
25th. The basic position paper of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff, like most of the subsequent papers, vas prepared

in the political-military section of the Office of the

Chief of Naval Operations. Urging the United States to

| avolve itself in the defense of the Offshore Islands, ! |

this paper stated bluntly that, although initial opera-

cions might have to be conventional for political reasons, C
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atomic strikes against the Chinese mainland would eventu- *

ally benecessary if the Chinese Communist move was to be

stopped effectively and quickly. At thismeeting, 8pprov-
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