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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON  

AT SEATTLE 
 

 
DEANA REIMERS, a single person, 

  
Plaintiff,  

 
vs 

 
MICHAEL LANGTON, in his Official 
capacity as a Ferndale Police Officer and in his 
individual Capacity, and the City of Ferndale 
A municipal subdivision of the State of 
Washington,  

 
Defendants. 
 

 
No.  
 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL 
 
(FROM THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
THE STATE OF WASHINGTON FOR 
WHATCOM COUNTY, CAUSE NO. 
20-2-00897-37) 
 
 
Clerk’s Action Required 

 
TO: CLERK, U.S. DISTRICT COURT, WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON;  

AND TO: PLAINTIFF and HER COUNSEL 

Defendant City of Ferndale hereby gives notice that this action is removed to the United 

States District Court for the Western District of Washington at Seattle from the Superior Court 

of Washington, in and for Whatcom County. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1441, Defendant further 

states as follows: 

1.  Intradistrict Assignment: This matter is being removed to the Western District, 

Seattle Division because, per Plaintiff’s Complaint, the claims arose in Whatcom County, 

Washington. Plaintiff’s Complaint was filed in Whatcom County Superior Court.  Plaintiff’s 
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Complaint is attached hereto as Exhibit 2.  The Civil Case Cover Sheet is attached hereto as 

Exhibit 1.  

2.  State Court Action: Michael Langton and the City of Ferndale are defendants in 

a civil action filed in the Superior Court of Washington, in and for Whatcom County, Deana 

Reimers v. Michael Langton and City of Ferndale, Cause No. 20-2-00897-37 (the “State Court 

Action”). 

3.  Commencement of State Court Action: The State Court Action was 

commenced when Plaintiff’s Summons and Complaint were filed with the Clerk of the 

Whatcom County Superior Court, on or about August 6, 2020. The City defendant was served 

with the Summons and Complaint on August 27, 2020. This Notice of Removal is timely, in 

that it is being filed within thirty (30) days of filing and service.  

4.  Record in State Court: The following pleadings constitute all of the process, 

pleadings and orders received by and filed by the parties in this action up to the present time: 

• Summons; 

• Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief and for Damages and Attorney 

Fees;  

• Case Information Cover Sheet; 

• Affidavit/Declaration of Service on Michael Langton; 

• Affidavit/Declaration of Service on City of Ferndale; and 

• Notice of Appearance and Intent to Video Record Depositions. 

True and correct copies of all the above pleadings are attached to the Declaration of 

George A. Mix Regarding Records and Proceedings in State Court as Exhibit 1. 
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5.  Constitutional Rights Claims Form the Basis for Federal Court Jurisdiction: 

Plaintiff’s Complaint alleges claims under federal law. Specifically, she seeks a declaration 

under the Fourth Amendment, Art. 1, Sec. 7 that her right to be free from illegal detention was 

violated. See Complaint, “Facts” Section, Paragraph 7.   

She also seeks an injunction under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 et seq., the Fourth Amendment, and 

Rodriguez v. United States, 135 S. Ct. 1609 (2015), enjoining Defendants from “detaining 

motorists stopped for traffic infractions long after the time required to process the traffic 

infraction have elapsed for the purpose of holding said motorists at the scene to be subjected to 

a canine search.” See Complaint, “Facts” Section, Paragraphs 8, 9, 12, and 13, and “Wherefore” 

Section, Paragraph 2.  

Plaintiff also asserts claims under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 against a City of Ferndale employee. 

See Complaint, “Facts” Section, Paragraphs 10, 11, and 14, and “Wherefore” Section, 

Paragraph 3. Plaintiff explicitly puts at issue a federal question by alleging a City of Ferndale 

police officer, Officer Michael Langton, “acted in his official capacity as a Ferndale Police 

Officer and this was acting under color of Washington State law and is thus liable as individuals 

[sic] for damages under 42 USC 1983, including punitive damages.”  See Complaint, “Facts” 

Section, Paragraph 11. This Court has original jurisdiction over all civil actions arising under 

the Constitution pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331.  

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a) this Court has supplemental jurisdiction over all other 

claims that are so related to the claims in this action within original jurisdiction in that they 

form part of the same case or controversy under Article III of the United States Constitution. 

Accordingly, all claims in this action may be removed to this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 

1441.  
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6.  Nature and Description of Case: The above-entitled action is a civil action 

seeking declaratory and injunctive relief and for damages.  

7.  Amount in Controversy: Defendant reasonably believes Plaintiff seeks damages 

and other recoveries counting toward the jurisdictional minimum, aggregating in excess of 

$75,000. See Complaint, “Facts” Section, Paragraph 11, and “Wherefore” Section, Paragraph 3, 

indicating that Plaintiff seeks “damages, attorney fees and costs pursuant to 42 US 1983 [sic] 

and 42 US 1988 [sic] including punitive damages.” 

8.  Applicable Statutes: This is a civil action over which this Court has original 

jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331 and the action is removable pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 

1441. 

9.  No Waiver: By filing a Notice of Removal in this matter, Defendants do not 

waive the right to object to service of process, the sufficiency of process, jurisdiction over the 

person, or venue, and Defendants specifically reserve the right to assert any defenses and/or 

objections to which as entitled. Further, Defendants do not waive the right to request a jury trial. 

Defendant City of Ferndale respectfully requests the above-entitled action be removed 

from the Superior Court of the State of Washington in and for the County of Whatcom to the 

United States District Court for the Western District of Washington at Seattle. 

Dated this 17th day of September, 2020. 

MIX SANDERS THOMPSON, PLLC 

 
      s/George A. Mix 
      George A. Mix, WSBA No. 32864 
      MIX SANDERS THOMPSON, PLLC 
      1420 Fifth Avenue, Ste. 2200 
      Seattle, WA  98101 
      Tel:  206-521-5989 
      Email: george@mixsanders.com  

Attorneys for Defendants 

Case 2:20-cv-01370-JLR   Document 1   Filed 09/17/20   Page 4 of 5



 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL – 5 Mix Sanders Thompson, PLLC 
1420 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2200 

Seattle, WA  98101 
Tel: 206-521-5989 
Fax: 888-521-5980 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I, Sherry Toves, certify that on September 17, 2020 I caused to be served a true and 

correct copy of the foregoing NOTICE OF REMOVAL with the Clerk of the Court using the 

CM/ECF System and caused to be served a true and correct copy via the method indicated 

below and addressed to the following: 

 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
William Johnston 
PO Box 953 
Bellingham WA 98227 
☐Legal Messenger 
☐U.S. Mail 
☒CM/ECF 
 
 

 

I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the foregoing 

is true and correct. 

 
s/Sherry Toves 
Mix Sanders Thompson, PLLC 
1420 Fifth Ave Ste 2200 
Seattle, WA  98101 
Tel: 206-521-5989 
Fax: 888-521-5980  
E:  sherry@mixsanders.com  

 

Case 2:20-cv-01370-JLR   Document 1   Filed 09/17/20   Page 5 of 5



DEANA REIMERS OFFICER MICHAEL LANGTON; CITY OF FERNDALE

Whatcom Whatcom

William Johnston
401 Central Avenue
P O Box 953; Bellingham, WA 98227; 360-676-1931

George A. Mix; Karen A.B. Hernandez
MIX SANDERS THOMPSON, PLLC; 1420 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2200
Seattle, WA 98101
206-521-5989

28 U.S.C. Section 1441

Civil Rights Complaint

75,000.00

09/16/2020 s/George A. Mix
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