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5E:   F5EEDOM   OF   INFO5MA7ION   AC7   5EQ8E67  
 
8NITED   STATES   CENTRAL   COMMAND   CCJ6-RDF   (FOIA)  
7115   SO8TH   BO8NDAR<   BO8LE9ARD  
MACDILL   AFB,   FL   33621-5101  
 

DHFHPEHU   5,   2019  
 
DHDU   8SCENTCOM   FOIA   CRRUGLQDWRU,   
 
TKLV   LV   DQ   XUJHQW   UHTXHVW   XQGHU   WKH   FUHHGRP   RI   IQIRUPDWLRQ   AFW,   5   8.S.C.   �   552   (³FOIA´),   ZLWK   D  
UHTXHVW   IRU   H[SHGLWHG   SURFHVVLQJ,   IRU   WKUHH   UHDVRQV.  
 
TKLV   UHTXHVW   VHHNV   FRSLHV   RI   8SCENTCOM   UHFRUGV   IURP   JXQH   2,   2015   WR   WKH   GDWH   RI   VHDUFK   IRU  
DQ\   FUHGLELOLW\   DVVHVVPHQWV,   FORVXUH   UHSRUWV,   DQG   AR15-6   FRPPDQGHU-GLUHFWHG   LQYHVWLJDWLRQV   LQWR  
DQ   DOOHJDWLRQ   RI   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOWLHV   UHVXOWLQJ   IURP   CJTF-OIR   DLUVWULNHV   LQ   HDZLMD,   IUDT   RQ   JXQH  
2-3,   2015.  
 
IQ   RUGHU   WR   IDFLOLWDWH   WKH   ORFDWLRQ   RI   UHVSRQVLYH   UHFRUGV,   I   KDYH   LQFOXGHG   OLQNV   WR   8SCENTCOM  
VWDWHPHQWV   LGHQWLI\LQJ   WKH   DOOHJDWLRQ   LQ   TXHVWLRQ   DQG   FRQILUPLQJ   WKDW   LW   ZDV   DVVHVVHG.   
 
 
I. 5EQ8E67ED   5ECO5D6   
 
PXUVXDQW   WR   WKH   FOIA   I   KHUHE\   UHTXHVW   FRSLHV   RI   WKH   FUHGLELOLW\   DVVHVVPHQW,   FORVXUH   UHSRUW   DQG  
AR15-6   FRPPDQGHU-GLUHFWHG   LQYHVWLJDWLRQ   UHFRUGV   UHJDUGLQJ   WKH   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOW\   DOOHJDWLRQV  
VWHPPLQJ   IURP   CJTF-OIR   DLUVWULNHV   LQ   HDZLMD,   IUDT   EHWZHHQ   JXQH   2-3,   2015.   
 
TKH   WLPH   SHULRG   IRU   WKH   UHTXHVWHG   UHFRUGV   LV   EHWZHHQ   JXQH   2,   2015   DQG   WKH   WLPH   RI   VHDUFK.   
 
POHDVH   SURYLGH   DOO   UHVSRQVLYH   UHFRUGV   LQ   HOHFWURQLF   IRUPDW.   
 
AV   WKH   FOIA   UHTXLUHV,   SOHDVH   UHOHDVH   DOO   UHDVRQDEO\   VHJUHJDEOH,   QRQH[HPSW   SRUWLRQV   RI  
UHVSRQVLYH   UHFRUGV.   II   \RX   FKRRVH   WR   GHQ\   DQ\   SRUWLRQ   RI   P\   UHTXHVW,   SOHDVH   SURYLGH   D   ZULWWHQ  
H[SODQDWLRQ   IRU   WKH   GHQLDO,   LQFOXGLQJ   D   UHIHUHQFH   WR   WKH   VSHFLILF   VWDWXWRU\   H[HPSWLRQ(V)  
DXWKRUL]LQJ   WKH   ZLWKKROGLQJ   RI   DOO   RU   SDUW   RI   WKH   UHFRUG,   DV   ZHOO   DV   DQ   H[SODQDWLRQ   RI   ZK\  
8SCENTCOM   ³UHDVRQDEO\   IRUHVHHV   WKDW   GLVFORVXUH   ZRXOG   KDUP   DQ   LQWHUHVW´   SURWHFWHG   E\   WKDW  
H[HPSWLRQ   RU   ZK\   ³GLVFORVXUH   LV   SURKLELWHG   E\   ODZ>.@´´    5   8.S.C.   �   552   (D)(8).  
 
INFO5MA7ION   7O   HELP   <O8   LOCA7E   5ECO5D6   6:IF7L<:    IQ   RUGHU   WR   KHOS   \RX   LQ  
LGHQWLI\LQJ,   ORFDWLQJ,   DQG   SURFHVVLQJ   WKHVH   UHFRUGV,   I   DP   SURYLGLQJ   DGGLWLRQDO   LQIRUPDWLRQ   EHORZ  
IURP   8SCENTCOM   WKDW   LGHQWLILHV   WKH   LQFLGHQW   LQ   TXHVWLRQ,   LWV   FDVH   QXPEHU   DQG   ORFDWLRQ,   DQG  
FRQILUPV   WKDW   DVVHVVPHQWV   RU   LQYHVWLJDWLRQV   ZHUH   FRQGXFWHG   LQWR   LW.   TKLV   LQIRUPDWLRQ   EHORZ   DQG  
LQ   WKH   DWWDFKHG   H[KLELWV   VKRXOG   PDNH   WKLV   UHTXHVW   PRUH   VLPSOH   DQG   H[SHGLHQW   WR   SURFHVV,   ZKLFK   LV  
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FULWLFDO   JLYHQ   WKH   XUJHQF\   RI   WKLV   UHTXHVW:  
 

Ɣ DXULQJ   D   DHSDUWPHQW   RI   DHIHQVH   3UHVV   BULHILQJ    RQ   JXQH   5,   2019 ,    LW.   GHQ.   HHVWHUPDQ  
FRQILUPHG   WKDW   KH   ZDV   IDPLOLDU   ZLWK   WKH   HDZLMD   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOW\   DOOHJDWLRQ   LQ   TXHVWLRQ,  
DQG   WKDW   WKH   8.6.   ZRXOG   ³ORRN   LQWR   LW   DV   ZH   GR   HYHU\   DOOHJDWLRQ.´      FRU   WKH   DHSDUWPHQW   RI  
DHIHQVH   WUDQVFULSW   RI   WKLV   SUHVV   EULHILQJ,   I   DP   SURYLGLQJ   LW   WR   \RX   LQ    E;HIBI7   A .  

 
Ɣ IQ   D   8.6.   PLOLWDU\   H-PDLO   IURP   D   CJ7F-2I5   VSRNHVSHUVRQ   WR   DXWFK   QHZV   RXWOHW   15C  

HDQGHOVEODG¶V   KHHV   9HUVWHHJK   RQ   DHFHPEHU   11,   2018,   CJ7F-2I5   FRQILUPHG   WKH   LQFLGHQW  
KDG   UHVXOWHG   LQ   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOWLHV,   DQG   WKDW   ³   WKH   VWULNH   WR   WKH   9BIED   IDFWRU\   FDXVHG  
VHFRQGDU\   H[SORVLRQV   WKDW   XQIRUWXQDWHO\   NLOOHG   70   FLYLOLDQV   GHVSLWH   WKH   SUHFDXWLRQV   WKH  
CRDOLWLRQ   WRRN   WR   PLWLJDWH   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOWLHV.´   FRU   D   UHFRUG   RI   WKLV   H-PDLO,   SOHDVH   VHH  
E;HIBI7   B.   

 
Ɣ IQ   D   8.6.   PLOLWDU\   H-PDLO   IURP   CJ7F-2I5   WR   PH   RQ   1RYHPEHU   21,   2019,   WKH   FRDOLWLRQ  

FRQILUPHG   WKDW   DQ   ³LQYHVWLJDWLRQ´   KDG   EHHQ   FRQGXFWHG   LQWR   WKLV   DOOHJDWLRQ,   ZULWLQJ   WKH  
IROORZLQJ:   ³2SHQ-VRXUFH   UHSRUWLQJ   UHJDUGLQJ   DQ   DLUVWULNH   RQ   DQ   I6I6   9BIED  
(9HKLFOH-ERUQH   IPSURYLVHG   E[SORVLYH   DHYLFH)   IDFWRU\   RQ   JXQH   2,   2015,   LQ   AO   HDZLMDK,  
IUDT,   FODLPHG   WKDW   WKHUH   ZHUH   DSSUR[LPDWHO\   70   CI9CA6   (FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOWLHV).    8SRQ  
UHFHLSW   RI   WKLV   LQIRUPDWLRQ,   WKH   CRPELQHG   JRLQW   7DVN   FRUFH-2SHUDWLRQ   I1HE5E17  
5E62L9E   (CJ7F-2I5)    FRQGXFWHG   DQ   LQYHVWLJDWLRQ   RI   WKH   CI9CA6   DOOHJDWLRQV.´    FRU   D  
FRS\   RI   WKLV   H-PDLO,   SOHDVH   VHH    E;HIBI7   C.   

 
Ɣ IQ   WKH   RIILFLDO   CJ7F-2I5   MRQWKO\   CLYLOLDQ   CDVXDOW\   5HSRUW   GDWHG   DHFHPEHU   5,   2019,   WKH  

FRDOLWLRQ   SURYLGHV   GHWDLOV   DERXW   WKLV   DOOHJDWLRQ,   LQFOXGLQJ   LWV   FDVH   QXPEHUV   DQG   ORFDWLRQ   DV  
IROORZV:   ³JXQH   2,   2015,   LQ   HDZLMDK,   IUDT,   YLD   PHGLD   UHSRUW.   CRDOLWLRQ   DLUFUDIW   FRQGXFWHG  
DQ   DLUVWULNH   DJDLQVW   D   DDHVK   IDFLOLW\.   5HJUHWWDEO\   DQ   XQNQRZQ   QXPEHU   RI   FLYLOLDQV   ZHUH  
XQLQWHQWLRQDOO\   NLOOHG   DV   D   UHVXOW   RI   WKH   VWULNH.    CDVH   #   49   LRFDWLRQ:   386LE894093 ́     I   DP  
SURYLGLQJ   D   FRS\   RI   WKLV   SUHVV   UHOHDVH   WR   \RX   LQ    E;HIBI7   D.   

 
 
II. FEE   CA7EGORI=A7ION   AND   REQ8E67   FOR   FEE  

:AI9ER  
 
IQ   RUGHU   WR   KHOS   \RX   GHWHUPLQH   P\   VWDWXV   WR   DVVHVV   IHHV,   \RX   VKRXOG   NQRZ   WKDW   I   DP   D   UHSRUWHU   DQG  
WKLV   UHTXHVW   LV   PDGH   LQ   FRQQHFWLRQ   ZLWK   P\   RQJRLQJ   MRXUQDOLVWLF   ZRUN,   QRW   IRU   FRPPHUFLDO   XVH.   
 
I   DP   D   CRQWULEXWLQJ   :ULWHU   IRU   WKH   1HZ   <RUN   7LPHV   MDJD]LQH   (VHH  
KWWS://ZZZ.Q\WLPHV.FRP/LQWHUDFWLYH/PDJD]LQH/PDVWKHDG.KWPO )   DQG   KDYH   SUHYLRXVO\   UHFHLYHG  
QXPHURXV   DZDUGV   IRU   P\   UHSRUWLQJ,   LQFOXGLQJ WKH   2018   1DWLRQDO   MDJD]LQH   AZDUG   IRU   5HSRUWLQJ,  
WKH   2018   2YHUVHDV   3UHVV   COXE   AZDUG   IRU   BHVW   MDJD]LQH   5HSRUWLQJ,   WKH   2016   DDQLHO   3HDUO   AZDUG  
IRU   2XWVWDQGLQJ   5HSRUWLQJ   RQ   6RXWK   AVLD,   WKH   2016   DHDGOLQH   COXE   AZDUG   IRU   IQGHSHQGHQW  
DLJLWDO   5HSRUWLQJ,   D   2016   LLYLQJVWRQ   AZDUG   QRPLQDWLRQ   LQ   IQWHUQDWLRQDO   5HSRUWLQJ,   D   2014  
EPP\   QRPLQDWLRQ   LQ   1HZ   ASSURDFKHV   WR   DRFXPHQWDU\   FLOP,   DQG   RWKHU   KRQRUV.   FRU   VDPSOHV   RI  
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P\   SUHYLRXV   UHSRUWLQJ   ZLWK   WKH   NHZ   <RUN   7LPHV   MDJD]LQH,   PBS   FURQWOLQH,   DQG   BX]]FHHG   NHZV,  
VHH    KWWS://D]PDW]DKUD.FRP/SURMHFWV/ .    AFFRUGLQJO\,   DV   D   UHSUHVHQWDWLYH   RI   WKH   QHZV   PHGLD,   I   DP  
RQO\   UHTXLUHG   WR   SD\   IRU   GRFXPHQW   GXSOLFDWLRQ   FKDUJHV   DIWHU   WKH   ILUVW   100   SDJHV.   
 
IQ   DGGLWLRQ,   I   DP   UHTXHVWLQJ   D   ZDLYHU   RI   DOO   IHHV   DVVRFLDWHG   ZLWK   WKLV   UHTXHVW   SHU   5   8.S.C.   �  
552(D)(4)(A)(LLL)   DQG   32   C.F.R.   �   286.12.    AV   QRWHG   DERYH   I   DP   D   UHSRUWHU   VHHNLQJ   WKHVH   UHFRUGV  
IRU   GLVVHPLQDWLRQ   WR   WKH   JHQHUDO   SXEOLF   WKURXJK   P\   UHSRUWLQJ,   QRW   IRU   D   FRPPHUFLDO   XVH.     SHH  
OMB   8QLIRUP   FUHHGRP   RI   IQIRUPDWLRQ   AFW   FHH   SFKHGXOH   DQG   GXLGHOLQHV,   52   FHG.   RHJ.   10019  
(³D   UHTXHVW   IRU   UHFRUGV   VXSSRUWLQJ   WKH   QHZV   GLVVHPLQDWLRQ   RI   WKH   UHTXHVWHU   VKDOO   QRW   EH  
FRQVLGHUHG   WR   EH   D   UHTXHVW   WKDW   LV   IRU   WKH   FRPPHUFLDO   XVH.´).    AGGLWLRQDOO\,   GLVFORVXUH   RI   WKLV  
LQIRUPDWLRQ   LV   OLNHO\   WR   FRQWULEXWH   VLJQLILFDQWO\   WR   SXEOLF   XQGHUVWDQGLQJ   RI   WKH   RSHUDWLRQV   RU  
DFWLYLWLHV   RI   WKH   IHGHUDO   JRYHUQPHQW,   VSHFLILFDOO\   CEN7COM¶V   RYHUDOO   HIIRUWV   WR   LQYHVWLJDWH  
DOOHJDWLRQV   RI   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOWLHV   UHVXOWLQJ   IURP   LWV   RSHUDWLRQV   LQ   IUDT   DQG   S\ULD.   
 
7KLV   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOW\   DOOHJDWLRQ   LQ   TXHVWLRQ   DQG   WKH   8SCEN7COM   UHFRUGV   WKDW   UHODWH   WR   LW   KDYH  
EHHQ   WKH   VXEMHFW   RI   ZLGHVSUHDG   SXEOLF   DWWHQWLRQ,   DV   GHPRQVWUDWHG   LQ    E;+,B,76   E-F.    IW   KDV   EHHQ  
WKH   VXEMHFW   RI   QXPHURXV   PHGLD   UHSRUWV,   DQG   WKH   FRQWURYHUV\   UHJDUGLQJ   DQ   DOOHJHG   ODFN   RI  
WUDQVSDUHQF\   VXUURXQGLQJ   WKLV   LQFLGHQW   KDV   UHVXOWHG   LQ   ZLGHVSUHDG   GHEDWH   DQG   SXEOLF   DWWHQWLRQ.  
POHDVH   VHH    E;+,B,76   E-F    IRU   PRUH   WKDQ   WZR   GR]HQ   SXEOLVKHG   QHZV   DUWLFOHV   DERXW   WKLV   LQFLGHQW,  
DV   ZHOO   DV   FDOOV   IRU   WUDQVSDUHQF\   UHJDUGLQJ   WKH   8SCEN7COM   DVVHVVPHQW   RI   WKLV   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOW\  
DOOHJDWLRQ,   LQFOXGLQJ   WKDW    ³CEN7COM   PXVW   XUJHQWO\   SXEOLVK   LWV   RZQ   LQYHVWLJDWLRQ   LQWR   HDZLMDK´  
 
AV   VXFK,   GLVFORVXUH   KHUH   ZLOO   VLJQLILFDQWO\   FRQWULEXWH   WR   WKH   SXEOLF¶V   XQGHUVWDQGLQJ   RI   IHGHUDO  
JRYHUQPHQW   RSHUDWLRQV,   VSHFLILFDOO\   KRZ   LW   DVVHVVHV   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOW\   DOOHJDWLRQV.  
 
II   P\   UHTXHVW   IRU   D   IHH   ZDLYHU   LV   GHQLHG,   I   DP   ZLOOLQJ   WR   SD\   XS   WR   D   PD[LPXP   RI   $100   IRU  
GXSOLFDWLRQ   IHHV   DVVRFLDWHG   ZLWK   WKLV   UHTXHVW.   II   \RX   HVWLPDWH   WKDW   IHHV   ZLOO   H[FHHG   WKLV   OLPLW,  
SOHDVH   LQIRUP   PH   EHIRUH   SURFHHGLQJ.  
 
 
,,,. 5E48E67   F25   E;3ED,7ED   352CE66,1G:  
 
PHU   5   8.S.C.   �   552(A)(6)(E)(Y)   DQG   32   C.F.R.   �   286.8(H)(3),   I   FHUWLI\   WKDW   WKLV   VWDWHPHQW   RI  
FRPSHOOLQJ   QHHG   IRU   H[SHGLWHG   SURFHVVLQJ   LV   WUXH   DQG   FRUUHFW   WR   WKH   EHVW   RI   P\   NQRZOHGJH   DQG  
EHOLHI.  
 
7KHUH   LV   D   FRPSHOOLQJ   QHHG   IRU   H[SHGLWHG   SURFHVVLQJ   RI   WKLV   UHTXHVW,   IRU   WKH   IROORZLQJ   WKUHH  
UHDVRQV:  
 

1. ,   DP   D   SHUVRQ   ³SULPDULO\   HQJDJHG   LQ   GLVVHPLQDWLQJ   LQIRUPDWLRQ,´   DQG   WKHUH   LV   D   DQ  
³XUJHQF\   WR   LQIRUP   WKH   SXEOLF   FRQFHUQLQJ   DFWXDO   RU   DOOHJHG   FHGHUDO   GRYHUQPHQW  
DFWLYLW\.´   5   8.6.C.   �   552(D)(6)(E)(Y)(,,).     SSHFLILFDOO\,   LQ   WKH   IDFH   RI   ZLGHVSUHDG   DQG  
ZHOO-GRFXPHQWHG   SXEOLF   LQWHUHVW   LQ   WKLV   VSHFLILF   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOW\   LQFLGHQW,   DV   ZHOO   DV  
SXEOLF   FRQFHUQ   DERXW   WKH   ODFN   RI   WUDQVSDUHQF\   DERXW   WKLV   VSHFLILF   LQFLGHQW   DQG   KRZ   LW   ZDV  
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DVVHVVHG,   DV   GHWDLOHG   EHORZ   DQG   GRFXPHQWHG   LQ    E;H,B,76   E-F ,   WKHUH   LV   DQ   XUJHQF\   WR  
UHOHDVH   WKHVH   UHFRUGV.   
 

2. A   ³IDLOXUH   WR   REWDLQ   UHTXHVWHG   UHFRUGV   RQ   DQ   H[SHGLWHG   EDVLV   .   .   .   FRXOG   UHDVRQDEO\   EH  
H[SHFWHG   WR   SRVH   DQ   LPPLQHQW   WKUHDW   WR   WKH   OLIH   RU   SK\VLFDO   VDIHW\   RI   DQ   LQGLYLGXDO>.@´  
5   8.6.C.   �   552(D)(6)(E)(Y)(,).    6 SHFLILFDOO\,   WKH   FLYLOLDQV   ZKR   ZHUH   LQMXUHG   LQ   WKLV   FLYLOLDQ  
FDVXDOW\   LQFLGHQW   IRU   ZKLFK   I   DP   UHTXHVWLQJ   UHFRUGV.   I   KDYH   YLVLWHG   WKH   VLWH   RI   WKLV   DLUVWULNH  
LQ   IUDT   DQG   KDYH   PHW   FLYLOLDQ   VXUYLYRUV   RI   WKLV   DLUVWULNH   ZKR   ORVW   IDPLO\   PHPEHUV   LQ   LW,   DV  
GHPRQVWUDWHG   LQ    E;H,B,7   G,    DQG   ZKR   IDFH   WKH   YHU\   UHDO   SRVVLELOLW\   RI   UHSULVDO   YLROHQFH,  
DV   GHWDLOHG   EHORZ   DQG   GRFXPHQWHG   LQ    E;H,B,7   H.   

 
3. ³[F]DLOXUH   WR   REWDLQ   WKH   UHTXHVWHG   LQIRUPDWLRQ   RQ   DQ   H[SHGLWHG   EDVLV   FRXOG   UHDVRQDEO\   EH  

H[SHFWHG   WR   KDUP   VXEVWDQWLDO   KXPDQLWDULDQ   LQWHUHVWV.´    32   C.F.R.   286.8(H)(1)(LL)(B).   FRU  
WKH   UHDVRQV   GHVFULEHG   EHORZ   DQG   GRFXPHQWHG   LQ    E;H,B,76   G-H ,   H[SHGLWHG   SURFHVVLQJ  
LV   DOVR   ZDUUDQWHG   XQGHU   WKLV   VWDQGDUG.  

 
 

1.   UUJeQW   Need   TR   IQfRUP   TKe   PXbOLc   &   WLdeVSUead  
PXbOLc   IQWeUeVW  
FLUVW,   DV   QRWHG   DERYH,   I   DP   D   MRXUQDOLVW   ³SULPDULO\   HQJDJHG   LQ   GLVVHPLQDWLQJ   LQIRUPDWLRQ[,]´   5  
U.S.C.   �   552(D)(6)(E)(Y)(II),   DQG   D   ³IXOO-WLPH   PHPEHU   RI   WKH   QHZV   PHGLD[,]´   32   C.F.R.  
286.8(H)(3).   SHFRQG,   WKHUH   LV   DQ   ³XUJHQF\   WR   LQIRUP   WKH   SXEOLF   FRQFHUQLQJ   DFWXDO   RU   DOOHJHG  
FHGHUDO   GRYHUQPHQW   DFWLYLW\[,]´    5   U.S.C.   �   552(D)(6)(E)(Y)(II),   EHFDXVH   WKLV   VSHFLILF   FLYLOLDQ  
FDVXDOW\   DOOHJDWLRQ   LQ   TXHVWLRQ   DQG   WKH   USCENTCOM   UHFRUGV   WKDW   UHODWH   WR   LW   KDYH   UHFHQWO\   EHHQ  
WKH   VXEMHFW   RI   ZLGHVSUHDG   SXEOLF   DWWHQWLRQ,   DV   GHPRQVWUDWHG   LQ    E;H,B,76   E-F.   
 
IQ   WKH   ODVW   PRQWK   DORQH,   WKH   LQFLGHQW   WKDW   LV   WKH   VXEMHFW   RI   WKH   UHFRUGV   I   DP   UHTXHVWLQJ   KDV   EHHQ  
WKH   VXEMHFW   RI   DOZENS   RI   PHGLD   UHSRUWV,   DQG   WKH   FRQWURYHUV\   UHJDUGLQJ   DQ   DOOHJHG   ODFN   RI  
WUDQVSDUHQF\   VXUURXQGLQJ   WKLV   LQFLGHQW   KDV   UHVXOWHG   LQ   ZLGHVSUHDG   GHEDWH   DQG   SXEOLF   DWWHQWLRQ.  
POHDVH   VHH    E;H,B,76   E-F    IRU   PRUH   WKDQ   WZR   GR]HQ   SXEOLVKHG   QHZV   DUWLFOHV   DERXW   WKLV   LQFLGHQW,  
DV   ZHOO   DV   FDOOV   IRU   WUDQVSDUHQF\   UHJDUGLQJ   WKH   USCENTCOM   DVVHVVPHQW   RI   WKLV   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOW\  
DOOHJDWLRQ.   TKLV   LV   LQIRUPDWLRQ   WKDW   LV   RQO\   REWDLQDEOH   WKURXJK   WKHVH   UHFRUGV   I   DP   UHTXHVWLQJ,   DQG  
LV   QRW   DYDLODEOH   WKURXJK   DQ\   RWKHU   PHDQV.   
 
AGGLWLRQDOO\,   EDVHG   RQ   WKH   UHVSRQVH   WR   ³TKH   UQFRXQWHG´   DQG   LWV   ILQGLQJV   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOW\  
DOOHJDWLRQV,   WKHUH   LV   FOHDUO\   ZLGHVSUHDG   LQWHUHVW   LQ   KRZ   WKH   IHGHUDO   JRYHUQPHQW   DVVHVVHV   FLYLOLDQ  
FDVXDOW\   DOOHJDWLRQV,   DV   H[SUHVVHG   E\   U.S.   RIILFLDOV,   KXPDQ   ULJKWV   RUJDQL]DWLRQV,   WUDQVSDUHQF\  
DGYRFDWHV,   PHGLD   RXWOHWV,   DQG   WKH   JHQHUDO   SXEOLF,   GRFXPHQWHG   LQ    E;H,B,7   - .   CLWLQJ   ³TKH  
UQFRXQWHG,´   CRQJUHVVLRQDO   OHDGHUV,   WKH   NHZ   YRUN   TLPHV   EGLWRULDO   BRDUG,   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOW\  
SURWHFWLRQ   RUJDQL]DWLRQV   DQG   HYHQ   IRUPHU   PHPEHUV   RI   WKH   U.S.   DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ   LQYROYHG   LQ   WKH  
DLUVWULNH   FDPSDLJQ   DOO   SXEOLVKHG   VWDWHPHQWV   FDOOLQJ   IRU   JUHDWHU   WUDQVSDUHQF\   RI   FLYLOLDQ   FDVXDOW\  
DVVHVVPHQWV,   DQG   GR]HQV   RI   QHZV   RUJDQL]DWLRQV   SXEOLVKHG   RU   EURDGFDVW   VWRULHV   DERXW   WKH  
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LQYHVWLJaWLRQ,   LQFOXGLQJ:   NPR,   CBS   NHZV,   WKH   PBS   NHZVKRXU,   WKH   WaVKLQJWRQ   PRVW,   EVTXLUH,  
FRUHLJQ   PROLF\   MaJa]LQH,   PRLLWLFR,   TKH   AWOaQWLF,   TKH   GXaUGLaQ,   WNYC   aQG   GR]HQV   RI   RWKHUV.  
UQIRUWXQaWHO\,   QRQH   RI   WKH   GRFXPHQWV   I   KaYH   UHTXHVWHG   LQWR   WKLV   LQFLGHQW   KaYH   HYHU   EHHQ   PaGH  
SXEOLF,   GHVSLWH   ZLGHVSUHaG   LQWHUHVW   LQ   WKLV   LQFLGHQW,   LQFOXGLQJ   RUJaQL]aWLRQV   WKaW   KaYH   H[SOLFLWO\  
FaOOHG   RQ   CENTCOM   WR   UHOHaVH   WR   WKH   SXEOLF   WKH   UHFRUGV   WKaW   aUH   WKH   VXEMHFW   RI   WKLV   UHTXHVW.  
 
AV   VXFK,   GLVFORVXUH   KHUH   ZLOO    VLJQLILFaQWO\    FRQWULEXWH   WR   WKH   SXEOLF¶V   XQGHUVWaQGLQJ   RI   IHGHUaO  
JRYHUQPHQW   RSHUaWLRQV,   VSHFLILFaOO\   KRZ   LW   KaV   aVVHVVHG   aQ   aOOHJaWLRQ   RI   RI   a   FLYLOLaQ   FaVXaOW\  
LQFLGHQW   WKaW   aFFRUGLQJ   WR   RSHQ-VRXUFH   UHSRUWLQJ   KaV   OHG   WR   VXFK   a   OaUJH   QXPEHU   RI   FLYLOLaQ  
FaVXaOWLHV²LQIRUPaWLRQ   WKaW   LV   FULWLFaO   WR   SUHYHQWLQJ   FLYLOLaQ   FaVXaOWLHV.   
 
AGGLWLRQaOO\,   aFFRUGLQJ   WR   WKH   U.S.   PLOLWaU\¶V   RZQ   VWaWHPHQWV,   UHFRUGV   VXFK   aV   WKRVH   WKaW   I   KaYH  
UHTXHVWHG   SURYLGH   FULWLFaO   LQIRUPaWLRQ   WKaW   LV   ³ XQLTXH   DQG   PD\   SURYLGH   LQVLJKWV   XQDYDLODEOH   WR  
1G2V, ́    aV   VWaWHG   LQ   a   OHWWHU   IURP   WKH   AVVLVWaQW   SHFUHWaU\   RI   DHIHQVH   WR   SHQaWRU   PaWULFN   LHaK\  
(E;H,B,7   .) ,   ZKLFK   aOVR   LGHQWLILHV   WKH   FHQWUaOL]HG   SURFHVV   IRU   FRQGXFWLQJ   WKHVH   aVVHVVPHQWV  
aQG   UHWaLQLQJ   UHFRUGV   RI   WKHP,   aV   H[FHUSWHG   EHORZ:  
 

³TKH   SURFHVV   IRU   FLYLOLaQ   FaVXaOW\   aFFRXQWLQJ   aQG   WKH   FHQWUaOL]HG   UHSRUWLQJ   SURFHGXUH   LV  
aV   IROORZV.   WKHQ   WKH   CRaOLWLRQ   UHFHLYHV   aQG   aOOHJaWLRQ,   aOO   WKH   LQIRUPaWLRQ   IURP   WKH  
UHSRUW   JRHV   LQWR   a   GaWaEaVH.   TKH   CRaOLWLRQ   aVVHVVHV   WKH   FUHGLELOLW\   RI   HaFK   aOOHJaWLRQ,  
UHJaUGOHVV   RI   WKH   VRXUFH.   AVVHVVPHQWV   Pa\   LQFOXGH   a   QXPEHU   RI   IRUPV   RI   UHYLHZ,  
LQFOXGLQJ   LQWHUYLHZLQJ   SLORWV   aQG   RWKHU   SHUVRQQHO   LQYROYHG   LQ   WKH   WaUJHWLQJ   SURFHVV,  
UHYLHZLQJ   aYaLOaEOH   VWULNH   aQG   VXUYHLOOaQFH   YLGHR,   aQG   aQaO\]LQJ   LQIRUPaWLRQ   SURYLGHG   E\  
U.S.   aQG   SaUWQHU   JRYHUQPHQWV,   QRQ-JRYHUQPHQWaO   RUJaQL]aWLRQV   (NGOV),   SaUWQHU   IRUFHV,  
aQG   RSHQ-VRXUFH   UHSRUWLQJ.   U.S.   FLYLOLaQ   FaVXaOW\   aVVHVVPHQWV   aUH   EaVHG   RQ   aYaLOaEOH  
FOaVVLILHG   aQG   XQFOaVVLILHG   LQWHOOLJHQFH   LQIRUPaWLRQ.   DRD   aFNQRZOHGJHV   WKaW   WKHUH   aUH  
GLIIHUHQFHV   EHWZHHQ   U.S.   PLOLWaU\   aVVHVVPHQWV   RI   WKH   QXPEHU   RI   FLYLOLaQ   FaVXaOWLHV   LQ   IUaT  
aQG   S\ULa   aQG   UHSRUWLQJ   IURP   NGOV.    TKH   SUHFHGLQJ   LQIRUPaWLRQ   LOOXVWUaWHV   WKaW   WKH  
FRPELQaWLRQ   RI   VRXUFHV   aYaLOaEOH   WR   WKH   U.S.   PLOLWaU\   LV   XQLTXH   aQG   Pa\   SURYLGH   LQVLJKWV  
XQaYaLOaEOH   WR   NGOV.´   

 
BHFaXVH   I   aP   SULPaULO\   HQJaJHG   LQ   GLVVHPLQaWLQJ   LQIRUPaWLRQ   aQG   WKHUH   LV   aQ   ³XUJHQF\   WR   LQIRUP  
WKH   SXEOLF   FRQFHUQLQJ   aFWXaO   RU   aOOHJHG   FHGHUaO   GRYHUQPHQW   aFWLYLW\[,]´    5   U.S.C.   �  
552(a)(6)(E)(Y)(II),   aV   GHWaLOHG   aERYH,   WKLV   UHTXHVW   LV   HQWLWOHG   WR   H[SHGLWHG   SURFHVVLQJ.  
 
 
 

2.   RHaVRQabOH   E[SHcWaWLRQ   OI   IPPLQHQW   TKUHaW   TR  
TKH   LLIH   OU   PK\VLcaO   SaIHW\   OI   CLYLOLaQV   IQMXUHd   IQ  
TKH   IQcLdHQW   TKaW   IV   SXbMHcW   OI   RHTXHVWHd   RHcRUdV  
TKH   UHVSRQVH   WR   WKLV   UHTXHVW   KaV   a   GLUHFW   aQG   LPPHGLaWH   LPSaFW   RQ   WKH   SK\VLFaO   VaIHW\   RI   WKH  
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cLYLOLaQ   VXUYLYRUV   LQMXUHG   LQ   WKLV   cLYLOLaQ   caVXaOW\   LQcLGHQW   LQ   HaZLMa   aQG   IaPLO\   PHPbHUV   RI  
cLYLOLaQV   NLOOHG   LQ   WKLV   LQcLGHQW.   I   KaYH   YLVLWHG   WKH   VLWH   RI   WKLV   aLUVWULNH   LQ   HaZLMa   aQG   PHW   VRPH   RI  
LWV   VXUYLYRUV²VXcK   aV   VXUYLYRU   KKaGLMaK   YaVHHQ,   ZKR   ORVW   WKUHH   JUaQGcKLOGUHQ   LQ   WKH   aLUVWULNH,  
accRUGLQJ   WR   P\   UHSRUWLQJ   cLWHG   LQ    E;HIBI7   G.    AV   a   UHVXOW   RI   WKLV   aLUVWULNH,   WKHVH   cLYLOLaQ  
VXUYLYRUV   OLNH   KKaGLMa   YaVHHQ   Pa\   bH   VHHQ   b\   VRPH   ORcaO   aXWKRULWLHV   aQG   URJXH   PLOLWLaV   aV  
VXVSHcWHG   ISIS   PHPbHUV,   aV   GHPRQVWUaWHG   LQ    E;HIBI76   H-I .   WLWKRXW   H[SHGLWHG   SURcHVVLQJ   RI  
WKLV   UHTXHVW,   VR   WKaW   I   Pa\   SXbOLVK   QHZV   VWRULHV   baVHG   RQ   WKHP,   WKHVH   VXUYLYRUV   aQG   VXUYLYLQJ  
IaPLO\   PHPbHUV   Pa\   UHaVRQabO\   IacH   LPPLQHQW   WKUHaWV   WR   WKHLU   VaIHW\   aQG   OLIH.   
 
AV   GHWaLOHG   H[WHQVLYHO\   LQ   P\   SUHYLRXV   NHZ   YRUN   TLPHV   MaJa]LQH   UHSRUW,   ³TKH   UQcRXQWHG´  
( E;HIBI7   H ),     cLYLOLaQV   ZKR   KaYH   VXUYLYHG   CRaOLWLRQ   aLUVWULNHV   caQ   RIWHQ   aV   a   UHVXOW   bH  
SHUcHLYHG   WR   bH   ISIS   V\PSaWKL]HUV   aQG   IacH   WKH   WKUHaW   RI   UHSULVaO   YLROHQcH   IURP   URJXH   PLOLWLaV   RU  
VHcXULW\   IRUcHV.   WLWK   QR   GLVcHUQLbOH   SaWK   IRU   WKHVH   cLYLOLaQV   WR   cOHaU   WKHLU   QaPHV   RQ   WKHLU   RZQ,   LW  
RIWHQ   IaOOV   WR   WKH   QHZV   PHGLa   WR   GR   VR,   aV   GHWaLOHG   LQ   H[cHUSWV   IURP   P\   VWRU\   bHORZ:  
 

³TKRVH   ZKR   VXUYLYH   WKH   VWULNHV,   SHRSOH   OLNH   BaVLP   Ra]]R,   UHPaLQ   PaUNHG   aV   SRVVLbOH  
ISIS   V\PSaWKL]HUV,   ZLWK   QR   GLVcHUQLbOH   SaWK   WR   cOHaU   WKHLU   QaPHV.   «   BHcaXVH   WKHUH   ZaV   QR  
HVWabOLVKHG   PHcKaQLVP   IRU   IUaTL   YLcWLPV   WR   PHHW   APHULcaQ   RIILcLaOV,   KLV   aSSRLQWPHQW   ZaV  
aW   WKH   APHULcaQ   CLWL]HQ   SHUYLcHV   VHcWLRQ.   HH   SUHVVHG   aJaLQVW   WKH   ZLQGRZ   aQG   VKRZHG   WKH  
cRQVXOaU   RIILcHU   KLV   GRVVLHU.   OQH   SaJH   cRQWaLQHG   VaWHOOLWH   LPaJHU\   RI   WKH   Ra]]R   KRXVHV,  
aQG   RWKHUV   cRQWaLQHG   bHIRUH-aQG-aIWHU   SKRWRV   RI   WKH   GHVWUXcWLRQ.   BHWZHHQ   WKHP   ZHUH  
SKRWRV   RI   HacK   YLcWLP:   Ma\aGa   VLSSLQJ   WHa,   TXTa   LQ   WKH   bacN   \aUG,   NaMLb   LQ   a  
bOacN-aQG-ZKLWH   VHOI-SRUWUaLW   aQG   a   KHaG   VKRW   RI   MRKaQQaG,   aQ   HQJLQHHULQJ   SURIHVVRU,   KLV  
acaGHPLc   cUHGHQWLaOV   ILOOLQJ   WKH   UHVW   RI   WKH   SaJH.   TKH   PRVW   LPSRUWaQW   LVVXH,   BaVLP   KaG  
ZULWWHQ,   ZaV   WKaW   KLV   IaPLO\   ZaV   QRZ   ³ORRNHG   aW   aV   PHPbHUV   RI   ISIS´   b\   WKH   IUaTL  
aXWKRULWLHV.   TKLV   WKUHaWHQHG   WR   bH   a   SURbOHP,   HVSHcLaOO\   aIWHU   WKH   cLW\¶V   OLbHUaWLRQ.´  

 
GLYHQ   UHSRUWV   RI   UHSULVaO   YLROHQcH,   WKHUH   LV   aQ   XUJHQW,   cRPSHOOLQJ   QHHG   IRU   WKLV   LQIRUPaWLRQ,  
ZKLcK   KaV   a   SaUWLcXOaU   YaOXH   WKaW   ZRXOG   bH   ORVW   LI   QRW   SURcHVVHG   RQ   aQ   H[SHGLWHG   baVLV.   AV   ORcaO  
VHcXULW\   IRUcHV   aQG   PLOLWLaV   KaYH   PRYHG   LQWR   WHUULWRU\   UHcaSWXUHG   IURP   ISIS,   RWKHU   PHPbHUV   RI   WKH  
QHZV   PHGLa   aQG   KXPaQ   ULJKWV   RUJaQL]aWLRQV   ²   VXcK   aV   TKH   GXaUGLaQ,   NHZVZHHN,   aQG   HXPaQ  
RLJKWV   WaWcK   ²   KaYH   aOVR   GRcXPHQWHG   UHSULVaO   NLOOLQJV,   H[WUaMXGLcLaO   YLROHQcH,   aUbLWUaU\  
GHWHQWLRQ,   aQG   HQIRUcHG   GLVaSSHaUaQcHV   aJaLQVW   LQGLYLGXaOV   VXVSHcWHG   WR   bH   ISIS   ( E;HIBI7   I ).  
IW   LV   WKHUHIRUH   XUJHQW   WKaW   I   RbWaLQ   WKH   UHTXHVWHG   cUHGLbLOLW\   aVVHVVPHQW   aQG   cORVXUH   UHSRUW   UHcRUGV.   
 
 
 

3.   HaUP   RI   SXbVWaQWLaO   HXPaQLWaULaQ   IQWHUHVWV  
FRU   WKH   UHaVRQV   VWaWHG   LQ   WKH   VaPH   VHcWLRQ   abRYH,   H[SHGLWHG   SURcHVVLQJ   RI   WKLV   UHTXHVW   LV   aOVR  
ZaUUaQWHG   bHcaXVH   ³IaLOXUH   WR   RbWaLQ   WKH   UHTXHVWHG   LQIRUPaWLRQ   RQ   aQ   H[SHGLWHG   baVLV   cRXOG  
UHaVRQabO\   bH   H[SHcWHG   WR   KaUP   VXbVWaQWLaO   KXPaQLWaULaQ   LQWHUHVWV.´    32   C.F.R.   286.8(H)(1)(LL)(B)  
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I9. DE6C5I37I2N6   2F   A77ACHED   E;HIBI76   
 
E;HIBI7   A:    DRD   7UDQVFULSW   OI   JXQH   5,   2019   PUHVV   BULHILQJ   MHQWLRQLQJ   AOOHJDWLRQ   
E;HIBI7   B:    7H[W   OI   DHF.   11,   2018   CJ7F-OI5   E-PDLO   7R   N5C   CRQILUPLQJ   AOOHJDWLRQ  
E;HIBI7   C:    NRY.   21,   2019   CJ7F-OI5   E-PDLO   CRQILUPLQJ   ³IQYHVWLJDWLRQ´   :DV   CRQGXFWHG   IQWR  
7KLV   HDZLMD   AOOHJDWLRQ   
E;HIBI7   D:    CHQWCRP   DHF.   5,   2019   PUHVV   5HOHDVH   CRQILUPLQJ   CUHGLEOH   AVVHVVPHQW   OI   7KLV  
IQFLGHQW  
E;HIBI7   E:    EYLGHQFH   OI   DHPDQGV   FRU   5HOHDVH   OI   5HTXHVWHG   5HFRUGV  
E;HIBI7   F:    EYLGHQFH   OI   :LGHVSUHDG   PXEOLF   IQWHUHVW   IQ   AQG   NHZV   5HSRUWV   OQ   6XEMHFW   OI  
5HTXHVWHG   5HFRUGV  
E;HIBI7   G:    EYLGHQFH   I   HDYH   9LVLWHG   6LWH   OI   ALUVWULNH   IQFLGHQW   AQG   IQWHUYLHZHG   6XUYLYRUV  
E;HIBI7   H:    M\   NHZ   <RUN   7LPHV   MDJD]LQH   IQYHVWLJDWLRQ   ³7KH   8QFRXQWHG´   -   DHPRQVWUDWLQJ  
CLYLOLDQ   6XUYLYRUV¶   FHDUV   OI   5HSULVDO   9LROHQFH  
E;HIBI7   I:    OWKHU   NHZV   6WRULHV   5HJDUGLQJ   5HSULVDO   9LROHQFH  
E;HIBI7   J:    EYLGHQFH   OI   :LGHVSUHDG   PXEOLF   IQWHUHVW   IQ   CLYLOLDQ   CDVXDOW\   AVVHVVPHQWV   AQG  
GUHDWHU   7UDQVSDUHQF\   OI   7KHVH   AVVHVVPHQWV  
E;HIBI7   K:    DRD   LHWWHU   6WDWLQJ   5HFRUGV   LLNH   7KRVH   5HTXHVWHG   ³MD\   PURYLGH   LQVLJKWV  
8QDYDLODEOH´   7R   7KH   PXEOLF  

 
9. C2NCL86I2N   
 
BHFDXVH   RI   VHYHUDO   SUHYLRXV   GHOD\V   ZLWK   WKH   SRVWPDUNHG   GDWHV   RI   SK\VLFDO   PDLOLQJV,   SOHDVH  
SURYLGH   HOHFWURQLF   FRSLHV   RI   DQ\   UHVSRQVLYH   UHFRUGV   WR   PH   DW   P\   H-PDLO   DGGUHVV,  
A]PDW.KKDQ@Q\WLPHV.FRP .   
 
II   \RX   KDYH   DQ\   TXHVWLRQV   UHJDUGLQJ   WKLV   UHTXHVW,   SOHDVH   FRQWDFW   PH   E\   HPDLO   RU   E\   SKRQH   DW   (347)  
852-2585.   
 
I   ORRN   IRUZDUG   WR   UHFHLYLQJ   \RXU   GHWHUPLQDWLRQ   ZLWK   UHVSHFW   WR   P\   UHTXHVW   IRU   H[SHGLWHG  
SURFHVVLQJ   ZLWKLQ   10   FDOHQGDU   GD\V,   DV   UHTXLUHG   E\   FOIA.   7KDQN   \RX   LQ   DGYDQFH   IRU   \RXU  
DVVLVWDQFH.  
 
6LQFHUHO\,   
 
 
 
 
A]PDW   KKDQ  
IQYHVWLJDWLYH   5HSRUWHU,   NHZ   <RUN   7LPHV   MDJD]LQH   CRQWULEXWLQJ   :ULWHU   
219   :HVW   40WK   6WUHHW,   NHZ   <RUN,   N<   10018  
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DE6C5IP7ION6   OF   A77ACHED   E;HIBI76  
 
E;HIBI7   A:    DRD   TUDQVFULSW   OI   JXQH   5,   2019   PUHVV   BULHILQJ   MHQWLRQLQJ   AOOHJDWLRQ   

E;HIBI7   B:    TH[W   OI   DHF.   11,   2018   CJTF-OIR   E-PDLO   TR   NRC   CRQILUPLQJ   AOOHJDWLRQ  

E;HIBI7   C:    NRY.   21,   2019   CJTF-OIR   E-PDLO   CRQILUPLQJ   ³IQYHVWLJDWLRQ´   WDV   CRQGXFWHG   IQWR  

TKLV   HDZLMD   AOOHJDWLRQ   

E;HIBI7   D:    CHQWCRP   DHF.   5,   2019   PUHVV   RHOHDVH   CRQILUPLQJ   CUHGLEOH   AVVHVVPHQW   OI   TKLV  

IQFLGHQW  

E;HIBI7   E:    EYLGHQFH   OI   DHPDQGV   FRU   RHOHDVH   OI   RHTXHVWHG   RHFRUGV  

E;HIBI7   F:    EYLGHQFH   OI   WLGHVSUHDG   PXEOLF   IQWHUHVW   IQ   AQG   NHZV   RHSRUWV   OQ   SXEMHFW   OI  

RHTXHVWHG   RHFRUGV  

E;HIBI7   G:    EYLGHQFH   I   HDYH   VLVLWHG   SLWH   OI   ALUVWULNH   IQFLGHQW   AQG   IQWHUYLHZHG   SXUYLYRUV  

E;HIBI7   H:    M\   NHZ   YRUN   TLPHV   MDJD]LQH   IQYHVWLJDWLRQ   ³TKH   UQFRXQWHG´   -   DHPRQVWUDWLQJ  

CLYLOLDQ   SXUYLYRUV¶   FHDUV   OI   RHSULVDO   VLROHQFH  

E;HIBI7   I:    OWKHU   NHZV   SWRULHV   RHJDUGLQJ   RHSULVDO   VLROHQFH  

E;HIBI7   J:    EYLGHQFH   OI   WLGHVSUHDG   PXEOLF   IQWHUHVW   IQ   CLYLOLDQ   CDVXDOW\   AVVHVVPHQWV   AQG  

GUHDWHU   TUDQVSDUHQF\   OI   TKHVH   AVVHVVPHQWV  

E;HIBI7   K:    DRD   LHWWHU   SWDWLQJ   RHFRUGV   LLNH   TKRVH   RHTXHVWHG   ³MD\   PURYLGH   LQVLJKWV  

UQDYDLODEOH´   TR   TKH   PXEOLF   
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(;+,B,7   A:   
'R'   7UDQVFULSW   2I   -XQH   5,   2019   3UHVV  

%ULHILQJ   0HQWLRQLQJ   AOOHJDWLRQ   
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E;+,B,7   B:    7H[W   2I   DHF.   11,   2018  
CJ7F-2I5   E-PDLO   7R   N5C   CRQILUPLQJ  

AOOHJDWLRQ  
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CLASSIFICATION�   UNCLASSIFIED  

 

HeYY]�  

S]ggs   f]g   jhe   deYas   a[d   I   h]de   jhehe   a[hqeg   s]kg   fkehji][h�  

 

Q�   Ca[   h]Ze][e   c][figZ   ]g   de[s   jhe   CIVCAS   fg]Z   jhih   dagjickYag   i[cide[j   fg]Z   ÃÁÂÆ�   

A�   Yeh�   See   jhe   ajjached   SjgiXe   ReYeaheh�   

 

Q�   Ca[   s]k   c][figZ   jhaj   jhe   C]aYiji][   caggied   ]kj   aig   hjgiXeh   i[   jhe   [ighj   ]f   Ã�Ä   Jk[e   ÃÁÂÆ   ][   a[  

aYYeged   IED�dg]dkcji][   faciYijs   i[   Haqija�   KigXkX�   Igaf�   

A�   Yeh�    See   ab]pe�  

Æ   Jk[e   ÃÁÂÆ�   i[   a   dgehh   bgiefi[g�   LjGe[   HehjegZa[   haid   ±afjeg   a   pegs   dihcidYi[ed   jaggeji[g  

dg]cehh�   qe   dg]dded   a   faigYs   hZaYY   qead][   ][   a   X[]q[   IED   bkiYdi[g   i[   a[   i[dkhjgiaY   agea�    The  

hec][dags   erdY]hi][�   qhich   qah   cakhed   fg]Z   a   Zahhipe   aZ]k[j   ]f   Daehh   high   erdY]hipeh�   qah  

pegs   Yagge�   a[d   ij   dehjg]sed   Zkch   ]f   jhaj   i[dkhjgiaY   agea����   ±Lej°h   be   cYeag�    Whaj   did   jhe   daZage  

qah   jhe   hkge   aZ]k[j   ]f   high   erdY]hipeh   jhaj   Daehh   i[je[ded   j]   jkg[   i[j]   Zkgdeg]kh   qead][h  

j]   XiYY   Igafi   f]gceh   a[d   i[[]ce[j   cipiYia[h�    If   jhege°ge   k[i[je[ded   i[jkgieh�   jhaj   gehd][hibiYijs   gehjh  

hfkageYs   ][   Daehh�±  

hjjdh���d]d�defe[he�g]p�Neqh�Tga[hcgidjh�Tga[hcgidj�Vieq�AgjicYe�ÇÁÈÁÆÇ�  

 

Q�   Ca[   s]k   c][figZ   jhaj   jhe   ab]pe   Ze[ji][ed   aighjgiXe   hah   Yed   j]   cipiYia[   cahkaYjieh�   

A�   Yeh�  

 

Q�   Whaj   ih   jhe   [kZbeg   ]f   cipiYia[   cahkaYjieh   i[   jhe   i[cide[j�   ah   ahhehhed   ]g   ehjiZajed   bs   jhe  

C]aYiji][�  
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A�   The   hjgike   jo   jhe   VBIED   facjogs   cakhed   hecondags   erdlohionh   jhaj   knfogjknajels   killed   ÈÁ  

cipilianh   dehdije   jhe   dgecakjionh   jhe   Coalijion   jook   jo   mijigaje   cipilian   cahkaljieh�  

 

Q�   Whaj   ih   jhe   okjcome   of   jhe   fogmal   infkigs   jhe   Coalijion   hah   laknched   injo   jhih   incidenj�  

A�   The   inpehjigajion   foknd   jhaj   jhe   hjgike   qah   in   accogdance   qijh   jhe   Laq   of   Agmed   Conflicj   and  

jhe   addlicable   Rkleh   of   Engagemenj�  

 

VR   Col   Rsan  

 

 

CLASSIFICATION�   UNCLASSIFIED  
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(;+,B,7   C:    NRY.   21,   2019   CJ7F-2I5  
E-PDLO   CRQILUPLQJ   ³IQYHVWLJDWLRQ´   :DV  
CRQGXFWHG   IQWR   7KLV   HDZLMD   AOOHJDWLRQ   
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KKaQ, A]PaW <a]PaW.NKaQ@Q\WLPHV.FRP>

RE: [NRQ-DRD SRXUFH] NYT MaJa]LQH IQTXLU\ RHJaUGLQJ MRVXO ALUVWULNH
(UNCLASSIFIED)

CENTCOM GLOBAL CJTF OIR MaLOER[ CJTF OIR MHGLa OSV <ceQWcRP.gORbaO.cjWf-RiU.Pb[.cjWf-RiU-
Pedia-RSV@PaiO.PiO>

ThX, NRY 21, 2019 aW
5:45 PM

TR: "KhaQ, A]PaW" <a]PaW.khaQ@Q\WiPeV.cRP>

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

A]mat,

Please see oXr responses in blXe listed beloZ and in the attached docXment.

���
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7. BefRUe Whe DXWch GRYeUQPeQW·V UeceQW adPLVVLRQ, aV eaUO\ aV Ma\ 2019, CRO. R\aQ had cRQÀUPed WhaW Whe CRaOLWLRQ
had aVVeVVed WhaW Whe JXQe 2-3, 2015 CRaOLWLRQ aLUVWULNe RQ a VBIED facWRU\ LQ HaZLMa had ´caXVed VecRQdaU\
e[SORVLRQV WhaW XQfRUWXQaWeO\ NLOOed 70 cLYLOLaQV deVSLWe Whe SUecaXWLRQV Whe CRaOLWLRQ WRRN WR PLWLgaWe cLYLOLaQ
caVXaOWLeV.µ I haYe YLVLWed Whe VLWe Rf WhLV VWULNe aQd LQWeUYLeZed affecWed faPLOLeV. NRQe Rf WhRVe I haYe LQWeUYLeZed
haYe VaLd Whe\ haYe beeQ Pade Sa\PeQW RffeUV.¬ IQ Whe WLPe VLQce WhaW aVVeVVPeQW ZaV cRPSOeWed, haV Whe CRaOLWLRQ
Pade a Sa\PeQW RffeU WR aQ\ Rf Whe faPLOLeV Rf Whe 70 cLYLOLaQV ZhR ZeUe NLOOed?

OSHQ-VRXUFH UHSRUWLQJ UHJaUGLQJ aQ aLUVWULNH RQ aQ ISIS VBIED (VHKLFOH-bRUQH IPSURYLVHG E[SORVLYH DHYLFH) IaFWRU\ RQ�
JXQH 2, 2015, LQ AO HaZLMaK, IUaT, FOaLPHG WKaW WKHUH ZHUH aSSUR[LPaWHO\ 70 CIVCAS (FLYLOLaQ FaVXaOWLHV).  USRQ UHFHLSW RI�
WKLV LQIRUPaWLRQ, WKH CRPbLQHG JRLQW TaVN FRUFH-OSHUaWLRQ INHERENT RESOLVE (CJTF-OIR) FRQGXFWHG aQ LQYHVWLJaWLRQ�
RI WKH CIVCAS aOOHJaWLRQV. 

TKH LQYHVWLJaWLRQ IRXQG WKaW QRQ-FRPbaWaQW GHaWKV ZHUH OLNHO\ a UHVXOW RI OaUJH VHFRQGaU\ H[SORVLRQV FaXVHG b\ VBIED�
PaWHULaOV VWRUHG aW WKH ISIS IaFWRU\. HRZHYHU, WKH LQYHVWLJaWLRQ ZaV XQabOH WR FRQILUP WKH VSHFLILF QXPbHU RI CIVCAS. 

CRaOLWLRQ IRUFHV IROORZ a ULJRURXV WaUJHWLQJ SURFHVV IRU aOO VWULNHV WKaW KHOSV HQVXUH VWULFW aGKHUHQFH WR WKH LaZ RI AUPHG�
CRQIOLFW ZKLOH aWWHPSWLQJ WR aYRLG FROOaWHUaO GaPaJH. AQ\ ORVV RI LQQRFHQW OLIH LV WUaJLF, aQG CTJF-OIR FRQWLQXHV WR WaNH aOO�
IHaVLbOH SUHFaXWLRQV WR aYRLG SXWWLQJ FLYLOLaQV LQ GaQJHU LQ RXU SXUVXLW RI a UXWKOHVV HQHP\.

TKH U.S. DHSaUWPHQW RI DHIHQVH (DOD) aGPLQLVWHUV a SURJUaP WKaW SURYLGHV FRPSHQVaWLRQ XQGHU WKH FRUHLJQ COaLPV AFW�
WR LQKabLWaQWV RI IRUHLJQ FRXQWULHV IRU GHaWK, LQMXU\, RU SURSHUW\ GaPaJH FaXVHG b\ QRQFRPbaW aFWLYLWLHV RI U.S. PLOLWaU\�
SHUVRQQHO RYHUVHaV. FXUWKHUPRUH, WKH DOD Pa\ SURYLGH PRQHWaU\ aVVLVWaQFH LQ WKH IRUP RI VROaWLa aQG FRQGROHQFH�
Sa\PHQWV WR ORFaO QaWLRQaOV ZKR aUH NLOOHG, LQMXUHG, RU LQFXU SURSHUW\ GaPaJH aV a UHVXOW RI U.S. RU FRaOLWLRQ IRUFHV' aFWLRQV�
GXULQJ FRPbaW. TKHVH VROaWLa Sa\PHQWV aUH H[SUHVVLRQV RI V\PSaWK\ RU UHPRUVH baVHG RQ ORFaO FXOWXUH aQG FXVWRPV, bXW�
QRW aQ aGPLVVLRQ RI OHJaO OLabLOLW\ RU IaXOW. SROaWLa Sa\PHQWV aUH GLUHFWO\ IXQGHG IURP XQLW RSHUaWLRQV aQG PaLQWHQaQFH�
aFFRXQWV.

CRPPaQGHUV H[HUFLVH bURaG GLVFUHWLRQ IRU GHWHUPLQLQJ ZKHWKHU a Sa\PHQW VKRXOG bH PaGH aQG WKH aSSURSULaWH Sa\PHQW�
aPRXQW. WKLOH SROLF\ GRHV QRW UHTXLUH FRPPaQGHUV WR PaNH Sa\PHQWV, FRPPaQGHUV Pa\ GR VR LI WKH\ FKRRVH. WKHQ�
GHWHUPLQLQJ ZKHWKHU WR PaNH Sa\PHQWV aQG Sa\PHQW aPRXQWV, FRPPaQGHUV FRQVLGHU WKH VHYHULW\ RI LQMXU\, W\SH RI�
GaPaJH, aQG SURSHUW\ YaOXHV baVHG RQ WKH ORFaO HFRQRP\ aV ZHOO aV aQ\ RWKHU aSSOLFabOH FXOWXUaO FRQVLGHUaWLRQV. OXU�
UHFRUGV LQGLFaWH WKaW QR VROaWLa Sa\PHQWV ZHUH PaGH IRU WKLV LQFLGHQW.
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(;+,B,7   D:    CHQWCRP   DHF.   5,   2019  
PUHVV   RHOHDVH   CRQILUPLQJ   CUHGLEOH  

AVVHVVPHQW   OI   TKLV   IQFLGHQW  
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A]PDW KKDQ <D]PDW]DKUD@JPDLO.FRP>

CJTF-OIR PUHVV RHOHDVH-20191205-01-MRQWKO\ CI9CAS - RHSRUW (UNCLASSIFIED)

CENTCOM GLOBAL CJTF OIR MDLOER[ CJTF OIR MHGLD OSV <cHQWcRP.JORbaO.cMWI-RLU.Pb[.cMWI-RLU-
PHGLa-RSV@PaLO.PLO>

TKX, DHc 5, 2019 aW
7:27 AM

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

 

DHcHPbHU 5, 2019

RHOHaVH # 20191205-01

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 

CRPELQHG JRLQW TDVN FRUFH - OSHUDWLRQ IQKHUHQW RHVROYH

                           MRQWKO\ CLYLOLDQ CDVXDOW\ RHSRUW                                                                

 

SO87H:ES7 ASIA-- SLQcH WKH bHJLQQLQJ RI RSHUaWLRQV LQ 2014, WKH CRaOLWLRQ aQG SaUWQHU IRUcHV KaYH OLbHUaWHG QHaUO\ 110,000
VTXaUH NLORPHWHUV (42,471 VTXaUH PLOHV) IURP DaHVK, HOLPLQaWLQJ WKHLU VHOI-SURcOaLPHG WHUULWRULaO caOLSKaWH aQG IUHHLQJ 7.7 PLOOLRQ
SHRSOH IURP DaHVK RSSUHVVLRQ. TKH CRaOLWLRQ ZLOO cRQWLQXH WR ZRUN ZLWK SaUWQHU IRUcHV WR GHQ\ DaHVK aQ\ SK\VLcaO VSacH aQG
LQIOXHQcH LQ WKH UHJLRQ aV ZHOO aV GHQ\ DaHVK WKH UHVRXUcHV WKH\ QHHG WR UHVXUJH.

TKH CRaOLWLRQ cRQGXcWHG 34,706 VWULNHV bHWZHHQ AXJXVW 2014 aQG WKH HQG RI OcWRbHU 2019. DXULQJ WKLV SHULRG, baVHG RQ LQIRUPaWLRQ
aYaLOabOH, CJTF-OIR aVVHVVHV aW OHaVW 1,347 cLYLOLaQV KaYH bHHQ XQLQWHQWLRQaOO\ NLOOHG b\ CRaOLWLRQ acWLRQV VLQcH WKH bHJLQQLQJ RI
OSHUaWLRQ IQKHUHQW RHVROYH. TKLV QXPbHU ZaV UHaVVHVVHG LQ NRYHPbHU 2019 WR cRUUHcW aGPLQLVWUaWLYH HUURUV aQG WR accXUaWHO\ UHIOHcW
WKH WRWaO QXPbHU RI cUHGLbO\ aVVHVVHG cLYLOLaQ caVXaOWLHV.

WH IROORZ a ULJLG WaUJHWLQJ SURcHVV IRU aOO RI RXU VWULNHV WR HQVXUH VWULcW aGKHUHQcH WR WKH LaZ RI AUPHG CRQIOLcW ZKLOH aWWHPSWLQJ WR
aYRLG cROOaWHUaO GaPaJH. EYHU\ accLGHQWaO ORVV RI OLIH LV WUaJLc, aQG LW ZLOO UHPaLQ RXU JRaO WR WaNH aOO IHaVLbOH SUHcaXWLRQV WR aYRLG
SXWWLQJ cLYLOLaQV LQ GaQJHU LQ RXU SXUVXLW RI a UXWKOHVV HQHP\.

IQ WKH PRQWK RI OcWRbHU, CJTF-OIR caUULHG RYHU 73 RSHQ UHSRUWV IURP SUHYLRXV PRQWKV aQG UHcHLYHG 63 QHZ UHSRUWV. CJTF-OIR
cRPSOHWHG 49 cLYLOLaQ-caVXaOW\ aOOHJaWLRQ aVVHVVPHQW UHSRUWV. OXW RI WKH 49 cRPSOHWHG caVXaOW\ aOOHJaWLRQ UHSRUWV, RQH UHSRUW ZaV
GHWHUPLQHG WR bH cUHGLbOH aQG UHVXOWHG LQ RQH XQLQWHQWLRQaO cLYLOLaQ GHaWK. CJTF-OIR aVVHVVHG WKH UHPaLQLQJ 46 UHSRUWV aV QRQ-
cUHGLbOH aQG WZR ZHUH GXSOLcaWHV RI SUHYLRXV UHSRUWV. AGGLWLRQaOO\, WKHUH aUH WZR UHSRUWV WKaW KaG QRW SUHYLRXVO\ bHHQ SXbOLVKHG WKaW
aUH aGGUHVVHG LQ WKLV UHSRUW. ELJKW\-VHYHQ UHSRUWV aUH VWLOO RSHQ, LQcOXGLQJ RQH WKaW CJTF-OIR KaG SUHYLRXVO\ cORVHG bXW UHRSHQHG GXH
WR WKH aYaLOabLOLW\ RI QHZ LQIRUPaWLRQ.

TKH UHVXOWV RI HacK LQYHVWLJaWLRQ RI aQ aOOHJaWLRQ ZLOO IaOO LQWR RQH RI WZR caWHJRULHV, HLWKHU "cUHGLbOH" RU "QRQ-cUHGLbOH." AQ
aVVHVVPHQW RI "cUHGLbOH" PHaQV WKaW RXU WHaP LQYHVWLJaWHG WKH aOOHJaWLRQ aQG GHWHUPLQHG WKaW, baVHG RQ aYaLOabOH HYLGHQcH, PRUH OLNHO\
WKaQ QRW, WKH GHaWK ZaV WKH UHVXOW RI CRaOLWLRQ acWLRQ. A "QRQ-cUHGLbOH" HYaOXaWLRQ PHaQV WKaW WKH LQIRUPaWLRQ ZH KaYH WR aVVHVV WKH
aOOHJaWLRQ, XVLQJ RXU aYaLOabOH UHVRXUcHV, caQQRW GHWHUPLQH, WR WKH VWaQGaUG RI "PRUH OLNHO\ WKaQ QRW", WKaW WKH GHaWK ZaV WKH UHVXOW RI
CRaOLWLRQ acWLRQ. TKHUH cRXOG bH a QXPbHU RI UHaVRQV IRU WKLV, WR LQcOXGH QR cRUURbRUaWLQJ VWULNHV aW WKaW WLPH RU WKaW ORcaWLRQ, WKHUH ZaV
LQVXIILcLHQW HYLGHQcH WR VXSSRUW WKH aOOHJaWLRQ, RU WKHUH LV VLPSO\ LQVXIILcLHQW RU RYHUO\ YaJXH GaWa LQ WKH aOOHJaWLRQ LWVHOI. 

IW LV LPSRUWaQW WR QRWH WKaW ZKLOH WKH CRaOLWLRQ KaV a VXbVWaQWLaO TXaQWLW\ RI GaWa aW LWV GLVSRVaO WR LQYHVWLJaWH HYHU\ cOaLP, ZH ZHOcRPH
aQ\ LQIRUPaWLRQ IURP aQ\ VRXUcH WKaW ZLOO HQabOH XV WR GHWHUPLQH WKH WUXWK. FXUWKHUPRUH, ZH URXWLQHO\ UHRSHQ cORVHG LQYHVWLJaWLRQV
baVHG RQ QHZ LQIRUPaWLRQ WKaW PLJKW KHOS XV aWWaLQ PRUH accXUaWH UHVXOWV.
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CUHGLEOH RHSRUWV: LQ WKH RQH LQFLGHQW DVVHVVHG DV FUHGLEOH LQ OFWREHU, WKH LQYHVWLJDWLRQ DVVHVVHG WKDW WKH CJ7F-OI5 WRRN DOO IHDVLEOH
SUHFDXWLRQV, DQG WKH GHFLVLRQ WR VWULNH FRPSOLHG ZLWK WKH ODZ RI DUPHG FRQIOLFW. CRDOLWLRQ IRUFHV ZRUN GLOLJHQWO\ WR EH SUHFLVH GXULQJ
WKH SODQQLQJ DQG H[HFXWLRQ RI VWULNHV WR UHGXFH WKH ULVN RI KDUP WR FLYLOLDQV.

1.      OFWREHU 30, 2015, LQ 4D\\DUDK, IUDT, YLD NHZ <RUN 7LPHV UHSRUW. CRDOLWLRQ DLUFUDIW FRQGXFWHG DQ DLUVWULNH DJDLQVW D
DDHVK IDFLOLW\. 5HJUHWWDEO\, RQH FLYLOLDQ ZDV XQLQWHQWLRQDOO\ NLOOHG DV D UHVXOW RI WKH VWULNH.     CDVH # 2349    LRFDWLRQ:
386LE454619

 

PUHYLRXVO\ AVVHVVHG CUHGLEOH RHSRUW: AV SDUW RI RXU CI9CA6 SURFHVV LQ RUGHU WR PDLQWDLQ WUDQVSDUHQF\ DQG DFFXUDF\, ZH FRQVWDQWO\
UHYLHZ RXU WUDFNHU WR HQVXUH SURSHU UHOHDVH RI LQIRUPDWLRQ. :H VDZ WKLV FDVH KDG QRW EHHQ SUHYLRXVO\ OLVWHG VR LW LV EHLQJ OLVWHG QRZ.

1.  JXQH 2, 2015, LQ HDZLMDK, IUDT, YLD PHGLD UHSRUW. CRDOLWLRQ DLUFUDIW FRQGXFWHG DQ DLUVWULNH DJDLQVW D DDHVK IDFLOLW\.
5HJUHWWDEO\ DQ XQNQRZQ QXPEHU RI FLYLOLDQV ZHUH XQLQWHQWLRQDOO\ NLOOHG DV D UHVXOW RI WKH VWULNH.    CDVH # 49    LRFDWLRQ:
386LE894093  CJ7F-OI5 FDQQRW FRQILUP WKH QXPEHU RI FDVXDOWLHV WKURXJK RXU DVVHVVPHQW SURFHVV.

 

NRQ-CUHGLEOH RHSRUWV: DIWHU D WKRURXJK UHYLHZ RI WKH IDFWV DQG FLUFXPVWDQFHV RI HDFK FLYLOLDQ FDVXDOW\ UHSRUW, CJ7F-OI5 DVVHVVHG
WKH IROORZLQJ 46 UHSRUWV DV QRQ-FUHGLEOH. AW WKLV WLPH WKHUH LV LQVXIILFLHQW LQIRUPDWLRQ WR DVVHVV WKDW, PRUH OLNHO\ WKDQ QRW, D CRDOLWLRQ
DFWLRQ UHVXOWHG LQ FLYLOLDQ FDVXDOWLHV.

1.      6HSWHPEHU 28, 2014, RQ WKH URDG EHWZHHQ MDQELM DQG JDUDEXOXV, 6\ULD, YLD ALUZDUV UHSRUW.  AIWHU D UHYLHZ RI DOO
DYDLODEOH UHFRUGV LW ZDV DVVHVVHG WKDW QR CRDOLWLRQ DFWLRQV ZHUH FRQGXFWHG LQ WKH JHRJUDSKLFDO DUHD WKDW FRUUHVSRQGV WR WKH
UHSRUW RI FLYLOLDQ FDVXDOWLHV.   2790/C6008    376DA048539

 

2.      NRYHPEHU 25, 2014, LQ BLQQLVK, 6\ULD, YLD ALUZDUV UHSRUW.  AIWHU D UHYLHZ RI DOO DYDLODEOH UHFRUGV LW ZDV DVVHVVHG WKDW QR
CRDOLWLRQ DFWLRQV ZHUH FRQGXFWHG LQ WKH JHRJUDSKLFDO DUHD WKDW FRUUHVSRQGV WR WKH UHSRUW RI FLYLOLDQ FDVXDOWLHV.    
2791/C6031     376B9936818

 

3.      JDQXDU\ 25, 2015, LQ AOHSSR, 6\ULD, YLD ALUZDUV UHSRUW.  7KH DOOHJDWLRQ SURYLGHG LQVXIILFLHQW GHWDLO WR LGHQWLI\ D VSHFLILF
GDWH, WLPH, RU ORFDWLRQ WR VHDUFK IRU FRUURERUDWLQJ CRDOLWLRQ DFWLRQ.     2793/C6047     376CA351075

 

4.      JDQXDU\ 29, 2015, LQ 7D\\DQL, 6\ULD, YLD ALUZDUV UHSRUW.  7KH DOOHJDWLRQ SURYLGHG LQVXIILFLHQW GHWDLO WR LGHQWLI\ D VSHFLILF
GDWH, WLPH, RU ORFDWLRQ WR VHDUFK IRU FRUURERUDWLQJ CRDOLWLRQ DFWLRQ.     2794/C6048     376F8413734

 

5.      FHEUXDU\ 3, 2015, LQ HXPDLGDW, IUDT, YLD ALUZDUV UHSRUW.  AIWHU D UHYLHZ RI DOO DYDLODEOH UHFRUGV LW ZDV DVVHVVHG WKDW QR
CRDOLWLRQ DFWLRQV ZHUH FRQGXFWHG LQ WKH JHRJUDSKLFDO DUHD WKDW FRUUHVSRQGV WR WKH UHSRUW RI FLYLOLDQ FDVXDOWLHV.    
2781/CI037     386LF188306

 

6.      FHEUXDU\ 11, 2015, LQ KEHLEDK, 6\ULD, YLD ALUZDUV UHSRUW.  AIWHU D UHYLHZ RI DOO DYDLODEOH UHFRUGV LW ZDV DVVHVVHG WKDW QR
CRDOLWLRQ DFWLRQV ZHUH FRQGXFWHG LQ WKH JHRJUDSKLFDO DUHD WKDW FRUUHVSRQGV WR WKH UHSRUW RI FLYLOLDQ FDVXDOWLHV.    
2795/C6054     376GA121881

 

7.      JXO\ 1, 2015, LQ 6DIUD, IUDT, YLD ALUZDUV UHSRUW.  AIWHU D UHYLHZ RI DOO DYDLODEOH UHFRUGV LW ZDV DVVHVVHG WKDW QR CRDOLWLRQ
DFWLRQV ZHUH FRQGXFWHG LQ WKH JHRJUDSKLFDO DUHD WKDW FRUUHVSRQGV WR WKH UHSRUW RI FLYLOLDQ FDVXDOWLHV.     2783/CI081    
386LD902956

 

8.      JXO\ 1, 2015, LQ MRVXO, IUDT, YLD ALUZDUV UHSRUW.  AIWHU D UHYLHZ RI DOO DYDLODEOH UHFRUGV LW ZDV DVVHVVHG WKDW QR CRDOLWLRQ
DFWLRQV ZHUH FRQGXFWHG LQ WKH JHRJUDSKLFDO DUHD WKDW FRUUHVSRQGV WR WKH UHSRUW RI FLYLOLDQ FDVXDOWLHV.     2782/CI080    
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E;+,B,7   E:    EYLGHQFH   2I   DHPDQGV   FRU  
5HOHDVH   2I   5HTXHVWHG   5HFRUGV  
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AirZarV

IQ OaWeVW PRQWhO\ UeSRUW, US-Oed CRaOiWiRQ adPiWV 1 QeZ ciYiOiaQ haUP
eYeQW - aQd UeMecWV 46 caVeV.

¬aOVR abaQdRQV iWV SUeYiRXV eVWiPaWe Rf 70 ciYiOiaQV NiOOed
aW HaZiMah iQ 2015 - aQd QRZ cOaiPV iW "caQQRW cRQfiUP Whe QXPbeU Rf
caVXaOWieV WhURXgh RXU aVVeVVPeQW SURceVV"

@CJTFOIR

ɾDHFLVLRQ E\ɾ ɾ&ɾ ɾWR 'XQUHFRJQLVH' SUHYLRXV RIILFLDO HVWLPDWHV
IRU HDZLMDK LV KLJKO\ SUREOHPDWLF.

PeQWiRQV @CJ7FOIR @CEN7COM

$9$,/$%/(�$7��KWWSV���WZLWWHU�FRP�DLUZDUV�VWDWXV��������������������
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FRUPHUɾ ɾCRO. 5\DQ IRU H[DPSOH VWDWHG WR DXWFK MRXUQDOLVWV D \HDU DJR WKDW WKH
HDZLMD VWULNH "FDXVHG VHFRQGDU\ H[SORVLRQV WKDW XQIRUWXQDWHO\ NLOOHG 70 FLYLOLDQV

@2I56SR[

ɾ7KRVH 70 GHDWKV DUH DOVR KLJKO\ OLNHO\ WR KDYH EHHQ DPRQJ 80 QRQ-86 GHDWKV IURP
CRDOLWLRQ DFWLRQV LQ IUDT DQG 6\ULD RIILFLDOO\ DGPLWWHG E\ɾ ɾLQ VSULQJ 2017 - ZKLFK
WR WKLV GD\ QR DOOLHV KDYH SXEOLFO\ FODLPHG.

PeQWiRQV

@CE17C20
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EXCLUSIVE: US RIILcLaOV cRQILUP WKHLU CRaOLWLRQ aOOLHV KaYH NLOOHd 80 cLYLOLaQV ² bXW QRQH ZLOO accHSW«

ɾAV IDU DV ALUZDUV FDQ WHOO, WKRVH 80 QRQ-86 GHDWKV UHPDLQ LQFOXGHG LQ
WKHɾ 'V RYHUDOO HVWLPDWH RI FLYLOLDQ GHDWKV IURP LWV DFWLRQV >QRZ DW OHDVW 1,347@.ɾ

6R ZKLOHɾ ɾVD\V LW FDQ QR ORQJHU HVWLPDWH KDUP DW HDZLMDK, WKRVH 70 GHDWKV PD\
VWLOO EH RIILFLDOO\ LQFOXGHG.

PeQWiRQV

@CRDOLWLRQ

@C-7F2,5
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ɾMHDQZKLOH, DXWFK MRXUQDOLVWV, SROLWLFLDQV DQG ODZ\HUV DUH WKHPVHOYHV FRPSLOLQJ OLVWV
RI WKH GHDG DW HDZLMDK.ɾ

ɾZDV UHFHQWO\ WROG HJ RI 62 GHDG, LQFOXGLQJ 36 FKLOGUHQ DQG 13 ZRPHQ, 822
ZRXQGHG, DQG 70 KRXVHV DQG 375 FDUV GHVWUR\HG.

PeQWiRQV

@6DGHWKDUDEXOXW
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De VlachWofferV Yan HaZija ]oeken ]elf naar de Zaarheid

ɾ5HPDUNDEO\, PRUH WKDQ IRXU DQG D KDOI \HDUV DIWHU WKLV VWULNH QHLWKHU WKH DXWFK
GHIHQFH PLQLVWU\ QRUɾ ɾKDV HYHU FRQGXFWHG LWV RZQ LQYHVWLJDWLRQV LQWR FDVXDOW\

PeQWiRQV

@CJ7F2I5
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QXPEHUV DW HDZLMDK.ɾ

7KHUH KDV KRZHYHU EHHQ EHHQ FRQVHQVXV - XQWLO WRGD\ - WKDW VXSSRUWHG FUHGLEOH ORFDO UHSRUWV.

ɾCRQFHUQ PXVW EH WKDW XQGHU SUHVVXUH IURP DQ DOO\, WKH CRDOLWLRQ KDV QRZ GLVFDUGHG LWV
RULJLQDO HVWLPDWH RI 70 FLYLOLDQV NLOOHG DV D UHVXOW RI D DXWFK VWULNH LQ 2015.ɾ

7KH VROXWLRQ?ɾ ɾPXVW XUJHQWO\ SXEOLVK LWV RZQ LQYHVWLJDWLRQ LQWR HDZLMDK, ZKLFK
FRQFOXGHG -DQXDU\ 2016.

PeQWiRQV

@CE17C20
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E;+,B,7   ):    EYLGHQFH   OI   :LGHVSUHDG  
PXEOLF   IQWHUHVW   IQ   AQG   NHZV   RHSRUWV   OQ  

6XEMHFW   OI   RHTXHVWHG   RHFRUGV  
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Date  URL  PXblisher  Title  

11/4/1 
9  

https://www.bbc.com/news/wor 
ld-europe-50286829  BBC  

IS   conflict:   Dutch   air   strike   killed   about   70  
people   in   Iraq   in   2015  

11/4/1 
9  

https://www.reuters.com/article 
/us-netherlands-iraq-airstrike/du 
tch-airstrike-killed-dozens-of-ci 
vilians-is-fighters-in-2015-gove 
rnment-idUSKBN1XE17V  Reuters  

Dutch   air   strike   killed   dozens   of   civilians,  
IS   fighters   in   2015:   government  

11/6/1 
9  

https://warisboring.com/dutch-a 
dmit-killing-civilians-during-air 
strike-targeting-isis-in-2015/  

War   Is  
Boring  

Dutch   admit   killing   civilians   during  
airstrike   targeting   ISIS   in   2015  

10/18/ 
19  

https://dutchreview.com/news/i 
nternational/dutch-airstrike-in-i 
raq-killed-at-least-seventy-iraqi 
-people/  

Dutch  
Review  

Dutch   airstrike   in   Iraq   in   2015   killed   at  
least   seventy   Iraqi   people  

10/18/ 
19  

https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2019 
/10/18/dutch-bomb-killed-seven 
ty-in-iraq-a3977301  NRC  Dutch   bomb   killed   seventy   in   Iraq  

10/18/ 
19  

https://www.dutchnews.nl/news 
/2019/10/dutch-bomb-killed-70 
-people-in-iraq-in-2015-dutch- 
media-claims/  

Dutch  
News  

Dutch   bomb   killed   70   people   in   Iraq   in  
2015,   Dutch   media   claims  

10/18/ 
19  

https://nltimes.nl/2019/10/18/le 
ast-70-citizens-killed-2015-dutc 
h-airstrike-iraq-report  NL   Times  

AT   LEAST   70   CITIZENS   KILLED   IN  
2015   DUTCH   AIRSTRIKE   IN   IRAQ:  
REPORT  

10/18/ 
19  

https://nos.nl/artikel/2306652-n 
ederlandse-luchtaanval-in-irak- 
veroorzaakte-zeker-zeventig-bu 
rgerdoden.html  NOS  

Nederlandse   luchtaanval   in   Irak  
veroorzaakte   zeker   zeventig   burgerdoden  

10/22/ 
19  

https://airwars.org/news-and-in 
vestigations/investigation-accus 
es-dutch-military-of-involveme 
nt-in-2015-iraq-airstrike-which- 
led-to-deaths-of-70-civilians/  Airwars  

Investigation   accuses   Dutch   military   of  
involvement   in   2015   Iraq   airstrike   which  
led   to   deaths   of   70   civilians  
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11/4/1 
9  

https://thedefensepost.com/201 
9/11/04/netherlands-iraq-airstri 
ke-civilian-casualties-isis-hawij 
a/  

Defense b
Post  

Dutch   government   admits   killing   Iraqi b
civilians   in   anti-ISIS   airstrike  

11/4/1 
9  

https://www.dutchnews.nl/news 
/2019/11/minister-conırms-a-d 
utch-bomb-led-to-70-deaths-in- 
iraq-in-2015/  

Dutch b
News  

Minister   conırms   a   Dutch   bomb   led   to   70 b
deaths   in   Iraq   in   2015  

11/4/1 
9  

https://www.dw.com/en/netherl 
ands-admits-killing-up-to-70-ci 
vilians-in-botched-airstrike-in-i 
raq/a-51109053  DW  

Netherlands   admits   killing   up   to   70 b
civilians   in   botched   airstrike   in   Iraq  

11/4/1 
9  

https://nltimes.nl/2019/11/04/go 
vernment-conırms-involvement 
-two-air-strikes-killing-70-civili 
ans-total  NL   Times  

GOVERNMENT   CONFIRMS b
INVOLVEMENT   IN   TWO   AIR   STRIKES b
KILLING   OVER   70   CIVILIANS   IN b
TOTAL  

11/5/1 
9  

https://www.trtworld.com/europ 
e/minister-conırms-dutch-air-st 
rikes-killed-about-70-civilians-i 
n-iraq-31113  TRT   World  

Minister   conırms   Dutch   air   strikes   killed b
about   70   civilians   in   Iraq  

11/5/1 
9  

https://www.tamilguardian.com 
/content/netherlands-admits-air- 
strike-killed-civilians-2015  

Tamil b
Guardian  

Netherlands   admits   air   strike   killed b
civilians   in   2015  

11/6/1 
9  

https://nltimes.nl/2019/11/06/de 
fense-minister-survives-debate- 
civilian-casualties-iraq-airstrike 
s  NL   Times  

DEFENSE   MINISTER   SURVIVES b
DEBATE   ON   CIVILIAN   CASUALTIES b
IN   IRAQ   AIRSTRIKES  

11/6/1 
9  

https://www.dutchnews.nl/news 
/2019/11/minister-survives-no-c 
onıdence-vote-over-iraq-bombi 
ng-deaths/  

Dutch b
News  

Minister   survives   no   conıdence   vote   over b
Iraq   bombing   deaths  

11/7/1 
9  

https://wnl.tv/2019/11/07/heer 
ma-verbaast-zich-over-kritiek-v 
vd-op-bijleveld-herken-ik-totaal 
-niet/  WNL  

Heerma   (CDA)   is   surprised   by   VVD b
criticism   of   Bijleveld:   'I   don't   recognize   at b
all'  
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11/7/1 
9  

https://nltimes.nl/2019/11/07/so 
ldiers-accuse-mp-inciting-hatre 
d-calling-civilian-casualties-ira 
q-airstrikes-murder  NL   Times  

SOLDIERS   ACCUSE   MP   OF   INCITING b
HATRED   BY   CALLING   CIVILIAN b
CASUALTIES   IN   IRAQ   AIRSTRIKES b
'MURDER'  

11/7/1 
9  

https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2019 
/11/07/bijlevelds-probleem-is-n 
u-ook-ruttes-probleem-a397959 
3  NRC  

Bijlevelds   probleem   is   nu   ook   Ruttes b
probleem  

11/9/1 
9  

https://www.rtlnieuws.nl/nieuw 
s/politiek/artikel/4914526/rutte- 
over-de-burgerdoden-irak-bij-aa 
nval-f16  RTL   News  

Rutte   remains   silent   about   civilian   deaths b
in   Iraq,   does   not   fear   position  

11/25/ 
19  

https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2019 
/11/25/rutte-vermoedelijk-ingeli 
cht-a3981630  NRC  

Rutte   ŕvermoedelijkŖ   ingelicht   over   aanval b
Hawija  

11/26/ 
19  

https://nltimes.nl/2019/11/26/f 
mr-defense-min-may-informed- 
dutch-pm-civilian-casualties-ira 
q-bombings  NL   Times  

FMR.   DEFENSE   MIN.   MAY   HAVE b
INFORMED   DUTCH   PM   ABOUT b
CIVILIAN   CASUALTIES   IN   IRAQ b
BOMBINGS  

11/26/ 
19  

https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2019 
/11/26/niemand-vroeg-door-na- 
de-bom-op-hawija-a3981659  NRC  Niemand   vroeg   door   na   de   bom   op   Hawija  

11/28/ 
19  

https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2019 
/11/28/al-vier-jaar-berichten-ov 
er-zeventig-doden-a3982087  NRC  Al   vier   jaar   berichten   over   zeventig   doden  

11/29/ 
19  

https://airwars.org/news-and-in 
vestigations/61891/  Airwars  

Dutch   Ministry   of   Defence   promises b
signiıcant   transparency   changes  

12/3/1 
9  

https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2019 
/12/03/veel-bronnen-voor-hawij 
a-onderzoek-maar-die-zijn-wel- 
gebrekkig-a3982514  NRC  

Veel   bronnen   voor   Hawija-onderzoek   maar b
die   zijn   wel   gebrekkig  
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E;+,B,7   *:    EYLGHQFH   I   HDYH   VLVLWHG  
SLWH   OI   ALUVWULNH   IQFLGHQW   AQG  

IQWHUYLHZHG   SXUYLYRUV   
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January   25,   2018  
https://twitter.com/AzmatZahra/status/956615562033016832  
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E;+,B,7   ,:    OWKHU   NHZV   6WRULHV  
RHJDUGLQJ   RHSULVDO   9LROHQFH  

  

Case 1:21-cv-08105   Document 1-2   Filed 09/30/21   Page 44 of 91



SWUeam of floaWing bodieV neaU MoVXl
UaiVeV feaUV of UepUiValV b\ IUaTi
miliWiaV
UnidenWified coUSVeV aUe being fiVhed oXW of Whe TigUiV UiYeU, ZiWh hXman UighWV
obVeUYeUV VXggeVWing goYeUnmenW foUceV aUe behind Whe deaWhV

Fa]eO HaZUaP\ iQ Qa\\aUah
Sat 15 Jul º17°04.00°EDT

2,�04

T he bodieV ZaVhed XS ZiWh gUim UegXlaUiW\ on Whe bankV of Whe TigUiV doZnVWUeam fUom MoVXl, a
dail\ UemindeU of Whe YicioXV fighW againVWɾIVlamic SWaWeɾWhaW Sla\ed oXW a feZ do]en mileV aZa\.

 
All ZeUe heaYil\ decomSoVed, moVW boXnd and blindfolded, Vome mXWilaWed. The coUSVeV began aUUiYing
laVW VSUing, bXW aV Whe miVVion Wo oXVW IViV fighWeUV fUom Whe once-WhUiYing ciW\ inWenVified, Vo Woo did Whe
nXmbeU of dead floaWing WoZaUdV Whe ZeVW bank WoZn of Qa\\aUah.

³I Vee dead bodieV in Whe ZaWeU dail\,´ Vaid Ahmed Mohammed, a dUiYeU, VSeaking eaUlieU WhiV \eaU. ³The
nXmbeU haV incUeaVed Vince eaUl\ ASUil. TheUe ZeUe fiYe bodieV floaWing in Whe UiYeU UecenWl\ in one Vingle
da\. The\ aUe \oXng men ZiWh WheiU handV Wied behind WheiU back and aUe blindfolded.´

 
IUaTi SUime miniVWeU HaideU al-Abadi WhiV Zeek declaUed YicWoU\ afWeU neaUl\ nine monWhV of fieUce
fighWing Wo diVSlace Whe e[WUemiVW gUoXS fUom Whe ciW\ ZheUe iW SUoclaimed iWV ³caliShaWe´ in 2014. BXW aV
MoVXl lieV in UXinV ± andɾWhe laVW Zomen and childUen emeUge fUom Whe UXbbleɾ± a blood\ SicWXUe of
WheɾcamSaign¶V imSacW iV emeUging.

Local SeoSle Zho VSoWWed coUSVeV midVWUeam ZoXld WU\ Wo caWch Whem and When call Whe aUm\,
Mohammed Vaid. SoldieUV When Wake Whem Wo a makeVhifW moUgXe aW Whe ciW\¶V geneUal hoVSiWal, UXn b\
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MaQVRXU MaURRf MaQVRXU.

MRVW Rf Whe dead fRXQd iQ Whe UiYeU ZiWh VRPe ideQWifiable feaWXUeV iQWacW ZeUe \RXQg PeQ ZhR aSSeaUed
WR be iQ WheiU laWe 20V, Vaid MaQVRXU, bXW he haV leaUQed liWWle elVe abRXW ZhR Whe\ ZeUe.

 
³We caQ¶W ideQWif\ Whe bRdieV iQ Whe UiYeU. The\ aUe YeU\ decRPSRVed aQd WheUe iV QRWhiQg RQ WheP WR XVe
fRU ideQWificaWiRQ,´ he Vaid, VWaQdiQg iQ a URRP filled ZiWh dR]eQV Rf bRd\bagV. NRQe had beeQ claiPed,
aQd eYeQ WhaW WRll Rf Whe XQkQRZQ dead iV QRW e[haXVWiYe; VRPe bRdieV aUe lRVW.

³(OQce) Whe bRd\ Rf a bR\ alVR flRaWed b\ bXW Ze cRXld QRW caWch iW aV iW ZaV WRR VPall aQd ZeQW WhURXgh
Whe gaSV iQ Whe baUUieU,´ Vaid Whe dUiYeU MRhaPPed, ZhR iV haXQWed b\ gXilW aW leWWiQg Whe \RXQg bR\
dUifW aZa\.

HXPaQ UighWV RUgaQiVaWiRQV had UaiVed alaUP abRXW Whe QXPbeU Rf XQVRlYed killiQgV iQ aQd
aURXQdɾMRVXlɾciW\ aQd iQ SaUWicXlaU Whe cRUSVeV ZaVhiQg XS alRQg Whe TigUiV UiYeU. HXPaQ RighWV WaWch
(HRW) Vaid eYideQce SRiQWV WR gRYeUQPeQW fRUceV, killiQg VXVSecWed IViV PePbeUV RU cRllabRUaWRUV
ZiWhRXW WUial RU dXe SURceVV.

WaUQiQg Rf Whe killiQgV iQ ASUil,ɾLaPa Fakih, deSXW\ Middle EaVW diUecWRU fRU HRW Vaid: ³The bRdieV Rf
bRXQd aQd bliQdfRlded PeQ aUe beiQg fRXQd RQe afWeU Whe RWheU iQ aQd aURXQd MRVXl aQd iQ Whe TigUiV

°Qa``aYah hVZWi[al. PhV[VgYaWh: Faael Ha^Yam`

Ad]eY[iZemeU[

Case 1:21-cv-08105   Document 1-2   Filed 09/30/21   Page 46 of 91



ULYHU, UaLVLQJ VHULRXV cRQcHUQV abRXW H[WUaMXGLcLaO NLOOLQJV b\ JRYHUQPHQW IRUcHV. TKH OacN RI aQ\
aSSaUHQW JRYHUQPHQW acWLRQ WR LQYHVWLJaWH WKHVH GHaWKV XQGHUPLQHV WKH JRYHUQPHQW¶V VWaWHPHQWV RQ
SURWHcWLQJ GHWaLQHH ULJKWV.´

 
LLWWOH KaV bHHQ GRQH WR LQYHVWLJaWH WKH NLOOLQJV, KRZHYHU. ³TKH KRUURUV WKaW WKH SHRSOH RI MRVXO KaYH
ZLWQHVVHG aQG WKH GLVUHJaUG IRU KXPaQ OLIH b\ aOO SaUWLHV WR WKLV cRQIOLcW PXVW QRW JR XQSXQLVKHG,´ L\QQ
MaaORXI, UHVHaUcK GLUHcWRU IRUɾAPQHVW\ IQWHUQaWLRQaOɾLQ WKH MLGGOH EaVW, VaLG.

TKH YLROHQcH XSVWUHaP caVWV a ORQJ VKaGRZ LQ Qa\\aUaK, ZKLcK ZaV IUHHG IURP IVLV UXOH aW WKH VWaUW RI WKH
QLQH-PRQWK MRVXO caPSaLJQ. MRVW UHVLGHQWV aUH UHOXcWaQW HYHQ WR WaON abRXW WKH bRGLHV LQ WKH ULYHU. ³I
GRQ¶W NQRZ aQ\WKLQJ abRXW WKaW VXbMHcW,´ VaLG RQH ILVKPRQJHU LQ WKH QHZO\ UH-RSHQHG PaUNHW, bX]]LQJ
ZLWK VROGLHUV aQG PLOLWLa ILJKWHUV.

IVLV H[SORLWHG IUaT¶V VHcWaULaQ WHQVLRQV WR IacLOLWaWH LWV ULVH WR SRZHU. MaQ\ SXQQLV ZKR IHOW
GLVHQIUaQcKLVHG b\ WKH SKLa PaMRULW\ JRYHUQPHQW RU IHaUHG bHcRPLQJ WaUJHWV RI VHcXULW\ IRUcHV
ZHOcRPHG RU aW OHaVW WROHUaWHG WKH JURXS¶V aUULYaO LQ 2014. AV WKH H[WUHPLVP aQG YLROHQcH RI IVLV ZRUOG
YLHZ bHcaPH cOHaUHU, PaQ\ SXQQLV OHIW RU SULYaWHO\ WXUQHG aJaLQVW WKH JURXS, bXW VXVSLcLRQV RI
cROOabRUaWLRQ OLQJHU aQG LQ VRPH SXQQL aUHaV a VHQVH RI aSSUHKHQVLRQ UHPaLQV.

³BORRG IRU bORRG,´ UHaGV JUaIILWL RQ a ZaOO RI a KRXVH LQ Qa\\aUaK WKaW ORcaOV Va\ bHORQJHG WR AOL KKHWKHU,
a ZHOO-NQRZQ IVLV cRPPaQGHU ZKR KaG OLYHG LQ WKH WRZQ. HH LV GHVcULbHG b\ RQH aV ³TKH cKLOG RI
aGXOWHU\, AOL KKHWKHU, WKH DaHVKL´ ± a QaPH WKaW UHIHUV WR DaHVK, a SHMRUaWLYH QaPH IRU IVLV.

CORVH b\ VWaQGV WKH WRZQ¶V VPaOO VWaGLXP ZKHUH IVLV, ZLWK WKH aLG RI ORcaO SHRSOH, NLOOHG GR]HQV, ZLWK WKH
PRVW cXUVRU\ RI WULaOV, RQ cKaUJHV UaQJLQJ IURP VS\LQJ IRU WKH VHcXULW\ VHUYLcHV WR KRPRVH[XaOLW\

NRZ aV IVLV UHWUHaWV WR WKH S\ULaQ cLW\ RI RaTTa aQG GHVHUW aUHaV RI ZHVWHUQɾIUaT, WKRVH ZKR ZHUH RQ WKH
UHcHLYLQJ HQG RI WKHLU bUXWaOLW\ IRU RYHU WZR \HaUV KaYH VHW XS WKHLU RZQ PLOLWLa JURXSV. LRRVHO\ aWWacKHG
WR WKH PRSXOaU MRbLOLVaWLRQ UQLWV (PMU), WKH\ aUH WaNLQJ WKH OaZ LQWR WKHLU RZQ KaQGV.

³PMU PLOLWLaV KaYH caUULHG RXW a V\VWHPaWLc SaWWHUQ RI YLROaWLRQV, LQcOXGLQJ HQIRUcHG
GLVaSSHaUaQcH,ɾH[WUaMXGLcLaO H[HcXWLRQVɾaQG RWKHU XQOaZIXO NLOOLQJV aQG WRUWXUH RI SXQQL AUab PHQ aQG
bR\V, VHHPLQJO\ LQ UHYHQJH IRU IS aWWacNV,´ VaLG APQHVW\ IQWHUQaWLRQaO LQ a UHSRUW HaUOLHU WKLV \HaU.

SHcXULW\ IRUcHV ZKR UHWRRN WKH WRZQ IRXQG WKH bRGLHV RI PaQ\ IVLV YLcWLPV WKaW KaG bHHQ GXPSHG LQ WKH
ULYHU, VaLG WaOLG KKaOHG aQ RIILcHU aW Qa\\aUaK SROLcH VWaWLRQ, bXW KH KaG QR LGHa ZKR WKH PRUH UHcHQW
ZaYHV RI GHaG PLJKW bH. ³WH GRQ¶W NQRZ ZKHUH WKH\ cRPH IURP, WKH\ aUH XQLGHQWLILHG,´ KH VaLG.

SRPH LQ WKH WRZQ Va\ WKH bRGLHV aUH PRUH IVLV YLcWLPV NLOOHG b\ WKH OaVW ILJKWHUV KROHG XS LQ MRVXO, bXW
WKH IUaTL VHcXULW\ IRUcHV KaG bORcNHG WKH ULYHU aURXQG 20NP RXWVLGH WKH cLW\ ZLWK a IORaWLQJ bRRP
GHVLJQHG WR VWRS ILJKWHUV VQHaNLQJ RXW RU UHLQIRUcHPHQWV JHWWLQJ LQ b\ ZaWHU. THUULWRU\ IXUWKHU GRZQ
ULYHU WRZaUGV Qa\\aUaK KaV bHHQ LQ WKH cRQWURO RI IUaTL VHcXULW\ IRUcHV IRU PRQWKV.

A VROGLHU JXaUGLQJ a IORaWLQJ bULGJH cRQQHcWLQJ MXQLUaK YLOOaJH, aURXQG 20NP VRXWK RI MRVXO RQ WKH
ZHVWHUQ baQN, UHIXVHG WR JLYH KLV QaPH, bXW aSSHaUHG WR cRQILUP WKaW H[WUaMXGLcLaO NLOOLQJV ZHUH WaNLQJ
SOacH bHVLGH WKH ULYHU.

HH VKRZHG WKH GXaUGLaQ a YLGHR RI KLPVHOI aQG RWKHU VROGLHUV, GUaJJLQJ a OLPS bRG\ ZLWK a bORRG\ IacH
aORQJ WKH HGJH RI WKH ZaWHU. ³HH ZaV DaHVK KLGLQJ LQ WKH UHHGV aQG ZH NLOOHG KLP,´ WKH VROGLHU VaLG ZLWK
VaWLVIacWLRQ.
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6HARE

:ORLD ISIS <A=IDIS IRAQ

MLOLWLaPeQ IURP IUaT¶V SeUVecXWed Ya]LdL cRPPXQLW\ KaYe beeQ accXVed RI e[ecXWLQJ 52 cLYLOLaQV b\ WKe LQWeUQaWLRQaO
NGO HXPaQ RLJKWV WaWcK, ZKLcK VaLd LW beOLeYed WKe\ ZeUe UeYeQJe NLOOLQJV.

TKe U.S.baVed ULJKWV JURXS VaLd LQ a UeSRUW WedQeVda\ WKaW RQ JXQe 4, Ya]LdL ILJKWeUV IURP IUaT¶V SRSXOaU PRbLOL]aWLRQ
IRUceV deWaLQed aQd WKeQ NLOOed dR]eQV RI cLYLOLaQV, LQcOXdLQJ cKLOdUeQ, IURP a WULbe aV WKe\ IOed cOaVKeV beWZeeQ IVOaPLc
SWaWe PLOLWaQW JURXS (ISIS) aQd IUaTL JRYeUQPeQW IRUceV.

ReOaWed: AfWeU ISIS defeaW, PiOOiRQV Rf ShiiWe MXVOiPV Pake ZRUOd¶V OaUgeVW SiOgUiPage iQ IUaT

KeeS US WLWh ThLV SWRU\ AQd MRUe¬B\ SXbVcULbLQg NRZ
TKe Ya]LdLV, ZKR VXIIeUed VRPe RI WKe ZRUVW YLROeQce YLVLWed RQ eWKQLc PLQRULWLeV b\ ISIS aV LW RYeUUaQ WRZQV aQd YLOOaJeV
LQ QRUWKeUQ IUaT LQ 2014, UeSRUWedO\ YLeZed WKe WULbe aV KaYLQJ beeQ cRPSOLcLW LQ WKe e[WUePLVWV' aWURcLWLeV.

OQe OeJaO adYLVRU IRU WKe E]LdNKaQ BULJade, ZKLcK LV accXVed RI caUU\LQJ RXW WKe NLOOLQJV, VaLd WKe ORcaO WULbe ZeUe ³dRJV
ZKR deVeUYed WR dLe.´

%< CALL8M PA7ON 21 12/28/17 $7 8:29 $0

RE9ENGE: <A=IDI6 ACC86ED OF E;EC87ING IRAQI CI7I=EN6, INCL8DING
CHILDREN, O9ER I6I6 GENOCIDE

01�2�01�4�

8.6. EDI7I21 6IG1 I1 68B6C5IBE
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KXUdLVK PeVKPeUJa VKRZ ZKaW WKe\ Va\ LV a PaVV JUaYe Rf PRUe WKaQ 50 Ya]LdLV NLOOed b\ ISIL RQ NRYePbeU 15, 2015 LQ
SLQMaU, IUaT. KXUdLVK fRUceV, ZLWK WKe aLd Rf PaVVLYe U.S.-Oed cRaOLWLRQ aLUVWULNeV, OLbeUaWed SLQMaU fURP ISIS e[WUePLVWV.

JOHN MOORE/GETTY IMAGES

The UQiWed NaWiRQV haV Vaid Whe V\VWePaWic NiOOiQg aQd VXbMXgaWiRQ Rf Whe Ya]idiV caUUied RXW b\ ISIS aPRXQW WR acWV Rf
geQRcide. The PiOiWaQW gURXS NiOOed WhRXVaQdV fURP Whe KXUdiVhVSeaNiQg PiQRUiW\ ZhR Whe\ deePed WR be heUeWicV fRU
WheiU adheUeQce WR a QRQMXVOiP faiWh.

ISIS aOVR abdXcWed WhRXVaQdV Rf ZRPeQ aQd giUOV ZhR Whe\ NeSW aV Ve[ VOaYeV, VeQdiQg RUShaQed Ya]idi bR\V WR PiOiWaU\
WUaiQiQg caPSV.

HRZeYeU, HXPaQ RighWV WaWch haV accXVed fighWeUV fURP Whe gURXS, ZRUNiQg aORQgVide IUaTi gRYeUQPeQW fRUceV iQ
fighWiQg ISIS iQ Whe QRUWh Rf Whe cRXQWU\ RYeU Whe cRXUVe Rf Whe OaVW \eaU, Rf caUU\iQg RXW a VeUieV Rf UeSUiVaO NiOOiQgV. AV ZeOO
aV Whe JXQe e[ecXWiRQV, Ya]idi fighWeUV aUe iPSOicaWed iQ WZR RWheU iQcideQWV Rf eQfRUced diVaSSeaUaQce.

³AV Whe gURXQd fighWiQg agaiQVW [ISIS] ZiQdV dRZQ iQ IUaT, VWaWe VecXUiW\ fRUceV Qeed WR WXUQ WheiU fRcXV WR SUeYeQWiQg
UeWaOiaWiRQ aQd XShROdiQg Whe UXOe Rf OaZ,´ Vaid LaPa FaNih, deSXW\ MiddOe EaVW diUecWRU aW HXPaQ RighWV WaWch.

³PaVW aWURciWieV agaiQVW Whe Ya]idiV dRQ¶W giYe iWV aUPed fRUceV a fUee SaVV WR cRPPiW abXVeV agaiQVW RWheU gURXSV,
ZhaWeYeU WheiU SaVW.´

The IUaTi gRYeUQPeQW haV decOaUed YicWRU\ agaiQVW ISIS, afWeU Whe PiOiWaQWV ZeUe dUiYeQ RXW Rf WheiU de facWR caSiWaO iQ Whe
QaWiRQ¶V VecRQd OaUgeVW ciW\ Rf MRVXO iQ JXO\. SiQce WheQ IUaTi fedeUaO aQWiWeUURU fRUceV, Whe aUP\ aQd SRSXOaU PiOiWiaV haYe
e[SXQged Whe e[WUePiVWV fURP WheiU OaVW eQcOaYeV RQ Whe cRXQWU\¶V eaVWeUQ bRUdeU ZiWh S\Uia.
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Despite the massive territorial gains Iraqi Kurdish officials have said around 3,200 Ya]idi women and girls abducted b\
ISIS remain missing.
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°Baghdad± Ô I/aqi securit6 forces and militias affiliated
4ith the go3ernment appear to ha3e unla4full6 e5ecuted
at least ��� prisoners in si5 Iraqi cities and 3illages since
June �¿ ����¾ In all but one case¿ the e5ecutions took place
4hile the fighters 4ere fleeing Islamic State of Iraq and
Sham °ISIS± and other armed groups¾ The 3ast majorit6 of

IUaT: CamSaign of MaVV MXUdeUV of SXnni
PUiVoneUV
Set International Inquiry Into Massacres by Security Forces, Allied Militias

July żż, Ž�żſ żŽ:��AM EDT Available In اόϟربϳة  EngliVh  FUan©aiV

� � � �

Members of the Iraqi securit6 forces patrol an area near the borders bet4een
Karbala Pro3ince and Anbar Pro3ince on June ��¿ ����¾ » ���� Reuters¾

Email address Count Me In ×

0ec2/i16 fo/ce0 and mili1ia0 a/e Shia¿ 4hile 1he m2/de/ed
p/i0one/0 4e/e S2nni¾ A1 lea01 eigh1 of 1ho0e killed 4e/e
bo60 2nde/ age ��¾

The ma00 e51/aj2dicial killing0 ma6 be e3idence of 4a/
c/ime0 o/ c/ime0 again01 h2mani16¿ and appea/ 1o be
/e3enge killing0 fo/ a1/oci1ie0 b6 ISIS¿ a S2nni e51/emi01
g/o2p 1ha1 in 1he pa01 mon1h ha0 cap12/ed la/ge a/ea0 f/om
1he ShiaÒled cen1/al go3e/nmen1¾ ISIS¿ 4hich on J2ne ��
changed i10 name 1o I0lamic S1a1e¿ 02mma/il6 e5ec21ed
0co/e0 of cap12/ed 0oldie/0¿ Shia mili1iamen¿ and Shia
/eligio20 mino/i1ie0 in a/ea0 i1 con1/ol0¾

ÈG2nning do4n p/i0one/0 i0 an o21/ageo20 3iola1ion of
in1e/na1ional la4¿É 0aid Joe Stork¿ dep216 Middle Ea01
di/ec1o/ a1 H2man Righ10 Wa1ch¾ ÈWhile 1he 4o/ld /igh1l6
deno2nce0 1he a1/ocio20 ac10 of ISIS¿ i1 0ho2ld no1 12/n a
blind e6e 1o 0ec1a/ian killing 0p/ee0 b6 go3e/nmen1 and
p/oÒgo3e/nmen1 fo/ce0¾É

An in1e/na1ional commi00ion of inq2i/6 o/ a 0imila/
mechani0m 0ho2ld in3e01iga1e 0e/io20 3iola1ion0 of 1he
la40 of 4a/ and in1e/na1ional h2man /igh10 la4 b6 all 0ide0
in 1he I/aq conflic1¿ incl2ding b6 go3e/nmen1 fo/ce0¿ p/oÒ
go3e/nmen1 mili1ia0¿ and ISIS and a00ocia1ed fo/ce0¿
H2man Righ10 Wa1ch 0aid¾ The inq2i/6 0ho2ld be
manda1ed 1o e01abli0h 1he fac10¿ and iden1if6 1ho0e
/e0pon0ible fo/ 0e/io20 3iola1ion0 4i1h a 3ie4 1o en02/ing
1ha1 1he6 a/e held acco2n1able¾ The inq2i/6 0ho2ld collec1
and con0e/3e info/ma1ion /ela1ed 1o ab20e0 fo/ f212/e 20e
b6 j2dicial in01i121ion0¾

H2man Righ10 Wa1ch doc2men1ed fi3e ma00ac/e0 of
p/i0one/0 be14een J2ne � and �� Ô in Mo02l and Tal Afa/ in
no/1he/n Nine3eh p/o3ince¿ in Baaq2ba and J2ma/khe in
ea01e/n Di6ala p/o3ince¿ and in Ra4a in 4e01e/n Anba/
p/o3ince¾ In each a11ack¿ 01a1emen10 b6 4i1ne00e0¿ 0ec2/i16
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forces and go3ernment officials indicate that Iraqi soldiers
or police¿ proÒgo3ernment Shia militias¿ or combinations
of the three e5trajudiciall6 e5ecuted the prisoners¿ in
nearl6 all cases b6 shooting them¾ In one case the killers
also set do7ens of prisoners on fire¿ and in t4o cases the6
thre4 grenades into cells¾

More than a do7en residents and acti3ists in the attack
areas told Human Rights Watch the6 belie3ed that as ISIS
began freeing Sunni prisoners else4here as it ad3anced
south¿ Iraqi securit6 forces and militia killed the prisoners
to pre3ent them from joining the rebellion¿ as 4ell as to
a3enge ISIS killings of capti3e go3ernment troops¾ The
murder of detainees during armed conflict is a 4ar crime
and¿ if carried out on a large scale or in a s6stematic
manner¿ as a state polic6¿ 4ould be a crime against
humanit6¾

Iraqs go3ernment has in the past denied allegations that it
summaril6 e5ecuted prisoners¾ The Defense and Interior
Ministries did not repl6 to requests for comment from
Human Rights Watch on the fi3e cases it documented¾

Human Rights Watch inter3ie4ed more than �� people in
person or b6 telephone about the fi3e attacks¾ The6
included 4itnesses and relati3es of those killed¿ securit6
and other go3ernment officials¿ and local acti3ists¾ Man6
had fled their homes and spoke on condition of anon6mit6¿
fearing reprisals b6 go3ernment forces¾ Human Rights
Watch also re3ie4ed 3ideo footage¿ still photos and media
reports of the killings¾

Re2ters ne4s agenc6¿ quoting police sources¿ reported
that in a si5th attack¿ on June �� in central Babil pro3ince¿
police e5ecuted �� prisoners in their cells in the cit6 of
Hilla before transferring their bodies to Baghdad later that
da6¾
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The go3ernmen1 has been figh1ing S2nni armed gro2ps in
Anbar since Jan2ar6 �¾ ISIS and o1her S2nni armed gro2ps
cap12red Mos2l¿ IraqÇs secondÒlarges1 ci16 and capi1al of
Nine3eh pro3ince¿ on J2ne ��¿ 1hen mo3ed 1hro2gh o1her
areas across Iraq¾

The majori16 of prisoners killed in 1he fi3e a11acks had
been ro2nded 2p 2nder ar1icle � of IraqÇs an1iÒ1errorism
la4¿ b21 had no1 been charged 4i1h an6 crime¾ Some had
been imprisoned for mon1hs¿ 4hile o1hers 4ere de1ained
shor1l6 af1er ISIS began i1s 1akeo3er of Mos2l on J2ne �¾

In 1he firs1 a11ack¿ on 1he nigh1 of J2ne �¿ prison g2ards
remo3ed �� S2nni prisoners from 1heir cells a1 1he
Co2n1er1errorism and Organi7ed Crime prison¿ in 1he
hear1 of Mos2l¿ a former prisoner 1old CNN. The prisoner
la1er 1old H2man Righ1s Wa1ch 1ha1 1he men 4ere S2nnis
from 1he minori16 T2rkmen comm2ni16¾ Amnesty
International q2o1ed a second prisoner as sa6ing 1he
g2ards remo3ed �� prisoners and 1ha1 he 1hen heard
g2nfire¾ A shor1 1ime la1er¿ bo1h prisoners said¿ a prison
g2ard 1hre4 a hand grenade in1o one cell¾ The prisoner
4ho spoke 4i1h Amnes16 said si5 prisoners 4ere killed in
1he grenade a11ack¾

T4o da6s la1er¿ Mos2l residen1s disco3ered ��
decomposing bodies of men 4ho had been sho1¿ and in
some cases handc2ffed or blindfolded¿ near an abandoned
po1a1o 4areho2se in Mos2l¿ 14o residen1s and 1he prisoner
4ho spoke 4i1h H2man Righ1s Wa1ch said¾ Tha1 prisoner
said he 4en1 1o 1he si1e and recogni7ed 14o fello4
prisoners 4ho had been among 1he �� men led a4a6 b6 1he
prison g2ards¾

In one of 1he follo4ing a11acks¿ on J2ne �� in Tal Afar¿ ��
kilome1ers 4es1 of Mos2l¿ 1hree or fo2r g2nmen 4hom
4i1nesses said 4ere Shia mili1iamen opened fire 4i1h
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a00a2l1 /ifle0 and o1he/ 4eapon0 in fo2/ cell0 of 1ha1 ci16Ç0
Co2n1e/1e//o/i0m and O/gani7ed C/ime p/i0on¾ Wi1ne00e0¿
local go3e/nmen1 official0¿ and local ci3il 0ocie16 ac1i3i010
1old H2man Righ10 Wa1ch 1ha1 1he a11ack killed a1 lea01 ��
p/i0one/0¾ The a11ack 1ook place befo/e da4n¿ a0 ISIS 4a0
poi0ed 1o cap12/e Tal Afa/¿ and 1he dead incl2ded 1h/ee
1eenage bo60¿ 1he6 0aid¾

The co2n1e/1e//o/i0m p/i0on in Tal Afa/ i0 a b/anch of 1he
co2n1e/1e//o/i0m p/i0on in Mo02l¿ a local go3e/nmen1
official 0aid¾ Bo1h 4e/e 2nde/ 1he con1/ol of 1he In1e/io/
Mini01/6¿ 4ho0e ac1ing head i0 P/ime Mini01e/ N2/i alÒ
Maliki¾

Tha1 0ame nigh1¿ acco/ding 1o police and go3e/nmen1
0o2/ce0¿ �� de1ainee0 4e/e killed in0ide 1he alÒWahda
police 01a1ion¿ nea/ Baa.2ba¿ 1he capi1al of Di6ala p/o3ince¿
�� kilome1e/0 no/1hea01 of Baghdad¾ Police 0o2/ce0 1old
H2man Righ10 Wa1ch 1ha1 1he p/i0one/0 died in c/o00fi/e
d2/ing an ISIS a11ack on 1he p/i0on¿ b21 o1he/ local ci3il
go3e/nmen1 official0 0aid 1ha1 p/i0on g2a/d0 and Shia
mili1iamen killed 1he p/i0one/0¾

A medical 4o/ke/ a1 Baa.2ba gene/al ho0pi1al¿ 4he/e fi/01
/e0ponde/0 1ook 1he dead p/i0one/0¿ 1old H2man Righ10
Wa1ch 1ha1 he 0a4 1he �� bodie0¾ All 4e/e 0ho1 in 1he head
e5ec21ionÒ016le and 1hei/ limb0 4e/e b/oken¿ he 0aid¾
Ano1he/ de1ainee¿ Ahmed Zeidan¿ 1he onl6 kno4n 02/3i3o/¿
died 1he ne51 da6 an ho2/ af1e/ police 1ook him f/om 1he
ho0pi1al 4he/e he 4a0 being 1/ea1ed¾

The medical 4o/ke/ 0aid 1he police came fo/ Zeidan
0ho/1l6 af1e/ he 1old 1he Di6ala go3e/no/¿ Ame/ alÒ
M2jamaii¿ f/om hi0 ho0pi1al bed 1ha1 p/i0on g2a/d0 and
Shia mili1iamen ca//ied o21 1he a11ack¾ When 1he police
/e12/ned Zeidan¿ 1he medical 4o/ke/ 0aid¿ he 4a0 dead¾Email address CoXnt Me In �

The medical 4orker 0aid he 0a4 b2lle1 4o2nd0 in ZeidanÇ0
01omach and leg0¿ 4hich had no1 been 1here before he had
been 1aken a4a6 from 1he ho0pi1al¾

On 1he morning of J2ne ��¿ proÒgo3ernmen1 Shia
mili1iamen killed a1 lea01 �� male pri0oner0 in0ide an arm6
ba0e in 1he 3illage of J2markhe¿ al0o in Di6ala¾ A1 lea01
1hree 4ere bo60¿ 0aid a man 4ho 0a4 1he bodie0 and a
0oldier from 1he ba0e¾ All 4ere S2nni0 4hom Iraqi force0
had ro2nded 2p a 4eek 1o �� da60 earlier from J2markhe
and 02rro2nding 3illage0¿ and all had been b2rned 1o dea1h
or 0ho1¿ 1he6 0aid¾

In Ra4a¿ on J2ne ��¿ 0oldier0 from 1he alÒJa7eera and
Badi66a opera1ion0 command¿ 4hich o3er0ee0 1he Iraqi
go3ernmen1Ç0 mili1ar6 opera1ion0 in Anbar pro3ince¿ killed
�� pri0oner0 and inj2red 1hree o1her0 4hom 1he6 4ere
holding in 1heir mili1ar6 ba0e¿ according 1o a Ra4a re0iden1
4ho fo2nd 1he bodie0 in 1he pri0on a 0hor1 4hile la1er and
0poke 1o 1he 1hree 02r3i3or0¾ The 02r3i3or0 1old him police
killed 1he pri0oner0¿ he 0aid¿ and 14o 4ere bo60 age0 �� and
��¾

T4o da60 la1er¿ on J2ne ��¿ �� pri0oner0 4ere killed in
Hilla¿ according 1o fig2re0 police 0o2rce0 ga3e 1o Re21er0¾
HillaÇ0 go3ernor 1old Re21er0 1ha1 1he pri0oner0 4ere killed
a0 police 4ere 1ran0por1ing 1hem from a pri0on in Hilla 1o
ano1her pri0on in Baghdad 4hen armed oppo0i1ion
mili1an10 a11acked 1he con3o6¾ B21 police 0o2rce0 1old
Re21er0 1ha1 police e51raj2diciall6 e5ec21ed 1he men in
1heir Hilla pri0on cell0¾

H2man Righ10 Wa1ch 0poke 1o �� re0iden10¿ 14o local
h2man righ10 ac1i3i010 and �� local go3ernmen1 official0¾
Tho0e 4i1h kno4ledge of each epi0ode 0aid 1ha1 mili1ia
from 1he Badr brigade¿ headed b6 Tran0por1 Mini01er Hadi
alÒAmeri¿ 4ere in3ol3ed in 1he a11ack0 on 1he pri0oner0 in

Email address CoXnt Me In �

Tal Afa/ and J2ma/khe¿ and 1ha1 A0aÇib Ahl alÒHaqq¿ a
po4e/f2l p/oÒgo3e/nmen1 Shia mili1ia ac1i3e in Baghdad¿
a/ea0 a/o2nd 1he capi1ol¿ and Di6ala¿ al0o ca//ied o21 1he
killing0 in J2ma/khe and facili1a1ed 1he police in 1he
p/i0one/ killing0 in Baaq2ba¾

An in1e/na1ional inq2i/6 in1o 3iola1ion0 of 1he la40 of 4a/
and in1e/na1ional h2man /igh10 la4 b6 all 0ide0 in 1he I/aq
conflic1 in3e01iga1ion 0ho2ld incl2de e5amining 4he1he/
0ec2/i16 fo/ce0¿ 4o/king 4i1h p/oÒgo3e/nmen1 mili1ia0¿
ha3e p/eÒemp1i3el6 killed p/i0one/0¾ The Uni1ed S1a1e0 and
o1he/ co2n1/ie0 engaged in I/aq 0ho2ld hal1 mili1a/6
a00i01ance 1o 1he Maliki go3e/nmen1 2n1il i1 1ake0 conc/e1e
01ep0 1o hal1 c/ime0 like killing p/i0one/0¿ H2man Righ10
Wa1ch 0aid¾

Maliki al0o need0 1o /emo3e and p/o0ec21e all
commande/0 in3ol3ed in 1he0e 0la2gh1e/0¿ H2man Righ10
Wa1ch 0aid¾ Killing p/i0one/0¿ e3en 1ho0e 4ho 4e/e
comba1an10¿ i0 a 4a/ c/ime¾

ÈIn each ca0e 1ha1 H2man Righ10 Wa1ch in3e01iga1ed¿ 1he
acco2n10 4e hea/d poin1 di/ec1l6 1o I/aqi 0ec2/i16 fo/ce0
and p/oÒgo3e/nmen1 mili1ia 0la2gh1e/ing cap1i3e men in
la/ge n2mbe/0 a0 ISIS and allied figh1e/0 4e/e poi0ed 1o
0ei7e 1he a/ea¿É S1o/k 0aid¾ ÈThi0 i0nÇ1 one /og2e
commande/ on 1he loo0e Ô 1hi0 0eem0 1o be a 4ide0p/ead
campaign of killing S2nni p/i0one/0 in cold blood¾É

For additional details on the cases Human Rights
Watch documented, please see below.

Mosul: Prison Attack and Bodies Outside Potato
Warehouse  
On 1he nigh1 of J2ne �¿ ho2/0 befo/e ISIS cap12/ed Mo02l
1he follo4ing mo/ning¿ I/aqi go3e/nmen1 g2a/d0 a1 1he
ci16Ç0 Co2n1e/1e//o/i0m and O/gani7ed C/ime p/i0on
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appear 1o ha3e e5ec21ed �� pri0oner0¿ 1hen d2mped 1hem
in a ra3ine¿ according 1o in1er3ie40 4i1h 1hree people 4ho
0a4 1he bodie0¿ and 1hree go3ernmen1 official0 4ho 0aid
1he6 4ere briefed on 1he killing0¾  A former pri0oner 0aid
one g2ard al0o 1hre4 a grenade in1o a cell¿ and a 0econd
pri0oner 1old Amne016 In1erna1ional 1ha1 1he grenade
a11ack killed a1 lea01 0i5 pri0oner0¾

ISIS figh1er0 en1ered 1he o210kir10 of Mo02l on J2ne �¾ B6
1he 1ime 1he6 cap12red 1he ci16 1he morning of J2ne ��¿
Iraqi force0 had abandoned 1heir po010¾ Three 4i1ne00e0
1old H2man Righ10 Wa1ch 1ha1 af1er figh1ing ended¿ and
re0iden10 emerged from 1heir home0 on J2ne �� and ��¿
1he6 0a4 abo21 �� decompo0ing bodie0 off 1he 0ide of 1he
road in an area 1ha1 had been 2nder arm6 con1rol¾

The bodie0 la6 in a ra3ine ne51 1o 1he AlÒKarama ind201rial
7one in ea01ern Mo02l¿ abo21 ��� me1er0 from a ba0e for
1he Iraqi arm6Ç0 �  di3i0ion and near an abandoned po1a1o
4areho20e¿ according 1o fo2r local and regional official0 a0
4ell a0 fo2r local re0iden10¾ A former pri0oner fir01
fea12red in a CNN repor1 1old H2man Righ10 Wa1ch 1ha1 a1
lea01 14o of 1he bodie0 4ere of �� fello4 de1ainee0 he kne4
from 1he Co2n1er1errori0m and Organi7ed Crime pri0on¿
4hom he 0a4 g2ard0 1ake a4a6 in handc2ff0 on Jan2ar6 �¾
The pri0on i0 in 1he Ha66 alÒTa6aran neighborhood¿ near
1he airpor1 and acro00 1he ci16 from 1he ind201rial 7one¾

T4o of 1he Mo02l re0iden10 0aid 1he6 0a4 1he bodie0 in 1he
ra3ine on 1he af1ernoon of J2ne ��¾ One of 1hem¿ a la46er¿
ga3e H2man Righ10 Wa1ch 3ideo foo1age and pho1o0 of 1he
0i1e¾ He 0aid he 4a0 dri3ing b6 1he po1a1o 4areho20e on
1he 4a6 back from checking on a rela1i3e and 01opped
4hen he 0a4 a large cro4d ga1hered off 1he 0ide of 1he
roadÀ

nd

Email address CoXnt Me In �

Case 1:21-cv-08105   Document 1-2   Filed 09/30/21   Page 52 of 91



The la46er said he did no1 kno4 4ho killed 1hem¾

The 3ideo clips and pho1os 1aken b6 1he la46er sho4 men
l6ing in con1or1ed posi1ions in 1he gra3el of a ra3ine¿ 4i1h
cro4ds of onlookers¿ incl2ding children¿ filming 1heir
corpses and s1epping o3er 1he bodies¾ Man6 of 1heir faces
4ere blackened beca2se of decomposi1ion¾ H2man Righ1s
Wa1ch co2n1ed �� bodies in 1he 3ideo and pho1os¿
incl2ding a1 leas1 one 4i1h handc2ffs and one 4i1h a
blindfold¾

Local and regional officials 4ho fled Mos2l af1er i1 fell 1o
ISIS confirmed 1he presence of 1he bodies in 1he ra3ine
and 1old H2man Righ1s Wa1ch 1he6 had been informed b6
local go3ernmen1 sec2ri16 so2rces 1ha1 1he6 4ere mos1
likel6 prisoners killed b6 Iraqi forces¾ The6 said 1he6 did
no1 ha3e addi1ional informa1ion beca2se of 1heir inabili16
1o in3es1iga1e inciden1s since 1he ci16Çs fall¾

Amnesty International and CNN¿ each ci1ing a differen1
former prisoner¿ repor1ed on J2ne �� and J2ne ��¿
respec1i3el6¿ 1ha1 1he bodies in 1he ra3ine 4ere 1hose of
prisoners in Mos2lÇs co2n1er1errorism prison¾ The former
prisoner 4ho spoke 4i1h Amnes16 said he sa4 g2ards 1ake
a4a6 �� prisoners on J2ne �¿ no1 �� as 1he o1her prisoner
1old CNN and H2man Righ1s Wa1ch¾

La1er 1ha1 nigh1¿ bo1h prisoners said¿ one g2ard opened a
cell and 1hre4 a grenade inside¾ The prisoner 4ho spoke
4i1h Amnes16 In1erna1ional said 1he grenade a11ack killed

The cro4d 4as filming some1hing¾ I go1 o21 of m6 car and 1ook

a look¾ Do4n in a cre3ice b6 1he side of 1he road I sa4 a pile of

bodies¾ Some of 1hem 4ere handc2ffed¾ Some of 1hem 4ere

blindfolded¾ Some appeared b2rned¾ Some of 1hem appeared 1o

be in pieces¾ The6 4ere no1 in 2niforms¾
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0i5 -/i0one/0 and inj2/ed 0e3e/al o1he/0¾

The -/i0one/ fi/01 in1e/3ie4ed b6 CNN 1old H2man Righ10
Wa1ch 1ha1 all �� -/i0one/0 1aken b6 1he g2a/d0 4e/e
S2nni0 f/om 1he mino/i16 T2/kmen comm2ni16 in Tal Afa/¾
La1e/ 1ha1 nigh1¿ he 0aid¿ ISIS en1e/ed 1he -/i0on and f/eed
1he /emaining inma1e0¾ The fo/me/ -/i0one/ 0aid 1ha1
4hen he hea/d abo21 1he bodie0 nea/ 1he -o1a1o
4a/eho20e¿ he 4en1 1o 0ee 1hem on J2l6 ��¾ He 0aid he
/ecogni7ed 14o f/iend0 among 1he �� 4hom he 0a4 g2a/d0
lead o21 of 1he -/i0on¾

Local and /egional official0 1old H2man Righ10 Wa1ch 1ha1
1he co2n1e/1e//o/i0m -/i0on a1 1he 1ime 4a0 2nde/ 1he
di/ec1 con1/ol of P/ime Mini01e/ Maliki¿ 4ho i0 al0o ac1ing
in1e/io/ mini01e/¾ One /egional official 0aid a 0ec2/i16
0o2/ce 4ho 4a0 in 1he -/i0on a1 1he 1ime 1old him 1ha1 an
office/ 4i1h 1he co2n1e/1e//o/i0m 2ni1 of I/a.Ç0 Na1ional
In3e01iga1ion and Info/ma1ion Di/ec1o/a1e¿ 4hich /an 1he
-/i0on¿ ca//ied o21 1he g/enade a11ack¿ 1h/o4ing 1h/ee
g/enade0 and killing a0 man6 a0 �� -/i0one/0¾ 

Tal AfarÀ Massacre a1 Cas1le Prison 
A1 abo21 � a¾m¾ on J2ne �� in Tal Afa/¿ �� kilome1e/0 4e01
of Mo02l¿ a1 a 0econd Co2n1e/1e//o/i0m and O/gani7ed
C/ime P/i0on in0ide a hi01o/ic hill1o- fo/1/e00 kno4n a0 1he
Ca01le¿ 1h/ee g2nmen killed a1 lea01 �� -/i0one/0¿ a1 lea01
1h/ee of 1hem bo60 age0 �� 1o ��¿ acco/ding 1o a local
go3e/nmen1 official and fo2/ fo/me/ -/i0one/0 4ho
4i1ne00ed 1he a11ack¾

The co2n1e/1e//o/i0m -/i0on in Tal Afa/ i0 a 02bÒ0ec1ion of
1he Co2n1e/1e//o/i0m and O/gani7ed C/ime -/i0on in
Mo02l¿ local and /egional official0 0aid¿ and i0 al0o 2nde/
1he command of alÒMaliki in hi0 ca-aci16 a0 ac1ing in1e/io/
mini01e/¾  Email address CoXnt Me In �

H2man Righ10 Wa1ch in1er3ie4ed fo2r pri0oner0 4ho
02r3i3ed¿ 1he fa1her of one of 1he 0lain pri0oner0¿ 0e3en
regional and local poli1ical and 0ec2ri16 official0¿ 14o local
jo2rnali010¿ and 14o local ac1i3i010 4ho had in3e01iga1ed
1he a11ack0¾

Mo01 0aid 1he proÒMaliki Badr Brigade0 4ere deÒfac1o
commander0 of 1he co2n1er1errori0m ba0e and pri0on a1
1he Ca01le¾ The 02r3i3or0 pro3ided fir01 name0 of 1he
g2nmen¿ 4hom 1he6 0aid 1he6 heard calling o21 1o each
o1her d2ring 1he a11ack¾ The g2nmen co2ld no1 ha3e been
4i1h ISIS beca20e ISIS did no1 en1er 1he ci16 2n1il da4n¿
1he6 0aid¾

H2man Righ10 Wa1ch 3ie4ed 3ideo0 of fo2r in1er3ie40 of
pri0oner0 b6 an Iraqi jo2rnali01 in Mo02lÇ0 main ho0pi1al
ho2r0 af1er 1he a11ack¿ and re3ie4ed pho1o0 and 3ideo of
1he 0lain pri0oner0¿ incl2ding a 3ideo 1ha1 4a0 aired b6
CNN on J2ne ��¾

Official0 and former pri0oner0 ga3e 3ar6ing e01ima1e0 of
1he n2mber of pri0oner0 in0ide 1he pri0on b21 all agreed
1here 4ere a1 lea01 ��¿ mo01 S2nni farmer0 and laborer0
from Tal Afar and 02rro2nding area0 4ho had been
ro2nded 2p in 1he preceding 4eek0 and mon1h0 2nder
ar1icle �¾The 02r3i3ing pri0oner0¿ local official0 and
ac1i3i010 1old H2man Righ10 Wa1ch 1ha1 1he a11ack 1ook
place a fe4 ho2r0 before ISIS en1ered Tal Afar¿ a0 Iraqi
0ec2ri16 force0 fled 1he ci16¾ For 1he 1hree preceding da60¿
1he pri0oner0 0aid¿ ISIS had been 0helling 1he ca01le¾ B21
before da4n 1ha1 da6¿ 1he6 a4oke 1o 4ha1 1he6 0aid 4a0 1he
0o2nd of hea36 3ehicle0 p2lling in1o 1he ca01le compo2nd
and 1hen g2nfire in0ide 1he pri0on cell0¾

Three of 1he pri0oner0 4ere among a1 lea01 0i5 4ho
02r3i3ed b6 h2ddling in 1he ba1hroom a1 1he back of 1he
large01 cell¿ ho20ing abo21 �� de1ainee0¾ The6 0aid 1he6
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heard 1he g2nmen sho21 ÈCornerÂ Corner¿É a ro21ine
command for inma1es 1o ga1her in 1he corner opposi1e 1he
door¿ before s1orming one cell¾ The6 also said 1he6 heard
1he so2nd of 1hree 4eapons Ô 14o assa2l1 rifles and a
4eapon firing fas1er ro2nds 1ha1 one of 1hem belie3ed 1o
be a machineg2n¾

One of 1hose s2r3i3ors¿ a ��Ò6earÒold laborer¿ said 1he
g2nmen mo3ed È3er6 fas1ÀÉ

A ��Ò6earÒold s2r3i3or 4ho 4as imprisoned 4i1h his ��Ò
6earÒold bro1her described 1he g2nmen en1ering 1heir cell¿
con1aining be14een �� and �� inma1esÀ

The s2r3i3ors in 1he ba1hroom said 1ha1 1he6 co2ld hear
1he 3oices of fo2r men¿ one of 4hom appeared 1o be a
ringleader 4ho 2rged 1he o1hers 1o follo4 him 4i1h orders
incl2ding¿ ÈComeÂ There is ano1her roomÂÉ

I heard a lo1 of noises and shoo1ing in 1he o1her cell rooms¾ I

heard 1he prisoners cr6ing ÈYa Rab SaednaÂÉ  ²God Help 2s³

and ÈAllah2 AkbarÂÉ ²God is Grea1es1³ o3er 1he so2nd of 1he

g2nfire¾ I ran in1o 1he ba1hroom 1o hide¾ Then I heard 1he noise

of Kalashniko3s and of a machine g2n in m6 cell Ñ I1 las1ed no1

more 1han 14o min21es¾ I ac1ed like a dead man¿ I didnÇ1 mo3e

for abo21 � 1o �� min21es¾

We heard some1hing s1range j2s1 o21side 1he door¾ Then 1he

g2nmen opened 1he small 4indo4s in 1he doors and 1he doors

1hemsel3es¿ and righ1 a4a6 1he6 began shoo1ing¾ I hid behind

ano1her prisoner b21 I 4as s1ill sho1 in m6 2pper arm and 1high¾

I canÇ1 describe 1o 6o2 1hose ne51 1hree 1o fo2r ho2rs¾ I j2s1 la6

1here 4i1h 1hose dead bodies aro2nd me¾ One of 1hose dead

bodies 4as m6 bro1her¾
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T4o s2r3i3ors said 1he6 recogni7ed one of 1he g2nmenÇs
3oices and one of 1he names as 1hose of men 4ho 4ere
freq2en1l6 in 1he prison b21 4ere no1 reg2lar g2ards¾ One
prisoner 4ho heard b21 did no1 see 1he g2nmen said 1ha1
1he reg2lar g2ards 4o2ld ha3e kno4n 1o search for
prisoners in 1he ba1hroom¾

Once 1he shoo1ing s1opped¿ 1he s2r3i3ors in 1he ba1hroom
said 1he6 heard 1he so2nd of 3ehicles lea3ing 1he
compo2nd¾ The6 4ai1ed se3eral more min21es before
creeping o21¾ The laborer said he 4as 1he firs1 1o emerge
and had no 4a6 o21 e5cep1 1o pass 1hro2gh 1he larges1 cellÀ 

Ano1her prisoner 4ho said he follo4ed 1he laborer o21 of
1he ba1hroom said 1he inj2red prisoners 4ere Ècr6ing o21
for help¿ sho21ing 1hings like¿ ÆOh God¿ 4ha1 has
happenedÂÇ É

H2man Righ1s Wa1ch ob1ained 3ideo and s1ill pho1os of
1he a11ack from a Mos2l jo2rnalis1 1ha1 sho4ed men l6ing
in heaps on 1heir floor palle1s¿ 4i1h blood spla11ered on

I sa4 1he bodies of m6 fello4 prisoners¿ 1heir limbs limp¿ 1heir

blood on 1he bedding on 1he floor¾  I onl6 sa4 14o 4ho 4ere

s1ill ali3e¿ b21 1he6 4ere badl6 inj2red¾ The6 said¿ ÈPlease help

2s¾É I 1ook one of 1hem o21 1o 1he co2r16ard of 1he b2ilding¿ b21

I co2ldnÇ1 bring m6self 1o go back in1o 1he cell¾ I sa4 1ha1 1he

ga1e 1o 1he prison 4as open¾ Wi1ho21 being able 1o con1rol

m6self¿ I ran a4a6¾

B21 4hen 1he s2n rose and I sa4 1o4nspeople heading 2p 1o 1he

prison¿ I decided 1o go back 1o help¾ I sa4 a lo1 of m6 friends

4ere killed in 1he o1her rooms as 4ell¾ In 1he firs1 room I sa4

fo2r dead people¾ In 1he second room¿ se3en dead people¾ In 1he

ne51 room¿ �� people¾
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1heir bodies and 1he cell 4alls¾ A h2man righ1s ac1i3is1 in
Tal Afar said 1he pho1os 4ere of 1he 3ic1ims¾

One rela1i3e of a prisoner 4ho 4as killed 1old H2man
Righ1s Wa1ch 1ha1 as soon as 4ord spread 1he nigh1 of J2ne
�� 1ha1 ISIS 4as poised 1o en1er Tal Afar¿ he had ÈbeggedÉ
local Shia sheikhs 1o ens2re 1ha1 1he police and mili1iamen
did no1 carr6 o21 reprisal a11acksÀ

Baa.2baÀ  Killi+g0 i+ alÒWahda P,lice S1a1i,+ 
On J2ne ��¿ a1 leas1 �� de1ainees 4ere sho1 1o dea1h in 1he
alÒWahda police s1a1ion near Baaq2ba¿ 1he capi1al of Di6ala
pro3ince eas1 of Baghdad¾ Ano1her de1ainee 4as se3erel6
inj2red¿ and died 1he follo4ing da6 af1er police 1ook him
from 1he hospi1al 4here he 4as reco3ering from b2lle1
4o2nds¿ and 4here paramedics 1ook 1he s2r3i3or and
bodies of 1he prisoners¾ Di6alaÇs police chief 1old H2man
Righ1s Wa1ch 1ha1 1he de1ainees died in crossfire 4hen
armed men a11acked 1he police s1a1ion¿ b21 based on
acco2n1s from 1hree go3ernmen1 officials and a s2r3i3ing
prisoner¿ H2man Righ1sWa1ch concl2ded 1ha1 police
delibera1el6 killed 1he de1ainees¾

Di6alaÇs police chief¿ Brig¾ Gen¾ Jamil alÒShimmari¿ 4ho
said he did no1 4i1ness 1he a11ack¿ 1old H2man Righ1s
Wa1ch 1ha1 he 4as in con1ac1 4i1h police a1 1he alÒWahda
police s1a1ion 3ia 1elephone 4hen ISIS figh1ers a11acked
1he police s1a1ion a1 � p¾m¾ A1 1he same 1ime¿ he said¿
ano1her gro2p of ISIS figh1ers a11acked a police
Èemergenc6 2ni1É 14o kilome1ers from 1he police s1a1ion¾

The6 1old me¿ ÈDonÇ1 4orr6¿ no1hing 4ill happen¾É B21 4hen I

go1 1o 1he prison 1he ne51 morning I reall6 canno1 describe 4ha1

I sa4¾ The6 4ere killed so br21all6¾ These 4ere 1he ac1s of

barbarians¾
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ÈThe6 la2nched mo/1a/0 and hand g/enade0 a1 1he -olice
01a1ion and an eme/genc6 2ni1 f/om nea/b6 ho20e0¿É he
0aid¿ Èand e5-loded 14o ca/ bomb0¿ one in f/on1 of 1he
-olice 01a1ion and one in f/on1 of 1he eme/genc6 2ni1¾É  AlÒ
Shimma/i 0aid 1he a11ack la01ed abo21 fi3e ho2/0¿ and 1ha1
abo21 ��� ISIS figh1e/0 4e/e able 1o en1e/ 1he -olice
01a1ion 4i1h AKÒ��0¾ In 1hei/ en02ing figh1 4i1h -olice and
a 1eam of S-ecial Wea-on0 and Tac1ic0 °SWAT±
/einfo/cemen10¿ he 0aid¿ �� -/i0one/0 and one -oliceman
4e/e killed in c/o00fi/e¾

AlÒShimma/i 1old H2man Righ10 Wa1ch 1ha1 nine ISIS
figh1e/0 al0o died b21 none 4e/e a//e01ed¿ and 0aid he
co2ld no1 iden1if6 1he -/i0one/0 o/ 1he ISIS figh1e/0 4ho
died b6 name¾ He iden1ified 1he -oliceman 4ho he 0aid 4a0
killed in 1he c/o00fi/e a0 Wi00am K2dhai/ Abba0¾

AlÒShimma/iÇ0 acco2n1 diffe/0 f/om 1ha1 of a mili1a/6
0-oke0man¿ L1¾ Gen¾ Qa00im alÒMo200a4i¾ The A00ocia1ed
P/e00 /epo/1ed 1ha1 alÒMo200a4i 0aid a1 a ne40 confe/ence
on J2ne �� 1ha1 �� inma1e0 4e/e killed b6 mo/1a/ 0hell0
4hen ISIS figh1e/0 a11acked 1he -olice 01a1ion¾

De0-i1e 1he0e acco2n10¿ 14o go3e/nmen1 official0¿ one an
em-lo6ee a1 1he ho0-i1al 4he/e 1he -/i0one/0Ç bodie0 4e/e
1aken and 1he o1he/ a /ela1i3e of one of 1he -/i0one/0
killed¿ 0aid 1he -/i0one/0 4e/e all 0ho1¿ mo01 of 1hem
Èe5ec21ion 016leÉ in 1he head¿ and no1 killed /andoml6 in
c/o00fi/e o/ b6 mo/1a/ 01/ike0¾

An official clo0e 1o 1he Di6ala go3e/no/a1e 1old H2man
Righ10 Wa1ch 1ha1 he 0a4 1he -/i0one/0Ç bodie0 on J2ne ��
and 1ha1 mo01 had b2lle1 4o2nd0 in 1he head¾ He 0aid 1ha1
Di6alaÇ0 go3e/no/¿ Ame/ alÒM2jamaii¿ 3i0i1ed 1he 0ole
02/3i3ing -/i0one/ in 1he ho0-i1al befo/e -olice /emo3ed
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him and returned his bod6 one hour later¾ The governorÇs
spokesman later told Reuters that the survivor told the
governor that police had attacked the prisoners¾

A member of the medical staff at the Baaquba General
Hospital¿ where first responders took the bodies of the
murdered prisoners¿ told Human Rights Watch that he saw
ambulance drivers bring �� bodies to the hospital morgue¾
He said emplo6ees in the morgue told him that¿ in addition
to multiple gunshot wounds¿ most of the prisoners had
broken arms and legs¿ suggesting that the men were
tortured before the6 were killed¾

The medical staff member told Human Rights Watch that
the lone surviving prisoner¿ Ahmed Zeidan¿ arrived at the
hospital alive about � a¾m¾ the da6 after the attack¾

ÈAmbulance drivers at first brought Zeidan to the morgue
in a bod6 bag with all the others¿É he said¾ ÈWhen the
doctors at the morgue opened the bag¿ the6 reali7ed he
was alive and sent him back to the hospital¾É

That was when the governor spoke with Zeidan¿ the
medical staff member said¾ The medical staff member said
he overheard Zeidan telling the governor that no armed
group attacked the alÒWahda police station and that police
threw two grenades into the cell holding the �� prisoners¿
then opened fire on them¾ Zeidan also told the governor
that the men who killed the prisoners broke their arms and
legs before throwing the grenades and shooting them so
the6 could not run awa6¿ the medical staff member said¾

Shortl6 after the governorÇs visit¿ police arrived at the
hospital and removed Zeidan¿ the medic said¾ ÈHe could
have survived¾ We were treating him for bullet wounds but
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he 4a0 con0cio20¾ When 1he6 re12rned hi0 bod6 an ho2r
la1er¿ he 4a0 dead¾ He had addi1ional g2n0ho1 4o2nd0 in
hi0 leg0 and 01omach¾É

The medical 01aff member 0aid he co2ld no1 iden1if6 1he
police 2ni1 1ha1 1ook Zeidan from 1he ho0pi1al¾

The official clo0e 1o 1he Di6ala go3ernora1e 0aid 1ha1 he
and 1he go3ernor 1ried 1o 3i0i1 1he pri0on 1he da6 af1er 1he
a11ack 1o look for e3idence of mor1ar 0helling 1ha1 4o2ld
02ppor1 1he Di6ala police acco2n1¿ b21 1he6 4ere 2nable 1o
en1er 1he pri0on and did no1 0ee an6 0ign0 of a figh1 o210ide
1he police 01a1ion¾

ÈPri0on g2ard0 and o1her men 4earing ci3ilian clo1he0 Ô 4e
1hink 1he6Çre from 1he ²proÒgo3ernmen1³ mili1ia0 Ô
pre3en1ed 20 from en1ering 1he police 01a1ion¿É 1he official
1old H2man Righ10 Wa1ch¾ ÈThe6 aimed 1heir g2n0 a1 20
and 1hrea1ened 1o kill 20 if 4e didnÇ1 lea3e¾É

The official q2e01ioned 0ec2ri16 official0Ç acco2n10 of ho4
1he pri0oner0 died¾ ÈWhe1her mor1ar0 4ere la2nched or
1he6 4ere killed in cro00fire¿ ho4 i0 i1 1ha1 0o man6
pri0oner0 died 4hile onl6 one policeman 4a0 killedÄÉ he
a0ked¾ ÈThe6 came 2p 4i1h a good 01or6¿ b21 i1 rai0e0
q2e01ion0 1ha1 need 1o be an04ered¾É

On J2ne ��¿ Re21er0 /epo/1ed 1ha1 1he ma6or of Baaq2ba¿
Abd2llah alÒH6ali¿ 0aid he 3i0i1ed 1he local morg2e and 0a4
1ha1 mo01 of 1he pri0oner0 had b2lle1 4o2nd0 in 1heir
head0¿  incl2ding hi0 nephe4¾ The ma6or al0o 1old Re21er0
1ha1 hi0 nephe4 had been È0e3erel6 1or12red and hi0 nail0
4ere e51rac1ed¾É H2man Righ10 Wa1ch co2ld no1 reach 1he
ma6or for confirma1ion¾

Police Chief alÒShimmari called 1he go3ernorÇ0 01a1emen10
poli1ici7edÀ
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Police Chief alÒShimmari 0imilarl6 di0mi00ed 1he ma6orÇ0
01a1emen10 1ha1 he 0a4 b2lle1 4o2nd0 in 1he pri0oner0 and
1ha1 1he ma6orÇ0 nephe4 4a0 1or12red¾

Ab2 Ahmed¿ a rela1i3e of one of 3ic1im0 of 1he a11ack¿ 0aid
0ome of 1he pri0oner0 killed had been de1ained for pe116
crime0 b21 1ha1 mo01 had no1 been charged¾ He 1old
H2man Righ10 Wa1ch 1ha1 police arre01ed hi0 ��Ò6earÒold
co20in¿ 4ho0e name he a0ked be kep1 confiden1ial¿ 14o
ho2r0 before 1he a11ack beca20e È0omeone o3erheard him
mocking Colonel Hoob6 ²1he police chief of alÒWahda
police 01a1ion³É earlier 1ha1 da6À

Ab2 Ahmed a11rib21ed 1he killing0 1o 1he proÒgo3ernmen1
Shia mili1ia A0aÇib Ahl alÒHaqq¿ 4hich a1 lea01 �� Di6ala
re0iden10 1old H2man Righ10 Wa1ch had been Èin con1rol
of 0ec2ri16É in Baaq2ba and 02rro2nding area0¾ He 0aid
1ha1 1he police 01a1ion i0 in hi0 neighborhood¿ Beni Zeid¿
and 1ha1¿ ÈMan6 policemen in 1ha1 police 01a1ion ran a4a6
af1er 1hi0 a11ack¾ ÈI ha3e 0een A0aÇib i0 in 1he police
01a1ion¿É he 0aid¿ adding 1ha1 1heir ar0enal incl2ded RPGÒ�
an1iÒ1ank grenade la2ncher0¾

The go3ernor ha0 a conflic1 4i1h o1her par1ie0¿ and 1hi0 poli1ical

pre002re made him di01or1 1he 1r21h¾ I e5plained 1he fac10 1o 1he

go3ernor b21 he apparen1l6 ha0 poli1ical gain0 1o be made b6

l6ing¾

The ne51 morning 4e 4ere 1old 1ha1 all 1he pri0oner0 in alÒ

Wahda police 01a1ion 4ere dead¾ People a1 1he police 01a1ion

1old 20 1ha1 1he bodie0 4ere a1 1he Baaq2ba Ho0pi1al¾ We 4en1

1here¿ and 1he morg2e emplo6ee0 1old 20 1ha1 a lo1 of people

died b6 b2lle1 4o2nd0 and 0ome died of fragmen10 from

grenade0¾ I 0a4 b2lle1 4o2nd0 in ²m6 co20inÇ0³ head and che01¾
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The Baaq2ba ho0pi1al medical 01aff member 1old H2man
Righ10 Wa1ch 1ha1 he and o1her emplo6ee0 4an1ed 1o 01op
police from 1aking Zeidan¿ 1he 4o2nded 02r3i3or¿ b21 1ha1
1he pre0ence of A0aÇib Ahl alÒHaqq and o1her mili1ia0 in 1he
area made 1hem afraid 1o do 0oÀ

The official clo0e 1o Di6alaÇ0 go3ernmen1 and re0iden10
Re21er0 interviewed 0aid mo01 of 1he pri0oner0 4ere being
held for pe116 crime0 ra1her 1han 1errori0mÒrela1ed
charge0¾ Some of 1he pri0oner0 had j2dicial order0 of
relea0e¿ 1he official 0aid¿ b21 1he pri0on con1in2ed 1o hold
1hem beca20e 1he6 4an1ed mone6 from 1he familie0 1o
relea0e 1hem¾

Jumarkhe: Security forces, Militia Blamed for Killing at
Least 45 Local Prisoners 
On J2ne ��¿ 1he morning af1er 1he killing0 in Baaq2ba¿
fleeing proÒgo3ernmen1 force0 0e1 fire 1o an Iraqi arm6
ba0e o210ide J2markhe¿ a 3illage abo21 �� kilome1er0
nor1hea01 of Baaq2ba¾ Local re0iden10 4ho r20hed 1o 1he
ba0e af1er 1he proÒgo3ernmen1 force0 fled fo2nd �� or ��
dead pri0oner0 in0ide 1he ba0e¿ 0ho1 e5ec21ionÒ016le or
b2rned¿ according 1o fi3e 3illager0 4ho 0a4 1he bodie0¿ a0
4ell a0 a 0oldier from 1he ba0e¿ a pro3incial go3ernmen1
official¿ and a pro3incial h2man righ10 ac1i3i01 4ho
in1er3ie4ed 0e3eral o1her re0iden10 abo21 1he a11ack¾

The ho0pi1al i0 pro1ec1ed b6 a pri3a1e 0ec2ri16 compan6¿ and 4e

al0o ha3e a compan6 of local policemen 4ho are 02ppo0ed 1o

pro1ec1 1he ho0pi1al¾ B21 1he6 canÇ1 reall6 do an61hing¾ The0e are

mili1ia0 4eÇre 1alking abo21¾ A0aÇib co2ld come and p21 me in a

1r2ck and 1ake me 1o Baghdad 4hene3er 1he6 4an1 and 1here i0

no1hing I can do abo21 i1¾
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All 1he prisoners 4ere S2nnis from nearb6 3illages 4hom
1he proÒgo3ernmen1 forces had ro2nded 2p abo21 a 4eek
1o �� da6s earlier¿ aro2nd 1he 1ime Mos2l fell¿ 1he6 said¾ A1
leas1 1hree of 1hose killed 4ere bo6s abo21 �� or �� 6ears
old¿ a 3illager and 1he soldier said¿ 4hile a second 3illager
said he recogni7ed 14o bo6s and had heard 1ha1 a 1hird bo6
had been killed¾

The proÒgo3ernmen1 forces 1ook 14o o1her prisoners 4i1h
1hem as 1he6 fled 1he base 1ha1 morning and killed 1hem on
1heir 4a6 o21 of 1he 3illage¿ 1he soldier said¾

The eigh1 so2rces blamed a combina1ion of Iraqi soldiers¿
SWAT members¿ and 1he proÒgo3ernmen1 AsaÇib Ahl alÒ
Haqq and Badr Brigades mili1ias for 1he a11ack¾ Local
residen1s 1old H2man Righ1s Wa1ch 1ha1 1he Badr Brigades
had arri3ed in 1he area se3eral da6s before 1he a11ack 1o
bols1er beleag2ered Iraqi arm6 1roops d2ring figh1ing 4i1h
ISIS¾

The go3ernmen1 official and 1he soldier said 1ha1 all 1hree
gro2ps had been con1rolling 1he base¾ The go3ernmen1
official added 1ha1 he 4as Ècer1ainÉ 1ha1 1he proÒ
go3ernmen1 forces killed 1he prisoners beca2se È1he
ins2rgen1s did no1 1ake o3er 1he arm6 base Ô 1he6 j2s1
passed 1hro2gh 1he area¾É

The morning of J2ne ��¿ 1he second da6 of hea36 figh1ing
in Di6ala pro3ince¿ 3illagers no1iced smoke and flames
coming from 1he base¿ one local man 1old H2man Righ1s
Wa1ch¾ Shor1l6 af1er4ard¿ 14o 3illagers said¿ Iraq 1roops
and mili1ia fled in mili1ar6 3ehicles 4i1h 4hi1e flags¿ a sign
of s2rrender¾ B21 1he proÒgo3ernmen1 forces 4ere
shoo1ing as 1he6 4en1¿ 1hree 3illagers said¾ ÈThe6 4ere
shoo1ing in all direc1ions and des1ro6ed 1he po4er
s1a1ion¿É one said¾ T4o 3illagers said 1he g2nfire killed a
6o2ng child¾
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Local men r2shed 1o 1he arm6 base¿ abo21 one kilome1er
o21side of J2markhe¿ hoping 1o free 1he prisoners¿ all 1hose
in1er3ie4ed said¾  

H2man Righ1s Wa1ch in1er3ie4ed fo2r men 4ho said 1he6
4ere among 1he firs1 1o en1er 1he prison inside 1he arm6
base¿ 4hile par1 of i1 4as s1ill in flames¾ Three of 1hem said
1he6 4ere rela1i3es of 1hose killed¾ The men said 1he6
fo2nd fo2r prisoners sho1 in 1he back of 1he head and 1he
res1 so badl6 charred 1ha1 1he6 onl6 recogni7ed 1hem b6
1he fe4 remaining fragmen1s of 1heir clo1hes¾ Man6 of 1he
bodies had been co3ered 4i1h blanke1s 1ha1 4ere also
b2rned¿ 1he6 said¾ One of 1he rela1i3es said he sa4 a barrel
of gasoline in one of 1he areas 1ha1 had no1 ca2gh1 fire¾

One of 1he 3illagers said of 1he deadÀ

Three 3illagers said man6 of 1he prisoners had been par1 of
1he soÒcalled A4akening Mo3emen1¿ USÒf2nded S2nni
coali1ions formed in ���� 1o pro1ec1 1heir neighborhoods¿
4hom Maliki had promised 1o in1egra1e in1o 1he Iraqi
sec2ri16 forces b21 failed 1o do so¾ Mos1 had been sei7ed
2nder ar1icle � of 1he an1iÒ1errorism la4¿ 1he6 said¾

One of 1he 3illagers 4ho helped carr6 o21 1he dead 1old
H2man Righ1s Wa1ch 1ha1¿ ÈMan6 4ere ordinar6 ci1i7ens Ô
local farmers and 1heir children¾É

Some of 1hem 4ere b2rned ��� percen1¾ O1hers of 1hem 4ere

s1ill b2rning and 4e 1ried 1o s1op 1he flames¾ Some of 1hem

4ere so badl6 b2rned 1ha1 1he6 onl6 4eighed abo21 �� 1o ��

kilos¾ We 2sed blanke1s and planks of 4ood 1o carr6 1he bodies

o21¾ The bodies 4ere so small from 1he b2rning 1ha1 in some

blanke1s 4e p21 14o or 1hree bodies¾
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None of 1hose in1er3ie4ed kne4 if 1he b2rned men had
been sho1 before being se1 on fire¾ The6 said rela1i3es did
no1 bring 1he prisoners 1o medical e5aminers b21 ins1ead
b2ried 1hem in 1heir 3illages¾

Ra4aÀ Killi+g0 ,f P/i0,+e/0 a1 1he alÒJa7ee/a a+d
Badi66a O-e/a1i,+0 C,**a+d Ba0e  
On 1he morning of J2ne �� in Ra4a¿ a ci16 in Anbar
pro3ince¿ Iraqi soldiers killed �� prisoners before fleeing an
a11ack on 1heir base b6 armed S2nni mili1an1s¾ H2man
Righ1s Wa1ch spoke 4i1h one residen1 of Ra4a 4ho said he
sa4 1he bodies of 1he slain de1ainees inside 1he prison
shor1l6 af1er 1he6 4ere killed¾

The man 4as fearf2l for his sec2ri16 and hesi1an1 1o speak
a1 leng1h abo21 1he case¾ He said 1he a11ack on 1he
prisoners 4as carried o21 b6 members of 1he alÒJa7eera
and Badi66a Opera1ions Command¿ 4hich o3ersees 1he
Iraqi go3ernmen1Çs mili1ar6 opera1ions in Anbar¾ He said
1he a11ack 1ook place aro2nd ��À�� a¾m¾¿ shor1l6 before ISIS
and o1her S2nni figh1ers /e-,/1edl6 1ook o3er Ra4a¾ He
1old H2man Righ1s Wa1ch 1ha1 af1er he heard repor1s from
o1her 3illagers of an a11ack b6 S2nni armed gro2ps on 1he
base¿ he called an officer he kne4 a1 1he base 4ho 1old him
1ha1 1he Iraqi arm6 e3ac2a1ed 1he base af1er Ènego1ia1ingÉ
1heir depar12re 4i1h È1he armed men¾É

He said 1ha1 he and se3eral o1her men 4en1 1o 1he base
aro2nd � p¾m¾ 1o check on 1he 4ellbeing of 1he prisonersÀ

When 4e en1ered 4e s1ar1ed hearing moaning and screaming¾

We follo4ed 1he so2nds of 1hese 3oices¾ We reached a cell

4here 4e fo2nd a pile of dead bodies on 1he floor¾ A1 1he

beginning 4e co2n1ed �� dead and se3en inj2red¾ Ano1her fo2r
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The Rawa resident said one of the dead was the driver of
Saba×aw6 Hussein¿ the brother of the toppled Iraqi leader
Saddam Hussein and the former head of general securit6
and police intelligence¾ ÈHe was initiall6 still alive¿ but his
bod6 was so riddled with bullets¾ Ñ We couldnÇt even do a
tourniquet¾  He died on the wa6 to the hospital¾É

The man said that one survivor¿ a ��Ò6earÒold S6rian man¿
told him police killed his five brothers in the attack¿
including one who was ��¾

The Rawa resident said he and the other men who went to
the prisoners also identified a ��Ò6earÒold bo6 from
Baghdad among the survivors He said he knew of at least
�� Sunni armed groups fighting in Rawa but that he had
not seen the ISIS flag in the cit6¾

died on their wa6 to the hospital Ñ Some of the survivors were

beneath the deadÁ their e5ecutioners clearl6 thought the6 were

all dead¾

When I saw the bodies I called back the officer and asked him

what happened¿ wh6 the soldiers killed them¾ He told me¿ ÈAll

those are terrorists and the6 deserved it¾É
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DaƓe  OrgȪPƙbliƊher  TiƓle  URL  

12/16/17  
The   Atlantic   (Obama Ɋ
Admin   O�cials)  An   Accounting   for   the   Uncounted  

theatlantic.com/intern 
ational/archive/2017/ 
12/isisȲobamaȲcivilianȲ 
casualties/548501/  

11/23/17  NYT   Editorial   Board  Telling   The   Truth   About   The   Cost   Of   War  

nytimes.com/2017/11/ 
23/opinion/americaȲw 
arȲcasualtiesȲsoldiers.h 
tml  

11/22/17  
NYT   OpȲEd   (Sen.   Patrick Ɋ
Leahy)  

What   We   Owe   the   Innocent   Victims   of Ɋ
AmericaȽs   Wars  

nytimes.com/2017/11/ 
22/opinion/victimsȲam 
ericasȲwars.html  

11/27/17  
Congressman   Ted   Lieu Ɋ
Release  

Rep.   Lieu   Urges   Pentagon   To   Explain Ɋ
Reports   of   Underreported   Civilian Ɋ
Casualties   From   Airstrikes   Against   ISIS  

lieu.house.gov/mediaȲ 
center/pressȲreleases/ 
repȲlieuȲurgesȲpentago 
nȲexplainȲreportsȲunde 
rreportedȲcivilian  

12/21/17  
American   Civil   Liberties Ɋ
Union  TrumpȽs   Secret   Rules   for   Killings   Abroad  

aclu.org/blog/national 
Ȳsecurity/targetedȲkilli 
ng/trumpsȲsecretȲrules 
ȲkillingsȲabroad  

11/16/17  
Center   for   Civilians   In Ɋ
Conflict  

NYT   Civilian   Casualties   Story   Should   Be   a Ɋ
ȼWake   Up   CallȽ   for   US   Military  

civiliansinconflict.org/ 
pressȲreleases/nytȲres 
ponseȲcivilianȲcasualti 
es/  

11/16/17  
Center   for   Civilians   In Ɋ
Conflict  

The   NYT   Story   on   Civilian   Casualties Ɋ
Should   be   Required   Reading   in   Pentagon  

civiliansinconflict.org/ 
blog/nytȲstoryȲcivilianȲ 
casualtiesȲrequiredȲre 
adingȲpentagon/  

11/22/17  
Project   On   Government Ɋ
Oversight  

The   American   People   Need   to   Know   More Ɋ
About   the   Costs   of   Our   Wars  

pogo.org/straus/issues 
/militaryȲreform/2017/ 
theȲamericanȲpeopleȲ 
needȲtoȲknowȲmoreȲa 
boutȲtheȲcostsȲofȲourȲ 
wars.html  

2/2/18  

Lead   Inspector   General Ɋ
for   Overseas Ɋ
Contingency   Operations  

LEAD   INSPECTOR   GENERAL   I   REPORT   TO Ɋ
THE   UNITED   STATES   CONGRESS  

media.defense.gov/20 
18/Feb/02/200187255 
5/Ȳ1/Ȳ1/1/FY2018ȷLIGȷ 
OCOȷOIRȷQ1ȷ122220 
17ȷ2.PDF  
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8Ȫ28Ȫ18  JustSecurity  

Condolence   Payments   for   Civilian Ɋ
Casualties:   Lessons   for   Applying   the   New Ɋ
NDAA  

https:ȪȪwww.justsecuri 
ty.orgȪ60482Ȫcondolen 
ceȲpaymentsȲcivilianȲc 
asualtiesȲlessonsȲappl 
yingȲndaaȪ  

11Ȫ17Ȫ17  PBS   NewsHour  
Report   finds   disparities   in   civilian   deaths Ɋ
from   U.S.Ȳled   ISIS   bombing   campaign  

pbs.orgȪnewshourȪsho 
wȪreportȲfindsȲdisparit 
iesȲinȲcivilianȲdeathsȲf 
romȲuȲsȲledȲisisȲbombi 
ngȲcampaign  

11Ȫ19Ȫ17  MSNBC,   Kasie   DC  
Civilian   casualties   in   Iraq   go   under Ɋ
reported  

msnbc.comȪkasieȲdcȪ 
watchȪcivilianȲcasualti 
esȲinȲiraqȲgoȲunderȲre 
portedȲ109960147555 
7  

11Ȫ17Ȫ17  CBS   News  
New   York   Times:   Iraqi   civilian   deaths Ɋ
undercounted   by   U.S.  

cbsnews.comȪvideosȪd 
roneȲstrikeȲdiscrepanci 
esȪ  

11Ȫ17Ȫ17  
NPR,   All   Things Ɋ
Considered  

New   York   TimesɃ   Reporter   On   The Ɋ
Investigation   Into   U.S.   Airstrikes   In   Iraq  

npr.orgȪ2017Ȫ11Ȫ17Ȫ56 
4936476ȪnewȲyorkȲtim 
esȲreporterȲonȲtheȲinv 
estigationȲintoȲuȲsȲairs 
trikesȲinȲiraq?utmȷsou 
rceɩtwitter.comʅutmȷ 
mediumɩsocialʅutmȷ 
campaignɩatcʅutmȷte 
rmɩnprnewsʅutmȷcon 
tentɩ2045  

11Ȫ22Ȫ17  
WNYC,   The   Brian   Lehrer Ɋ
Show  Counting   the   ɃUncountedɃ  

wnyc.orgȪstoryȪcounti 
ngȲtheȲuncountedȪ  

12Ȫ22Ȫ17  
Al   Jazeera   English,   Up Ɋ
Front  

Is   the   US   covering   up   civilian   deaths   in Ɋ
Iraq?  

aljazeera.comȪprogra 
mmesȪupfrontȪ2017Ȫ1 
2ȪcoveringȲcivilianȲde 
athsȲiraqȲ17122208195 
5471.html  

12Ȫ24Ȫ17  AJɥ  
Why   2017   WasnɃt   A   Bad   Year   For Ɋ
Journalism   in   the   U.S.  

youtube.comȪwatch?v 
ɩui8KVFVQfP8  

1Ȫ10Ȫ18  Longform  Longform   Podcast   ȩ276:   Azmat   Khan  

longform.orgȪpostsȪlo 
ngformȲpodcastȲ276Ȳa 
zmatȲkhan  

11Ȫ21Ȫ17  Democracy   Now  

The   Uncounted:   New   York   Times   Finds   US Ɋ
Airstrikes   Kill   Far   More   Iraqi   Civilians   Than Ɋ
Pentagon   Admits  

democracynow.orgȪ20 
17Ȫ11Ȫ21Ȫdamningȷne 
wȷreportȷshowsȷusȷai 
rstrikes  
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1/11/18  Nieman  
“The   UncountedȻ:   combining   the   power   of Ɋ
narrative   with   an   18-month   investigation  

https://niemanstorybo 
ard.org/stories/the-un 
counted-combining-th 
e-power-of-narrative- 
with-an-18-month-inve 
stigation/  

11/16/17  Esquire  ThereɃs   No   Such   Thing   as   a   Clean   War  

esquire.com/news-poli 
tics/politics/a1379389 
6/us-airstrikes-syria-ci 
vilian-isis/  

12/1/17  The   Independent  

ThereɃs   no   such   thing   as   precise   air   strikes Ɋ
in   modern   warfare   –   just   look   at   the Ɋ
civilian   casualties   in   Iraq   and   Syria  

independent.co.uk/voi 
ces/iraq-syria-theres-n 
o-such-thing-as-precis 
e-air-strikes-in-modern 
-warfare-a8087286.ht 
ml  

11/18/17  The   Atlantic  Listing   the   Dead  

theatlantic.com/intern 
ational/archive/2017/ 
11/the-list-refugees-eu 
rope/546275/  

11/16/17  Vox  

Report:   the   US-led   war   against   ISIS   is Ɋ
killing   31   times   more   civilians   than Ɋ
claimed  

vox.com/world/2017/1 
1/16/16666628/iraq-n 
yt-casualties-civilian  

11/20/17  
Pacific   Standard Ɋ
Magazine  

HOW   THE   PENTAGON   REPURPOSES Ɋ
CIVILIAN   CASUALTIES   AS   ANTI-TERROR Ɋ
PROPAGANDA  

psmag.com/social-just 
ice/how-the-pentagon 
-repurposes-civilian-ca 
sualties-as-anti-terror- 
propaganda  

11/30/17  Bloomberg  
False   Negatives   Can   Be   a   Matter   of   Life Ɋ
and   Death  

bloomberg.com/view/ 
articles/2017-11-30/fal 
se-negatives-can-be-a- 
matter-of-life-and-dea 
th  

11/21/17  The   Independent  
America   has   no   idea   how   many   innocent Ɋ
people   itɃs   killing   in   the   Middle   East  

independent.co.uk/voi 
ces/us-isis-air-strikes-c 
ivilian-deaths-syria-ira 
q-america-no-idea-ho 
w-many-dead-the-unc 
ounted-a8066266.html  

11/17/17  Axios  
Report:   War   on   ISIS   killing   31   times   more Ɋ
civilians   than   claimed  

axios.com/isis-how-ma 
ny-civilians-killed-251 
0381490.html  
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11/17/17  Stars   ʅ   Stripes  
Report:   1   in   5   US   airstrikes   resulted   in   Iraqi  
civilian   casualties  

stripes.com/news/repo 
rt-1-in-5-us-airstrikes-r 
esulted-in-iraqi-civilia 
n-casualties-1.498329  

12/12/17  Just   Security   

justsecurity.org/49133 
/fix-militarys-broken-t 
argeting-system/  

11/17/17  The   National   Interest  Killing   More   Innocents   Than   We   Admit  

nationalinterest.org/bl 
og/paul-pillar/killing- 
more-innocents-we-ad 
mit-23266  

11/17/17  Daily   Kos  
US   military   has   been   covering   up   civilian  
death   counts   from   its   bombing   raids.  

dailykos.com/stories/1 
716563  

11/21/17  CBC  

The   toll   of   U.S.   airstrikes   on   Iraqi   civilians  
should   make   everyone   angry:   Neil  
Macdonald  

cbc.ca/news/opinion/ 
american-airstrikes-1.4 
411176  

11/28/17  Democracy   Now  

Rep.   Ted   Lieu   Demands   Pentagon  
Investigate   NYT   Exposé   on   Civilian  
Casualties  

democracynow.org/20 
17/11/28/headlines/re 
p_ted_lieu_demand_p 
entagon_investigate_n 
yt_expose_on_civilian 
_casualties  

11/17/17  Business   Insider  

The   US   recorded   civilians   as   ISIS   members  
in   what   may   be   'the   least   transparent   war  
in   recent   American   history'  

businessinsider.com/ir 
aqi-civilians-are-being 
-killed-new-york-times 
-2017-11?rɩUKʅIRɩT  

11/17/17  The   Week  
US-led   coalition   has   killed   Iraqi   civilians   at  
rate   31   times   higher   than   reported  

theweek.co.uk/89789/ 
us-led-coalition-has-kil 
led-iraqi-civilians-at-ra 
te-31-times-higher-tha 
n-reported  
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https://n\ti.ms/2jREv8i

OSinion _  EDI7ORIAL

Telling Whe TrXWh AboXW Whe CoVW of War
B\ 7HE EDI725IAL B2A5D 129. 23, 2017

A half-ceQWXU\ agR, Whe PeQWagRQ¶V PiVleadiQg claiPV abRXW ciYiliaQ deaWhV iQ
VieWQaP eURded SXblic WUXVW aQd, XlWiPaWel\, VXSSRUW fRU Whe ZaU. The UQiWed SWaWeV
PiliWaU\ WRda\ claiPV WR haYe leaUQed Whe haUd leVVRQV Rf WhaW aQd VXbVeTXeQW ZaUV.
IW¶V SXW iQ Slace aQ elabRUaWe V\VWeP iQWeQded WR PiQiPi]e ciYiliaQ caVXalWieV,
iQclXdiQg aQ ObaPa-eUa UeTXiUePeQW WhaW fRUceV haYe ³QeaU ceUWaiQW\´ WhaW QR
ciYiliaQ Zill be haUPed befRUe laXQchiQg aQ aWWack. IQWelligeQce aQal\VWV VelecW
WaUgeWV, ³WaUgeWeeUV´ VWXd\ PRdelV WR calcXlaWe Whe PRVW SUeciVe aQgleV WR VWUike,
WeaPV Rf laZ\eUV eYalXaWe SlaQV aQd Whe PeQWagRQ laWeU diVclRVeV Whe feZ ciYiliaQV
ZhR VWill, iQeYiWabl\ aQd WUagicall\, ZiQd XS geWWiQg killed.

IW WXUQV RXW WhiV iV all, aW leaVW SaUWl\, aQ illXViRQ. The PeQWagRQ iV killiQg faU
PRUe ciYiliaQV WhaQ iW ackQRZledgeV, accRUdiQg WR a UeceQW UeSRUW iQ The NeZ YRUk
TiPeV aQd RWheU fiQdiQgV. A V\VWeP iQWeQded WR eQVXUe WUaQVSaUeQc\ aQd
accRXQWabiliW\ aSSeaUV, iQVWead, WR be eQabliQg Whe PeQWagRQ WR fRRl iWVelf aV Zell aV
Whe UeVW Rf XV abRXW Whe WUXe cRVW Rf iWV VWUikeV. IW iV RfWeQ feediQg bad iQWelligeQce iQWR
iWV iQWUicaWe WaUgeWiQg V\VWeP iQ Whe fiUVW Slace aQd WheQ failiQg WR WhRURXghl\
iQYeVWigaWe ciYiliaQV deaWhV afWeU aQ aWWack.

The APeUicaQ-led PiliWaU\ cRaliWiRQ haV claiPed, fRU iQVWaQce, WhaW Whe UaWiR Rf
ciYiliaQ deaWhV WR aiUVWUikeV iQ Whe RSeUaWiRQ agaiQVW Whe IVlaPic SWaWe iQ IUaT iV RQe
fRU eYeU\ 157 VWUikeV. The NeZ YRUk TiPeV SXQda\ Maga]iQe¶V accRXQW fRXQd a UaWiR
Rf RQe ciYiliaQ deaWh fRU eYeU\ fiYe aiUVWUikeV ² PRUe WhaQ 31 WiPeV Whe PeQWagRQ¶V
claiP. The WUXe QXPbeU, ZURWe Whe aXWhRUV, A]PaW KhaQ aQd AQaQd GRSal, ³iV aW
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VXcK a dLVWaQce fURP RffLcLaO cOaLPV WKaW, LQ WeUPV Rf cLYLOLaQ deaWKV, WKLV Pa\ be WKe
OeaVW WUaQVSaUeQW ZaU LQ UeceQW APeULcaQ KLVWRU\.´

MV. KKaQ¶V aQd MU. GRSaO¶V UeSRUWLQJ SURYLded WKe fLUVW V\VWePaWLc, JURXQd-
baVed VaPSOe Rf aLUVWULNeV LQ IUaT VLQce WKe RSeUaWLRQ beJaQ LQ 2014. TKe\ YLVLWed WKe
VLWeV Rf QeaUO\ 150 aLUVWULNeV LQ QRUWKeUQ IUaT afWeU ISIS ZaV e[SeOOed, aQd WKe\
LQWeUYLeZed KXQdUedV Rf ZLWQeVVeV, VXUYLYRUV aQd RWKeUV. TKe\ SKRWRJUaSKed bRPb
fUaJPeQWV aQd PaSSed WKe deVWUXcWLRQ ZLWK VaWeOOLWe LPaJeU\, aQd WKe\ WRRN WKe daWa
WR e[SeUWV aW WKe UQLWed SWaWeV baVe LQ QaWaU.

TKe aUWLcOe¶V RUJaQL]LQJ QaUUaWLYe ZaV WKe WUaJLc VWRU\ Rf BaVVLP Ra]]R, ZKRVe
ZLfe, daXJKWeU, QeSKeZ aQd bURWKeU ZeUe NLOOed LQ 2015 LQ cRaOLWLRQ aLUVWULNeV RQ
WKeLU VLde-b\-VLde KRPeV LQ MRVXO, WKe PaLQ ISIS VWURQJKROd LQ IUaT. VLdeR aQd
ZULWWeQ UecRUdV VKRZed WKaW WKe cRaOLWLRQ PLVLdeQWLfLed WKe WZR cRPSRXQdV aV aQ
ISIS caU-bRPb facWRU\ RU cRPPaQd ceQWeU. BefRUe WKe ZULWeUV WRRN XS WKe caVe,
cRaOLWLRQ RffLcLaOV Kad QRW LQcOXded WKe Ra]]R faPLO\ LQ LWV accRXQWLQJ Rf cLYLOLaQ
YLcWLPV. WKeQ MU. Ra]]R aVNed fRU cRPSeQVaWLRQ, WKe PLOLWaU\ eYeQWXaOO\ RffeUed WKe
LQVXOWLQJ VXP Rf $15,000.

TKe CRVWV Rf WaU SURMecW aW BURZQ UQLYeUVLW\ eVWLPaWeV RYeU 200,000 cLYLOLaQV
KaYe beeQ NLOOed LQ AfJKaQLVWaQ, IUaT aQd PaNLVWaQ VLQce 2001. MRVW e[SeUWV aWWULbXWe
a PaMRULW\ Rf WKe cLYLOLaQ deaWKV WR e[WUePLVWV.

AOWKRXJK LQWeUQaWLRQaO OaZ RbOLJaWeV cRPbaWaQWV WR PLQLPL]e KaUP WR cLYLOLaQV, LW LV
XQUeaOLVWLc WR WKLQN WKaW aOO cLYLOLaQ deaWKV caQ be SUeYeQWed. YeW WKe UeSRUWLQJ b\ MV.
KKaQ aQd MU. GRSaO VXJJeVWV WKaW APeULca cRXOd be dRLQJ faU PRUe WR SURWecW
cLYLOLaQV. TKe\ VaLd WKe\ fRXQd a ³cRQVLVWeQW faLOXUe´ b\ WKe APeULcaQ-Oed cRaOLWLRQ WR
LQYeVWLJaWe cOaLPV caUefXOO\ aQd WR NeeS SURSeU UecRUdV. SRPe deaWKV RccXUUed
becaXVe cLYLOLaQV ZeUe cORVe WR ISIS WaUJeWV. MaQ\ RWKeUV, KRZeYeU, aSSeaU WR KaYe
beeQ UecRUded ZURQJO\ b\ ³fOaZed RU RXWdaWed LQWeOOLJeQce WKaW cRQfOaWed cLYLOLaQV
ZLWK cRPbaWaQWV.´ TKe aUWLcOe VaLd WKe PLOLWaU\ VeOdRP UecRJQL]ed LWV faLOXUeV RU
Pade cKaQJeV WR SUeYeQW cLYLOLaQ deaWKV.

TR VRPe e[WeQW, WKe APeULcaQ SeRSOe Pa\ be bOLQd WR WKLV caUQaJe, KaYLQJ beeQ
OXOOed b\ WKeLU PLOLWaU\ aQd SROLWLcaO OeadeUV LQWR beOLeYLQJ WKaW adYaQced WecKQRORJ\
aQd SUecLVLRQ VWULNeV NLOO WKe bad JX\V ZKLOe VSaULQJ WKe LQQRceQW. TKLV VedXcWLYe
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WDUJHWDEOH�VR�WKDW�WKRVH�VWDQGDUGV�FDQ�EH�IXOO\�GLVFXVVHG�DQG�GHEDWHG.�IW�FRXOG
DSSRLQW�DQG�HPSRZHU�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�DHIHQVH�DHSDUWPHQW,�RQ�ERWK�WKH
FLYLOLDQ�DQG�PLOLWDU\�VLGHV,�ZKRVH�VROH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�ZRXOG�EH�WR�UHGXFH�FLYLOLDQ
FDVXDOWLHV,�PDNH�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�SURFHVV�PRUH�WUDQVSDUHQW,�DQG�IDFLOLWDWH�SURPSW
DQG�DGHTXDWH�UHSDUDWLRQV�ZKHQHYHU�SRVVLEOH.�AQG�LW�FRXOG�RSHQ�XS�WKH�SRVW-VWULNH
DVVHVVPHQW�WR�RXWVLGH�H\HV.�TKLV�ODVW�LGHD�LV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�UHFHLYHG�DV�KHUHV\�LQVLGH�WKH
8.S.�JRYHUQPHQW.�BXW�LWÑV�DW�OHDVW�ZRUWK�SRQGHULQJ�ZKHWKHU�VRPHRQH�IURP�RXWVLGH
WKH�FKDLQ�RI�FRPPDQGÏSRVVLEO\�IURP�RXWVLGH�WKH�H[HFXWLYH�EUDQFK�DOWRJHWKHUÏ
VKRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�FKHFN�WKH�PHQWDJRQÑV�ZRUN,�EULQJLQJ�WKH�NLQG�RI�SHUVSHFWLYH�WKDW
RQO\�FRPHV�ZLWK�GLVWDQFH.�TKH�PHGLD�DQG�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�SOD\�D�FULWLFDO�UROHÏWKH�TimeV
VWRU\�LV�D�FOHDU�H[DPSOHÏEXW�WKH�8.S.�JRYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�SHUIRUP�WKLV
VRUW�RI�FKHFN�RQ�LWVHOI.

AOO�WKLV�PDWWHUV�DQG�ZRXOG�KHOS.�BXW�DV�ORQJ�DV�WKH�8QLWHG�SWDWHV�SXUVXHV
FRXQWHUWHUURULVP�WKURXJK�PLOLWDU\�PHDQV,�FLYLOLDQ�FDVXDOWLHV�LQHYLWDEO\�ZLOO�HQVXH.
AQG�VR�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�KRZ�WR�UHGXFH�WKHLU�QXPEHU,�ZKLOH�ZHOFRPH,�RXJKW�WR
LQYROYH�D�ODUJHU�GHEDWH�DERXW�WKH�W\SH�RI�ZDUIDUH�APHULFD�LV�ZDJLQJ�DQG�WKH
WHFKQRORJLFDO�DGYDQFHV�WKDW�KDYH�DOORZHGÏHYHQ�HQFRXUDJHGÏLW�WR�EH�ZDJHG.�TKRVH
DGYDQFHV�KDYH�HQDEOHG�PRUH�WDUJHWHG�DLUVWULNHV,�RIWHQ�FRQGXFWHG�E\�XQPDQQHG
DLUFUDIW�WKDW�DUH�PRUH�SUHFLVH�DQG�SUHVHQW�IHZHU�ULVNV�WR�8.S.�SHUVRQQHO.�<HW�WKRVH
VDPH�IDFWRUV�DOVR�ORZHU�WKH�FRVWV�RI�ZDUIDUH�LQ�WKH�H\HV�RI�WKH�8.S.�SXEOLF,�DQG�WKXV
WKH�WKUHVKROG�IRU�PLOLWDU\�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�LQ�DUHDV�ZKHUH�ZH�ZRXOG�EH�XQZLOOLQJ�WR
GHSOR\�ODUJH�QXPEHUV�RI�JURXQG�WURRSV.�CRQVLGHU�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ:�HDG�WKH�ŴJKW
DJDLQVW�DO-QDHGD�RU�ISIS�UHTXLUHG�WKH�GHSOR\PHQW�RI�VXEVWDQWLDO�8.S.�JURXQG�WURRSV,
LV�LW�UHDOLVWLF�WR�DVVXPH�ZH�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�LQYROYHG�LQ�VR�PDQ\�WKHDWHUV,�IRU�VR
PDQ\�\HDUV,�ZLWK�VR�OLWWOH�SURVSHFW�RI�EULQJLQJ�WKH�FRQŷLFW�WR�D�GHFLVLYH�HQG?��

IWÑV�D�WUHDFKHURXV�WULIHFWD:�WKH�SURPLVH�RI�JUHDWHU�SUHFLVLRQ�DQG�FHUWDLQW\�RI�IHZHU
8.S.�FDVXDOWLHV;�ZKLFK�OHDGV�WR�PRUH�IUHTXHQW�XVH�RI�PLOLWDU\�IRUFH�LQ�PRUH�GLYHUVH
WKHDWUHV�ZLWKRXW�D�VXEVWDQWLDO�8.S.�JURXQG�SUHVHQFH;�ZKLFK�HQWDLOV�GLPLQLVKHG
DELOLW\�ERWK�WR�JDWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�ZKR�LV�EHLQJ�WDUJHWHG�EHIRUH�D�VWULNH�DQG
DVVHVV�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�DIWHUZDUG.�:LWK�WKH�KXPDQ�FRVWV�RI�ZDUV�VXEVWDQWLDOO\
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concepW Wook hold ZiWh Yideo of Veemingl\ pinpoinW VWUikeV dXUing Whe fiUVW PeUVian
GXlf ZaU and ZaV UeinfoUced Vince b\ ZideVpUead XVe of dUone VWUikeV b\ PUeVidenWV
GeoUge W. BXVh, BaUack Obama and Donald TUXmp againVW faUaZa\ WaUgeWV.

HoZeYeU pUeciVe Whe ZeaponV, caUefXl Whe planneUV and Vkilled Whe fighWeUV, ZaU
ineYiWabl\ inclXdeV miVWakeV WhaW kill ciYilianV. LeadeUV need Wo be honeVW WhaW WheUe
iV no VXch Whing aV anWiVepWic combaW, Zhile AmeUicanV need Wo XndeUVWand Whe fXll
coVW and conVeTXenceV of miliWaU\ acWionV XndeUWaken in WheiU nameV.

TheVe aUe noW idle conceUnV. The pace of aWWackV and ciYilian caVXalWieV VeemV Wo
be UiVing, and ZiWh Whem Whe poWenWial foU alienaWing Whe YeU\ people AmeUica hopeV
Wo VaYe. The anWi-ISIS fighW haV TXickened and moYed inWo cUoZded ciWieV, bXW Whe
pUeVidenW haV alVo giYen field commandeUV moUe aXWhoUiW\ Wo make baWWlefield
deciVionV in an ill-defined hXnW foU WeUUoUiVWV.

CiYilian deaWhV impoVe anoWheU penalW\. The\ become a UecUXiWing Wool foU
WeUUoUiVWV and XndeUmine coXnWeUWeUUoUiVm opeUaWionV. IW¶V Xp Wo CongUeVV Wo enVXUe
WUXe accoXnWabiliW\ and WUanVpaUenc\, if Whe adminiVWUaWion doeV noW, b\ holding
heaUingV and demanding anVZeUV.

Follow The New York Times Opinion section on Facebook and Twitter

(@NYTOpinion), and sign up for the Opinion Today newsletter.  

A YeUVion of WhiV ediWoUial appeaUV in pUinW on NoYembeU 24, 2017, on Page A26 of Whe NeZ YoUk ediWion
ZiWh Whe headline: The TUXWh AboXW Whe CoVW of WaU.

� 2018 The NeZ YoUk TimeV Compan\
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EYHU\�QRZ�aQG�aJaLQ,�aQ�aUWLcOH�LV�SXbOLVKHG�abRXW�VRPHWKLQJ�\RX�NQRZ�\RX�VKRXOG
NQRZ,�bXW�GRQ'W�ZaQW�WR�NQRZ.

ÓTKH�UQcRXQWHG,ÔA]PaW�KKaQ�aQG�AQaQG�GRSaOÑV�JURXQGbUHaNLQJ�SLHcH�abRXW�WKH
cLYLOLaQV�NLOOHG�LQ�WKH�U.S.�caPSaLJQ�aJaLQVW�WKH�IVOaPLc�SWaWHÏaQG�WKH�cRQVLGHUabOH
JaS�bHWZHHQ�WKHLU�WaOO\�RI�VXcK�GHaWKV�aQG�WKH�QXPbHUV�UHSRUWHG�b\�WKH�PHQWaJRQÏ
LV�RQH�RI�WKHP.�WH�caQQRW�VSHaN�WR�WKH�SUHcLVH�GaWa,�bXW�WKHLU�NHZ�YRUN�TLPHV

Ac Accdjci^cg fdg i]e Uccdjcied
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Maga]ine�SLHFH,�DQG�WKH�YHULŴHG�WUDJHG\�RI�WKH�5D]]R�IDPLO\�DW�LWV�FHQWHU,�DUH
HPEOHPDWLF�RI�D�ELJJHU�VWRU\�WKDW�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�ULQJV�WUXH.

BDVLP�5D]]R�ZDV�D�PHPEHU�RI�RQH�RI�WKH�ROGHVW�IDPLOLHV�LQ�MRVXO,�DQG�WKH�DUWLFOH
UHFRXQWV�WKH�QLJKW�KH�ZRNH�XS�WR�ŴQG�KLV�URRI�FROODSVHG�DQG�KRPH�GHVWUR\HGÏWKH
UHVXOW�RI�DQ�APHULFDQ�ERPE.�7KRXJK�5D]]R�KLPVHOI�VXUYLYHG,�WKH�DWWDFN�WRRN�IURP
KLP�KLV�ZLIH�DQG�GDXJKWHU,�DQG�WKH�VWRU\�FKURQLFOHV�KLV�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�LQWR�ZK\�LW
RFFXUUHG.�HH�ŴQGV,�WR�KLV�KRUURU,�WKDW�KLV�KRXVH�ZDV�GHOLEHUDWHO\�WDUJHWHG;�APHULFDQ
GURQHV�KDG�PRQLWRUHG�LW�IRU�WKUHH�GD\V�EHIRUH�VWULNLQJ,�DSSDUHQWO\�DFWLQJ�RQ
RXWGDWHG�UHSRUWV�WKDW�LW�ZDV�DQ�I6I6�FRPPDQG�FHQWHU.��7KH�GURQH�IRRWDJH�IDLOHG�WR
FRQŴUP�WKRVH�UHSRUWV.�IW�DOVR�IDLOHG�WR�UHIXWH�WKHP.�7KDW,�DSSDUHQWO\,�ZDV�VXůFLHQW
IRU�WKH�8.6.�PLOLWDU\�WR�SURFHHG.

7KH�TimeV�VWRU\�LV�RQH�RI�IDXOW\�LQWHOOLJHQFH�GULYLQJ�ZURQJ-KHDGHG�DVVXPSWLRQV�WKDW
GHFLPDWH�LQQRFHQW�OLYHV�DQG�HPELWWHU�VXUYLYRUV.�IW�LV�D�VWRU\�DERXW�KRZ�D�OHJDO�DQG
EXUHDXFUDWLF�IRJ�FDQ�PDNH�LW�DOPRVW�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�WUDJLF�PLVWDNHV�WR�FRPH�WR�OLJKW,
WRR�RIWHQ�OHDYLQJ�LQVWHDG�D�IDOVH�VHQVH�RI�FRPIRUW�WKDW�VXFK�PLVWDNHV�QHYHU
KDSSHQHG�DW�DOO.�AQG�LW�LV�D�VWRU\�DERXW�D�SROLF\�WKDW�ZDUUDQWV�KRQHVW�GLVFXVVLRQ,�DQG
FKDQJH.�:H�ERWK�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�WKDW�SROLF\�XS�FORVH.�IQ�WKH�OEDPD�:KLWH�HRXVH,�RQH
RI�XV�ZDV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV,�WKH�RWKHU�IRU�FRRUGLQDWLQJ�WKH�FRXQWHU-I6I6
FDPSDLJQ.�IQ�WKLV�UHVSHFW,�ZH�ZHUH�SDUW�RI�DQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�WKDW�IHOO�VKRUW.

AW�WKH�RXWVHW,�WZR�SRLQWV.�FLUVW,�SDLQIXO�OHVVRQV�RI�WKH�DUWLFOH�DVLGH,�WKH�8.6.�PLOLWDU\
LV�VWDŬHG�XS�DQG�GRZQ�LWV�UDQNV�ZLWK�RůFHUV�ZKR�FDUH�DERXW�DQG�VHHN�WR�SURWHFW
LQQRFHQW�OLIH.�LLNHZLVH,�PUHVLGHQW�OEDPD�DQG�KLV�VHQLRU�NDWLRQDO�6HFXULW\�CRXQFLO
WHDP�ZHUH�FRQYLQFHG�RI�WKH�PRUDO�DQG�VWUDWHJLF�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�SUHVHUYLQJ�FLYLOLDQ
OLIH�LQ�FRQŷLFW,�XQGHUVWRRG�WUDQVSDUHQF\�DV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�GHPRFUDWLF�DFFRXQWDELOLW\,
DQG�ZHUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�RSHUDWLQJ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�UXOH�RI�ODZ.

6HFRQG,�WKH�TimeV�DUWLFOH�FDUULHV�WKH�XQPLVWDNDEOH�LPSOLFDWLRQ�WKDW�WKLQJV�ZLOO�JHW
ZRUVH.�7KH�7UXPS�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�KDV�FHOHEUDWHG�D�QR-KROGV-EDUUHG�DSSURDFK�WR�WKH
ŴJKW�DJDLQVW�I6I6,�JLYHQ�JUHDWHU�GHIHUHQFH�WR�JURXQG�FRPPDQGHUV,�ORRVHQHG
UHVWULFWLRQV�LPSRVHG�E\�LWV�SUHGHFHVVRU,�DQG�H[SDQGHG�WKH�ŴJKW�WR�DQ�HYHU-JURZLQJ
QXPEHU�RI�MLGGOH�EDVWHUQ�DQG�AIULFDQ�WKHDWHUV.�7KLV�DGGV�XS�WR�D�TXDVL-DXWRPDWLF
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UHFLSH�IRU�JUHDWHU�FLYLOLDQ�FDVXDOWLHV.�IQGHSHQGHQW�PRQLWRULQJ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�KDYH
WUDFNHG�WKH�QXPEHUV,�DQG�LQYDULDEO\�WKH\�SRLQW�WR�D�VHULRXV�XSWLFN�LQ�FLYLOLDQ�GHDWKV
LQ�IUDT�DQG�6\ULD�VLQFH�JDQXDU\�2017.�7KH�H[SODQDWLRQ�OLHV�SDUWO\�LQ�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�LQ
IUDT�DQG�6\ULD�WRZDUG�WKH�ŴQDO,�PRUH�XUEDQ�SKDVH�RI�WKH�FRQŷLFW�LQ�WKH�KHDYLO\
SRSXODWHG�FLWLHV�RI�0RVXO�DQG�5DTTD.�BXW�SDUWO\�RQO\.�IW�DOVR�OLHV�LQ�SROLF\�JXLGDQFH,
DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�PDWWHUV�VXFK�DV�WRQH,�DWWLWXGH,�DQG�SULRULWLHV�VHW�DW�WKH�YHU\�WRSÏ
LQFOXGLQJ�E\�WKH�FRPPDQGHU�LQ�FKLHI.�7KHVH�KDYH�D�ZD\�RI�WULFNOLQJ�GRZQ�DQG
DŬHFWLQJ�SHUIRUPDQFH�RQ�WKH�EDWWOHŴHOG.

AQG�\HW.�7KRVH�GHDG�FLYLOLDQV�WKDW�TKe�NeZ�YRUN�TLPeV�IRXQG�QRW�WR�KDYH�EHHQ
FRXQWHG�ZHUH�QRW�FRXQWHG�E\�WKH�2EDPD�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ.�7KH\�ZHUH�QRW�FRXQWHG�E\
SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�LQWHQW�RQ�OLPLWLQJ�FLYLOLDQ�FDVXDOWLHV�DQG�HQVXULQJ�WUDQVSDUHQF\.
7KDW�WKRVH�VDIHJXDUGV�SURYHG�LQDGHTXDWH�HYHQ�LQ�WKH�KDQGV�RI�DQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ
WKDW�FRQVLGHUHG�WKHP�D�SULRULW\�UDLVHV�SDUWLFXODUO\�YH[LQJ�TXHVWLRQV.

6RPH�DQVZHUV�DUH�UHODWLYHO\�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDYH�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKeP
UDWKHU�WKDQ�ZLWK�XV:�I6I6�KLG�DPRQJ�FLYLOLDQV,�XVHG�WKHP�DV�KXPDQ�VKLHOGV,�DQG�GLG
ZKDW�LW�QHHGHG�WR�GR�HLWKHU�WR�GHWHU�FRDOLWLRQ�DLUVWULNHV�RU�HQVXUH�WKH\�ZRXOG�FRPH�DW
KLJK�FRVW.�LLNH�DO-4DHGD,�I6I6�SUHVHQWV�WKH�ZHOO-NQRZQ�EXW�GLůFXOW�GLOHPPD�RI�KRZ
WR�GHDO�ZLWK�QRQ-XQLIRUPHG�FRPEDWDQWV.�E[SRVLQJ�LQQRFHQWV�WR�KDUP�LV�DW�WKH�FRUH
RI�WKHLU�WDFWLFV,�DQG�H[DJJHUDWLQJ�WKRVH�KDUPV�WR�JHQHUDWH�SXEOLF�RXWUDJH�LV�DW�WKH
IURQW�RI�WKHLU�SOD\ERRN.

<HW�WKRVH�H[SODQDWLRQV�JR�RQO\�VR�IDU.�:DU�E\�LWV�YHU\�QDWXUH�SUHVHQWV�ZUHQFKLQJ
FKRLFHV,�EXW�WKRVH�FKRLFHVÏVRPH�DW�WKH�SROLF\�OHYHO,�RWKHUV�DW�WKH�RSHUDWLRQDO�RQHÏ
QHHG�WR�EH�PDGH,�DQG�DOO�FDQ�KDYH�PRPHQWRXV�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�FLYLOLDQV.�IQ�PDNLQJ
WKH�FULWLFDO�GHFLVLRQ�WR�XVH�PLOLWDU\�IRUFH,�D�JRYHUQPHQW�FURVVHV�D�WKUHVKROG�LQWR�D
]RQH�ZKHUH�LPSUHFLVLRQ�DQG�XQFHUWDLQW\,�ERWK�EHDULQJ�RQ�LQQRFHQW�SHRSOHÑV�OLYHV,
ZLOO�LQIHFW�HYHU\�OHYHO�RI�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ.�HRZ�PXFK�WROHUDQFH�LV�WKHUH�IRU�FLYLOLDQ
FDVXDOWLHV�ZLWKLQ�OHJDO�OLPLWV?�HRZ�GRHV�RQH�LGHQWLI\�D�WDUJHW?�:KDW�VWDQGDUG�RI
UHOLDELOLW\�VKRXOG�EH�DSSOLHG�WR�PDNLQJ�VXFK�D�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ?�2QFH�WKDW�GHFLVLRQ�LV
UHDFKHG,�ZKDW�SURFHGXUHV�DUH�LQ�SODFH�WR�YHULI\�LW�ZDV�FRUUHFW,�DQG�WR�PDNH�DPHQGV
DQG�SURYLGH�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�LI�LW�ZDV�QRW?
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WKDW�WKH�TimeV�VWRU\�WHOOV�XV�LV�KRZ�LQ�IUDT�(EXW�VXUHO\�LQ�RWKHU�WKHDWHUV�DV�ZHOO)
WKRVH�LPSUHFLVLRQV�DQG�XQFHUWDLQWLHV�WRR�RIWHQ�FRVW�LQQRFHQW�SHRSOH�WKHLU�OLYHV,�DQG
WKHQ�OHG�WKHLU�GHDWKV�WR�EH�XQDFNQRZOHGJHG.�BURDG�FULWHULD�IRU�ZKR�RU�ZKDW�FRXOG�EH
WDUJHWHG�ZHUH�VXSHULPSRVHG�XSRQ�LPSHUIHFW�V\VWHPV�IRU�LGHQWLI\LQJ�WKRVH�WDUJHWV,
ZKLFK�ZHUH�H[DFHUEDWHG�E\�WKH�RSDFLW\�RI�DIWHU-DFWLRQ�YHULŴFDWLRQ�DQG�UHSDUDWLRQ
SURFHGXUHV.�AOO�RI�WKLV�ZDV�FRPSRXQGHG�E\�D�QDWXUDO�WHQGHQF\�WR�JLYH�U.S.�PLOLWDU\
RSHUDWRUV�WKH�EHQHŴW�RI�WKH�GRXEW.�SR�VKRXOG�D�TXHVWLRQ�DULVH�DERXW�ZKDW�DFWXDOO\
KDSSHQHG,�WKH�PHQWDJRQ�ZDV�XQOLNHO\�WR�FODVVLI\�FDVXDOWLHV�DV�FLYLOLDQV�DEVHQW�D�KLJK
OHYHO�RI�FHUWDLQW\.�BDVLP�RD]]RÑV�IDPLO\�ZDV�GRXEO\�YLFWLPL]HG�E\�WKLV�SURFHVV,
ZKLFK�ERWK�OHG�WKHP�WR�EH�ZURQJO\�WDUJHWHG�DQG�WKHQ�PDGH�WKHLU�GHYDVWDWLQJ�ORVVHV
WRR�HDV\�WR�LJQRUH.

TKH�LVVXH�ZDV�DJJUDYDWHG�E\�WKH�W\SH�RI�VWUXJJOH�WKH�UQLWHG�SWDWHV�KDV�FKRVHQ�WR
FRQGXFW�LQ�IUDT�DQG�S\ULD�DQG�LQ�ZKLFK,�RQH�FDQ�UHDVRQDEO\�SUHGLFW,�LW�ZLOO�DJDLQ�EH
HQJDJHG�LQ�WKH�IRUHVHHDEOH�IXWXUH.�TKLV�LV�QRW�WKH�NLQG�RI�FRXQWHUWHUURULVP�HŬRUW
WKDW�IRFXVHV�RQ�WDUJHWLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV�GHHPHG�WR�SUHVHQW�D�GLUHFW�DQG�LPPLQHQW
WKUHDW�WR�WKH�UQLWHG�SWDWHV,�ZKLFK�LV�ZKHUH�OEDPD�WULHG�WR�JXLGH�U.S.�DFWLRQV�LQ
WKHDWHUV�DZD\�IURP�KRW�EDWWOHŴHOGV,�VXFK�DV�SRPDOLD�RU�<HPHQ.�RDWKHU,�WKH�FRXQWHU-
ISIS�FDPSDLJQ�DLPV�WR�GHJUDGH�DQG�GHIHDW�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DV�D�ZKROH,�GHHPLQJ�LWV
YHU\�H[LVWHQFH�D�GDQJHU�WR�APHULFDÑV�VHFXULW\.�TKHUH�ZHUH�FLYLOLDQ�FDVXDOWLHV�DQG
UHSRUWV�RI�XQGHUFRXQWLQJ�LQ�WKH�IRUPHU�FDVHV�DV�ZHOO,�RI�FRXUVH.�BXW�WKH�PDJQLWXGH
LQHYLWDEO\�LQFUHDVHG�DV�WKH�VFRSH�DQG�JRDO�RI�WKH�EDWWOH�H[SDQGHG,�DQG�WKH�VWUDWHJLF
LPSHUDWLYH�RI�NHHSLQJ�FLYLOLDQ�FDVXDOWLHV�WR�DQ�DEVROXWH�PLQLPXP�UHFHGHG.

NRU�ZDV�WKLV�D�W\SLFDO�FRXQWHULQVXUJHQF\,�IRU�LW�GLGQÑW�HQWDLO�WKH�VL]HDEOH�U.S.
JURXQG�SUHVHQFH�WKDW�ZDV�D�KDOOPDUN�RI�RSHUDWLRQV�LQ�AIJKDQLVWDQ�RU,�HDUOLHU�RQ,
IUDT�LWVHOI.�TKRVH�RSHUDWLRQV�SURGXFHG�EHWWHU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�WHUUDLQ,�DOORZHG
GLUHFW�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�FRPPXQLWLHV,�DQG�HQDEOHG�HŬRUWVÏVRPHWLPHV�VXFFHVVIXO,
VRPHWLPHV�QRWÏWR�DYRLG�DOLHQDWLQJ�WKH�ORFDO�SRSXODWLRQ.�IQ�AIJKDQLVWDQ�LQ
SDUWLFXODU,�VHQLRU�FRPPDQGHUV�VDZ�FLYLOLDQ�SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�UHSDUDWLRQV�DV�LQWHJUDO�WR
WKH�FRUH�PLVVLRQ�DQG�GLUHFWHG�WKHLU�WURRSV�WR�DFW�DFFRUGLQJO\.�IQ�FRQWUDVW,�LQ�WKH
FRXQWHU-ISIS�FDPSDLJQ,�WKH�U.S.�SDUW�RI�WKH�ŴJKWLQJ�FKLHŷ\�UHOLHG�RQ�DLUSRZHU,�DQG
PXFK�RI�WKH�WHUULWRU\�ZKHUH�VWULNHV�RFFXUUHG�ZDV�XQGHU�ISIS�FRQWURO.�IW�ZDV�QHLWKHU
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ŴVK�QRU�IRZO,�EXW�D�K\EULG:�D�FRXQWHULQVXUJHQF\�REMHFWLYH�SXUVXHG�E\�PHDQV�RI
FRXQWHUWHUURULVP�WDFWLFV.

TKDW�FKRLFH�LV�XQGHUVWDQGDEOH.�TKH�PLOLWDU\�FDPSDLJQ�ZDV�D�K\EULG�EHFDXVH�ISIS�ZDV
WRRÏXQOLNH�DO-QDHGDÑV�VPDOO,�FODQGHVWLQH�FHOOV,�LW�ZDV�SDUW�VWDWH,�SDUW�LQVXUJHQF\,
SDUW�WHUURULVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ.�TKH�PHQWDJRQ�ZDV�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�D�QRYHO�W\SH�RI�ZDUIDUH
DJDLQVW�D�IDU�ODUJHU�QHWZRUN�WKDQ�LW�KDG�SUHYLRXVO\�WDNHQ�RQ,�ZKHUH�SUH-�DQG�SRVW-
VWULNH�LQWHOOLJHQFH�FROOHFWLRQ�ZDV�FULWLFDO�EXW�WKH�LQWHOOLJHQFH�EDVH�UHODWLYHO\�VKDOORZ,
WKH�H[SHFWHG�SDFH�RI�RSHUDWLRQV�KLJK,�DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�8.S.�WURRSV�RQ�WKH�JURXQG
ORZ.�BXW�WKDW�FKRLFH,�DQG�UHODWHG�FKRLFHV,�FDUULHG�UHDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV.�IW�PDWWHUHG
WKDW�WKH�PLOLWDU\�GLG�QRW�SODFH�WKH�VDPH�VWUDWHJLF�HPSKDVLV�RQ�FLYLOLDQ�SURWHFWLRQ
WKDW�LW�KDG�FRPH�WR�DSSO\�LQ�AIJKDQLVWDQ.�IW�PDWWHUHG�WKDW�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�GLGQÑW
DSSO\�WR�IUDT�DQG�S\ULD�WKH�PRUH�UHVWULFWLYH�WDUJHWLQJ�VDIHJXDUGV�LW�KDG�GHYHORSHG�IRU
ORFDWLRQV�PRUH�UHPRWH�IURP�KRW�EDWWOHŴHOGV,�OLNH�SRPDOLD�DQG�<HPHQ,�ZKLFKÏ
KRZHYHU�LPSHUIHFWÏKHOSHG�FRQWDLQ�WKH�VFRSH�RI�8.S.�RSHUDWLRQV.�TKH�FDPSDLJQ
DJDLQVW�ISIS,�LQ�VKRUW,�KDG�WKH�EUHDGWK�DQG�VFRSH�RI�D�FRXQWHULQVXUJHQF\�HŬRUW,�EXW
ZLWKRXW�WKH�EXLOW-LQ�PHDQV�DQG�LQFHQWLYHV�WKDW�DUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�UHVWUDLQ�LW.

TKHQ,�WKHUH�LV�WKH�LVVXH�RI�XQGHUFRXQWLQJÏGRFXPHQWHG�QRW�VROHO\�LQ�WKH�FRXQWHU-
ISIS�FDPSDLJQ�EXW�LQ�RWKHU�WKHDWHUV�RI�RSHUDWLRQV�DV�ZHOO.�TKH�OEDPD�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ
ZDV�QRW�EOLQG�WR�WKH�SUREOHP.�IW�SUHVVHG�IRU�IXOOHU�DQG�PRUH�UHJXODU�FDVXDOW\
UHSRUWLQJ,�VKDUHG�SUHYLRXVO\�QRQ-SXEOLF�VWDWLVWLFV�DERXW�LWV�RSHUDWLRQV,�SUREHG�SUHVV
DQG�NGO�DFFRXQWV,�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�ŴHOG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WR�VHH�LI�WKHUH�PLJKW�EH�FUHDWLYH
PHFKDQLVPV�IRU�SD\LQJ�DPHQGV�LQ�DUHDV�ZKHUH�WKH�8.S.�ZDV�DEVHQW,�DQG�KHOSHG
FUDIW�D�SUHVLGHQWLDO�RUGHU�WKDW�PHPRULDOL]HG�ZKDW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�FRQVLGHUHG�EHVW
SUDFWLFHV�ZKHQ�LW�FDPH�WR�UHYLHZ�DQG�DPHQGV�SURFHGXUHV.�OQH�RI�XV�KDV�ZULWWHQ
DERXW�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKHVH�DQG�UHODWHG�PHDVXUHV�HOVHZKHUH,�EXW�ERWK�RI�XV
EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKHVH�VWHSV�GLG�QRW�GR�HQRXJK.

:KDW�PLJKW�DQ�RYHUDOO�EHWWHU�DSSURDFK�WR�FLYLOLDQ�FDVXDOWLHV�ORRN�OLNH?�FRU�VWDUWHUV,�LW
FRXOG�VHW�LQ�SODFH�VWDQGDUGV�WKDW�HQVXUH�ZH�HUU�PRUH�RIWHQ�RQ�WKH�VLGH�RI�FDXWLRQ�LQ
LGHQWLI\LQJ�WDUJHWV�DQG�HVWDEOLVK�PRUH�UHDOLVWLF�WKUHVKROGV�IRU�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�HUURU.
IW�FRXOG�PDNH�DYDLODEOH�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�ZKR�DQG�ZKDW�WKH�8.S.�FRQVLGHUV
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VKLIWHG�WR�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH,�LW�KDV�EHFRPH�HDVLHU�WR�LQLWLDWH,�SHUSHWXDWH,�DQG�IRUJHW
WKHP.

AQG�WKH�GHEDWH�DERXW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FLYLOLDQ�FDVXDOWLHV�DOVR�RXJKW�WR�LQYROYH�WKH
GHHSHU�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZK\,�VRPH�17�\HDUV�DIWHU�9/11,�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�UHPDLQV�DV
LQWHQVHO\�HQJDJHG�LQ�D�VHHPLQJO\�HQGOHVV�PLOLWDU\�FDPSDLJQ�DJDLQVW�HYHU-PXWDWLQJ
DůOLDWHV�RI�DO-4DHGD�DQG�I6I6,�ZLWK�DOO�LWV�XQLQWHQGHG,�\HW�XQDYRLGDEOH,
FRQVHTXHQFHV.�DXULQJ�GHRUJH�:.�BXVKÑV�SUHVLGHQF\,�PDQ\�RI�XV�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH
RI�WKH�SDUWLVDQ�GLYLGH�GHFULHG�KLV�HDUO\�UHIHUHQFH�WR�D�ÓZDU�RQ�WHUURU,Ô�EHFDXVH
WHUURULVP�GHŴQHV�D�WDFWLF,�QRW�DQ�HQHP\;�EHFDXVH�PLOLWDU\�IRUFH�LV�RQO\�D�YHU\�SDUWLDO
ZD\�RI�DGGUHVVLQJ�LWV�URRW�FDXVHV;�DQG,�\HV,�EHFDXVH�WKH�VR-FDOOHG�FROODWHUDO�GDPDJH
LQŷLFWHG�RQ�FLYLOLDQV�E\�WKH�PLOLWDU\�FDPSDLJQ�ULVNHG�UHSURGXFLQJ�WKH�YHU\
FRQGLWLRQV�RQ�ZKLFK�WHUURULVW�JURXSV�WKULYH.

AV�FULWLFV,�LW�WXUQV�RXW,�ZH�JRW�LW�RQO\�KDOI�ULJKW.�:H�VWRSSHG�FDOOLQJ�LW�D�JOREDO�ZDU�RQ
WHUURU.�BXW�LQ�PDQ\�UHVSHFWV�ZH�FRQWLQXHG�FRQGXFWLQJ�WKH�FDPSDLJQ�DV�LI�LW�ZHUH
RQH.�:H�DGMXVWHG�RXU�PHWKRGV�EXW�UHWDLQHG�PXFK�RI�WKH�VXEVWDQFH,�ZDJLQJ�DQ�HYHU-
H[SDQGLQJ�ZDU�DJDLQVW�DQ�HQHP\�ZKRVH�DůOLDWHV�NHSW�SUROLIHUDWLQJ.�7KH�SDUDGR[�LV
WKDW�DUJXDEO\�QR�VHQLRU�RůFLDO�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�KDV�EHHQ�DV�FOHDU-H\HG�RU�DV�VREHU
DERXW�WKH�P\WKV�DQG�UHDOLWLHV�RI�WHUURULVP,�LWV�UHDO�DQG�LPDJLQDU\�FRVWV,�DQG�WKH
GDQJHUV�RI�RYHUUHDFWLQJ�WR�LW,�WKDQ�ZDV�PUHVLGHQW�OEDPD.�7KDW�KH�WRR�XOWLPDWHO\�IHOW
FRPSHOOHG�WR�IRFXV�DV�KH�GLG�RQ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�DVSHFWV�RI�FRXQWHUWHUURULVP�VSHDNV�WR
WKH�WKUHDW�SRVHG�E\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�DW�OHDVW�SDUWLDOO\�HQJDJHG�LQ�SORWWLQJ
RYHUVHDV�RSHUDWLRQV,�DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�WKH�GLůFXOW�WUDGHRŬV�EHWZHHQ�WDNLQJ�JUHDWHU�FDUH
DW�WKH�ULVN�RI�PRYLQJ�PRUH�VORZO\,�RU�EHLQJ�PRUH�DJJUHVVLYH�DW�WKH�ULVN�RI�LQFXUULQJ
KLJKHU�KXPDQ�FRVW.���

IW�VSHDNV�YROXPHV,�WRR,�DERXW�WKH�VWDWH�RI�APHULFDQ�SROLWLFV.�HDG�OEDPD�SHUVLVWHG
LQ�PDNLQJ�DQ�HPLQHQWO\�UDWLRQDO�FDVH�DERXW�WKH�SHULOV�RI�K\SLQJ�WKH�WHUURULVW�WKUHDW,
DQG�KDG�D�WHUURULVW�DWWDFN�RQ�8.6.�VRLO�VXFFHHGHG,�KH�ULVNHG�IRUIHLWLQJ�WKH�APHULFDQ
SHRSOHÑV�WUXVW.�AJDLQVW�D�SROLWLFDO�EDFNGURS�WKDW�ZDV�SDUWLVDQ,�SRODUL]HG,
GHPDJRJLFDO,�DQG�SURQH�WR�VFDSHJRDWLQJ�RXWVLGHUV,�VXFK�DQ�DWWDFN�DOPRVW�FHUWDLQO\
ZRXOG�KDYH�SURPSWHG�FDOOV�IRU�UHWDOLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PRVW�UHFNOHVV�DQG�DJJUHVVLYH�VRUW.
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AQG�VR�KH�OHaQHG�RQ�WKH�VLGH�RI�SUHHPSWLQJ�WKaW�ULVN.�HH�WRRN�GHFLVLRQV�WKaW
H[SHGLWHG�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�ISISÑV�VR-FaOOHG�FaOLSKaWH.�BXW,�LQ�VR�GRLQJ,�KH�WRRN
aQRWKHU�VWHS�WRZaUG�EHFRPLQJ�WKH�FRPPaQGHU�LQ�FKLHI�RI�aQ�LOO-GHŴQHG�EaWWOH
aJaLQVW�WHUURULVWV.

IQ�aQ�aUWLFOH�RQH�RI�XV�FR-aXWKRUHG�VHYHUaO�PRQWKV�aJR�ZLWK�JRQ�FLQHU,�SHFUHWaU\�RI
SWaWH�JRKQ�KHUU\ÑV�IRUPHU�FKLHI�RI�VWaŬ,�ZH�UHFRJQL]HG�WKaW�IRUFH�aW�WLPHV�ZRXOG�EH
QHHGHG�WR�FRQIURQW�WHUURULVW�JURXSV�ZKLOH�OaPHQWLQJ�RXU�H[FHVVLYH�IRFXV�RQ,�aQG
RYHU-PLOLWaUL]aWLRQ�RI,�WKH�HŬRUW;�GHVFULEHG�WKH�RIWHQ�KLGGHQ�FRVWV�RI�a�QaWLRQaO
REVHVVLRQ�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�OEaPa�aGPLQLVWUaWLRQ�LWVHOI�KaG�SaUWO\�VXFFXPEHG;�IHaUHG
KRZ�IaU�PUHVLGHQW�TUXPS�PLJKW�JR;�aQG�KRSHG�IRU�a�QHFHVVaU\,�aOEHLW�LPSUREaEOH,
KRQHVW�FRQYHUVaWLRQ�aERXW�WKH�UHaO�PaJQLWXGH�RI�WKH�WHUURULVW�WKUHaW�aQG�KRZ�WR�GHaO
ZLWK�LW.

TKaW�aOO�UHPaLQV�WUXHÏaQG,�JLYHQ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�WaNHQ�E\�WKH�TUXPS�aGPLQLVWUaWLRQ,
HYHQ�PRUH�VR�WRGa\�WKaQ�aW�WKaW�WLPH.�IWÑV�aOVR�WUXH�WKaW�XQWLO�WKLV�FKaQJHV,�aQ
LQFUHaVLQJ�QXPEHU�RI�LQQRFHQW�OLYHV�ZLOO�VXŬHU�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFH.�SRPH�ZLOO�EH
FRXQWHG.�OWKHUV,�QRW.�AOO�ZLOO�KaYH�SaLG�a�WHUULEOH�SULFH.

�
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OSinion _  23-ED C2N75IB8725

WhaW We OZe Whe InnocenW VicWimV of
America¶V WarV
B\ 3A75ICK /EAH< N29. 22, 2017

WASHINGTON ² IQ ³The UQcRXQWed,´ WheiU aUWicOe iQ The NeZ YRUN TiPeV
Maga]iQe OaVW ZeeN, A]PaW KhaQ aQd AQaQd GRSaO Oaid baUe a WUagic UeaOiW\ Rf
APeUicaQ PiOiWaU\ RSeUaWiRQV agaiQVW Whe IVOaPic SWaWe: Whe XQWROd haUP iQfOicWed RQ
ciYiOiaQV.

ThaW Whe IVOaPic SWaWe iV gXiOW\ Rf hRUUific aWURciWieV iV cRPPRQ NQRZOedge. BXW
PRVW APeUicaQV VeeP XQaZaUe Rf Whe hXPaQ WROO Rf RXU RZQ acWiRQV, Whe
cRQVeTXeQceV WhiV haV fRU RXU QaWiRQaO VecXUiW\ aQd RXU UeSXWaWiRQ, aQd WhaW WRR
RfWeQ Whe ciYiOiaQ caVXaOWieV Ze caXVe aUe Whe UeVXOW Rf aYRidabOe PiVWaNeV. ThiV PXVW
chaQge.

SiQce Whe SeSW. 11 WeUURUiVW aWWacNV, Whe QXPbeU Rf YiROeQW e[WUePiVW gURXSV haV
gURZQ acURVV PXOWiSOe cRQWiQeQWV. FURP S\Uia WR SRPaOia WR PaNiVWaQ, Whe UQiWed
SWaWeV iV cRPbaWiQg PaQ\ Rf WheVe gURXSV ² XVXaOO\ ZiWh bRPbV aQd PiVViOeV. LaUge
QXPbeUV Rf iQQRceQW SeRSOe aUe iQYaUiabO\ caXghW iQ Whe PiddOe.

TheUe aUe SUacWicaO Za\V WhaW Ze caQ iPSURYe hRZ Ze SURWecW ciYiOiaQV aV Ze
fighW YiROeQW e[WUePiVWV. TheVe chaQgeV ZiOO iPSURYe RXU PiOiWaU\ RSeUaWiRQV aQd
PaNe RXU cRXQWU\ VafeU iQ Whe ORQg UXQ.

CRQWUaU\ WR ZhaW VRPe beOieYe, WaNiQg aOO UeaVRQabOe aQd feaVibOe SUecaXWiRQV WR
SURWecW ciYiOiaQV, aQd PiWigaWiQg Whe UeVXOWiQg aQgeU ZheQ Ze haUP WheP, dReV QRW
Qeed WR iPSede PiOiWaU\ RSeUaWiRQV. IQ facW, Whe UQiWed SWaWeV PiOiWaU\ haV
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UecRgQi]ed WhaW dRiQg VR iV cUiWicaO WR RXU VXcceVV, aQd iW haV UXOeV Rf eQgagePeQW
deVigQed WR aYRid haUPiQg ciYiOiaQV. BXW ZhiOe Whe accXUac\ Rf RXU ZeaSRQV haV
VWeadiO\ iPSURYed, WRR RfWeQ Whe\ hiW Whe ZURQg WaUgeWV.

The PeQWagRQ Va\V WhaW RQO\ 89 Rf aSSUR[iPaWeO\ 14,000 aiUVWUikeV iQ Whe aiU ZaU
agaiQVW Whe IVOaPic SWaWe haYe kiOOed ciYiOiaQV. BXW The NeZ YRUk TiPeV Maga]iQe¶V
UeSRUWeUV ² cRQdXcWiQg e[WeQViYe RQ Whe gURXQd aQd VaWeOOiWe UeVeaUch ² fRXQd WhaW
RQe iQ fiYe aiUVWUikeV UeVXOWed iQ ciYiOiaQ deaWhV. AV VhRckiQg aV WhiV diVSaUiW\ iV, Whe
QXPbeU iV aOPRVW ceUWaiQO\ a ORZ eVWiPaWe becaXVe iW dReV QRW UefOecW Whe heaY\
bRPbiQg Rf MRVXO aQd RWheU deQVeO\ SRSXOaWed aUeaV WhaW haYe WakeQ SOace WhiV \eaU.

The WUXWh iV, Whe PiOiWaU\ iV QRW dRiQg aOO iW caQ WR aYRid kiOOiQg aQd ZRXQdiQg
ciYiOiaQV. IW UeOieV RQ iQfRUPaWiRQ WhaW iV WRR RfWeQ fOaZed RU iQcRUUecWO\ iQWeUSUeWed.
PeQWagRQ RfficiaOV, ZhR SRiQW WR WheiU e[WeQViYe SURcedXUeV fRU diVWiQgXiVhiQg
PiOiWaU\ WaUgeWV fURP ciYiOiaQV, WRR RfWeQ UeO\ RQ VkiPS\, RXWdaWed aQd iQcRQcOXViYe
iQWeOOigeQce gOeaQed fURP iQfRUPaQWV Rf dXbiRXV UeOiabiOiW\ aQd VXUYeiOOaQce
cRQdXcWed fURP high aOWiWXdeV, RU fURP YideR aQaO\]ed haOf a ZRUOd aZa\ b\ SeRSOe
ZiWhRXW e[SeUWiVe abRXW Whe cRXQWU\ RU iWV cXOWXUe. EYeQ Whe PeQWagRQ¶V ORgV Rf iWV
acWiRQV aUe XQUeOiabOe aQd iQcRPSOeWe.

TheVe aUe VROYabOe SURbOePV. IW iV iQcXPbeQW RQ RXU PiOiWaU\ OeadeUV WR XUgeQWO\
addUeVV WheP. ThiV VhRXOd VWaUW ZiWh Whe VecUeWaU\ Rf defeQVe iPPediaWeO\
cRPPiVViRQiQg a WeaP Rf e[SeUWV, iQcOXdiQg PiOiWaU\ aQd iQWeOOigeQce RfficeUV aQd
UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV Rf RUgaQi]aWiRQV Oike Whe CeQWeU fRU CiYiOiaQV iQ CRQfOicW, Zhich haV
e[WeQViYe e[SeUieQce iQ dRcXPeQWiQg ciYiOiaQ caVXaOWieV. ThiV WeaP VhRXOd cRQdXcW a
cRPSUeheQViYe aQaO\ViV Rf eYeU\ aVSecW Rf Whe cXUUeQW SURcedXUeV fRU ideQWif\iQg aQd
YeUif\iQg SRWeQWiaO WaUgeWV aQd Pake UecRPPeQdaWiRQV fRU iPSURYePeQW.

We caQ aOVR dR a ORW PRUe WR aVViVW iQQRceQW YicWiPV Rf RXU aiUVWUikeV.

SRRQ afWeU Whe iQYaViRQ Rf AfghaQiVWaQ, iQ UeVSRQVe WR UeSeaWed iQVWaQceV Rf
APeUicaQ bRPbV kiOOiQg VcRUeV Rf ciYiOiaQV, CRQgUeVV cUeaWed Whe AfghaQ CiYiOiaQ
AVViVWaQce PURgUaP, a $10 PiOOiRQ aQQXaO aSSURSUiaWiRQ iPSOePeQWed b\ Whe AgeQc\
fRU IQWeUQaWiRQaO DeYeORSPeQW.
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MaUOa RX]LcNa, a \RXQJ acWLYLVW fURP CaOLfRUQLa ZKR WUaYeOed WR AfJKaQLVWaQ WR
caOO aWWeQWLRQ WR cLYLOLaQ caVXaOWLeV, ZaV WKe LQVSLUaWLRQ fRU WKaW SURJUaP. WKeQ WKe
PLOLWaU\ VKLfWed LWV fRcXV WR IUaT, MV. RX]LcNa fROORZed WKe bRPbV. BaVed RQ
LQfRUPaWLRQ VKe cROOecWed, I ZRUNed ZLWK KeU aV CRQJUeVV cUeaWed WKe IUaTL WaU
VLcWLPV FXQd. MV. RX]LcNa dLed LQ a caU bRPbLQJ LQ IUaT LQ 2005. TKe fXQd ZaV
UeQaPed afWeU KeU.

BXW afWeU PRVW APeULcaQ WURRSV ZLWKdUeZ fURP IUaT, WKe MaUOa RX]LcNa IUaTL
WaU VLcWLPV FXQd, a $7.5 PLOOLRQ SURJUaP UeSOeQLVKed aQQXaOO\ WR SURYLde
aVVLVWaQce WR LQQRceQW YLcWLPV Rf APeULcaQ PLOLWaU\ RSeUaWLRQV, ZaV UedLUecWed WR
addUeVV RWKeU QeedV LQ IUaT.

GLYeQ WKe OaUJe QXPbeU Rf IUaTL cLYLOLaQV ZKR KaYe beeQ NLOOed RU ZRXQded aV a
UeVXOW Rf WKe UQLWed SWaWeV¶ bRPbLQJ, WKe MaUOa FXQd, QRZ LPSOePeQWed b\ WKe SWaWe
DeSaUWPeQW, VKRXOd be UeacWLYaWed.

TKe MaUOa fXQd LV QRW WKe RQO\ Za\ Ze caQ aVVLVW LQQRceQW YLcWLPV. DXULQJ
OSeUaWLRQ IUaTL FUeedRP, PLOLWaU\ cRPPaQdeUV UecRJQL]ed WKe Qeed fRU a
³cRQdROeQce´ SURJUaP fRU WKe faPLOLeV Rf LQQRceQW YLcWLPV Rf APeULcaQ cRPbaW
RSeUaWLRQV. AOWKRXJK LW ZaV cRbbOed WRJeWKeU KaVWLO\ aQd QRW aSSOLed XQLfRUPO\, LW aW
OeaVW UecRJQL]ed aQd addUeVVed cLYLOLaQ caVXaOWLeV LQ a WaQJLbOe Za\.

IQ 2014, I ZURWe OeJLVOaWLRQ SURYLdLQJ cOeaU aXWKRULW\ aQd JXLdaQce fRU fXWXUe
cRQdROeQce Sa\PeQWV. WKLOe WKe PeQWaJRQ UeceQWO\ UeaffLUPed WKaW VXcK Sa\PeQWV
³aUe aQ LPSRUWaQW WRRO fRU DOD,´ WKe PLOLWaU\ Va\V LW KaV QRW Pade a VLQJOe PRQeWaU\
Sa\PeQW WR LQQRceQW YLcWLPV Rf APeULcaQ PLOLWaU\ RSeUaWLRQV LQ S\ULa, aQd QRQe LQ
IUaT VLQce 2011.

TKLV LV LQe[cXVabOe aQd LW LV cRXQWeUSURdXcWLYe. TKe PeQWaJRQ KaV e[SOLcLW
aXWKRULW\ WR SURYLde aPeQdV WR cLYLOLaQV KaUPed b\ RXU PLVWaNeV, aV LW dLd befRUe
2011, LQ accRUdaQce ZLWK WKe QeZ JXLdaQce WKaW I QeJRWLaWed ZLWK WKe PeQWaJRQ WKUee
\eaUV aJR.

IQ RUdeU WR LdeQWLf\ eOLJLbOe YLcWLPV, WKe PeQWaJRQ QeedV WR LPSURYe WKe accXUac\
Rf LWV RZQ aLUVWULNe daWa aQd RYeUKaXO WKe RfWeQ SeUfXQcWRU\ Za\ LW LQYeVWLJaWeV
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reports of civilian casualties. Ideall\, Pentagon investigators should obtain timel\
information from witnesses who were present or who live in the vicinit\.

If that is not feasible, then the Pentagon needs to improve substantiall\ its
collaboration with nongovernmental organi]ations, investigative reporters and local
authorities who have access to bombing sites, the wounded and witnesses. That
collaboration could include specif\ing the t\pe of information Pentagon
investigators need and procedures for collecting and preserving evidence.

No one disputes that civilian casualties are inevitable in war. At the same time,
it seems that the United States militar\ will be fighting violent extremists for the
foreseeable future. This means the lives of more civilians will be put at risk. The wa\
we conduct our operations and how we react when mistakes are made will be critical
to our success.

This is not onl\ a moral imperative, it is in America¶s interest. If we harm
civilians when it could reasonabl\ have been avoided, and if we fail to fairl\ and
promptl\ help the innocent victims, the local population will turn against us ² and
make the fight against violent extremists even more difficult.

As hard as the Pentagon alread\ tries to avoid civilian casualties, it is clear that
it can and must do better.

CRUUecWiRn: NRYembeU 24, 2017 
A SUeYioXV YeUVion of WhiV aUWicle miVVWaWed Whe findingV of NeZ YoUk TimeV Maga]ine
UeSoUWeUV. The\ foXnd WhaW one in fiYe aiUVWUikeV UeVXlWed in ciYilian deaWhV, noW
neceVVaUil\ WhaW 2,700 aiUVWUikeV UeVXlWed in ciYilian deaWhV.
PaWUick Leah\ (@SenaWoULeah\) iV a DemocUaWic VenaWoU fUom VeUmonW.

Follow The New York Times Opinion section on Facebook and Twitter (@NYTopinion),

and sign up for the Opinion Today newsletter.  

� 2018 The NeZ YRUk TimeV CRmSan\
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HVTL ® MLKPa CLU[LY ® PYLZZ RLSLaZLZ

REP LIE8 8RGES
PEN7AGON 7O E;PLAIN
REPOR7S OF
8NDERREPOR7ED CI9ILIAN
CAS8AL7IES FROM
AIRS7RIKES AGAINS7 ISIS
NV]LTILY 27, 2017° PYLZZ RLSLaZL

>ASHING;ON ¶°TVKa ,̀ CVUNYLZZTaU TLK W. LPL\ (D ¶ LVZ AUNLSLZ CV\U[`)
ZLU[ a SL[[LY [V SLJYL[aY` VM DLMLUZL JaTLZ Ma[[PZ \YNPUN [OL DLWaY[TLU[ VM
DLMLUZL [V YLZWVUK [V aUK [aRL JVYYLJ[P]L aJ[PVUZ MVSSV^PUN a NL^ YVYR TPTLZ
Z[VY` Z\NNLZ[PUN [OL PLU[aNVU \UKLYYLWVY[LK JP]PSPaU JaZ\aS[PLZ YLZ\S[PUN MYVT
aPYZ[YPRLZ aNaPUZ[ ISIS. RLW. LPL\,°^OV ZLY]LK VU aJ[P]L K\[` aZ a JAG,°aZRLK MVY
JSaYPÄJa[PVU VU [OL Z[LWZ [OL PLU[aNVU PZ [aRPUN [V TP[PNa[L JP]PSPaU JaZ\aS[PLZ
K\YPUN OWLYa[PVU IUOLYLU[ RLZVS]L.

°

IU [OL SL[[LY, MY. LPL\ aZRLK:

°IU 2015, OV^ TaU` JP]PSPaUZ ^LYL RPSSLK aUK OV^ TaU` ^LYL PUQ\YLK \UKLY
OWLYa[PVU IUOLYLU[ RLZVS]L?
°IU 2016, OV^ TaU` JP]PSPaUZ ^LYL RPSSLK aUK OV^ TaU` ^LYL PUQ\YLK \UKLY
OWLYa[PVU IUOLYLU[ RLZVS]L?
IU 2017 (\W [V NV]LTILY 1 VM [OPZ `LaY), OV^ TaU` JP]PSPaUZ ^LYL RPSSLK aUK
OV^ TaU` ^LYL PUQ\YLK \UKLY OWLYa[PVU IUOLYLU[ RLZVS]L?
WLYL [OLYL aU` JOaUNLZ [V [OL R\SLZ VM EUNaNLTLU[ PU 2017 MVY OWLYa[PVU
IUOLYLU[ RLZVS]L?° IM ZV, ^Oa[ ^LYL [OL JOaUNLZ?
IZ a JAG VY DLWaY[TLU[ VM DLMLUZL a[[VYUL` PU]VS]LK PU L]LY` [aYNL[PUN
KLJPZPVU MVY OWLYa[PVU IUOLYLU[ RLZVS]L?

9EAD ;HE F<LL ;E?; OF ;HE LE;;E9°HE9E
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In response to toda\·s stor\ in The New York Times on civilian
casualties in Iraq, E[ecutive Director Federico Borello issued the
following statement:

´Toda\·V¬NeZ YRUk TimeV¬UeSoUW on ciYilian caVXalWieV in IUaT
iV e[WUemel\ diVWXUbing. WiWh 20 SeUcenW of all aiU VWUikeV
UeVXlWing in ciYilian deaWhV bXW no deeS on-Whe-gUoXnd
inYeVWigaWionV, no one knoZV ZhaW Whe acWXal hXman Woll mighW
be. IW·V conceUning WhaW Whe US miliWaU\·V logV aUe in VXch SooU
VhaSe WhaW Whe\ haYe no good Za\ Wo XndeUVWand Whe WUXe
imSacW of WheiU oSeUaWionV on Whe ciYilian SoSXlaWion. And iW·V
liWeUall\ adding inVXlW Wo injXU\ WhaW e[iVWing amendV SUogUamV
and fXndV aUe noW being XVed Wo acknoZledge and dignif\
YicWimV· loVV. YoX can·W claim Wo be condXcWing Whe moVW
SUeciVe aiU camSaign in hiVWoU\ and Waking gUeaW caUe Wo aYoid
ciYilian caVXalWieV Zhen \oX lack Whe daWa Wo back WhaW XS.

´So noZ iV Whe Wime foU Whe US miliWaU\ Wo acknoZledge a
VimSle UealiW\: iW iV killing Woo man\ ciYilianV and iW needV Wo
aVk iWVelf Whe haUd TXeVWion of Zh\ WhaW iV Vo. And ZhaW iW·V
going Wo do aboXW iW.

´The¬Time·V¬in-deSWh UeSoUWing VhoXld be a Zake-XS call foU
Whe commandeUV of OSeUaWion InheUenW ReVolYe. HoSefXll\,

NYT CiYiOiaQ CaVXaOWieV SWRU\
ShRXOd Be a ¶WaNe US CaOO· fRU

US MiOiWaU\
NV]LTILY 16, 2017

 MEN8
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Whe\ Zill Wake WhiV oppoUWXniW\ Wo XVe WheiU aXWhoUiW\ and
diVcUeWion Wo pUioUiWi]e on-Whe-gUoXnd inYeVWigaWionV of
allegaWionV of ciYilian haUm, idenWif\ Whe pUoblemV and
miVWakeV WhaW led Wo Whe haUm, and When À[ Whem.

´ThiV iV noW a paUWiVan iVVXe. We aUe aV diVma\ed WhaW Whe
incidenWV UepoUWed b\ Whe¬TimeV¬happened on PUeVidenW
Obama·V ZaWch aV mXch aV Ze·Ue alaUmed b\ Whe incUeaVe in
Whe nXmbeU and fUeTXenc\ of aiUVWUikeV XndeU PUeVidenW
TUXmp. We aW CIVIC haYe ZoUked ZiWh Whe US miliWaU\ and iWV
paUWneUV in IUaT and AfghaniVWan foU almoVW 15 \eaUV Wo beWWeU
pUoWecW ciYilianV and WUack ciYilian haUm, and Ze Zill conWinXe
Wo do Vo. BXW if Whe US iV Ueall\ VeUioXV aboXW decUeaVing Whe
nXmbeU of ciYilian caVXalWieV, iW VhoXld VhoZ Whe VinceUiW\ of iWV
ZoUdV WhUoXgh acWionV Wo UedXce Whem and make amendV foU
ciYilian haUm.µ

BackgURXnd:
TKe UQcRXQWed (NYT)
BX]]Feed NeZV IQYeVWLgaWLRQ LeadV TR US AdPLVVLRQ IW CaXVed
CLYLOLaQ DeaWKV IQ MRVXO
´AW 3 P.M. M\ SRQ CaPe HRPe. B\ 9 P.M. He WaV Dead.µ(BX]]Feed)
PROLc\ BULef RQ CLYLOLaQ PURWecWLRQ LQ WKe CXUUeQW MRVXO
CaPSaLgQ¬(CIVIC)
PURWecWLRQ Of CLYLOLaQV IQ MRVXO: IdeQWLf\LQg LeVVRQV FRU CRQWLQgeQc\
POaQQLQg¬(CIVIC)
CLYLOLaQ HaUP TUacNLQg: AQaO\VLV Rf ISAF EffRUWV LQ
AfgKaQLVWaQ¬(CIVIC)

¬
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The NYT SWRU\ RQ CiYiliaQ
CaVXalWieV ShRXld be ReTXiUed

ReadiQg iQ PeQWagRQ

TRda\·V VWRU\ b\ A]maW KhaQ aQd¬AQaQd GRSal iQ Whe¬New¬York Times
Maga]ine¬VhRXld be UeTXiUed UeadiQg fRU all WhRVe iQYRlYed iQ
OSeUaWiRQ¬IQheUeQW ReVRlYe, Zhich Whe PeQWagRQ RfWeQ UefeUV WR aV Whe
mRVW SUeciVe aiU camSaigQ iQ hiVWRU\.
IW·V Whe VWRU\ Rf RQe IUaTi,¬BaVim Ra]]R, ZhR lRVW hiV famil\ aQd hRme WR
a US aiU VWUike RQ Whe QighW Rf SeSW 20, 2015. He ZaV l\iQg iQ bed Qe[W WR
hiV Zife, Ma\ada, ZheQ aQ AmeUicaQ aiUcUafW dURSSed WZR mXQiWiRQV
diUecWl\ RQ hiV aQd hiV bURWheU·V hRXVe Qe[W dRRU. HiV Zife, daXghWeU,
QeSheZ, aQd bURWheU ZeUe all killed. BaVed RQ YideRV SRVWed WR iWV

NV]eTbeY 16, 2017 B`°ChYiZ[VWheY AllbYi[[VU

 MEN8
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YRXTXbH cKaQQHO, WKH APHULcaQ-OHd cRaOLWLRQ VaLd WKH VWULNH ´DHVWUR\V
DaHVK VBIED FacLOLW\ NHaU MRVXO, IUaT 20 SHSW 2015,µ aQd XQWLO BaVLP
SHWLWLRQHd WKH US JRYHUQPHQW IRU aQVZHUV, LW cRQVLdHUHd KLV IaPLO\
PHPbHUV OHJLWLPaWH NLOOV LQ WKH ZaU aJaLQVW ISIS.
BXW WKLV aUWLcOH LV aOVR a VWRU\ RI WKRXVaQdV RI IUaTL cLYLOLaQV NLOOHd aQd
LQMXUHd b\ aLU VWULNHV. IW·V a VWRU\ abRXW WKHLU IaPLOLHV OHIW JUaVSLQJ IRU
aQVZHUV LQ WKH IacH RI US PLOLWaU\ bXUHaXcUac\. AQd LW·V a VWRU\ abRXW
KRZ ´WKH PRVW SUHcLVH aLU caPSaLJQV LQ PLOLWaU\ KLVWRU\,µ aV a CHQWUaO
CRPPaQd VSRNHVSHUVRQ dHVcULbHd LW, LVQ·W.
KKaQ aQd GRSaO ZHUH H[KaXVWLYH LQ WKHLU UHVHaUcK, aQd WKH US PLOLWaU\
cRXOd WaNH VRPH OHVVRQV LQ KRZ WR cRQdXcW RQ-WKH-JURXQd LQYHVWLJaWLRQV.
TKH\ dHVcULbH WKHLU UHSRUWLQJ OLNH WKLV:

OXU RZQ UeSRUWiQg, cRQdXcWed RYeU 18 PRQWhV, VhRZV WhaW Whe
aiU ZaU haV beeQ VigQiÀcaQWO\ OeVV SUeciVe WhaQ Whe cRaOiWiRQ
cOaiPV. BeWZeeQ ASUiO 2016 aQd JXQe 2017, Ze YiViWed Whe
ViWeV Rf QeaUO\ 150 aiUVWUiNeV acURVV QRUWheUQ IUaT, QRW ORQg
afWeU ISIS ZaV eYicWed fURP WheP. We WRXUed Whe ZUecNage;
Ze iQWeUYieZed hXQdUedV Rf ZiWQeVVeV, VXUYiYRUV, faPiO\
PePbeUV, iQWeOOigeQce iQfRUPaQWV aQd ORcaO RfÀciaOV; Ze
ShRWRgUaShed bRPb fUagPeQWV, VcRXUed ORcaO QeZV VRXUceV,
ideQWiÀed ISIS WaUgeWV iQ Whe YiciQiW\ aQd PaSSed Whe
deVWUXcWiRQ WhURXgh VaWeOOiWe iPageU\. We aOVR YiViWed Whe
APeUicaQ aiU baVe iQ QaWaU ZheUe Whe cRaOiWiRQ diUecWV Whe aiU
caPSaigQ. TheUe, Ze ZeUe giYeQ acceVV WR Whe PaiQ
RSeUaWiRQV ÁRRU aQd iQWeUYieZed VeQiRU cRPPaQdeUV,
iQWeOOigeQce RfÀciaOV, OegaO adYiVeUV aQd ciYiOiaQ-caVXaOW\
aVVeVVPeQW e[SeUWV. We SURYided WheiU aQaO\VWV ZiWh Whe
cRRUdiQaWeV aQd daWe UaQgeV Rf eYeU\ aiUVWUiNe ³ 103 iQ aOO ³
iQ WhUee ISIS-cRQWUROOed aUeaV aQd e[aPiQed WheiU UeVSRQVeV.
The UeVXOW iV Whe ÀUVW V\VWePaWic, gURXQd-baVed VaPSOe Rf
aiUVWUiNeV iQ IUaT ViQce WhiV OaWeVW PiOiWaU\ acWiRQ begaQ iQ 2014.

WH KHUH aW¬CHQWHU IRU CLYLOLaQV LQ CRQÁLcW (CIVIC) aUH RbYLRXVO\
dLVPa\Hd b\ WKH ÀQdLQJV RI WKLV UHSRUW. WH·YH VSHQW a dHcadH ZRUNLQJ
ZLWK WKH US PLOLWaU\ WR bHWWHU XQdHUVWaQd KRZ cLYLOLaQ KaUP RccXUV aQd WR
LQcRUSRUaWH WKRVH OHVVRQV LQWR YaULRXV VWaJHV RI SOaQQLQJ RSHUaWLRQV VR
cLYLOLaQV aUH bHWWHU SURWHcWHd³LQcOXdLQJ WKURXJK bHWWHU LQYHVWLJaWLRQV aQd
UHcRUd NHHSLQJ. TKHUH KaV bHHQ VRPH VXccHVV LQ SOacHV OLNH
AIJKaQLVWaQ, bXW LW LV RbYLRXV PXcK ZRUN UHPaLQV.¬WH ZLOO cRQWLQXH WR
caOO RQ PLOLWaULHV aQd JRYHUQPHQWV¬WR SOacH cLYLOLaQ SURWHcWLRQ aW WKH
cHQWHU RI WKHLU SOaQQLQJ.
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VISIT THE PROJECT ON
GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT >

 

PhRWR: 8SSOCOM

TKe APeULcaQ PeRSOe Need
WR KQRZ MRUe AbRXW WKe
CRVWV Rf OXU WaUV
By:øMaQd\ SPLWKbeUgeUø | øNovemberø22,ø2017

FRU PRVW APeULcaQV, WKe ZaUV beLQg cRQdXcWed RQ RXU beKaOf aUe
VRPeWKLQg WKaW UeceLYe OLWWOe PRUe WKaQ aQ RccaVLRQaO PeQWLRQ RQ WKe

QLgKWO\ QeZV RU PaNe a fOeeWLQg aSSeaUaQce LQ RXU VRcLaO PedLa feedV. TKaW gaS
becRPeV eYeQ OaUgeU ZKeQ WKe DeSaUWPeQW Rf DefeQVe (DRD) NeeSV fURP XV accXUaWe
LQfRUPaWLRQ abRXW WKe UeaO KXPaQ cRVWV Rf ZaU (RU OacNV WKe LQfRUPaWLRQ aOWRgeWKeU).

CiWilian CasValties Under-Reported

D21A7E

SWraXs MiliWar\
Reform ProjecW

 CE17E5 F25 DEFE16E I1F250A7I21
A7 32G2
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TheUe haYe been m\Uiad effRUWV WR WU\ WR
aYeUW AmeUicanV· ga]e fURm Whe Ueal
hXman cRVWV Rf ZaU.

A UeceQW iQYeVWigaWiRQ b\ A]PaW KhaQ aQd AQaQd GRSaO iQ Whe New York Times
Maga]ine UeYeaOV WhaW Whe QXPbeU Rf ciYiOiaQV NiOOed iQ RSeUaWiRQV agaiQVW ISIS iV
acWXaOO\ PXch higheU WhaQ Ze¶Ye beeQ WROd. IQ IUaT, U.S. aQd cRaOiWiRQ fRUceV cOaiP
WheiU VWUiNeV NiOOed 466 ciYiOiaQV ViQce Whe U.S. begaQ Whe ZaU agaiQVW Whe IVOaPic SWaWe
iQ 2014. The New York Times Maga]ine iQYeVWigaWiRQ fRXQd RQe iQ fiYe VWUiNeV
UeVXOWed iQ ciYiOiaQ deaWhV, ³a UaWe PRUe WhaQ 31 WiPeV WhaW acNQRZOedged b\ Whe
cRaOiWiRQ.´ TheUe ZaV QR eYideQce Whe PeQWagRQ ZaV ZiOOfXOO\ PiVOeadiQg, bXW WheiU
iQYeVWigaWiRQ fRXQd ³a cRQViVWeQW faiOXUe b\ Whe cRaOiWiRQ WR iQYeVWigaWe cOaiPV SURSeUO\
RU WR NeeS UecRUdV WhaW PaNe iW SRVVibOe WR iQYeVWigaWe Whe cOaiPV aW aOO.´

NRW RQO\ aUe WheVe ciYiOiaQ deaWhV deeSO\ WURXbOiQg fURP a hXPaQiWaUiaQ SeUVSecWiYe,
Whe\ aOVR UiVN XQdeUPiQiQg RXU effRUWV iQ Whe UegiRQ aQd iQcUeaViQg UeWaOiaWiRQ agaiQVW
RXU WURRSV. MRUeRYeU, QRW NQRZiQg Whe UeaO cRVW Rf WheVe VWUiNeV aOVR XQdeUPiQeV Whe
abiOiW\ WR PaNe aSSURSUiaWe SROic\ deciViRQV abRXW RXU RbjecWiYeV aQd WacWicV. The New
York Times Maga]ine iQYeVWigaWiRQ fRXQd PaQ\ Rf WheVe ciYiOiaQ deaWhV ZeUe Whe
UeVXOW Rf ³fOaZed RU RXWdaWed iQWeOOigeQce WhaW cRQfOaWed ciYiOiaQV ZiWh cRPbaWaQWV.´

RiVNV Rf UeWaOiaWiRQ Pa\ RQO\ be iQcUeaViQg dXe WR WZR UeceQW SROic\ chaQgeV. The fiUVW,
Zhich Whe Times SRiQWed RXW, iV a chaQge UegaUdiQg cRQdROeQce Sa\PeQWV. IQ IUaT,
S\Uia aQd AfghaQiVWaQ, Whe U.S. PaNeV Sa\PeQWV WR ciYiOiaQV fRU SURSeUW\ daPage aQd
faPiO\ PePbeUV NiOOed. DeVSiWe CRQgUeVV aXWhRUi]iQg fXQdiQg fRU WheVe cRQdROeQce
Sa\PeQWV, Whe Times fRXQd ³QRW a ViQgOe SeUVRQ iQ IUaT RU S\Uia haV UeceiYed a
cRQdROeQce Sa\PeQW fRU a ciYiOiaQ deaWh ViQce Whe ZaU begaQ iQ 2014.´

The VecRQd caXVe iV Whe deciViRQ WR ORRVeQ Whe UXleV Rf eQgagemeQW. RXOeV Rf
eQgagePeQW VSecif\ hRZ aQd ZheQ deadO\ fRUce Pa\ be ePSOR\ed b\ Whe PiOiWaU\ iQ a
SaUWicXOaU ]RQe Rf RSeUaWiRQV. The\ geQeUaOO\ iQcOXde UeVWUaiQWV RQ diVSURSRUWiRQaWe
acWiRQV WhaW ZRXOd YiROaWe Whe OaZ Rf ZaU, VXch aV gXaUdiQg agaiQVW haUP WR ciYiOiaQV RU
WheiU SURSeUW\. PROiWicaO OeadeUV aQd PiOiWaU\ cRPPaQdeUV SXW WheVe UXleV iQ Slace WR
eQVXUe Whe QaWiRQaO SROic\ RbjecWiYeV PaWch Whe acWiRQV Rf Whe WURRSV RQ Whe gURXQd.
The\ aUe PeaQW WR eQVXUe Whe PeaQV XVed iQ ZaU PaWch Whe eQdV beiQg VRXghW aQd
SUeYeQW Whe XQiQWeQded cRQVeTXeQceV WhaW Pa\ aUiVe fURP aQ e[ceVViYe XVe Rf fRUce.

SecUeWaU\ Rf DefeQVe JameV MaWWiV WRld Whe AUmed SeUYiceV cRmmiWWeeV OaVW
PRQWh WhaW SiORWV Pa\ QRZ WaUgeW VXVSecWed TaOibaQ aQd IVOaPic SWaWe PiOiWaQWV iQ
AfghaQiVWaQ, eYeQ if WheVe iQdiYidXaOV aUe QRW eQgagiQg U.S. WURRSV. TheVe e[SaQded
UXOeV Rf eQgagePeQW ZiOO iQcUeaVe Whe RSSRUWXQiW\ fRU eUURU, eVSeciaOO\ ZheQ cRPbaW
acWiRQV aUe baVed RQ bad iQWeOOigeQce.

The Times iQYeVWigaWiRQ PaNeV cOeaU WheUe PXVW be PRUe RYeUVighW aQd WUaQVSaUeQc\
fRU hRZ Ze cRXQW caVXaOWieV iQ cRPbaW, aQd CRQgUeVV VhRXOd hROd Whe PiOiWaU\
accRXQWabOe fRU WheVe QXPbeUV aV Whe\ aVVeVV SURSRVaOV WR iQcUeaVe WURRSV aQd
VSeQdiQg fRU WheVe ZaUV.

Case 1:21-cv-08105   Document 1-2   Filed 09/30/21   Page 85 of 91



Child SeYVal AbVTe bZ Afghan FPSceT
A UeceQW UeSRUW b\ Whe DRD IQVSecWRU GeQeUaO (DRD IG) UDLVHV FRQFHUQV DERXW U.S.
IRUFHV¶ NQRZOHGJH RI VH[XDO DEXVH RI FKLOGUHQ E\ AIJKDQ GHIHQVH DQG VHFXULW\ IRUFHV.
WKLOH WKHUH ZDV QR RIILFLDO SROLF\ RU JXLGHOLQH GLVFRXUDJLQJ UHSRUWLQJ, VRPH RI WKH
SHRSOH LQWHUYLHZHG E\ WKH IG VDLG WKH\ ZHUH LQIRUPDOO\ WROG WR EDVLFDOO\ PLQG WKHLU RZQ
EXVLQHVV. ³TKH DRD GLG QRW FRQGXFW WUDLQLQJ IRU SHUVRQQHO GHSOR\HG RU GHSOR\LQJ WR
AIJKDQLVWDQ EHIRUH 2015 RQ LGHQWLI\LQJ, UHVSRQGLQJ WR, RU UHSRUWLQJ VXVSHFWHG
LQVWDQFHV RI FKLOG VH[ DEXVH,´ WKH IG ZURWH. TKLV WUDLQLQJ ZDV PDQGDWHG E\ WKH fiVcaO
\eaU 2015 NaWiRQaO DefeQVe AXWhRUi]aWiRQ AcW. TKH IG LGHQWLILHG 16 DOOHJDWLRQV RI
FKLOG VH[XDO DEXVH EHWZHHQ 2010 DQG 2016, EXW FRXOG QRW FRQILUP WKDW QR RWKHU
DOOHJDWLRQV KDG EHHQ UHSRUWHG.

TKH LQYHVWLJDWLRQ ZDV VSDUNHG E\ WKH AUP\¶V GHFLVLRQ WR diVchaUge GUeeQ BeUeW SgW.
1VW COaVV ChaUOeV MaUWOaQd IRU EHDWLQJ XS DQ AIJKDQ SROLFH FRPPDQGHU ZKR ZDV
VH[XDOO\ DEXVLQJ D ER\. RHSUHVHQWDWLYH DXQFDQ HXQWHU (RCA) FKDOOHQJHG WKH
GHFLVLRQ WR GLVFKDUJH MDUWODQG. ³[H@H DQG RWKHUV IHOW WKH\ FRXOG QR ORQJHU VWDQG E\
DQG DOORZ WKH [AIJKDQ LRFDO PROLFH@ WR FRPPLW DWURFLWLHV,´ HXQWHU ZURWe iQ a OeWWeU WR
WKHQSHFUHWDU\ RI DHIHQVH AVK CDUWHU. ³TR LQWHUYHQH ZDV D PRUDO GHFLVLRQ, DQG SFC
MDUWODQG DQG KLV SSHFLDO FRUFHV WHDP IHOW WKH\ KDG QR FKRLFH EXW WR UHVSRQG.´ TKH
AUP\ ODWHU UeYeUVed Whe deciViRQ, DQG HXQWeU iQWURdXced OegiVOaWiRQ WR PDQGDWH
UHSRUWLQJ VH[XDO DEXVH RQ U.S. EDVHV.

MRUH TXHVWLRQV ZHUH UDLVHG DIWHU LDQFH CSO. GUHJRU\ BXFNOH\ ZDV PXUGHUHG DIWHU KH
H[SUHVVHG FRQFHUQV DERXW DQ AIJKDQ NDWLRQDO PROLFH CRPPDQGHU¶V DOOHJHG VH[XDO
DEXVH RI ER\V. ³TKH UHDVRQ ZH ZHUH KHUH LV EHFDXVH ZH KHDUG WKH WHUULEOH WKLQJV WKH
TDOLEDQ ZHUH GRLQJ WR SHRSOH, KRZ WKH\ ZHUH WDNLQJ DZD\ KXPDQ ULJKWV,´ DDQ QXLQQ,
D IRUPHU SSHFLDO FRUFHV FDSWDLQ WROd Whe NeZ York Times LQ 2015. ³BXW ZH ZHUH
SXWWLQJ SHRSOH LQWR SRZHU ZKR ZRXOG GR WKLQJV WKDW ZHUH ZRUVH WKDQ WKH TDOLEDQ GLG²
WKDW ZDV VRPHWKLQJ YLOODJH HOGHUV YRLFHG WR PH.´

UQGHU WKH ³Leah\ LaZ´ WKH U.S. JRYHUQPHQW LV SURKLELWHG IURP XVLQJ IXQGV IRU
VHFXULW\ IRUFHV ZKR FRPPLW JURVV YLRODWLRQV RI KXPDQ ULJKWV. DRD RIILFLDOV WROG DRD IG
WKDW FKLOG VH[XDO DEXVH E\ AIJKDQ NDWLRQDO DHIHQVH DQG SHFXULW\ FRUFHV FRXOG ULVH WR
WKDW OHYHO. BXW WKH LHDK\ LDZ LV UDUHO\ HQIRUFHG. ³DRD GHFLVLRQV WR ZLWKKROG IXQGLQJ RU
DSSO\ WKH QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ DXWKRULW\ IRU [GURVV VLRODWLRQV RI HXPDQ RLJKWV@, LQFOXGLQJ
LQVWDQFHV RI FKLOG DEXVH FRPPLWWHG E\ [AIJKDQ NDWLRQDO DHIHQVH DQG SHFXULW\ FRUFHV@
«RQO\ RFFXU DERXW RQFH D \HDU,´ WKH DRD IG IRXQG.

³[D@HVSLWH WKH YDOLDQW HIIRUWV RI ZKLVWOHEORZHUV OLNH BXFNOH\ DQG MDUWODQG, AIJKDQ FKLOG
DEXVH DSSHDUV WR EH DQ LQWHUPLQDEOH IHDWXUH RI APHULFD¶V IRUHYHU ZDU,´ JaUed KeOOeU
QRWed iQ Task and PXrpose.

CPnclVTiPn
TKHUH KDYH EHHQ P\ULDG HIIRUWV WR WU\ WR DYHUW APHULFDQV¶ JD]H IURP WKH UHDO KXPDQ
FRVWV RI ZDU. PUHVLGHQW GHRUJH H.W. BXVK EDQQHG SKRWRJUDSKV RI PLOLWDU\ FRIILQV, D
SROLF\ OHIW LQ SODFH IRU 18 \HDUV DQG RQO\ OifWed iQ 2009. SHUYLFH PHPEHUV DQG WKHLU
IDPLOLHV KDYH KDG WR ILJKW DRD WR DGPLW WKH KHDOWK ULVNV DW SODFHV OLNH AUea 51, CaPS
LeMeXQe, DQG DW RSeQaiU bXUQ SiWV RQ U.S. EDVHV LQ IUDT DQG AIJKDQLVWDQ.
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B\: Mand\ SmiWhbeUgeU, DiUecWoU, CDI SWUaXV MiliWaU\ RefoUm
PUojecW

MaQd\ SPLWKbeUJeU LV WKe DLUecWRU RI WKe SWUaXV MLOLWaU\ ReIRUP
PURMecW aW WKe CeQWeU IRU DeIeQVe IQIRUPaWLRQ aW WKe PURMecW OQ
GRYeUQPeQW OYeUVLJKW.

TRSicV: MiliWaU\ RefRUm, OWheU IWemV Rf InWeUeVW, InVSecWRUV GeneUal, IUaT,
AfghaniVWan and TeUURU

The DoD iV claVVif\ing nonconWUoYeUVial infoUmaWion aV Zell. FoU e[amSle,
DefenVe SecUeWaU\ JameV MaWWiV haV UeViVWed SUoYiding Whe SXblic ZiWh VSecificV
aboXW Whe nXmbeU of WUooSV deSlo\ed. WhaW Ze do knoZ, accoUding Wo UecenWl\
SXbliVhed daWa, iV oXU WUooS SUeVence in Whe Middle EaVW in Whe laVW foXU monWhV haV
incUeaVed b\ a WhiUd, fUom 40,517 WR 54,180. The DoD haV alVo blRcked Whe UeleaVe
Rf daWa abRXW Afghan FRUceV.

If Ze ZanW Wo haYe an honeVW debaWe aboXW oXU deciVionV Wo go Wo ZaU, Whe AmeUican
SeoSle need Wo haYe a fXll accoXnWing of all of Whe conVeTXenceV of WhoVe deciVionV.
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E;+,B,7   .:    DRD   LHWWHU   SWDWLQJ   RHFRUGV  
LLNH   TKRVH   RHTXHVWHG   ³MD\   PURYLGH  
LQVLJKWV   8QDYDLODEOH´   TR   TKH   PXEOLF  
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