.) 3:19-cv-02358-W-JLB

Free Sacred Trinity Church (EIN: 31-1720683)

Optimum Health Institute — San Diego (EIN: 71-0895144)

Optimum Health Institute — Austin (EIN: 74-2945511)

March 12, 2021

Page 3

4. All other documents in the IRS’s possession that may or do relate to or show
how the IRS reached a decision, or contributed to the IRS’s decision, to issue

the two initial reports of examination issued to me under cover of letter dated
January 21, 2021;

5. Independently, I am also requesting all documents that relate to the inquiry
or investigation of Paul J. Dostart by the Office of Treasury Inspector General
for Tax Administration (“TIGTA”), and/or which relate in any manner to the
interview of Paul J. Dostart by TIGTA agents on May 14, 2020, and which
documents were created on or after January 1, 2020, and extend up until the
present.” For the avoidance of doubt, we are of the view that such inquiry or
investigation, and interview, manifested an abuse of authority by IRS
representatives and were a blatant attempt to intimidate taxpayer counsel
using extortion or willful oppression in order to unlawfully secure a
concession from the taxpayer (FSTC, OHI-San Diego and OHI-Austin), and
in that regard, our request for documents expressly includes all documents
which evidence any other actions or follow-up that was identified or
recommended by TIGTA, regardless of whether IRC § 7214 was expressly
identified in any such follow-up documentation; and

6. If you determine that there exist documents which are described in this FOTA
request but which you decide to not disclose, a description of such
document(s), the reasons for your non-disclosure decision, and any
documents relied upon or that may be relied upon to make that decision.

My preference is to download these documents from a secure electronic document
repository system. If a USB stick or DVD is more convenient for you, that is satisfactory to
me; if possible, I would prefer to receive the documents in an electronic format.

In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, I am an attorney
representing FSTC and its two integrated auxiliaries in relation to the IRS’s line of inquiries
(“IRS Inquiries”) regarding FSTC’s tax-exempt status. The IRS Inquiries came to my
attention by a letter dated October 29, 2018, with a description of the IRS’s concerns
regarding FSTC’s status, including the following: “Our concern is that your program is being
operated more than insubstantially for commercial purposes, which raises concerns about
[the IRS’s] continuing recognition of [FSTC] as an organization described in section

2 The TIGTA Special Agents who conducted such interview were Cindy Niu and Salvador Correa.
For the avoidance of doubt, Ms. Niu and Mr. Correa acted with professionalism at all times.
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YOSTART Internal Revenue Service
iy Re: Freedom of Information Act Request (Renewal and Expansion)
w Case Number: F19071-0040
Free Sacred Trinity Church v. IRS (S.D. Ca.) 3:19-cv-02358-W-JLB

Free Sacred Trinity Church (EIN: 31-1720683)

Optimum Health Institute — San Diego (EIN: 71-0895144)

Optimum Health Institute — Austin (EIN: 74-2945511)

March 12, 2021

Page 4

501(c)3)...” In order to fully address and provide responses to the IRS’s concerns, we
would like to understand what caused the IRS to begin the IRS Inquiries.

In addition, I am the attorney of record in Southern District of California Case
Number 3:19-cv-02358-W-JLB, which case was filed after the IRS failed to timely respond
to my March 4, 2019, FOIA request. I represent plaintiffs FSTC and OHI-SD in that case.
Documents that are in the district court’s document index are exempt from this request and
do not need to be provided.

As proof of identity I am including copies of the Form 2848 powers of attorney for
FSTC, OHI-SD, and OHI-A. I am also attaching a copy of my California State Bar
membership page and a copy of my California driver’s license. ‘

I am willing to pay document production fees for this request up to a maximum of
$2,500, if there are fees payable even though I am the authorized representative of FSTC
(and of its two integrated auxiliaries), the church that is being harassed by the IRS Inquiries,
and of course, I am personally the attorney who was illegally harassed by the TIGTA
interview. If you estimate that the fees you propose to assess will exceed this limit, please
inform me first (858-623-4210). Please also contact me as necessary to resolve any issues,
clarify the scope of this request, or help identify a specific document containing the
information sought.

cc: Robert P. Nees, Ecclesiastical Supuiiu
Christopher Rizek, Esq.
Meghan Biss, Esq.

943060.1
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o 2848

{Rev. January 2018)
Department of the Treasury
Internal Ravenue Service

Page 41 of 61

OMB No. 1645-0150
Power of Attorney For IRS Uss Only
and Declaration of Representative Received by:
» Go to www.irs.gov/Form 2848 for Instructions and the latest informatfon. Name
Power of Attorney Telephone
Caution; A separate Form 2848 must be completed for each taxpayer. Form 2848 will not be honored Function
for any purpose other than representation before the IRS. Date

1 Taxpayer Informatlon. Taxpayer must sign and date this form on page 2, line 7.

Taxpayer name and address

Free Sacred Trinity Church

23035 Historic Decatur Rd., Ste 101
San Diego, CA 92106-6071

Taxpayer identlfication number(s)

31-1720683
Daytirmne telephone number

{858) 634-5507

Plan number (if applicable}

hereby appoints the following representative(s) as attorney(s})-in-fact:
2  Representative{s) must slgn and date this form on page 2, Part |I.

Mame and address

Paul J. Dostart

4180 La Jolia Village Drive, Suite 530
La Jolla, CA 92037

CAF No. 9005-16083R

PTIN P01224339

Telephone No. (858) 632-4210
Fax No. (858)623-4299

Check if to be sent copies of notices and communications m Check If new: Addrass [ Telaphone No. [} Fax No. []
Name and address CAF No, 8005-48518R _______

Christopher S, Rizek PTIN P01483038

Caplin & Drysdale, Chtd., ! Thomas Circle NW, Ste. 1100 Telephone No. (202) 862-8852
Washingion, DC 20005 Fax No. (202) 429-3301

Check If to be sent copies of notlces and communications  [X Check if new: Address [_]  Telephone No. [] Fax No. []
Name and address CAFNo. 0313-82140R
Meghan R. Biss PTIN P02157602

Caplin & Drysdale, Chtd., 1 Thomas Circle NW, Ste. 1100 Telephone No. (202) 862-7866

Washington, DC 20005 Fax No. (202)429-3301
{Note: IRS sends notices and communications fo only two representatives.) Check if new: Address [ ] Telephone No. [] Fax No. []
Name and address CAF No. 9000-58141R

Kenneth G, Coveney PTIN P00343279

4180 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 530 Telephone No. {838)023-4240

La Jolla, CA 92037 Fax No. (858)623-429%

{Note: IRS sends notices and communications te only two representatives.) Check if new: Address [] Telephone No. O Fax Ne. []

to represent the taxpayer before the Internal Revenue Service and perform the following acts:
3 Acts authorized (you ara required to complete this {ine 3). With the exception of the acts described in line 5b, | authorize my representative(s) fo receive and
inspect my confidential tax information end to perform acts that | ¢an perform with respect to the tax matters described below. For example, my representative{s)
shall have the authority to sign any agreements, consents, or similar documents (ses Instructions for line 5a for authorizing a representative to sign a return).

Description of Matter {income, Employment, Péj?ro{i, Excise, Estate, Gift, Whistleblower,
Practitioner Disclpline, PLR, FOIA, Civil Penalty, Sec. 5000A Shared Responsibility
Payment, Sec. 4980H Shared Responsibility Payment, lc.) (see instructions)

Year(s)or Periodi  if applicable)
{see instructions)

Tax Form Number
(1040, 941, 720, etc.) (if applicable)

Tax-Exempt Status and Examination

Form 990 2016 - 2021

Group Exemption

Form 990 2016 - 2021

4  Speciflc use not recorded on Centralized Authorization File (CAF). If the power of attorney is for a specific use not recorded on CAF,
check this box. See the instructions for Line 4. Specific Use Not Recorded on CAF . .. .

> 0

ba

Additional acts authorized, In addition to the acts listed on line 3 above, | authorize my representative(s) to perform the folfowing acts {see

instructions for fine &a for more informatlon): [} Access my IRS records via an Intermediate Service Provider;

[ Authorize disclosure to third parties;

[X] substitute or add representative(s); [ Sign a return;

[ other acts authorized:

For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the instructlons.

Form 2848 (Rev.1-2018)
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Form 2848 (Rev. 1-2018) Page 2

b Specific acts not authorized. My representative(s) is (are) not authorized to endorse or otherwise negotiate any check (including directing or
accepling payment by any means, electronic or otherwise, into an account owned or controlled by the representative(s) or any firm or other
entity with whom the representative(s) is (are) associaled) issued by the government in respect of a federal tax ilability.
List any other specific deletions to the acts otherwise authorized in this power of attorney (see Instructions for line 5b):

6 Retentlonfrevocation of prlor powerls) of attorney. The filing of thls power of attorney automatically revokes all earlier power(s) of
attorney on file with the Internal Revenue Service for the same matlers and years or periods covered by this document. If you do not want
to revoke a prior power of attorney, check here . . R
YOU MUST ATTACH A COPY OF ANY POWER OF ATTORNEY YOU WANT TO REMAIN IN EFFECT

7 Signature of taxpayer. If a tax matter concerns a year in which a joint return was filed, each spouse must file a separate power of attorney
even if they are appointing the same representative(s). If signed by a corporate officer, partner, guardian, tex matters partner, partnership
representative, executor, receiver, administrator, or trustee on behalf of the taxpayer, | certify that | have the legal authority to execute this form
on behalf of the taxpayer.

', AND DATED, THE IRS WILL RETURN THIS POWER OF ATTORNEY TO THE TAXPAYER.

Title (f appllcable)

Rev, Robert P. Nees Free Sacred Trinity Church

Print Name Print name of taxpayer from line 1 if other than individual

I Declaration of Representative
Under penalties of perjury, by my signature below | declare that:
+ | am not currently suspended or disbarred from practice, or ineligible for practice, before the Internal Revenue Service;
* | am subject to regutations contained in Circular 230 (31 CFR, Subtitle A, Part 10), as amended, governing practice before the Internal Revenue Service;
+ | am authorized to represent the taxpayer identified in Part | for the matter{s) specified there; and
s | am one of the following:

a Attorney—a member in good standing of the bar of the highest court of the jurisdiction shown below,

b Certified Public Accountant—a holder of an active license to practice as a certified public accountant in the juiisdiction shown below.

¢ Enrolled Agent—enrolled as an agent by the Internal Revenue Service per the requirements of Circular 230,
d Officer--a bona fide officer of the taxpayer organization.
[}
f
a

Fuli-Time Employee—a full-time employee of the taxpayer.

Family Member—a member of the taxpayer's immediate family {(spouse, parent, child, grandparent, grandchild, step-parent, step-child, brother, or sister).
Enrclled Actuary—anrolled as an actuary by the Joint Board for the Enroillment of Actuaries under 29 U.S.C. 1242 {the authority to practice before
the Internal Revenue Service is limited by section 10.3(d) of Circular 230},

h Unenrolied Return Preparer—Authority to practice before the IRS is limited. An unenrolled return preparer may represent, provided the preparer (1)
prepared and signed the return or claim for refund (or prepared if there Is no signature space on the form); (2) was eligible to sign the return or
claim for refund; (3) has a valid PTIN; and (4) possesses the required Annual Filing Season Program Record of Completion{s), See Special Rules
and Requlrements for Unenrolled Roturn Preparers in the instructions for additional information.

k Qualifying Student--raceives permission to represent taxpayers before the IRS by virtue of his/her status as a faw, business, or accounting student
working in an LITC or STCP. See instructions for Parl |l for additional information and requirements.

r Enrolled Retirement Plan Ageni—enrolled as a retirement plan agent under the requirements of Circular 230 (the authority to practice bafore the
Internal Revenue Service is limited by section 10.3(e)).

P IF THIS DECLARATION OF REPRESENTATIVE IS NOT COMPLETED, SIGNED, AND DATED, THE IRS WILL RETURN THE
POWER OF ATTORNEY. REPRESENTATIVES MUST SIGN IN THE ORDER LISTED IN PART I, LINE 2,

Note: For dasignations d-f, entar your title, position, or relationship to the taxpayer in the "Licensing jurisdiction” column.

Designation— Licfgg ?eg Jurrgtdhiction Bar, license, cerlification.
nsert above Iicensin)goauthoilrty registration, or enrolimen Date
letter {a—T}. f applicable). number (f applicable).
a CA 081841
a DC 370756
& DC 1602518
a CA 053350
L I

Forin 2848 (Rev. 1-2018)
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o 2848

{Rev. January 2018)
Depariment of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

Page 43 of 61

OME No. 1545-0150
Power of Attorney For 1R Use only
and Declaration of Representative Recelved by:
b Go to www.irs.gov/Form 2648 for instructions and the latest Information. Nama
Power of Attorney Telephone
Caution: A separate Form 2848 must be completed for each taxpayer. Form 2848 will not be honored - Funetion
for any purpose other than representation before the IRS. Date

1 Taxpayer Information. Taxpayer must slgn and date this form on page 2, line 7.

Taxpayer name and address

Optimum Health Institute - San Diego
6970 Central Avenue

Lemon Grove, CA 91945

Taxpayer identification number(s)

71-0895144
Daytime telephone number

(858) 634-5507

Plan number (if applicable}

hereby appoints the following representative(s) as attorney(s)-in-fact;
2  Representative(s) must sign and date this form on page 2, Part Il.

Narne and address

Paul J, Dostart

4180 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 530
La Jolla, CA 92037

CAF No. 9005-16083R

PTIN P01224339

Telephone No.  (838) 632-4210
Fax No. (8358)623-4299

Check If to be sent coples of notices and communlcations m Check If new: Address [ Talephone No. | Fax Ne. (]
Name and address CAF No. 8005-48518R

Christopher S. Rizek PTIN PO1483038

Caplin & Drysdale, Chtd., 1 Thomas Circle NW, Ste, 1100 Telephone No. (202) 862-8852

Washington, DC 20005 Fax No. (202) 429-3301

Check If to be sent copies of nhotices and communlications Al Check if new: Address [} Telephone No. [:I Fax No, {]
Name and address CAF No. 0313-82140R.

Meghan R. Biss FTIN P02157602

Caplin & Drysdale, Chtd., I Thomas Circle NW, Ste, 1100 Telephone No. {202) 862-7866

Washingtonr, DC 20005 Fax Ne. (202)429-3301

(Note: IRS sends notices and communications to only iwo representatives.) Check if new: Address [ 1 Telephone No. [ Fax No. []
Name and address CAF No. 9000-58141R

Kenneth G. Coveney PTIN P00543279 .

4180 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 530 Telephone No, (858)623-4240

La Jolla, CA 92037 Fax No. {B58)623-4299

{(Note: IRS sends notices and communications to only two representatives.) Check If new: Address [ Telephone No. [] Fax No. []

to represent the taxpayer before the Internal Revenue Service and perform the following acts:
3 Acts authorized (you are required to complete this line 3). With the exception of the acts described in line 5b, | authorize my representative{s) to receive and
inspect my confidential tax information and to perform acts that | can perform with respect to the tax matters described below. For example, my representative(s)
shalf have the authority to sign any agreements, consents, or similar documents (see instructions for line 5a for authorizing a representative to sign a return).

Description of Matter (income, Employment, Payroll, Excise, Estate, Gifi, Whistleblower,
Practitioner Discipline, PLR, FOIA, Civil Penalty, Sec. 5000A Shared Responsibility
Payment, Sec. 4980H Shared Responsibility Payment, efc.) (see instructions)

Year(s) or Period(s) (if applicable)
{see instructions)

Tax Form Number
{1040, 841, 720, stc.) (if applicable)

Tax-Exempt Status and Examination

Form 990 2016 - 2021

Group Exemption

Form 990 2016 - 2021

4  Specific use not recorded on Gentralized Authorlzation File {CAF). If the power of attorney is for a specific use not recorded on CAF,

chack this box. See the instructions for Line 4. Specific Use Not Recorded on CAF

» U

Ba

Additional acts authorized. In addition to the acts listed on line 3 above, | authorize my representative(s) to perform the following acts (see

instructions for line 5a for more information): [] Access my IRS records via an Intermediate Service Provider;

[ Authorize disclosure to third parties;

Substitute or add representativa(s); [ Sign a return;

[ Other acts authorized:

For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions,

Form 2848 (Rev.1-2018)
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Form 2848 (Rev. 1-2018) Page 2

b Specific acts not authorized. My representative(s} is {are) nof authorized to endorse or otherwise negotiate any check (ncluding directing or
accepting payment by any means, electronic or otherwise, into an account owned or controlled by the representative(s) or any firm or other
entity with whom the representative(s) is (are) assoclated) [ssued by the government in respect of a federal tax liability.
List any other specific deletions {o the acts otherwise authorized in this power of attorney (see instructions for line 5b):

6 Retention/revocation of prior power(s) of attorney. The filing of this power of attorney automatically revokes all easdlier power(s) of
attorney on file with the Internal Revenue Service for the same matters and years or periods covered by this document. if you do not want
to revoke a prior power of attorney, check here . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...k |
YOU MUST ATTACH A COPY OF ANY POWER OF ATTORNEY YOU WANT TO REMAIN IN EFFECT.

7  Signature of taxpayer. If a tax matter concerns a year in which a joint return was filed, each spouse must file a separate power of attorney
even if they are appointing the same representative(s). If signed by a corporate officer, partner, guardian, tax matters partner, partnership
representative, executor, receiver, administrator, or trustee on hehalf of the taxpayer, | certify that | have the legal authority to execute this form
on behalf of the taxpayer,

> ATED, THE IRS WILL RETURN THIS POWER OF ATTORNEY TO THE TAXPAYER.
................................. CEO -—————
- Title {if appiicable)
..... Rev, Robert P, Nees ... e e ODUMUM Health Institute - San Diego
Print Mame Print name of taxpayer from line 1 if other than individual

Eudll  Declaration of Representative

Under penalties of perjury, by my signature below | declare that:
+ | am not currently suspended or disbarred from practice, or ineligible for practice, before the Internal Revenue Sepvice;
+ | am subject to regulations contained in Circular 230 (31 CFR, Subtitle A, Part 10), as amended, governing practice before the Internal Revanue Service;
+ | am authorized to represent the taxpayer identified in Part | for the matter(s) specified there; and
+ } am one of the following:
a Attorney—a member in good standing of the bar of the highest court of the jurisdiction shown below.
b Certified Public Accountant—a holder of an active license to practice as a certified public accountant in the jurisdiction shown below.
¢ Enrolled Agent—enrolled as an agent by the [nternal Revenue Service per the requirements of Circutar 230,
d Officer—-a bona fide officer of the taxpayer organization.
e Full-Time Employee—a full-time employee of tha taxpayer.
f Family Member-—a member of the taxpayer's immediate family (spouse, parent, child, grandparent, grandchild, step-parent, step-child, brother, or sister).
g Enrolled Actuary—enrolled as an actuary by the Joint Board for the Enroliment of Actuaries under 29 U.8.C. 1242 {the authority to practice before
the Internal Revenue Service is limited by saction 10.3(d) of Circular 230Q).
h Unenrolled Return Preparer—Authority to practice before the IRS is limited. An unenrolled return preparer may represent, provided the preparer (i)
prepared and signed the return or claim for refund (or prepared if there is no signature space on the form); (2} was efigible to sign the return or

claim for refund; {3) has a valid PTIN; and (4) possesses the required Annual Flling Season Program Record of Completion(s). See Special Rules
and Requirements for Unenrolled Return Preparers In the instructions for additional Information.
k Qualifying Student—receives permission to represent taxpayers before the IRS by virtue of his/her status as a |law, business, or accounting student
working in an LITC or STCP, See instructions for Part |l for additional information and requirements.
Enrolled Retirement Plan Agent—enroiled as a ratirement plan agent under the requirements of Circular 230 (the authority to practice before the
Internal Revenue Service is limited by section 10.3(e)).

b IF THIS DECLARATION OF REPRESENTATIVE iS NOT COMPLETED, SIGNED, AND DATED, THE IRS WILL RETURN THE
POWER OF ATTORNEY. REPRESENTATIVES MUST SIGN IN THE ORDER LISTED IN PART [, LINE 2.

Note: For designations d-f, enter your title, position, or relationship to the taxpayer in the "Licensing Jurisdiction” column.

-

Designation— Lice;tsitng juris&lc:ion Bar, license, certification,
Insert above IlcfenZiﬁ)go;u‘ihoerlty registration, or enrofiment Date
letter {a—). f applicable). number {f applicable).

a CA (081841

a DC 370796

a DC 1602518
a CA 053350

1

|
Form 2848 Rev. 1.2018)
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The State Bar of California

Paul Joseph Dostart #81841

License Status: Active

Address: Dostart Hannink & Coveney LLP, 4180 La Jolla Village Dr, Ste 530, La Jolla, CA 92037-1474
County: San Diego County

Phone Number: (858) 623-4210

Fax Number: (858) 623-4299

Email: pdostart@sdlaw.com

Law School: Univ of Houston Law Center; Houston TX

Below you will find all changes of license status due to both non-disciplinary administrative matters and disciplinary
actions.

Date License Status Discipline Administrative Action
Present Active
11/29/1978 Admitted to The State Bar of California

Additional Information:
o Explanation of licensee status
» Explanation of disciplinary system
» Explanation of disciplinary actions
« Copies of official licensee discipline records are available upon request

CLA Sections: Business Law
Taxation
California Lawyers Association (CLA) is an independent organization and is not part of The State Bar of California.

© 2021 The State Bar of California

members.calbar.ca.gov/fal/Licensee/Detail/81841

7
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE y;ﬁ IRS

FAX TRANSMISSION

Cover Sheet
Date: April 21, 2021

To: Paul Dostart

Address/Organization:

Fax Number: (858) 623-4299 Office Number:

From: Merriam Fatima

Address/Organization:

Fax Number; Office Number:

Number of pages. |5 fncluding cover page

Subject: FOIA Request

(Good Afternoon!
Attached is an extension letter,

FYI.

| have transferred a portion of your request to TIGTA as per our conversation on 4/9.

| am in contact with TEGE regarding your document request and is waiting for an update on the
progress.

Please call me if you have any questions.

Try to be a rainbow in someone's cloud. -Maya Angelu
Fate Merriam

Senior Disclosure Specialist

DO 10

(206)946-3528 (Phone)

(855)205-9333 (E-Fax)

Internal Revenue Service

This communicaticn is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom itis addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged,
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disseminafion,
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this
communication in errar, please contact the sender immediately by telephane. Thank you.
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L Department of the Treasury Date:

&m Internal Revenue Service April 21, 2021
Privacy, Governmental Liaison and Disclosure Employee name:

I% Centralized Processing Unit Fatima Merriam
Stop 93A Emplayee ID number;
PO Box 621506 1000226048
Atlanta, GA 30362 Telephane number;

| 206-946-3528

Paul J. Dostart Fax number:
Dostart Hannink & Coveney LLP 855-205-9333
4180 La Jolla Village Dr., Ste. 530 Case number:
La Jolla, CA 92037-1474 2021-11216

Re: Free Sacred Trinity Church,
Optimum Health Institute-San
Diego, Optimum Health Institute-
Austin

Dear Paul I, Dostart;

This 18 1n response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated March 19, 2021,
received in our office on March 24, 2021.

You asked for examination administrative tiles dated after response from FOIA request
F19071-0040 dated December 20, 2019 for Free Sacred Trinity Church, Optimum Health
Institute-San Diego and Optimum Health Institute- Austin.

I’m unable to provide the information you requested by April 21, 2021, which is the 20 business-
day period allowed by law. In certain circumstances, the FOIA allows for an additional 10-day
statutory extension.

[ need additional time to:

Search for and collect the requested records from other locations

[ Search for, collect, and review a large volume of records

L] Consult with another agency or Treasury component

[ Consult with another IRS office

As part of this extension, the statutory response date will be extended to May 5, 2021.
Unfortunately, I will still be unable to respond to you by the extended statutory response date.
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[ need additional time to search for records and review records and expect to complete your
request by June 22, 2021. You don’t need to reply to thus letter if you agree to the extended
response date. Please consider contacting me to arrange an alternative time frame for processing
the request or limiting the scope of your FOIA request, which may reduce the time 1n processing
your request.

Please be aware that extending the time for responding to your request will not delay or postpone
any administrative, examination, investigation, or collection action.

Pursuant to 26 CFR § 601.702, there is no right to an admunistrative appeal for failure to meet the
statutory 20 business day, or additional 10 business day, time limits for response.

However, you do have the right to file suit for a judicial review. You can file suit after
May 5, 2021. File your suit in the U.S. District Court:

Where you reside or have your principal place of business
Where the records are located, or
In the District of Columbia

Rule 4(1)(1)(C), of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, requires you to send the IRS a copy of
the summons and complaint as well as to the Attorney General and the United States Attorney
for the district in which the action is brought. You must send the IRS copies, by registered or
certified mail, to;

Attention: CC: PA: Br 6/7
Comumissioner of Internal Revenue
1111 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20224

I apologize for any inconvenience this delay may cause.

If you would like to discuss our response, you have the right to contact the FOIA Public Liaison,
Summer Sutherland, at 801-620-2149.

'The FOIA Public Liaison responds to FOIA requests for copies of documents maintained by the
IRS. There 1s no provision in the FOIA to resolve tax, collection, or processing issues. If you
need assistance with tax-related issues, you can call the IRS at 800-829-1040.

You also have the right to contact the Office of Govermment Information Services (OGIS). The
Office of Government Information Services, the Federal FOIA Ombudsman’s office, offers
mediation services to help resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and federal agencies, The
contact information for OGIS 1s:
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Office of Government Information Services
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road--OGIS
College Park, MD 20740-6001
202-741-3770
877-684-6448
ogis(@nara.gov
ogis.archives.gov

If you have questions, you can contact me at the telephone number shown at the top of this letter.
Sincerely,
-7 .
A /ﬁmw
v
Fate Merriam

Senior Disclosure Specialist
Disclosure Office 10
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

INSPECTOR GENERAL
FOR TAX
ADMINISTRATION

April 23, 2021

SENT VIA E-MAIL: paul.dostart@sdlaw.com

Paul J. Dostart
4180 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 530
La Jolla, California 92037-1474

Dear Mr. Dostart:

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated
March 12, 2021, seeking access to records maintained by the Treasury Inspector
General for Tax Administration (TIGTA). We received your request on March 26, 2021.

We are requesting an extension of 10 business days from the date of this letter due to
unusual circumstances. These circumstances include:

[] The need to search for and/or collect the requested records from TIGTA field
offices or other functional areas.

X] The need to consult with another agency or office having a substantial interest in
the determination of the request or among two or more Treasury components
having a substantial subject-matter interest.

We estimate that given the extension of time requested, we will issue a final response to
your FOIA request on or before May 7, 2021. If you agree to this voluntary extension,
no reply to this letter is necessary. If you wish to consider limiting the scope of your
request or agree to an alternative time frame for processing, should records be located,
please contact us as soon as possible.

If you do not agree to the extension of time nor want to modify the scope of your
request, you may contact our FOIA Public Liaison at (202) 557-5616 or by e-mail at
amy.jones@tigta.treas.gov. Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government
Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration to
inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer. The contact information for OGIS
is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and
Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-
6001; e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at (202) 741-5770; toll free at

(877) 684-6448; or fax at (202) 741-5769.
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If you have any questions, please contact Government Information Specialist David
Greek at (202) 878-9194 or david.greek@tigta.treas.gov and reference case
#2021-FOI-00136.

Sincerely,

S

David Greek
(For) Amy P. Jones
Disclosure Officer and
FOIA Public Liaison
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE y;ﬁ IRS

FAX TRANSMISSION

Cover Sheet
Date: June 21, 2021

To: Paul Dostart

Address/Organization:

Fax Number: (858) 623-4299 Office Number:

From: Merriam Fatima

Address/Organization:

Fax Number; Office Number:

Number of pages. |3 fncluding cover page

Subject: FOIA Request

We are working on interim documents that were received.

Try to be a rainbow in someone's cloud. -Maya Angelu
Fate Merriam

Senior Disclosure Specialist

DO 10

(206)946-3528 (Phone)

(855)205-9333 (E-Fax)

Internal Revenue Service

M/S W6E25

915 2nd Avenue

Seattle, WA 98174

This communicaticn is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom itis addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged,
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disseminafion,
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this
communication in errar, please contact the sender immediately by telephane. Thank you.
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L Department of the Treasury Date:

&m Internal Revenue Service June 21, 2021
Privacy, Governmental Liaison and Disclosure Employee name:

I% Centralized Processing Unit Fatima Merriam
Stop 93A Emplayee ID number;
PO Box 621506 1000226048
Atlanta, GA 30362 Telephane number;

V 206-946-3528

Paul J. Dostart Fax number:
Dostart Hannink & Coveney LLP 855-205-9333
4180 La Jolla Village Dr., Ste. 530 Case number:
La Jolla, CA 92037-1474 2021-11216

Re: Free Sacred Trinity Church,
Optimum Health Institute-San
Diego, Optimum Health Institute-
Austin

Dear Paul J, Dostart;

This 1s 1n response to vour Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated March 19, 2021,
received in our office on March 24, 2021.

On April 21, 2021 I asked for more time to obtain the records vou requested. I am still working
on your request and need additional time to obtain and review records requested. I will contact
you by September 21, 2021 f [ am still unable to complete your request.

Once again, I apologize for any inconvenience this delay may cause.

If you would like to discuss our response, you have the right to contact the FOIA Public Liaison,
Summer Sutherland, at 801-620-2149,

The FOIA Public Liaison responds to FOLA requests for copies of documents maintained by the
IRS. 'There 1s no provision in the FOIA to resolve tax, collection, or processing issues. If you
necd assistance with tax-related 1ssues, you can call the IRS at 800-829-1040.

You also have the right to contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS). The
Office of Government Information Services, the Federal FOIA Ombudsman’s office, offers
mediation services to help resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and federal agencies. The
contact information for OGIS 1s:

Office of Government Information Services
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road--OGIS
College Park, MD 20740-6001
202-741-5770
877-684-6448
ogis(@nara.gov
ogis.archives.gov
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If you have questions, you can contact me at the telephone number shown at the top of this leiter.

Sincerely,

-7
A s
Fate Merriam
Senior Disclosure Specialist
Disclosure Office 10
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