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Mighty Rush of Water Sweeps Out
Montopolis Bridge Like Kindling Wood |

A mighty rush of water down
the river took out the Montopolis
bridge over the Colorado Faturday
morning Aboutr 11 o'clock.

Eugene Howard, nuraery opera-
tor {n the vicinity, stood on the
edga of hig property and saw the

eran, vonatructed of wood and
rtee In the 80's, Fo out.

“The water awapt the bridge
away in ahout two minutes, Youl

could rea the steel structures twint
off angd sink and the bonrding float
off down the river, .
“When Jt started, one part of
the bridge just ripped the rest off
any it went out and war gone In

lers than five minutes,” Howard
sald,
Uthers in the vicinlty who wit-

nessed thes washout auid that the
water snapped tha bridge as 17 1t
were a toothplek and that §t went
feut with a terrific nolse.

At least oix or elght bulldings in
the Montopolls bridge arsa  were
awept away hy the water, Only
(u!\ﬁ rexidence was standing -hnr\-

Iy before noon. Included in the
sructures taken away by the rushe
ing waters were Mrs. Bettla Hemp.
hill's store, an fce depot, two aand
nand gravel plants owned by Bam
Ricks and Alonzo Robinson, gome
residences, and two garsger, ona
owned by Mre. Hemphill and tha

othar hy Ralph Robinson. Tha
Hemphilis' loss wan estimatad at
abhout $2000, the higger part of
thelr porsesnions, They had no in-
rurance.

Hinward, who aid that he had
“never seen anything ks 1 on

the Coloradn, Neveral acren of his
pProperiy were eovared by the over-
fiow,

He could not estimate hia loss.
Crder water, he safd, wers about
T5,000 1 100,000 young pecan trees,
about 15,000 evergreen trees, and,
other nursery atock, Miz orchard
of several acres and other rrops
planted an the 1and alao were ba-
fteved to have been ruined,

A house that had been brought
duwn the river was being washed
upon his land, Howard raid,
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