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Land tenure

NZAS Freehold Land – 93 ha

RTANZ Freehold Land – 313 ha

RTANZ Leasehold Land – 1,667 ha
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Test sites
• 238 test sites across the Smelter, SCL Pad and Peninsula
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Comparison Criteria

Soil Guideline Selection 

Guideline Analyte

National Environmental Standard 

- Soils (NZ)

Arsenic, cadmium, chromium, lead, 

mercury, PAH, SVOC, PCB

Ministry for Envt – Petroleum 

Guidelines (NZ)

TPH, BTEX, PAH

Heads of Environmental 

Protection Agencies (Aust and 

NZ)

Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl substances

Guidelines for Assessing and 

Managing Asbestos

in Soil (NZ)

Asbestos 

None available – site specific 

data gathered

Background Concentrations – Trace 

Elements

National Environment Protection 

Measure (Aust) 

Beryllium, boron, cobalt, copper, nickel, 

zinc, cyanide, SVOC

United States Environmental 

Protection Agency

Aluminium, fluoride and vanadium

Groundwater Guideline Selection 

Guideline Analyte

Ministry for Envt – Petroleum 

Guidelines (NZ)

TPH, BTEX, PAH

Southland Water and Land 

Plan (NZ)

Aluminium, arsenic, ammonia, boron, cadmium, 

chromium, cobalt, lead, mercury, nickel, 

vanadium, ammonia, cyanide, manganese, zinc, 

nitrate-N

New Zealand Drinking Water 

Standard

Aluminium, arsenic, ammonia, boron, cadmium, 

chromium, cobalt, lead, mercury, nickel, 

vanadium, fluoride, ammonia, cyanide, E.coli, 

iron, manganese, pH, zinc, nitrate-N, calcium, 

chloride, magnesium, sulphate

Heads of Environmental 

Protection Agencies (Aust and 

NZ)

Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl substances

United States Environmental 

Protection Agency

Beryllium, chromium

Results have been compared against the following broad criteria based on potential future land uses: 

1. Future industrial use - commercial/industrial criteria; and 
2. Return to a recreational use – recreational criteria (or residential criteria for comparative purposes where no recreational cri teria 

exist). 
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Remediation - Next Steps

• NZAS will be conducting further testing to better understand the areas 

of identified contamination and impact on the environment

• We will also work with key stakeholders, including Ngāi Tahu to 

identify options and develop plans to remediate the contaminated 

areas


