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District of Columbia (Washington, DC)
CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE #: 1:21−cv−02196−TJK

WASHINGTON BLADE et al v. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
STATE
Assigned to: Judge Timothy J. Kelly
Cause: 05:552 Freedom of Information Act

Date Filed: 08/17/2021
Jury Demand: None
Nature of Suit: 895 Freedom of
Information Act
Jurisdiction: U.S. Government Defendant

Plaintiff

WASHINGTON BLADE represented byThomas R. Burke
DAVIS WRIGHT TREMAINE LLP
505 Montgomery Street
Suite 800
San Francisco, CA 94111
415−276−6500
Fax: 415−276−6599
Email: thomasburke@dwt.com
LEAD ATTORNEY
PRO HAC VICE
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Daniel A. Fiedler
DAVIS WRIGHT TREMAINE, LLP
920 Fifth Avenue
Suite 3300
Seattle, WA 98104
206−757−8246
Email: danielfiedler@dwt.com
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Courtney Turco DeThomas
DAVIS WRIGHT TREMAINE LLP
1301 K Street, NW
Suite 500 East
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 973−4288
Fax: 202) 973−4499
Email: courtneydethomas@dwt.com
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff

CHRISTOPHER C. JOHNSON represented byThomas R. Burke
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
PRO HAC VICE
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Daniel A. Fiedler
(See above for address)
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Courtney Turco DeThomas
(See above for address)
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

V.

Defendant

mailto:thomasburke@dwt.com
mailto:danielfiedler@dwt.com
mailto:courtneydethomas@dwt.com


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE represented bySian Jones
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
555 4th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20530
(202) 252−2578
Fax: (202) 252−2599
Email: sian.jones@usdoj.gov
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Date Filed # Docket Text

08/17/2021 1 COMPLAINT FOR INJUNCTIVE AND DECLARATORY RELIEF FOR VIOLATION
OF FOIA against U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
OFFICE OF THE LEGAL ADVISOR ( Filing fee $ 402 receipt number
ADCDC−8673134) filed by Christopher C Johnson, The Washington Blade.
(Attachments: # 1 Exhibit A, # 2 Exhibit B, # 3 Exhibit C, # 4 Exhibit D, # 5 Exhibit
E, # 6 Exhibit F, # 7 Exhibit G, # 8 Exhibit H)(DeThomas, Courtney) (Entered:
08/17/2021)

08/17/2021 2 CIVIL COVER SHEET by Christopher C Johnson, The Washington Blade filed by
Christopher C Johnson, The Washington Blade.(DeThomas, Courtney) (Entered:
08/17/2021)

08/17/2021 3 REQUEST FOR SUMMONS TO ISSUE as to U.S. Department of State filed by
Christopher C Johnson, The Washington Blade. (Attachments: # 1 Summons as to
U.S. Department of Justice, # 2 Summons as to U.S. Attorney's Office)(DeThomas,
Courtney) (Entered: 08/17/2021)

08/17/2021 4 ENTERED IN ERROR..... MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice :Attorney
Name− Thomas R. Burke, Filing fee $ 100, receipt number ADCDC−8675043. Fee
Status: Fee Paid. by Christopher C Johnson, The Washington Blade. (Attachments: # 1
Certificate of Good Standing)(Burke, Thomas) Modified on 8/18/2021 (znmw).
(Entered: 08/17/2021)

08/18/2021 Case Assigned to Judge Timothy J. Kelly. (zsb) (Entered: 08/18/2021)

08/18/2021 5 SUMMONS (3) Issued Electronically as to U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, U.S.
Attorney and U.S. Attorney General (Attachments: # 1 Notice and Consent)(adh, )
(Entered: 08/18/2021)

08/18/2021 NOTICE OF ERROR re 4 Motion for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice; emailed to
thomasburke@dwt.com, cc'd 3 associated attorneys −− The PDF file you docketed
contained errors: 1. Invalid attorney signature, 2. Please refile document, 3.
ENTERED IN ERROR; Signature must match PACER login; Sponsoring attorney
must refile motion. (znmw, ) (Entered: 08/18/2021)

08/18/2021 6 MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice :Attorney Name− Thomas R. Burke,
Filing fee $ 100, receipt number ADCDC−8677317. Fee Status: Fee Paid. by
CHRISTOPHER C. JOHNSON, WASHINGTON BLADE. (DeThomas, Courtney)
(Entered: 08/18/2021)

08/18/2021 7 AFFIDAVIT re 6 MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice :Attorney Name−
Thomas R. Burke, Filing fee $ 100, receipt number ADCDC−8677317. Fee Status: Fee
Paid. Thomas R. Burke Certificate of Good Standing by CHRISTOPHER C.
JOHNSON, WASHINGTON BLADE. (DeThomas, Courtney) (Entered: 08/18/2021)

08/18/2021 MINUTE ORDER denying Plaintiff's 6 Motion for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice.
Local Civil Rule 83.2(d) requires attorneys seeking admission pro hac vice to include
in their declaration "the number of times the attorney has been admitted pro hac vice in
this Court within the last two years." Attorney Thomas Burke's declaration does not
include this information. Therefore, it is hereby ORDERED that Plaintiff's motion is
DENIED without prejudice to Plaintiff's refiling a motion that complies with the local
rules. Signed by Judge Timothy J. Kelly on 8/18/2021. (lctjk1) (Entered: 08/18/2021)

mailto:sian.jones@usdoj.gov
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04508712493?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=4&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518712494?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=4&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518712495?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=4&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518712496?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=4&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518712497?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=4&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518712498?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=4&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518712499?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=4&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518712500?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=4&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518712501?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=4&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518714022?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=8&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04508714025?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=10&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518714026?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=10&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518714027?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=10&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04508714146?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=12&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518714147?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=12&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04508714803?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=17&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518714804?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=17&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04508714146?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=12&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518715901?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=19&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518715910?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=21&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518715901?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=19&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518715901?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=19&pdf_header=2


08/19/2021 8 MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice :Attorney Name− Thomas R. Burke,
Filing fee $ 100, receipt number ADCDC−8680659. Fee Status: Fee Paid. by
CHRISTOPHER C. JOHNSON, WASHINGTON BLADE. (Attachments: # 1
Certificate of Good Standing)(DeThomas, Courtney) (Entered: 08/19/2021)

08/20/2021 MINUTE ORDER granting Plaintiff's 8 Motion for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice.
Attorney Thomas R. Burke is hereby admitted pro hac vice to appear in this matter on
behalf of Plaintiffs.Counsel should register for e−filing via PACER and file a
notice of appearance pursuant to LCvR 83.6(a). Click for instructions. Signed by
Judge Timothy J. Kelly on 8/20/2021. (lctjk1) (Entered: 08/20/2021)

08/23/2021 9 NOTICE of Appearance by Thomas R. Burke on behalf of CHRISTOPHER C.
JOHNSON, WASHINGTON BLADE (Burke, Thomas) (Entered: 08/23/2021)

09/15/2021 10 RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed as to the
United States Attorney. Date of Service Upon United States Attorney on 8/19/2021.
Answer due for ALL FEDERAL DEFENDANTS by 9/18/2021. (DeThomas,
Courtney) Modified on 9/16/2021 to correct service date (zeg). (Entered: 09/15/2021)

09/15/2021 11 RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed on
United States Attorney General. Date of Service Upon United States Attorney General
08/20/2021. (DeThomas, Courtney) (Entered: 09/15/2021)

09/15/2021 12 RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed. U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE served on 8/25/2021 (DeThomas, Courtney) Modified on
9/15/2021 to correct service date (zjf). (Entered: 09/15/2021)

09/20/2021 Set/Reset Deadlines: Answer due by 9/18/2021, (znmw) (Entered: 09/20/2021)

09/20/2021 13 NOTICE of Appearance by Sian Jones on behalf of All Defendants (Jones, Sian)
(Entered: 09/20/2021)

09/20/2021 14 ANSWER to Complaint by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE.(Jones, Sian) (Entered:
09/20/2021)

09/21/2021 MINUTE ORDER: It is hereby ORDERED that an initial scheduling conference is set
for October 20, 2021, at 2:00pm via teleconference. It is further ORDERED that the
parties shall meet, confer, and submit a joint report pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil
Procedure 26(f) and Local Rule 16.3. The parties shall contact the Courtroom Deputy
at (202) 354−3495 at least one business day prior to the hearing to make arrangements
to participate. Signed by Judge Timothy J. Kelly on 9/21/2021. (lctjk1) (Entered:
09/21/2021)

09/21/2021 Set/Reset Hearings: Telephonic Initial Scheduling Conference set for 10/20/2021 at
2:00 PM before Judge Timothy J. Kelly. (zkh) (Entered: 09/21/2021)

09/21/2021 15 NOTICE of Appearance by Daniel A. Fiedler on behalf of CHRISTOPHER C.
JOHNSON, WASHINGTON BLADE (Fiedler, Daniel) (Entered: 09/21/2021)

10/13/2021 16 MOTION to Clarify Sept 21, 2021 Minute Order by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
STATE. (Jones, Sian) (Entered: 10/13/2021)

https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04508718904?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=26&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518718905?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=26&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04508718904?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=26&pdf_header=2
https://www.dcd.uscourts.gov/node/66/
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518722837?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=30&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518768414?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=34&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518768417?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=36&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518768429?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=38&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518777929?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=42&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518777938?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=45&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518780144?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=52&pdf_header=2
https://ecf.dcd.uscourts.gov/doc1/04518823255?caseid=234540&de_seq_num=56&pdf_header=2

	dkt_-1634203626.html

