From: Josselyn Berry <JBerry@azleg.gov>

Sent: Friday, May 14, 2021 4:00:19 PM

To: .SDEMMEMS <SDEMMEMS@azleg.gov>;. SDEMSECS <SDEMSECS@azleg.gov>;.Senate Democratic
Staff <SenateDemocratResearchStaff@azleg.gov>;.Senate Democratic Staff Interns
<SenateDemocraticStafflnterns@azleg.gov>
FW: Arizona Legislative Report May 14, 2021

: Arizona Legislative
Report

Arizona Legislative Report May 14, 2021

55th Legislature; 1st Regular Session

THE HOUSE IS ADJOURNED until May 17, Monday, at 1:15 p.m.

THE SENATE IS ADJOURNED until May 17, Monday, at 1:30 a.m.
COPYRIGHT 2021 Arizona Capitol Reports

DO NOT FORWARD THIS EMAIL. The data that comprises the Arizona Legislative Report are from
copyrighted Arizona Capitol Reports files and are intended for the exclusive use of our clients. It is
illegal to reproduce, reprint or electronically disseminate any of these reports by any means without
prior written approval.

TODAY'S REPORT IS NOW POSTED ON ARIZONALEGISLATIVEREPORT.COM

FANN BLAMES EVERYBODY BUT THE CYBER NINJAS FOR LONG AUDIT
Fann told KTAR’s Mike Broomhead Show she’s disappointed the audit is taking so long, but

she doesn’t blame her contractors.

THE AUDIT HAS BEEN GREAT FOR COMEDY CENTRAL
Fann said Boyer is the only Republican expressing any concerns about how the
audit is proceeding, and she blames his concerns on reading the news.

CLOSE YOUR EYES AND REIMAGINE KERN AS A CONSPIRACY THEORY BUSTER
Fann’s explanation for why the Senate is following rumors spread by QAnon conspiracy
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theorists is similar to assistant audit liaison John Brakey’s — they’re busting myths.

OR JUST MAKE THE BRIEFING PUBLIC

Before the Maricopa audit team started tweeting allegations of malfeasance on the county’s
part this week, Senate liaison Ken Bennett and Cyber Ninjas CEO Doug Logan insisted there
would be no updates about findings until the audit’s final report.

PETERSEN SAYS COUNTY OFFERS NO ANSWERS, ACCUSATIONS EXHAUST
SUPERVISORS

Maricopa County hasn’t responded to Fann’s latest letter or indicated whether the supervisors
will troop down to the Senate for a hearing on Tuesday, but the board of supervisors planned
their own hearing Monday.

YOU KNOW WHO ROUTINELY ARRESTS POLITICAL ENEMIES?

Hoffman on Thursday said some of his fellow Republicans in the state Senate won't back up
the chamber’s legal threats against the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors with legal
action because they “get squishy.”

COMMUNIST REGIMES AND BANANA REPUBLICS

In Thursday’s Gateway Pundit interview, Hoffman talked up his role in advocating for
decertifying Arizona’s November 2020 election results and blasted Hobbs, who has been a
vocal critic of the audit.

MESNARD SEES SESSION LASTING INTO JUNE UNLESS DEAL IS REACHED SOON
Unless House and Senate leaders and the governor reach a budget agreement within the next
few days, Mesnard is no longer optimistic the Legislature will be done in May.

RAILBIRD: VAPING BILL IS TOO FLAWED

Yesterday’s report, which cited a pro-vaping railbird saying H2682 (tobacco; vapor; alternative
nicotine; regulation) is the strictest regulation proposal in the country, could not be more
wrong, a railbird on the other side of the issue told our reporter.

UDALL SAYS HER NAME WAS MISTAKENLY ADDED TO ‘AMERICAN RENEWAL’
LETTER

Udall said Thursday that she never asked for her name to be added to a letter supporting an
alternative to the current direction of the Republican Party and that she has since asked for her

name to be removed.

BATTLE FOR THE REPUBLICAN SOUL ENTERS NEW PHASE
While Udall didn’t mean to sign “A Call for American Renewal,” a couple of other Arizonans’
names are on it.

BARTO SECURES SPECIAL HEARING FOR SEX ED BILL

Senate hel-hu ser held a special committee hearing yesterday — more than a month after the
March 26 deadline to hear bills in their second chamber — for Barto and Pace to attach strikers
to House bills.
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DUCEY IS ON TRACK TO SIGNING MORE BILLS IN 2021 THAN IN PREVIOUS YEARS
Ducey is on track to sign more bills this year than in any other year he’s been in office. So far,
the governor has signed 362 bills — more than any other year but 2016, when he signed 374.
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From: David Livingston <dlivingston@azleg.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 1:21:02 PM

To: "Tracy Livingston' <tracynanlivingston@gmail.com>;Kyle Livingston
(kylewilliamlivingston@gmail.com) <kylewilliamlivingston@gmail.com>;Barbara
Phillips <BPhillips@azleg.gov>

Subject: FW: Agreement with Maricopa County Board of Supervisors

Attachments: Letter from Chairman Jack Sellers.pdf

David Livingston

From: Karen Fann <KFann@azleg.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 10:44 AM

To: .SREPMEMS <SREPMEMS@azleg.gov>; .SREPSECS <SREPSECS@azleg.gov>
Cc: Wendy Baldo <wbaldo@azleg.gov>

Subject: Agreement with Maricopa County Board of Supervisors

| am pleased to share with you that after a hard fought battle to seek information on behalf of Arizona voters regarding
the integrity of the 2020 election, we have reached a favorable agreement with the Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors. Not only has the Board agreed to turn over all the relevant information we sought in our subpoenas so that
we may perform an audit, but they also acknowledge that the Legislature is a sovereign power of the state and that the
county is a political subdivision, and as such, the Legislature has the constitutional and statutory authority to issue
subpoenas. Chairman Jack Sellers was instrumental in facilitating this agreement and | appreciate his efforts. | look
forward to working with you in an effort to restore integrity and faith in our election process.

Karen Fann

President of the Senate
Tel 602.926.5874
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Maricopa County
Fack Sellers
Supervisos, DHetrict §

¥ Weat Jeffomon Boeet
Hxh ooy

Phuweans, &% $ERA214%
Phone 8T-506-177¢

s Eatiodred

President Karen Fann
Arizona State Senate

1700 West Washington, Ste S
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Dear President Fann:

Maricopa County, by and through the Board of Supervisors, hereby acknowledges in writing,
at the request of the president of the Arizona Senate, that the county is a political subdivision
of the state.

The County acknowledges that the sovereign power of the state of Arizona is vested in three
branches of state government, a bicameral legislature, which consists of the House of
Representatives and the Senate, the Executive branch headed by the Governor and the
judicial branch, led by the Arizona Supreme Court.

Maricopa County is a subdivision of the State of Arizona and, therefore, holds none of the
sovereign power of the state. The county administers functions of the state as directed by
the Arizona consfitution and state statutes, which are drafted and passed by the Arizona
House of Representatives and the Arizona Senate and signed into law by the Arizona
Governor.

The County acknowledges that each legislative body has the power to issue legislative
subpoenas by statute and as provided by the Constitution. The County acknowledges that
the power of the House and the Senate to each issue legislative subpoenas is an important
tool with which each legislative body can gather needed information to determine whether
and how to carry out each’s respective constitutional function of determine whether and, if so,
which laws to propose and pass.

The County acknowledges that the bicameral legislature speaks directly to the 15 counties by
passing legisiation and that counties are bound by state legislation when they carry out their
constitutional function of administering the law.

Sincerely,

Jack Sellers
Chairman, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors
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From: Mary Peralta <mperalta@azleg.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2021 8:41:55 AM
To: Briana Romero <BRomero@azleg.gov>
Subject: RE: In Today's Yellow Sheet

| know! Some days they are unbelievable.

Take care,
Mary

From: Briana Romero <BRomero@azleg.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2021 8:19 AM

To: Mary Peralta <mperalta@azleg.gov>
Subject: Re: In Today's Yellow Sheet

Thank you Mary, | love reading these! *

From: Mary Peralta <mperalta@azleg.gov>

Date: Tuesday, March 23, 2021 at 8:08 AM

To: Melissa Valdez <mvaldez@azleg.gov>, Briana Romero <BRomero@azleg.gov>, Kathy Dominguez
<KDominguez@azleg.gov>, "drceloza@gmail.com" <drceloza@gmail.com>, David Bradley <dave@kinoconsult.com>,
"Kennedy, Dana M." <dkennedy@aarp.org>, "Schultz, Angela (Sinema)" <Angela_ Schultz@sinema.senate.gov>,
"chriswertheim49@gmail.com" <chriswertheim49@gmail.com>, "barb2022@gmail.com" <barb2022 @gmail.com>,
kelley karnes <kelley.karnes@gmail.com>, LELA ALSTON <lalston2@msn.com>, "kenclarkleadership@gmail.com"
<kenclarkleadership@gmail.com>, "johnglennphx@gmail.com" <johnglennphx@gmail.com>, Bruce Wheeler
<bwheeler48@gmail.com>, "emeyer8@gmail.com" <emeyer8@gmail.com>, "debbied@tapi.org" <debbied@tapi.org>
Subject: FW: In Today's Yellow Sheet

From: Josselyn Berry <JBerry@azleg.gov>

Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 5:01 PM

To: .Senate Democratic Staff <SenateDemocratResearchStaff@azleg.gov>; .SDEMMEMS <SDEMMEMS@azleg.gov>; .SDEMSECS
<SDEMSECS@azleg.gov>; .Senate Democratic Staff Interns <SenateDemocraticStaffinterns@azleg.gov>

Subject: In Today's Yellow Sheet

About Contact

In Today's Yellow Sheet March 22, 2021

WE’RE RUNNING OUT OF PEOPLE WHO WANT THE SHOT?
After tens of thousands of new vaccine appointment slots went unfilled over the

weekend, Ducey today announced that Arizonans 16 and oldey witkps allpaeed 24,0473 21-0477. 21-0480. 21-0481-B
to book vaccination appointments at state facibieg 47319 copreltmo 65, 21-0469-D, 21-0468, 21-0640-E-000006
Yuma counties starting on Wednesday.
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MAYBE SLOW AND STEADY REALLY DOES WIN THE RACE
Interestingly, The Associated Press and nonprofit health-data organization
Surgo Ventures, conducted an analysis recently showing states that opened up

vaccine eligibility more broadly early have actually seen vaccination rates stall
overall.

THE PANDEMIC ENDS WHEN UGENTI-RITA GETS HER WAY
Now that anyone can get a vaccine, the next big decision for Ducey and Christ

will be when to end the emergency declaration.

DON’T WORRY GUYS, KAREN WILL FIND THAT FRAUD

The Stop the Steal crowd shouted down Senate Dems and Maricopa County
Supervisor Steve Gallardo today at a press conference where Democrats
decried the ongoing effort for a Senate audit, complete with a hand recount
from volunteers, as an attack on democracy.

MAKE IT A DOUBLE, BARKEEP

In their campaign to recall Finchem, organizers are comparing him to a
bartender who has overserved their customers, who then proceeded to make
bad decisions.

ALL GOOD RUMORS MUST COME TO AN END
Tucson Mayor Regina Romero is out of the running to be the next deputy
secretary of the US Dept of Housing and Urban Development.

SUBSCRIBER AGREEMENT | PRIVACY NOTICE

You are receiving this e-mail because you are a registered subscriber of yellowsheetreport.com. To change your account
preferences or e-mail address please visit www.yellowsheetreport.com
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To cancel your subscription, click here.
Copyright 2016 by Arizona Capitol Reports, LLC
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From: David Livingston </o=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=491344ea88784be3a8b304734df4785b-
David Livin>

Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2021 7:53:29 PM
To: Barbara Phillips <BPhillips@azleg.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Contractors not charging State Sales Tax

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Qutlook for Android

From: Beverly Slater <beverlyj6130@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2021 5:12:11 PM

To: David Livingston <dlivingston @azleg.gov>
Subject: Contractors not charging State Sales Tax

Name Beverly Slater
Email beverlyj6130@aol.com
Phone 6025473016

Subject: Contractors not charging State Sales Tax

Comments:

Senator Livingston, I have written to you several times before over the years & your office always replied. My
question this time concerns State Sales Tax. I am retired not but was a F/C Bookkeeper. When you buy a new
car or appliances or a home you are charged with State Sales Tax. I am wondering why AZ Contractors do not
show the AZ Sales Tax when an item is purchased. The one I am questioning is A/C contractors when you
purchase a major new A/C system. When you asked the Contractor to show the amount of sales tax they say
they do not charge sales tax. I know from my past that Contractors put the sales tax in the purchase price. Why
is the AZ Legislators allowing this to happen. You do know that as a major purchase I can use the sales tax
amount in my Federal Tax 1040 apart from the regular sales tax deduction or allowed state W/H deduction. 1
cannot imagine that the State of Arizona would give away all this State Tax money for free to Contractors. If so
they better start doing their jobs better because if I buy $20,000 worth of kitchen appliances I am charged Sales
Tax. Please don't tell me that AZ. Legislators & Contractors are doing this & trying to hide the hidden Sales Tax
costs in their purchase price. Either way the answer comes out, it is wrong to do this to the public or not collect
Sales Tax on all purchase items. I would like you to write a bill that makes every item purchase showing the
amount of Sales Tax with no hidden amounts. Transparency is the only way we should go. I look forward to
hearing from your office. Thank you very much. OH, by the way as a life long Republican the way this Voter
Audit is going down, I would never believe the results if they found any thing wrong. I look at it as a total
shame. Very disappointed in how it was conducted.

Sent Thu, 10 Jun 2021 21:12:11 +0000
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From: Mike Philipsen <MPhilipsen@azleg.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2020 3:52:14 PM
To: Dajana Zlaticanin <DZlaticanin(@azleg.gov>
Subject: Fwd: PENNSYLVANIA, ARIZONA, MICHIGAN LEGISLATURES TO HOLD PUBLIC

HEARINGS ON 2020 ELECTION

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Oxford, Andrew" <Andrew.Oxford@gannett.com>

Date: November 24, 2020 at 3:00:57 PM MST

To: Mike Philipsen <MPhilipseni@azleg.gov>

Subject: FW: PENNSYLVANIA, ARIZONA, MICHIGAN LEGISLATURES TO HOLD PUBLIC
HEARINGS ON 2020 ELECTION

Good afternoon, Mike.

Are there any plans for a hearing on Nov. 30, as described below?
Appreciatively,

Andrew Oxford

The Arizona Republic
480-417-8946

From: Donald J. Trump for President, Inc. <pressoffice@donaldtrump.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2020 2:58 PM
Subject: PENNSYLVANIA, ARIZONA, MICHIGAN LEGISLATURES TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS ON 2020 ELECTION

No images? Click here

- November 24, 2020 -

PENNSYLVANIA, ARIZONA, MICHIGAN
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LEGISLATURES TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS ON
2020 ELECTION

MAYOR GIULIANI: “IT'S IN EVERYONE'S INTEREST TO HAVE A FULL VETTING OF
ELECTION IRREGULARITIES AND FRAUD”

The Donald J. Trump for President Campaign Legal Team today announced that
the State Legislatures in Pennsylvania, Arizona and Michigan will hold public
hearings on the election beginning tomorrow and next week in an effort to provide
confidence that all of the legal votes have been counted and the illegal votes have
not been counted in the November 3rd election.

The first hearing, held by the Pennsylvania State Senate, will be conducted
tomorrow, Wednesday, November 25th, in Gettysburg, PA, where each
participating Senator will give a five-minute opening statement followed by
testimony from witnesses who have filed affidavits attesting to 2020 election
fraud. Tomorrow’s hearing will also feature a presentation from former New York
City Mayor and Personal Attorney to President Trump, Rudy Giuliani.

On Monday, November 30th, the Arizona legislature will hold their own hearing,
followed by the Michigan legislature holding their own hearing on Tuesday,
December 1st. Details for both hearings to follow.

“It's in everyone’s interest to have a full vetting of election irregularities and
fraud,” said Mayor Giuliani. "And the only way to do this is with public hearings,
complete with witnesses, videos, pictures and other evidence of illegalities from
the November 3rd election.”

“"We are pleased that the State Legislatures in Pennsylvania, Arizona and Michigan
will be convening hearings to examine the November 3rd presidential election,”
added Trump campaign Senior Legal Advisor and Personal Attorney to President
Donald J. Trump, Jenna Ellis. “There were serious irregularities, we have proof of
fraud in a number of states, and it is important for all Americans to have faith in
our electoral process. All we have wanted from the outset is to count every legal
vote and discount every illegal vote.”

State Legislatures are uniquely qualified and positioned to hold hearings on
election irregularities and fraud before electors are chosen. As established in
Article 2, Section 1.2 of the United States Constitution, State Legislatures have the
sole authority to select their representatives to the Electoral College, providing a
critical safeguard against voter fraud and election manipulation.

B B S

Paid for by Donald J. Trump for President, Inc.
725 5th Avenue - New York, NY - 10022
info@donaldtrump.com

Preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: Garth Kamp </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=26F8FDA4D338485EA784A0412F4193ED-

GARTH KAMP>
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 11:56:38 AM
To: Mike Philipsen <MPhilipsen@azleg.gov>
Subject: FW: Chairman Jack Sellers' Statement on Election Audit Agenda Item

From: Rob Dalager <Rob@p3gr.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 9:59 AM

To: Garth Kamp <GKamp@azleg.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Chairman Jack Sellers' Statement on Election Audit Agenda Item

Rob Dalager

322 W. Roosevelt St.
Phoenix, AZ 85003-1423
Office: (602) 795-2216
Cell: (602) 909-4576

www.p3gr.com
Rob@p3gr.com

| . Supervisor Jack Sellers

Statement from Chairman Jack Sellers on
Election Audit Agenda Item

Court rulings, hand counts, and other checks and balances proved Maricopa
County elections were administered with integrity throughout 2020. However, a
significant number of voters want the additional assurance that a full forensic
audit of election tabulation equipment might bring, especially given all the
misinformation that spread following the November 3 General Election.
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Tomorrow, the Board of Supervisors will vote on whether to move forward with
such an audit.

The agenda item proposes hiring two independent, qualified firms to
independently audit tabulation hardware and software in a way that protects
private voter information and our investment in the machines. It is my belief
these audits will prove our machines were not vulnerable to hacking or vote
switching.

While | am confident in our staff and our equipment, not all our residents are. This
is a problem. A democracy cannot survive if enough of its people doubt elections
are free and fair. Some will never be satisfied, but this vote is not about them.
The best we can do, in my opinion, is to err on the side of transparency, to
embrace the opportunity to once again show our work, and to put facts in their
proper place at the center of public discourse instead of the periphery.

| invite members of the public to watch tomorrow’s Board of Supervisors formal
meeting at youtube.com/MaricopaCountyAZ. The agenda for the meeting can be
found here.

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:

This email was sent to hindmanm@mail.maricopa.gov. using GovDelivery. Maricopa County « 301 W Jefferson St « Phoenix, AZ 85003
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From: Garth Kamp </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=26F8FDA4D338485EA784A0412F4193ED-

GARTH KAMP>
Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2021 12:47:10 PM
To: Mike Philipsen <MPhilipsen@azleg.gov>

Subject: FW: Board of Supervisors Approves Extensive Audit of Elections Equipment

not sure if you saw this

From: Rob Dalager <Rob@p3gr.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2021 12:03 PM

To: Garth Kamp <GKamp@azleg.gov>; Wendy Baldo <wbaldo@azleg.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Board of Supervisors Approves Extensive Audit of Elections Equipment

Rob Dalager

322 W. Roosevelt St.
Phoenix, AZ 85003-1423
Office: (602) 795-2216
Cell: (602) 909-4576

wWww.p3gr.com
Rob@p3gr.com

for Immediate Release
January 27, 2021
Fields Moseley/Jason Berry/ 602-506-6453

Board of Supervisors Approves Extensive Audit of Elections Equipment
Goal is to assure voters of election integrity, combat misinformation

The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously today to authorize a forensic audit of ballot tabulation equipment used in
the 2020 elections. The audit is the culmination of a year-long effort by Maricopa County to ensure the accuracy of the federally- and
state-certified hardware and software used to count votes (see 2020 Elections Fact Sheet or multimedia page).
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“Maricopa County elections were administered with integrity throughout 2020. That’s a fact. Multiple audits to date have proved as
much, and multiple court rulings have concurred,” said Chairman Jack Sellers. “It's also true that a significant number of voters want
the additional assurance that a full forensic audit of tabulation equipment might bring, especially given all the misinformation that spread
following the November 3 election. This audit shows our commitment to providing that assurance.”

The multi-layered forensic audit will dive into the tabulation equipment to analyze its hacking vulnerability, verify that no malicious
malware was installed, and test that tabulators were not sending or receiving information over the internet.

As an added layer of assurance, the county will hire two independent firms certified by the U.S. Elections Assistance Commission, to
each independently audit the tabulation equipment: Pro V&V and SLI Compliance.

The first audit will begin on February 2, and the second audit will begin on February 8.

“We're doing the right thing, at the right time, in the right way,” said Vice Chairman Bill Gates, District 3. “The audit will be conducted in
a way that safeguards private voter information and protects the investment made by county taxpayers in the tabulation equipment. My
hope is that the audit results will ensure the residents of Maricopa County have the same confidence in our elections system that we
have.”

“While I'm confident we ran good elections, | have been passionate about doing this audit,” said Supervisor Clint Hickman, District 4.
“Every election-related decision and safeguard this Board has made over the past year has had voter and election integrity in mind.
The upcoming forensic audit of election equipment will be no different, and | hope it puts to rest the notion that somehow we've got
something to hide.”

In addition to the software and malware tests, one firm will also perform a logic and accuracy test of the county’s tabulation equipment
to ensure it accurately counted ballots and confirm that no vote switching occurred.

As an added measure of transparency, the Board hired a reputable Certified Public Accountant firm to review county contracts with
Dominion Voting Services and verify that the county leased the tabulation equipment according to state and county procurement
regulations.

“l have been publicly supportive of an audit for over a month now and am glad to have this much needed vote,” said Supervisor Steve
Chucri, District 2. “Elections are the foundation of our democracy and the most important right we hold as Americans. It is paramount
that the public has trust in our elections systems and equipment and that is why | wholeheartedly support an audit to ensure this
equipment is above reproach. This thorough audit is what many of my constituents have been asking for. | am pleased we are
conducting it and look forward to sharing the results.”

Community stakeholders will be an important part of the forensic audit process. Leadership from both the House and Senate, members
of all three political parties, and representatives from the Arizona Secretary of State’s Office and Attorney General's Office will be
invited to observe. We will also provide availability for media members as well, so they can fulfill their role informing the public.

“It's normal for people to complain about elections when they don'’t like the results, but people took it a step further this year. They
spread lies and conspiracies about how our elections were conducted in an effort to overturn the will of the people,” said Supervisor
Steve Gallardo, District 5. “l know for a fact we ran three great, safe, and secure elections in 2020. | expect this audit to be the final
word.”

The results of the forensic audit will be shared publicly.

2020 Elections Fact Sheet

Transparency, accuracy and accountability are paramount to Maricopa County and its Elections Department. In September, the
Elections Department met with the chairs of all three county political parties to outline important election dates and areas of involvement
for party members. The following is an abridged timeline of steps taken to ensure the integrity of the November General Election:

¢ On October 6, the Elections Department and the Arizona Secretary of State’s Office performed a logic
and accuracy test on the tabulation equipment. The test date was published in the newspaper, open to
the public and observed by political party representatives, city clerks, and school and health care district
representatives. The law requires an errorless count before tabulators and software can be used in an
election. The tests confirmed the equipment was tabulating ballots accurately, paving the way for the
November General Election in which a record number of voters participated and lines at polling sites
were kept to a minimum.
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¢ On November 4, a hand count audit of election results performed by Maricopa County political parties
law found a 100 percent match to the vote tabulation machines. The hand count audit, which is required
by law, covered a statistically significant sample of ballots. The hand count was viewable on the
Elections Department’s website and the results were shared publicly.

¢ On November 17, then-Chairman Clint Hickman sent a letter to all Maricopa County voters addressing
some of the misinformation circulating regarding elections. This letter was accompanied by a link to
a fact page that provided more detail about election processes and is still available to any interested
party.

¢ On November 18, the Elections Department and the Arizona Secretary of State’s Office performed a
post-election logic and accuracy test on the equipment to ensure it was not changed or tampered with
during the election. Members of all three political parties and a representative from the Arizona
Attorney General’s Office observed the test.

¢ On November 20, the Board held a nearly three-hour public meeting to discuss concerns and questions
raised by Maricopa County residents. Only after these questions were answered in a public forum did
the Board certify the results of the election. This meeting was broadcast live and is still available for
anyone to watch.

e On December 14, then-Chairman Clint Hickman and Elections Director Scott Jarrett appeared before the
Senate Judiciary Committee and devoted six hours to fully answering questions by legislators.

¢ Onlanuary 7, 2021, the U.S. Congress confirmed the results of the Electoral College, finalizing the
November 3, 2020 General Election.

Throughout the election, political party observers were present at every Vote Center, followed ballot courier routes and observed
signature verification, ballot processing and every minute of tabulation. All rooms with ballots were under 24-7 cameras.

Post-election court challenges

Many allegations about the November General Election made their way to court and Maricopa County clearly presented the facts to
judges at both the local and federal level. Eleven different times complaints about election fraud, manipulation, or tampering in
Maricopa County’s 2020 election have been brought against this Board. Each case was dismissed by the courts or withdrawn by the
plaintiffs.

Additional information about Maricopa County elections equipment

Election equipment went through extensive testing to receive its federal and state certification. Prior to November, there were no
complaints about the accuracy of the county’s tabulation equipment, which was also used in elections in March, May and August. The
Elections Department also piloted the tabulation equipment in the November 2019 Madison School District election. To verify the
accuracy of the equipment, the county also performed a 100 percent hand count of the Madison ballots. There was no discrepancy
between the counts.
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From: Heather Covert </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DDO00F23F35F34D30B901D0B930A46F53-

HEATHER COV>
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 12:39:30 PM
To: Warren Petersen <votewarren@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Statutory Proxy Form (1).pdf

Do you need it today? I cannot print remotely to the office printer.

On Jan 20, 2021, at 1:31 PM, Warren Petersen <votewarren@gmail.com> wrote:

can u print this in your office?

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Kelli Ward <kelli.ward@azgop.org>
Date: Wed, Jan 20, 2021 at 1:28 PM
Subject: Statutory Proxy Form (1).pdf

To: <votewarren@gmail.com>

Warmly,
Kelli

Dr. Kelli Ward
Chairwoman

Republican Party of Arizona
@KelliWardAZ
602-957-7770

Sent from my iPhone

Confidentiality Note: This email message, including any attachment(s), is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is confidential, privileged, or otherwise protected by law. Any
unauthorized use, disclosure, or distribution of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by reply email and destroy the original
and all copies of the email, including any attachment(s).

Warren Petersen
State Senator LD12

paid for by Friends of Warren Petersen
<Statutory Proxy Form (1).pdf>
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From: Heather Covert </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DDO00F23F35F34D30B901DOB930A46F53-

HEATHER COV>
Sent: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 10:51:41 AM
To: Warren Petersen <votewarren(@gmail.com>
Subject: FW: Chairman Letter to Senate

Attachments: Request to Senate.pdf

From: Michelle Hindman (GVR) <Michelle.Hindman@ Maricopa.Gov>
Sent: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 11:05 AM

Cc: Richard Bohan (BOS) <Richard.Bohan@Maricopa.Gov>

Subject: Chairman Letter to Senate

Please see the attached letter from Chairman Jack Sellers.
Sincerely,

Michelle Hindman

Director, Government Relations
Maricopa County

602.506.7075
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; . " )
Maricopa County
fank Selloes

Supervisor, Disoderd

30t Wens Jofforsen Sireel

High Fioer

MO £

March 3, 2021

Dear Senator,

Attached i an image of the physical ballots from the November 3, 2020 General
Election loaded onto trucks and ready to be delivered. Because the subpoenas from
January 12, 2021 have not been withdrawn or modified since their issuance, the
County loaded the ballots onto trucks, Monday, March 1, 2021 with the intention of
delivering the ballots to the Senate at 1700 W. Washington Street, as commanded
by the subpoenas.

Maricopa County requested the Senate confirm a time for delivery on Monday,
March 1%, 2021. The County received a response at 5:08 pm on Monday, March 1%,
from Senate’s cutside counsel Kory Langhofer indicating the Senate was unprepared
for receipt of 2.1 million ballots or any of the physical equipment.

We learned through the Senate majority party’s PIO statement to a reporter of an
“understanding” that the County would provide an opportunity for the Senate’s
auditors to use the County’s slection facilities. That arrangement was certainly not
contained in the subpoenas and consequently the County has not explored how the
use of County facilities might become an option. The County is currently involved in
municipal elections and cannot permit unauthorized persons inside the election
facility.

Please advise us when the Senate is ready o receive the subpoenaed materials and
where they should be delivered. if the Senate no longer wants the materials
delivared, the County stands ready to discuss next steps,

Sincerely,

i & §
¢ é\}. Ay g e
o L N

Zincerely,
tack Seflers
Chairman, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors
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From: Josselyn Berry </o=Exchangel.abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=55652a43¢d414272b63720752abtb46f-
Josselyn Be>

Sent: Friday, March 26, 2021 4:20:31 PM

To: .SDEMMEMS <SDEMMEMS@azleg.gov>;. SDEMSECS
<SDEMSECS@azleg.gov>;.Senate Democratic Staff Interns
<SenateDemocraticStaffInterns@azleg.gov>;.Senate Democratic Staff
<SenateDemocratResearchStaff(@azleg. gov>

Subject: Fw: The Blue Wave Newsletter

View this email in your browser

Share Tweet
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On Monday Senate Democrats and Supervisor Steve Gallardo held a press conference on the Senate Republican’s
audit of the 2020 election after news that Senate President Karen Fann is discussing using volunteers to count
voter’s ballots and an ongoing lack of transparency with the public. While Senate Democrats argued this "audit" will
only encourage and not tamp down conspiracy theorists, our press conference was interrupted by--you guessed it, a

group of protestors calling us “liars” and “traitors,” while claiming they had evidence the 2020 election was stolen.

We were there to defend the integrity of Arizona’s elections against the state Senate Republican's shocking
endorsement of conspiracy theories. Voting is at the core of American Democracy and we should be fighting to
protect it, not attack it. It's time we expand access to Democracy and remove hurdles Republicans have placed in

front of voters.
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On Thursday morning, Governor Ducey once again announced major policy changes via Twitter when he released a
new Executive Order lifting Arizona's COVID-19 restrictions immediately. Only 27% of Arizonans have had their first
shot and only 17% have had both doses. This is nowhere near the 70% required for herd immunity. Keep in mind that
Governor Ducey stood in the way of over 100,000 Arizonans in Pima County getting the vaccine by refusing a FEMA-
run site to provide vaccinations. After the announcement,Arizona's major hospital networks came out against

Ducey's rollback of COVID restrictions: "Now is not the time to become complacent & declare victory when the virus

is still prominent... COVID-19 mitigation strategies work."

As Senator Kirsten Engel said, "Gov Ducey overrides vital public health protections such as the mask wearing
requirements by our courageous mayors, Tucson’s Regina Romero and Phoenix’s Kate Gallego, and rejects FEMA'’s

vaccines for disadvantaged communities. Whose now the barrier to protecting public health?"

Senator Victoria Steele added, "this is completely irresponsible. We in Tucson just lost a dear friend a week ago to

COVID. This is clearly a political decision and one that has far too high of a risk to public health."

Questions about the American Rescue Plan? Hear from Senators Lela Alston and Martin Quezada about how it'll

help Arizona.
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RECOVER. RESTORE REBUILD--The Democratic Blueprint for 2021

In the face of a global pandemic that is still spreading, taking lives, impacting our economy and devastating our

most vulnerable communities, our priorities have never been clearer. See our plan to rebuild Arizona.
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A highlight of some bills Senate Democrats have introduced this session
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Despite scandals facing Phoenix police and the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office over recent protest
prosecutions, Senate Republicans this week pushed through a House bill giving law enforcement even more
discretion and power to punish demonstrators. Republican lawmakers also cut off Senator Quezada when he
explained his vote saying, “We should all vote no, specifically for that reason. (Roberts) wants them not to speak
about murders of people of color. He wants to chill them from...” said Quezada before he was cut off by Senator

Leach.

Following two mass shootings in the last two weeks (Atlanta, Georgia and Boulder, Colorado) Senate Republicans
are also moving forward bills that /oosen Arizona's already lax gun laws. One measure approved by the Judiciary
Committee would allow the more than 390,000 Arizonans with permits to carry a concealed weapon to bring them

into most public buildings, regardless of what the sign on the door says. There's also HB2840, legislation that
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would allow adults 18 years and older, to have a loaded gun in their car on school grounds. That alarmed Senator
Engel who said lawmakers need to see through the eyes of a mother, "l have actually received that call more than

once from my daughter, hiding under a desk because there's somebody with a gun in the parking lot."

**We are waiting for a number of striker bill language to drop Monday at 5PM.**

THE GOOD
HB2565 appropriation; affordable housing. Sponsored by Rep. Alma Hernandez.Striker bill that would provide $5

million to the housing trust fund to support renters and homeowners. Will be heard in Senate Appropriations on
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Wednesday, March 31st at 9AM.

THE BAD
HB2190 vaccination; businesses. Sponsored by Rep. An anti-public health bill that prohibits businesses from
requiring employees from getting the COVID vaccine before returning to work. Will be heard in Senate

Appropriations on Wednesday, March 31st at 9AM.

e Warning that election audit would feed conspiracy theories interrupted by people yelling conspiracy

theories “This audit is a dangerous fishing expedition that could harm the sanctity of the secret ballot,”

Sen. Kirsten Engel, D-Tucson, said at the press conference organized by Senate Democrats, while a
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protester a few dozen feet away yelled “treason” at her.

Ducey talks disdain for new education tax, vows fast fix “This is another reason exactly why voters don’t

trust us. They work their butts off to collect signatures, put a measure on the ballot that is going to fix a
problem...They pass a proposition and we go and do something like this,” said Senator Quezada.

Senate to consider restriction on school expulsions, suspensions Senator Gonzales said she would prefer

that school boards look more broadly at their policies on suspension and expulsions for all age groups.
Her experience is that these kinds of discipline are used disproportionately on students of color

Arizona Senate to hand-count 2.1 million Maricopa ballots Fann hopes the effort is bipartisan but Senate

Democrats say, “We never wanted anything to do with that. | guess you could say we worked in a bipartisan
way, since we backed the Board of Supervisors, which is all Republican but one," said Senator Contreras.

Bill to let dishonest cops appeal placement on Brady List advances“There are broader problems here that

will not be addressed just by amending this bill,” said Senator Engel. Senator Quezada agreed, adding that

the Phoenix PD currently employs more than 100 officers who are on the Brady List.
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GET VACCINATED!

UPDATE: Essential workers in public transit, the postal service and funeral homes will begin receiving their

COVID-19 vaccines. and the vaccine is now available to anyone 16 years old and up.

e SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR A VACCINE HERE
e SIGN UP FOR A VACCINE HERE

CVS Health will begin COVID-19 vaccines Thursday to eligible populations at 8 pharmacies in Maricopa, Mohave,
Pima, Pinal and Yuma counties. You MUST have appointment. If you don't have internet, call (800) 746-7287.

Make an appointment online here.
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GET TESTED! Find a COVID testing site for you or family members across Arizona.

Our website is www.arizonasenatedemocrats.com

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

This email was sent to josselyn.berrv@gmail.com
why did | get this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences
Arizona State Senate Democratic Caucus - 1700 W Washington St - Arizona State Senate - Phoenix, AZ 85007-2812 - USA

i g Email Marketing
‘x Powered by
Mailchimp

Josselyn Berry
Communication Director-Senate Democrats
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Sender: Juan Mendez, Athena Salman, and Melody Hernandez <jmendez@azleg.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 25, 2021 12:12:55 PM
Recipient: Juan Mendez <jmendez@azleg.gov>
Subject: 2021 Legislative Session has Begun!
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From: Josselyn Berry <josselyn.berry@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 23, 2021 12:45:55 PM
To: Jeff Winkler <JWinkler@azleg.gov>
Subject: Fwd: [Test] The Blue Wave Newsletter

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Arizona Senate Democrats <senatedems(@azleg.gov<mailto:senatedems(@azleg.gov>>
Date: Fri, Apr 23, 2021 at 12:41 PM

Subject: [Test] The Blue Wave Newsletter

To: <josselyn.berry@gmail com<mailto:josselyn.berry(@gmail.com>>

View this email in your browser<https://us20.campaign-archive.com/?
e= test email &u=2ee713844129981cb26131e51&1d=6d3667ba%0>

[https://cdn-images.mailchimp.com/icons/social-block-v2/outline-dark-facebook-48.png|<http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?
u=http%3 A%2F%2Feepurl.com%2FhwJITH> Share<http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3 A%2F%2Feepurl.com%
2Fhwl]ITH>

[https://cdn-images. mailchimp.com/icons/social-block-v2/outline-dark-twitter-48. png| <http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?
text=The+Blue+Wave+Newsletter:%620http%3 A%2F%2Feepurl.com%2FhwJITH> Tweet<http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?
text=The+Blue+Wave+Newsletter:%20http%3 A%2F%2Feepurl.com%2FhwJJTH>
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In a glimmer of good news this week, Governor Ducey did the right thing and vetoed SB1456, a bill that would've harmed LGBTQ young
people and all students in Arizona <https://www.hrc.org/press-releases/gov-ducey-vetoes-anti-lgbtq-education-bill> by requiring parents
of students to opt-in to sex education curriculum and any instruction involving gender identity, gender expression, or sexuality. Parents
against the bill said it is discriminatory legislation that will directly target LGBTQ students. We are glad the Governor made the right
choice and listened to Arizonans by vetoing this backwards and discriminatory bill. Hate should have no home here in Arizona and our
children should have access to scientific, age-appropriate and accurate sex education.

The biggest drama this week was Republican Senator Kelly Townsend joining with Democrats to defeat
SB1485<https://www.nbenews.com/politics/elections/lone-arizona-republican-votes-no-blocking-passage-voting-bill-n1264885>, a bill
that would purge over 100,000 eligible Arizona voters from the PEVL, or Permanent Early Voting List. Townsend said she supports the
legislation but wants to see the results of the GOP-backed "fraudit" of Maricopa County ballots first.

But the fight is not over and Republicans will certainly try to bring the bill back next week. No bill is completely dead until the
Legislature adjourns for the session. We still need to keep pressure on the politicians who support barriers to people's right to vote.
Listen to Senator Engel's incredible speech on how anti-abortion bill SB1457 is a misguided and dangerous mess

[https://mcusercontent.com/2ee713844£2998 1cb26131e51/video thumbnails_new/f7677%e3e3bc0c30e2ceb06e494e288¢.png]|
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=itTP23J1doE>
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RECOVER. RESTORE REBUILD--The Democratic Blueprint for 202 1<https://www.arizonasenatedemocrats.com/202 1 -session>

In the face of a global pandemic that is still spreading, taking lives, impacting our economy and devastating our most vulnerable
communities, our priorities have never been clearer. See our plan to rebuild Arizona. <https://www.arizonasenatedemocrats.com/2021-
session>
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Senator Rebecca Rios issued a statement in support of the emergency injunction to pause the senate audit, filed by Supervisor Steve
Gallardo and the Arizona Democratic Party. Read it here.<https://www.arizonasenatedemocrats.com/post/senate-democratic-leader-
rebecca-rios-supports-emergency -injunction-on-senate-republican-audit>

The Arizona Legislative Latino Caucus Leaders issued a statement panning Governor Ducey's photo-op trip to the border. Read it here.
<https://www.arizonasenatedemocrats.com/post/arizona-latino-caucus-urges-governor-ducey-to-stop-playing-political -games-with-the-

border>
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This week an anti-abortion bill that criminalizes pregnant people and doctors and nurses who assist in abortions passed in the Senate and
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House. <https://www.kold.com/2021/04/22/arizona-lawmakers-move-forward-with-anti-abortion-bill-now-heads-governors-office/> We
fought this horrid anti-abortion bill with all our might and now it's on the Governor's desk, where Arizonans are calling and demanding he
veto this horrid bill. This bill is a blatant attack on abortion rights access. Decisions about abortion should be made between women and
their doctors.

Legislative Republicans and Governor Ducey ditched work Wednesday for a photo-op at the border in a transparent act of political theatre
<https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/ej-montini/202 1/04/23/sheriffs-supervisors-call-bs-gov-doug-ducey-border-
stunt/7347493002/> that will cost Arizona taxpayers $25 million. Meanwhile Arizonans continue to be impacted by COVID pandemic, a
real crisis that Republicans still refuse to adequately address.From day one, the Biden Administration has been deeply engaged in
monitoring the border and marshaling all resources of the government to find compassionate and fair solutions to help migrants at our
border.Taking on the difficult challenge of building a fair, functional, and humane system will take time. After four years of destruction,
change doesn't happen with the flip of a switch,and we encourage Governor Ducey to work with the Biden Administration on real
solutions and not photo-ops.

The Karen Fann and Ken Bennett "fraudit" of the Maricopa County election started this week and is just as ridiculous and dysfunctional as
you would imagine. As of this writing, a journalist inside the colosseum was banned from tweeting about the audit-Something you only
hear about in countries where they also put reporters in jail. Supervisor Steve Gallardo and the Arizona Democratic Party filed an
emergency injunction yesterday to stop the Senate audit and the judge ruled in their favor, ordering a "temporary pause" of the
audit/recount effective S5PM today. <https://twitter.com/ArizonaMirror/status/1385667893006794752> It will last until 12PM Monday.
This 1s great news for Arizona voters. This fraudit is a dysfunctional, anti-democratic mess and should never have been allowed to happen
in the first place.

[https://mcusercontent.com/2ee7 138442998 1cb26 13 1e5 1/images/1a809556-30d0-4d4¢-8b97-db5b3f3eecOd.png]

* "You want to see a temper tantrum?": Arizona Republican sides with Democrats, blocks voting bill
<http://https//www.nbenews.com/politics/elections/lone-arizona-republican-votes-no-blocking-passage-voting-bill-n1264885> "This gives
us an opportunity to step up all of those lobbying efforts,” Democratic state Sen. Martin Quezada, a Democratic whip, told NBC News
before the vote. Quezada said they would pressure sports teams to consider boycotting Arizona's upcoming sporting events.

* Arizona Legislature Passes Abortion Ban For Genetic Issues<http://https//fronterasdesk.org/content/1677498/arizona-legislature-passes-
abortion-ban-genetic-issues>"The bans on abortion based on the reasons behind a person’s reason have never been about promotion of
equality,” said Sen. Lela Alston. "The ban proposed in this bill is part of a larger campaign to stigmatize abortion and to pass as many
laws as possible to restrict access to abortion care.”

* Security lapses plague Arizona Senate's election audit at State Fairgrounds
<https://www.azfamily.com/news/investigations/cbs_5_investigates/security-lapses-plague-arizona-senates-election-audit-at-state-
fairgrounds/article_b49%aee8-a3ed-11eb-8f94-bfc2918c6cc9.html?block 1d=997196> "I think the fact of the matter is that there have been
numerous legitimate audits that have shown that there were no discrepancies,” said Sen. Rebecca Rios, who is the leading Democrat in the
state Senate.
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GET VACCINATED! The COVID vaccine is now available to anyone 16 years old and up!
* SIGN UP FOR A VACCINE <https://podvaccine.azdhs.gov/> HERE<https://podvaccine.azdhs.gov/>

GET TESTED! Find a COVID testing site for you or family members across
Arizona<https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/index.php#novel-
coronavirus-testing>.

CONTACT YOUR STATE SENATOR!<https://openstates.org/find_your_legislator/>
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From: Josselyn Berry <josselyn.berry@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 23, 2021 5:21:11 PM
To: Jeff Winkler <JWinkler@azleg.gov>
Subject: Fwd: [Test] The Blue Wave Newsletter
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e= test email &u=2ee713844129981cb26131e51&1d=6d3667ba%0>
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In a glimmer of good news this week, Governor Ducey did the right thing and vetoed SB1456, a bill that would've harmed LGBTQ young
people and all students in Arizona <https://www.hrc.org/press-releases/gov-ducey-vetoes-anti-lgbtq-education-bill> by requiring parents
of students to opt-in to sex education curriculum and any instruction involving gender identity, gender expression, or sexuality. Parents
against the bill said it is discriminatory legislation that will directly target LGBTQ students. We are glad the Governor made the right
choice and listened to Arizonans by vetoing this backwards and discriminatory bill. Hate should have no home here in Arizona and our
children should have access to scientific, age-appropriate and accurate sex education.

The biggest drama this week was Republican Senator Kelly Townsend joining with Democrats to defeat
SB1485<https://www.nbenews.com/politics/elections/lone-arizona-republican-votes-no-blocking-passage-voting-bill-n1264885>, a bill
that would purge over 100,000 eligible Arizona voters from the PEVL, or Permanent Early Voting List. Townsend said she supports the
legislation but wants to see the results of the GOP-backed "fraudit" of Maricopa County ballots first.

But the fight is not over and Republicans will certainly try to bring the bill back next week. No bill is completely dead until the
Legislature adjourns for the session. We still need to keep pressure on the politicians who support barriers to people's right to vote.
Listen to Senator Engel's incredible speech on how anti-abortion bill SB1457 is a misguided and dangerous mess

[https://mcusercontent.com/2ee713844£2998 1cb26131e51/video thumbnails_new/f7677%e3e3bc0c30e2ceb06e494e288¢.png]|
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=itTP23J1doE>
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RECOVER. RESTORE REBUILD--The Democratic Blueprint for 202 1<https://www.arizonasenatedemocrats.com/202 1 -session>

In the face of a global pandemic that is still spreading, taking lives, impacting our economy and devastating our most vulnerable
communities, our priorities have never been clearer. See our plan to rebuild Arizona. <https://www.arizonasenatedemocrats.com/2021-
session>
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Senator Rebecca Rios issued a statement in support of the emergency injunction to pause the senate audit, filed by Supervisor Steve
Gallardo and the Arizona Democratic Party. Read it here.<https://www.arizonasenatedemocrats.com/post/senate-democratic-leader-
rebecca-rios-supports-emergency -injunction-on-senate-republican-audit>

The Arizona Legislative Latino Caucus Leaders issued a statement panning Governor Ducey's photo-op trip to the border. Read it here.
<https://www.arizonasenatedemocrats.com/post/arizona-latino-caucus-urges-governor-ducey-to-stop-playing-political -games-with-the-
border>

[https://mcusercontent.com/2ee7 138442998 1cb26 13 1e5 1/images/28bbfcle-8b19-485a-9bdc-8a90c¢4b3587a.png]|

This week an anti-abortion bill that criminalizes pregnant people and doctors and nurses who assist in abortions passed in the Senate and
House. <https://www.kold.com/2021/04/22/arizona-lawmakers-move-forward-with-anti-abortion-bill-now-heads-governors-office/> We
fought this horrid anti-abortion bill with all our might and now it's on the Governor's desk, where Arizonans are calling and demanding he
veto this horrid bill. This bill is a blatant attack on abortion rights access. Decisions about abortion should be made between women and
their doctors.

Legislative Republicans and Governor Ducey ditched work Wednesday for a photo-op at the border in a transparent act of political theatre
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<https://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/ej-montini/202 1/04/23/sheriffs-supervisors-call-bs-gov-doug-ducey-border-
stunt/7347493002/> that will cost Arizona taxpayers $25 million. Meanwhile Arizonans continue to be impacted by COVID pandemic, a
real crisis that Republicans still refuse to adequately address.From day one, the Biden Administration has been deeply engaged in
monitoring the border and marshaling all resources of the government to find compassionate and fair solutions to help migrants at our
border.Taking on the difficult challenge of building a fair, functional, and humane system will take time. After four years of destruction,
change doesn't happen with the flip of a switch,and we encourage Governor Ducey to work with the Biden Administration on real
solutions and not photo-ops.

The Karen Fann and Ken Bennett "fraudit" of the Maricopa County election started this week and is just as ridiculous and dysfunctional as
you would imagine. As of this writing, a journalist inside the colosseum was banned from tweeting about the audit-Something you only
hear about in countries where they also put reporters in jail. Supervisor Steve Gallardo and the Arizona Democratic Party filed an
emergency injunction yesterday to stop the Senate audit and the judge ruled in their favor, ordering a "temporary pause" of the
audit/recount effective S5PM today. <https://twitter.com/ArizonaMirror/status/1385667893006794752> It will last until 12PM Monday.
This 1s great news for Arizona voters. This fraudit is a dysfunctional, anti-democratic mess and should never have been allowed to happen
in the first place.
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* "You want to see a temper tantrum?": Arizona Republican sides with Democrats, blocks voting bill
<http://https//www.nbenews.com/politics/elections/lone-arizona-republican-votes-no-blocking-passage-voting-bill-n1264885> "This gives
us an opportunity to step up all of those lobbying efforts,” Democratic state Sen. Martin Quezada, a Democratic whip, told NBC News
before the vote. Quezada said they would pressure sports teams to consider boycotting Arizona's upcoming sporting events.

* Arizona Legislature Passes Abortion Ban For Genetic Issues<http://https//fronterasdesk.org/content/1677498/arizona-legislature-passes-
abortion-ban-genetic-issues>"The bans on abortion based on the reasons behind a person’s reason have never been about promotion of
equality,” said Sen. Lela Alston. "The ban proposed in this bill is part of a larger campaign to stigmatize abortion and to pass as many
laws as possible to restrict access to abortion care.”

* Security lapses plague Arizona Senate's election audit at State Fairgrounds
<https://www.azfamily.com/news/investigations/cbs_5_investigates/security-lapses-plague-arizona-senates-election-audit-at-state-
fairgrounds/article_b49%aee8-a3ed-11eb-8f94-bfc2918c6cc9.html?block 1d=997196> "I think the fact of the matter is that there have been
numerous legitimate audits that have shown that there were no discrepancies,” said Sen. Rebecca Rios, who is the leading Democrat in the
state Senate.
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GET VACCINATED! The COVID vaccine is now available to anyone 16 years old and up!
* SIGN UP FOR A VACCINE <https://podvaccine.azdhs.gov/> HERE<https://podvaccine.azdhs.gov/>

GET TESTED! Find a COVID testing site for you or family members across
Arizona<https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/index.php#novel-
coronavirus-testing>.

CONTACT YOUR STATE SENATOR!<https://openstates.org/find_your_legislator/>
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You can update your preferences<https://azsenatedems.us20.list-manage.com/profile?
u=2ee713844£29981cb26131e51&1d=541f081853&e=_test_email &c=6d3667ba90> or unsubscribe from this
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From: Kirsten Engel <kengel@azleg.gov>

Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 1:36:16 PM

To: Tony Navarrete <tnavarrete(@azleg.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Letter from the Legislature 2021 #2: Wasted Opportunities!
Kirsten Engel

AZ State House Rep, LD10
AZ, State Senator-Elect, LD10
602-926-5178
kengel@azleg.gov

Andrea Martinez
Administrative Assistant:
602-926-5178
amartinez(@azleg.gov

Department of Housing and appropriates $10 million toward the program during 2021-22. Under the legislation, a nonprofit legal

services organization, community action agency, or HUD-approved housing counseling agency may apply for funds to hire housing

navigators to provide community outreach, education and resources related to general housing matters, effective tenancy, leases and

rental agreements, eviction and foreclosure processes and referrals to housing programs.

Assigned to: Senate Appropriations and Senate Commerce Committees
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On Feb 7, 2021, at 2:22 PM, State Senator Kirsten Engel <kengel@azleg.gov> wrote:

Dear Friend,

Thus far this legislative session has been a big disappointment. Rather than
address the pandemic, the Legislature has been filling its time passing non-
pandemic bills stuck in the queue last year and teeing up bills that undercut our
voting rights or pile on more tax cuts.

It does not have to be this way. In this newsletter | would like to talk about
some of my proposals for addressing the eviction and housing crisis we are
facing and to contrast these proactive, pandemic-related measures with some
of the disturbing bills that | believe will suppress the vote and undermine our
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elections. I'll conclude with some ways you can make your voice heard - in
support or opposition to the bills currently being considered.

Spotlight on My bills to Prevent Evictions and Promote Housing
Stability in Arizona

I've now introduced nine eviction-prevention/affordable housing bills. These
bills address the short-term eviction crisis, systemic problems in our landlord-
tenant act, and the long-term challenge of creating more affordable housing.

Bills Addressing the Eviction Crisis

Thousands of Arizona families are at risk of eviction when the moratorium,
extended by the Biden Administration to March 31, 2021, expires. The
moratorium is helping to keep a roof over people's heads (though there are
large loopholes that result in evictions continuing), but it doesn't pay rent in
arrears or give families a cushion going forward as they work to get themselves
back into the job market. Families eligible for rental assistance are often unable
to satisfy the paperwork requirements to actually receive a payment before they
are evicted. Many tenants now have eviction judgments on their records, a
blight on their credit that will dog their ability to find housing for the next seven
years. As detailed in today's New York Times, some families are going to
extraordinary lengths to avoid an eviction - running up debt on credit cards and
moving in with other family members into crowded living arrangements.

Legislation is only part of the answer to this crisis. Arizona will be receiving over
$490 million in rental relief from the latest federal stimulus package, and that
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will be a huge help. This money will be distributed by the AZ Department of
Economic Security and the legislature is not directly involved in its distribution.
It is important to note that not all families struggling qualify for this aid and for
some tenants with an eviction already on their records, the assistance comes
too late. Working with Pima County's Eviction Prevention Taskforce, here's
some solutions I'm proposing in legislation:

Housing Trust Fund and conditions a landlord's receipt of any of this funding
upon its agreement not to file, finalize or enforce an eviction action.

Assigned to: Senate Appropriations Committee
Status: Has yet to be placed on a Committee agenda

SB.1661 housing assistance program; appropriation: Establishes a new grant

program, the "Housing Assistance Program" in the AZ Department of Housing
and appropriates $10 million toward the program during 2021-22. Under the
legislation, a nonprofit legal services organization, community action agency, or
HUD-approved housing counseling agency may apply for funds to hire housing
navigators to provide community outreach, education and resources related to
general housing matters, effective tenancy, leases and rental agreements,
eviction and foreclosure processes and referrals to housing programs.

Assigned to: Senate Appropriations and Senate Commerce Committees
Status: Has yet to be placed on a Committee agenda

SB 1663 state; emergency; eviction reporting; prohibited: Requires the sealing

of any filing, pleading or judgment in an eviction action based on nonpayment
of rent that was rendered during the Covid-19 pandemic and between the dates
of March 11, 2020 and June 30th, 2022. Requires housing applications to
inform prospective tenants that they may answer "No record" in response to an
inquiry, on a housing application, regarding a record sealed pursuant to the
legislation.

Assigned to: Senate Judiciary Committee
Status: Has yet to be placed on a Committee agenda
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Photo courtesy of Tucson.com.

Bills addressing systemic problems in Arizona's Landlord-Tenant Laws

The eviction crisis has laid bare systemic problems with our landlord-tenant
laws. | have introduced the following bills to deal with some of these issues,
raised by stakeholders:

SB 1038 landlord tenant; rent; fifteen days. Currently, Arizona law requires
landlords to notify tenants of their intent to evict the tenant for nonpayment of
rent just 5 days before they actually file to do so, one of the shortest periods for
such notices in the nation. Tenants are left scrambling, often over a weekend,
to pull together money or contact their landlord to work out a payment plan.
This short time period has been a particular problem during the pandemic, as
five days is usually too short a timeframe for tenants to apply for and receive,
rental assistance from a city, county or nonprofit program. This bill does one
thing and one thing only: it extends that 5 day period to 15 days. Thisis an
easy fix and one very much needed for tenants and landlords alike.

Assigned to: Senate Commerce Committee
Status: Has yet to be placed on a Committee agenda

SB1130: constables; pending eviction notification; mileage: Provides that
constables may be reimbursed for their mileage with respect to any additional
trips they make to visit tenants in the eviction process to inform the tenants
about housing resources. A pilot project by Pima County constables found the
number of evictions tumbled after constables did this basic outreach to inform

tenants in advance of a pending eviction action and to provide them information
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about housing options. This successful pilot program was even featured in

discouraged from making these visits by having to pay for the mileage out of
their own pockets.

Assigned to: Senate Judiciary Committee
Status: Has yet to be placed on a Committee agenda

SB 1039 eviction prevention; study committee: Establishes a study committee

on statewide eviction prevention and housing affordability and specifies a broad
array fo stakeholders to serve on the study committee. The Committee is
charged with determining how the state can reduce eviction filings and mitigate
the financial and personal costs of evictions to tenants and landlords, explore
processes to ensure tenants understand their rights under the law, gather
information on housing affordability and propose legislation to address
problems identified by the committee.

Assigned to: Senate Commerce Committee
Status: Has yet to be placed on a Committee agenda

For those who wish to take a deeper dive in some of additional bills that | have
introduced, please see:

SB 1472 landlord tenant; security deposits; waiver
SB.1662 constable ethics standards board; membership
SB 1665 landlord tenant; housing assistance; waiver
S$B.1664 landlord tenant; evictions; forms
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What the Arizona Legislature is doing instead of eviction-
prevention and pandemic relief:

But the Arizona legislature is NOT addressing our eviction and housing crises,
but instead is spending a large amount of its time and effort keeping alive
conspiracy theories regarding the 2020 election, debating bills to remove
Arizonans from the voting rolls, and burdening our election officials with more
bureaucratic requirements that seem to lack all justification.

Graphic courtesy of the New York Times, Opinion, The Voter Suppression
State, Jan 31, 2019.

As has been widely reported in the national and local press, there are multiple
bills pending in the Arizona legislature that would upend our election and voting
laws. The most extreme bill is Rep Bolick's HB 2720, would enable the the
Arizona Legislature to overturn the results of a presidential election, even after
the count is formally certified by the governor and secretary of state — and
even after Congress counts the state’s electors. See this article for more on this
bill that completely circumvents the voters!

Most curious are bills that seek to restrict the use of mail-in ballots. Arizona
practically invented mail-in ballots and over 80 percent of Arizonans use them,
finding they give them time to research candidates and initiatives and, in the
time of Covid-19, are safer than venturing in person to vote at a polling
location. | oppose each of these bills that appear to be an effort by those
unhappy with the outcome of the November 2020 election to suppress the vote.

Below are some of the bills | am most concerned about. As you can see, many
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of the Senate bills have passed out of committee and are ready for Floor
debate and final vote.

SB.2720: bhallots; election contests; certificates: As mentioned above, this bill
sponsored by Rep Bolick would enable the the Arizona Legislature to overturn
the results of a presidential election.

SB 1069 permanent early voting list; eligibility: Removes a voter from the
permanent early voting list (PEVL) if the voter fails to vote by early ballot in both
the primary election and the general election for two consecutive primary and

general elections for which there was a federal, statewide or legislative race on
the ballot.

Status: Passed the Government Committee on a party-line vote; waiting
debate on the Senate Floor.

SB 1083 elections; recount margin: Increases, from one-tenth of one percent or

a set number of votes to one-half of one percent, the trigger for an automatic
recount in a primary or general election.

Status: Passed the Government Committee on a party-line vote; waiting
debate on the Senate Floor.

SB1020 voting locations; electioneering; Removes the ability of a county

recorder or other officer in charge of elections to designate emergency non-
electioneering polling places.

Status: Passed the Government Committee on a party-line vote.

SB 1358: recorders; voter registrations; public buildings: Prohibits a county
recorder from conducting a voter registration drive or other similar voter

registration event at any location that is not government owned.

Status: Passed the Government Committee on a party-line vote.

SB 1240 hand counts; precincts; procedures manual: Requires ballots in

counties using voting centers to be separated and grouped by precinct for the
purpose of a hand count audit.

Status: Passed the Government Committee on a party-line vote.

Where to find the 47 bills I've filed this Legislative Session

You can easily find my eviction-prevention and housing affordability bills
described above, as well as my bills on education, water, criminal justice and
other topics by going to: www.azleg.gov, click "Bills", click "Bills Tracking,"
hit "Search" on left side menu, click "Sponsors" and search under my name.

You will see the list of bills that | have "prime" sponsored or co-sponsored.
Enjoy!
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It will be a Tough Week Ahead

Tomorrow, the Senate will spend more countless hours trying to give life to
baseless conspiracy claims about the Nov. election by likely passing the GOP-
sponsored resolution to hold the GOP-controlled Maricopa Board of
Supervisors in contempt (which makes them subject to imprisonment!). The
reason? Senate Republicans are upset the Board failed to comply to with a
crazy- broad subpoena from the Chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee to
obtain copies of 2.1 million voted secret ballots and the inspection of certified
elections equipment by a sketchy auditing company and is instead is pursuing
its own audit. Because | am on the Judiciary Committee, | am actually named
as a defendant in the County's lawsuit to quash that subpoena!
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The complaint of the Maricopa Board of Supervisors seeking to quash the
subpoena issued by the Chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Sign up for the Legislature's "Request to Speak" system to make
your voice heard on bills you like or oppose!

You can register your support or opposition to particular bills once the bill has
made it onto a Committee agenda through the legislature's "Request to Speak”
(RTS) system.

You may have heard that you need to go in person to activate your RTS
account. Luckily, there is an organization that can activate your account on

your behalf!

Contact Civic Engagement Beyond Voting to request an account. They will

create an account for you at the Capitol and notify you when it's ready.

This legislative manual walks you through how to use the Request to Speak
system.

Look out for future emails from me about specific bills to oppose or support and
thank you in advance for speaking out on these important issues!
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Graphic courtesy of the New York Times, How to Participate in Politics.

Another GREAT way to participate: Join our March 6th LD10 Town

Join us 10-11:30 on Saturday, March 6th for our next Town Hall! Photo from
our Jan 30th Town Hall with special guest Pima County Health Director Dr.
Theresa Cullen. LD10 Reps. Domingo DeGrazia and Stephanie Stahl Hamilton
and | got terrific questions from those who were able to tune in. We're looking
forward to answering more of your questions on March 6th! You can send in

the Town Hall. We'll try to get to as many of your questions as we can!
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There's more to come, so stay tuned!

| try to keep my Facebook page updated with news of recent events. Email me
your comments and concerns at: kengel@azleg.gov and | will try to get back to
you (but unfortunately, please keep in mind that, due to volume of emails it is
proving impossible to respond to every email | receive).

See you March 6th for the next LD10 Town Hall!

Best,

Kirsten Engel
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Arizona State Senator

Legislative District 10
Office Phone: (602) 928-5178
Follow me on Facebook and Twitter
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From: KFann@azleg.gov

Sent: Friday, July 16, 2021 9:41:24 AM

To: Trevor <trevr396(@yahoo.com>

Ce: Doug Logan <dlogan@cyberninjas.com>;Ken Bennett <kjbennettaz@gmail.com>
Bcc: Karen Fann <KFann@azleg.gov>;Randy Pullen <rpullen13@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: T still have my mail in ballot

Thank you Trevor. That might be helpful as we move thru this process. I am copying the Auditors on this
email for their records as well. Thank you for coming forward.
Senate President Fann

Sent from my iPad

On Jul 16, 2021, at 9:36 AM, Trevor <trevr396@yahoo.com> wrote:

Hello this is Trevor Reedy. 1 was a resident and registered independant voter in Maricopa County
during the 2020 elections. After watching your update on the Maricopa County audit yesterday [
realized that I still have my mail in ballot. I have been on the early voting list for years but last year
I decided to vote in person from the Queen Creek location on voting day. Which as a side note, the
Queen Creek voting center only provided black sharpies to fill out the ballots and the ballot that
they printed and provided to me on site after verifying my ID was of a different paper stock and
thickness than my mail in ballot. Not sure why I remember that but it stood out to me at the time.

I would be happy to provide my original mail in ballot or answer further questions if it helps with
the audit process. I would be more than happy to sign an affidavit with my statements if
necessary. Please feel free to contact me via this email or by phone at 6024480626

Trevor Reedy

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

AZ-SEN-21-0466, 21-0473, 21-0477, 21-0480, 21-0481-B,
21-0472, 21-0476-C, 21-0465, 21-0469-D, 21-0468, 21-0640-E-000063

ARZN_REV00048992_Re | still have my mail in ballot.htm



From: Lela Alston </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FF6A506C742141 A9A90CF35D134BBOCE-

LELA ALSTON>
Sent: Monday, May 24, 2021 5:02:30 PM
To: Melissa Valdez </o=Exchangel.abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=Melissa Valdez>;Kathy Dominguez
</o=Exchangel.abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=be982c8474284134b7dcfec7542£2215-Kathy
Domin>;Briana Romero </o=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=72¢31987aa5¢c4818a7ded58cb22ee541-Briana
Rome>;David Bradley

<dave@kinoconsult.com>;drceloza@gmail . com;dkennedy@aarp.org;Schultz, Angela
(Sinema) <Angela Schultz@sinema.senate. gov>;Chris Wertheim
(chriswertheim49(@gmail.com)

<chriswertheim49@gmail.com>;barb2022(@gmail.com;kelley karnes@gmail.com;Lela Alston
(lalston2@msn.com) <lalston2@msn.com™>;'Ken Clark' <kenclark@azleg.gov>;John Glenn
(Johnglennphx@gmail . com) <johnglennphx@gmail.com>;Eric Meyer (emeyer8@gmail.com)
<emeyer8(@gmail.com>;Debbie English (deb.english@cox.net) <deb.english@cox.net>

Subject: FW: In Monday's Yellow Sheet
Attachments: 5-24-21 pdf

From: Josselyn Berry <JBerry@azleg.gov>

Sent: Monday, May 24, 2021 4:59 PM

To: .SDEMMEMS <SDEMMEMS®@azleg.gov>; .SDEMSECS <SDEMSECS@azleg.gov>; .Senate Democratic Staff
<SenateDemocratResearchStaff @azleg.gov>

Subject: Fw: In Today's Yellow Sheet

About Contact
In Today's Yellow Sheet May 24, 2021

WE’VE GOT BUDGET BILLS!

Lawmakers introduced 11 budget bills today, which were tweaked slightly to
appease a handful of Republicans, and plan to push the budget package through
by the end of the week.

THERE’S ALWAYS A HICCUP

One potential hiccup is J Hoffman and a group of fiscally hawkish House
Republicans who are demanding cuts in spending on items, such as road repair
and some state employee pay increases, plus an additional $13 million for
election integrity measures.

KELLY IS WORKING ON SOMETHING BIG
As part of budget negotiations, House leaders agreed to put Townsend’s S1241
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(voting equipment; ballots; receipt) up for a vote tomorrow with her preferred
election amendments, she told our reporter.

ALWAYS THE FIRST TO VOLUNTEER, THE LAST TO KNOW

In a perfect encapsulation of the Senate’s audit so far, Ken Bennett was
unceremoniously removed as the spokesman over the weekend and he was the
last one to find out.

IN CASE YOU NEED FURTHER PROOF THIS ISN'T AN AUDIT
Pullen is the treasurer of both Finchem’s Make America Safe Again PAC,
which helped fund Finchem’s election “hearing” with Rudy Giuliani, and
Finchem’s Guardian Defense Fund, which was set up to sue democrats and
journalists who criticized him.

THE BEST PEOPLE
Meanwhile, Patrick Byrne, the former CEO of Overstock, who is fundraising
for the audit, is now in charge of vetting workers for the hand recount.

IF THEY PROTEST YOUR BUSINESS, YOU’RE DOING IT RIGHT

A dozen or so protesters descended on Shope’s IGA in Coolidge this weekend
and showed up to Shope’s house after Shope voted against the vaccination
passport ban last week, he told our reporter.

THE CIVIL. WAR CONTINUES

With resolution from the courts looking less likely, Kelli Ward’s critics may try
another round of signature gathering to force a special AZGOP meeting, though
they re concerned about Ward’s “intimidation tactics™ and about her ability to
vet the signatures” validity.
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NEWS NOTES AND

WE’VE GOT BUDGET BILLS!

Lawmakers introduced 11 budget bills today,
which were tweaked slightly to appease a
handful of Republicans, and plan to push the
budget package through by the end of the
week. Lawmakers have scheduled House and
Senate Appropriations committees meetings
tomorrow morning and hope to push for a final
vote by Wednesday. The amended package
includes millions more in funding in an attempt
to meet demands from Republicans who
wanted more spending. For example, it
includes additional funding for ASU and NAU,
as Boyer requested, as well as funding Mesnard sought for career and technical education programs and
Shope’s $50 million to widen I-10. The interstate expansion project is the biggest single beneficiary, but the
two universities also saw large jumps. The budget proposal also includes Barto’s $1.5 million for crisis
pregnancy centers, which in 2019 ran as its own bill because it was a poison pill for then-Sens Kate Brophy
McGee and Heather Carter — a sign that the moderate wing of the Senate GOP is more or less gone. And
while the new version attempts to appease some of the Republican holdouts, it’s clear more work needs to
happen before all 31 and 16 Republican lawmakers feel comfortable announcing their support. Mesnard,
for example, told our reporter today he is on the fence and needs to see the final product before making up
his mind because he still has concerns about some of the spending in the budget and he dislikes its low-
income housing tax credit provision. “I, like some of my other colleagues, have concerns, and right now
I’'m reserving judgment,” he said. JLBC today posted its analysis of the budget package (LINK).

THERE’S ALWAYS A HICCUP

One potential hiccup is J Hoffman and a group of fiscally hawkish House Republicans who are demanding
cuts in spending on items, such as road repair and some state employee pay increases, plus an additional
$13 million for election integrity measures. Cobb said the current proposal is the project of negotiations
between Ducey’s office and House and Senate leadership, and their demands would upend that. “That’s
going to start us from Day One again, and it’s probably going to cost us a lot more at the end of the day,”
she said. “And that’ll probably defeat the purpose [of] what this is trying to accomplish.” The demands
include cutting more than $80 million for road repair, getting rid of the tax exemption for veteran pension
and spending $7.5 million on election issues, including $2 million for an ongoing forensic audit fund and
$2 million for watermarked ballot paper. Another Republican source said many of those asks — including
the $1.5 million for an Auditor General voter roll review and his request to make massive cuts to “pork
spending” like road repair — are “no goes” for legislative leadership. “Hoffman seems to think there’s a lot
of Democrat pork here, and that’s just not the case. There are ongoing conversations to explain that to him
— whether or not he will listen remains to be seen,” the source said. Fann was nonchalant about the ask,
telling our reporter today that everyone has demands and budgeting necessitates teamwork and
“concessions on all our parts.” Mesnard told our reporter he agrees with the Hoffman demands to an extent,
but he doesn’t believe he’s part of the group of 10 Hoffman claims is opposed to the budget, although he’s
also not a definite “yes” yet, either.

Page 1 of 9 May 24, 2021

AZ-SEN-21-0466, 21-0473, 21-0477, 21-0480, 21-0481-B,
21-0472, 21-0476-C, 21-0465, 21-0469-D, 21-0468, 21-0640-E-000066

ARZN_REV00060313_5-24-21.pdf



YHLLOW SHEET REPORT MAY 24,2021 PAGE 2

© BY ARIZONA CAPITOL REPORTS LLC UNLESS OTHER WISE CREDITED

KELLY IS WORKING ON SOMETHING BIG

As part of budget negotiations, House leaders agreed to put
Townsend’s S1241 (voting equipment; ballots; receipt) up for a
vote tomorrow with her preferred election amendments, she told
our reporter. With that assurance, she’s now a tentative “yes” on
the budget, she said. One source said those amendments will be
handled by Kavanagh. “They’re gonna do a lot of election fixes
that she wanted and other people wanted, but in a Kavanagh way
— so a little more responsible and a little more passable,” the
source said, adding that there are several election bills that
Hoffman wants put up on the board for a vote this week, too, and
leadership seems open to putting them up though they’re
skeptical that the bills will pass. Townsend said she still wants to review complaints about the budget from
conservatives, she said, and she’s still not ready to adjourn sine die but she views sine die as a separate
issue from the budget. “We do need to get the budget done. Whether or not we go home is another
decision,” Townsend said.

ALWAYS THE FIRST TO VOLUNTEER, THE LAST TO KNOW

In a perfect encapsulation of the Senate’s audit so far, Ken
Bennett was unceremoniously removed as the spokesman
over the weekend and he was the last one to find out.
Arizona Republic reporter Jen Fifield reported that instead
of Bennett taking questions, the media would have to start
reaching out to former AZGOP chair Randy Pullen or Fann
and Petersen to answer questions as the audit resumes this
week following a hiatus for high school graduations.

in Bennett originally promised to hold a daily press
conference but quickly abandoned that To date there have only been two press availabilities — one with
Doug Logan before the audit began (YS. 4/23) and another a month ago in front of the Senate building that
lasted 15 minutes (YS. 4/28). For all his flubs and faults, one thing we can’t criticize Bennett for is being
inaccessible. While his answers often boiled down to “I don’t know,” he always answered the phone — the
same can’t be said for Fann or Petersen. Pullen today told the press pool nobody will come to the press box
at Veterans Memorial Coliseum to take questions from reporters, as Bennett has done. He wouldn’t answer
questions over the phone, asked for questions to be sent via text so he could find answers and still has not
set up a real voicemail for the media hotline (LINK). Bennett told our reporter he will still talk to the media
(he did two radio spots today), he just won’t be the main contact anymore and that it was Fann’s decision.
“Randy Pullen was asked by President Fann to be director of communications. He’s helping us with that
instead of everything going through me,” Bennett said via text today. He added that Pullen will likely have
Twitter access in addition to him and several other unnamed individuals. Fann told our reporter that Pullen
will not be paid and that she made the switch because Bennett was getting too many calls and texts from the
press. “Ken was being called and texted dozens of times a day which took a lot of his time away from
helping coordinate the vendors, security, facilities, and Maricopa County,” she said. Railbirds have been
speculating why Bennett was removed as the liaison for media information. One Republican thought maybe
Bennett realized he was in over his head and left willingly. “At first I thought maybe Bennett finally quit.
Apparently nope,” the source said. “|Bennett] made a time honored mistake of any communications flack;
being too forthcoming and being too available,” another Republican said. Pullen did not answer our
reporter’s call today, and the automated voicemail was a woman who muttered an inaudible name, but it
was clearly not Pullen’s voice.
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IN CASE YOU NEED FURTHER PROOF THIS ISN’T AN AUDIT

Pullen is the treasurer of both Finchem’s Make America
Safe Again PAC, which helped fund Finchem’s election
“hearing” with Rudy Giuliani, and Finchem’s Guardian
Defense Fund, which was set up to sue democrats and
journalists who criticized him. Finchem used the MASA
PAC to help raise funds to pay the $15,000 cost of the
Hyatt in Phoenix hosting the unofficial hearing on Nov 30
attended by Trump attorneys and several lawmakers.
Finchem also said last month that he was raising money
through the fund to help pay for additional security at the
audit (YS, 4/21). Like everything else involving money and the audit, the Guardian Defense Fund is a
501(c¢)(4) nonprofit, which means it does not have to disclose donors.

THE BEST PEOPLE

| [ 1 !

Meanwhile, Patrick Byme, the former CEQO of Overstock, who is
fundraising for the audit, is now in charge of vetting workers for the hand
recount. The Arizona Republic obtained an email that says Byme’s
nonprofit The America Project will do the background checks for those who
want to work for the audit, but it hints that they will be unpaid positions
(LINK). “The email, sent to more than two dozen state and county
Republican party officials on Thursday, lays out the rules of a new vetting
process for people who want to work at the audit,” the Republic reported.
The America Project has been trying to raise nearly $3 million for the audit
and Byme said he put in $1 million of his own money so far (YS. 4/29). The
* new link highlights why it’s important to know who is paying for the audit,
as Byme’s new role in vetting auditors clearly shows how funders are controlling the audit. OANN, for
example, is actively seeking donations and being granted with priority media access.

IF THEY PROTEST YOUR BUSINESS, YOU’RE DOING IT RIGHT

A dozen or so protesters descended on Shope’s IGA in Coolidge this
weekend and showed up to Shope’s house after Shope voted against
the vaccination passport ban last week, he told our reporter. Patriot
Party representatives organized the protest, Shope said, including
Steven Daniels, who helped lead the thuggish attempted takeover of
the Vail Unified School District last month (LINK). Protesters
showed up unmasked to a school board meeting and refused to leave
until the board shut down the meeting, at which time Daniels and
others held a fake election in the lobby to elect themselves as the new
school board. They’ve repeated their antics at other school board
meetings, most recently in Scottsdale (LINK). Shope said the 10-15
protesters mostly stood outside the grocery store and only went inside
to use the bathroom. “We didn’t ask them to wear masks because we
don’t have a protocol and we didn’t ask them for their vaccine passport because we obviously don’t do
that,” he said, noting the irony of the situation. After protesting at his family store, they canvassed his
neighborhood, dropping off fliers warning that “face masks pose serious risks to the healthy.” “In voting
against HB2150, your neighbor Senator TJ Shope is allowing fascist medical tyranny to take hold in
Arizona,” another flier read.
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THE CIVIL WAR CONTINUES

With resolution from the courts looking less likely, Kelli
Ward’s critics may try another round of signature gathering to
force a special AZGOP mecting, though they’re concerned
about Ward’s “intimidation tactics” and about her ability to vet
the signatures’ validity. One of the two lawsuits stemming
from the January AZGOP election was dismissed in superior
court earlier this month and an appeal was denied late last
week (YS. 5/10). “We’re kind of reassessing where things are
with the first (lawsuit), and determining the best course of *
action,” activist Bill Beard said. “As it stands today because of
what the judge ruled in the second lawsuit, pretty much, Kelli
Ward can do as she pleases with the Arizona Republican
Party.” Beard said he’d experienced intimidation firsthand ;
during the first attempt to collect signatures for a special meeting. “The husband of the chair of the
Republican Party of Arizona in a social media post flat out said he prevented me from getting a job
interview,” Beard said, pointing to comments on a post in an Arizona Republican LD 15 group. In the
thread, Michael Ward called Beard a “loser troll” and said he and Sandra Dowling were “busy wasting
party money [on] legal fees.” “The funny part was when Billy applied for a job with the landscape
company that I part own... needless to say, the dumbass didn’t get an interview,” Ward wrote. The
members needed 294 signatures — 20 percent of the body — representing at least nine counties to force a
special meeting. They gathered 352 signatures from 11 counties, but party secretary Yvonne Cahill said not
enough of those signatures were valid (YS, 3/26). A former state committeeman told our reporter that some
internal squabbling over the years about issues like the validity of proxies or the credentialing of meetings
is “just baked into the cake,” but the conflicts are rarely as high-profile or long-lasting as the current
SNAFU. The railbird said the current dispute was a microcosm of what’s going on in Arizona and across
the country. “It’s really not a matter of whether that particular party election was carried out in accordance
with the bylaws; it’s more a reflection of a divide that has gotten deeper in the state and in the country,” the
source said. “Until one side conclusively prevails over the other from an ideological perspective, these
disputes will only become more frequent.”
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UP 4

Bill improves treatment of pregnant prisoners

Arizona Capitol Times

Arizona lawmakers are weighing whether they should enshrine in statute rules governing access to feminine hygiene
products for female prison inmates and regulating the treatment of pregnant prisoners.

Races for 2022 statewide offices taking shape

Arizona Capitol Times

Arizona is sitting somewhere between keeping the 2020 election alive and preparing for the 2022 election, where all
statewide executive offices will be on the ballot as well as a U.S. Senate seat.

Some GOP lawmakers question flat-tax proposal

Capitol Media Services

The bid by Gov. Doug Ducey to permanently cut $1.5 billion a year of state revenues is based on an economic theory
and a set of numbers that may not hold up under closer examination.

County starts process for lawsuit against Senate
Capitol Media Services
Maricopa County is taking the first steps to what could be a lawsuit against the Senate.

State health leader says statements from State Sen. Borrelli, others aren’t helping

Capitol Media Services

The state’s top health official said Friday that statements by elected lawmakers, including Lake Havasu City State
Senator Sonny Borrelli, doubting the need for and safety of the COVID-19 vaccine are hampering efforts to get more
Arizonans inoculated.

Unprecedented saguaro ‘side blooms’ could be a bad sign
Arizona Daily Star
Experts are tracking an unprecedented outbreak of blooms in strange locations on saguaros across Southern Arizona.

GOP Reps. Gaetz, Greene Praise Arizona Election Audit at Mesa Rally

Phoenix New Times

Representatives Matt Gaetz and Marjorie Taylor Greene, two of America’s most controversial Republican politicians,
headlined a GOP rally in Mesa on Friday night where they spewed insults, railed against moderate Republicans, and
praised Arizona’s so-called election audit.

They tried to overturn the 2020 election. Now they want to run the next one.

Politico

Trump supporters who back his claim that the 2020 vote was rigged are running to become the top election officials in
key states.

Republicans Move to Limit a Grass-Roots Tradition of Direct Democracy

New York Times

Through ballot initiatives, voters in red states have defied legislators’ wishes and produced liberal outcomes in recent
years. Republicans want to make the practice harder, or even eliminate it.

Republicans must stop planting seeds of doubt

The Hill (Opinion, Donna Brazile)

If you don’t like the results of an election, the smart response is to focus on winning the next one, not on overturning
the election you just lost.

What Martin Luther King Jr. would tell Gov. Doug Ducey about the election audit
Arizona Republic (Opinion, EJ Montini)
Among other things, he’d say, ‘Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”

School choice in Arizona has helped students. Why isn’t it doing more for teachers?
Arizona Republic (Opinion, Robert Robb)

School choice competition has raised test scores. But it has not yet improved Arizona teachers’ pay or working
conditions. Why is that?
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Biden will no longer detain migrants at two county jails. That’s good but not enough
Arizona Republic (Opinion, Elvia Diaz)

Abuse claims aren’t limited to two facilities in Massachusetts and Georgia. The feds should review all outside
immigration enforcement contracts.

Absolutely, critical race theory should be taught in Arizona schools
Arizona Republic (Opinion, Greg Moore)
Just because critical race theory makes certain white people uncomfortable doesn’t mean it’s not valid.

I proudly cut taxes as Arizona’s governor. But I’m against Ducey’s flat-tax plan now
Arizona Republic (Op-ed, Jan Brewer)

History has taught me that it would be imprudent to base a large, permanent tax cut on a snapshot forecast artificially
bolstered by federal largesse.

S reasons why in-state tuition for ‘Dreamers’ benefits everyone in Arizona

Arizona Republic (Op-ed, Paul Boyer and Reyna Montoya)

Graduations are filled with joy, accomplishment and possibilities. As many families in Arizona celebrate this
momentous milestone, conversely, 2,000 Arizona graduates have uncertainty about their future on this day.

Refugees with Temporary Protected Status also deserve a chance to be citizens

Arizona Republic (Op-ed, Teresa Lopez)

Refugees from countries ravaged by war, natural disaster or other perilous conditions are crucial to our pandemic
recovery.

-‘PRESS RELEASES-

Tribal-State Gaming Compact Amendment Now In Effect

PHOENIX — The U.S. Department of Interior has given its approval to the amended tribal-state gaming compact,
finalizing an agreement to modernize gaming in Arizona that was signed in April by Governor Doug Ducey and the
state’s tribal leaders.

“Gaming creates thousands of jobs for Arizonans, it generates tax revenue that benefits key areas of our communities,
and it draws visitors to our state,” said Governor Ducey. “The tribal-state gaming compact amendment, along with its
associated legislation, was the culmination of a multi-year process and I was proud to work with all the stakeholders
on this historic accomplishment. The tribal-state gaming compact and its associated legislation now is officially in
effect — thank you to everyone who worked to make this happen!”

On April 15, Governor Ducey joined state lawmakers and tribal leaders to sign House Bill 2772, sponsored by
Representative Jeff Weninger, and the amended tribal-state gaming compact. The legislation is part of a compromise
that was negotiated in the amended gaming compact, which underwent the most significant modernization in almost
two decades.

The compact amendment and the associated legislation took more than five years to negotiate, and it ensures gaming
in Arizona remains limited and regulated while providing certainty for the future of the state and tribes.

The April signing took place at the Heard Museum in Phoenix and was attended by Representative Weninger; Senator
T.J. Shope, who sponsored mirror legislation; Gila River Indian Community Governor Stephen Roe Lewis and
Hualapai Tribe Chairman Damon Clarke, who were instrumental in tribal and state efforts to amend the compact;
representatives from Tribal nations; and numerous state lawmakers.

Additional details on the modernized gaming compact can be found HERE.

Release: Today, the Arizona Democratic Party Held its 2021 Spring State Committee

Meeting

PHOENIX — Today, the Arizona Democratic Party held its 2021 Spring State Committee Meeting. Arizonans heard
from Democratic leaders including ADP Chair Raquel Terdn, Senate Minority Leader Rebecca Rios, and House
Minority Leader Reginald Bolding with recorded guest appearances from national figures including Stacey Abrams,
and DNC Chair Jaime Harrison.
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The ADP’s State Committee Members voted to approve three proposed resolutions submitted by the ADP’s
Resolutions Committee.
The resolutions are as follows:

o Resolution in Support of the For the People Act and the John Lewis Voting Rights Act
¢ Resolution in Support of the PRO Act

¢ Resolution on Ending the Filibuster
The following quote can be attributed to Charlie Fisher, Executive Director of the ADP.
“When President Joe Biden took office, he promised Arizonans that he would help us build back better. Through the
historic $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan, President Biden and our Democratic leaders in Congress are delivering.
Arizona Democrats are ready to hit the ground running in 2022 with once-in-a-generation policies like the American
Rescue Plan showing how Democrats are delivering for Arizona families. When Democrats lead, Arizonans prosper.”

Arizona Democratic Party Passes End the Filibuster Resolution

The resolution passed with overwhelming support from various factions of the party and support from members of the
Arizona Coalition to End the Filibuster.

PHOENIX, Arizona — On Saturday, the Arizona Democratic Party passed an End the Filibuster resolution titled, “We
Call For An End To The Filibuster”, with overwhelming support of elected State Committee Members. The
resolution passed with 91% support. The resolution had a diverse group of over 80 co-signers within the party and
officially made ending the filibuster a part of the Arizona Democratic Party’s platform.

As public support and pressure continues to build momentum in the fight to end the filibuster, the resolution
specifically calls on Senator Krysten Sinema and Mark Kelly to support the comprehensive passage of President
Biden’s Build Back Better agenda and the Arizona Democratic Party platform by publicly declaring their support for
ending the Senate Filibuster and voting to eliminate it from the Senate rules.

“Time and time again, Republicans have shown our country that they will refuse to allow a vote on vital legislation
Arizonans and families need,” said Steven Slugoki, former Chair of the Maricopa County Democratic Party and
member of the AZ Coalition to End the Filibuster. That is why as a diverse coalition of Democratic State
Committee members, caucuses and legislative districts across Arizona, we have come together to officially make our
party’s stance to end the filibuster clear.”

“Our communities are still reeling from a mismanaged pandemic and an economy that is still finding its footing,” said
Paul Stapleton Smith, DNC Committee member and member of the AZ Coalition to End the Filibuster. “With
the 2022 election cycle already looming, lack of action on our part will have catesprohic consequences. The majority
was clected to govern, and we must ensure it does so—the days of blaming the filibuster for inaction are over.”
Today’s resolution follows rallies earlier this week in Flagstaff, Phoenix, and Tucson and is a significant win for the
Arizona Coalition to End the Filibuster movement that has been growing over the last few months. Currently, vital
legislation, like the PRQ Act. For the People Act, Equality Act immigration reform, climate justice and gun violence
prevention bills have passed the U.S. House of Representatives or have been proposed by the White House and are
now stalled in the U.S. Senate due to a 60 vote threshold needed for passage.

Ducey, Brnovich Refuse To Denounce Partisan Election Audit

Former Governor Jan Brewer, Other Republican Officeholders Urge Auditors to “Call It Quits”™

PHOENIX — Governor Doug Ducey and Attorney General Mark Brnovich are refusing to criticize the partisan
elections audit conducted by the State Senate, while a number of current and former Republican officeholders are
calling for an end to the audit.

Former Republican Governor Jan Brewer joined the ranks of Republican Arizona officeholders and former
officeholders, saying that the Republicans in charge of the process should "call it quits."

According to The Hill:

“In the latest salvo, the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors urged Senate President Karen Fann (R) to end the
recount after what they termed ‘false’ and ‘defamatory’ statements.

“The Republican Senate majority last week accused the county of deleting a directory of computer files. Trump cited
the accusation twice in statements from his political action committee. The Florida-based firm overseeing the audit,
Cyber Ninjas, is led by a businessman who spread Trump s election lies after November.

“Auditors later walked back that accusation after the Board of Supervisors issued a blistering letter illustrating
exactly where the files were, and accusing the Senate of ‘a serious lack of understanding of election law.’
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“‘We express our united view that your ‘audit,’ no matter what your intentions were in the beginning, has become a
spectacle that is harming all of us. Our state has become a laughingstock. Worse, this ‘audit’ is encouraging our
citizens to distrust elections, which weakens our democratic republic,’ the supervisors wrote.”

“Doug Ducey and Mark Brovich have boasted about Arizona's election system in the past, but now they refuse to
stop a partisan audit designed to undermine Arizonans' faith in our elections,” said Niles Harris, executive director
of Advancing AZ. “Ducey and Brnovich need to join their fellow Republican leaders and call for an end to this
embarrassment of an audit.”

LULAC TO HOLD NATIONAL VIGIL IN ARIZONA TUESDAY FOR SAVE OUR

SERVICEMEMBERS CAMPAIGN START
Nation’s Oldest and Largest Latino Civil Rights Organization Says Event Highlights Push for The Brandon Act
and Other Protections

Save Our Servicemembers Vigil

Tuesday, May 25, 2021

6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Rio Vista Community Park

8866 West Thunderbird Road

Peoria, Arizona 85381

More information is available at https://www.thebrandonact.org/or https://m.facebook.com/thebrandonact/
Speakers Include:

U.S. Senator Mark Kelly

U.S. Representative Ruben Gallego

Patrick ant Teri Caserta — Brandon’s Parents

Background

The League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) is marking the start of a month-long campaign to
help protect Latino servicemembers who are being targeted by others within their ranks. The goal is to build
national support for The Brandon Act, to help men and women in uniform experiencing a mental health crisis. Often,
this is because of attacks by others in their units and the victims’ fear that speaking out will lead to retaliation.
LULAC wants to highlight the importance of safety in the military ranks through a comprehensive Save Our
Servicemembers (SOS) Campaign on legislation introduced this year all for the sake of protection and prevention of
America’s troops. Several important initiatives are underway including:

Veterans Deportation and Prevention Act (Rep. Mark Takano, D-CA)
Brandon Act (Rep. Seth Moulton, D-MA)
Military Justice Improvement Act (Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-NY)

I Am Vanessa Guillen Act (Rep. Jackie Speier, D-CA)
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“Your neighbor Senator TJ Shope is allowing
fascist medical tyranny to take hold in
Arizona.”

- A flier protesters dropped at Shope’s house after protesting
his family business over his opposition to banning vaccine
passports
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From: Lela Alston </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FF6A506C742141 A9A90CF35D134BBOCE-

LELA ALSTON>
Sent: Tuesday, June 8, 2021 5:27:05 PM
To: Melissa Valdez </o=Exchangel.abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=Melissa Valdez>;Briana Romero
</o=Exchangel.abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=72¢31987aa5¢c4818a7ded58cb22ee541-Briana
Rome>;Kathy Dominguez </o=Exchangel.abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=be982c8474284134b7dcfec7542£2215-Kathy
Domin>;drceloza@gmail.com;David Bradley
<dave@kinoconsult.com>;dkennedy@aarp.org; Schultz, Angela (Sinema)
<Angela_Schultz@sinema.senate.gov>;Chris Wertheim (chriswertheim49@gmail.com)
<chriswertheim49@gmail.com>;barb2022(@gmail.com;kelley karnes@gmail.com;Lela Alston
(lalston2@msn.com) <lalston2@msn.com™>;'Ken Clark' <kenclark@azleg.gov>;John Glenn
(johnglennphx@gmail.com) <johnglennphx@gmail.com>;Bruce Wheeler
<BWheeler@azleg.gov>;Eric Meyer (emeyer8@gmail.com) <emeyer8@gmail.com>;Debbie
McCune Davis <dmdavis2001@aol.com>

Subject: FW: In Tuesday's Yellow Sheet
Attachments: 6-8-21-1.pdf

From: Josselyn Berry <JBerry@azleg.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, June 8, 2021 4:56 PM

To: .SDEMMEMS <SDEMMEMS®@azleg.gov>; .SDEMSECS <SDEMSECS@azleg.gov>; .Senate Democratic Staff
<SenateDemocratResearchStaff @azleg.gov>

Subject: Fw: In Today's Yellow Sheet

About Contact
In Today's Yellow Sheet June 8, 2021

TELEGRAPH FIRE RAZES DOWN BOWERS’ SECOND
HOME

The Telegraph fire destroyed Bowers’ longtime family home,
which was not his primary residence, House GOP spokesman
Andrew Wilder told our reporter. Wilder said the home was
located southwest of Globe-Miami, underneath Madera Peak.

BOWERS’ GONNA BOWERS, COOK’S GONNA COOK
The responses from Cook and Bowers to the wildfires — which
set the latter’'s second home ablaze while the former's home
remains under threat — is a study in contrast, according to
Capitol railbirds.
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SUPERIOR MAYOR: TAX CUT PLAN DOESN’T HELP,
DOUG

Ducey called Superior Mayor Mila Besich this morning to
express support for the town and promised to assist in
whatever way his office could in fighting the Telegraph fire,
Besich told our reporter today.

ARIZONA INCHES CLOSER TO GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN

The big question in everybody’s mind is what happens when
the House and Senate reconvene on Thursday, and the
prevailing sentiment at the Capitol is that without major
concessions, the Legislature will remain at an impasse over the
budget.

FINSHEVIKS FIGHT BOLSHEVIKS

Finchem said the defamation lawsuits are still coming for
House and Senate Dems who signed onto the January letter to
the FBI director and acting AG, and asked his supporters to
help foot the bill.

THE AUDIT TOURISTS HAVE ARRIVED

Alaska State Rep. David Eastman joined the Georgia
delegation that toured the Arizona audit today, and more out-
of-state visitors are expected every day this week, former AZ
GOP Chair and audit media contact Randy Pullen told today’s
pool reporter.

GOP ANALYST HOPES TO SAVE PARTY FROM ITSELF
In a letter to Fann, Republican analyst Benny White said he
wants to publicly demonstrate the validity of the 2020 election
results or at least show that the Cast Vote Record is not
corrupted.

PANELISTS SEE ACUTE SHORTAGE IN HEALTHCARE

WORKERS

From seeing more untreated chronic health conditions to
navigating health care worker burnout, Arizona panelists for
today’s Arizona Capitol Times Morning Scoop discussed the
future of healthcare in Arizona and its current challenges.
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TELEGRAPH FIRE RAZES DOWN BOWERS’ SECOND HOME

The Telegraph fire destroyed
Bowers” longtime  family
home, which was not his
primary residence, House
GOP  spokesman Andrew
Wilder told our reporter.
Wilder said the home was
located southwest of Globe-
Miami, undemeath Madera
Peak.  “Speaker Bowers’
thoughts are  with  all
Arizonans and communities
facing fire dangers this and
every season,” Wilder said.
“He is focused on ensuring
that the state has all the
funding and resources needed for fire suppression and community support in the upcoming fiscal year
budget.” The fire is also very close to Cook’s ranch in Globe — his family was told to evacuate while he was
on the House floor Monday morning voting against his party’s tax bills, and, immediately after the votes,
he left to protect his property from the flames. Cook has been busy ever since and is still in the center of
things — firefighting airplanes were flying overhead as he spoke to our reporter Tuesday afternoon, and he
shared several photos of clouds of smoke very close to his property. Cook said his neighbors have all
evacuated and he assisted them with moving their animals and other property. He said his animals are still
at the ranch and he doesn’t think he needs to move them.

BOWERS’ GONNA BOWERS, COOK’S GONNA COOK

The responses from Cook and Bowers to the wildfires — which set the latter’s second home ablaze while the
former’s home remains under threat — is a study in contrast, according to Capitol railbirds. “It’s literally a
struggle to equate the two, but the notion that the cost of public service is so high is a legitimate one,” one
source said, noting that, sometimes, as in this case, it means conducting state business while one’s property
is getting destroyed. “One takes to Twitter. The other takes to the floor. That’s what the Capitol community
takes away from this,” the source said, adding, “It’s a harsh reality. But sometimes, being the lone
individual doing something on the floor is often confused with leadership, and in this case, it’s simply not
that.” Another source said the “gulf of maturity” between Bowers and Cook manifests itself everyday “in
the way they comport themselves.” “Rusty is solicitous, respectful, humble,” the source said, adding the
two legislators exhibit two divergent legislative styles. “[Rusty’s style] weathers the tests of time, and it
serves the state well. Anybody working in the state government is blessed to be able to work with people
like Rusty, whether you agree with them or not,” the source said.

SUPERIOR MAYOR: TAX CUT PLAN DOESN’T HELP, DOUG

Ducey called Superior Mayor Mila Besich this morning to express support for the town and promised to
assist in whatever way his office could in fighting the Telegraph fire, Besich told our reporter today. Besich
added that she also took the opportunity to tell Ducey that the flat tax proposal will not help her town or the
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region. “Our economy’s been kicked in the teeth. The region is just barely starting to recoup from the Great
Recession, and now our built assets for recreation are being destroyed,” she said. “The tax cut proposal puts
more stress on that,” she said. Her worry isn’t only fighting the fire now — but also dealing with an aging
infrastructure susceptible to flooding after the fire. Besich wondered whether the state would have enough
financial resources to rebuild if it passes a tax cut that significantly reduces state revenue. She said she also
told Ducey that local, state and federal partners need to seriously talk about the Tonto National Forest, and
the fact that so many fires had devastated the region. Currently, the priority is protecting lives and the
communities on the path of the fire, she said, thanking the firefighters and responders who are battling it.
Eventually, she said, her region will need a lot of financial help to get back up on the road to recovery.

ARIZONA INCHES CLOSER TO GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The blg question in everybody’s
mind is what happens when the
House and Senate reconvene on
Thursday, and the prevailing
sentiment at the Capitol is that
without major concessions, the
Legislature will remain at an
impasse over the budget. Not all
work is foreclosed to legislators.
Bowie expects the Senate to try
and revive the 22 vetoed bills,
though he’s unsure whether that
will come in the form of a veto
override, strikers or late
introductions. During his five
years in the Senate, Bowie hasn’t
seen a veto override vote.
Instead, he noted, lawmakers
responded to events like Ducey’s
2018 veto of 10 bills — meant to
send a message to Mesnard about Red for Ed — by reintroducing measures as strikers. Some of the vetoed
bills passed both chambers with widespread support and could casily get the votes needed for an override,
but others were partisan measures that would only pass again if reintroduced as new bills or strikers. The
House already reintroduced all 22 as new bills, meaning the three-day rule will apply, though a simple
majority could bypass committees and bring the bills to the floor.

FINSHEVIKS FIGHT BOLSHEVIKS

Finchem said the defamation lawsuits are still coming for House and Senate Dems who signed onto the
January letter to the FBI director and acting AG, and asked his supporters to help foot the bill. The January
letter, signed by the House and Senate Democratic caucuses, asked the feds to help determine the roles that
Finchem, Kemn, Biggs and Gosar played in the Jan 6 riot (1.INK). In a recent Telegram post, Finchem
directed subscribers to his nonprofit, Guardian Defense Fund, to “help us pay for the legal representation
we need to fight the bolsheviks who want to take us out.” Finchem, Kem and Gosar are already suing
Fernandez in Yuma County Superior Court (YS, 5/19). Femandez’s lawyer has waived service of a
summons and will have 60 days after sine die to respond to the complaint, which was amended last month
to add Gosar as a plaintiff. “The moment the current session of the Arizona Legislature ends we will begin
the courtroom phase process of suing every single one of those who signed on the letter accusing us of
treason, just because we represented your civil rights in D.C.,” Finchem’s post read.
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THE AUDIT TOURISTS HAVE ARRIVED

Alaska State Rep. David Eastman joined
the Georgia delegation that toured the
Arizona audit today, and more out-of-
state visitors are expected every day this
week, former AZ GOP Chair and audit
media contact Randy Pullen told today’s
pool reporter. Pullen said other audit
tourists this week may come from
Wisconsin and Virginia. Staff from the
Nevada Republican Party also toured
yesterday, KJZZ’s Ben Giles reported
(LINK). Last week, three Pennsylvania
state Republican lawmakers visited (Y5,
6/1). Pullen said the touring legislators
wanted to see what Arizona is doing so
“if an audit comes up later, they’ll have
some understanding of how it’s supposed
to operate.”

GOP ANALYST HOPES TO SAVE PARTY FROM ITSELF

In a letter to Fann, Republican analyst Benny White said he wants to publicly demonstrate the validity of
the 2020 election results or at least show that the Cast Vote Record is not corrupted. The letter, flagged by
ABC15°s Garrett Archer (LINK), is co-written by retired CEO and founder of Clear Ballot Group Larry
Moore and retired CTO Tim Halvorsen. White, who lost to Democrat Gabriella Cazares-Kelly in the 2020
Pima County Recorder race, has been involved in elections procedures for 14 years as the Pima County
Republican Party representative for overseeing elections and has served on the Election Procedures Manual
Revision Committee. White wrote that he, Moore and Halvorsen had spent the past several weeks
reviewing the Cast Vote Record and had come to three conclusions: that the record is complete and
accurate, that Trump lost Maricopa County because “disaffected Republican supportive voters” didn’t vote
for him and that this disaffection was “widespread across all precincts” in the county. Now he wants to
prove it. He asked Fann to pick an unopened box of ballots, then he said he’d create a count for all the
candidates in all the races on the ballots. Then, the Arizona Senate auditors would report their hand count
of those ballots, and everyone would publicly compare the results and find the discrepancies. “Our
objective here is to show that there was and continues to be sufficient official public record information
available to assure the public that our elections are conducted legally and fairly,” he wrote, adding that the
Senate’s audit is unnecessary because it “creates voter confusion and delays the finality of the election.”

PANELISTS SEE ACUTE SHORTAGE IN HEALTHCARE WORKERS

From seeing more untreated chronic health conditions to navigating health care worker burnout, Arizona
panelists for today’s Arizona Capitol Times Momming Scoop discussed the future of healthcare in Arizona
and its current challenges. Panelists said more people are coming back to doctors offices and hospitals, but
some present more severe issues, notably those that have put off a doctor’s visit during the pandemic.
“What we're seeing is a high number of patients with more chronic illness. It’s totally out of control, and
we're trying to manage those cases where continuity of care was lost during that time,” said former
legislator Amanda Aguirre, President & CEQO of Regional Center for Border Health, Inc. Covid numbers
have dropped, and panelists see that play out at work. Most of the people who are hospitalized due to
Covid-19 aren’t vaccinated, Havasu Regional Medical Center CEO Mike Patterson said. But while those
numbers are down, panelists said the burnout from the past 15 months has caused staffing shortages.
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“There's a lot of bumout happening, and it's getting more and more competitive to really retain and recruit
staff,” Valle del Sol CEO Carmen Heredia said. Beyond recruiting staff, health care providers are still
grappling with how to bridge gaps in care that existed before the pandemic. Shah said people approach the
healthcare system in terms of four metrics: cost, quality, access and choice. He said the U.S. does a good
job with choice and generally does well with care, as well, but access and cost can still be major barriers.
While panelists said the increase in Medicaid reimbursement last year and Medicaid expansion in general
have helped close some gaps, others remain. “The biggest barrier in my mind is definitely insurance and
coverage and gaps within that,” Heredia said. “You have a population of people that are eligible to receive
Medicaid. Then you have people that are eligible, but maybe make too much money and then can't afford
their premiums.” She said other barriers can include language and transportation, especially in rural areas.
The recently released 2020 Center for the Future of Arizona Gallup Survey says that Arizonans are largely
on the same page when it comes to prioritizing access to affordable mental health services and guaranteeing
affordable health care and insurance for those with pre-existing conditions (LINK). The Center sponsored
the Morning Scoop.

L

House flounders bid to pass tax bills

Arizona Capitol Times

The tax cuts that are the centerpiece of next year’s proposed budget failed in the House Monday when one
Republican joined the Democrats to shoot them down.

Central Arizona wildfires continue to spread out of control

Florence Reminder-Blade Tribune

Two wildfires fueled by dry weather were spreading in south-central Arizona on Tuesday, forcing
evacuations.

Rep. David Cook told to evacuate his home during budget vote

Casa Grande Dispatch

In the midst of casting the deciding vote against a massive tax cut for wealthy Arizonans that doomed a
Republican-led budget proposal Monday, Rep. David Cook got word that his family had been ordered to
evacuate their home in Globe due to the approaching Telegraph Fire.

Mohave County Board of Supervisors OK tax credit for gas-processing plant

Today’s News-Herald

Some people say everything’s bigger in Texas — and one Texas energy company has some big plans for the
Kingman area.

How OAN Works Hand in Glove With Arizona Republicans on the Election Audit

Phoenix New Times

Republican Senate President Karen Fann seems to actually believe that One America News Network
(OAN), a blatantly pro-Trump media outlet that promotes wild conspiracy theories, is a legitimate news
source.

New York Times

The next generation of aspiring G.O.P. congressional leaders has aggressively pushed Donald Trump’s
false fraud claims, raising the prospect that the results of elections will continue to be challenged through
2024,

As organized religion declines, is conspiracy the new religion of Republicans?

The Hill (Opinion, Jessica Tarlov and Jeff Le)

As politically active Democrats, we’re familiar with the Republican playbook when it comes to religion.
Did Katie Hobbs catch a bad case of the Doug Duceys?

Arizona Republic (Opinion, I.J Montini)
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Democrat Hobbs, a fierce supporter of voters' rights, seems reluctant to call out Democratic Sen. Kyrsten
Sinema by name for her progress-blocking filibuster position.

Rep. David Cook sets fire to Ducey's tax cuts (and that's a good thin

Arizona Republic (Opinion, Laurie Roberts)

A round of applause for Rep. David Cook, R-Globe, for standing tough against the largest tax cut in state
history.

Why would VP Kamala Harris stop at the border? It's just a meaningless photo-op

Arizona Republic (Opinion, Elvia Diaz)

Immigration hardliners are blasting Kamala Harris' trip to Guatemala and Mexico, but at least she's trying
to address the root of our border problem.

I watched Don Harding's execution in an Arizona gas chamber. His face still haunts me

Arizona Republic (Op-ed, Jim Belanger)

I will never forget the look on his face when he turned to me shortly after inhaling the fumes. It's an image
of atrocity that will haunt me for the rest of my life.

Sinema, Kelly, Kirkpatrick, O’Halleran, Stanton, Gallego: Protect
Arizona’s A-10 Aircraft

WASHINGTON - Arizona Senators Kyrsten Sinema and Mark Kelly, along with Arizona Representatives
Ann Kirkpatrick (AZ-02), Tom O’Halleran (AZ-01), Greg Stanton (AZ-09), and Ruben Gallego (AZ-

07), wrote to President Biden expressing their concern with his plan to retire the A-10 aircraft housed at
Arizona’s Davis Monthan Air Force Base, and urging him to protect the aircraft.

“We are writing to express grave concern with your administration’s plans to retire a vital national
security asset, the A-10 Thunderbolt II, also known as the ‘Warthog.’... While we support the
Administration’s modernization goals, we cannot support the premature retirement of one of our
most vital military assets, which could in turn put the lives of service members at unnecessary risk.
The A-10 has proven its usefulness in combat time and time again, and we look forward to working
with you to ensure this vital national security platform remains part of our arsenal,” wrote Sinema,
Kelly, Kirkpatrick, O’Halleran, Stanton, and Gallego.

To read the full letter click HERE.

President Biden recently released his fiscal year 2022 budget which calls for the partial retirement of the A-
10. Earlier this month, the Arizona delegation wrote a bipartisan letter to Acting Secretary of the Air Force
John Roth expressing continued support for the A-10 Warthog and calling on the Air Force to answer
questions about their failure to complete congressionally directed upgrades and re-winging of the aircraft
and other assessments of the Air Force’s close air support capabilities.

HitHt

Mayor Romero Remarks in Response to Suspension of
Operations at TARP Treatment Facility due to Elevated PFAS Levels

Mayor Romero made the following remarks at a press conference this morning following Tucson
Water announced a temporary, indefinite shutdown of the Tucson Airport Remediation Project water
treatment facility (TARP) on June 21, 2021 because of the increasing levels of per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS) in the groundwater wells serving the plant.

A fact sheet with more information is attached. You can view the entire press conference here.

“I want to thank the professionals at Tucson Water for their work.
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1 also want to thank Director Cabrera and ADEQ for their investments and technical assistance in helping
us manage the PFAS issue in Tucson.

When it comes to the safety of Arizona’s groundwater, ADEQ has been a strong partner for Tucson.

Iwant to begin by acknowledging the long and painful history of water contamination that several
generations of Tucsonans have endured through no fault of their own.

This started with the discovery of TCE and 1,4 dioxane that has affected southside communities for the last
several decades, and continues to impact Tucson families to this day.

Today, we are joined by Tucsonans who have seen this impact directly through family members who live
with chronic health conditions, birth defects, and many who have lost their lives due to various forms of
cancer.

Iwant to thank them for joining us today, and for dedicating countless hours of their time to address this
issue and provide necessary oversight.

Since the discovery of TCE, City of Tucson taxpayers have stepped up and shouldered the financial burden
of supporting treatment facilities through our General Fund.

We stepped up then, not knowing whether we would be re-imbursed by the federal government. Decades
later, we have stepped up once again with the treatment of PFAS contamination.

We have stepped up because our top priority is ensuring all city residents and Tucson Water customers
have access to safe, clean drinking water.

However, I want to be clear: City of Tucson taxpayers are not responsible for PIFAS contamination and
should not be left with the tab.

Unfortunately, we have hit a critical moment where we can no longer confidently deliver safe drinking
water from TARP due to elevated PFAS levels in the water entering the facility prior to treatment.

When it comes to our drinking water — our most precious resource here in the Sonoran Desert — quality
and safety come first, which is why we are taking this proactive step out of an abundance of precaution.
We also must recognize that groundwater contamination and climate change are a one-two punch against
our water supplies.

The longer we wait to contain the spread of PI'AS contaminants, the less groundwater we have available to
serve our families and businesses.

1t is unfortunate that we are forced to increase our reliance on Central Arizona Project (CAP) water from
the Colorado River at a time when our climate is getting hotter and our desert is getting drier.

Both this decision today and the imminent Tier 1 shortage on the Colorado River will not affect our ability
to meet the community’s water needs.

Tucson Water’s supplies are resilient, due to an ethic of conservation by Mayor & Council, and

effective resource management by Tucson Water.

But we cannot let our guard down now and risk our long-term water security. The present

situation highlights the urgent need for federal support of large-scale PFAS cleanup efforts.

Iwant to personally thank Tucson’s Congressional Delegation: Senator Sinema, Senator Kelly,
Congressman Grijalva, Congresswoman Kirkpatrick, and Congressman O Halleran.

LEach have been immensely supportive of securing clean-up funds in Washington D.C., and we join them in
urging both the House and the Senate to take action.

The need for remediation is now. And the need for climate action is now. Time is of the essence in order to
contain PIFAS contaminants and safeguard our long-term water supply.

B

Tucson did not cause the pollution, but we are being lefi to deal with it. That is not fair.’
HH
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Senators Kelly, Sinema and Reps. Kirkpatrick, Gallego, O’Halleran
and Stanton Express “Grave Concern” to President Biden Over

Budget Proposal to Retire the A-10 “Warthog”

Today, Arizona Senators Mark Kelly and Kyrsten Sinema, alongside Rep. Kirkpatrick (AZ-02), Rep.
Gallego (AZ-07), Rep. O’Halleran (AZ-01), and Rep. Stanton (AZ-09) wrote to President Biden expressing
serious concerns with the Administration’s budget plans to retire a vital national security asset, the A-10
Thunderbolt I, also known as the “Warthog.”

In their letter, the lawmakers wrote:

“We are writing to express grave concern with your administration’s plans to retire a vital national
security asset, the A-10 Thunderbolt II, also known as the ‘Warthog.’

“... While we support the Administration’s modernization goals, we cannot support the premature
retirement of one of our most vital military assets, which could in turn put the lives of service members at
unnecessary risk. The A-10 has proven its usefulness in combat time and time again, and we look forward
to working with you to ensure this vital national security platform remains part of our arsenal.”

The Arizona lawmakers have remained_focused on the protection of the aircraft for years, citing its
unparalleled role in close air support missions. Immediately following the release of the President’s budget
a bipartisan group of Arizona’s delegation spoke out against the proposed cuts to the A-10. Last December,
Senators Kelly and Sinema voted to pass the bipartisan_defense bill that included provisions to protect the
A-10. In April, Senators Kelly and Sinema, along with Rep. Kirkpatrick, led the introduction of the
bipartisan A-10 Resolution in the House and Senate. Shortly after, the lawmakers sent a letter urging
Acting Secretary John Roth to continue supporting the A-10 program. Senator Kelly continues working
with Republicans and Democrats to ensure the A-10 continues flying and serving U.S. troops.

For the full text of the letter, click here.

HitHt

Reps. Grijalva, Schakowsky, and Slotkin Reintroduce SSI
Restoration Act to Make Urgently Needed Updates to Help Seniors

and Disabled Individuals

WASHINGTON— Today, Reps. Raul M. Grijalva (D-AZ), Jan Schakowsky (D-IL), and Elissa Slotkin
(D-MI) reintroduced the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Restoration Act. Over 8 million Americans,
all of them over the age of 65 or with significant disabilities, rely on SSI benefits to meet their basic needs.
Currently, SSI benefits provide an average income that is below the poverty line. With the program being
largely unchanged since its inception in 1972, the SSI Restoration Act makes critical updates to keep
beneficiaries out of poverty. The bill modermizes and improves SSI by streamlining and simplifying the
claiming process, expanding the resources and income limits, setting the minimum benefit at 100 percent of
the Federal Poverty Level, and eliminating punitive reductions in benefits.

“SSI has long been a last resort and a critical safety net for keeping seniors and those with disabilities from
falling into poverty,” said Rep. Grijalva. “It’s ridiculous that for almost fifty years, we have largely failed
to make basic updates to ensure the program does what it was intended to do — meet basic needs for blind,
disabled, and aged people who will otherwise go without. The last year has been especially harsh on these
vulnerable populations, and it is time that Congress step up to make these modest but necessary updates to
the program.”

“Supplemental Security Income is an economic lifeline for over eight million seniors, people with
disabilities, and families who rely on the program to survive. Unfortunately, the income requirements and
benefit amounts are operating as if it were still 1972. The financial requirements are so stiff that a growing
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number of seniors on SSI are homeless. This is unacceptable and even more disturbing when you consider
that more than three out of five older adults who rely on SSI are women,” said Rep. Schakowsky. “As we
work to end the COVID-19 pandemic, updating the SSI program is even more essential. The time is now!”

“I’ve met with families across my district who depend on SSI to meet their most basic needs,” said Rep.
Slotkin. “For all the benefits this program has provided, it’s been largely unchanged since its inception in
1972, so the hurdles and restrictions to accessing these benefits are often outdated and burdensome. The
SSI Restoration Act is a common-sense approach to help families support independent living of individuals
with disabilities and to better enable individuals with disabilities to be independent and work without fear
of losing benefits.”

The bill is endorsed by over 83 organizations, including AARP, AFL-CIO, AFSCME Retirees, American
Association of People with Disabilities, American Society on Aging, Center for Independent Living,
Easterseals, Justice in Aging, Medicare Rights Center, Mental Health America, National Alliance on
Mental Illness, National Association of Area Agencies on Aging, National Committee to Preserve Social
Security & Medicare, National Council on Aging, National Organization of Social Security Claimants’
Representatives, National Women’s Law Center, Paralyzed Veterans of America, SEIU, Social Security
Works, Strengthen Social Security Coalition, The Arc, The Special Needs Alliance, Youth Law Center and
more.

“Justice in Aging is proud to support the Supplemental Security Income Restoration Act of 2021, said
Justice in Aging Director of Economic Security Tracey Gronniger. “This bill provides desperately
needed updates to the SSI program, which millions of extremely low-income older adults and people with
disabilities rely on to pay for food, shelter, and other necessities. The SSI Restoration Act fixes rules and
restrictions in the SSI program that have not been changed for over 40 years, and seeks to ensure that
eligible people in need are better able to access the program and get vital assistance to avoid living in in
poverty.

"Social Security Works applauds Representative Grijalva and his cosponsors for the profoundly wise SSI
Restoration Act of 2021,” said Social Security Works President Nancy J. Altman. “Thanks to
Representative Grijalva’s effective, compassionate leadership, we stand on the brink of history, when the
long overdue SSI improvements he champions can finally become law. When that happens, the lives of
millions of Americans will be vastly improved.”

Senator Sherrod Brown will introduce companion legislation in the U.S. Senate.

Last month, Members of Congress, advocates, and supporters of SSI benefits gathered in a virtual event
making the case for strengthened SSI benefits to be a component of the future economic recovery
package. Click here to watch a recording of the event.

HitHt

Sens. Kelly, Murkowski, Portman, Warren, Tester Introduce

Legislation to let Children of Servicemembers Stay Until Age 26

65 years after creation of TRICARLE, Health Care Fairness for Military Families Act would bring military
insurance in line with private plans

Today, Senators Mark Kelly, Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), Rob Portman (R-OH), and Elizabeth Warren (D-
MA), and Jon Tester (D-MT) introduced the Health Care Fairness for Military Families Act, bipartisan
legislation that would allow young adults to stay on their parent’s TRICARE plan until they are 26 without
a premium increase — a critical lifeline as our nation works to overcome the COVID-19 pandemic. The
foundation for TRICARE was laid 65 years ago this week through passage of the Dependents Medical Care
Act. Today, TRICARE is a Department of Defense health insurance program that serves 9.6 million active
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duty and retired servicemembers, and their families. The Health Care Faimess for Military Families Act
would bring TRICARE plans in line with private insurance plans.

A companion bill was introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives in January by Rep. Elaine Luria (D-
VA-2) and Rep. Michael Waltz (R-FL-6).

“Servicemembers and their families have earned high-quality, affordable health care, and there is no reason
that TRICARE shouldn’t offer the same benefits as private insurance. Allowing children of
servicemembers to stay on their parents” insurance until they’re 26 will help countless military families and
couldn’t be more important as we come out of this pandemic and our economy recovers,” said Senator
Mark Kelly.

“Under current law, most military dependents are only allowed to remain on their parents’ insurance policy
until age 21, while non-military dependents are afforded the opportunity to remain on insurance until age
26. It isn’t right that simply growing up in a military family leaves these young people on unequal ground
with their civilian counterparts,” said Senator Murkowski. “The 21-26 year old population already faces
high unemployment rates and now in light of COVID-19, people of all ages are facing additional financial
strain. This legislation will allow military dependents to stay on their parent’s insurance plan until they are
26 without a premium increase—a critical lifeline as our nation works to overcome the COVID-19
pandemic.”

“Service members and their families deserve the same access to health care benefits as civilians,” said
Senator Portman. “This bill would allow for people under the age of 26 to stay on their family’s
TRICARE plan, just as the ACA allows for in civilian healthcare, saving some military families hundreds
of dollars a month in costly premiums.”

“All three of my brothers served in the military, and [ understand the incredible sacrifices servicemembers
and their families make every day to keep our country safe. It is our job to ensure military families have
access to good, affordable health care, and that includes the children of servicemembers up to the age of
26,” said Senator Warren.

“Ensuring our nation’s servicemembers and their families have access to the same affordable health care as
folks with private insurance is a no-brainer,” said Senator Tester. ““The fact is that children of
servicemembers feel the unique impacts of their parents” military careers and need the same access to care
as their civilian peers. Our bipartisan bill allows every military child under the age of 26 to continue
receiving steady coverage under their parents” plan, enabling these young adults to finish school or start
their careers without worrying about what happens if they get sick.”

“Today, most young adults either can’t afford coverage, or their employer doesn’t provide them with
coverage. This puts TRICARE beneficiaries at a bigger disadvantage as their age cut off is much earlier. 1
am thankful to Senator Kelly for introducing this important legislation, which will make a big difference
for my family and so many others,” said Rebecca Villalpando, U.S. Navy Veteran and Commissioner of
the Arizona Veterans Advisory Commission.

“While serving in the Army for 22 years, I met many military families and was always impressed by their
commitment to service. It would only be fair to support all eligible family members with the extension of
TRICARE healthcare benefits up to the age of 26. All servicemembers sacrifice so much in defense of this
great country; it makes moral sense to fully support the Healthcare Fairness for Military Families Act of
2021, said Dora Peralta, US Army (Retired MSG), Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 836.

Under current law, TRICARE dependents can stay on their parents’ policy until age 21, unless dependents
meet specific requirements that would extend coverage only until age 23 or out of school. The 21-26 year
old population has a high unemployment rate, and without this coverage military dependents are left on
unequal footing compared to their civilian counterparts, who can stay on a parent’s plan until age 26.
Senator Kelly’s legislation would bring equity to TRICARE beneficiaries by bringing eligibility for
dependents in line with that offered by private insurance plans. Under the Affordable Care Act ACA,
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children up to age 26 can remain on their parents” health insurance plans at no additional out-of-pocket cost
to the dependent.

The legislation is supported by the Air Force Sergeants Association; Army Aviation Association of
America; Association of Military Surgeons of the United States; Blinded Veterans of America;
Commissioned Officers Association of the U.S. Public Health Service, Inc.; Enlisted Association of the
National Guard of the United States; Fleet Reserve Association; Gold Star Wives of America; Iraq and
Afghanistan Veterans of America (IAVA); Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America; Marine
Corps League; Marine Corps Reserve Association; Military Chaplains Association of the United States of
America; National Military Family Association; Non Commissioned Officers Association of the USA;
Reserve Organization of America; Service Women’s Action Network; Tragedy Assistance Program for
Survivors; United States Army Warrant Officers Association; USCG Chief Petty Officers Association;
Veterans of Foreign Wars; VetsFirst United Spinal Association; and Vietnam Veterans of America.

For the full bill text, click HERE.
HiH

Maricopa County Wins 56 National Achievement Awards

Over the past year, Maricopa County employees worked tirelessly to connect residents to the information
and services that save lives, support families, and strengthen democracy. Now, the nation’s fastest-growing
county is being recognized with dozens of national awards for designing and implementing programs that
made a difference.

Maricopa County received 56 National Achievement Awards this year from the National Agsociation of
Countics (NACo) for programs that have a measurable positive impact on the community. NACo says
these are programs worth sharing and emulating nationwide. Maricopa County’s award-winning programs
account for 7% of the state and county programs nationwide that received NACo Achievement Awards in
2021.

“Our employees worked harder than ever over the past year to make a positive impact on our community,
especially in the lives of those most affected by the pandemic,” said Maricopa County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Jack Sellers, District 1. “This recognition from NACo underscores what [ have known for years:
Maricopa County has some of the finest public servants in the nation, and the leadership and vision to make
effective use of those diverse talents.”

Nearly a dozen of the county’s 56 awards were related to the county’s COVID-19 response. These include
data dashboards, vaccination efforts for high-risk populations, and distribution of personal protection
equipment and other supplies.

Four awards stemmed from election efforts in 2020 and included a GIS map that helped Board members
determine where to put voting locations; ong-stop-shop websites in both English and Spanish where voters
could check their voter registration status, update their information, find polling locations, view their
sample ballot, and check to see if their ballot was sent, received and counted; and a Cvbersecurity War
Hoom.

The Flood Control District of Maricopa County won a coveted “Best in category™ award for its “Water
Resources Program” which promotes regional solutions and partnerships to better manage stormwater and
mitigation flood risk.

For a complete list of Maricopa County’s 2021 NACo award-winning programs, visit
the NACo website and search the database for Arizona.

HitHt

Major Infrastructure Bill Includes Key Stanton-Backed Projects for
Arizona

Page 100f 11 June 8, 2021
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YHLLOW SHEET REPORT JUNE 8,202l PAGE 1

© BY ARIZONA CAPITOL REPORTS LLC UNLESS OTHERWISE CREDITED

WASHINGTON, D.C.— A new plan to reauthorize national surface transportation funding and
infrastructure investment includes funding for several key Arizona projects pushed by Rep. Greg Stanton.
The Investing in a New Vision for the Environment and Surface Transportation (INVEST) in America Act
authorizes nearly $547 billion over five years to address some of the nation’s most urgent infrastructure
needs.

This year, the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee formally accepted requests for projects
from House Members for consideration to be included in the final surface transportation bill text.

Stanton, the only Arizona member on the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, has made it a top
priority to push for short and long-term investments in projects that would benefit the state. Six of the
projects Stanton proposed in partnership with state and local government agencies were included in the
legislation:

e $4 million for the Tempe/Mesa Streetcar Rio Salado East Extension (Cites of Mesa and Tempe)
e $5 million for the I-10-SR347 Traffic Interchange (Arizona Department of Transportation, Gila
River Indian Community, and Maricopa Association of Governments)

e $1.1 million for 77th Street Access Improvements (City of Scottsdale)

e $1.758 million for the Kyrene Branch Canal Shared Use Path (City of Chandler)

e $2.5 million for the Lake Powell Roundabout (City of Page)
“As one of the fastest growing states in the country, Arizona needs its fair share of federal resources to
make sure our infrastructure can keep up with our population. I fought to make sure key investments were
included in the infrastructure bill that will make a difference in our communities—investments to expand

public transit, build and repair roads on tribal lands, and improve road safety. These projects are good for
Arizonans and good for our economy,” said Stanton.

The bill will be marked up by the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee on Wednesday and
Thursday. A fact sheet for the INVEST in America Act is available HERE, a section-by-section is
available HERE, and full bill text is available HERE.

kv 1 k_, 1 “The tax cut proposal puts more stress.”

I ) ._SXY"” - Superior Mayor Mila Besich, telling Ducey in a phone call this
: o morning that his flat tax proposal won't help her town and the region
recover from the wildfires.
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From: Lela Alston </o=Exchangel.abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ff6a506c742141a9a90cf35d134bb0ce-Lela

Alston>
Sent: Wednesday, July 7, 2021 7:13:20 AM
To: Josselyn Berry <JBerry(@azleg.gov>
Subject: Re: In Today's Yellow Sheet

Josselyn,
The YS PDF is not attached. Could you please re-send>

Thanks,
Mary

From: Josselyn Berry <JBerry@azleg.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, July 6, 2021 5:33 PM

To: .Senate Democratic Staff <SenateDemocratResearchStaff@azleg.gov>; .SDEMMEMS <SDEMMEMS@azleg.gov>;
.SDEMSECS <SDEMSECS@azleg.gov>

Subject: Fw: In Today's Yellow Sheet

About Contact

In Today's Yellow Sheet July 6, 2021

MONEY RACE STARTS

Lieberman’s gubernatorial campaign started on a high note, hauling in
more than $200,000 in one day and roughly $250,000 through the end
of the second quarter.

SALMON SHOWS SUPPORT FROM TRADITIONAL CONSERVATIVES
Former Congressman Matt Salmon, who is one of five Republicans
seeking the party’s nomination, kicked off this week with a host of
endorsements from state lawmakers.

BEST FRIESE FOREVER
Fernandez said Monday she is supporting Friese’s bid to succeed
Kirkpatrick representing CD2.

I’'M SO RIGHT

Ducey chief of staff Daniel Scarpinato did a little virtual dance after
Yee’s office announced that the Permanent Land Endowment Trust
Fund gained $1.6 billion in one year.

SIGN TODAY, Fbt LATER NEVER

Ducey vowed to fix potential unintended consequences when he
signed Chaplik’s “mask freedom” bill H2770 (mask mandate; business
exception) in April, but that fix never happened.
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JUDICIARY, GOVERNMENT...

Rogers insists to her legions of followers that she has power over the
eventual results of the Senate’s audit — though the state budget
includes a provision that keeps her away from it.

THEY ALL SOUND THE SAME TO ROGERS

The decision to give to Senate gov the authority to oversee the audit
report surprised some railbirds, but the general consensus is that it’s
for Townsend.

A Capitol railbird said last week’s article saying Mark Buse is serving
as Kari Lake’s campaign manager is wrong.
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From: Lela Alston </o=Exchangel.abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ff6a506c742141a9a90cf35d134bb0ce-Lela

Alston>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 1:18:43 PM
To: Lela Alston (lalston2@msn.com) <lalston2(@msn.com>
Ce: Mary Peralta <mperalta@azleg.gov>
Subject: Fw: Senate Democrats Disavow Senate Republican’s Sham Audit Hearing

Attachments: Senate Democrats Disavow Senate Republican’s Sham Audit Hearing.pdf

From: Josselyn Berry <JBerry@azleg.gov>

Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 11:04 AM

To: Josselyn Berry <JBerry@azleg.gov>

Subject: Senate Democrats Disavow Senate Republican’s Sham Audit Hearing

IMMEDIATE RELEASE| July 15th, 2020

Senate Democrats Disavow Senate Republican’s Sham Audit
Hearing

PHOENIX- Senate Democrats released the following statement on Senate Republican’s last-minute audit
“hearing.”

“As it has been from the start, this audit has been a sham and an outright threat to our democracy. Yesterday
with 17 hours' notice, Senate President Fann announced this press conference disguised as a hearing. Don’t be
fooled. This is in no way transparent or legitimate. Republicans have refused to be bipartisan and transparent
during this entire process. Instead, at every step Senate Republicans and Cyber Ninjas have deliberately blocked
the press and public from the entire audit process.

This 'fraudit' sham has made Arizona into a national laughingstock as Republicans can't accept they lost the
election, riling up their base to feverish levels that could have dangerous consequences. This audit is deeply
damaging to the integrity of our elections and our democracy. Maricopa County performed multiple audits of its
election as required under state law. More than 2 million lawful ballots were cast in Maricopa County and there
has been zero evidence of fraud or misconduct. No matter how you voted, the 2020 election was administered
with integrity, accuracy and transparency.”

PRESS CONTACT
Josselyn Berry
602-376-5705
JBerry@AZLeg.gov
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SENATOR VICTORIA STEELE
Senate Bemocratic Co-Whip

SENATOR MARTIN QUEZADA
Senate Bemecratic Co-Whip

SENATOR REBECCA RIBS
Senate Democratic Leader

SENATOR LYPE CONTRERAS
Serate Assistant Democratic Leader

ARIZONA SENATE DEMOCRATS

IMMEDIATE RELEASE| July 15th, 2020

Senate Democrats Disavow Senate Republican’s
Sham Audit Hearing

PHOENIX- Senate Democrats released the following statement on Senate Republican’s
last-minute audit “hearing.”

“As it has been from the start, this audit has been a sham and an outright threat to our
democracy. Yesterday with 17 hours notice, Senate President Fann announced this press
conference disguised as a hearing. Don’t be fooled. This is in no way transparent or
legitimate. Republicans have refused to be bipartisan and transparent during this entire
process. Instead, at every step Senate Republicans and Cyber Ninjas have deliberately
blocked the press and public from the entire audit process.

This 'fraudit' sham has made Arizona into a national laughingstock as Republicans can't
accept they lost the election, riling up their base to feverish levels that could have
dangerous consequences. This audit is deeply damaging to the integrity of our elections
and our democracy. Maricopa County performed multiple audits of its election as
required under state law. More than 2 million lawful ballots were cast in Maricopa
County and there has been zero evidence of fraud or misconduct. No matter how you
voted, the 2020 election was administered with integrity, accuracy and transparency.”

PRESS CONTACT
Josselyn Berry
602-376-5705
JBerry@AZLeg.gov
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From: Mike Philipsen </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=D08801B26B954FCD83F7F697E766D40A -

MIKE PHILIP>

Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2020 8:18:10 AM

To: - Capitol Media Services <capmedia@hotmail.com>

Subject: RE: Statement from Senate President Fann on subpoenas issued to Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors

Attachments: Subpoena 1 12-15-20.doc;Subpoena 2 12-15-20.doc

From: - Capitol Media Services <capmedia@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 5:58 PM

To: Mike Philipsen <MPhilipsen@azleg.gov>

Subject: Re: Statement from Senate President Fann on subpoenas issued to Maricopa County Board of Supervisors

i know it's late. and i chatted with eddie to get some specifics not included here.
but i still need the actual subpoenas when you get a sec.

do you want a public records request?

thanks.

-- howie

From: Mike Philipsen <MPhilipsen@azleg.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 4:54 PM

To: Mike Philipsen <MPhilipsen@azleg.gov>

Subject: Statement from Senate President Fann on subpoenas issued to Maricopa County Board of Supervisors

Arizona State Senate

Statement

Tuesday, December 15, 2020
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Statement from Senate President Fann on subpoenas issued to Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors
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"Today, under my direction as Senate President, Judiciary Committee Chairman Eddie Farnsworth issued
subpoenas to the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors. One subpoena calls for a scanned ballot audit, to
collect an electronic ballot image cast for all mail-in ballots counted in the November 2020 general election in
Maricopa County, Arizona. The second subpoena calls for a full forensic audit of ballot tabulation equipment,
the software for that equipment and the election management system used in the 2020 general election.

The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors were served these subpoenas on Tuesday afternoon, and they call
for the information to be delivered to the Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman on or before 5 p.m. on
December 18, 2020.

I appreciate Board Chairman Clint Hickman's commitment to the integrity of the Arizona election process, and I
know he shares all of our concerns."

HiH#

For more information, contact:
Mike Philipsen, Director of Communications
Arizona State Senate Republican Caucus
Cell (602) 904-2070
mphilipsen@azleg.gov
www.azsenaterepublicans.com
@AZSenateGOP

@AZSenateRepublicans
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ARIZONA SENATE

Senate Judiciary Committee

SUBPOENA

TO: Maricopa County Board of Supervisors

YOU ARE COMMANDED to produce and permit inspection, copying, testing or
sampling of the items identified in the attached Exhibit 1 on or before 5:00 p.m. on December
18, 2020 to the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee for inspection, copying, testing or
sampling thereafter.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY FAILURE TO OBEY THIS
SUBPOENA WITHOUT ADEQUATE EXCUSE MAY BE DEEMED CONTEMPT OF
THE LEGISLATURE.

SIGNED this 15th day of December, 2020.

Eddie Farnsworth /s/
Eddie Farnsworth, Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee

Karen Fann, President
Arizona State Senate
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EXHIBIT 1 — Scanned Ballot Audit

The following electronically stored election information shall be electronically produced
from the November 2020 general election as follows:

(1) separately and distinctively each original unique native electronic ballot image cast
for all mail-in and absentee ballots which were counted in the November 2020 general election
in Maricopa County, Arizona containing the original metadata of the original electronic ballot
image with:

(a) a resolution of at least 300 DPI in TIFF image, and also

(b) a resolution of at least 300 DPI in PDF image, and also

(c) aresolution of at least 300 DPI in JPG image.

(2)  from the Dominion electronic election management system, the:

a) Dominion Electronic Cast Vote Record

b) Ballot Images - Raw Images

c) Ballot Images - Ballot Audit and Review

d) Vote-by-Mail Ballot Report

e) Provisional Ballot Report

f) Conditional Voter Registration Ballot Report

g) Cast Vote Record (Raw data) - JSON

h) ImageCast Central Logs

1) Ballot Scanning/Tabluation Machine Logs

1) Ballot Scanning/Tabulation Machine Tape

k) Ranked-Choice Voting: Board of Supervisors, Final Detailed Report

-These system generated reports should be provided as (a) an XML file, and (b) a JSON
file, and also (c) a TXT file.

(3) The native electronic ballot images cast for all mail-in and absentee ballots shall be
produced as native original separate electronic ballots and shall not combine ballots into a single
file or change the metadata of the original electronic ballot.

(4) The electronically stored information required to be produced herein shall be
electronically uploaded to a computer drive supplied by the Senate Judiciary Committee or its
agents.
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ARIZONA SENATE

Senate Judiciary Committee

SUBPOENA

TO: Maricopa County Board of Supervisors

YOU ARE COMMANDED to produce, and permit inspection, testing or sampling of the
items identified in the attached Exhibit 1 on or before 5:00 p.m. on December 18, 2020 to the
Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee for inspection, testing or sampling thereafter.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY FAILURE TO OBEY THIS
SUBPOENA WITHOUT ADEQUATE EXCUSE MAY BE DEEMED CONTEMPT OF
THE LEGISLATURE.

SIGNED this 15th day of December, 2020.

Eddie Farnsworth /s/
Eddie Farnsworth, Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee

Karen Fann, President
Arizona State Senate
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EXHIBIT 1 - Full Forensic Audit

For the November 2020 general election in Maricopa County, Arizona, access to the

following equipment or materiel for forensic analysis:
1. The ballot tabulation equipment from the vote centers and the central counting center used in
the 2020 general election.
2. The software for the equipment described above and the election management system used in
the 2020 general election.
3. Hardware Forensic Images of Election Servers, Desktops, Removable Media (such as thumb
drives, USB, memory cards, PCMIA cards, Compact Flash, CD/DVD etc.) used to transfer
ballots to central counting from voting locations and to load software/programming.
4. Election Log Files XML, EML, JSON, DVD and XSLT other election files and logs for the:

e Tabulators
Result Pair Resolution
Result Files
Provisional Votes
RTM Logs
SQL Database Files
Signature Checking & Sorting Machine

5. Election Settings
e Ranked Profiles and entire change history Audit Trail logs
e Ranked Contests and entire change history Audit Trail logs
e Rejected Ballots Report by Reason Code

6. Accounts and Tokens
e Username & Passwords (Applications, Operation Systems)
e Encryption Passwords (Bitlocker, Veracrypt, Etc)
e Security Tokens (iButton, Yubikey, SmartCard, Etc)

7. Windows Server & Desktop

Windows software log

Windows event log and Access logs

Network logs

FTP Transfer Points Log

Username & Password

Application specific username and password (Election Software, Database Access)

8. Dominion Specific
The Administrator & Audit logs for the EMS Election Event Designer (EED) and EMS Results
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Tally & Reporting (RTR) Client Applications.

9. Dominion Network
e Identity of everyone accessing the domain name Admin.enr.dominionvoting.com and *.
dominionvoting.com domains.
e Windows security log of the server itself that is hosted at
Admin.enr.dominionvoting.com.
e Internal admin.enr.dominionvoting.com logs

10. Election Systems & Software (ESS) Specific

The Administrator & Audit logs for the Electionware election management system,
Ballot on Demand — BOD printing system, DS200 scanner and tabulator, DS450 scanner and
tabulator, DS850 scanner and tabulator, and Voting Systems (ExpressPoll, ExpressVote,
ExpressVote XL).

11. Voter Rolls
e Database of Voter Rolls
e Forensic Image of Computer/Device used to work with voter rolls
o Copy of media device used to transfer voter rolls

12. The following records shall be required from the voting system.
Daily and Cumulative Voter Records for those who voted with sufficient definition to

determine:
e Voters name and Registered Voting address

Address to for correspondence

D.OB.

Voter ID number

How Voted (mail, in-person early, in person Election Day)

Where Voted (if applicable)

Date voted (if applicable)

Party affiliation (if recorded)

Ballot by mail Request Date

Ballot by mail sent date

Ballot by mail voted date (if applicable)

Ballet cancelled date (if applicable)

RAW, HTML, XHTML and SVG files (Ballot Images)

13. Access or control of ALL routers, tabulators or combinations thereof (some routers are
inside the tabulator case) in order to garner the system logs. At the same time, the public IP of
the router should be obtained.

14. Access to physically and forensically examine date and time-stamped all stored paper ballots
as required. Voter Tally Paper Rolls, Test Ballots, Ballot Test Matrix.
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15. Access to full detailed absentee votes, provisional votes, mail-in, and election day votes.
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From: Mike Philipsen </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=D08801B26B954FCD83F7F697E766D40A -

MIKE PHILIP>
Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2020 8:20:47 AM
To: - Capitol Media Services <capmedia@hotmail.com>

Subject: RE: Statement from Senate President Fann on subpoenas issued to Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors

Just noticed the versions of the subpoenas | sent over to you were before President Fann signed them, but obviously she
did before they were delivered

From: - Capitol Media Services <capmedia@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 5:58 PM

To: Mike Philipsen <MPhilipsen@azleg.gov>

Subject: Re: Statement from Senate President Fann on subpoenas issued to Maricopa County Board of Supervisors

i know it's late. and i chatted with eddie to get some specifics not included here.
but i still need the actual subpoenas when you get a sec.

do you want a public records request?

thanks.

-- howie

From: Mike Philipsen <MPhilipsen@azleg.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 4:54 PM

To: Mike Philipsen <MPhilipsen@azleg.gov>

Subject: Statement from Senate President Fann on subpoenas issued to Maricopa County Board of Supervisors

Arizona State Senate

Statement

Tuesday, December 15, 2020
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Statement from Senate President Fann on subpoenas issued to Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors
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"Today, under my direction as Senate President, Judiciary Committee Chairman Eddie Farnsworth issued
subpoenas to the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors. One subpoena calls for a scanned ballot audit, to
collect an electronic ballot image cast for all mail-in ballots counted in the November 2020 general election in
Maricopa County, Arizona. The second subpoena calls for a full forensic audit of ballot tabulation equipment,
the software for that equipment and the election management system used in the 2020 general election.

The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors were served these subpoenas on Tuesday afternoon, and they call
for the information to be delivered to the Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman on or before 5 p.m. on
December 18, 2020.

I appreciate Board Chairman Clint Hickman's commitment to the integrity of the Arizona election process, and I
know he shares all of our concerns."

HiH#

For more information, contact:
Mike Philipsen, Director of Communications
Arizona State Senate Republican Caucus
Cell (602) 904-2070
mphilipsen@azleg.gov
www.azsenaterepublicans.com
@AZSenateGOP

@AZSenateRepublicans
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Sender: Rosanna Gabaldon </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=6240E9B3C76D4D3FADS5548B5312AA4E
ROSANNA GAB>

Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 8:05:10 AM

Recipient: Arturo Gabaldon <Arturo@communitywater.com>
Subject: FW: Wake Up Call

About Contact
Wake Up Call November 17, 2020

Attorney for county says ballot hand count now impossible

Arizona Capitol Times

A hand count of ballots from random precincts sought by the Arizona Republican Party in hopes of finding more votes for
President Trump just can’t be done, an attorney for Maricopa County told a judge Monday.

Petition Partners charged with crimes in connection with bonus program

Capitol Media Services

Attorney General Mark Brnovich is charging a firm that circulated petitions for the successful Invest in Ed ballot measure
with violating state laws in how it paid some of its circulators.

COVID-19 vaccine test subjects weighed risks, rolled up their sleeves
Cronkite News

With Santa Cruz County facing one of the highest rates of COVID-19 cases in the state, Tubac Fire Department Fire Chief
Cheryl Horvath knew that a vaccine is what’s needed to bring an end to the pandemic.

Officials’ plea: Resist COVID-19 fatigue, don’t let guard down

Yuma Sun

Yuma County officials made it clear on Monday that the reason the number of COVID-19 cases is rising again is because
residents are not complying with preventive measures, such as wearing masks and staying home as much as possible.
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Arizona jobless rate continues slow decline
Payson Roundup
Arizona continues its recovery from the pandemic recession — but the surge in new cases may threaten those gains.

Arizona Republican Leadership Is in Denial About the 2020 Presidential Election
Phoenix New Times
It's been almost a week since the major news networks called the presidential race for Joe Biden.

This Week in COVID: Surge Hits ASU Football, Schools Head Wants Mask Mandate

Phoenix New Times

It's Tuesday, November 17. More than 276,000 Arizonans have contracted COVID-19 and more than 6,300 have died as a
result.

How COVID-19 spread through neighboring ICE detention facilities in Eloy

Arizona Mirror

In August, a group of Cuban asylum seekers held by Immigration and Customs Enforcement at the Eloy Detention Center
detailed how detainees who fell ill with coronavirus symptoms were put into solitary confinement instead of receiving
treatment.

Judge will decide whether to delay Maricopa canvass in AZGOP election challenge

Arizona Mirror

Maricopa County is asking a judge to dismiss a lawsuit from the Arizona Republican Party alleging that election officials
improperly used vote centers instead of precincts as the basis for a limited hand count of ballots, while the state GOP may ask
the judge to postpone the county’s official canvass of the 2020 general election while the case plays out in court.

Joe Biden should consider pardoning Donald Trump
Arizona Republic (Opinion, EJ Montini)
He said he wouldn't. And maybe he shouldn't. But it's worth talking about.

How Arizona GOP Chair Kelli Ward turned her tinfoil hat into a crown
Arizona Republic (Opinion, EJ Montini)
Thanks to Donald Trump, Kelli Ward has a Chicken Little story in which Chicken Little rules.

Andy Biggs and co. want a full audit of Maricopa County's vote? OK by me (with conditions)

Arizona Republic (Opinion, Laurie Roberts)

Arizona's Republican congressmen are calling for a full audit of the Maricopa County vote. I say sure, as long as they agree to
a few other things first.

Arizona hospitals are probably just a few weeks away from overwhelmed

Arizona Republic (Opinion, Joanna Allhands)
Arizona hospitals can eke out additional capacity, but it won't keep staff from getting overwhelmed, and it won't be good for
patients.
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THE BACKSTORY IS EVEN WEIRDER

Last week’s resignation of Raec Chornenky as chair of the Maricopa County
GOP was precipitated by a months-long power struggle between the county
party and the Trump campaign, former county GOP Executive Director Van
DiCarlo told our reporter.

HER ORIGINAL RANT MAKES MORE SENSE IN CONTEXT
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Chornenky has not returned calls for comment at her office but confirmed parts
of the story this week on Twitter, where she wrote that as she was arriving at
the County Election Center, she was told that Swoboda had signed in as an
observer.

TRUMP’S TEAM USED BULLY TACTICS, YOU SAY?

As DiCarlo tells it — and Chornenky tweets 1t — the wrestling between Trump
campaign representatives and the county party started over who would train
poll observers.

IF SHE RESIGNED, WHO WOULD BE THE SCAPEGOAT?

The Trump campaign also demanded Chornenky pre-sign paperwork that poll
observers fill out, and at one point, she felt so uncomfortable with what the
Trump campaign was asking her to do, she offered to resign, according to
DiCarlo.

WITH TALK LIKE THAT, NO WONDER HE RESIGNED

DiCarlo 1sn’t so sure that it even matters that Chornenky wasn’t there for the
test.

WE WERE STARTING TO GET WORRIED ABOUT DOUG

With pressure mounting from several elected officials to issue a statewide mask
mandate, Ducey is set to face the public in his first press conference since the
clection.

THREE-DAY WORKWEEK!

Bowers chose Jake Hoffman, whose political consulting firm was kicked off
social media for using fake accounts to spread election disinformation, to be
second-in-command to Kavanagh on the new House Government and Elections
Committee.

WHAT’S BLUE ON TOP AND RED ALL OVER?
Outgoing Arizona Democratic Party chair Felecia Rotellini abruptly ended a
call with our reporter today after insisting Democrats had a banner year.

IT’S REALLY BRINGING OUT THE BEST PEOPLE

Former lawmaker Barbara Blewster joined the chorus of Republicans calling on
legislators to start a special session to conduct “an immediate recount” of the
2020 general election — a prospect that’s highly unlikely.
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THE BACKSTORY IS EVEN WEIRDER

Last week’s resignation of Rae Chomenky as chair of the
Maricopa County GOP was precipitated by a months-long
power struggle between the county party and the Trump
campaign, former county GOP Executive Director Van
DiCarlo told our reporter. Another former top-level party
official largely confirmed his account. Chomenky’s
resignation followed criticism from within her own party that
she failed to appear to observe the October logic and accuracy
test of voting machines in the county. Chornenky’s absence
looked suspicious to conservatives convinced that the voting
machines helped enable vote fraud, and intense criticism from
Townsend and others led up to her abrupt resignation last
week (Y5, 11/11) But, according to DiCarlo, who resigned g
yesterday in protest, Chornenky is not to blame. On the day of *7 :

the logic and accuracy test, Chornenky had left her law office to observe the test when she got a phone call
that Gina Swoboda, the Trump campaign’s Arizona director of elections, had arrived and declared herself
Chornenky’s designee to observe the test without her knowing. Chornenky turned around, only to receive a
call from the county informing her that Swoboda had left and instead a representative from the state party
named Jack Clark had taken over the duty. DiCarlo said that the county told Chornenky that there was a
“big problem,” and that she was advised that Swoboda could not observe the test because she’s a
representative from a campaign, and candidates are not allowed to enter voting facilities after early ballots
go out. Megan Gilbertson, a spokeswoman for the Maricopa County Elections Department, told our
reporter that the county’s policy is not to allow candidates, campaigns or their agents inside the ballot
tabulation room, and Swoboda was invited to watch from the public observation area instead. Clark also
came to the test, but when the county called Chornenky, she said he wasn’t authorized to act as her agent.
Steven Slugocki, the Maricopa County Democratic Chair who first pointed out Chornenky’s absence on
Twitter, said he remembers Swoboda waiting outside the facility and some man from the state party —
presumably Clark — coming in and initialing a few of the machines. “He and I even joked about it. He was
like, ‘guess I'm getting kicked out,”” Slugocki told our reporter. Swoboda did not return an email or phone
call, nor did a spokesman for the Trump campaign in Arizona.

HER ORIGINAL RANT MAKES MORE SENSE IN CONTEXT

Chornenky has not returned calls for comment at her office but confirmed parts of the story this week on
Twitter, where she wrote that as she was arriving at the County Election Center, she was told that Swoboda
had signed in as an observer. “Although I had RSVP’d as the GOP-authorized Observer, AZ law allows
only one single observer per party,” she wrote (LINK). “AZ Election Day Operation Director Swoboda
knows this and House Elections Committee Chairman Kelly Townsend knows this. To avoid a GOP public
conflict in front of the Democrat Secretary of State and county chairman, I did not walk in.” This
background also shines a light on Chomenky’s vitriolic response to Townsend on Twitter last week. “T’1
tell you what, I’ll resign when you sprout even an ounce of integrity and obtain the intelligence to check
your facts before spreading filth about a person whom you don’t know on a topic about which you have not
the slightest clue,” she wrote (Y S, 11/10).

Page 1 of 8 November 17, 2020

AZ-SEN-21-0466, 21-0473, 21-0477, 21-0480, 21-0481-B,
21-0472, 21-0476-C, 21-0465, 21-0469-D, 21-0468, 21-0640-E-000107

ARZN_REV00068442_11-17-20.pdf



YHLLOW SHEET REPORT NOVEMBER 17, 2020 PAGE 2

© BY ARIZONA CAPITOL REPORTS LLC UNLESS OTHERWISE CREDITED

TRUMP’S TEAM USED BULLY TACTICS, YOU SAY?

As DiCarlo tells it — and Chornenky tweets it — the
wrestling between Trump campaign representatives and
the county party started over who would train poll
observers. Before the primary, the county began training
the observers — volunteers who go to polling places to
watch for irregularities — but found the applicant pool to
be thin. “There were about 10,000 one hour time slots
that had to be filled,” he said. “Let’s just say we weren’t
successful.” Ahead of the November clection, DiCarlo
and Chornenky got a call from Swoboda, who said the
Trump campaign wanted to take over the recruiting,
training and deploying poll observers, DiCarlo said. “The
problem with that is the authorization to be a poll
observer is the exclusive purview of the county party,” he said (L iN ). Chornenky, not sure 1f she could
legally abdicate her responsibilities and not particularly wanting to regardless, refused. The campaign could
not abide by this. “They came to her, and with heavy-handed tactics, pressured her into relinquishing her
duties,” DiCarlo said. “They said, ‘If you don’t do this, we’re going to lose the election, and if we lose,
you're going to be the person responsible for it.”” After weeks of pressure, DiCarlo, Swoboda and
Chomenky entered into an agreement: The Trump campaign could recruit and train observers, but they
must provide an updated list of trainees and copies of the training materials — with the opportunity to make
additions — to the county GOP. “They didn’t follow through on either one,” DiCarlo said. This, for obvious
reasons, was problematic for Chornenky. “There’s about 1,000 ways a polling observer can go to a polling
location and do something or say something that can be illegal and get them thrown out,” DiCarlo
continued. “The county chairwoman would bear responsibility in that.”

IF SHE RESIGNED, WHO WOULD BE THE SCAPEGOAT?

The Trump campaign also demanded Chornenky pre-sign
paperwork that poll observers fill out, and at one point, she felt so
uncomfortable with what the Trump campaign was asking her to
do, she offered to resign, according to DiCarlo. “What they were
demanding of Rae was that she sign one thousand blank
authorization forms and turn them over to Gina,” he said. She
begrudgingly agreed, but didn’t move fast enough, and the angry
calls resumed, along with emails, texts and tweets. Eventually,
while Chomenky was out of town, the campaign demanded that
she hand over the forms, and told her that an envoy would meet
her upon her arrival at Sky Harbor to retrieve them, DiCarlo
* said. Separately, the Trump campaign asked Chornenky to
relinquish access to the live-lookup voter file that all county party chairs and state parties can access. This
arrangement made her uncomfortable, as she’s not just a party activist but also an attorney who could be
subject to bar complaints. “Because of the agreement you sign with the Maricopa County clections
department, there’s a certain amount of liability that attaches to the chairman if and when that information
is used improperly or becomes public,” DiCarlo said. “Rae, because of her profession, has added
exposure.” As such, she offered to resign and let First Vice Chairman Linda Brickman take over — that way,
if something improper were to occur with the voter data, Chornenky’s career wouldn’t be in jeopardy. But
Swoboda and the Trump campaign asked that she stay, DiCarlo said.
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WITH TALK LIKE THAT, NO WONDER HE RESIGNED

DiCarlo isn’t so sure that it even matters that Chornenky wasn’t there for the test — he figures that if there
was a problem with the logic of the tabulation machines, it could hurt Democrats as well — meaning that
Slugocki or the various county or state officials present would likely have said something. However, this
didn’t stop the waves of criticism. “That one tweet from Kelly Townsend got 5,266 likes,” DiCarlo said.
“That was the straw that broke the camel’s back. How do you explain yourself to 5,000-plus people who
already have the mindset that you were negligent?”

WE WERE STARTING TO GET WORRIED ABOUT DOUG

With pressure mounting from several elected officials to issue a statewide
mask mandate, Ducey is set to face the public in his first press conference
since the election. It’s unclear what the governor’s focus will be, but Hoffman
yesterday published a statement calling for a statewide mask mandate, among
other efforts, saying they “are essential to protecting our healthcare and
education professionals and institutions, including our students and families.”
She didn’t call out Ducey by name, but it’s clear she was addressing the
governor. Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego took a more direct approach. “I have
asked [Ducey] to issue a statewide mask mandate and keep that order in place
until we have wide distribution of a vaccine, more effective treatments, or
both,” she tweeted and said during her State of the City address today. Ducey has not spoken to Gallego
since he allowed cities to issue mask mandates in June and he did not attend a press conference with
Hoffman and Dept of Health Services Director Cara Christ last week about schools and coronavirus. Ducey

is now the only governor in the country to not give any live public statements to the press in the past two
weeks (LINK).

THREE-DAY WORKWEEK!

Bowers chose Jake Hoffman, whose political consulting firm was kicked off social media for using fake
accounts to spread election disinformation, to be second-in-command to Kavanagh on the new House
Government and Elections Committee. Hoffman is also personally banned from Twitter for his use of
Russian troll farm tactics to push disinformation (Y5, 10/14). Besides that eyebrow-raising pick, the
biggest change from Bowers’ announcement about Republican committee assignments today is that the
House will have far fewer committees — just 13 compared to 19 this year — allowing Bowers to shorten the
four-day workweek down to just three days. Thursdays will be solely dedicated to floor action. Gone are
the Federal Relations Committee, the Regulatory Affairs Committee, the State and International Affairs
Committee, and the Technology Committee. Besides mashing Government and Elections committees
together, Bowers had the Military and Veterans Affairs Committee absorb the Public Safety Committee to
become the Military Affairs and Public Safety Committee. The Land and Agriculture Committee also
added a rural component to become the Land, Agriculture and Rural Affairs. There’s also one new
committee: Blackman, after a full term of agitating for sentencing reform, will at last get his standing
committee on Criminal Justice Reform. The new chairs include Pratt, who will take over for J Allen on the
Judiciary Committee; Osborne, who will replace Barto on the Health and Human Services Committee;
Bolick, who will chair Ways and Means, replacing Toma, now the House majority leader; and Carroll, who
will replace Campbell on Transportation. Nutt will replace Kemn on Rules, and replace Shope as head of
Ethics. Payne will remain chair of the retooled Military Affairs and Public Safety Committee; Dunn will
retain control of the new Land, Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee; Cobb and Kavanagh will
continue to rule over the powerful Appropriations Committee; Udall will remain chair of the Education
Committee alongside freshman Rep. Beverly Pingerelli; and Nutt will remain chair of the Natural
Resources, Energy and Water Committee.
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WHAT’S BLUE ON TOP AND RED ALL OVER?

Outgoing Arizona Democratic Party chair Felecia Rotellini
abruptly ended a call with our reporter today after insisting
Democrats had a banner year. “We are a blue state,” she
emphatically told our reporter. She pointed to the fact that
Arizona now has two Democratic US Senators in Sinema and
Mark Kelly, two Democrats on Corp Comm and sent its 11
clectoral votes to a Democrat for the first time since 1996.
Adding a seat to Corp Comm still does not give Democrats
control of the body. Republicans kept the majority in both
legislative chambers, retained all Maricopa County seats and
picked up the County Recorder’s Office, which complicates
the simplistic argument that Arizona is blue. Yet Rotellini H
argued that nothing went wrong for Democrats in the election. “We killed it in early voting. That’s why
Biden had a 10 percent advantage on the night of the election,” she said. Biden still only won by three-
tenths of a percent. She said if people want to blame her for not winning more seats further down the ballot,
then that’s their business. “Politics is a blood sport and if folks have to find somebody to blame for
something, then that is what I signed up for as chair, but I can tell you that we will continue to work very
hard to flip more seats,” she said. The state party will have to do that without Rotellini in charge as she’s
already announced she won’t run again (Y5, 11/16). Rotellini then ended the call with our reporter after
being asked if the Biden or Kelly campaigns could have used their national resources or endorsements to
help down ballot candidates. “I really don’t have a comment on that. I need to get off the phone. I work for
a living and I have to take a call,” she said.

IT’S REALLY BRINGING OUT THE BEST PEOPLE

Former lawmaker Barbara Blewster joined the chorus of Republicans calling on
legislators to start a special session to conduct “an immediate recount” of the
2020 general election — a prospect that’s highly unlikely. The former lawmaker,
who has a penchant for conspiracies and racist rhetoric, is a lifelong member of
the John Birch Society. She sent a letter to House and Senate lawmakers today
calling on lawmakers to immediately begin a special session, though, of course, a
special session must be called by Ducey or by two-thirds of each chamber,
meaning it would need Democratic support. She attached to her email an
interview from Fox News’ Lou Dobbs with Sidney Powell, a right-wing attorney
who represented former National Security Adviser Mike Flynn during the Russia
probe. Powell “exposes the altered elections program of the Dominion Voting
Systems and indicates corruption of state governors and other state officials
similar to Joseph Biden in the Burisma-Ukraine case,” Blewster wrote. Calls for audits and recounts have
become commonplace among conservatives who have bought into (or propagated) baseless claims of
election fraud centering on the use of Dominion Voting Systems, a company that several states contracted
with for voting machines. House leadership has not signaled any interest in a special session on this subject.
Blewster, who represented the Dewey area in the early 2000s, had a record of racist, deeply homophobic
and anti-Semitic remarks while at the Legislature, to the point that her name still comes up as one of the
most controversial lawmakers to ever serve. Among the most frequently repeated stories of her time at the
Capitol is when she told then-Republican lawmaker Barbara Leff, who objected to holding a special session
over Passover, that she was surprised to learn Leff was Jewish “because you don’t have a big hooked nose
and you don’t act like one” (LINK).

Page 4 of 8 November 17, 2020

AZ-SEN-21-0466, 21-0473, 21-0477, 21-0480, 21-0481-B,
21-0472, 21-0476-C, 21-0465, 21-0469-D, 21-0468, 21-0640-E-000110

ARZN_REV00068442_11-17-20.pdf



YHLLOW SHEET REPORT

© BY ARIZONA CAPITOL REPORTS LLC UNLESS OTHERWISE CREDITED

NOVEMBER 17, 2020 PAGE 5

Speaker Bowers Announces House Committees and Republican Member

Assignments

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - House Speaker Rusty Bowers today announced committees, schedules, and
Republican member assignments for the 55 Legislature 1% Regular Session.
Democratic Leader-clect Reginald Bolding is expected to announce Democratic member assignments in the near

future.

MONDAY PM

Health & Human Services

Rep. Joanne Osborne (Chair)
Rep. Regina Cobb (Vice Chair)
Rep. Joseph Chaplik

Rep. Jacqueline Parker

Rep. Justin Wilmeth

Land, Agriculture & Rural Affairs
Rep. Tim Dunn (Chair)

Rep. Joel John (Vice Chair)

Rep. Brenda Barton

Rep. David Cook

Rep. Gail Griffin

Rep. Frank Pratt

Military Affairs & Public Safety
Rep. Kevin Payne (Chair)

Rep. Quang Nguyen (Vice Chair)
Rep. Walt Blackman

Rep. Judy Burges

Rep. John Fillmore

Rep. Mark Finchem

Rep. John Kavanagh

Rep. Bret Roberts

Rules

Rep. Becky Nutt (Chair)

Rep. Travis Grantham (Vice Chair)
Rep. Leo Biasiucci

Rep. Rusty Bowers

Rep. Ben Toma

TUESDAY PM

Commerce

Rep. Jeff Weninger (Chair)

Rep. Steve Kaiser (Vice Chair)
Rep. Joseph Chaplik

Rep. David Cook

Rep. Becky Nutt

Rep. Justin Wilmeth

Education

Rep. Michelle Udall (Chair)

Rep. Beverly Pingerelli (Vice Chair)
Rep. Joel John

Rep. Quang Nguyen

Rep. Frank Pratt

Rep. Bret Roberts
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Natural Resources, Energy & Water
Rep. Gail Griffin (Chair)

Rep. Judy Burges (Vice Chair)
Rep. Frank Carroll

Rep. Tim Dunn

Rep. Mark Finchem

Rep. Jacqueline Parker
WEDNESDAY AM
Government & Elections

Rep. John Kavanagh (Chair)
Rep. Jake Hoffman (Vice Chair)
Rep. Judy Burges

Rep. Frank Carroll

Rep. John Fillmore

Rep. Kevin Payne

Rep. Jeff Weninger

Judiciary

Rep. Frank Pratt (Chair)

Rep. Jacqueline Parker (Vice Chair)
Rep. Walt Blackman

Rep. Mark Finchem

Rep. Quang Nguyen

Rep. Beverly Pingerelli

Ways & Means

Rep. Shawnna Bolick (Chair)
Rep. Brenda Barton (Vice Chair)
Rep. Regina Cobb

Rep. Tim Dunn

Rep. Travis Grantham

Rep. Steve Kaiser
WEDNESDAY PM
Appropriations

Rep. Regina Cobb (Chair)

Rep. John Kavanagh (Vice Chair)
Rep. Jake Hoffman

Rep. Steve Kaiser

Rep. Quang Nguyen

Rep. Becky Nutt

Rep. Joanne Osborne

Rep. Michelle Udall

Criminal Justice Reform

Rep. Walt Blackman (Chair)
Rep. Shawnna Bolick (Vice Chair)
Rep. Joel John

Rep. Bret Roberts

Rep. Ben Toma

Transportation

Rep. Frank Carroll (Chair)

Rep. Justin Wilmeth (Vice Chair)
Rep. Brenda Barton

Rep. Leo Biasiucci

Rep. David Cook

Rep. Kevin Payne

Rep. Frank Pratt

AS NECESSARY
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Ethics

Rep. Becky Nutt (Chair)
Rep. Frank Pratt (Vice Chair)
Rep. Jacqueline Parker

Former School District Secretary Indicted for Allegedly Stealing School

District Funds

JOSEPH CITY, AZ --- Attorney General Mark Brnovich announced that based upon an investigation performed by
the Office of the Auditor General, a State Grand Jury indicted Tonnie Rac Pugh, a former attendance secretary for the
Joseph City Unified School District. Pugh is accused of stealing $40,436 in District funds.

Joseph City Unified School District is one of 11 public schools in Navajo County and provides public education from
preschool to grade 12 and serves approximately 412 students. In addition to her duties as attendance secretary, Pugh
was also responsible for depositing funds raised through student activities such as club fundraisers and those raised by
auxiliary operations like athletic event ticket sales. It is alleged that between July of 2011 and January of 2018, Pugh
used her position to take cash payments she collected from faculty, students, and parents for her own personal use.
Pugh was indicted on charges of Fraudulent Schemes and Artifices, Violation of Duties of a Custodian of Public
Monies, and Theft.

All defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Assistant Attorney General Mary Harriss is prosecuting this case.

No booking photograph is available.

Copy of Indictment

Arizona Auditor General Special Investigation Report

Congressman Biggs Applauds Continued Withdrawal of American
Troops from Middle East

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today, U.S. Department of Defense Acting Secretary Christopher Miller announced that the
Trump administration would continue to withdraw American troops from Afghanistan and Iraq. According to the
acting secretary, there would be 2,500 troops left in both Afghanistan and Iraq by January 15, 2021. Congressman
Biggs issued the following statement:

“Today is a great day for our nation and for the men and women who serve in our military. For almost two decades,
American troops have occupied Afghanistan and Iraq — at great cost to our nation both in lives and in dollars. Our
men and women in uniform deserve to fight constitutionally sanctioned wars where American interests are on the line.
American servicemembers have fought valiantly in the Middle Fast, but the current stage of these conflicts can no
longer justify the tremendous sacrifices made by our troops stationed in Afghanistan and Iraq.

“Since taking office, President Trump has kept his promises to withdraw our troops from the Middle Fast and to stop
America’s involvement in endless wars. President Trump understands that our troops should only be used to defend
American interests where there is an immediate or ongoing threat to our citizens or allies. And President Trump
knows that our propensity for endless wars has bankrupted our grandchildren’s financial futures. I am grateful for the
president’s courage and commitment to his promises, and I look forward to the return of our troops.”

Last week, Congressman Biggs sent a letter to President Trump, asking him to continue to strategically draw down
our nation’s military presence in Afghanistan and Iraq.
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“They came to her, and with heavy-handed
‘\ T tactics, pressured her into relinquishing her
L’ , duties.”

: DACI ” - Van DiCarlo, former executive director of
Maricopa County Republican Party, on the
Trump campaign’s attempt to take over party

duties from former Chairwoman Rae Chornenky
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About Contact
Wake Up Call November 18, 2020

GOP county chairs urge Ducey to call special session

Capitol Media Services

Top officials of the 15 Republican county committees want a special session — and soon — to order an audit of the
machinery used to count ballots.

Flagstaff mental health specialists partner to respond to crisis 911 calls

Arizona Daily Sun

Local law enforcement agencies are now relying on mental health professionals to manage mental health calls as opposed to
officers.

ACLU, Activist Groups Denounce Prosecutions of Anti Police Brutality Protesters

Phoenix New Times

The American Civil Liberties Union of Arizona and a host of other local organizations on Tuesday denounced the
prosecutions of Phoenix anti-police-brutality protesters, including the controversial move to hit one group of protesters with
gang charges.

House Republicans Appoint Disinfo Boss to Help Lead Elections Committee

Phoenix New Times

Deceptive political campaigns were enough for Facebook to ban newly elected Arizona State Representative Jake Hoffman's
digital marketing firm from its service and for Twitter to permanently suspend his personal account. However, they do not
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seem to have been enough to stop House Republicans from appointing the Queen Creek Republican as second-in-command of
a committee that oversees Arizona elections.

Maricopa County vendor Dominion Voting Systems at center of false conspiracies

Arizona Mirror

For the past decade, Maricopa County has used ballot counting machines and election software from Dominion Voting
Systems, a company at the center of unfounded conspiracy theories alleging Democrats stole the 2020 election for former
Vice President Joe Biden.

Several counties didn’t hand count ballots because political parties didn’t participate

Arizona Mirror

Several counties didn’t conduct post-election hand counts of ballots because one or more of Arizona’s political parties
declined to participate.

Graham says he also spoke to officials in Arizona, Nevada about election
Politico
Georgia’s secretary of state has accused the South Carolina senator of pressuring him to toss out legally mailed ballots.

Hate crime is on the rise in Arizona and we're not prepared to fight it
Arizona Republic (Opinion, EJ Montini)
It's difficult to know the extent of the problem without a clearly worded law and accurate accounting.

An Arizona utility regulator calls for a 25% ... cut in APS rates? Am I dreaming?
Arizona Republic (Opinion, Laurie Roberts)
It appears that Arizona's utility regulators may be, at long last, ready to actually regulate Arizona Public Service.

Top Maricopa County official defends the county election (and shocker, he's a Republican)
Arizona Republic (Opinion, Laurie Roberts)
How refreshing to see a Republican elected official in Arizona launch a fact-based defense of Maricopa County's election.

If Republicans want to win, they must move beyvond Trump. Can they?
Arizona Republic (Opinion, Robert Robb)
Will the Republican base remain personally loyal to Trump, or accept a less alienating way of making the same points?

Do vour darn _job, Gov. Doug Ducey, and issue a statewide mask mandate to ficht COVID-19

Arizona Republic (Opinion, Elvia Diaz)

Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey may not have the guts to issue a statewide mask mandate, even as COVID-19 cases surge, but we
have the right to demand he do his job.

Joe Biden has picked a Latina for a top job. He should also consider these Arizona Latinos

Arizona Republic (Opinion, Elvia Diaz)

Joe Biden has picked Julie Chavez Rodriguez, the granddaughter of the late César Chavez, to a top job. Here are some
Arizona names he should consider, too.

This Election, Latinos Sent a Warning Sign to Democrats

New York Times (Opinion, Marisa Franco)
In the past, Latinos have reliably voted Democratic in the Rio Grande Valley and Miami-Dade County. So what happened this
year?
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THERE’S THE DOUG WE KNOW AND LOVE

Ducey today continued to refuse to accept the results of the election in
Arizona and refused to condemn the conspiracies that Trump and other
Republicans have spread.

MEANWHILE AT KATIE’S HOUSE
Armed protesters went to Hobbs’ home last night to chant “we are
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watching you” and shout expletives after Parler users doxed her and
she started receiving death threats.

AMERICA IN 2020

Hoffman also received threats this year after lawmakers like Bowers
and S Allen accused her of promoting radical sexualization of children
which snowballed into a full-blown internet conspiracy that she is a
pedophile.

GRACE, EVEN IN THE FACE OF DEFEAT

After news outlets started calling Arizona for Biden, Senate Republicans
sought to find a legal mechanism to give the state’s electoral votes to
Trump.

HINDSIGHT IN 2020

Even if lawmakers had been able to appoint their own electors, those
electors would be bound to vote for Biden — and Republicans have Kern
to thank for that.

EVERY LAWMAKER SEES A CONGRESSMAN IN THE MIRROR
Quezada, who will be termed out of the Senate in 2022, is once again
hinting that he’ll run for a higher office.

EVERYONE IS CAUTIOUSLY OPTIMISTIC THIS TIME OF YEAR

A new criminal justice committee in the House and the retirement of a
formidable foe in the Senate have criminal justice advocates cautiously
optimistic that 2021 will finally be the year they get reform measures
passed into law.

PUTTING PROGRESSIVE HOPES ON KAREN

Progressive lobbyist Marilyn Rodriguez took a rosy view of the ability to
pass criminal justice bills out of the Legislature, noting that, a few
powerful detractors aside, both the House and the Senate have been
fairly supportive in recent years.

AZ-SEN-21-0466, 21-0473, 21-0477, 21-0480, 21-0481-B,
21-0472, 21-0476-C, 21-0465, 21-0469-D, 21-0468, 21-0640-E-000118

ARZN_REV00068444_FW In Today's Yellow Sheet.htm



YELLOW SHEET REPORT

i © by Arizona Capitol Reports, LLC unless otherwise credited. All rights reserved. Wednesday, November 18, 2020

THERE’S THE DOUG WE KNOW AND LOVE

Ducey today continued to refuse to accept the results of the election in
Arizona and refused to condemn the conspiracies that Trump and other
Republicans have spread. In his first conference in three tumultuous
weeks — during which the president has claimed Arizona’s vote was
stolen and his supporters have flooded the Maricopa County ¢lections
office and made death threats on Hobbs — Ducey steadfastly refused to
say that the conspiracies Trump and other Republicans are pushing are,
indeed, conspiracies. He instead argued that there are legal challenges
pending in the presidential race, and he’ll respect the will of the voters
after those play out. In fact, there’s only one ongoing legal challenge
from the president — it’s a question of whether Maricopa County should
audit 2 percent of vote centers (as it already has done — no discrepancies i
were found) or two percent of precincts. Though Trump has frequently taken to TW1tter to spread debunked
conspiracies about Arizona — including SharpieGate and a debunked conspiracy about Dominion voting
software — the president has not gone to court to claim fraud. In fact, when his lawyer, Kory Langhofer,
was directly asked if the president was alleging fraud in a lawsuit about roughly 200 overvotes, he said no
(LINK). Multiple Republican elected officials have debunked the SharpieGate conspiracy and Trump’s
own Cyber and Infrastructure Security Agency has debunked the Dominion conspiracy (LINK). While he
attempted to straddle the line of saying he believes Arizona’s election system is robust, Ducey refused to
say he believed Arizona’s election was fraud-free, and instead repeatedly attempted to misleadingly say
Trump is contesting Arizona’s election in court. “We are going to let the legal process play out,” he said.

MEANWHILE AT KATIE’S HOUSE

Armed protesters went to Hobbs” home last night to chant “we are watching you™ and shout expletives after
Parler users doxed her and she started receiving death threats. The secretary of state was working late when
she got a call from her husband saying protesters were at their house and that at least one was armed, she
told our reporter. A neighbor called the non-emergency police line, and police showed up and cleared out
the crowd from her condo complex, she said. Phoenix Police Chief Jeri Williams called to say she wants to
put cameras in her condo complex, and the Dept of Public Safety has been monitoring Parler since activists
released her home address (¥S. 11/16). The harassment has also spread to her husband’s work, she said,
and his office is now receiving threatening calls attempting to get him fired. In a statement today, Hobbs
shamed Republican leaders who have promoted election conspiracies or silently allowed them to spread.
The statement didn’t mention the protests at her home, but said she was prepared for attacks. “I have been a
social worker for many years and can anticipate this reaction when certain people feel powerless and
angry,” she wrote, adding that the intimidation tactics won’t stop her from doing her job. In the statement,
she blasted the president and other elected officials who are perpetuating misinformation and casting doubt
on the election results “in a manner that violates the oath of office they took.” And she specifically called
out Ducey. “Now, I am calling on other leaders in this state, including the govermor whose deafening
silence has contributed to the growing unrest, to stand up for the truth,” she wrote. When asked directly
today, Ducey condemned the threats, but refused to push back on the election conspiracies. Hobbs was not
satisfied. “We would like him to denounce the threats and stand up for the integrity of our elections,” she
told our reporter via text.
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AMERICA IN 2020

Hoffman also received threats this year after lawmakers
like Bowers and S Allen accused her of promoting radical
sexualization of children (¥ S, 9/19/19) which snowballed
into a full-blown internet conspiracy that she is a
pedophile (Y, 8/10). Some of them were thinly veiled
death threats saying they know where she lives and
works, and are watching her. She told our reporter the
threats and misinformation over her support for
comprehensive sexual education in schools took a toll on
her, and made her question whether politics in this era is a
safe profession, especially for women, who regularly
receive far more vitriolic rhetoric online than their male
counterparts do. “I've always felt strongly about
encouraging young women to run for office and be
leaders of their communities,” she said. “And in this year,
in particular, I have really questioned if I should continue
to do that, because I can’t say with certainty that this is a
safe career choice.” While she still plans to seek a second
term in 2022, the death threats and barrage of online harassment also forced her to think about whether she
wants to continue being an elected leader. “I worry about my own safety and have asked myself “is it worth
it?” because I was in Tucson when Gabby Giffords was shot and that is the true reality of politics,” she told
our reporter. Hoffman blames the escalation on Republican lawmakers who started spreading the baseless
conspiracy, and said she only heard from two Republicans after the threats poured in — Andy Tobin, the
Dept of Administration director, and Lisa Graham Keegan, the former Superintendent of Public Instruction.
“Definitely no Governor Ducey,” she said. “People in elected office should stand up for each other, even
when we represent different parties. We have to earn public trust on a daily basis and if we’re spreading
misinformation, or remaining silent when these types of things come out, it gives the appearance of
condoning the behavior,” she said.

GRACE, EVEN IN THE FACE OF DEFEAT

After news outlets started calling Arizona for Biden, Senate
Republicans sought to find a legal mechanism to give the state’s
clectoral votes to Trump. Fann requested a legal opinion from
Legislative Council about whether lawmakers could change how
presidential electors are selected. In a Nov 6 response, first
discovered by the Republic’s Maria Polletta (LINK), a copy of

which our reporter obtained today, general counsel Ken Behringer
| explained that such a move is impossible. The US Constitution
allows states leeway in how they choose presidential electors —
Legislatures can pick them, voters can pick them or states can pass
other laws, like the Arizona law that requires chairs of state parties
to pick electors for their party’s candidate. But Congress, not the states, has authority over when ¢lectors
must be appointed, and Congress has set that date on the same day as election day. Nothing prevents the
Legislature from changing state law moving forward to give lawmakers the authority to choose presidential
electors for the 2024 election, but they can’t retroactively appoint electors. “The legislature cannot change
the 2020 eclection results through changing the statutory selection process for presidential electors,”
Behringer wrote.
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HINDSIGHT IN 2020

Even if lawmakers had been able to appoint their own
electors, those electors would be bound to vote for Biden
— and Republicans have Kem to thank for that. His Laws
2017, Chapter 94 (H2302: clectoral college; clectors;
violation; classification) requires all presidential electors
to cast their Electoral College votes for the candidate
who receives the most votes in Arizona. If an elector
votes for anyone ¢lse, they’re no longer allowed to be a
presidential elector, their vote doesn’t count and the
chairperson of the political party that picked the elector
must choose a new one. Kern initially planned to make
that a Class 3 felony, with a sentence of 3.5 years in
prison and a $150,000 fine. He was responding to a 2016
push from Democrats to keep Trump from being seated
by preventing him from gaining 270 electoral votes. Ten
“faithless electors™ attempted to vote for candidates they
weren’t pledged to in 2016, but three were stymied by their states” faithless elector laws. Hillary Clinton
took more damage than Trump: three Washington electors pledged to her instead cast their ballots for
former Republican Secretary of State Colin Powell, one Washington elector voted for Native American
activist Faith Spotted Eagle and one Hawaii elector voted for Bernie Sanders. Trump lost two e¢lectoral
votes in Texas as electors opted for John Kasich and Ron Paul. Prior to 2016, only two people had been
faithless electors in the past 25 years. An elector from DC pledged to Al Gore and Joseph Lieberman in
2000 left her ballot blank to protest the district’s lack of congressional representation, and a 2004
Minnesota elector pledged to John Kerry voted for “John Ewards” — a misspelling of Kerry’s running
mate’s name — in an apparent accident.

EVERY LAWMAKER SEES A CONGRESSMAN IN THE MIRROR

Quezada, who will be termed out of the Senate in 2022,
is once again hinting that he’ll run for a higher office. On
Sunday, he shared a tweet from someone who wanted
him to run for a statewide office with a reminder that he’s
out of the Senate in 2022 and a GIF of Robert Downey
Jr. suggestively saying “maybe” (LINK). Quezada first
hinted that he would run for Congress in CD7 if Gallego
ran for Senate (Y5, 1/31/19), but sought a final state
Senate term instead after Gallego decided against
running. Earlier this year, he told our reporter he would
think about running in 2022 if the 10th Congressional District ends up in Glendale (YS. 1/2). While
Quezada is the most vocal about his 2022 plans, he’s far from the only returning lawmaker who will need
to find a new job after 2022. Contreras is also term-limited in the Senate, while Andrade, Bolding, Bowers,
Cobb, Espinoza, Fernandez, Finchem, Friese and Weninger won’t be able to seek another term in the
House. Cobb previously told our reporter she’s thinking about a Congressional run in 2022, provided that
wouldn’t entail running a primary campaign against Gosar (Y S. 9/16/19). Thoughts of swapping roles with
scatmates in the other chamber are mostly on hold until the Independent Redistricting Commission draws
its new maps, as no one can know what their new legislative district will look like.
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EVERYONE IS CAUTIOUSLY OPTIMISTIC THIS TIME OF YEAR

A new criminal justice committee in the House and the
retirement of a formidable foe in the Senate have criminal
justice advocates cautiously optimistic that 2021 will
finally be the year they get reform measures passed into
law. Bowers this moming announced that he was restoring
a criminal justice reform committee that was first created
for former lawmaker David Stringer in 2019, then
cancelled after revelations that Stringer had been charged
for child molestation in the early 1980s. Blackman took up
the mantle as the chief Republican working on criminal
justice reform and will lead the new committee. Caroline
Isaacs, program director for the American Friends Service
Committee, told our reporter she wants to see proof that
the committee will lead to new laws, and not just serve as a rerun of the ad hoc sentencing reform
committee Blackman chaired in 2019 with largely the same group of members that didn’t get anything
concrete accomplished. “My fear is that this is a gesture on the part of leadership, it will be where good
ideas go to die so the Legislature can claim that it is addressing criminal justice without actually putting any
skin in the game,” she said. “My hope is that the opposite is true.” Isaacs said she hopes momentum around
the Second Chances, Rehabilitation, and Public Safety act, a ballot initiative that ultimately didn’t make the
ballot because of legal challenges, will make Republican leaders realize they have to either pass substantial
criminal justice reform measures now or face another ballot initiative in two vears. In the upper chamber, E
Farmsworth’s has always swiftly killed any significant attempt to reform criminal justice. But Petersen will
replace him as Senate Judiciary Committee chair and his vice chair will be Wendy Rogers, whose criminal
Justice policy priorities include harsher penalties for anyone who defaces monuments and punishments for
cities that cut their police budgets (Y5, 10/14).

PUTTING PROGRESSIVE HOPES ON KAREN

Progressive lobbyist Marilyn Rodriguez took a rosy view of the ability
to pass criminal justice bills out of the Legislature, noting that, a few
powerful detractors aside, both the House and the Senate have been
fairly supportive in recent years. It sometimes took legislative
maneuvers to get bills around obstacles like Farnsworth, but measures
that have made it to the floor — such as Mesnard and Toma’s 2019
S1334 (sentencing; repetitive offenders) — pass with overwhelming
L3t il pida i LT il bipartisan support. Rodriguez said she’s particularly thrilled that Toma
it L L L LU and Fann, who have been vocal supporters of criminal justice reform,
are in leadership and well positioned to talk to Ducey about supporting those bills. “I'm hoping they’re
going to open up those conversations with him because they’re kind of our best hope. Weirdly, from the
perspective of a progressive given the landscape, that is the best possible outcome we could have hoped
for,” she said.
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Secretary Hobbs: ‘I was prepared for these threats of violence and vitriol’

Arizona Secretary of State Katic Hobbs released this statement in response to ongoing and escalating threats of
violence directed at her family and her office:

“The truth is, I was prepared for these threats of violence and vitriol. I have been a social worker for many years and
can anticipate this reaction when certain people feel powerless and angry. These actions are utterly abhorrent,
especially when directed at my family and my staff. They are a symptom of a deeper problem in our state and country
— the consistent and systematic undermining of trust in each other and our democratic process. Arizonans deserve to
know that elections are safe and secure.

“This does not excuse the perpetrators. Their continued intimidation tactics will not prevent me from performing the
duties I swore an oath to do. Our democracy is tested constantly, it continues to prevail, and it will not falter under my
watch.

“But there are those, including the president, members of Congress and other elected officials, who are perpetuating
misinformation and are encouraging others to distrust the election results in a manner that violates the oath of office
they took. It is well past time that they stop. Their words and actions have consequences.

“Now, I am calling on other leaders in this state, including the governor whose deafening silence has contributed to
the growing unrest, to stand up for the truth. When facing unimaginable challenges this election year, Arizonans
stepped up. More people are registered to vote in our state than ever before, election participation has been at historic
highs, thousands answered the call to work at voting locations during a pandemic, and people made their voices heard.
“This should be a time for thanking voters and election workers for their incredible commitment during unprecedented
challenges. In that spirit, I offer my gratitude and express my admiration for the Arizonans who inspire trust in our
democracy.”

Dear Maricopa County voters,

Members of the Board of Supervisors continue to hear from government leaders and the public about the integrity of
Maricopa County e¢lections. We want to assure you that proper steps have been taken to ensure a full and accurate
count of all votes.

Here are the facts:

+ The evidence overwhelmingly shows the system used in Maricopa County is accurate and provided voters with
a reliable election. On Election Day, fewer than 200 ballots had an over vote on the presidential race out of
more than 167,000 ballots cast.

+ The Dominion tabulation equipment was vetted by a bipartisan, “Equipment Certification Advisory
Committee” before the contract was finalized. As required by law (A.R.S 16-442), the committee tested the
functionality and accuracy of tabulation equipment before it was used in any Arizona elections.

+ The Dominion tabulation equipment met mandatory requirements during logic and accuracy testing before the
Presidential Preference Election, the Primary Election and the General Election. And after each of these 2020
elections, the hand count audit showed the machines generated an accurate count. (See Fact Page)

+ Last week, the Elections Department conducted the mandatory hand count of Election Day ballots from two
percent of vote centers and 1 percent of Early Ballots as required by Arizona law and it yielded a 100 percent
match to the results produced by the tabulation equipment. All three political parties participated in the hand
count audit. This is a statistically significant sample of thousands of votes, which would have caught
irregularities.

» There are triggers in Arizona law to require another hand count or even a recount in the case of a close contest.
None of those thresholds have been met during the 2020 General Election.

More than 2 million ballots were cast in Maricopa County and there is no evidence of fraud or misconduct or
malfunction. Board members listened to and considered many theories about the election results. We asked, and
continue to ask critical questions of County staff and none of these theories have proven true or raised the possibility
the outcome of the election would be different.
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The Board is required to canvass the election by November 23, 2020 (A R.S 16-642). It is time to dial back the
rhetoric, rumors, and false claims. I appreciate the efforts of our elections staff who worked tirelessly to run this
election during a pandemic. No matter how you voted, this election was administered with integrity, transparency and
in accordance with state laws.

Thank you,

Clint Hickman

Chairman, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors

Arizona School Safety Task Force Releases Final Report and Model
School Safety Plan

PHOENIX, AZ — After over one year of work, the School Safety Task Force, as convened by the Arizona
Department of Education, is proud today to release their final report and model school safety plan. Despite the efforts
of students involved with the Arizona chapter of March for Our Lives to pass House Bill 2597 in the 2019 legislature,
the bill failed to pass. However, lack of legislative action did not end the students’ vision for school safety. Instead,
Superintendent of Public Instruction Kathy Hoffman partnered with March for Our Lives to create the first-ever
statewide School Safety Task Force; a multi-disciplinary group convened to reframe school safety as a multi-pronged
approach to safety, health and violence.
“As an educator, I've consistently seen the value and importance of listening to our students and bringing their voices
into decision making,” said Superintendent Hoffman. “T encourage all to read this report than reflect on the ways that
student voices can be elevated into your conversations about school climate and safety, so that all students can feel a
sense of safety and belonging on our campuses.”
“By creating this School Safety manual, it is our hope that all school districts in Arizona will have more direction and
equal access to resources that will equate to an emotionally safe campus for all students,” said Julie Kent-Partridge,
MSW, CSSW at Washington Elementary School District, “Our students are the future leaders of America and keeping
them emotionally safe while they are in public education so they can access academics was the ultimate goal of this
task force. Our team worked hard and was amazing — I feel blessed to be part of this experience!”
One major goal of the School Safety Task Force was to create an outline of recommended legislative changes. The
following ideas should be considered by lawmakers in the 2021 legislative session:

Provide sustainable funding for the ADE to provide ongoing training on the determinants of the model school
safety plan.

Repeal legislation prohibiting statewide collection of school disciplinary data.

Provide sustainable funding for the ADE for a full-time position to establish a vetting process for resources and
to create and keep current a clearinghouse of resources on its website.

Provide sustainable funding to create and implement a statewide tip line for public and charter schools.
Addmonally, students made recommendations to both lawmakers and school leaders, including:

Providing funds for mental health programs and positions, like mental health counselors and social workers

School leaders and educators should come from and reflect the school community

Implement restorative justice programs and centers in schools

Implement culturally sensitive and anti-racist curriculum

Consider alternatives to negative reinforcement systems (i.¢. detention and suspension)
“We are very excited and grateful to have had the opportunity to work with the Department of Education and
Superintendent Hoffman over the last year,” said Maya Zuckerberg, Political Co-Director of March for Our Lives
Arizona. “The work and research done on this committee will undoubtedly prove to help keep our students and school
communities safe, and ensure that as a state, we really are putting student’s wellbeing first.”
Since launching the School Safety Task Force, our communities have gone through so much, including the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic and nationwide protests for racial justice. These two events influenced the work of the Task
Force because of their transformative effect on our students and schools. Read the Final Report and Model School
Safety Plan here: https:/iwww.azed.gov/wellness/school-safety-task-force
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LD6 State Representative Walt Blackman Calls for Election Audit State
Wide

Phoenix, AZ- November 16, 2020- LD6 State House Representative Walt Blackman sent a letter to Arizona’s
Auditor General’s Office requesting a comprehensive audit of every precinct in every county in the state of Arizona
concerning the 2020 presidential election as well as other statewide elections.

“A comprehensive audit is common sense. It’s important that we audit our vote counts to ensure that we have
integrity in our elections. If we have a small discrepancy with even one voting machine it could drastically change the
outcome of an clection. At minimum, we need to have the Auditor General’s office take a look at what is out there
and what was potentially affected by the use of Dominion Voting Machines and the software that was used.

By not looking into the potential of voter fraud in our state, we are neglecting to do our jobs as representatives and
leaders of the people.  If there’s nothing wrong, then everyone can be certain we had a good election. Unless this
audit happens, there will always be doubt in the minds of the electorate of whether our elections are fair or not. The
least we can do is do nothing.”

Representative Blackman is particularly interested in information regarding the voting machines and what software
that was used in each precinct.

Media Advisory: Post Election Logic and Accuracy Test on Nov. 18
November 17, 2020 (Phoenix) — The Maricopa County Elections Department is conducting a post-clection logic and
accuracy test for the General Election on Wednesday, November 18 at 10 a.m.

Logic and accuracy tests are open to the public and performed before and after every election to verify the accuracy of
the county’s tabulation equipment and accessible voting devices.

When: Wednesday, November 18 at 10 am.

Where: The public can view the test during the live stream at Maricopa. Vote.

Media Information: Media may record the test through the viewing window at the Elections Department at 510 S.
3rd Ave. in Phoenix. Masks and temperature checks are required.

About the test: A post-clection logic and accuracy (L& A) test of tabulation equipment is standard practice in
Maricopa County and required by law.

Using the same test ballots, the Elections Department compares the results of the pre- and post-clection L&A to
ensure no changes were made to any software throughout the election. It is the final step to verify the accuracy of
election results.

The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors and the Elections Department have invited the Arizona Secretary of
State’s Office to also conduct a post L&A of Maricopa County tabulation equipment. This added test will provide
another independent evaluation of the equipment used to tabulate and report results for the November 3, 2020 General
Election.

The county invited representatives of all three political parties to attend this test.

About 2020 General Election: More than 2 million Maricopa County voters participated in the General Election, an
80.51% turnout of the nearly 2.6 million eligible voters.

See results herg.

Read voting equipment facts here.

Indigenous Lawmakers, County Supervisors Propose Partnership to Push

Native & Rural Priorities

PHOENIX - Rep. Arlando Teller and Coconino County Board of Supervisors Vice-Chair Lena Fowler are calling for
the Arizona Legislature’s Indigenous Peoples Caucus to work cooperatively with the Indigenous Elected County
Supervisors — led by Fowler — to better address infrastructure needs, education, water and response for COVID-19 in
tribal and rural communities.

Fowler has long had a vision for a unified local, state and federal voice representing and advocating for Tribal and
rural communities. Now Teller is working with her to make it happen, beginning in Arizona.
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“People need to know were talking about collaboration and partnership — it takes a lot of organization to band
together to get things done,” Fowler said. “This also helps rural Arizona and other rural communities. Pretty much all
native representatives serve rural communities, and rural and native issues are pretty much aligned. It’s healthcare,
water, infrastructure, broadband, the need for better education, it’s all there.”

Currently Fowler is the President of the National Association of Native County Leaders and Allies, a group of about a
dozen Indigenous county supervisors, mostly from the Southwest and Hawaii, but sees much room for growth and
formal organization. Teller said he will work with his fellow six-member Indigenous Peoples Caucus chaired by Sen.
Sally Ann Gonzales, D-Tucson, to formalize a relationship with Fowler’s organization.

“Supervisor Fowler and I both agree that the Indigenous People’s Caucus and the Indigenous County Supervisors
need to do a better job in working closely together in voicing issues and concerns in the communities they serve,” said
Teller, D-Chinle. “The ultimate goal is to bring in Indigenous Congressional members like Deb Haaland in New
Mexico and Sharice Davids in Kansas to meet with us and build that bridge. This effort will help better issues like
pandemic relief, transportation, public safety and economic development.”

ADVISORY:: Mark Kelly to Join Transition Team, State Leaders for
COVID-19 Briefing

This Thursday, U.S. Senator-clect Mark Kelly will be joined by members of his transition team and Arizona public
health experts to discuss the impact of COVID-19 on Arizonans and our economy and talk about how Mark can work
with local leaders to ensure communities get the resources they need in this crisis.
Last week, Sen.-elect Kelly announced the formation of a bipartisan transition feam that consists of a broad coalition
of leaders from across the state with expertise on key issues such as defense, business, water, education, public health,
tribal communities, veterans, labor, and border communities.
On the campaign trail, Kelly consistently_called on Republicans and Democrats in Washington to pass a bipartisan
coronavirus relief bill. He held numerous virtual roundtable conversations to bring attention to the pressing need for
extending uncmployvment benefits, better access to health care for s¢niors, and funding workforce development
programs to help Arizona workers get through this pandemic.
Please let me know if you’re able to join so that you can receive the Zoom info or if you’re unable to but would like to
receive b-roll and stills.
Details
COVID-19 Briefing with Mark Kelly
WHEN: Thursday, November 19, 2020 at 10:00 am. AZ
WHAT: Virtual COVID-19 briefing with Mark Kelly, transition team, and Arizona leaders.
WHO:

e Mark Kelly, U.S. Senator-elect

e Dr. Joe Gerald, Associate Professor and Program Director, Public Health Policy & Management at
University of Arizona
Ann-Marie Alameddin, President & CEO of AZHHA
Coral Evans, Mayor of Flagstaff
Neil Giuliano, President/CEO Greater Phoenix Leadership
Maj. Gen. (Ret.) Ted Maxwell, President & CEO, Southern Arizona Leadership Council
Luis Heredia, Executive Director of Arizona Education Association

¢ Tom Belshe, Executive Director League of Arizona Cities and Towns
Press must RSVP to arkkelly.com.

House Passes Stanton-Backed Bill to Provide Emergency Relief to Tribal

Nations After Inaction by Trump Administration
PHOENIX— The U.S. House of Representatives today passed a bill cosponsored by Rep. Greg Stanton that will
significantly help tribal nations with the financial burden of fighting COVID-19.
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The FEMA Assistance Relief Act of 2020, H.R. 8266, cases COVID-19-related financial burdens on state, local, and
tribal governments by increasing the federal cost share of FEMA assistance from 75 to 100 percent.

Stanton repeatedly pushed for the cost share adjustment in the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
and was an original cosponsor of the bill after the Trump Administration refused to take action on the issue.

In April, Stanton and more than 175 of his House colleagues grged the Trump Administration to eliminate the non-
Federal cost share, noting the severity and magnitude of the crisis. Stanton also gchoed Navajo Nation President
Jonathan Nez’s request that the Administration waive the local cost share to help the Nation fight the pandemic, which
the administration had the authority to do on its own without congressional approval. Stanton’s request went ignored
by the White House.

“Tribal communities, including the Navajo Nation, have been among the hardest hit by COVID-19. As cases surge to
record levels across the country, the federal government has a duty to leverage the full weight of its resources to help
tribal communities battle this pandemic,” Stanton said. “After months of inaction by this administration, I’'m proud the
House has taken this long-overdue step and I hope the Senate acts swiftly to pass this life-saving legislation.”

The bill now heads to the Senate.

Full text of the bill is available here.

McSally to Deliver Final Floor Speech

U.S. SENATE - TODAY, U.S. Senator Martha McSally (R-AZ) will speak on the Senate floor for the final time to
commemorate her work in the upper chamber.

Her speech will start at approximately 1:45pm AZ/3:45pm ET.

Watch HERE.

“I was in Tucson when Gabby Giffords was shot

OTE and that is the true reality of politics.”

, -~ - Hoffman, on the danger politicians face and
i L’j\} - her own experiences with threats and
conspiracies
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Ducey: Threats against Hobbs ‘unacceptable’

Capitol Media Services

Gov. Doug Ducey said Wednesday he has seen no evidence of “widespread fraud or irregularity” in the conduct of the
Arizona election.

School task force offers ways to prevent violence

Capitol Media Services

Arizona schools need everything from tip lines to alternatives to detention if they want to promote a safe environment and
reduce violence, according to a new report released November 18.

Ducey vetoes statewide mask mandate

Capitol Media Services

Gov. Doug Ducey refused Wednesday to impose new restrictions or mandates on individuals even as his own health chief
warned of an increasing number of Arizonans becoming infected with COVID-19.

Hospitals across Tucson restrict hospital visits as COVID-19 cases rise
Arizona Daily Sun
The increase in the spread of COVID-19 is causing Tucson-area hospitals to restrict visitation again.

Arizona GOP pressures counties to delay vote certification
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Associated Press

The Arizona Republican Party is pressuring county officials across the state to delay their certification of election results —
even though there hasn’t been any evidence of legitimate questions about the vote tally showing that Democrat Joe Biden won
the state's presidential contest.

Pinal voter record turnout 75% as results approved; county elections director leaving
Flovence Reminder & Blade Tribune
The Pinal County Board of Supervisors approved the official results of the Nov. 3 General Election Wednesday.

Border travel restrictions extended for ninth month

Nogales International

The restrictions are now set to remain in place through Dec. 21, the Mexican Secretary of Foreign Relations (SRE) said in a
tweet on Wednesday afternoon.

Payson requires masks again
Payson Roundup
As of Wednesday, Nv. 18, the Town of Payson has reinstated a mask mandate.

Border Officials Are Seeing a "Huge Spike' in People Smuggling Drugs With Their Bodies
Phoenix New Times
The jig was up for the man and two women smuggling drugs in a gold Lexus.

Maricopa County Board Chair Finds 'No Evidence' of Election Fraud

Phoenix New Times

With the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors expected to soon certify the November election results, Republican Board
Chair Clint Hickman says that there is "no evidence of fraud or misconduct or malfunction.”

Ducey Dodges on Election Lawsuits, Mask Mandate

Phoenix New Times

In his first press conference since Election Day, Governor Doug Ducey took no decisive action on the COVID-19 surge
running rampant in the state, but emboldened Trump supporters seeking to discredit election results with baseless conspiracy
theories.

AZGOP lawsuit over election audit, voting centers, faces a skeptical judge

Arizona Mirror

An attorney for the Arizona Republican Party struggled to explain to a skeptical judge on Wednesday why Maricopa County
should be forced to re-audit ballots cast at polling places earlier this month.

Arizona secretary of state calls on Trump, members of Congress to stop 'perpetuating misinformation’

The Hill

The top elections official in Arizona called on President Trump and members of Congress on Wednesday to stop
“perpetuating misinformation” as she faces threats of violence following this month's election, the first time Arizona has
voted for a Democratic presidential nominee since 1996.

Maskless photos overshadow McSally’s Senate farewell speech
Roll Call
Outgoing senator and staffers gathered under the Battle of Lake Erie painting.

Arizona Secretary of State Katie Hobbs answers cowardly threats to her with conscience

Arizona Republic (Opinion, EJ Montini)

Democracy is faltering under the watch of the president and those elected Republican officials who are bolstering his
paranoid, destructive behavior.

Arizona is in COVID-19 crisis and Gov. Doug Ducey fails to show up, even when he shows up
Arizona Republic (Opinion, EJ Montini)
The governor, who has been in a kind of self-imposed witness protection program, emerged to do ... not much of anything.

Trump fires an expert for calling the election secure, and not a peep from Arizona? Pathetic
Arizona Republic (Opinion, Laurie Roberts)

Arizona's Republican congressional delegation is sadly silent about Trump's dismissal of Christopher Krebs, who dared to
correct unfounded accusations that the election was stolen.

Gov. Ducey just cannot bring himself to say there's no fraud in Arizona's elections
Arizona Republic (Opinion, Laurie Roberts)
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Gov. Doug Ducey once again just cannot bring himself to tell his fellow Republicans to knock it off with the fake claims of
fraud in Arizona's election.
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ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST

Maricopa County Superior Court judge John Hannah dismissed the AZGOP’s
lawsuit calling for a new hand audit of election results, leaving a second
“Sharpiegate™ suit as the last obstacle to certifying election results in Maricopa
County.

HEY, THAT'S WAY MORE THAN DUCEY SAID
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In a letter to fellow Republicans yesterday, Bowers pushed back on the election
conspiracies some have been pushing and shot down questions about whether
the Legislature has the ability to deny Biden’s victory in Arizona.

AND SOMEHOW HE DIDN’T END UP WITH A CHAIRMANSHIP
Divisions between Republicans who want to further audit the election and those
who want to respect the results of already completed legal audits spilled over
onto Twitter last night as Roberts publicly aired his grievances with Bowers.

REPLY ALL
Bowers responded to Roberts” “greatly mischaracterized™ version of events in a
letter to his caucus today titled “Setting the Record Straight.”

E4A

NEXT TIME, CC YELLOW SHEET
Bowers’ response to Roberts” tweet thread, of course, engendered more
pushback.

THE TEST WAS SO GOOD, EVERYONE WANTED TO SIGN
AZGOP Chair Kelli Ward and interim Maricopa County GOP Chair Linda
Brickman fought over who gets to sign the paperwork certifying the results of
yesterday’s post-election logic and accuracy test of voting machines in
Maricopa County.

IT PUTS SWEET HOME ARIZONA TO SHAME

Trump’s Arizona elections director Gina Swoboda has been all over the Yellow
Sheet Report recently for her role in party infighting, but her husband, Rob,
caught our attention for one of the strangest campaign videos our reporter has
ever seen.

REST IN PEACE
Former lawmaker Jerry Overton, a Republican who served in the Legislature
for nine years in the late 1990s and early 2000s, passed away earlier this month.
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ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST

Maricopa County Superior Court judge John Hannah
dismissed the AZGOP’s lawsuit calling for a new hand
audit of election results, leaving a second “Sharpiegate™
suit as the last obstacle to certifying election results in
Maricopa County. Hannah’s ruling came out
immediately before our deadline and an accompanying
filing with his explanation was not yet available, but he
was skeptical during yesterday’s arguments. He also
cleared Hobbs™ office to request attorney’s fees under a
state statute that specifically applies to lawsuits brought
without substantial verification, giving another insight
into Hannah’s annoyance with the case (LINK). The
state GOP sought to force the county to separate its ballots by precinct and perform a hand audit of 2
percent of precincts. Following guidance from the Election Procedures Manual — which bears the force of
law — Maricopa County did its audit from 2 percent of voting centers. The hand counted audit results
matched perfectly with ballots counted by tabulating machines. Party attorney Jack Wilenchik argued that
precinct results would be more accurate, claiming that hackers would seek to change votes in specific
precincts. With this dismissal, the only remaining election litigation is attorney Alexander Kolodin’s repeat
attempt to allow two of his Sharpiegate plaintiffs to vote again and watch their votes be counted. A hearing
for that case is scheduled for tomorrow moming. (However, Trump’s lawyer, Rudy Giuliani, claimed
without evidence today that there was a nationally coordinated attempt to steal the election, and pledged
another lawsuit in Arizona (LINK).)

HEY, THAT’S WAY MORE THAN DUCEY SAID

In a letter to fellow Republicans yesterday, Bowers pushed back on the election conspiracies some have
been pushing and shot down questions about whether the Legislature has the ability to deny Biden’s victory
in Arizona. “Given the outcome of the presidential race in Arizona, an enormous amount of pressure is
being directed at my office and my colleagues,” Bowers wrote in the letter, a copy of which our reporter
obtained today (LINK). “I wish to respond by simply saying — I took an oath to support the Constitution of
the United States and the Constitution and laws of the State of Arizona.” Bowers has privately indicated his
faith in the integrity of the state’s election systems and the validity of the result, even if he doesn’t like the
outcome. However, with the backing of conspiracy-pedaling AZ GOP Chair Kelli Ward, a vocal contingent
— Roberts, Blackman and others among them — has continued to question Biden’s victory, even as election
officials face threats of violence. In the letter, Bowers cited statute (including laws authored by current
members of the caucus) to explain that the Legislature cannot retroactively select new presidential electors;
that electors must cast their votes for the candidate who won Arizona; that there were “zero discrepancies™
in Maricopa County’s hand count; that none of the testing of Maricopa County’s tabulation equipment has
revealed any tabulation errors; and that lawmakers cannot force Maricopa County to hand count votes at all
of its voting centers, among other points. “Many of the issues are or have been adjudicated,” Bowers wrote.
“We all are emotionally vested to one degree or another, but these are truths that I feel bound to uphold,
expecting that the courts will give a final expression of their binding force upon me and us.”
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AND SOMEHOW HE DIDN’T END UP WITH A CHAIRMANSHIP

Divisions between Republicans who want to further audit
the election and those who want to respect the results of
already completed legal audits spilled over onto Twitter
last night as Roberts publicly aired his grievances with
Bowers. Roberts complained that the House Speaker called
him into his office and “made it very clear” that he didn’t
want Roberts to release a letter he sent to Brovich and the
Maricopa County Board calling for an audit and hand
recount of the clection (LINK). “T am not sure what the
Speaker’s motives are, but it was disappointing that the
Speaker would try and stop our effort to protect the
integrity of our elections,” Roberts tweeted. Several
Republicans in both chambers sign the letter, which
Roberts eventually released anyway. Its thesis is that the
use of voting centers instead of precinct polling places is in
“direct contravention” of Arizona law. Roberts™ post also
led Cook to tweet his support — he has been feuding with
House leadership since the ethics investigation into his
alleged affair with, and favors for, a lobbyist last year. Cook seemed to suggest that Bowers is denying
Roberts a committee chairmanship because he was willing to speak out against leadership — though
admittedly, in true Cook tweet style, this is just one possible interpretation. “So what’s the difference
here?” he wrote. “O yea a vote — chairmanship- ‘LD6 State Representative Walt Blackman Calls for
Election Audit State Wide™ — Just waiting for the results. — Pass the popcorn.”

REPLY ALL

Bowers responded to Roberts” “greatly mischaracterized” version of events in a letter to his caucus today
titled “Setting the Record Straight.” Bowers said he received Roberts” letter and gave it to House attorneys
to review. The attorneys, he wrote, identified inaccuracies. “I suggested to Mr. Roberts that if he and any
caucus members wanted to sign and publish the letter, he ought to first ensure it was accurate,” Bowers
wrote. “Mr. Roberts disagreed there were inaccuracies, saying he had consulted with unnamed attorneys
and had also run it by the House Rules Attorneys. (Let me say, [ strongly caution members against using
the non-partisan Rules Office for political purposes.)” Bowers also said he disagreed with Roberts” choice
to include signatures from members-clect on official legislative letterhead. Ultimately, he told Roberts that
“while I would not sign the letter, he was free to do as he wished, as could others, but my opinion was it
would be ill advised of him to proceed.” Cobb, an ally of Bowers, offered a similar account. I can’t
believe he put that out there,” she said.

> <c

NEXT TIME, CC YELLOW SHEET

Bowers’ response to Roberts” tweet thread, of course, engendered more pushback. Townsend, now headed
for the Senate, replied to Bowers, writing that she was “dismayed” with his response. “This email is
discoverable and this type of personnel management is grossly substandard,” she wrote. “Your abusive way
of dealing with those who disagree with you, all while with a smile on your face, has become intolerable.”
She also reminded Bowers that she had sent a records request for the expenses the House incurred while
investigating Cook. “If this is what the members have to expect from your leadership when they disagree
with you, I recommend they have another election and choose a more fair Speaker who can handle dissent,”
she said.
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THE TEST WAS SO GOOD, EVERYONE WANTED TO SIGN

AZGOP Chair Kelli Ward and interim Maricopa County GOP
Chair Linda Brickman fought over who gets to sign the
paperwork certifying the results of yesterday’s post-clection
logic and accuracy test of voting machines in Maricopa
County, according to one onlooker. Brickman, the first vice
chair of the Maricopa County GOP who took over after the
resignation of Rae Chornenky, was on hand to observe the test,
as is the purview of a county party chair. However, not unlike
the situation that eventually led to Chornenky’s departure,
Ward attended the test and claimed her right to sign the paper
certifying the results (YS, 11/17). Steven Slugocki, the chair of the Maricopa Democratic Party, who
witnessed the exchange, said Ward grabbed the paper after the others had signed, leading Ward, Brickman
and her husband snatching the sheet back and forth from each other. “Then I tried to grab it,” Slugocki said.
“I was yelling, ‘Please don’t rip it! Please don’t rip it!”” This all transpired in full view of state and county
observers as well as the media. Slugocki said he didn’t notice at the time that Brickman had signed the
paper while also writing “certification denied” (LINK). Ward and Brickman eventually agreed that she
could sign the paper, but only after Brickman had taken photos, Slugocki said. “Kelli signs the paper, then
storms out to do her press conference,” he said. “It happened in front of everybody.”

IT PUTS SWEET HOME ARIZONA TO SHAME

Trump’s Arizona elections director Gina Swoboda has been
all over the Yellow Sheet Report recently for her role in party
infighting, but her husband, Rob, caught our attention for one
of the strangest campaign videos our reporter has ever seen.
Rob Swoboda, currently a vice chair with the LD23 GOP, is
secking the chairman position during tonight’s organizational
meeting. He announced his candidacy with a two-minute
video that starts with an image of ancient fighters holding
round shields as they stare down from a hill and only gets
weirder from there (LINK). There’s plenty of patriotic stock footage of historical documents and flags —
including a waving Arizona flag that is inexplicably imposed over an eyeball. Phrases like “MAGA” and
“our constitutional republic” appear on screen in word art and text effects that would embarrass even a
newbie to Microsoft PowerPoint. About halfway through, Swoboda switches gears into discussing how he
will modernize LD23 and a crosswalk symbol displaying the phrase “stop hate™ appears on screen. The
next few slides are an eclectic mix, with pictures including the word “racism” on a crumpled up piece of
paper and “merit based” over an image of a trophy. Stock art of people of various races and a graphic of
many hands inserting the rainbow pride flag into a ballot box accompany narration about how he’ll reach
out to all patriotic Americans, and the video ends with an exhortation to “Make LD23 great again™ written
in a font that resembles a ransom note made of magazine letters.

REST IN PEACE

Former lawmaker Jerry Overton, a Republican who served in the Legislature for nine vears in the late
1990s and early 2000s, passed away earlier this month (LINK). Overton, who also served on the Litchfield
Park City Council and a variety of civic organizations, was born in 1933 in Kansas City, Missouri, and
moved around frequently before settling in the West Valley. After leaving the Legislature, he bought a
travel agency in Litchfield Park and became active with the Arizona Highway Users Assn. In a letter to
other members of the association announcing his passing, Overton’s wife of 63 years, Grace, wrote that the
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couple had just moved to an independent living facility in Peoria. “As always he was trying to make sure I
was taken care of in the best way possible,” she wrote.

Democratic Leader Bolding Announces Committee Assignments
PHOENIX - Democratic Leader Reginald Bolding (D-27) today announced Democratic committee assignments for
the 55" Legislature following Speaker Bower’s announcement earlier this week.

MONDAY PM
Health & Human Services

Rep. Kelli Butler (Ranking Member)
Rep. Randy Friese

Rep. Alma Hernandez

Rep. Amish Shah

Land, Agriculture & Rural Affairs
Rep. Lorenzo Sierra (Ranking Member)
Rep. Andrea Dalessandro

Rep. Mitzi Epstein

Rep. Diego Rodriguez

Rep. Arlando Teller

Military Affairs & Public Safety

Rep. Jennifer Jermaine (Ranking Member)
Rep. Richard Andrade

Rep. Myron Tsosie

Rep. Daniel Hernandez

Rep. Melody Hernandez

Rep. Jennifer Longdon

Rules

Rep. Diego Espinoza (Ranking Member)
Rep. Domingo DeGrazia

Rep. Mitzi Epstein

TUESDAY PM

Commerce

Rep. Pamela Powers Hannley (Ranking Member)
Rep. Diego Espinoza
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Rep. Charlene Fernandez

Rep. Robert Meza

Education

Rep. Jennifer Pawlik (Ranking Member)
Rep. Daniel Hernandez

Rep. Athena Salman

Rep. Judy Schwiebert

Natural Resources, Energy & Water
Rep. Andrés Cano (Ranking Member)
Rep. Andrea Dalessandro

Rep. Aaron Lieberman

Rep. Stephanie Stahl Hamilton
WEDNESDAY AM

Government & Elections

Rep. Athena Salman (Ranking Member)
Rep. Kelli Butler

Rep. Jennifer Jermaine

Rep. Jennifer Pawlik

Rep. Stephanie Stahl Hamilton

Rep. Raquel Teran

Judiciary

Rep. César Chavez (Ranking Member)
Rep. Domingo DeGrazia

Rep. Melody Hernandez

Rep. Diego Rodriguez

Ways & Means

Rep. Mitzi Epstein (Ranking Member)
Rep. Andrés Cano

Rep. Pamela Powers Hanley

Rep. Lorenzo Sierra

Appropriations

Rep. Randy Friese (Ranking Member)
Rep. César Chavez

Rep. Charlene Fernandez

Rep. Aaron Licberman

Rep. Judy Schwicbert

Criminal Justice Reform

Rep. Diego Rodriguez (Ranking Member)
Rep. Reginald Bolding

Rep. Alma Hernandez

Rep. Raquel Terdn

Transportation

Rep. Richard Andrade (Ranking Member)
Rep. Robert Meza

Rep. Amish Shah

Rep. Arlando Teller

Rep. Myron Tsosie

Ethics

Rep. Alma Hernandez (Ranking Member)
Rep. Domingo DeGrazia

Senate President sets up email account for voting reports
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(Phoenix, State Capitol) --- With questions swirling over election integrity in Arizona, Senate President Karen Fann
today announced the Senate Republican Caucus is setting up a special email account to gather documented proof of
voting irregularities in the 2020 General Election in Arizona. The email will be 'live' until November 27, 2020, so
Arizona residents who have firsthand knowledge of possible fraud can detail their accounts.

"We have heard from constituents across the state concerned about the voting process in Arizona," said President
Fann. "I have consistently said, if there is evidence of fraud, we need to look into it. This email account will be a
resource for people who are aware of improprieties in Arizona's election process. My hope is this will sort out the
facts from vague allegations, give us a clear indication of the veracity of the election and begin an effort to ensure
voters have confidence in the election system."

To report evidence of fraud or any other voting irregularities, residents should send a detailed description

to 2020election(@azleg.gov. Please include name and contact information so those looking into the incident can follow
up. The Senate President will monitor the reports as they come in and gather all evidence before the election canvass,
which is set to take place on November 30, 2020.

Biden Campaign Statement on latest AZ Ruling

Statement from Geoff Burgan, the Biden Campaign's Arizona Communications Director:

“This lawsuit was frivolous and rightfully dismissed. Arizona’s election was well-run and transparent, and far-right
fringes of the Arizona Republican Party should stop trying to undermine Arizonans’ faith in free and fair elections.
This ruling is a win for Arizonans who turned out in record numbers this fall. It’s time for Governor Ducey and others
to move forward and recognize the will of the voters, given the pressing issues Arizona is facing with COVID-19.”

Rep. Teller Isolating After COVID-19 Diagnosis

PHOENIX - Rep. Arlando Teller announced today that he has tested positive for COVID-19. He is isolating and
recovering at home in Chinle.

“On Wednesday afternoon I was informed that I had tested positive for COVID-19 after experiencing mild symptoms.
I want to thank my family, colleagues and friends for the outpouring of support I have received. I have been taking
precautions throughout the pandemic — which has had a devastating impact on the communities I serve — but this virus
is very contagious, very real, and I am unsure where I contracted it. I urge Arizonans to take all precautions — wear a
mask at all times while out, keep physical distance, and stay at home if you can.”

Phoenix, Tucson, Flagstaff, and Tolleson Mayors Hold
Press Conference on the Rise of COVID-19 Cases Across the State

Arizona Mayors Regina Romero, Kate Gallego, Coral Evans, and Anna Tovar concerned about rise in COVID-19
cases statewide

WHAT: Arizona Mayors Regina Romero, Kate Gallego, Coral Evans, and Anna Tovar hold virtual press conference
on rise of COVID-19 cases across the state.

WHEN: Friday, November 20, 2020 at 8:30 am

WHERE: The virtual press conference will be via Zoom:

https://700m.us/i/93909958096 Tpwd=clVGall ISWIONOY 17DdvdE oY RmxEdz09

Meeting ID: 939 0995 8096

Passcode: 039357

Members of the press, please RSVP to myriam,cruz@tucsonaz. gov.

The press conference will also be live-streamed on Mayor Regina Romero’s Facebook Page
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Arizona Department Of Health Services Strengthens Mask Wearing
Requirement For Schools

Emergency Measure Aims To Improve Mitigation Measures On Campuses And Buses

PHOENIX — To protect the health of our school communities, the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS)
today issued an emergency measure requiring district and charter schools to immediately mandate that masks are worn
on school campuses, on school buses and during school-associated activities by all students, faculty, staff, contractors,
and visitors.

“Keeping kids and teachers safe is one of our top priorities,” said Governor Doug Ducey. “This emergency measure
issued by ADHS addresses the serious threat COVID-19 poses to our communities. It requires schools to implement
the simple step of mask-wearing to reduce transmission and keep our kids safe.”

In July, Governor Ducey issued Executive Order 2020-51, which required all school districts and charter schools to
develop and implement a policy to require masks for all staff and students. It also required ADHS and the Arizona
Department of Education to work collaboratively to develop the Guidance for Safely Returning to Schools, based on
the Roadmap for Reopening Schools.

As part of this guidance, schools must implement COVID-19 mitigation strategics, based on the school benchmarks,
to keep students and staff safe on campuses. These mitigation strategies include mask-wearing, physical distancing,
increased cleaning and disinfecting protocols, limiting the size of groups, and increased hand hygiene.

“Based on recently released data, we now know masks provide more protection than previously thought,” said ADHS
Director Dr. Cara Christ. “The new studies show that wearing a mask also protects the mask wearer, not just those
around them. I encourage everyone to wear a mask whenever they are around people they don’t live with.”

Public health works closely with schools to provide technical assistance to schools on implementing mitigation
measures, such as masks. To ensure everyone who needs a mask has access to one, ADHS has partnered with Hanes
to provide five free masks to students and their families. Families and schools can go to azhealth. gov/ordermasks to
have free masks shipped to them.

For more information, please visit azhealth. gov/COVID19.

Arizona Department of Health Services Releases Menu of Health Tips for
Safer Holiday Gatherings

Smaller groups, moving dinner outside help reduce COVID-19 risk

Your menu may be the same this year, but other aspects of Thanksgiving may need to be different to reduce the risk of
transmitting COVID-19.

That’s why the Arizona Department of Health Services has developed a memu of precautions to take during holiday
gatherings. Doing one makes your family and your guests safer. Doing more is even better.

“It’s an unfortunate reality that houschold gatherings are contributing to the current rise in COVID-19 cases, percent
positivity, and stress on our healthcare system,” said Dr. Cara Christ, director of ADHSthe Arizona Department of
Health Services. “The holidays can bring together more households and more generations, including older individuals
who are more vulnerable to COVID-19 and young adults and children who are more likely to be asymptomatic
carriers. Following these simple guidelines can help keep everyone safe during the holidays.”

Recommendations for safer holiday gatherings
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“I wish to respond by simply saying — I took an

OTE oath to support the Constitution of the United

States and the Constitution and laws of the State
Ny A WY
DAY

of Arizona.”

QU

- Bowers, on the pressure he’s facing to attempt
to nullify the results of the presidential election
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Subject: FW: Wake Up Call

About Contact

Wake Up Call November 20, 2020

Loss of moderate GOP lawmakers in Senate no boon for Dems

Arizona Capitol Times

Democrats picked up one new seat in the state Senate, but are headed into the 2021 legislative session with potentially less
power to stop Republican legislation.

Court tosses GOP lawsuit challenging election
Capitol Media Services

A judge on Thursday removed the last legal hurdle to certifying the results of the election and handing Arizona’s 11 electoral
votes to Joe Biden — assuming there’s no appeal.

Rising COVID-19 cases may spell trouble for Arizona economy

Capitol Media Services

Arizona added more than 4,100 new cases of COVID-19 on Thursday, part of a trend that could have a nasty effect on the
state’s economic health and unemployment situation.

Native American votes helped secure Biden's win in Arizona

Associated Press

Voting rights advocates had long argued that if Native Americans and other minority groups were mobilized, they could be
decisive in a tight race.
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Arizona sees over 4,000 virus cases for 1st time since July
Associated Press
Arizona on Thursday reported 4,123 additional known COVID-19 cases, the most in a single day since July.

Senator-elect Kelly promises to get to work after daunting briefing on COVID surge

Arizona Daily Sun

As coronavirus cases mount across Arizona, U.S. Senator-elect Mark Kelly held a virtual briefing with advisors on Thursday
to discuss actions he might take to combat the pandemic once he is sworn into office.

Phoenix has never seen a hot spell like this so late in the vear before
Pinal Central
A late-season hot spell is setting records across drought-stricken Arizona, creating a fire danger heading into the weekend.

'Accountability is Dead': Phoenix Citv Council Stalls Police Oversight Office
Phoenix New Times
The push to establish Phoenix's first police oversight office has hit a major roadblock.

Republicans reject perfect election accuracy testing, demand hand recount of Biden’s win

Arizona Mirror

As representatives from Maricopa County political parties observed the standard post-election accuracy test on Wednesday,
Arizona Republican Party Chair Kelli Ward doubled down on calls for a complete hand count of the nearly 2.1 million votes
cast in the county in a continued attempt by Republican officials to reverse President Donald Trump’s loss in Arizona.

Video evidence that Rudy Giuliani was at one time ... sane
Arizona Republic (Opinion, EJ Montini)
We have to go back to the time when Giuliani, in 1989, lost the election for mayor of New York City to David Dinkins.

Is Gov. Doug Ducey OK with 1,200 additional COVID-19 deaths by February?
Arizona Republic (Opinion, EJ Montini)
The projections are scary, and because we've been through this before, they seem accurate. So, why not act?

Now 0 for 3 in lawsuits, the Republican Party just will not accept that Trump lost Arizona
Arizona Republic (Opinion, Laurie Roberts)
Shame on all the Republican officials who claim to want to make America great again then work to weaken very thing that

makes America great.

Rep. Andy Biggs' descent into_a partisan brawler has been painful to watch

Arizona Republic (Opinion, Robert Robb)

Andy Biggs was once one of Arizona's most powerful lawmakers and a conservative thought leader in Congress. Now, he's
just a partisan brawler.

Arizona just enacted a statewide mask mandate ... and most people missed it

Arizona Republic (Opinion, Joanna Allhands)

The Arizona Department of Health Services has issued a statewide mask mandate with enforcement, effective immediately in
district and charter schools.

Did Trump just hand over a general accused of helping drug cartels to repay a favor?

Arizona Republic (Opinion, Elvia Diaz)

Releasing retired Gen. Salvador Cienfuegos erodes confidence that Mexico will ever rein in the dangerous drug cartels that
sell on American streets.

Let's set the record straight about Republicans, COVID-19 and face masks

Arizona Republic (Op-ed, John B. Shadegg)

After David Bossie tested positive for COVID-19, I quarantined. And, yes, I regularly wear a mask. I don't appreciate the
assertion otherwise.

Joe Biden won. Waiting to accept that is a serious misstep, former Republican leaders say
Arizona Republic (Op-ed, Judith Allen, Daniel Barker and others)
Not all of us voted for Joe Biden. But the election is over. Delaying the transition could be dangerous for our nation.
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In Today's Yellow SheetNov December 1, 2020

THE MOMENT THE MACHINE TURNED ON DUCEY

When he silenced the president’s call, the tide turned on Ducey as Trump and
his followers at the Legislature and AZGOP launched a sustained attack on the
governor who until yesterday, did everything in his power to appease the
president.
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IF YOUR BILLS GET A HEARING, THEY’LL. PROBABLY GET A
YETO

Several members of Republican leadership at the Capitol were on the election
fraud panel as Giuliani and Trump led the crowd in booing the governor for
certifying the election results — a bold stand that railbirds likened to suicide for
their legislative priorities.

PERP WALK PROGRAM COMING SOON TO SEVENTH FLOOR...
Yesterday’s 10-hour election fraud panel finished with Finchem coyly
addressing the possibility of a future run for secretary of state.

...FOR THINGS THAT HAPPENED IN 2020

LD6 Senator-elect Wendy Rogers wants to increase penalties retroactively for
voter fraud, seemingly unaware that doing so would be a flagrant violation of
the US Constitution.

IF YOUR IDEA OF SAFETY IS MASKLESS LAWMAKERS

As questions around how to open the Legislature safely continue to swirl at the
Capitol, House Republican leadership implemented a number of new safety
measures to combat COVID-19 ahead of the upcoming session.

DOING FOR MELANIA WHAT SHE DID FOR HORNE AND GOWAN
Citing administration loyalists who were speaking out to protect the first lady,
New York Post columnist Miranda Devine yesterday penned a scathing
takedown of Stephanie Grisham that argued she tanked Melania Trump’s
potential to be a more popular asset to the administration.

CROSSING THE AISLE, STAFF EDITION
Sinema hired Austin Kennedy, an alumnus of four former Republican Arizona
senators, to be her new legislative liaison.
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THE MOMENT THE MACHINE TURNED ON DUCEY

When he silenced the president’s call, the tide turned on Ducey as
Trump and his followers at the Legislature and AZGOP launched a
sustained attack on the governor who until yesterday, did everything
in his power to appease the president. In case you somehow missed it,
Trump fired off a series of tweets attacking Ducey shortly after our
deadline. “Why is he rushing to put a Democrat in office, especially
when so many horrible things concerning voter fraud are being
revealed at the hearing going on right now. @OANN What is going
on with @dougducey? Republicans will long remember!” Trump
posted last night, following up with a retweet saying Ducey “has
betrayed the people of Arizona™ and other attacks. He called in to the
election fraud hearing to falsely claim the election was rigged and
lambast Ducey, leading the crowd in a round of booing the governor.
Trump’s lawyer, Rudy Giuliani, joined in, calling Ducey corrupt and complaining that Ducey ignored his
text. “Governor Ducey of Arizona refuses to meet with me,” he tweeted. “He doesn’t want to explain that
he selected a foreign corrupt Voting Machine company to count the vote. I understand his reluctance, but
just call a special session. Let’s find out how crooked your election really was?” Ducey spent Trump’s only
term in office as a loyal ally, patting the president on the back at every opportunity. That relationship
blossomed during the pandemic — ironically, the only reason we know that the White House was calling is
because Ducey bragged about how closely he’s working with the Trump administration through the
pandemic. Ducey didn’t go down quietly, defending his oath of office and following the law in a nine-tweet
thread last night that didn’t mention Trump by name, though it was a clear response to Trump’s attacks
(LINK). “#STHU #ElectionIntegrity is missing in Arizona. Period,” AZGOP Chair Kelli Ward said in a
retweet of Ducey’s thread.

IF YOUR BILLS GET A HEARING, THEY’LL PROBABLY GET A VETO

Several members of Republican leadership at the Capitol were on the election fraud panel as Giuliani and
Trump led the crowd in booing the governor for certifying the election results — a bold stand that railbirds
likened to suicide for their legislative priorities. “|Ducey’s] not the vindictive type,” one railbird joked. “I
think he’ll let that slide.” It would be one thing if the panel were just Finchem and other fringe lawmakers
who don’t control committees or have standing with the Ninth Floor, but the panel included several who are
influential players and up until yesterday were seen as allies of the governor. For example, Gowan is Senate
Appropriations chair and has worked closely with Ducey’s office on the budget, S Allen runs the Senate
Education Committee and has helped push Ducey’s education agenda, while Borrelli and Biasiucci are
majority whips. And yesterday’s event served as a forum for lawmakers” grievances with House and Senate
leaders — namely that Bowers and Fann would not allow them a committee with subpoena power to audit
the results of the election, further dividing them from their leadership and setting the stage for an ugly
2021. “T'm appalled by the inept actions and the rudeness ... (of) leaders of our own party and the body,”
Cook said at last night’s panel, his voice raised. At one point, he apologized to Giuliani on behalf of the
governor for ignoring his calls. Townsend called the government despotic and tyrannical, and added that it
was “the right of the people and their duty to throw off such government, to throw off those leaders who are
saying no.”

Page 1 of 6 December 1, 2020

AZ-SEN-21-0466, 21-0473, 21-0477, 21-0480, 21-0481-B,
21-0472, 21-0476-C, 21-0465, 21-0469-D, 21-0468, 21-0640-E-000145

ARZN_REV00068451_12-1-20.pdf



YHLLOW SHEET REPORT DECEMBER 1, 2020 PAGE 2

© BY ARIZONA CAPITOL REPORTS LLC UNLESS OTHERWISE CREDITED

PERP WALK PROGRAM COMING SOON TO SEVENTH FLOOR...

Yesterday’s 10-hour election fraud panel
finished with Finchem coyly addressing the ;
possibility of a future run for secretary of
state, a job that might make sense given his §
role as the de facto thought leader for a :
group of  Trump-aligned legislative
Republicans determined to cast doubt on the
validity of the November election. The
remarks came after Finchem’s closing
statement, in which he made repeated
references to armed revolution a la 1776 — a
persistent theme throughout the day — and
encouraged the patriots in the audience to
“put on the full armor of God and be prepared to fight.” Borrelli, who also attended the panel, chimed in: “I
don’t know about you folks, but I think he would be a great secretary of state,” an idea that generated
considerable applause. “I think I'll have to have a conversation with somebody at home before that
happens,” Finchem said, half-jokingly. Townsend has also been rumored to be considering a run for the
state’s top elections job. She gave something that could resemble her pitch to voters in her closing remarks,
calling for federal grand juries to investigate fraud and new leadership to allow that process to play out.
Finchem put it perhaps more succinctly. “It’s time to start perp walking people.”

...FOR THINGS THAT HAPPENED IN 2020
LD6 Senator-clect Wendy Rogers wants to
mrs "0 nw Tllls w.nxs increase penalties retroactively for voter fraud,
seemingly unaware that doing so would be a
flagrant violation of the US Constitution.
Rogers, who is set to become the vice chair of
the Senate Judiciary Committee, has spent the
past several days agitating for criminal charges
against an unspecified number of people who
she believes — with no evidence — have been
engaged in electoral fraud. (She maintains that
her own election, the first race she won after a
decade of trying, was entircly legitimate
because her district doesn’t include Maricopa
or Pima counties (LINK).) Rogers shifted from
proclaiming that “heads will roll” to announcing that she expects to see multiple arrests and perp walks.
And if current law doesn’t bring the charges or penalties she envisions, she wants to change the law. “One
of my new top priorities will be to stop election fraud and to toughen penalties for election fraud and
conspiracy to commit election fraud. We will make this retroactive to 2020 to get the perpetrators here in
Arizona!” she wrote on a Republican website. Of course, the US Constitution explicitly forbids Congress
and the states from passing ex post facto laws, or, in common English, criminal laws that apply
retroactively. Courts can’t charge someone for doing something that wasn’t illegal at the time they did it,
and they can’t apply penalties harsher than the criminal penalties that would have applied for that crime
when it was committed.
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IF YOUR IDEA OF SAFETY IS MASKLESS LAWMAKERS

As questions around how to open the Legislature safely
continue to swirl at the Capitol, House Republican
leadership implemented a number of new safety measures
to combat COVID-19 ahead of the upcoming session. The
new safety precautions range from acrylic partitions on the
floor, socially distanced seating in the galleries, a dozen
new hand sanitizer stations, air purifiers, a no-touch body
temperature scanner and staggered work schedules for
House staff, among other changes. Bowers is reviewing a
full list of proposals for new safety protocols — installing
partitions in hearing rooms, for example — from lawmakers and could finalize a list of precautions as carly
as the end of this week, spokesman Andrew Wilder told our reporter. At least some of these proposals came
from Democrats, though it’s difficult to say whether they will be adopted as written. Bolding, the incoming
Democratic minority leader, said his caucus has made several suggestions, but paramount is to “ensure that
members of the public are safe but there’s not a lack of public participation.” This could mean using video
call technology to hold hybrid hearings, he suggested. He also said the House needs a mask mandate, even
for lawmakers. The list of changes from the House GOP mentions the availability of masks and gloves for
lawmakers and visitors alike, but does not address the possibility of an enforceable mandate.

DOING FOR MELANIA WHAT SHE DID FOR HORNE AND GOWAN

Citing administration loyalists who were speaking out
to protect the first lady, New York Post columnist
Miranda Devine yesterday penned a scathing takedown
of Stephanie Grisham that argued she tanked Melania
Trump’s potential to be a more popular asset to the
administration. “Grisham has managed to keep Melania
Trump isolated from friends, staff and the media, and
she has alienated potential allies and created drama for
the president with her weirdly combative approach,”
Devine wrote in a column titled “Our great first lady
Melania Trump had awful support” (LINEK). The
catalyst for her column, Devine wrote, was an election-night party where Grisham left her phone and White
House badge sitting out. Noting that Grisham has twice been arrested for DUI, Devine wrote that the badge
and phone incident sparked a formal investigation from the Office of Administration. “Lawyers have
interviewed a half-dozen staffers, including Secret Service agents, and made a recommendation for further
action, according to those with knowledge of the case,” Devine wrote. Much like her final months as
Gowan’s spokeswoman (LINK), Grisham has “checked out” of her White House job. “She is rarely seen in
the White House, having been clocked into the East Wing fewer than 30 times since taking on the job in
April. According to four insiders, Grisham has moved to Kansas and has not attended a single senior staff
meeting in the past seven months,” Devine wrote. But perhaps the most interesting nugget is that Devine
implies that Grisham was the source of the leak that Trump was rushed into an underground bunker when
protesters gathered at the White House in May, and possibly other leaks. Devine paints Grisham as an
incompetent spokeswoman who was the “least visible and most combative representative of any first lady
in living memory.” She rarely responds to questions — a notable exception being to The New York Times’
Maggie Haberman, who got the scoop on the bunker, Devine noted. “Only three staffers — Grisham,
Trump loyalist director of social media Dan Scavino and Trump’s bodyman, Nick Luna — knew about the
incident, according to one former senior White House official.”
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CROSSING THE AISLE, STAFF EDITION

Sinema hired Austin Kennedy, an alumnus of four former Republican Arizona senators, to be her new
legislative liaison. Kennedy most recently served as McSally’s legislative liaison, after stints as Jon Kyl’s
state outreach director and John McCain’s legislative liaison, along with a year in Flake’s office. He said
the gig will be based in Arizona and focused on Arizona specific issues in DC. Although he’s crossing the
aisle, he expects to continue the approach that he’s taken on behalf of the Republican senators. “Each one
of them appreciates someone who can just focus on what’s important for Arizona,” he said. He started his
career in Joe Lieberman’s office, so it’s not his first time crossing the aisle. “Obviously Arizona is trending
a different way now, and I've always been very close to the middle, and to me it’s about serving Arizona
rather than a party,” he said.

TOMORROW: Sen.-Elect Mark Kelly to Take Oath of Office

This week, Senator-elect Mark Kelly is in Washington, D.C. where he will be sworn in as Arizona’s next United
States Senator. See the information below.

WEDNESDAY: Senator-elect Mark Kelly Swearing-In Ceremony - Washington, D.C.

WHAT: Senator-clect Mark Kelly will be sworn in to the United States Senate.

WHEN: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. ET / 12:00 p.m. AZ

WHERE: Scnate chamber; viewable on CSPAN-2

CONTACT: press@markkelly.com

Rep. Kirkpatrick Voices Support for Tucson Mayor Regina Romero’s
Curfew Request to Curb the Spread of COVID-19

Cites need to take vigorous action against the alarming rate of spread in Southern Arizona

(Washington, D.C.) — Today, Representative Kirkpatrick released the following statement in support of Tucson
Mayor Romero’s request for the establishment of a mandatory curfew to curb the spread of COVID-19.

“I stand in solidarity with Mayor Romero’s decision to request a nightly curfew to help stop the spread of this deadly
virus,” said Rep. Kirkpatrick. “In a time of crisis, we need to rely and base decisions on facts. The truth of the matter
is that COVID-19 is spreading at an increasingly alarming rate throughout Tucson and Southern Arizona, and
something must be done.”

There are now 40,000 reported cases in Tucson and there have been 700 deaths. The city has witnessed a record
number of cases per day, and hospitals could reach their capacities this week. The Mayor’s requested curfew would
start at 8 p.m. beginning Tuesday, December 1 and would be in place through December 22. It would prohibit all
persons from being present on any public street or in any public place, with exceptions for law enforcement,
emergency and medical personnel, people performing essential functions, and unhoused people.

“We are at an inflection point, and our actions today will determine what happens in the next three

weeks,” announced Mayor Romero. “My colleagues on the council and I are asking each and every Tucsonan to do
their part to slow the spread, especially for our family and friends working in our hospitals. We need statewide action,
and I strongly urge Governor Ducey to act swiftly to protect the health of Arizonans.”
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“Mayor Romero has shown strong leadership throughout the entirety of the pandemic, and as a result, she has been
more successful in slowing the spread than the Governor has at the state level,” added Rep. Kirkpatrick, “We've
seen the data. Masks work. Social distancing works. Small measures advised to us by health experts go a long way in
stopping the spread of this disease. The Mayor’s suggested curfew will have positive and critical long-term effects on
our community, and I hope that City Council will approve this measure for the benefit of all Tucsonans.”

Congressman Biggs Requests DOJ Investigation of U.S. Representative
Bill Pascrell for Possible Civil Rights Violations

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congressman Andy Biggs sent a letter to U.S. Attorney General William Barr, urging him
to investigate U.S. Representative Bill Pascrell for possible civil rights violations in his efforts to obtain the
disbarment of certain members of President Trump’s legal counsel in Arizona, Michigan, Nevada, New York, and
Pennsylvania, solely because those attorneys attempted to represent President Trump in his efforts to secure the
integrity of the 2020 Presidential Election.

Representatives Warren Davidson (OH-08), Andy Harris (MD-01), Debbie Lesko (AZ-08), and Randy Weber (TX-
14) co-signed the letter.

Read the text of the letter

NAIOP ARIZONA BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTS NEW
OFFICERS, BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2021

PHOENIX, ARIZONA (December 1, 2020) — The Arizona Chapter of NAIOP, the Commercial Real

Estate Development Association, elected officers and board members for 2021.

The 2021 Executive Committee of NAIOP Arizona comprises Danny Swancey, Chairman, ViaWest Group; Rusty
Kennedy, Vice Chairman, CBRE, Inc.; Cathy Thuringer, Treasurer, Trammell Crow Company; John Orsak, Programs
Chair, Lincoln Property Company; Phil Breidenbach, Secretary, Colliers International; Jim Wentworth, Wentworth
Property Company, Immediate Past Chairman; and Molly Carson, Ryan Companies US, Inc., Past Chair once
removed.

New 2021 board members include Chris Anderson, Hines; Jeff Moloznik, RED Development LLC; Mike
Olsen, Globe Corporation; and Mike Strittmatter, CBRE, Inc. (Developing Leaders representative,
1-year term).

Returning members of the board of directors are Chris Burson, Alliance Bank of Arizona; Bryon Carney,
Cushman & Wakefield; Daniclle Feroleto, Small Giants; Derek Flottum, Irgens; Jeff Foster, Prologis; Tom Jarvis,
Willmeng Construction; Kate Morris, Transwestern; CJ Osbrink, Newmark Knight Frank; Darren Pitts, Velocity
Retail Group; and Candace Rosauro, Layton Construction.

Andrew Cheney, Lee & Associates Arizona, is the board member who is rolling off the leadership team after
serving as Board Chairman of NAIOP Arizona in 2018.

“The resilience, creativity and commitment of our members and corporate sponsors made 2020 a great year for
our organization despite the unusual conditions,” Swancey said. “We look forward to building upon the successes of
2020 as we enter a new year and are fortunate to have such a highly-qualified and engaged board of directors to help
us accomplish this.”
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“I don’t know about you folks, but I think he

OTE would be a great secretary of state.”
N D ACI” - Borrelli, on Finchem
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AZ.GOP Chair Kelli Ward’s hunt for messed-up duplicate ballots turned up
nine out of the more than 1,600 ballots inspected, Maricopa County election

day director Scott Jarrett testified in court today.

THEY MADE IT, THEY CAN TAKE IT BACK

Townsend wants the Legislature to take control of the election integrity unit
after Brnovich declined to investigate allegations of election fraud from a 10-
hour meeting between lawmakers and Trump’s attorney at a hotel this week.

Former Republican lawmaker turned Cochise County Recorder David Stevens
told our reporter today that while he hasn’t seen any hard evidence of systemic

election fraud, he’s not convinced it didn’t happen.

IT’S GONNA BE A BUSY SESSION

Stevens has been helping lawmakers vet election bills, and expects lawmakers
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to file dozens of election reform bills in the coming session.

NO BILLS TO INVESTIGATE HUGO CHAVEZ, AT LEAST
Kavanagh confirmed he’s working on a host of election law changes, and said
he expects some of them to receive bipartisan support.

GOV MAKES PROMISE — WHAT HAPPENS NEXT WILL SHOCK
YOU!

Some Arizona schools could have to cut millions from their budgets because
Ducey isn’t fulfilling his pledge to keep state per pupil funding cuts to just 2
percent.

THERE’S A PIZZAGATE JOKE IN HERE SOMEWHERE
Conservative protesters led by former Senate candidate Daniel McCarthy and
the recognizably tattooed, headdress-clad Q-Anon conspiracy theorist Jake
Angeli barged into the House lobby this afternoon calling for “Rusty Cowers”
to come down and address them.

AZ-SEN-21-0466, 21-0473, 21-0477, 21-0480, 21-0481-B,
21-0472, 21-0476-C, 21-0465, 21-0469-D, 21-0468, 21-0640-E-000152

ARZN_REV00068454_Fwd In Today's Yellow Sheet.htm



YELLOW SHEET REPORT

00 © by Arizona Capitol Reports, LLC unless otherwise credited. All rights reserved. Thursday, December 03, 2020

100 BALLOTS AIN'T GONNA SWAY THIS ELECTION, KELLI

AZGOP Chair Kelli Ward’s hunt for messed-up duplicate
ballots turned up nine out of the more than 1,600 ballots
inspected, Maricopa County e¢lection day director Scott Jarrett
testified in court today. One ballot was erroneously counted for
Biden rather than Trump. Others went uncounted as overvotes
or undervotes, including six from voters who chose Trump and
two from voters who backed Biden. Ward is secking to throw
out the 2020 election results, or appoint Trump ¢lectors instead
of Biden clectors, based on a theory that there was significant
fraud connected to mailed ballots and duplicated ballots in
Maricopa County. Instead, she has so far found a negligible
number of errors. Arguments in the case were ongoing at our
deadline, but Maricopa County Superior Court Judge Randall R
Warner had already dismissed a significant portion of Ward’s suit early in the day. A key element of her
case rested on complaints that partisan poll observers couldn’t stand close enough to observe signature
verification, and therefore couldn’t trust that clection staff accurately verified signatures on ballot
envelopes. If Ward wanted that claim addressed, she would have needed to file suit far earlier, when that
claim could have been addressed without throwing out the entire election, Warner said. (A separate lawsuit
filed in federal court yesterday makes similar allegations about partisan poll watchers being unable to
witness signature verification (Y8, 12/2) — the judge will hear arguments about motions to dismiss that case
on Monday or Tuesday.) Wamer allowed arguments to proceed on the duplicated ballots, and Ward
attorney Jack Wilenchik erroneously claimed that extrapolating those errors could lead to a Trump win,
since Trump lost the state by 0.3 percent, while 0.5 percent of the duplicated ballots inspected had errors. In
fact, the vast majority of the ballots cast in the state didn’t need to be duplicated, and therefore wouldn’t
have the same kind of errors. Even if all duplicated ballots that had errors favored Trump, he could still
only gain slightly more than 100 ballots, Jarrett said during his testimony.

THEY MADE IT, THEY CAN TAKE IT BACK

Townsend wants the Legislature to take control of the election integrity unit after Brnovich declined to
investigate allegations of election fraud from a 10-hour meeting between lawmakers and Trump’s attorney
at a hotel this week. Townsend told our reporter she doesn’t think Brnovich should control the unit if he’s
not going to investigate every complaint (she backed the 2019 law that created and funded the unit to the
tune of $500,000, but said she originally wanted the Legislature to control the unit). “If we can’t get them
to investigate, then we shouldn’t be funding it,” she said. Townsend said she would try to move the unit
under the Auditor General, who works for the Legislature and investigates financial issues. Her dispute
with Brnovich began with Townsend sending Brnovich’s office a YouTube link to the meeting and asking
it to investigate every complaint. Assistant Attorney General Jennifer Wright explained that many of the
allegations are part of ongoing litigation, and that anyone with concrete evidence of voter fraud can file a
complaint with the office. The Attorney General also doesn’t have the authority to issue subpoenas in
clection cases that aren’t related to campaign finance or investigate election equipment, which is under
control of county boards of supervisors, Wright said. (Ugenti-Rita announced today that Maricopa County
Supervisor Steve Chucri told her he would support a full audit of Maricopa County’s election equipment.)
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ON BIGFOOT, LOST KEYS AND STOLEN ELECTIONS

Former Republican lawmaker turned Cochise County Recorder David
Stevens told our reporter today that while he hasn’t seen any hard
evidence of systemic election fraud, he’s not convinced it didn’t
happen. To restore voter confidence in the system, he thinks Maricopa
County, at least, should conduct a full recount and forensic audit of the
election results. Going forward, the state needs to beef up its automatic
recount statutes and auditing laws, he said. Stevens took a somewhat
nuanced view on ¢lection fraud, saying becoming a county recorder
taught him a lot about election integrity that he never understood as a
lawmaker, and even though there hasn’t been any solid evidence, there
have been serious allegations that authorities need to investigate to
boost voter confidence. “The answer may be there is no fraud. If we did
a forensic audit and there’s no fraud, I'm on board — let’s move on to
2022.” he said. Stevens watched part of Monday’s election fraud panel,
and found some of the allegations raised credible, or at least worth investigating, especially the testlmony
from Col Phil Waldron, who argued that Dominion voting machines could, in theory, be hacked — though
he didn’t offer any proof they were. “There’s enough questions in my mind, as an IT professional, cyber
spook and county recorder, that it needs to be investigated,” Stevens said. While he acknowledged there’s
no hard evidence of systemic fraud, he said the state wouldn’t fully know until there’s a thorough
investigation. Stevens compared the hunt for election fraud to the hunt for lost house keys, saying it’s
always in the last place you look. When our reporter suggested a more apt comparison might be the hunt
for Bigfoot — since, unlike voting fraud, we know keys exist — Stevens laughed and said that may be fair.
“But just so you know, f*cking Bigfoot exists,” he joked.

IT’S GONNA BE A BUSY SESSION

Stevens has been helping lawmakers vet election bills, and expects lawmakers to file dozens of election
reform bills in the coming session. Blackman announced last week that he would hold a stakeholder’s
meeting with all 15 county recorders, and that Stevens would help him investigate fraud allegations and
draft policy to overhaul Arizona’s election laws, though Stevens said that meeting hasn’t happened vet. “He
wants to review the entire process, which is good, but quite a Herculean task,” Stevens said. “1 tried to get
him to focus on the things that are just obviously wrong, or need fixing, but he wants to do it more
holistically, which is fine.” Stevens’ top issue, he said, is figuring out a better method for removing dead
people from the voter list. “I still use newspaper obituaries,” he said, noting the state also subscribes to the
ERIC system (LINK) that shows both death records and people registered in multiple states, among the 28
states that subscribe to the system. Still, he found two voters who died in September, but managed to fill
out and sign ballots that weren’t sent until October. He caught those, he said, because the voters were
flagged as deceased and the signatures were clearly fraudulent, and he forwarded those on to law
enforcement. Instead, he wants a list of deaths from the Bureau of Vital Records or mortuaries themselves.
Still, he noted that’s different from the kind of institutional fraud some are claiming. Other changes he’s
secking include moving deadlines around, including moving up the date for write-in candidates to file.
Currently, recorders send ballots overseas 45 days before the election, but write-in candidates are allowed
to file up to 40 days before an election, he said. He also wants to change the Service Arizona website to a
.gov address for added security and confidence for voters to know it’s a government website. Besides his
own priorities, Stevens has heard from a host of lawmakers seeking his input on bills, including about 12
from Ugenti-Rita and Kavanagh, and he said he heard Townsend already has 18 election bill folders open.
“And I have a feeling that’s the low number, not the high number,” he said.
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NO BILLS TO INVESTIGATE HUGO CHAVEZ, AT LEAST

Kavanagh confirmed he’s working on a host of election law
changes, and said he expects some of them to receive bipartisan
support. He expects Democrats could sign on to new legislation to
ensure ballots remain private as people walk around voting centers,
and requirements for how county election officials inform voters
how their machines work. The use of green and red buttons on
Maricopa County machines confused some voters to the point that
they showed up in multiple lawsuits. However, he doesn’t expect
Democrats will like all of his election bills. He said one issue at the top of hlS hst is how to ensure that
audits are capturing a “truly representative sample” of ballots, though he won’t be sure how to do that until
he meets with county recorders. He also wants to add new restrictions to the PEVL and allow recorders to
do more culling of the list. “We would be looking into making sure that all of those who have mailed
ballots are actually people who live in those addresses and have a pulse,” he said. “I think that’s where a
little bit of partisan politics comes in, striking the balance between voter access and ballot security.” Any
bill he backs will require notifying voters before they’re removed from the PEVL, he said. Currently, voters
remain on the list until they request removal, cancel their voter registration or election materials are
returned as undeliverable. Ugenti-Rita sought in 2019 to require that counties purge voters who skipped
two primary and general elections in a row, but her S1188 (permanent early voting list) failed to pass the
House (¥$, 4/4/19). One Dem railbird told our reporter Democrats are bracing for a flood of “alternative
reality” election legislation, but said they took some solace in Kavanagh heading up the Government and
Elections Committee, saying while he’s a partisan, he’s not untethered from reality like some of his
colleagues.

GOV MAKES PROMISE — WHAT HAPPENS NEXT WILL SHOCK YOU!

Some Arizona schools could have to cut millions from their budgets because Ducey isn’t fulfilling his
pledge to keep state per pupil funding cuts to just 2 percent. Schools were originally under the impression
that the $370 million grant program Ducey announced in a June executive order (LINK) would count as a
down payment and Ducey would ensure they received the full amount they needed to guarantee no more
than a 2 percent cut in state funding, according to Chris Kotterman, director of governmental relations for
the Arizona School Boards Association. “We really tried very hard to tamp down some apprehension about
the (grant) program and sell it to districts as a way to get what they needed, which was predictability,” he
said. “And then to have the Governor’s Office essentially not come through is a bummer. It’s just not great
for that relationship.” Ducey spokesman CJ Karamargin didn’t answer specific questions about how much
funding will be provided compared to the amount requested, but said the requests exceeded the $370
million budgeted. Between June, when Ducey announced the program as a “guarantee” of a certain level of
funding even as school enrollments, and August, when it posted the grant application, the Governor’s
Office quietly walked back its assurances. The grant application instead said grants would be provided “up
to” the full amount calculated under a formula. Some districts, including Phoenix Union, received about as
much as they expected. In others, award letters that arrived last Wednesday as schools left for Thanksgiving
break were far less than expected. Tucson Unified School District, the second largest in the state, expected
about $20 million but received about $15.5 million. Its rival for the second largest district, Chandler
Unified School District, expects to get about $1.4 million less than anticipated. Gilbert Public Schools
could be down $14 million. And while these numbers pale in comparison to a total school district’s budget,
they come at a time when expenses related to Covid are up and revenue from things like school lunches and
campus events are down. In Tucson, board members could have to consider ending all-day kindergarten,
which costs $7 million annually, or freezing teacher salaries, because raises cost a few million cach year,
outgoing board president Kristel Foster told our reporter.
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THERE’S A PIZZAGATE JOKE IN HERE SOMEWHERE

Conservative protesters led by former Senate candidate
Daniel McCarthy and the recognizably tattooed,
headdress-clad Q-Anon conspiracy theorist Jake Angeli
barged into the House lobby this afternoon calling for
“Rusty Cowers” to come down and address them. A
video shared with our reporter by a railbird in the room
shows Angeli screaming, “Come on down here Rusty
Cowers, let’s talk, baby!... We just want to talk, we’ll be
civil.” McCarthy posted his own Facebook video as well
(LINK). The protestors demanded an audit of the 7
clection, a request that Republican leaders have so far denied. The video shows DPS officers milling about
the lobby as the protestors yell. The protestors barged into the lobby when pizza was delivered for the new-
member orientation at the House. Most of the handful of protesters left to head toward the executive tower,
though some stragglers remained as of around, according to another source in the building. A spokesman
for the Dept of Public Safety said the protesters “showed up at the Capitol” but left on their own.
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Ducey’s New COVID Measures Show ‘Failure of Leadership’

PHOENIX — Honest Arizona executive director Niles Harris released the following statement after Governor Doug
Ducey announced essentially no changes to mitigate the rapidly worsening COVID situation in Arizona:

“Arizona public health officials laid out very clearly what actions the State must take to prevent an avoidable level of
suffering, and Governor Ducey ignored them. Governor Ducey has failed to lead throughout this pandemic and now
we re facing an out-of-control situation that he’s refusing to address. Arizonans demand that Governor Ducey listen
to the experts and take steps to keep them safe.”

Medical professionals wrote to Bucey carlier this week outlining steps to mitigate the spread of COVID in Arizona
following the Thanksgiving holiday. Ducey took none of the proposed steps and ignored health officials.

Rep. Kirkpatrick Fights for Land Ports of Entry Funding in Final FY2021
Funding Bill

Emphasizes urgent need for modernization of Arizona LPOEs

(Washington, DC) — Today, Rep. Kirkpatrick and her colleagues sent a letter to House and Senate leadership
emphasizing the need to include $2.8 billion for land ports of entry (LPOE) modernization in the FY2021
appropriations funding bill.

In July, Rep. Kirkpatrick was successful in securing funding for Land Ports of Entry projects within the 2021 Fiscal
budget, which passed the House in the summer and made its way to budget negotiations in the Senate.

“I have toured our Southern Arizona ports — it is clear they are no longer suitable for the high volume of traffic that
flows through them every day,” said Rep. Kirkpatrick. "Between commercial trade, cross-border tourism and
economic activity, and CBP monitoring, it is clear we desperately need modernized ports, especially in Douglas.
Securing the funding needed to modernize Arizona’s land ports of entry has been my top priority since the start of the
appropriations process, and I will continue fighting until we see it through.”

“LPOEs are critical to national security and local economies,” expressed the Representatives. “The vast majority of
trade with Mexico and Canada — two of the nation’s three largest trading partners — flows through LPOEs, which
facilitate vital economic activity while providing Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) the facilities and tools necessary
to regulate flow in and out of our country.”

Many LPOEs have aged and are no longer suitable to process the volume of traffic that flows through them every day.
Three of the fifteen LPOEs on the Financial Services and General Government’s priority list are in Arizona: the San
Luis Port of Entry and the commercial and non-commercial ports in Douglas.

“I was able to make strides in committee and get the funding passed in the House budget — but now it’s time to carry
out the mission through the end. I am fighting tooth and nail to get the funding LPOEs need all the way through and
included in the final FY2021 budget,” explained Rep Kirkpatrick.

“While we are aware of budget limitations, we believe that modernizing LPOEs should be a top priority,” the
Representatives wrote in their letter. ”With modernized LPOEs, we will increase economic activity and
development while enhancing border and national security. As such, we respectfully request that you work to include
the House-passed language for LPOEs and support funding of $2.8 billion for this activity in the FY 2021 omnibus
appropriations bill.”

Read the full text of the letter here.

To view this press release on the website, click here.

Board Votes to Intervene in Election Case
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Phoenix — The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to intervene in the Ward v. Jackson
litigation to facilitate the court’s process and defend the integrity and accuracy of the county election. Supervisor
Steve Gallardo, District 5, had to recuse himself because he is named in the lawsuit.
As part of evidentiary discovery on Tuesday, the Elections Department undertook an examination of 100 randomly
selected ballots and 100 signatures on mail-in ballot affidavit envelopes per Judge Warner’s order. Democrats and
Republicans took part in the process. The ballots were a small sample from a group of 27,000 that the tabulation
equipment could not read because:

¢ Almost 10,000 ballots were from military or overseas voters who returned their ballots via a secure portal;

e  The ballots were in braille or large print;

e  The ballots arrived damaged.
State law requires a tabulator count all ballots. Therefore, when the equipment is unable to read a ballot, Arizona law
requires that it must be duplicated by two members of different parties under supervision of an inspector and Election
Department staff. This human process is never perfect, but it is required by law.
The Board of Supervisors directed the County Attorney to offer to expand the duplicated ballot review by up to 2,500
ballots, or however many can be reviewed by the time the hearing in Ward v. Jackson begins Thursday. The Board did
so in order to provide further clarity and confidence in the election results. The Board of Supervisors has been clear
throughout this election that officials administered this election with integrity and transparency. The motion by the
Board today is another step to ensure confidence in the election results by further opening up the elections process for
public inspection.

Governor Ducey Announces Latest Actions To Fight COVID-19,

Increase Hospital Staffing
PHOENIX — Governor Doug Ducey today announced a series of meaningful actions to fight the spread of COVID-
19 in Arizona, support our hospitals and frontline health care workers, and provide the state’s hard-hit restaurants with
the resources needed to keep patrons and staff healthy.
Speaking at the State Public Health Laboratory, Governor Ducey outlined measures to ensure Arizonans have access
to the vaccine and hospitals can meet the staffing demands of the recent rise in COVID-19 cases.
The Governor was joined by Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) Director Dr. Cara Christ, Arizona
Department of Emergency and Military Affairs Director Major General Michael T. McGuire, Arizona Restaurant
Association President and CEO Steve Chucri, and Town of Sahuarita Mayor Tom Murphy.
Today’s actions:

e Update on vaccine distribution plan
Executive Order ensuring all Arizonans receive the vaccine without financial barriers
Executive Order easing regulations on outdoor dining
$1.2 million more to support Arizona restaurants
Executive Order enhancing health and safety requirements for large public events approved by local cities,
towns and counties

e  $60 million more to support hospital staffing
“With COVID-19 cases rising in Arizona and across the nation, we must remain vigilant,” said Governor Ducey.
“Many Arizonans and businesses have acted responsibly for many months to fight the spread of the virus, and we
can’t ease up now. Today’s efforts will ensure getting the vaccine is free of charge for all Arizonans, help restaurants
offer more outdoor seating, further crack down on large events, support our health care heroes and more. My thanks to
partners across the state and at the federal level for the continued work to protect Arizonans and support frontline
workers.”
Vaccine Distribution
Arizona is expected to receive an initial shipment of COVID-19 vaccine doses in mid to late December, with more
doses available in the weeks following. Once received, the state will promptly begin distribution. The distribution plan
prioritizes health care workers, residents of long term care facilities, educators and vulnerable populations. ADHS
Director Dr. Christ will provide updated details of the vaccination plan at a later date.
Additionally, the Governor today issued an Exccutive Order ensuring all Arizonans receive the vaccine without any
financial barriers. The Governor’s Office has worked closely with insurers to ensure cost-sharing requirements, such
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as co-pays and co-insurance, for the vaccine are waived.

Support For Restaurants

The Governor today issued an Executive Order easing red tape on outdoor dining, increasing opportunities for safer
dining experiences. The order makes it easier for restaurants to expand outdoor dining spaces.

Previously, restaurants could not temporarily extend their premises and they were limited to the amount of space for
which they could extend their premises. The existing barriers result in longer wait times and a more onerous process
with the local governing body. This order provides temporary extensions after approval from the local governing
body.

The Arizona Office of Tourism (AOT) is providing $100,000 to the Arizona Lodging and Tourism Association
(AzLTA) to expand its AZSAFE+CLEAN Certification program, helping restaurants and hotels strengthen sanitation
and mitigation practices to further protect patrons and staff. With the funding, AzLTA will:

¢  Make public health and sanitation experts available to hotels and resorts;

e Develop a webinar in consultation with the Arizona Office of Tourism (AOT) and Arizona Commerce
Authority (ACA) related to the AZSAFE+CLEAN Certification program, providing an overview of the
program and marketing offerings in relation to the program; and

¢ Develop a statewide outreach campaign to encourage participation and make hotels and resorts aware of the
cooperative membership grants available.

“The AzZLTA AZSAFE+CLEAN Certification program is an innovative way to show guests and prospective travelers
the hard work being done to keep our properties clean and safe for staff and guests,” said AzZLTA President and CEO
Kim Sabow. "We want our guests to have peace of mind when they visit our hotels and resorts and know that our
properties are going above and beyond to provide a healthy, safe and high-quality experience. We thank Governor
Ducey and the Arizona Office of Tourism for the resources to expand this program to further strengthen sanitation
practices throughout the state and help build consumer confidence.”

Arizona is also providing an initial investment of $1 million to help restaurants and other dining establishments
expand outdoor dining options, further protecting patrons and staff and making more space for customers. The
funding will support the launch of the Safest Outside Restaurant Assistance Program, funding up to $10,000 per
restaurant for items they need to extend their outdoor dining premise, including outdoor furniture, barriers, patio
heaters, patio covers, and more.

Funding will be distributed on a first come, first served basis for eligible businesses that have been approved for an
extension of premises. To be eligible, applicants must comply with all COVID-19 related Executive Orders;
demonstrate a new extension of premises that has been approved by the local governing body and the Arizona
Department of Liquor, if applicable; plan to extend the premises for a minimum of three months; must have fewer
than 50 employees; must be Arizona owned and operated, and more. Additional requirements will be listed on the
application. The application will open on Monday, December 7 and will be available HERE.

The funding for the Safest Outside Restaurant Assistance Program comes from the Crisis Contingency and Safety Net
Fund, a bipartisan budget agreement signed by Governor Ducey that added $50 million for Arizona’s COVID-19
Tesponse.

Additionally, AOT is providing $100,000 to help restaurants and other dining establishments safely and effectively
expand outdoor dining options for patrons. With the funding, the Arizona Restaurant Association (ARA) will provide
direct consultation to any Arizona dining establishment interested in expanding its premises to increase physical
distancing and maximize seating capacity amid the pandemic.

ARA will assist in navigating the local and state permitting process, and provide application review prior to
restaurants submitting to local and state officials. Additionally, ARA will expand public health campaigns that inform
Arizona restaurants of current public health best practices.

“Just like every other business, Arizona’s restaurants are working hard to navigate the pandemic and protect
employees and customers,” said ARA President and CEO Steve Chucri. “The Arizona Restaurant Association
continues to work with public health officials to make adjustments as needed, including moving many operations
outdoors and strengthening sanitation measures. My thanks to Governor Ducey for the continued work to support
restaurants across the state and their employees and customers.”

Mitigation Requirements For Events

Governor Ducey also issued an Executive Order enhancing health and safety requirements for large public events
approved by local cities, towns and counties.

Under Executive Order 2020-43 issued in June, organized public events with more than 50 attendees are prohibited in
Arizona, with the option for local jurisdictions to selectively approve events of greater than 50 people only if they
implemented enhanced mitigation measures.
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Beginning today, organized public events of more than 50 people may only be approved by local cities, towns and
counties if they have determined that safety precautions consistent with guidance issued by both the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and ADHS are in place, and the event organizer has committed to
implementing and enforcing these precautions.

If an event is approved by a local city, town or county, the local jurisdiction must publicly post the mitigation
measures that the event organizer is required to implement and enforce on their website and submit a copy to ADHS.
In addition, the jurisdiction must dedicate resources to enforcing mitigation measures that the organizer has agreed to
implement during the event and any public health requirements currently applicable in the jurisdiction.

As was the case before, a local city, town or county may deny a request for an organized event due to public health
concerns related to COVID-19.

Additional Dollars For Hospitals

The Governor is directing an additional $60 million to provide more staffing at Arizona hospitals. With the funding,
ADHS is working to secure an additional 500 nurses through the end of the month, with additional staffing to last
throughout January. The staffing boost will provide critical nursing resources to hospitals statewide amid the surge of
COVID-19 patients.

Today’s funding for staffing comes from the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) as part of the federal CARES Act. It
comes in addition to the $23 millign from CRF announced last month to help hospitals address staffing needs and
support current staff.

View a list of today’s actions HERE.

QTE - David Stevens, Cochise County Recorder and

- former lawmaker, on our reporter comparing
i 73\1’ ' the hunt for voter fraud to the hunt for Bigfoot

“But just so you know, f*cking Bigfoot exists.”
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100 BALLOTS AIN’T GONNA SWAY THIS ELECTION, KELLI
AZ.GOP Chair Kelli Ward’s hunt for messed-up duplicate ballots turned up
nine out of the more than 1,600 ballots inspected, Maricopa County election
day director Scott Jarrett testified in court today.

THEY MADE IT, THEY CAN TAKE IT BACK

Townsend wants the Legislature to take control of the election integrity unit
after Brnovich declined to investigate allegations of election fraud from a 10-
hour meeting between lawmakers and Trump’s attorney at a hotel this week.

ON BIGFOOT, LOST KEYS AND STOLEN ELECTIONS

Former Republican lawmaker turned Cochise County Recorder David Stevens
told our reporter today that while he hasn’t seen any hard evidence of systemic
election fraud, he’s not convinced it didn’t happen.
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IT’S GONNA BE A BUSY SESSION
Stevens has been helping lawmakers vet election bills, and expects lawmakers
to file dozens of election reform bills in the coming session.

NO BILLS TO INVESTIGATE HUGO CHAVEZ, AT LEAST
Kavanagh confirmed he’s working on a host of election law changes, and said
he expects some of them to receive bipartisan support.

GOV MAKES PROMISE — WHAT HAPPENS NEXT WILL SHOCK

Some Arizona schools could have to cut millions from their budgets because
Ducey isn’t fulfilling his pledge to keep state per pupil funding cuts to just 2
percent.

THERE’S A PIZZAGATE JOKE IN HERE SOMEWHERE
Conservative protesters led by former Senate candidate Daniel McCarthy and
the recognizably tattooed, headdress-clad Q-Anon conspiracy theorist Jake
Angeli barged into the House lobby this afternoon calling for “Rusty Cowers”

to come down and address them.
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100 BALLOTS AIN'T GONNA SWAY THIS ELECTION, KELLI

AZGOP Chair Kelli Ward’s hunt for messed-up duplicate
ballots turned up nine out of the more than 1,600 ballots
inspected, Maricopa County e¢lection day director Scott Jarrett
testified in court today. One ballot was erroneously counted for
Biden rather than Trump. Others went uncounted as overvotes
or undervotes, including six from voters who chose Trump and
two from voters who backed Biden. Ward is secking to throw
out the 2020 election results, or appoint Trump ¢lectors instead
of Biden clectors, based on a theory that there was significant
fraud connected to mailed ballots and duplicated ballots in
Maricopa County. Instead, she has so far found a negligible
number of errors. Arguments in the case were ongoing at our
deadline, but Maricopa County Superior Court Judge Randall R
Warner had already dismissed a significant portion of Ward’s suit early in the day. A key element of her
case rested on complaints that partisan poll observers couldn’t stand close enough to observe signature
verification, and therefore couldn’t trust that clection staff accurately verified signatures on ballot
envelopes. If Ward wanted that claim addressed, she would have needed to file suit far earlier, when that
claim could have been addressed without throwing out the entire election, Warner said. (A separate lawsuit
filed in federal court yesterday makes similar allegations about partisan poll watchers being unable to
witness signature verification (Y8, 12/2) — the judge will hear arguments about motions to dismiss that case
on Monday or Tuesday.) Wamer allowed arguments to proceed on the duplicated ballots, and Ward
attorney Jack Wilenchik erroneously claimed that extrapolating those errors could lead to a Trump win,
since Trump lost the state by 0.3 percent, while 0.5 percent of the duplicated ballots inspected had errors. In
fact, the vast majority of the ballots cast in the state didn’t need to be duplicated, and therefore wouldn’t
have the same kind of errors. Even if all duplicated ballots that had errors favored Trump, he could still
only gain slightly more than 100 ballots, Jarrett said during his testimony.

THEY MADE IT, THEY CAN TAKE IT BACK

Townsend wants the Legislature to take control of the election integrity unit after Brnovich declined to
investigate allegations of election fraud from a 10-hour meeting between lawmakers and Trump’s attorney
at a hotel this week. Townsend told our reporter she doesn’t think Brnovich should control the unit if he’s
not going to investigate every complaint (she backed the 2019 law that created and funded the unit to the
tune of $500,000, but said she originally wanted the Legislature to control the unit). “If we can’t get them
to investigate, then we shouldn’t be funding it,” she said. Townsend said she would try to move the unit
under the Auditor General, who works for the Legislature and investigates financial issues. Her dispute
with Brnovich began with Townsend sending Brnovich’s office a YouTube link to the meeting and asking
it to investigate every complaint. Assistant Attorney General Jennifer Wright explained that many of the
allegations are part of ongoing litigation, and that anyone with concrete evidence of voter fraud can file a
complaint with the office. The Attorney General also doesn’t have the authority to issue subpoenas in
clection cases that aren’t related to campaign finance or investigate election equipment, which is under
control of county boards of supervisors, Wright said. (Ugenti-Rita announced today that Maricopa County
Supervisor Steve Chucri told her he would support a full audit of Maricopa County’s election equipment.)
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ON BIGFOOT, LOST KEYS AND STOLEN ELECTIONS

Former Republican lawmaker turned Cochise County Recorder David
Stevens told our reporter today that while he hasn’t seen any hard
evidence of systemic election fraud, he’s not convinced it didn’t
happen. To restore voter confidence in the system, he thinks Maricopa
County, at least, should conduct a full recount and forensic audit of the
election results. Going forward, the state needs to beef up its automatic
recount statutes and auditing laws, he said. Stevens took a somewhat
nuanced view on ¢lection fraud, saying becoming a county recorder
taught him a lot about election integrity that he never understood as a
lawmaker, and even though there hasn’t been any solid evidence, there
have been serious allegations that authorities need to investigate to
boost voter confidence. “The answer may be there is no fraud. If we did
a forensic audit and there’s no fraud, I'm on board — let’s move on to
2022.” he said. Stevens watched part of Monday’s election fraud panel,
and found some of the allegations raised credible, or at least worth investigating, especially the testlmony
from Col Phil Waldron, who argued that Dominion voting machines could, in theory, be hacked — though
he didn’t offer any proof they were. “There’s enough questions in my mind, as an IT professional, cyber
spook and county recorder, that it needs to be investigated,” Stevens said. While he acknowledged there’s
no hard evidence of systemic fraud, he said the state wouldn’t fully know until there’s a thorough
investigation. Stevens compared the hunt for election fraud to the hunt for lost house keys, saying it’s
always in the last place you look. When our reporter suggested a more apt comparison might be the hunt
for Bigfoot — since, unlike voting fraud, we know keys exist — Stevens laughed and said that may be fair.
“But just so you know, f*cking Bigfoot exists,” he joked.

IT’S GONNA BE A BUSY SESSION

Stevens has been helping lawmakers vet election bills, and expects lawmakers to file dozens of election
reform bills in the coming session. Blackman announced last week that he would hold a stakeholder’s
meeting with all 15 county recorders, and that Stevens would help him investigate fraud allegations and
draft policy to overhaul Arizona’s election laws, though Stevens said that meeting hasn’t happened vet. “He
wants to review the entire process, which is good, but quite a Herculean task,” Stevens said. “1 tried to get
him to focus on the things that are just obviously wrong, or need fixing, but he wants to do it more
holistically, which is fine.” Stevens’ top issue, he said, is figuring out a better method for removing dead
people from the voter list. “I still use newspaper obituaries,” he said, noting the state also subscribes to the
ERIC system (LINK) that shows both death records and people registered in multiple states, among the 28
states that subscribe to the system. Still, he found two voters who died in September, but managed to fill
out and sign ballots that weren’t sent until October. He caught those, he said, because the voters were
flagged as deceased and the signatures were clearly fraudulent, and he forwarded those on to law
enforcement. Instead, he wants a list of deaths from the Bureau of Vital Records or mortuaries themselves.
Still, he noted that’s different from the kind of institutional fraud some are claiming. Other changes he’s
secking include moving deadlines around, including moving up the date for write-in candidates to file.
Currently, recorders send ballots overseas 45 days before the election, but write-in candidates are allowed
to file up to 40 days before an election, he said. He also wants to change the Service Arizona website to a
.gov address for added security and confidence for voters to know it’s a government website. Besides his
own priorities, Stevens has heard from a host of lawmakers seeking his input on bills, including about 12
from Ugenti-Rita and Kavanagh, and he said he heard Townsend already has 18 election bill folders open.
“And I have a feeling that’s the low number, not the high number,” he said.
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NO BILLS TO INVESTIGATE HUGO CHAVEZ, AT LEAST

Kavanagh confirmed he’s working on a host of election law
changes, and said he expects some of them to receive bipartisan
support. He expects Democrats could sign on to new legislation to
ensure ballots remain private as people walk around voting centers,
and requirements for how county election officials inform voters
how their machines work. The use of green and red buttons on
Maricopa County machines confused some voters to the point that
they showed up in multiple lawsuits. However, he doesn’t expect
Democrats will like all of his election bills. He said one issue at the top of hlS hst is how to ensure that
audits are capturing a “truly representative sample” of ballots, though he won’t be sure how to do that until
he meets with county recorders. He also wants to add new restrictions to the PEVL and allow recorders to
do more culling of the list. “We would be looking into making sure that all of those who have mailed
ballots are actually people who live in those addresses and have a pulse,” he said. “I think that’s where a
little bit of partisan politics comes in, striking the balance between voter access and ballot security.” Any
bill he backs will require notifying voters before they’re removed from the PEVL, he said. Currently, voters
remain on the list until they request removal, cancel their voter registration or election materials are
returned as undeliverable. Ugenti-Rita sought in 2019 to require that counties purge voters who skipped
two primary and general elections in a row, but her S1188 (permanent early voting list) failed to pass the
House (¥$, 4/4/19). One Dem railbird told our reporter Democrats are bracing for a flood of “alternative
reality” election legislation, but said they took some solace in Kavanagh heading up the Government and
Elections Committee, saying while he’s a partisan, he’s not untethered from reality like some of his
colleagues.

GOV MAKES PROMISE — WHAT HAPPENS NEXT WILL SHOCK YOU!

Some Arizona schools could have to cut millions from their budgets because Ducey isn’t fulfilling his
pledge to keep state per pupil funding cuts to just 2 percent. Schools were originally under the impression
that the $370 million grant program Ducey announced in a June executive order (LINK) would count as a
down payment and Ducey would ensure they received the full amount they needed to guarantee no more
than a 2 percent cut in state funding, according to Chris Kotterman, director of governmental relations for
the Arizona School Boards Association. “We really tried very hard to tamp down some apprehension about
the (grant) program and sell it to districts as a way to get what they needed, which was predictability,” he
said. “And then to have the Governor’s Office essentially not come through is a bummer. It’s just not great
for that relationship.” Ducey spokesman CJ Karamargin didn’t answer specific questions about how much
funding will be provided compared to the amount requested, but said the requests exceeded the $370
million budgeted. Between June, when Ducey announced the program as a “guarantee” of a certain level of
funding even as school enrollments, and August, when it posted the grant application, the Governor’s
Office quietly walked back its assurances. The grant application instead said grants would be provided “up
to” the full amount calculated under a formula. Some districts, including Phoenix Union, received about as
much as they expected. In others, award letters that arrived last Wednesday as schools left for Thanksgiving
break were far less than expected. Tucson Unified School District, the second largest in the state, expected
about $20 million but received about $15.5 million. Its rival for the second largest district, Chandler
Unified School District, expects to get about $1.4 million less than anticipated. Gilbert Public Schools
could be down $14 million. And while these numbers pale in comparison to a total school district’s budget,
they come at a time when expenses related to Covid are up and revenue from things like school lunches and
campus events are down. In Tucson, board members could have to consider ending all-day kindergarten,
which costs $7 million annually, or freezing teacher salaries, because raises cost a few million cach year,
outgoing board president Kristel Foster told our reporter.
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THERE’S A PIZZAGATE JOKE IN HERE SOMEWHERE

Conservative protesters led by former Senate candidate
Daniel McCarthy and the recognizably tattooed,
headdress-clad Q-Anon conspiracy theorist Jake Angeli
barged into the House lobby this afternoon calling for
“Rusty Cowers” to come down and address them. A
video shared with our reporter by a railbird in the room
shows Angeli screaming, “Come on down here Rusty
Cowers, let’s talk, baby!... We just want to talk, we’ll be
civil.” McCarthy posted his own Facebook video as well
(LINK). The protestors demanded an audit of the 7
clection, a request that Republican leaders have so far denied. The video shows DPS officers milling about
the lobby as the protestors yell. The protestors barged into the lobby when pizza was delivered for the new-
member orientation at the House. Most of the handful of protesters left to head toward the executive tower,
though some stragglers remained as of around, according to another source in the building. A spokesman
for the Dept of Public Safety said the protesters “showed up at the Capitol” but left on their own.
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Ducey’s New COVID Measures Show ‘Failure of Leadership’

PHOENIX — Honest Arizona executive director Niles Harris released the following statement after Governor Doug
Ducey announced essentially no changes to mitigate the rapidly worsening COVID situation in Arizona:

“Arizona public health officials laid out very clearly what actions the State must take to prevent an avoidable level of
suffering, and Governor Ducey ignored them. Governor Ducey has failed to lead throughout this pandemic and now
we re facing an out-of-control situation that he’s refusing to address. Arizonans demand that Governor Ducey listen
to the experts and take steps to keep them safe.”

Medical professionals wrote to Bucey carlier this week outlining steps to mitigate the spread of COVID in Arizona
following the Thanksgiving holiday. Ducey took none of the proposed steps and ignored health officials.

Rep. Kirkpatrick Fights for Land Ports of Entry Funding in Final FY2021
Funding Bill

Emphasizes urgent need for modernization of Arizona LPOEs

(Washington, DC) — Today, Rep. Kirkpatrick and her colleagues sent a letter to House and Senate leadership
emphasizing the need to include $2.8 billion for land ports of entry (LPOE) modernization in the FY2021
appropriations funding bill.

In July, Rep. Kirkpatrick was successful in securing funding for Land Ports of Entry projects within the 2021 Fiscal
budget, which passed the House in the summer and made its way to budget negotiations in the Senate.

“I have toured our Southern Arizona ports — it is clear they are no longer suitable for the high volume of traffic that
flows through them every day,” said Rep. Kirkpatrick. "Between commercial trade, cross-border tourism and
economic activity, and CBP monitoring, it is clear we desperately need modernized ports, especially in Douglas.
Securing the funding needed to modernize Arizona’s land ports of entry has been my top priority since the start of the
appropriations process, and I will continue fighting until we see it through.”

“LPOEs are critical to national security and local economies,” expressed the Representatives. “The vast majority of
trade with Mexico and Canada — two of the nation’s three largest trading partners — flows through LPOEs, which
facilitate vital economic activity while providing Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) the facilities and tools necessary
to regulate flow in and out of our country.”

Many LPOEs have aged and are no longer suitable to process the volume of traffic that flows through them every day.
Three of the fifteen LPOEs on the Financial Services and General Government’s priority list are in Arizona: the San
Luis Port of Entry and the commercial and non-commercial ports in Douglas.

“I was able to make strides in committee and get the funding passed in the House budget — but now it’s time to carry
out the mission through the end. I am fighting tooth and nail to get the funding LPOEs need all the way through and
included in the final FY2021 budget,” explained Rep Kirkpatrick.

“While we are aware of budget limitations, we believe that modernizing LPOEs should be a top priority,” the
Representatives wrote in their letter. ”With modernized LPOEs, we will increase economic activity and
development while enhancing border and national security. As such, we respectfully request that you work to include
the House-passed language for LPOEs and support funding of $2.8 billion for this activity in the FY 2021 omnibus
appropriations bill.”

Read the full text of the letter here.

To view this press release on the website, click here.

Board Votes to Intervene in Election Case
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Phoenix — The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to intervene in the Ward v. Jackson
litigation to facilitate the court’s process and defend the integrity and accuracy of the county election. Supervisor
Steve Gallardo, District 5, had to recuse himself because he is named in the lawsuit.
As part of evidentiary discovery on Tuesday, the Elections Department undertook an examination of 100 randomly
selected ballots and 100 signatures on mail-in ballot affidavit envelopes per Judge Warner’s order. Democrats and
Republicans took part in the process. The ballots were a small sample from a group of 27,000 that the tabulation
equipment could not read because:

¢ Almost 10,000 ballots were from military or overseas voters who returned their ballots via a secure portal;

e  The ballots were in braille or large print;

e  The ballots arrived damaged.
State law requires a tabulator count all ballots. Therefore, when the equipment is unable to read a ballot, Arizona law
requires that it must be duplicated by two members of different parties under supervision of an inspector and Election
Department staff. This human process is never perfect, but it is required by law.
The Board of Supervisors directed the County Attorney to offer to expand the duplicated ballot review by up to 2,500
ballots, or however many can be reviewed by the time the hearing in Ward v. Jackson begins Thursday. The Board did
so in order to provide further clarity and confidence in the election results. The Board of Supervisors has been clear
throughout this election that officials administered this election with integrity and transparency. The motion by the
Board today is another step to ensure confidence in the election results by further opening up the elections process for
public inspection.

Governor Ducey Announces Latest Actions To Fight COVID-19,

Increase Hospital Staffing
PHOENIX — Governor Doug Ducey today announced a series of meaningful actions to fight the spread of COVID-
19 in Arizona, support our hospitals and frontline health care workers, and provide the state’s hard-hit restaurants with
the resources needed to keep patrons and staff healthy.
Speaking at the State Public Health Laboratory, Governor Ducey outlined measures to ensure Arizonans have access
to the vaccine and hospitals can meet the staffing demands of the recent rise in COVID-19 cases.
The Governor was joined by Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) Director Dr. Cara Christ, Arizona
Department of Emergency and Military Affairs Director Major General Michael T. McGuire, Arizona Restaurant
Association President and CEO Steve Chucri, and Town of Sahuarita Mayor Tom Murphy.
Today’s actions:

e Update on vaccine distribution plan
Executive Order ensuring all Arizonans receive the vaccine without financial barriers
Executive Order easing regulations on outdoor dining
$1.2 million more to support Arizona restaurants
Executive Order enhancing health and safety requirements for large public events approved by local cities,
towns and counties

e  $60 million more to support hospital staffing
“With COVID-19 cases rising in Arizona and across the nation, we must remain vigilant,” said Governor Ducey.
“Many Arizonans and businesses have acted responsibly for many months to fight the spread of the virus, and we
can’t ease up now. Today’s efforts will ensure getting the vaccine is free of charge for all Arizonans, help restaurants
offer more outdoor seating, further crack down on large events, support our health care heroes and more. My thanks to
partners across the state and at the federal level for the continued work to protect Arizonans and support frontline
workers.”
Vaccine Distribution
Arizona is expected to receive an initial shipment of COVID-19 vaccine doses in mid to late December, with more
doses available in the weeks following. Once received, the state will promptly begin distribution. The distribution plan
prioritizes health care workers, residents of long term care facilities, educators and vulnerable populations. ADHS
Director Dr. Christ will provide updated details of the vaccination plan at a later date.
Additionally, the Governor today issued an Exccutive Order ensuring all Arizonans receive the vaccine without any
financial barriers. The Governor’s Office has worked closely with insurers to ensure cost-sharing requirements, such
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as co-pays and co-insurance, for the vaccine are waived.

Support For Restaurants

The Governor today issued an Executive Order easing red tape on outdoor dining, increasing opportunities for safer
dining experiences. The order makes it easier for restaurants to expand outdoor dining spaces.

Previously, restaurants could not temporarily extend their premises and they were limited to the amount of space for
which they could extend their premises. The existing barriers result in longer wait times and a more onerous process
with the local governing body. This order provides temporary extensions after approval from the local governing
body.

The Arizona Office of Tourism (AOT) is providing $100,000 to the Arizona Lodging and Tourism Association
(AzLTA) to expand its AZSAFE+CLEAN Certification program, helping restaurants and hotels strengthen sanitation
and mitigation practices to further protect patrons and staff. With the funding, AzLTA will:

¢  Make public health and sanitation experts available to hotels and resorts;

e Develop a webinar in consultation with the Arizona Office of Tourism (AOT) and Arizona Commerce
Authority (ACA) related to the AZSAFE+CLEAN Certification program, providing an overview of the
program and marketing offerings in relation to the program; and

¢ Develop a statewide outreach campaign to encourage participation and make hotels and resorts aware of the
cooperative membership grants available.

“The AzZLTA AZSAFE+CLEAN Certification program is an innovative way to show guests and prospective travelers
the hard work being done to keep our properties clean and safe for staff and guests,” said AzZLTA President and CEO
Kim Sabow. "We want our guests to have peace of mind when they visit our hotels and resorts and know that our
properties are going above and beyond to provide a healthy, safe and high-quality experience. We thank Governor
Ducey and the Arizona Office of Tourism for the resources to expand this program to further strengthen sanitation
practices throughout the state and help build consumer confidence.”

Arizona is also providing an initial investment of $1 million to help restaurants and other dining establishments
expand outdoor dining options, further protecting patrons and staff and making more space for customers. The
funding will support the launch of the Safest Outside Restaurant Assistance Program, funding up to $10,000 per
restaurant for items they need to extend their outdoor dining premise, including outdoor furniture, barriers, patio
heaters, patio covers, and more.

Funding will be distributed on a first come, first served basis for eligible businesses that have been approved for an
extension of premises. To be eligible, applicants must comply with all COVID-19 related Executive Orders;
demonstrate a new extension of premises that has been approved by the local governing body and the Arizona
Department of Liquor, if applicable; plan to extend the premises for a minimum of three months; must have fewer
than 50 employees; must be Arizona owned and operated, and more. Additional requirements will be listed on the
application. The application will open on Monday, December 7 and will be available HERE.

The funding for the Safest Outside Restaurant Assistance Program comes from the Crisis Contingency and Safety Net
Fund, a bipartisan budget agreement signed by Governor Ducey that added $50 million for Arizona’s COVID-19
Tesponse.

Additionally, AOT is providing $100,000 to help restaurants and other dining establishments safely and effectively
expand outdoor dining options for patrons. With the funding, the Arizona Restaurant Association (ARA) will provide
direct consultation to any Arizona dining establishment interested in expanding its premises to increase physical
distancing and maximize seating capacity amid the pandemic.

ARA will assist in navigating the local and state permitting process, and provide application review prior to
restaurants submitting to local and state officials. Additionally, ARA will expand public health campaigns that inform
Arizona restaurants of current public health best practices.

“Just like every other business, Arizona’s restaurants are working hard to navigate the pandemic and protect
employees and customers,” said ARA President and CEO Steve Chucri. “The Arizona Restaurant Association
continues to work with public health officials to make adjustments as needed, including moving many operations
outdoors and strengthening sanitation measures. My thanks to Governor Ducey for the continued work to support
restaurants across the state and their employees and customers.”

Mitigation Requirements For Events

Governor Ducey also issued an Executive Order enhancing health and safety requirements for large public events
approved by local cities, towns and counties.

Under Executive Order 2020-43 issued in June, organized public events with more than 50 attendees are prohibited in
Arizona, with the option for local jurisdictions to selectively approve events of greater than 50 people only if they
implemented enhanced mitigation measures.
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Beginning today, organized public events of more than 50 people may only be approved by local cities, towns and
counties if they have determined that safety precautions consistent with guidance issued by both the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and ADHS are in place, and the event organizer has committed to
implementing and enforcing these precautions.

If an event is approved by a local city, town or county, the local jurisdiction must publicly post the mitigation
measures that the event organizer is required to implement and enforce on their website and submit a copy to ADHS.
In addition, the jurisdiction must dedicate resources to enforcing mitigation measures that the organizer has agreed to
implement during the event and any public health requirements currently applicable in the jurisdiction.

As was the case before, a local city, town or county may deny a request for an organized event due to public health
concerns related to COVID-19.

Additional Dollars For Hospitals

The Governor is directing an additional $60 million to provide more staffing at Arizona hospitals. With the funding,
ADHS is working to secure an additional 500 nurses through the end of the month, with additional staffing to last
throughout January. The staffing boost will provide critical nursing resources to hospitals statewide amid the surge of
COVID-19 patients.

Today’s funding for staffing comes from the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) as part of the federal CARES Act. It
comes in addition to the $23 millign from CRF announced last month to help hospitals address staffing needs and
support current staff.

View a list of today’s actions HERE.

QTE - David Stevens, Cochise County Recorder and

- former lawmaker, on our reporter comparing
i 73\1’ ' the hunt for voter fraud to the hunt for Bigfoot

“But just so you know, f*cking Bigfoot exists.”
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WHY WON’T YOU JUST RELEASE THE KRAKEN, KELLI?

This morning’s portion of the hearing for AZGOP chair Kelli Ward’s lawsuit to
throw out the results of the presidential election, which featured witnesses for
the Secretary of State and Maricopa County, proved less than promising for
Ward’s case.
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WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO THE RULE OF LAW REPUBLICANS?
After Trump’s personal attorney Rudy Giuliani paid him a visit this week,
Bowers fired off a statement today rebuking the ““breathtaking™ calls from
fellow conservatives to withhold the state’s 11 presidential electors.

NOW THAT’S A PODCAST

Finchem spent part of his morning continuing his attacks on Ducey and
spreading misinformation about Arizona’s election on former Trump advisor
Steve Bannon’s live podcast.

HE’S AN INFLUENCER NOW

Social media platforms banned Bannon after he said Anthony Fauci’s head
should be put on a pike in front of the White House “as a warning to
bureaucrats™ who oppose Trump — while Finchem’s Twitter following has
spiked following his election fraud meeting.

THOSE WHO DON'T LEARN HISTORY ARE DOOMED TO REPEAT
IT

As 15 new lawmakers prepare to take their seats in January, the House held
new-member orientation this week and screened a documentary about the 1991
AZScam scandal that led to the resignation of 1-in-10 lawmakers and seven
bribery convictions.

PRAY FOR LEGISLATIVE STAFF
The new-member orientation also offered the House opportunity to show off its
new acrylic dividers, but lawmakers are already refusing to wear masks.

A CLASSIC CASE OF TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE
The new measures Ducey announced this week will do little to mitigate the
virus, experts say, and come too late to stop the expected Christmas spike.
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WHY WON’T YOU JUST RELEASE THE KRAKEN, KELLI?

This moming’s portion of the hearing for AZGOP chair Kelli
Ward’s lawsuit to throw out the results of the presidential election,
which featured witnesses for the Secretary of State and Maricopa
County, proved less than promising for Ward’s case. Maricopa
County Superior Court Judge Randall Warner said he expects to
issue a ruling late this afternoon in Ward’s quest to invalidate the
clection based on evidence that shows that election workers
incorrectly duplicated 9 out of 1,626 ballots in errors that favored
both Biden and Trump. It’s worth noting that just as in every other
election case heard so far, at no point did Ward’s attorneys allege
fraud occurred. To start, Ward attorney Jack Wilenchik relied on
his handwriting expert, Laurie Hoeltzel, who is seeking a Ph.D. in 3
psychoneurology and has worked with True the Vote, a Texas-
based Tea Party group that has spent the past decade alleging fraud
in various elections. Hoeltzel said she couldn’t confirm that six of the signatures out of a selection of 100
that she analyzed matched voter files, because those voters only had one signature on file. However,
Maricopa County elections director Rey Valenzuela explained that the county can use other tools to verify a
ballot affidavit’s accuracy, including comparing numbers in the phone number or date voters print on the
ballot envelope. Maricopa County Election Day Director Scott Jarrett also refuted Thursday’s afternoon
testimony from Linda Brickman, interim chair of the Maricopa County Republican Party and a temporary
election worker, who said she was reprimanded for reporting that she watched ballots for Trump changed to
votes for Biden. Jarrett said he was part of the disciplinary meeting with Brickman, and it was about her
taking photos of signed ballot envelopes.

WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO THE RULE OF LAW REPUBLICANS?

After Trump’s personal attorney Rudy Giuliani paid him a visit this week, Bowers fired off a statement
today rebuking the “breathtaking” calls from fellow conservatives to withhold the state’s 11 presidential
electors. He wrote that Trump attorneys Rudy Giuliani and Jenna Ellis have twice made their case “that the
election was tainted by fraud” — once at Finchem’s “unofficial public gathering” and again in a private
meeting with legislative leadership — “but presented only theories, not proof.” Even if there was evidence of
fraud, Bowers wrote that there is no way to accomplish what Finchem and others want. The Legislature
will not reach the bipartisan supermajority necessary for a special session, he said, and even if it did, the
state must send its electors to the candidate who received the most votes, thanks to a law that Republicans
helped pass three years ago. “Nothing in the U.S. Constitution or the decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court
even suggests that the Arizona Legislature could retroactively appoint different electors who would cast
their ballots for different candidates.” This is Bowers’ first thorough public statement on the allegations of
election fraud from the Trump campaign and members of his caucus following his internal communications
to other lawmakers explaining the legal reality (Y8, 11/19). Still, despite his strong rhetoric — and his own
insistence that Trump’s attorneys have presented no proof — Bowers may be more open to theories of fraud
than his statement would suggest. Today, he and Fann both signed a letter from Petersen and Ugenti-Rita
calling for audits of Maricopa County ¢lection software and equipment, a proposal motivated by baseless
conspiracy theories about Dominion Voting Systems (LINK).
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NOW THAT’S A PODCAST

Finchem spent part of his morning continuing his attacks on
Ducey and spreading misinformation about Arizona’s election
on former Trump advisor Steve Bannon’s live podcast. “This
has turned into a fraud free for all. There’s so much here in this
thing that nobody knows really how to handle it,” Finchem
said (LINK). Among his weirder claims was his allegation that
fraud happened in Navajo County because “a state
representative received 16,000 more votes™ this year than in
2018, which he assumed could only mean people in Colorado
or New Mexico must have voted illegally in that race, likely
referring to Teller or Tsosie in LD7. (Of course, turnout hit
record numbers this year statewide, and Navajo County’s 74 percent turnout was actually lower than the
statewide average of roughly 80 percent.) Finchem and Bannon, who was an executive at Breithart before
working for Trump, teed off on Ducey, saying the governor knows the election was stolen, but refuses to
stop it because he’s secretly against Trump. “He’s a McCain guy, he was trying to insult [Trump], there’s
no doubt about it,” Bannon said. “I mean Ducey, that’s the type of guy he is, he wants to suck up to the
president when he thinks the president is in power. If the President’s not going to be in power, he’ll kick
him to the curb.” Finchem continued on to say he thinks Trump received 62 to 67 percent of the vote —
something that hasn’t happened since Ronald Reagan won Arizona in 1984. Finchem said in the conclusion
to his marathon ¢lection fraud panel on Monday that he and his crack team of legislators would put together
a resolution on the findings to present to leadership within 24 hours. However, as of this afternoon, the
Liberty Caucus squad had yet to file anything with the House, GOP majority spokesman Andrew Wilder
told our reporter.

THOSE WHO DON’T LEARN HISTORY ARE DOOMED TO REPEAT IT

As 15 new lawmakers prepare to take their seats in January, the House held new-member orientation this
week and screened a documentary about the 1991 AZScam scandal that led to the resignation of 1-in-10
lawmakers and seven bribery convictions. Mike Shahin, assistant director at the Legislative Broadcast
Center, produced the documentary alongside House Rules attorneys Tim Fleming and Krystle Fernandez
with help from Bailey Netsch, deputy communications director for House Democrats. “Honestly, 1 didn’t
know what AZScam was,” Shahin said of the mostly forgotten scandal (it doesn’t even have a Wikipedia
page). “I agreed to do it, and like two days later, Krystle called me from the Rules Office and she told me
the whole story and I was so hooked.” Shahin is a documentary filmmaker outside of his job at the Capitol,
and said he’s enthralled by the true crime genre. He tried to make the film in that style, splicing historical
film from the sting operation where lawmakers took bribes with cinematic b-roll of the locations and new
interviews with some of those involved, including Alston, former lawmakers Debbie McCune Davis, Pete
Rios, Mark Killian, AZScam detective Jack Ballentine and prosecutor Rick Romley, among others.
Stephanie Stahl Hamilton, an incoming Democratic lawmaker from Tucson, said she didn’t know much
about the scandal until the House screened the documentary yesterday, having lived in Massachusetts at the
time. “It’s a sobering reminder that truly this institution isn’t about us, it’s about the state of Arizona. And a
good cautionary tale for us to take our roles seriously,” she said. She said one part that stuck with her was a
clip of former lawmaker Sue Laybe, who said the same things still happen today, but in a much more polite
way. While the film currently serves as a training video for incoming lawmakers, Shahin said he hopes to
shop the documentary, with a new ending, to the independent film circuit after a little more polishing — and
hopefully a few additional original interviews with former lawmakers who were convicted of crimes. “They
turned us down in the first round. But I think once they see it and realize our intentions are pure, they’ll
hopefully get on board,” he said.
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PRAY FOR LEGISLATIVE STAFF

The new-member orientation also offered the House
opportunity to show off its new acrylic dividers, but lawmakers
are already refusing to wear masks. Although the House has
yet to officially adopt a mandatory mask policy, a copy of the
agenda for the orientation obtained by our reporter says, in
bold red font, “PPE is to be worn at all times.” This already has
been a challenge for some lawmakers, as multiple railbirds in
the room pointed out that LD12 Rep-clect Jake Hoffman was
at one stage just dangling the mask around his ear though he
later put it on. Dalessandro, who’s going through the orientation again because she’s moving over to the
House, shared that on day one “2.5” new lawmakers weren’t wearing masks (Wendy Rogers had hers off
on the House floor but put it on when they went to take a tour as a group). By today, a Dem railbird told our
reporter that most new Republicans weren’t wearing masks, and many refused to put them on when asked
to do so during a presentation from the Joint Legislative Budget Committee.

A CLASSIC CASE OF TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE

The new measures Ducey announced this week will do little to mitigate
the virus, experts say, and come too late to stop the expected Christmas
spike. Dr. Andrew Carroll, the medical director at Atembis, told our
reporter that he thought the restaurants expanding outdoor seating is a
positive step, but the lack of limitation on public and private events was
“pandering” to businesses, and his refusal to shutter bars and clubs means
transmission rates will likely not start to decline anytime soon. “As a
physician, I would like to have full shutdowns in areas with high disease
incidents of certain industries which we know increase the transmission of
the illness like bars and clubs,” he said. “We’re gonna have a horrible
Christmas.” He said hospitals are expecting to reach capacity in the next
couple of weeks and at this point, nothing can be done to prevent it. “The lack of mask mandates, the lack
of gathering sizes and industry shut down, especially over Thanksgiving holiday, is going to be the tsunami
we’re going to get hit with in the next two to three weeks and we’re already flooded,” Carroll said. Will
Humble took a more critical approach, once again calling out Ducey and Dr. Cara Christ for slow walking
their efforts to combat COVID-19. He agreed with Carroll that it’s too late to prevent deaths,
hospitalizations and more positive cases over the holidays. “[Ducey] could have done a full-on stay-at-
home order, the likes of which we had in April, and we would still have a terrible hospital crisis,” he said.
Humble said a mask mandate with enforcement on the businesses rather than the individual would have
been the smart move, but again, it’s too late for it to have an impact likely before January. Instead, Humble
said, Ducey is prioritizing making the businesses survive the pandemic rather than the individual.
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Speaker Bowers Addresses Calls for the Legislature to Overturn 2020
Certified Election Results

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - Arizona House Speaker Rusty Bowers today issued the following statement:

This week, Rudy Giuliani, Jenna Ellis, and others representing President Donald Trump came to Arizona with a
breathtaking request: that the Arizona Legislature overturn the certified results of last month’s election and deliver the
state’s electoral college votes to President Trump. The rule of law forbids us to do that.

Mr. Giuliani and Ms. Ellis made their case here at least twice—on Monday, at an unofficial public gathering hosted by
a small group of legislators; and again on Tuesday, during a closed-door meeting at the State Capitol with Republican
leaders from both chambers of the Legislature. Both times, the Trump team made claims that the election was tainted
by fraud but presented only theories, not proof. U.S. Attorney General William P. Barr said on Tuesday that he, too,
has “not seen fraud on a scale that could have effected a different outcome of the election.”

Even if such evidence existed, the Arizona Legislature simply couldn’t do what is being asked. Under our state’s
constitution, the Legislature can act only when it is in session, and the Legislature could call itself into a special
session only with the support of a bipartisan supermajority of its members.

That won’t materialize, but even if did, the Legislature couldn’t provide the recourse the President’s team seeks. The
U.S. Constitution authorizes each state to appoint presidential electors “in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may
direct.” For decades, Arizona law has required that the voters elect the state’s electors on Election Day—this year, on
November 3rd. And under a law the Republican-led Legislature passed just three years ago, the state’s electors are
required to cast their votes for the candidates who received the most votes in the official statewide election

canvass. Enacted after the 2016 presidential election, in which President Trump won the electoral college but not the
popular vote, the law was aimed at ensuring that Arizona’s electors would remain faithful to the vote of the people.

So under current Arizona law, the presidential electors who were elected on November 3 must, after the canvass is
completed, vote for the winners of the popular vote. Nothing in the U.S. Constitution or the decisions of the U.S.
Supreme Court even suggests that the Arizona Legislature could retroactively appoint different electors who would
cast their ballots for different candidates. The Trump legal team has cited McPherson v. Blacker (1892), to claim that
the legislature can “resume the power [to appoint electors] at any time.” And it is true that the Arizona Legislature
could alter the method of appointing electors prospectively. But it cannot undo the election of electors whom the
voters already voted for. As the Supreme Court made clear in Bush v. Gore (2000), “[w]hen the state legislature vests
the right to vote for President in its people, the right to vote as the legislature has prescribed is fundamental.”

No election is perfect, and if there were evidence of illegal votes or an improper count, then Arizona law provides a
process to contest the election: a lawsuit under state law. But the law does not authorize the Legislature to reverse the
results of an election.

As a conservative Republican, I don’t like the results of the presidential election. I voted for President Trump and
worked hard to reelect him. But I cannot and will not entertain a suggestion that we violate current law to change the
outcome of a certified election.

I and my fellow legislators swore an oath to support the U.S. Constitution and the constitution and laws of the state of
Arizona. It would violate that oath, the basic principles of republican government, and the rule of law if we attempted
to nullify the people’s vote based on unsupported theories of fraud. Under the laws that we wrote and voted upon,
Arizona voters choose who wins, and our system requires that their choice be respected.

Forty years ago next month, President Ronald Reagan reminded us that while the “orderly transfer of authority™ is a
“commonplace occurrence” for Americans, “[i]n the eyes of many in the world, this every-4-year ceremony we accept
as normal is nothing less than a miracle.” Now, Americans are being reminded once again never to take for granted
what President Reagan correctly described as “the continuity which is the bulwark of our Republic.”

Legislative Leaders call for audit of Maricopa County election software
and equipment
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(Phoenix, State Capitol) --- Senate President Karen Fann and Speaker of the House Rusty Bowers today called for an
independent audit of the Dominion software and equipment used by Maricopa County in the 2020 General

Election. The two leaders, along with incoming Senate Government Chair Michelle Ugenti-Rita and House Majority
Leader Warren Petersen, had numerous phone calls with members of the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors.
“As a longtime advocate for improving and modernizing our election system, I am pleased to learn that the Maricopa
County Board of Supervisors is supportive of conducting an independent audit of their voting software and
equipment,” said Sen. Ugenti-Rita. “It is important we maintain all of the voting public’s confidence in our elections
and this is a positive first step in the right direction.”

“A significant number of voters believe that fraud occurred and with the number of irregularities it is easy to
understand why,” said House Majority Leader Petersen. “Especially concerning are the allegations made surrounding
the vendor Dominion. It is imperative that the County immediately do a forensic audit on the Dominion software and
equipment to make sure the results were accurate.”

Legislators also emphasized to the supervisors how important it is to move expeditiously on this matter.

Navajo Nation extends stay-at-home lockdown and reimplements 57-hour

weekend lockdown as hospitals reach a state of major crisis

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. — On Thursday, Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President Myron Lizer
hosted a virtual forum, in which several Navajo Area IHS medical and health care providers stated that the Navajo
Nation is now in a major health care crisis and pleaded with the public to stay home and take precautions to help
reduce the overwhelming surge in new COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations. As of Thursday, the Navajo reported a
total of 17,310 positive cases and 663 deaths related to COVID-19 since the pandemic began. The entire forum is
available online at: hitps://vouti be/viOg3RANG-A.

Dr. Loretta Christensen, Chief Medical Officer for Navajo Area Indian Health Service, stated that we are “truly in
crisis mode” as hospitals continue to receive more and more hospital visits and hospitalizations related to COVID-19.
The current situation is leading to a shortage of hospital beds, oxygen supplies, medical personnel, and increasing wait
times to transfer severe COVID-19 patients to other hospital facilities in the region that are better equipped to assist.
“We have been in a state of emergency since the pandemic began here on the Navajo Nation, but that has now
elevated to a major health care crisis. Our health care experts are now saying that the current wave or surge is far more
severe and troublesome than the wave that we saw in April and May, perhaps four or five times larger according to
projections. Our medical experts on the front lines are pleading with all of our Navajo people to stay home as much as
possible in order to reduce and isolate the spread of COVID-19. We have not yet seen the full extent of this second
wave, but we do know that the severity of this second wave relies completely on our individual actions. Because of
this unprecedented rise in COVID-19 cases, we are extending the stay-at-home lockdown for three additional weeks
beyond Dec. 6 and it will include 57-hour weekend lockdowns every weekend through Dec. 28.,” said President Nez.
President Nez and Vice President Lizer also signed a letter on Thursday, requesting President Trump and the Federal
Emergency Management Agency to issuc a Major Disaster Declaration for the Navajo Nation for Individual
Assistance Crisis Counseling, Disaster Case Management and Public Assistance Category B (Emergency Protective
Measures) including Direct Federal Assistance for all Navajo Nation Chapters, our local units of government, and all
other additional federal services and assistance allowed under a Major Disaster Declaration.

Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-031 provisions go into effect on Monday, Dec. 7, 2020 until Monday, Dec.
28, 2020:

Extends the Stay-At-Home Lockdown which requires all residents to remain at home 24-hours, seven days a
week, with the exceptions of essential workers that must report to work, emergency situations, to obtain essential
food, medication, and supplies, tend to livestock, outdoor exercising within the immediate vicinity of your home,
wood gathering and hauling with a permit.

Re-implements full 57-hour weekend lockdowns for three additional weekends that include: 8:00 P.M. MST
through 5:00 A M. MST on December 11, 2020 through December 14, 2020, and for the same hours on December 18,
2020 through December 21, 2020 and December 25, 2020 through December 28, 2020.

Essential businesses including gas stations, grocery stores, laundromats, restaurants and food establishments that
provide drive-thru and curbside services, and hay vendors can operate from 7:00 a.m. (MST) to 7:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday only.
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Refrain from gathering with individuals from outside your immediate household and requiring all residents
to wear a mask in public, avoid public gatherings, maintain social (physical) distancing, remain in your vehicle for
curb-side and drive-through services.
In addition, President Nez and Vice President Lizer issued Executive Order 011-20, to limit services and require
Navajo Nation government and enterprises to remain closed through Sunday, Dec. 27, 2020, with the exception of
essential employees as determined by division directors and enterprise management, to maintain essential services and
functions of the government. This is due to the growing numbers of positive COVID-19 cases on the Navajo Nation.
“Our top priority is the health and well-being of the Navajo people and that should be everyone’s priority. We are at a
crossroads in terms of keeping our people safe and healthy and mitigating the major health care crisis that we are
presently in. The good news is that we, the people, have the power to turn this upward trend in new cases around and
reduce the spread of COVID-19 through our own actions. Hospital medical personnel including doctors, nurses, and
many others are overworked because they are fighting for all of us every single day. Let’s help them in this fight
simply by staying home as much as possible to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Our health care providers are
pleading with everyone at this point, so please continue to pray for them and to help them,” Vice President Lizer
stated.
To view Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-031, please visit: https://www.ndob navajo-nsn gov/COVID-19.

Arizona Supreme Court and State Bar of Arizona Wellness Program

Earns National Award

PHOENIX — The Arizona Supreme Court and the State Bar of Arizona recently received a national award from the
National Association of Bar Executives for a program co-developed in 2019 called “Are We OK?” The free three-part
series was offered nationally through the State Bar of Arizona in October, November, and December of 2019. The
series had a large national audience and the program was well received by bar associations, lawyer assistance
programs, lawyers, and court personnel from all over Arizona and the country when originally aired.

The series received a 2020 LexisNexis Community and Educational Outreach Award for outstanding bar public
service and law-related education. Arizonans are among those nationally who report an increase in depression during
the COVID-19 pandemic, making the programs for recognizing and coping with stress, depression, and addiction
timely and relevant throughout 2020. The programs were designed to offer lawyers guidance on ways to plan for
positive change and well-being.

“Qur collaboration with the Arizona Supreme Court was vital in our efforts to destigmatize these challenges and
create a culture in the legal system where lawyers and judges can feel safe in admitting they need help, get it and then
share their accounts to help others,” said Roberta Tepper, Director of the State Bar of Arizona’s Lawyer Assistance
Programs.

Jeff Schrade, Director of the Education Services Division of the Arizona Supreme Court’s Administrative Office of
the Courts stated, “The Arizona Supreme Court is proud to continue its ongoing and award-winning collaboration with
the State Bar of Arizona, providing a national model of partnership between the bench and the bar to address issues of
mutual concern to both.”

Lawyers and nonlawyers are encouraged to seek help and support in coping with stress and the challenges of personal
and work issues. Local and state bar associations offer lawyer assistance programs. Lawyers and nonlawyers can
receive information through the Court’s website at https://azcourtcars org/process-info/behavioral-health and through
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at htips./tinverl.com/vimbs7m.

Statement from Justice William G. Montgomery

PHOENIX — Arizona Supreme Court Associate Justice William G. Montgomery issues the following statement:

Just prior to my appointment in September of 2019 to the Arizona Supreme Court by Governor Doug Ducey, a bar
complaint was filed against me. I have maintained that the complaint was frivolous and based on its timing, intended
only to influence the appointment process. Nevertheless, it was the duty and responsibility of our Attorney
Disciplinary System to thoroughly investigate the matter. On November 9, 2020, Independent Bar Counsel dismissed
the complaint. The time for appealing the dismissal has expired and this matter is finally concluded. I am pleased
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with the resolution and I will continue to devote my complete attention to serving the people of the State of Arizona as
a Justice on the Arizona Supreme Court.

O’Halleran Urges Bipartisan, Bicameral Compromise on COVID-19
Relief

WASHINGTON—Today, Congressman Tom O Halleran (AZ-01) joined his colleagues in the bipartisan Problem
Solvers Caucus, a group of 25 Republicans and 25 Democrats focused on finding common ground on our nation’s
toughest challenges, at a press conference to present their $908 billion, four-month, COVID-19 emergency relief
framework.

Following the event, O Halleran released the following statement:

“This year, the COVID-19 pandemic has upended American life. Tens of millions are unemployed, beloved mom-
and-pop businesses have closed their doors for good, and we’ve lost over 270,000 mothers, grandfathers, friends, and
neighbors. Today, over 13 million individuals in the U.S. have tested positive for this virus, and our hospitals are
reaching a breaking point yet again.

“This is long overdue; both houses of Congress are at the table to debate and discuss much-needed coronavirus aid,
but this is only a starting point. Much more needs to be done to address this deadly pandemic in the coming months
and I stand ready and willing to work with anyone to secure results for Arizona families. As I said at today’s press
conference, we cannot leave until we get this done.”

A breakdown of the bipartisan, bicameral COVID-19 emergency relief framework can be found HERE.

"}TE representing President Donald Trump came to
{ L/ , Arizona with a breathtaking request: that the

A , Arizona Legislature overturn the certified results
D;\v‘[ ?  of last month’s election and deliver the state’s

electoral college votes to President Trump. The
rule of law forbids us to do that.”

“Rudy Giuliani, Jenna Ellis, and others
QL

- Bowers, on his personal visit from Giuliani

Page 7 of 7 December 4, 2020

AZ-SEN-21-0466, 21-0473, 21-0477, 21-0480, 21-0481-B,
21-0472, 21-0476-C, 21-0465, 21-0469-D, 21-0468, 21-0640-E-000179

ARZN_REV00068459_12-4-2020-1.pdf



Sender: Rosanna Gabaldon </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=6240E9B3C76D4D3FAD5548B5312AA4EA-
ROSANNA GAB>

Sent: Tuesday, December 8, 2020 4:02:02 PM
Recipient:  Arturo Gabaldon <arturo@communitywater.com>
Subject: Fw: In Today's Yellow Sheet

Attachments: 12-8-20.pdf

Rosanna Gabalddn

AZ State Representative
Legislative District 2

1700 W Washington Street Rm 325
Phoenix AZ 85007

Office 602.926.3424
rgabaldon@azleg.gov

Committees:
Land, Agriculture & Rural Affairs (Ranking Member)
Local & International Affairs

This email and any files transmitted with it are considered confidential and intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. You should not disseminate, distribute or copy this
email if you are not the named addressee.

About Contact

In Today's Yellow Sheet December 8, 2020

SURE, DRINK THE KOOL-AID, JUST DON’'T TAKE ANYONE WITH
YOU

Having failed to overturn the election through legal means, AZGOP is seeking
martyrs for Trump’s false conspiracy that the election was stolen, firing off a
pair of tweets last night advocating violence and encouraging supporters to die
for the cause.

IF THERE’S A CIVIL WAR, PUT THEM ON THE FRONT LINES
Legislative leaders shuttered the House and Senate buildings for a week
following the possible mass exposure of lawmakers and staff from Rudy
Giuliani and Jenna Ellis, but that didn’t stop coup-promoting lawmakers from
rallying unmasked yesterday on campus.

ONLY DEMOCRATS GET COVID

Capitol sources have repeatedly speculated that Republicans have been
keeping their Covid diagnosis secret, as five legislative Democrats have
publicly announced they contracted Covid, but only one Republican so far has
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volunteered that information when they were diagnosed.

PRAY FOR LEGISLATIVE STAFF, PART 109

Borrelli told our reporter he wears a mask at restaurants and bars to protect
them from losing their business license, but that consideration doesn’t extend
to the people he works with at the Legislature.

BOYCOTT (FEDERAL FUNDS FOR) ARIZONA!
Stanton proposed ripping away federal Covid benefits to states that refuse to
1ssue statewide mask mandates, including to his home state of Arizona.

RELEASING THE KRAKEN TAKES TIME
Two election lawsuits are dragging on after a federal judge declined to rule
today on whether to dismiss a sprawling suit filed by Trump advocates.
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SURE, DRINK THE KOOL-AID, JUST DON’T TAKE ANYONE WITH YOU

Having failed to overturn the e¢lection through g D0
legal means, AZGOP is secking martyrs for [z N
Trump’s false conspiracy that the election was
stolen, firing off a pair of tweets last night
advocating violence and encouraging supporters to
die for the cause. (There’s a sentence we never
thought we’d have to write.) The state party
retweeted a message from Ali Alexander (formerly
Ali Akbar, who was convicted of felony theft and
credit card fraud, and was once accused of & :
discussing ways to rig the vote for John McCain (LINK)), that he is willing to “give my life for this fight.”
“He is. Are you?” AZGOP said in a retweet. Many Twitter users said they were, indeed, ready to die for the
cause. (Others reported the tweet for promoting self-harm, and AZGOP later posted part of a message from
Twitter saying the company is concerned about the account’s user — that message usually includes links to
suicide prevention resources or a note about the account being partially suspended.) The jaw-dropping call
to arms also included a clip from the movie Rambo in which the protagonist says, “live for nothing or die
for something. Your call.” While the latter was deleted as of our deadline, the former remained online.
Ducey this afternoon posted his own message that didn’t directly condemn or even address AZGOP’s
tweet, but was clearly referencing it. “The Republican Party is the party of the Constitution and the rule of
law. We prioritize public safety, law & order, and we respect the law enforcement officers who keep us
safe. We don’t burn stuff down. We build things up,” he wrote. A handful of other Republicans chimed in
to directly denounce AZGOP’s call for martyrs. ““Die for Trump’ is the official ‘AZ GOP’ twitter
message? Really guys? Really?” Meghan McCain tweeted. Shope today chimed in “Hell no. Just saw this
and it’s a bullshit tweet and entirely unsurprising from the cast of characters there.”

- THAN FROM |

IF THERE’S A CIVIL WAR, PUT THEM ON THE FRONT LINES

Legislative leaders shuttered the House and Senate buildings for a week following the possible mass
exposure of lawmakers and staff from Rudy Giuliani and Jenna Ellis, but that didn’t stop coup-promoting
lawmakers from rallying unmasked yesterday on campus. Lawmakers stoked calls for violence and
declared, without evidence, that the election was stolen. “We are in a war right now,” Blackman said,
standing in front of a monument to war heroes like Ira Hayes on D-Day while arguing patriots have a
responsibility to shed blood to protect democracy from the rigged election. “Years from now, our children
are going to look at us and they’re going to say one of two things: Thank you for fighting for a cause so I
can live in the type of country you do, or they’re going to say why didn’t you fight?” Borrelli, standing in
front of a sign reading “Ducey is a crook,” compared the risks facing signers of the Declaration of
Independence to the persecution of those who believe the election was rigged. “They were considered
traitors. They were considered rebels. They could have been hung. But they risked their lives... As this
marine will tell you, surrender is not in our creed,” he said. Fillmore compared the election theft to Pearl
Harbor. “America was attacked. Today we are under attack from an enemy more insidious, destructive,
conniving and dangerous. An enemy within our own shores. They operate under the disguise of Americans
and patriots and they are not,” he said. “Seventy-some odd years ago, when America stood up on that day
in infamy and we had a lot of people die protecting the right to vote — that day will come again.”
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ONLY DEMOCRATS GET COVID

Capitol sources have repeatedly speculated that
Republicans have been keeping their Covid
diagnosis secret, as five legislative Democrats have
publicly announced they contracted Covid, but only
one Republican so far has volunteered that
information when they were diagnosed. Lobbyists
previously speculated to our reporter that Borrelli
caught the virus, and it turns out they were right.
Borrelli had Covid in June but didn’t feel like
sharing that information until Democrats were
trolling him on Twitter yesterday, he told our
reporter. “Been there, done that. Survived,” he tweeted yesterday in response to somebody who predicted
Giuliani infected lawmakers (L.INK). His abrupt announcement spooked some in the Capitol community,
who questioned whether they’d unknowingly met with Borrelli while he was contagious. He assured our
reporter that he hadn’t met anybody while contagious, and he’s fairly certain he contracted the disease at
the hospital. A family member was involved in a car accident in June, and Borrelli staved with him at the
hospital for three days before taking him home to recover. A couple weeks later, after having had no
contact with anybody else, he started feeling symptoms he associated with a summer cold and didn’t think
it was Covid until he ordered a pizza he thought tasted nasty. He got a test, received positive results several
days after he was feeling better and stayed home for another couple weeks until contact tracers cleared him,
he said. He felt compelled to share that he had the illness because of snide comments on Twitter, he said. “I
wasn’t going to go out and brag that I had Covid. It’s no big deal. The cold I had in March was worse.”
Kern also attended the Giuliani event last week, and told AZFamily s Dennis Welch his wife tested positive
for Covid in May, and that he had it, but did not get tested — the first time he announced it publicly. Kem,
or the others, are not immune as it’s possible to contract the virus twice. Both Kern and Borrelli were at the
Capitol last night unmasked.

PRAY FOR LEGISLATIVE STAFF, PART 109

Borrelli told our reporter he wears a mask at restaurants and bars to
protect them from losing their business license, but that
consideration doesn’t extend to the people he works with at the
Legislature. Legislative staff has been required to wear masks since
the spring, and many belong to high-risk groups or have family
members who are at risk of serious effects of Covid. But the rules
that apply to them aren’t enforced for lawmakers. “They have their
rules. We have our rules,” Borrelli told our reporter. Meanwhile,
legislative Democrats in a Zoom press conference today argued

Sl ' W their Republican colleagues are being selfish, reckless and
1rrespons1ble by continuing to not wear a mask and potentially spreading the virus around the Capitol.
Friese, a physician working with Covid patients in Tucson, said people’s refusal to take the virus seriously
has broader implications, as hospitals are overwhelmed and elective surgeries and surgeries for cancer
patients have to be put on the backburner so doctors and nurses can care for those with Covid. “Simply
because you had the misfortune to get the virus but the great fortune to do well and survive, that’s not what
happens to everyone.” Bolding reiterated that any Covid safety rules at the Capitol must be enforced if
they’re going to mean anything. “We cannot gamble with the lives of our members, of our staff, of those
college students, those pages who are down there to support us,” he said.
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BOYCOTT (FEDERAL FUNDS FOR) ARIZONA!

Stanton proposed ripping away federal Covid
benefits to states that refuse to issue statewide
mask mandates, including to his home state of
Arizona. “As the COVID crisis reaches new
heights, Congress can’t ignore that some
governors have made things worse by thwarting
science and refusing to adopt mask mandates,” he
wrote (LINK). “It’s time for a new policy: If
states and cities want federal relief funds, they [ =R 4 '

must mandate masks.” Arizona’s Covid cases are

spiking to unprecedented levels: today brought E““'"n]l FEBEM F “I’I“E
12,000 new cases, crushing the previous high, the

7-day average is at close to 6,000 per day and ICU numbers continue to climb. Stanton said that governors
like Ducey who are not responsible enough to issue mask mandates are “not responsible enough to manage
relief funds.” He claimed his proposal wouldn’t affect cities and counties with their own orders, saying
those jurisdictions would “split what the Ducey Administration would otherwise receive.” Republicans and
the media, predictably, ripped Stanton’s idea, alike. “Stanton should be fighting right now to provide relief
that is desperately needed right now, not to label our state a ‘bad actor’ in order to score political points.
And yet here we are,” wrote Arizona Republic columnist Laurie Roberts (LINK). The Ninth Floor and its
allies shared the column, agreeing that it was not the brightest idea. Just 14 states, including Arizona, have
not issued a statewide mask mandate. But as the Ninth Floor has repeatedly hammered, cities have also
been reluctant to enforce their own mandates. Health experts have already said that a statewide mandate
wouldn’t bring down Arizona’s new cases or hospitalizations for at least a month, and without any
enforcement, a mask mandate may not even have an impact.

RELEASING THE KRAKEN TAKES TIME

Two election lawsuits are dragging on after a federal judge
declined to rule today on whether to dismiss a sprawling suit
filed by Trump advocates. US District Court Judge Diane
Humetawa said she expects to have a ruling by tomorrow
afternoon; if she decides the case can proceed, plaintiffs can
make their case that the ghost of Hugo Chavez is haunting
Arizona’s election on Thursday. Meanwhile, as of our
deadline, the Arizona Supreme Court hadn’t issued its own
. ruling in a separate case filed by Kelli Ward that was
dismissed by the Maricopa County Superior Court last week.
Another lawsuit filed by a group of random Arizonans
appeared on the horizon over the weekend, but its attorneys
withdrew it yesterday after Hobbs™ attorneys noted that they would be requesting attorney fees if the case
failed. Hobbs™ lawyers asked for more than $18,000 in fees from AZGOP for its failed lawsuit seeking a
new hand audit last month. “They brought a meritless claim, prosecuted it in truly amateurish fashion by
failing to seek necessary relief and half-heartedly seeking to enjoin Maricopa County’s canvass, and
thought so strongly of their claim that they didn’t appeal when it was dismissed with prejudice,” Hobbs
attorney Roopali Desai wrote. “Their motives were transparent: delay final election results and sow doubt
about the integrity of Arizona’s elections system.”
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Superintendent Hoffman and Cox Communications Announce Temporary
Increase in Internet Speeds for Low-Income Families

Connect2Compete plan available to families of Arizona K-12 students participating in a government assistance
program

Phoenix, AZ — Superintendent of Public Instruction Kathy Hoffman and Cox Communications today announced a
critical increase in the speed of Cox’s Connect2Compete internet service. Starting this Friday, December 11", Cox
will temporarily double the Connect2Compete speed to S0 mbps/download for the remainder of the 2020-2021
school year in all Cox markets, giving families and students peace of mind to complete schoolwork, communicate
with teachers, and have the same opportunities to access information as their classmates. The Connect2Compete plan
is a low-cost internet plan designed to augment the educational opportunities of low-income children who do not have
a reliable and affordable internet connection at home. This Cox internet package is offered to students and families
receiving government assistance such as reduced or free school lunch, SNAP benefits, or public housing.

“During the current COVID-19 spike, many students and teachers are returning to distance learning, once again
needing to rely on their at-home internet service provider,” said Superintendent Hoffman. “T am thankful that Cox
Communications promptly responded to my request to provide low-income students and families with higher internet
speeds.”

At the onset of COVID-19, Cox moved quickly to enhance their offer of Connect2 Compete internet service to
eliminate restrictions on enrollment and to provide two months of free service for all new families who have enrolled
in the service. Currently, thousands of Arizona students are receiving Connet2Compete internet service in
communities which Cox serves in the metro Phoenix area, Pinal County and Southern Arizona.

“Cox remains committed to ensuring that all kids in our service areas have access to broadband connectivity so that
they can do homework, communicate with their teachers and have the same opportunities to access information as
their classmates,” said John Wolfe, Southwest Regional General Manager, Cox Communications. “We thank
Superintendent Hoffman for her leadership and partnership in working with the Cox team to advocate for the unique
needs of our students during the COVID-19 pandemic.”

Superintendent Hoffman and Cox Communications look forward to continuing to find innovative solutions to support
students throughout the COVID-19 crisis, and beyond.

Families can qualify for Connect2Compete easily from anywhere whether on their mobile device or desktop by
visiting ¢cox.convcle . Eligible participants signing up before December 31, 2020 will receive two months of free
service and pay $9.95 monthly going forward.

AG Brnovich Leads 20-State Amicus Brief Supporting Kentucky AG’s

Defense of State Laws in Federal Court

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Attorney General Mark Brnovich announced today that Arizona led a 20-state amicus brief
urging the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) to reverse a decision by the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals
that prevented the Kentucky Attorney General from intervening to defend a state law after the state official named
declined to continue defending the law through the appellate process.

“Arizonans know first-hand how elected officials can fail to respect the law,” said General Brnovich. “Attorneys
General have a duty to ensure state laws receive a faithful defense regardless of the inaction of other government
officials.”

The matter of strategic capitulation in litigation is not reserved to Kentucky. The Arizona Attorney General’s Office,
for example, has had to intervene in several important elections cases over the past year after the Arizona Secretary of
State failed to defend challenged laws. One such prominent case, Brrovich v DNC, is now before SCOTUS.

The issue of whether an Attorney General can intervene in federal court to continue the defense of a challenged state
law is an important component of our democratic system of governance. Public officials are not empowered to repeal
duly enacted state laws unilaterally. Federal courts must permit Attorneys General to continue the defense of state law
when others will not. This rule respects the voters’ ability to elect legislators separately from executive officials and
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preserves the checks balances within the state’s legislative process.

In the Kentucky case, the Attorney General defended the state law on behalf of the Cabinet for Health and Family
Services (CHFS). The Secretary of CHFS is appointed by the Governor. When the CHFS chose not to seek further
review of a Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals decision, the Kentucky Attorney General moved to intervene in the case
and continue defending the law. However, the Sixth Circuit did not allow the Kentucky Attorney General to
intervene. The Kentucky Attorney General is asking SCOTUS to consider whether a state attorney general should be
allowed to intervene to defend a state law, after a federal court of appeals invalidates it and no other state official will
defend it.

Attorney General Brnovich was joined in the brief by Attorneys General representing the following states: Alabama,
Alaska, Arkansas, Georgia, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma,
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, and West Virginia

ARIZONA PHYSICIAN BLASTS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN
PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS LEADER FOR PROMOTING
DANGEROUS DISINFORMATION AT U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE
HEARING

TUCSON, AZ — Today, the U.S. Senate Committee on Governmental Affairs and Homeland Security, chaired by
Sen. Ron Johnson (R-WI) held a hearing featuring the festinony of Dr. Jane M. Origat, a Tucson physician. Dr. Orient
is the executive director of the American Association of Physicians and Surgeons, a small fringe group of doctors that
has expressed numerous controversial beliefs including opposition to mandatory vaccination and that Medicare is
“evil.” She herself has tried to cast doubt on the safety of vaccines and has pushed for the use of hydroxychloroquine
to treat COVID-19, even though gvidence shows it is not beneficial and can cause harm. Dr. Eve Shapiro, a
pediatrician in Tucson released the following statement in response to Dr. Orient being invited to testify before the
Committee:

“As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to ravage our state and push our health care system to the brink of its
capacity, it is beyond irresponsible for Dr. Orient to be pushing dangerous information about the safety and efficacy of
vaccines as well as the use of hydroxychloroquine, which is not recommended for treating COVID-19. With so many
Arizonans and Americans already dead from the pandemic, all doctors and elected leaders should be joining forces
and following the evidence to promote vaccination against the deadly COVID-19 disease, and not to give people false
hope about unproven methods of treating it at home. We want the people of Arizona to know that Dr. Orient certainly
does not speak for all Arizona doctors, as the majority of us are committed to using the facts, and promoting the
COVID-19 vaccine, in order to save the lives of our patients, neighbors, friends, and family.”

Jennings Strouss Selected as a “Best Places to Work™ in 2020

Phoenix, AZ (December 8, 2020) — Jennings, Strouss & Salmon, P.L.C., a leading Phoenix-based law firm, is
pleased to announce that the Firm has earned the distinction of being named as one of Phoenix Business Journal’s
2020 “Best Places to Work.” This is the ninth year Jennings Strouss has been ranked a “Best Places to Work™ and is
the only law firm ranked in the midsize company category of 100-249 employees.

“We are immensely proud to be included in the ‘Best Places to Work’ list this year. This honor is especially
meaningful to us and is reflective of the consistent emphasis we place upon workplace culture,” stated John C.
Norling, Managing Attorney. “To be included, undoubtedly provides all members of the Jennings Strouss family with
a sense of pride.”

The “Best Places to Work™ list was started in 2003, recognizing Valley companies through a third-

party administered employee survey where people rank their respective companies on their feelings about the
workplace. The areas surveyed are varied life, including workplace environment, leadership direction, culture, and
management practices. Jennings Strouss was once again acknowledged for creating an enjoyable corporate culture and
work environment that fosters personal and professional growth for its employees.

Winners were announced at the “Best Places to Work™ virtual award event held earlier today.
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“They have their rules. We have our rules.”

OTE - Borrelli, on the requirement that legislative

staff wear masks, which doesn’t apply to

D f\:\{” lawmakers
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ELECTION FRAUD PROTESTERS TARGET BOWERS’ HOME
Somebody shared Bowers’ house address and personal phone number
on Twitter yesterday and people angry about election results began
protesting outside.

SHOPE, TOMA, GRANTHAM: IT’'S NOT COOL
Shope, Toma and Grantham condemn any behavior that escalates to
protests outside someone’s home, they told our reporter today.

ARE YOU SURE YOU’RE READY FOR 20217
With just over a month until members of the 55th Legislature take their
seats, Ugenti-Rita pre-filed the first bill of the 2021 session.

YOU'VE GOT TWO YEARS UNTIL THE NEXT ELECTION

Mesnard wanted S1001 for an election bill he plans to introduce to send
a signal to voters that the Legislature takes their concerns about
election security seriously, he told our reporter.
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ARIZONA’S VACCINE DOSES TO ARRIVE DEC. 13

The first shipments of the COVID-19 vaccine will arrive in Arizona
sometime next week and will first be distributed in Maricopa and Pima
counties, state officials said today.

ARIZONA, STATES TARGET FACEBOOK IN ANTITRUST LAWSUIT
Brnovich’s office is joining 47 other states in filing an antitrust lawsuit
against Facebook, he announced today.

CONGRESSMEN’S FAVORITE PASTIME
Stanton isn’t the first Arizona congressman to propose boycotting
Arizona in response to an action — or inaction — on the part of the state.

TOVAR KEEPS DUNN’S POLICY ADVISOR

Commissioner-elect Anna Tovar is already picking her Corp Comm staff
and she doesn’t have to go far for her policy advisor.
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ELECTION FRAUD PROTESTERS TARGET BOWERS’ HOME

Somebody shared Bowers’ house address and
personal phone number on Twitter yesterday
and people angry about election results began
protesting outside. Another protest is expected
this evening. Bowers and Fann both have their
own Dept of Public Safety security detail, and
Maricopa County Sheriff’s deputies monitored
his property last night because of the protest.
One of Townsend’s Twitter followers shared
Bowers’ Mesa address in response to a
Townsend tweet about House Chief of Staff
Michael Hunter thwarting her attempts to hold
an clection hearing that Bowers had not given
her permission to have. (Only the Speaker or
Senate President can authorize committee
hearings outside of their regularly scheduled
time during the regular session.) Nicole Garcia, a candidate for Phoenix City Council who will proceed to a
runoff election this spring, separately tweeted Bowers™ personal phone number last night. Addresses are a
matter of public record — unless one of the residents is eligible to have the address protected because he or
she is a judge or a victim of stalking or domestic violence, for example. Elected officials’ addresses, which
are required on candidate filing forms and financial disclosures, are easier to find online, but it still takes a
certain level of work to get that information. In response to the doxxing, Townsend tweeted this morning;:
“I cannot condone this action” (LINK). When another Twitter user responded that she could not condone
Bowers’ lack of action, Townsend responded, “Me either” (LINK). Townsend did not return a phone call
from our reporter by our deadline.

SHOPE, TOMA, GRANTHAM: IT’S NOT COOL

Shope, Toma and Grantham condemn any behavior that escalates to protests outside someone’s home, they
told our reporter today. While they were referring to Bowers, they said their concern extends beyond the
speaker’s case. Shope publicly called the doxxing and protests of the House Speaker “gross” and “crappy”
in separate Twitter posts. He told our reporter it’s “not acceptable™ to do this to anyone, including to Hobbs
or Mitch McConnell. “You shouldn’t have to fear for your safety at your own home,” he said. Shope said
Townsend’s tweet about not condoning the “action” is not enough, but “it’s a good start.” Toma, who will
serve as the next Majority Leader, shared the same sentiment as Shope. “Obviously, it concerns me and it
should concern anybody. For me, I think it’s crossing the line,” he told our reporter. He called it “un-
American.” “We don’t do this as Republicans. It’s one thing to make your displeasure known to someone
in their official capacity — showing up at the Capitol and protesting and what not. It's quite another to try to
terrorize their family at their home,” he said. Toma said he was on the phone with Bowers as it happened
and could hear cars honking in the background. Grantham, who will serve as speaker pro tem, told our
reporter he condemns the behavior, as well. “Escalating to that level is inappropriate and [ condemn it,” he
said via text.
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ARE YOU SURE YOU’RE READY FOR 2021?

With just over a month until members of the 55th Legislature take their seats, Ugenti-Rita pre-filed the first
bill of the 2021 session. Her S1001 (breast implant surgery; informed consent) is a retrod of last year’s
S1439 (breast implant surgery; informed consent), which passed the Senate unanimously and was approved
by House hel-hu ser but never received a final vote in the House. Senators will have until Jan. 19 and
representatives until Feb. 5 to request bills be drafted, and all 2021 bills must be introduced in the Senate
by Feb. 1 and the House by Feb. 8. Friday, Feb. 19, is the last day to hear bills in committees in their
chamber of origin, while March 26 will be the last day to hear bills in committees in the opposing chamber.
The 100th day of session will fall on April 20.

YOU’VE GOT TWO YEARS UNTIL THE NEXT ELECTION

Mesnard wanted S1001 for an election bill he
plans to introduce to send a signal to voters
that the Legislature takes their concerns about
election security seriously, he told our
reporter. Ugenti-Rita, however, beat him to
the number. Mesnard said it will still be his
first bill of the vear. The measure would
require that counties audit 5 percent of their
ballots, as opposed to the current statutory
requirement that they audit 2 percent. It
would also allow the Attomey General,
Secretary of State or Legislative Council to
require that an individual county further
increase the audit percentage. Brnovich asked
Maricopa County to increase its audit to 5 percent this year, but he didn’t have any authority to require it.
Mesnard’s bill would also allow anyone to request a full recount — provided he or she pays for it. Many
other states have this feature in place, but Arizona only permits recounts in extraordinarily close races. In a
presidential race, the state’s recount laws would only get triggered if the difference between candidates is
less than 200 votes, or 1/10 of 1 percent of the votes cast, whichever number is smaller. In legislative races,
the recount threshold shrinks to either 50 votes or 1/10 of 1 percent. Mesnard acknowledged that his bill
won’t do anything to address complaints about the 2020 election, but he said it could help build voter
confidence in future elections. “We need to bend over backwards, even if it costs a little bit of extra money
and takes a little extra effort, to remove as much distrust as possible,” he said.

ARIZONA’S VACCINE DOSES TO ARRIVE DEC. 13

The first shipments of the COVID-19 vaccine will arrive in Arizona sometime next week and will first be
distributed in Maricopa and Pima counties, state officials said today. The state is expecting 383,750 doses
by the end of December and will prioritize “health care workers, residents of long-term care facilities,
educators and vulnerable populations.” The announcement from Dept of Health Services and Ducey’s
office (LINK) provides more clarity on the vaccination plan officials outlined last week. One week after the
state’s two largest counties receive shipments of 47,000 doses to Maricopa and roughly 11,000 for Pima, all
15 counties, at least four tribes and some nursing facilities will receive doses, as well. It’s important to note
that receiving shipments of the vaccine is not the same thing as people being able to line up to receive it.
Doctors told our reporter that next summer seems to be the target for when the virus will be “under
control,” and Dr. Cara Christ said as much on K7AR this morning (LINK).
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ARIZONA, STATES TARGET FACEBOOK IN ANTITRUST LAWSUIT

Brnovich’s office is joining 47 other states in filing an antitrust lawsuit against Facebook, he announced
today. The bipartisan suit targets Facebook’s purchases of smaller competitors, such as Instagram, and its
blocking of some services from third-party apps that could become competitors. “Facebook’s dominant
market power has been illegally achieved at the cost of consumer choice, market innovation, and consumer
privacy,” Bmovich said in a news release. The lawsuit alleges that Facebook holds an “unprecedented,
virtually 360-degree view of users and their contacts, interests, preferences, and activities™ that allows it to
continue making money from its users even when it’s against those users” interests. The 48 suing states are
secking a court order to prevent Facebook from continuing to block third-party apps and require that the
company give notice before it spends more than $10 million to acquire another company. In an email,
Jennifer Newstead, Facebook’s vice president and general counsel, called the lawsuit “revisionist history,”
and a “chilling waming to American business that no sale is ever final.” “Antitrust laws exist to protect
consumers and promote innovation, not to punish successful businesses,” Newstead said, adding Instagram
and WhatsApp became “incredible products” because Facebook invested billions of dollars to develop
features and better experiences for users. “People and small businesses don’t choose to use Facebook’s free
services and advertising because they have to, they use them because our apps and services deliver the most
value. We are going to vigorously defend people’s ability to continue making that choice,” she said.

CONGRESSMEN’S FAVORITE PASTIME

Stanton isn’t the first Arizona congressman to propose boycotting Arizona in response to an action — or
inaction — on the part of the state. In 2010, Grijalva proposed a boycott after the state enacted SB1070,
Russell Pearce’s hardline immigration law. Grijalva’s boycott drew a swift backlash, and in the election
that year, the veteran legislator faced a political novice, Republican Ruth McClung, who gave him a run for
his money. McClung won 44 percent of the vote to Grijalva’s 50 percent in what many view as a rebuke of
the Democrat’s boycott. Grijalva had traditionally won 60 percent of his district’s vote in past elections. He
has since recovered. He won this year’s election with 65% of the vote. Stanton this week said “bad-actor
states and cities” that refuse to impose mask mandates should not get federal aid. “Congress has a
responsibility to put resources in the hands of those who are taking this crisis seriously and these bad actors
can’t be trusted,” Stanton said in a news release.

TOVAR KEEPS DUNN’S POLICY ADVISOR

Commissioner-clect Anna Tovar is already picking her Corp Comm staff and she doesn’t have to go far for
her policy advisor. Tovar said she plans to keep Erin Ford Faulhaber, who currently serves in that role for
Commissioner Boyd Dunn. One GOP railbird said it is unusual for a policy advisor to jump from a member
of one party to the next. Tovar didn’t comment further on what made her decide to keep Faulhaber on staff.
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Sinema, Kelly: $13 Million in COVID-19 Federal Relief Heads to

Arizona

Arizona Senators Kyrsten Sinema and Mark Kelly announced today that $13 million in federal COVID
relief funds is heading to the Arizona Department of Health Services to reimburse the state for purchases of
gowns, coveralls, disposable thermometers, gloves, and N95 masks to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

“Today’s funding will help shore up budgets in Arizona and continue to help slow the spread of COVID-19
and protect frontline health workers caring for Arizona families during the pandemic,” said Sinema.
“These funds are important to ensure Arizona can continue getting our health care workers the protective
equipment they need to safely treat patients as we face a rise in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations. To
slow that rise, all Arizonans should follow public health guidance including wearing masks and social
distancing,” said Kelly.

The Department of Homeland Security and Federal Emergency Management Agency funds cover 75% of
the cost share, meaning that a total of $17,716,359.41 was spent on reimbursable costs from May 7, 2020 to
June 26, 2020 for Arizona Department of Health Services” response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

These funds were made possible through Sinema’s urging of the President to issue a Major Disaster
Declaration for Arizona, which allows the state to access more public safety resources to combat the
coronavirus outbreak.

Hi#

Thursday Virtual Roundtable: On the Sth Anniversary of the Paris

Climate Accord: Arizona is still in!

(Arizona) - On Thursday, December 10th at 2:00 pm., notable Arizona civic, science and youth leaders

including Tempe Mayor Corey Woods; Sonja Klinsky, Senior Sustainability Scientist, Global Institute of
Sustainability and Innovation at Arizona State University; State Senator-elect Kirsten Engel; and Daniella Lopez, a
15-year-old youth climate leader from Mesa, will gather for a virtual roundtable discussion about the Paris Climate
Agreement and what it means for Arizona communities and families.

This Saturday, December 12th, marks the 5-year anniversary of the landmark Accords that are aimed at limiting the
impacts of climate change. Sadly, on November 4th, less than 2 months ago, the United States officially left the
agreement and abandoned our position of leadership. President-elect Joe Biden has said he’ll rejoin the Paris
Agreement on day 1, which will mark drastic change in course on climate change policy in the United States.

What does this mean for Arizona? Our panclists will provide some necessary insight and expertise to help that
question.

Who:
e State Senator-elect Kirsten Engel
e Mayor Corey Woods, City of Tempe

e Sonja Klinsky, Senior Sustainability Scientist, Global Institute of Sustainability and Innovation at Arizona State
University

o Daniella Lopez, co-lead for Arizona Youth Climate Coalition

What: Virtual Roundtable

Where:

e  Online via Zoom with RSVP, please email adam(@sagecreeksolutions.com
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e Facebook Live: https://www.facebook com/events/1 7005053001 11228/
When: Thursday, December 10th at 2:00 PM MST
Contacts:
o Sandy Bahr, Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter: (602) 999-5790 sandv bahr@sicrraclub.org
o Adam Pimley, Sage Creek Solutions: (406) 579-6524 adam(sagecrecksolutions.com
Hit#

AG Brnovich Joins Multistate Lawsuit Seeking to End Facebook’s
Alleged Illegal Monopoly

Facebook is Accused of Thwarting Competition, Reduced Consumer Privacy for Profits

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Attorney General Mark Brnovich today joined a bipartisan coalition of 48 attorneys general
in filing an antitrust lawsuit against Facebook Inc., alleging that the company has and continues to stifle competition
to protect its monopoly power illegally. The lawsuit alleges that Facebook violated Section 2 of the Sherman Act and
Section 7 of the Clayton Act by illegally acquiring competitors in a predatory manner and cutting services to smaller
threats, depriving users of the benefits of competition and reducing privacy protections along the way — all to boost
its bottom line through increased advertising revenue.

“Facebook’s dominant market power has been illegally achieved at the cost of consumer choice, market innovation,
and consumer privacy,” said General Mark Brnovich. “Our bipartisan coalition of Attorneys General is committed to
standing up for all of the consumers and hardworking small businesses that have been harmed along the way.”

In an effort to “build a competitive moat™ around the company and maintain its market dominance, Facebook employs
a variety of methods to impede competition. The two most utilized strategies have been to (i) acquire smaller rivals
and potential rivals before they could threaten Facebook’s dominance and (ii) suffocate and squash third-party
developers that Facebook invited to utilize its platform. These illegal tactics enable Facebook to maintain its
monopoly over the social networking market.

Reduced Privacy and Fewer Options

Facebook’s unlawful monopoly gives it broad discretion to set the terms for how its users’ private information is
collected and used to further its business interests. When Facebook cuts off integration to third-party developers, users
cannot easily move their own information — such as their lists of friends — to other social networking services. This
decision forces users to either stay put or start their online lives from scratch if they want to try an alternative.

The volume, velocity, and variety of Facebook’s user data give it an unprecedented, virtually 360-degree view of
users and their contacts, interests, preferences, and activities. The more users Facebook can acquire and convince to
spend additional time on its platforms, the more data Facebook can accumulate by surveilling the activities of its users
and thereby increase its monopolistic revenues through advertising.

Because Facebook users have nowhere else to go, the company is able to make decisions about how to curate content
on the platform and use the personal information it collects from users to further its business interests, even if those
choices conflict with the interests and preferences of Facebook users.

Since taking office, General Brnovich has prioritized consumer data privacy. In March 2018, General Brnovich s¢nt a
Igtter to Facebook discussing his obligation as Attorney General to help “ensure that the privacy of the people of
Arizona is respected and preserved.” He also raised concerns about Facebook allowing third-party application
developers to not only access personal data from Facebook users but also acquire comprehensive data about friends of
those Facebook users.

Acquisition of Competitive Threats

Facebook employs unique data-gathering tools to monitor new apps all in an effort to see what is gaining traction with
users. That data helps Facebook select acquisition targets that pose the greatest threats to Facebook’s dominance.
Once sclected, Facebook offers the heads of these companies vast amounts of money — that greatly inflate the values
of the apps to avoid any competition for Facebook in the future.

The two most obvious examples of this successful strategy were Instagram and WhatsApp — of which posed a unique
and direct threat to Facebook’s monopoly.

Purchase of Instagram

After initially trying to build its own version of Instagram with relatively low traction, Facebook acquired Instagram
for $1 billion, despite the company not having a single cent of revenue and valuing itself at only $500 million.
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Facebook offered double the purported valuation of Instagram even though Mark Zuckerberg previously described the
$500 million value as “crazy.”

Purchase of WhatsApp

While Facebook initially focused on several emerging mobile messaging services, WhatsApp was viewed as the
“category leader” with over 400 million active users worldwide in 2014. Accordingly, WhatsApp, provided the
greatest threat.

Facebook feared WhatsApp eroding its monopoly power, and also was concerned that WhatsApp could ultimately be
bought by a competing behemoth, Google, that had previously shown interest in social networking,

This led Facebook, in February 2014, to acquire WhatsApp for nearly $19 billion — wildly more than the extravagant
price CEO Zuckerberg had recommended paying a few months earlier and the $100 million another competitor
offered to buy the company two years earlier.

Cutting Competitors Off from Facebook Overnight

The multistate complaint further alleges that Facebook targets competitors with a ‘buy or bury” approach. If they
refuse to be bought out, Facebook used an “open first—closed later” strategy to stop competitive threats, or deter them
from competing at the inception. Facebook opened its platform to apps created by third-party developers in an effort
to increase functionality on the site and, subsequently, increase the number of users on Facebook. Facebook also
drove traffic to third-party sites by making it easier for users to sign in, so that Facebook could capture valuable data
about its users’ off-Facebook activity and enhance its ability to target advertising,

After years of promoting open access to its platform, in 2011, Facebook began to rescind and block access to the site
to apps that Facebook viewed as actual or potential competitive threats. Facebook understood that an abrupt
termination of established access to the site can be devastating to an app — especially one still relatively new to the
market. Some of these companies experienced almost overnight drop-off in user engagement and downloads, and their
growth stalled.

Remedies

The bipartisan coalition of states requests that the court halt Facebook’s illegal, anticompetitive conduct and block the
company from continuing this behavior in the future. Additionally, the coalition asks the court to restrain Facebook
from making further acquisitions valued at or in excess of $10 million without advance notice. The court is also asked
to require divestiture or restructuring of illegally acquired companies, or other current Facebook assets along with any
additional, appropriate relief.

The complaint was filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.

Separately, but in coordination with the multistate coalition, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) today filed a
complaint against Facebook in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.

This case is being handled by Unit Chief Dana Vogel and Assistant Attorney General Christina Grey from the Civil
Litigation Division.

Copy of the complaint.

HH#

AG Brnovich Leads 20-State Amicus Brief Supporting Kentucky
AG’s Defense of State Laws in Federal Court

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Attorney General Mark Brnovich announced today that Arizona led a 20-state amicus brief
urging the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) to reverse a decision by the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals
that prevented the Kentucky Attorney General from intervening to defend a state law after the state official named
declined to continue defending the law through the appellate process.

“Arizonans know first-hand how elected officials can fail to respect the law,” said General Brnovich. “Attorneys
General have a duty to ensure state laws receive a faithful defense regardless of the inaction of other government
officials.”

The matter of strategic capitulation in litigation is not reserved to Kentucky. The Arizona Attorney General’s Office,
for example, has had to intervene in several important elections cases over the past year after the Arizona Secretary of
State failed to defend challenged laws. One such prominent case, Brrovich v DNC, is now before SCOTUS.

The issue of whether an Attorney General can intervene in federal court to continue the defense of a challenged state
law is an important component of our democratic system of governance. Public officials are not empowered to repeal
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duly enacted state laws unilaterally. Federal courts must permit Attorneys General to continue the defense of state law
when others will not. This rule respects the voters’ ability to elect legislators separately from executive officials and
preserves the checks balances within the state’s legislative process.
In the Kentucky case, the Attorney General defended the state law on behalf of the Cabinet for Health and Family
Services (CHFS). The Secretary of CHFS is appointed by the Governor. When the CHFS chose not to seek further
review of a Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals decision, the Kentucky Attorney General moved to intervene in the case
and continue defending the law. However, the Sixth Circuit did not allow the Kentucky Attorney General to
intervene. The Kentucky Attorney General is asking SCOTUS to consider whether a state attorney general should be
allowed to intervene to defend a state law, after a federal court of appeals invalidates it and no other state official will
defend it.
Attorney General Brnovich was joined in the brief by Attorneys General representing the following states: Alabama,
Alaska, Arkansas, Georgia, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma,
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, and West Virginia.
Copy of Amicus Brief.

Hith

Screening Meeting Information for Maricopa County Commission on
Trial Court Appointments

The Maricopa County Commission on Trial Court Appointments will meet to review 22 applications for two
vacancies on the Superior Court in Maricopa County created by the retirement of Judges Douglas Gerlach and Jeanne
Garcia.

The meeting agenda, public meeting notice and the applications can be viewed online at the Commission’s

website, hiips.//www.azcourts. gov/inc.

The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, December 11, 2020, in conference room 345 of the Arizona State
Courts Building, 1501 W. Washington, Phoenix, AZ 85007. Public comment is accepted at this meeting, however, in
order to maintain social distance, there is very limited seating. We highly encourage speakers to call-in at 602-452-
3533, the meeting access code is 994 353 478.

If you wish to speak at this meeting, you must send your information and the subject of your comments to
Blanca Moreno, at bmoreno@courts.az.gov by 8:30 a.m. on Friday, December 11, 2020.

HH#

Congressman Biggs Votes Against the NDAA Conference Report

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Tonight, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the Conference Report to Accompany
H.R. 6395 — Mac Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act. Congressman Biggs voted against this conference
report and issued the following statement:

“I support our military and have voted in support of the National Defense Authorization Act in previous years.
However, this year’s version of the NDAA was chalked full of special and anti-American interests that I could not, in
good conscience, vote to support. Both the policies and the process are broken for this NDAA, and the House must
begin to consider this bill under an open rule process. The considerations under the NDAA are too important for them
not to warrant honest and open debate.

“The NDAA fails fo prioritize strong border security operations along the southern border. It allows our endless wars
to continue into perpetuity. It did not include my amendment that would have required the Department of Defense to
report to Congress on defense spending by allied countries. And it authorizes the repeal of the Chief Management
Olfficer position — one of the only offices at DOD that saves us money.

“Due to these reasons, and others, [ was forced to oppose this conference report. I support President Trump’s
promise to veto this legislation once it reaches his desk, and I will do everything in my power fo ensure that Congress
will not be able to override his veto. We can and must do much better for our troops. I hope my Democrat colleagues
will come back to the table and work with us to give our troops the very best from the United States Congress.”
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Sinema Hosts Call with Arizona Mayors and County Leaders to
Answer Coronavirus Surge

Sinema continues holding regular calls with Arizona mayors and county leaders, Tribal communities, non-profit
leaders, small business owners, and first responders

WASHINGTON - Arizona senior Senator Kyrsten Sinema hosted a call with Arizona mayors and county leaders
about their coronavirus-related concerns, the importance of slowing the spread of the virus across Arizona, and what
Sinema is fighting for in a next coronavirus-relief legislative package.

“Working directly with local leaders to stop the spread of the coronavirus and deliver coronavirus relief to
communities in need will help save Arizona lives and jobs, and set our economy up for a full recovery,” said
Sinema.

Mayors and county leaders from across Arizona joined Sinema on today’s call to discuss how to stop the spread of
coronavirus, provide updates on a next coronavirus-relief package, and hear how to access coronavirus relief
resources. Sinema has held regular calls with Arizona non-profit leaders, small business owners, and first responders.

Sinema has also added a resources page to her website, www . singma. senale. gov/corona, for Arizonans looking for the
latest information on coronavirus.

HH#

Arizona Transportation Electrification Forum to highlight the

adoption of clean electric vehicles across the state

PHOENIX — The second annual Arizona Transportation Electrification Forum will bring together the key players in
Arizona’s growing electric vehicle (EV) sector, including EV manufacturers, policymakers, utilities, educators and
innovators. The Forum will convene virtually on Friday. December 11, 2020,

The event will feature a virtual EV ride and drive, and address a variety of topics, including an overview of the EV
market nationwide and how the market is active and growing in Arizona. The event will also dive into the synergy
between transportation electrification policies in Arizona and economic recovery policy efforts. U.S. Rep. Greg
Stanton will be featured as the keynote speaker, highlighting what Arizona can expect from the federal level on
transportation electrification policies. The Forum will also include an awards ceremony for those leading the electric
vehicle transition in Arizona, as well as videos from EV drivers in the state. The event will conclude with a series of
concurrent case studies focused on including equity considerations in any transportation electrification policies and
programs, fleet electrification, programs for the public and private sectors, and policies cities can adopt to advance
transportation electrification.

Come learn about the benefits of electrified transportation and what Arizona is already doing to support more EVs on
the roads, and how Arizona can accelerate the adoption of electric vehicles.

WHAT: Arizona Transportation Electrification Forum

WHEN: Friday, December 11, 8 am—2:00 pm MST

WHERE;: Virtually on Zoom, registration at azteforunr.com

WHO: Presented by Plug In America, the Energy Policy Innovation Council at Arizona State University,

and the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project. Participating organizations include American Lung Association
Arizona, Arizona PIRG Education Fund, Arizona Public Service, Atlas Public Policy, the Electrification Coalition,
EVgo, Lucid Motors, City of Phoenix, Salt River Project, Siemens, Tucson Electric Power, and Western Resource
Advocates. U.S. Rep. Greg Stanton of Arizona Congressional District 9 is also our featured speaker. See full agenda.

About Plug In America: Plug In America is the nation’s leading independent consumer voice for accelerating the use
of plug-in electric vehicles in the United States. Formed as a non-profit in 2008, Plug In America provides practical,
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objective information collected from our coalition of plug-in vehicle drivers, through public outreach and education,
policy work and a range of technical advisory services. Our expertise represents the world’s deepest pool of
experience of driving and living with plug-in vehicles. We drive electric. You can too. PiuglnAmerica.org

About Energy Policy Innovation Council at Arizona State University:

The Energy Policy Innovation Council at Arizona State University informs and educates policymakers on current,
complex issues in energy policy that impact Arizona and beyond. We are housed within the School for the Future of
Innovation in Society and the College of Global Futures at Arizona State University in Tempe, Arizona.

Visit: www.sustainabilitv.asu.edu/energy-policy/

About the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project:

The Southwest Energy Efficiency Project is a public interest organization promoting greater energy efficiency in
Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming. For more information, visit www.swenergy.org.

I l “It’s crossing the line.”

D fé\‘fr” - Toma, on behavior that escalates and leads to protests outside
' * someone’'s home.
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ELECTION FRAUD PROTESTERS TARGET BOWERS’ HOME

Somebody shared Bowers’ house address and personal phone number
on Twitter yesterday and people angry about election results began

protesting outside.

SHOPE, TOMA, GRANTHAM: IT’S NOT COOL

Shope, Toma and Grantham condemn any behavior that escalates to
protests outside someone’s home, they told our reporter today.

ARE YOU SURE YOU’RE READY FOR 20217

With just over a month until members of the 55th Legislature take their
seats, Ugenti-Rita pre-filed the first bill of the 2021 session.

YOU'VE GOT TWO YEARS UNTIL THE NEXT ELECTION

Mesnard wanted S1001 for an election bill he plans to introduce to send
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a signal to voters that the Legislature takes their concerns about
election security seriously, he told our reporter.

ARIZONA’S VACCINE DOSES TO ARRIVE DEC. 13

The first shipments of the COVID-19 vaccine will arrive in Arizona
sometime next week and will first be distributed in Maricopa and Pima
counties, state officials said today.

ARIZONA, STATES TARGET FACEBOOK IN ANTITRUST LAWSUIT
Brnovich’s office is joining 47 other states in filing an antitrust lawsuit
against Facebook, he announced today.

CONGRESSMEN’S FAVORITE PASTIME
Stanton isn’t the first Arizona congressman to propose boycotting
Arizona in response to an action — or inaction — on the part of the state.

TOVAR KEEPS DUNN’S POLICY ADVISOR

Commissioner-elect Anna Tovar is already picking her Corp Comm staff
and she doesn’t have to go far for her policy advisor.
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ELECTION FRAUD PROTESTERS TARGET BOWERS’ HOME

Somebody shared Bowers’ house address and
personal phone number on Twitter yesterday
and people angry about election results began
protesting outside. Another protest is expected
this evening. Bowers and Fann both have their
own Dept of Public Safety security detail, and
Maricopa County Sheriff’s deputies monitored
his property last night because of the protest.
One of Townsend’s Twitter followers shared
Bowers’ Mesa address in response to a
Townsend tweet about House Chief of Staff
Michael Hunter thwarting her attempts to hold
an clection hearing that Bowers had not given
her permission to have. (Only the Speaker or
Senate President can authorize committee
hearings outside of their regularly scheduled
time during the regular session.) Nicole Garcia, a candidate for Phoenix City Council who will proceed to a
runoff election this spring, separately tweeted Bowers™ personal phone number last night. Addresses are a
matter of public record — unless one of the residents is eligible to have the address protected because he or
she is a judge or a victim of stalking or domestic violence, for example. Elected officials’ addresses, which
are required on candidate filing forms and financial disclosures, are easier to find online, but it still takes a
certain level of work to get that information. In response to the doxxing, Townsend tweeted this morning;:
“I cannot condone this action” (LINK). When another Twitter user responded that she could not condone
Bowers’ lack of action, Townsend responded, “Me either” (LINK). Townsend did not return a phone call
from our reporter by our deadline.

SHOPE, TOMA, GRANTHAM: IT’S NOT COOL

Shope, Toma and Grantham condemn any behavior that escalates to protests outside someone’s home, they
told our reporter today. While they were referring to Bowers, they said their concern extends beyond the
speaker’s case. Shope publicly called the doxxing and protests of the House Speaker “gross” and “crappy”
in separate Twitter posts. He told our reporter it’s “not acceptable™ to do this to anyone, including to Hobbs
or Mitch McConnell. “You shouldn’t have to fear for your safety at your own home,” he said. Shope said
Townsend’s tweet about not condoning the “action” is not enough, but “it’s a good start.” Toma, who will
serve as the next Majority Leader, shared the same sentiment as Shope. “Obviously, it concerns me and it
should concern anybody. For me, I think it’s crossing the line,” he told our reporter. He called it “un-
American.” “We don’t do this as Republicans. It’s one thing to make your displeasure known to someone
in their official capacity — showing up at the Capitol and protesting and what not. It's quite another to try to
terrorize their family at their home,” he said. Toma said he was on the phone with Bowers as it happened
and could hear cars honking in the background. Grantham, who will serve as speaker pro tem, told our
reporter he condemns the behavior, as well. “Escalating to that level is inappropriate and [ condemn it,” he
said via text.
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ARE YOU SURE YOU’RE READY FOR 2021?

With just over a month until members of the 55th Legislature take their seats, Ugenti-Rita pre-filed the first
bill of the 2021 session. Her S1001 (breast implant surgery; informed consent) is a retrod of last year’s
S1439 (breast implant surgery; informed consent), which passed the Senate unanimously and was approved
by House hel-hu ser but never received a final vote in the House. Senators will have until Jan. 19 and
representatives until Feb. 5 to request bills be drafted, and all 2021 bills must be introduced in the Senate
by Feb. 1 and the House by Feb. 8. Friday, Feb. 19, is the last day to hear bills in committees in their
chamber of origin, while March 26 will be the last day to hear bills in committees in the opposing chamber.
The 100th day of session will fall on April 20.

YOU’VE GOT TWO YEARS UNTIL THE NEXT ELECTION

Mesnard wanted S1001 for an election bill he
plans to introduce to send a signal to voters
that the Legislature takes their concerns about
election security seriously, he told our
reporter. Ugenti-Rita, however, beat him to
the number. Mesnard said it will still be his
first bill of the vear. The measure would
require that counties audit 5 percent of their
ballots, as opposed to the current statutory
requirement that they audit 2 percent. It
would also allow the Attomey General,
Secretary of State or Legislative Council to
require that an individual county further
increase the audit percentage. Brnovich asked
Maricopa County to increase its audit to 5 percent this year, but he didn’t have any authority to require it.
Mesnard’s bill would also allow anyone to request a full recount — provided he or she pays for it. Many
other states have this feature in place, but Arizona only permits recounts in extraordinarily close races. In a
presidential race, the state’s recount laws would only get triggered if the difference between candidates is
less than 200 votes, or 1/10 of 1 percent of the votes cast, whichever number is smaller. In legislative races,
the recount threshold shrinks to either 50 votes or 1/10 of 1 percent. Mesnard acknowledged that his bill
won’t do anything to address complaints about the 2020 election, but he said it could help build voter
confidence in future elections. “We need to bend over backwards, even if it costs a little bit of extra money
and takes a little extra effort, to remove as much distrust as possible,” he said.

ARIZONA’S VACCINE DOSES TO ARRIVE DEC. 13

The first shipments of the COVID-19 vaccine will arrive in Arizona sometime next week and will first be
distributed in Maricopa and Pima counties, state officials said today. The state is expecting 383,750 doses
by the end of December and will prioritize “health care workers, residents of long-term care facilities,
educators and vulnerable populations.” The announcement from Dept of Health Services and Ducey’s
office (LINK) provides more clarity on the vaccination plan officials outlined last week. One week after the
state’s two largest counties receive shipments of 47,000 doses to Maricopa and roughly 11,000 for Pima, all
15 counties, at least four tribes and some nursing facilities will receive doses, as well. It’s important to note
that receiving shipments of the vaccine is not the same thing as people being able to line up to receive it.
Doctors told our reporter that next summer seems to be the target for when the virus will be “under
control,” and Dr. Cara Christ said as much on K7AR this morning (LINK).
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ARIZONA, STATES TARGET FACEBOOK IN ANTITRUST LAWSUIT

Brnovich’s office is joining 47 other states in filing an antitrust lawsuit against Facebook, he announced
today. The bipartisan suit targets Facebook’s purchases of smaller competitors, such as Instagram, and its
blocking of some services from third-party apps that could become competitors. “Facebook’s dominant
market power has been illegally achieved at the cost of consumer choice, market innovation, and consumer
privacy,” Bmovich said in a news release. The lawsuit alleges that Facebook holds an “unprecedented,
virtually 360-degree view of users and their contacts, interests, preferences, and activities™ that allows it to
continue making money from its users even when it’s against those users” interests. The 48 suing states are
secking a court order to prevent Facebook from continuing to block third-party apps and require that the
company give notice before it spends more than $10 million to acquire another company. In an email,
Jennifer Newstead, Facebook’s vice president and general counsel, called the lawsuit “revisionist history,”
and a “chilling waming to American business that no sale is ever final.” “Antitrust laws exist to protect
consumers and promote innovation, not to punish successful businesses,” Newstead said, adding Instagram
and WhatsApp became “incredible products” because Facebook invested billions of dollars to develop
features and better experiences for users. “People and small businesses don’t choose to use Facebook’s free
services and advertising because they have to, they use them because our apps and services deliver the most
value. We are going to vigorously defend people’s ability to continue making that choice,” she said.

CONGRESSMEN’S FAVORITE PASTIME

Stanton isn’t the first Arizona congressman to propose boycotting Arizona in response to an action — or
inaction — on the part of the state. In 2010, Grijalva proposed a boycott after the state enacted SB1070,
Russell Pearce’s hardline immigration law. Grijalva’s boycott drew a swift backlash, and in the election
that year, the veteran legislator faced a political novice, Republican Ruth McClung, who gave him a run for
his money. McClung won 44 percent of the vote to Grijalva’s 50 percent in what many view as a rebuke of
the Democrat’s boycott. Grijalva had traditionally won 60 percent of his district’s vote in past elections. He
has since recovered. He won this year’s election with 65% of the vote. Stanton this week said “bad-actor
states and cities” that refuse to impose mask mandates should not get federal aid. “Congress has a
responsibility to put resources in the hands of those who are taking this crisis seriously and these bad actors
can’t be trusted,” Stanton said in a news release.

TOVAR KEEPS DUNN’S POLICY ADVISOR

Commissioner-clect Anna Tovar is already picking her Corp Comm staff and she doesn’t have to go far for
her policy advisor. Tovar said she plans to keep Erin Ford Faulhaber, who currently serves in that role for
Commissioner Boyd Dunn. One GOP railbird said it is unusual for a policy advisor to jump from a member
of one party to the next. Tovar didn’t comment further on what made her decide to keep Faulhaber on staff.
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Sinema, Kelly: $13 Million in COVID-19 Federal Relief Heads to

Arizona

Arizona Senators Kyrsten Sinema and Mark Kelly announced today that $13 million in federal COVID
relief funds is heading to the Arizona Department of Health Services to reimburse the state for purchases of
gowns, coveralls, disposable thermometers, gloves, and N95 masks to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

“Today’s funding will help shore up budgets in Arizona and continue to help slow the spread of COVID-19
and protect frontline health workers caring for Arizona families during the pandemic,” said Sinema.
“These funds are important to ensure Arizona can continue getting our health care workers the protective
equipment they need to safely treat patients as we face a rise in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations. To
slow that rise, all Arizonans should follow public health guidance including wearing masks and social
distancing,” said Kelly.

The Department of Homeland Security and Federal Emergency Management Agency funds cover 75% of
the cost share, meaning that a total of $17,716,359.41 was spent on reimbursable costs from May 7, 2020 to
June 26, 2020 for Arizona Department of Health Services” response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

These funds were made possible through Sinema’s urging of the President to issue a Major Disaster
Declaration for Arizona, which allows the state to access more public safety resources to combat the
coronavirus outbreak.

Hi#

Thursday Virtual Roundtable: On the Sth Anniversary of the Paris

Climate Accord: Arizona is still in!

(Arizona) - On Thursday, December 10th at 2:00 pm., notable Arizona civic, science and youth leaders

including Tempe Mayor Corey Woods; Sonja Klinsky, Senior Sustainability Scientist, Global Institute of
Sustainability and Innovation at Arizona State University; State Senator-elect Kirsten Engel; and Daniella Lopez, a
15-year-old youth climate leader from Mesa, will gather for a virtual roundtable discussion about the Paris Climate
Agreement and what it means for Arizona communities and families.

This Saturday, December 12th, marks the 5-year anniversary of the landmark Accords that are aimed at limiting the
impacts of climate change. Sadly, on November 4th, less than 2 months ago, the United States officially left the
agreement and abandoned our position of leadership. President-elect Joe Biden has said he’ll rejoin the Paris
Agreement on day 1, which will mark drastic change in course on climate change policy in the United States.

What does this mean for Arizona? Our panclists will provide some necessary insight and expertise to help that
question.

Who:
e State Senator-elect Kirsten Engel
e Mayor Corey Woods, City of Tempe

e Sonja Klinsky, Senior Sustainability Scientist, Global Institute of Sustainability and Innovation at Arizona State
University

o Daniella Lopez, co-lead for Arizona Youth Climate Coalition

What: Virtual Roundtable

Where:

e  Online via Zoom with RSVP, please email adam(@sagecreeksolutions.com
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e Facebook Live: https://www.facebook com/events/1 7005053001 11228/
When: Thursday, December 10th at 2:00 PM MST
Contacts:
o Sandy Bahr, Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter: (602) 999-5790 sandv bahr@sicrraclub.org
o Adam Pimley, Sage Creek Solutions: (406) 579-6524 adam(sagecrecksolutions.com
Hit#

AG Brnovich Joins Multistate Lawsuit Seeking to End Facebook’s
Alleged Illegal Monopoly

Facebook is Accused of Thwarting Competition, Reduced Consumer Privacy for Profits

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Attorney General Mark Brnovich today joined a bipartisan coalition of 48 attorneys general
in filing an antitrust lawsuit against Facebook Inc., alleging that the company has and continues to stifle competition
to protect its monopoly power illegally. The lawsuit alleges that Facebook violated Section 2 of the Sherman Act and
Section 7 of the Clayton Act by illegally acquiring competitors in a predatory manner and cutting services to smaller
threats, depriving users of the benefits of competition and reducing privacy protections along the way — all to boost
its bottom line through increased advertising revenue.

“Facebook’s dominant market power has been illegally achieved at the cost of consumer choice, market innovation,
and consumer privacy,” said General Mark Brnovich. “Our bipartisan coalition of Attorneys General is committed to
standing up for all of the consumers and hardworking small businesses that have been harmed along the way.”

In an effort to “build a competitive moat™ around the company and maintain its market dominance, Facebook employs
a variety of methods to impede competition. The two most utilized strategies have been to (i) acquire smaller rivals
and potential rivals before they could threaten Facebook’s dominance and (ii) suffocate and squash third-party
developers that Facebook invited to utilize its platform. These illegal tactics enable Facebook to maintain its
monopoly over the social networking market.

Reduced Privacy and Fewer Options

Facebook’s unlawful monopoly gives it broad discretion to set the terms for how its users’ private information is
collected and used to further its business interests. When Facebook cuts off integration to third-party developers, users
cannot easily move their own information — such as their lists of friends — to other social networking services. This
decision forces users to either stay put or start their online lives from scratch if they want to try an alternative.

The volume, velocity, and variety of Facebook’s user data give it an unprecedented, virtually 360-degree view of
users and their contacts, interests, preferences, and activities. The more users Facebook can acquire and convince to
spend additional time on its platforms, the more data Facebook can accumulate by surveilling the activities of its users
and thereby increase its monopolistic revenues through advertising.

Because Facebook users have nowhere else to go, the company is able to make decisions about how to curate content
on the platform and use the personal information it collects from users to further its business interests, even if those
choices conflict with the interests and preferences of Facebook users.

Since taking office, General Brnovich has prioritized consumer data privacy. In March 2018, General Brnovich s¢nt a
Igtter to Facebook discussing his obligation as Attorney General to help “ensure that the privacy of the people of
Arizona is respected and preserved.” He also raised concerns about Facebook allowing third-party application
developers to not only access personal data from Facebook users but also acquire comprehensive data about friends of
those Facebook users.

Acquisition of Competitive Threats

Facebook employs unique data-gathering tools to monitor new apps all in an effort to see what is gaining traction with
users. That data helps Facebook select acquisition targets that pose the greatest threats to Facebook’s dominance.
Once sclected, Facebook offers the heads of these companies vast amounts of money — that greatly inflate the values
of the apps to avoid any competition for Facebook in the future.

The two most obvious examples of this successful strategy were Instagram and WhatsApp — of which posed a unique
and direct threat to Facebook’s monopoly.

Purchase of Instagram

After initially trying to build its own version of Instagram with relatively low traction, Facebook acquired Instagram
for $1 billion, despite the company not having a single cent of revenue and valuing itself at only $500 million.
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Facebook offered double the purported valuation of Instagram even though Mark Zuckerberg previously described the
$500 million value as “crazy.”

Purchase of WhatsApp

While Facebook initially focused on several emerging mobile messaging services, WhatsApp was viewed as the
“category leader” with over 400 million active users worldwide in 2014. Accordingly, WhatsApp, provided the
greatest threat.

Facebook feared WhatsApp eroding its monopoly power, and also was concerned that WhatsApp could ultimately be
bought by a competing behemoth, Google, that had previously shown interest in social networking,

This led Facebook, in February 2014, to acquire WhatsApp for nearly $19 billion — wildly more than the extravagant
price CEO Zuckerberg had recommended paying a few months earlier and the $100 million another competitor
offered to buy the company two years earlier.

Cutting Competitors Off from Facebook Overnight

The multistate complaint further alleges that Facebook targets competitors with a ‘buy or bury” approach. If they
refuse to be bought out, Facebook used an “open first—closed later” strategy to stop competitive threats, or deter them
from competing at the inception. Facebook opened its platform to apps created by third-party developers in an effort
to increase functionality on the site and, subsequently, increase the number of users on Facebook. Facebook also
drove traffic to third-party sites by making it easier for users to sign in, so that Facebook could capture valuable data
about its users’ off-Facebook activity and enhance its ability to target advertising,

After years of promoting open access to its platform, in 2011, Facebook began to rescind and block access to the site
to apps that Facebook viewed as actual or potential competitive threats. Facebook understood that an abrupt
termination of established access to the site can be devastating to an app — especially one still relatively new to the
market. Some of these companies experienced almost overnight drop-off in user engagement and downloads, and their
growth stalled.

Remedies

The bipartisan coalition of states requests that the court halt Facebook’s illegal, anticompetitive conduct and block the
company from continuing this behavior in the future. Additionally, the coalition asks the court to restrain Facebook
from making further acquisitions valued at or in excess of $10 million without advance notice. The court is also asked
to require divestiture or restructuring of illegally acquired companies, or other current Facebook assets along with any
additional, appropriate relief.

The complaint was filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.

Separately, but in coordination with the multistate coalition, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) today filed a
complaint against Facebook in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.

This case is being handled by Unit Chief Dana Vogel and Assistant Attorney General Christina Grey from the Civil
Litigation Division.

Copy of the complaint.

HH#

AG Brnovich Leads 20-State Amicus Brief Supporting Kentucky
AG’s Defense of State Laws in Federal Court

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Attorney General Mark Brnovich announced today that Arizona led a 20-state amicus brief
urging the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) to reverse a decision by the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals
that prevented the Kentucky Attorney General from intervening to defend a state law after the state official named
declined to continue defending the law through the appellate process.

“Arizonans know first-hand how elected officials can fail to respect the law,” said General Brnovich. “Attorneys
General have a duty to ensure state laws receive a faithful defense regardless of the inaction of other government
officials.”

The matter of strategic capitulation in litigation is not reserved to Kentucky. The Arizona Attorney General’s Office,
for example, has had to intervene in several important elections cases over the past year after the Arizona Secretary of
State failed to defend challenged laws. One such prominent case, Brrovich v DNC, is now before SCOTUS.

The issue of whether an Attorney General can intervene in federal court to continue the defense of a challenged state
law is an important component of our democratic system of governance. Public officials are not empowered to repeal
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duly enacted state laws unilaterally. Federal courts must permit Attorneys General to continue the defense of state law
when others will not. This rule respects the voters’ ability to elect legislators separately from executive officials and
preserves the checks balances within the state’s legislative process.
In the Kentucky case, the Attorney General defended the state law on behalf of the Cabinet for Health and Family
Services (CHFS). The Secretary of CHFS is appointed by the Governor. When the CHFS chose not to seek further
review of a Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals decision, the Kentucky Attorney General moved to intervene in the case
and continue defending the law. However, the Sixth Circuit did not allow the Kentucky Attorney General to
intervene. The Kentucky Attorney General is asking SCOTUS to consider whether a state attorney general should be
allowed to intervene to defend a state law, after a federal court of appeals invalidates it and no other state official will
defend it.
Attorney General Brnovich was joined in the brief by Attorneys General representing the following states: Alabama,
Alaska, Arkansas, Georgia, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma,
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, and West Virginia.
Copy of Amicus Brief.

Hith

Screening Meeting Information for Maricopa County Commission on
Trial Court Appointments

The Maricopa County Commission on Trial Court Appointments will meet to review 22 applications for two
vacancies on the Superior Court in Maricopa County created by the retirement of Judges Douglas Gerlach and Jeanne
Garcia.

The meeting agenda, public meeting notice and the applications can be viewed online at the Commission’s

website, hiips.//www.azcourts. gov/inc.

The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, December 11, 2020, in conference room 345 of the Arizona State
Courts Building, 1501 W. Washington, Phoenix, AZ 85007. Public comment is accepted at this meeting, however, in
order to maintain social distance, there is very limited seating. We highly encourage speakers to call-in at 602-452-
3533, the meeting access code is 994 353 478.

If you wish to speak at this meeting, you must send your information and the subject of your comments to
Blanca Moreno, at bmoreno@courts.az.gov by 8:30 a.m. on Friday, December 11, 2020.

HH#

Congressman Biggs Votes Against the NDAA Conference Report

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Tonight, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the Conference Report to Accompany
H.R. 6395 — Mac Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act. Congressman Biggs voted against this conference
report and issued the following statement:

“I support our military and have voted in support of the National Defense Authorization Act in previous years.
However, this year’s version of the NDAA was chalked full of special and anti-American interests that I could not, in
good conscience, vote to support. Both the policies and the process are broken for this NDAA, and the House must
begin to consider this bill under an open rule process. The considerations under the NDAA are too important for them
not to warrant honest and open debate.

“The NDAA fails fo prioritize strong border security operations along the southern border. It allows our endless wars
to continue into perpetuity. It did not include my amendment that would have required the Department of Defense to
report to Congress on defense spending by allied countries. And it authorizes the repeal of the Chief Management
Olfficer position — one of the only offices at DOD that saves us money.

“Due to these reasons, and others, [ was forced to oppose this conference report. I support President Trump’s
promise to veto this legislation once it reaches his desk, and I will do everything in my power fo ensure that Congress
will not be able to override his veto. We can and must do much better for our troops. I hope my Democrat colleagues
will come back to the table and work with us to give our troops the very best from the United States Congress.”
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Sinema Hosts Call with Arizona Mayors and County Leaders to
Answer Coronavirus Surge

Sinema continues holding regular calls with Arizona mayors and county leaders, Tribal communities, non-profit
leaders, small business owners, and first responders

WASHINGTON - Arizona senior Senator Kyrsten Sinema hosted a call with Arizona mayors and county leaders
about their coronavirus-related concerns, the importance of slowing the spread of the virus across Arizona, and what
Sinema is fighting for in a next coronavirus-relief legislative package.

“Working directly with local leaders to stop the spread of the coronavirus and deliver coronavirus relief to
communities in need will help save Arizona lives and jobs, and set our economy up for a full recovery,” said
Sinema.

Mayors and county leaders from across Arizona joined Sinema on today’s call to discuss how to stop the spread of
coronavirus, provide updates on a next coronavirus-relief package, and hear how to access coronavirus relief
resources. Sinema has held regular calls with Arizona non-profit leaders, small business owners, and first responders.

Sinema has also added a resources page to her website, www . singma. senale. gov/corona, for Arizonans looking for the
latest information on coronavirus.

HH#

Arizona Transportation Electrification Forum to highlight the

adoption of clean electric vehicles across the state

PHOENIX — The second annual Arizona Transportation Electrification Forum will bring together the key players in
Arizona’s growing electric vehicle (EV) sector, including EV manufacturers, policymakers, utilities, educators and
innovators. The Forum will convene virtually on Friday. December 11, 2020,

The event will feature a virtual EV ride and drive, and address a variety of topics, including an overview of the EV
market nationwide and how the market is active and growing in Arizona. The event will also dive into the synergy
between transportation electrification policies in Arizona and economic recovery policy efforts. U.S. Rep. Greg
Stanton will be featured as the keynote speaker, highlighting what Arizona can expect from the federal level on
transportation electrification policies. The Forum will also include an awards ceremony for those leading the electric
vehicle transition in Arizona, as well as videos from EV drivers in the state. The event will conclude with a series of
concurrent case studies focused on including equity considerations in any transportation electrification policies and
programs, fleet electrification, programs for the public and private sectors, and policies cities can adopt to advance
transportation electrification.

Come learn about the benefits of electrified transportation and what Arizona is already doing to support more EVs on
the roads, and how Arizona can accelerate the adoption of electric vehicles.

WHAT: Arizona Transportation Electrification Forum

WHEN: Friday, December 11, 8 am—2:00 pm MST

WHERE;: Virtually on Zoom, registration at azteforunr.com

WHO: Presented by Plug In America, the Energy Policy Innovation Council at Arizona State University,

and the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project. Participating organizations include American Lung Association
Arizona, Arizona PIRG Education Fund, Arizona Public Service, Atlas Public Policy, the Electrification Coalition,
EVgo, Lucid Motors, City of Phoenix, Salt River Project, Siemens, Tucson Electric Power, and Western Resource
Advocates. U.S. Rep. Greg Stanton of Arizona Congressional District 9 is also our featured speaker. See full agenda.

About Plug In America: Plug In America is the nation’s leading independent consumer voice for accelerating the use
of plug-in electric vehicles in the United States. Formed as a non-profit in 2008, Plug In America provides practical,
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objective information collected from our coalition of plug-in vehicle drivers, through public outreach and education,
policy work and a range of technical advisory services. Our expertise represents the world’s deepest pool of
experience of driving and living with plug-in vehicles. We drive electric. You can too. PiuglnAmerica.org

About Energy Policy Innovation Council at Arizona State University:

The Energy Policy Innovation Council at Arizona State University informs and educates policymakers on current,
complex issues in energy policy that impact Arizona and beyond. We are housed within the School for the Future of
Innovation in Society and the College of Global Futures at Arizona State University in Tempe, Arizona.

Visit: www.sustainabilitv.asu.edu/energy-policy/

About the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project:

The Southwest Energy Efficiency Project is a public interest organization promoting greater energy efficiency in
Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming. For more information, visit www.swenergy.org.

I l “It’s crossing the line.”

D fé\‘fr” - Toma, on behavior that escalates and leads to protests outside
' * someone’'s home.
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Electors vote as lawmakers hold hearing on election

Capitol Media Services

Arizona’s 11 Democrat electors cast their votes Monday for Joe Biden even as a Senate panel raised questions about the
accuracy of the vote that gave the Democrat the edge over President Trump.

Lawsuits challenging AZ election results continue despite Electoral College vote

Capitol Media Services

A Pinal County judge is being urged to toss out the latest — and possibly the last — challenge to the results of the presidential
race in Arizona and the awarding of the state's 11 electoral college votes to Joe Biden.

Pima County to start COVID-19 vaccinations Thursday

Arizona Daily Star

Pima County health-care workers and residents of long-term care facilities will begin to receive the first doses of the COVID-
19 vaccine Thursday, Dec. 17, public health officials announced Monday.

GOP election rift engulfs Mesa lawmakers

East Valley Tribune

Two Mesa lawmakers and a congressman are at the epicenter of a widening schism in Arizona’s Republican Party over
President Donald Trump’s defeat in the state.
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Forest Service agrees to boost spotted owl monitoring

Payson Roundup

The U.S. Forest Service has agreed to undertake a comprehensive monitoring plan to figure out whether Mexican spotted
owls are declining because of things like logging, forest restoration projects, controlled burns and other activities.

Ducey at Odds With White House Task Force, Medical Leaders on COVID-19 Policy

Phoenix New Times

During the course of the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Doug Ducey has repeatedly pointed to the White House
Coronavirus Task Force as his gold standard for advice on how to respond to the coronavirus outbreak in Arizona.

This Week in COVID: 542 Arizonans on Ventilators, Ducey Ignores Expert Guidance

Phoenix New Times

It's Tuesday, December 15. More than 420,000 Arizonans have contracted COVID-19 and more than 7,350 have died as a
result.

Arizona Senate will subpoena Maricopa County for election audit

Arizona Mirror

Amid false claims of election fraud spread by President Donald Trump and Arizona Republican leaders, the Arizona Senate
will issue subpoenas to inspect and audit ballot counting machines in Maricopa County, a top Republican senator announced
Monday at the conclusion of a six-hour-long legislative hearing into the November election.

Will Republicans help to heal America before people get killed?

Arizona Republic (Opinion, EJ Montini)

President-elect Joe Biden said he would be the president for 'all Americans.' But that can't happen unless all Americans start
acting like Americans.

Here is one GOP senator's response to Biden's win in Arizona: 'Buy more ammo'
Arizona Republic (Opinion, Laurie Roberts)

Remember the self-proclaimed patriots who claim to put America First. What they really mean is not country first or even
party first, but self-interest first and thus, Trump first.

Fake Arizona electors vote for Trump. Real Arizona legislators ask Congress to accept them

Arizona Republic (Opinion, Laurie Roberts)

A group of Republican legislators want Congress to accept 'alternate’ electoral votes for Trump. They have completely lost
their grip on reality.

Mark Kelly is right about threats to public lands. He can lead Senate on protections

Arizona Republic (Op-ed, Jannine Mathis)

Provisions to protect the Grand Canyon and other public lands were stripped from a House bill. Will Mark Kelly broker a
better deal in the Senate?

Bowers stands tall amid fumbling MAGA-teers

East Valley Tribune (Opinion, David Leibowitz)
A sculptor and artist by trade, a politician by choice, Speaker of the Arizona House Russell “Rusty” Bowers has long been a
puzzle.
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STOP THE STEAL (OF BOYER’S DIGITAL SIGNATURE)

Boyer accused Townsend of fraudulently using his signature on a letter calling
for Congress to recognize Trump electors, saying he never signed the letter that
mcluded 30 current and future lawmakers and didn’t agree with its premise.
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF PAUL “SWAMP CREATURE” BOYER
After distancing himself from Townsend’s letter, Boyer issued an outwardly
anodyne defense of constitutional norms and accomplished the rare feat of
drawing fire from both Republicans and Democrats over the course of a few
hours.

REPUBLICANS EAT THEIR OWN, PART 297

The American Post-Gazette, a fringe newsletter penned by Russell Pearce and
his allies, has turned on Kelli Ward, accusing her of being a toady for Ducey
and other “McCainiacs™ and urging new leadership within AZGOP.

WHATEVER, JUST PICK A POLICY

Ugenti-Rita has been all over the map in the debate over curing ballots with
missing signatures, but after attempting to require counties to cure the ballots,
then attempting to bar them from doing so, her legislation this year lands
somewhere in the middle.

IF YOU CAN’T WIN IN PINAL, MAYBE TRY MOHAVE

A Pinal County judge threw out an attempt to overturn election results in what
was dubbed “Arizona Kraken 2.0 after the main plamntiff turned out to not be a
registered voter.

WHY DON’T THE PRISONERS JUST LEAVE?
Prison locks are once again on the agenda of tomorrow’s Joint Committee on
Capital Review.
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STOP THE STEAL (OF BOYER’S DIGITAL SIGNATURE)

Boyer accused Townsend of fraudulently using his signature on
a letter calling for Congress to recognize Trump electors,
saying he never signed the letter that included 30 current and
future lawmakers and didn’t agree with its premise. Boyer told
our reporter he agreed to sign on to a previous version of the
letter, drafted last week while some court cases were still
pending, that asked that no electors be appointed for Arizona
until outstanding issues were resolved. Townsend’s assistant
sent a new version of her letter Monday afternoon and asked
lawmakers who wanted to sign to send their signatures. The
new version instead asked Congress to recognize Trump
electors or nullify the Electoral College vote entirely, while
Boyer said he wanted electoral votes to ultimately go to the
winner of the election, even if an audit delayed that process.
Boyer said he didn’t respond and asked his assistant not to et s o ~
either. But Townsend took his lack of response as a continued endorsement of her message and attached
Boyer’s signature to the letter, though she announced last night that she would retract his name. In an email
Boyer asked that she immediately delete his digital signature and never use it again. “For someone who is
so concerned with fraud, you have fraudulently used my signature without my permission,” he wrote. Even
without Boyer’s signature, a majority of next year’s Republican lawmakers have signed on to Townsend’s
call to subvert the will of Arizona’s voters and recognize Trump electors instead. For the most part, those
Republican lawmakers who didn’t sign the letter have stayed quiet about the election or appeared to
encourage rumors of fraud by calling for investigations.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF PAUL “SWAMP CREATURE” BOYER

After distancing himself from Townsend’s letter, Boyer issued an outwardly anodyne defense of
constitutional norms and accomplished the rare feat of drawing fire from both Republicans and Democrats
over the course of a few hours. Boyer’s signature on Townsend’s letter after two years of being viewed as a
rare moderate in the Legislature drew attention from Dems, independents and rational Republicans who
were initially upset over his inclusion. “Remember when @PaulDBoyer seemed reasonable for a short
period? Good times,” one Democratic activist tweeted (LENK). Yesterday evening, after telling Townsend
to remove his name from her letter, Boyer shared a simple message about the ¢lection that set many of his
fellow Republicans against him. “I support the rule of law. The election is certified. The process should
move forward per the constitution,” he tweeted (LINK), sparking another brutal round of backlash. Nicole
Garcia, the Phoenix city council candidate who doxed Bowers, referred to Boyer as a “weak beta male,”
“ignorant swamp creature” and “TRAITOR” and accused him of benefitting from the Chinese communists
she believes run America (LINK). In a subsequent tweet, Garcia also criticized Boyer’s bowtie, seemingly
unaware that coming after a lawmaker’s neckwear is political suicide. (Former Regent Greg Patterson
resigned his post in 2017 after mocking Finchem’s Sunday-go-to-meeting tie as a “costume” that didn’t
work.) Finchem, who survived the tie incident and is now leading the charge to overturn the 2020 election,
claimed Boyer is ignorant of the Constitution — though dozens of court cases and opinions of attorneys
would suggest Finchem’s interpretation is the wrong one (LINK).
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REPUBLICANS EAT THEIR OWN, PART 297

The American Post-Gazette, a fringe newsletter penned by
Russell Pearce and his allies, has turned on Kelli Ward,
accusing her of being a toady for Ducey and other
“McCainiacs” and urging new leadership within AZGOP.
In the latest entry, Samuel Adams, one of the many
anonymous authors who use founding fathers as a
moniker, wrote that Ward has been “another clected
disappointment.” Besides accusing Ward of “kowtowing”
to Ducey and his allies, the anonymous entry opens up old
wounds about how she treated “warrior-patriot” Russell
Pearce badly by dismissing him from his State Resolutions
Committee position (Y&, 1/24). It also attacks her
fundraising prowess — or lack thereof — saying Ward’s fundraising fell woefully short of expectations and
“was not a winner at this.” All of this was to endorse Bob Lettieri as the next AZGOP chair. Lettieri is, to
date, the only person to express interest in the position and rumors have been swirling for a while that Ward
wouldn’t even run for a second term. One Republican PC told our reporter Ward wasn’t going to run and
there’s been further speculation it’s because she wants a higher post — Congress, Senate or governor. It’s
worth noting that despite running twice for US Senate, Ward has never won a statewide primary, let alone a
general election. She lost to McCain in 2016 and McSally in 2018. While the Post-Gazette thought Ward’s
efforts to challenge the Arizona eclection results are “commendable,” it was not enough to salvage their
faith. “Ward wasn’t a proven fighter for conservative causes. And her activities up to now have proven she
isn’t,” it said. “Lettieri will bring a sense of dependability and professionalism that has been missing for
years.”

WHATEVER, JUST PICK A POLICY

Ugenti-Rita has been all over the map in the debate over curing
ballots with missing signatures, but after attempting to require
counties to cure the ballots, then attempting to bar them from doing
so, her legislation this year lands somewhere in the middle. Her
S1003 (early voting; signature required; notice) secks to codify the
current practice that ballots with missing signatures can only be cured
up until the time polls close on election day, unlike ballots with iffy
signatures, which can be cured until up to five days after the election.
The debate spun out of the 2018 clection, when some counties
allowed voters to add signatures after the fact, creating a patchwork
of processes that Republicans argued violates the Equal Protection
Clause of the US Constitution (Y5, 11/8/18). The next year, Ugenti-Rita sponsored legislation specifically
allowing counties to cure missing signatures until five days after the election (LINK) but the version of the
bill that was signed into law was silent on missing signatures, only allowing inconsistent signatures to be
cured after election day. In 2020, she introduced S1032 (early voting; signature required; notice) to
specifically bar counties from curing missing signatures after election day — in fact, it went further, barring
counties from curing mail-in ballots without signatures even if they arrive before election day. (The Navajo
Nation brought a lawsuit earlier this year arguing voters should have the ability to sign until five days after
the election, and while a district court agreed, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals put a stay on that ruling,
saying the state was likely to win its arguments (Y5, 10/6).) This year’s version of the bill would require
recorders to make a “reasonable effort” to contact voters who mail in their ballots without signatures before
election day, but would tie the deadline for curing missing signatures to the polls closing.
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IF YOU CAN’T WIN IN PINAL, MAYBE TRY MOHAVE

A Pinal County judge threw out an attempt to overturn election results in what was dubbed “Arizona
Kraken 2.0 after the main plaintiff turned out to not be a registered voter. The lawsuit was largely a copy
of the suit thrown out in Maricopa County Superior Court, a decision that the Arizona Supreme Court
unanimously upheld. Attorney Roopali Desai, representing Hobbs™ office, filed a motion to dismiss the suit
yesterday based on the fact that the plaintiff, Staci Burk, had not been a registered voter in Arizona for
more than 10 years. Burk, who represented herself in Pinal County Superior Court, also filed the lawsuit
after the 5-day deadline to file a lawsuit after certification.

WHY DON’T THE PRISONERS JUST LEAVE?

Prison locks are once again on the agenda of tomorrow’s Joint Committee on
Capital Review. It’s been roughly 18 months since lawmakers have been
allocating money to fix the locks at Lewis Prison and the job is still not
complete. Lawmakers allocated the Dept of Corrections $30 million in FY21
for locks. It spent $14.1 million of that in September, and will ask for
authority to spend an additional $8.9 million tomorrow. The request from
DOC puts total allocation through FY20 and FY21 at $47 million (LINK).
The locks will go to the Morey Unit, which began receiving allocations to fix
broken locks in June 2019. Dept of Corrections predicts Morey will be complete come January and that the
overall project will finish in August 2022, with Lewis” Buckley Unit to be completed in May, the Rast Unit
completed in December as well as the Bachman and Stiner Detention Units and then Yuma Prison’s Dakota
and Cheyenne Units will be finished August 2022.

SCOTUS Reinstates Death Sentence for Arizona Man Who Murdered

Friend

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Attorney General Mark Brnovich announced today that the Supreme Court of the United
States (SCOTUS) has reinstated a death sentence for Arizona inmate George Kayer. Yesterday’s opinion reverses a
Ninth Circuit decision that granted sabeas relief to Kayer.

In 1994, Kayer brutally murdered his friend, Delbert Haas, to rob Haas of his belongings. Kayer shot Haas in the back
of the head while pulled over alongside the Interstate in Yavapai County. Kayer has now exhausted all of his appeals.
“We have a solemn obligation to uphold our laws and be a voice for those who can no longer speak for themselves,”
said General Brnovich. “We must always ensure that justice is served for the victims, their families, and our
communities.”

The Arizona courts consistently denied relief to Kayer, including on his claim that his attorneys erred by not
presenting certain evidence at sentencing. The Ninth Circuit, however, granted habeas relief based on Kayer’s
attorneys’ alleged sentencing error and concluded that he was entitled to a new sentencing trial.

In reversing this ruling, SCOTUS found that the Ninth Circuit had “resolved this case in a manner fundamentally
inconsistent” with the Anti-terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act (AEDPA), which requires federal courts to
defer to state-court decisions. Under an appropriately deferential review, the Arizona courts had reasonably rejected
Kayer’s challenge to his death sentence, and he was not entitled to a new sentencing trial.

This decision is a victory not only for the victims of Kayer’s crime but also for the rule of law. SCOTUS has once
again confirmed that “state courts play the leading role in assessing challenges to state sentences based on federal
law,” and that federal courts cannot second guess state court decisions unless an inmate satisfies AEDPA’s stringent
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standards.
Copy of per curiam opinion.

Barbara LaWall’s Retirement Celebration

The Covid-19 pandemic has certainly upturned the apple cart completely this year, making it impossible to gather
together to say goodbye and express our thanks in person to Pima County Attorney Barbara LaWall as she departs the
Office.

However, despite the pandemic, we have created a fun celebration and acknowledgment of Barbara’s 24 years of
leadership as our County Attorney, and her 44 years in the prosecutor’s office.

We have organized a Honk! Hoot and Holler! Downtown Car Parade. Sheriff Mark Napier and PCSO Deputies
will lead the parade, and numerous other police agencies and fire departments are joining in as well. The short parade
route is below.

Barbara LaWall will be standing in front of the old J.P. Courthouse waving as the cars go by. Ms. LaWall is very
excited and looking forward to the parade. This will be celebratory and a lot of fun!

Senator Kelly Speaks with Governor Ducey about COVID-19, Arizona
Priorities

Today, Senator Mark Kelly spoke with Governor Doug Ducey about the rising COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations
in Arizona, the strain that is putting on hospitals and health care workers, and what can be done to slow the spread of
the virus.

Kelly and Ducey also discussed plans for distributing the COVID-19 vaccine in Arizona, priorities for growing
Arizona’s economy including semiconductor manufacturing, and progress on bipartisan COVID relief from
Washington.

“Today, Governor Ducey and I spoke about how we’re combatting the virus in Arizona, including vaccine distribution
in the state and the strain that rising COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations are putting on our health care system,” said
Senator Kelly. “I reiterated my support for additional mitigation efforts to slow the spread of the virus, including
what I have heard from Mayors about ensuring they have the tools to protect their communities and additional staffing
needs in Arizona’s hospitals.”

Kelly continued, “This week I am continuing to work with both Republicans and Democrats to find a compromise on
additional COVID-19 relief for Arizona, and as we navigate this crisis and beyond I look forward to speaking often
with Governor Ducey about ways we can work together for Arizona.”

Monitoring the Future Study: No Increase in Youth Marijuana Use
Following Statewide Legalization

Self-reported rates of lifetime marijuana use by young people remained largely unchanged over the past year and has
not increased over the better part of the last decade, according to survey data released by the University of Michigan.
NORML’s Deputy Director Paul Armentano said: “The 2020 MTF findings add to the growing body of scientific
literature showing that legalization policies can be implemented in a manner that provides access for adults while
simultaneously limiting youth access and misuse. Furthermore, these findings stand in sharp contrast to the sensational
claims often made by legalization opponents, claims that thus far have proven to be baseless.”

Year-over-year, “the use of marijuana in all forms ... by adolescents [nationwide] did not significantly change in any
of the three grades [8th grade, 10th grade, and 12th grade] for lifetime use, past 12-month use, past 30-day use, [or]
daily use,” the National Institute on Drug Abuse stated in a news release.

Since 2012, when Colorado and Washington became the first two states in the nation to legalize the retail adult-use
market, lifetime use by adolescents has fallen approximately three percent natiowide.
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remained largely unchanged during this time period, while self-reported use by adolescents over the past 30-days has
fallen.

The Monitoring the Future findings are consistent with nigmerous other studies — such as those here, here, herg,

and hgre— concluding that statewide marijuana legalization policies are not associated with any significant rise in
either the use of marijuana by young people or in their ability to access it.

HighGround Public Affairs Announces Staff Changes

Jessica Blazina joins firm as Senior Government Affairs Fxecutive;

Patrick J. Cunningham transitions to Senior Advisor on Water Management Issues

PHOENIX (December 14, 2020) — HighGround, Inc., the oldest public affairs firm in the State of Arizona, kicked off
its 25™ year of operation with a new addition the team and a change in roles for one of its leading team

members. Today, the firm was pleased to announce the addition of Jessica Blazina as its new Senior Government
Affairs Executive and the evolution of Patrick J. Cunningham’s role to Senior Advisor on Water Management Issues.
The addition of Ms. Blazina strengthens HighGround’s lobbying capacity and will help the firm in developing deeper
relationships and improving client services for new and existing clients. She will officially start with the firm on
12/28/20 and will principally work with Douglas Cole, Scott A. Smith and Jeffrey Kros in representing the firm’s
deep roster of government relations and lobbying clients.

“With her fourteen plus years of government relations work at the local and state level, Jessica Blazina will
complement our team’s existing skills and permit HighGround to continue to grow our diverse portfolio of clients,”
said Douglas Cole, the Chief Operating Officer of HighGround. Inc., “We are incredibly excited to have her join the
firm and bring even greater expertise to the service of our clients.”

“Through her years of experience, Jessica has developed confidence and trust wherever she has worked. In our
practice, our clients depend upon our deep historical knowledge of state and local government and the wisdom that we
can provide to accomplish our client’s goals. Jessica is a fantastic addition to our team,” said Scott A. Smith, Senior
Vice President of Government Relations.

Jeffrey Kros, General Counsel to HighGround said, “T have worked with Jessica on many difficult projects during the
past 15 years and found her to be a reliable source of accurate information and a trustworthy advocate for her clients.
She will be a great asset to our team here at HighGround.”

“I’m delighted to be joining HighGround and look forward to utilizing my local and state government experience to
further enhance the team,” said Ms. Blazina.

“I am thrilled to have someone of Jessica’s character, knowledge, and experience join our team. I know she will make
us all better,” explained J. Charles “Chuck” Coughlin, President & CEO.

In addition, HighGround also announced the next iteration of Patrick J. Cunningham’s extended career at the firm
with his transition from his role in “Public Affairs Consulting — General Counsel Emeritus” to a more policy focused
role as “Senior Advisor on Water Management Issues.”

Coughlin explained, “Mr. Cunningham joined our firm ¢ight years ago as a public affairs professional and our general
counsel. In June of 2019, our colleague began his first steps toward retirement when the firm added Jeff Kros as our
new general counsel. Mr. Cunningham stepped into a consulting and advisory role that has been extremely beneficial
to the firm as Mr. Kros has picked up more of the general counsel duties and worked together with Mr. Cunningham
on client services.”

“Patrick is continuing to evolve his role at HighGround as he steps into a new advisory position on water management
and policy issues. Mr. Cunningham will continue to work with the firm and its clients to provide his expertise in
developing policy options for Arizona’s growing need for water and water conservation,” continued Coughlin.

“In this transition, he will work closely with all of the client service personnel at HighGround so the firm can benefit
from his deep source of knowledge and relationships throughout the state. We are extremely fortunate to have
someone of Patrick’s caliber on our team and grateful for his continued work with the firm,” concluded Coughlin.
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“For someone who is so concerned with fraud,
w ' you have fraudulently used my signature
L without my permission.”

Dﬁ\Y’” - Boyer, to Townsend, after she signed his name
to a letter he had not agreed to sign
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Wake Up Call December 16, 2020
Religious matters forbidden for courts, judges rule

Capitol Media Services

The question of whether Mormons are “Christians” may be a thought-provoking debate for
theologians.

Arizona Senate issues subpoena demanding access to 2 million-plus ballots cast

Capitol Media Services

Maricopa County supervisors were served Tuesday with subpoenas from the state Senate
demanding access to copies of the more than 2 million ballots cast by Maricopa County voters
in the Nov. 3 election.

Gov. Ducey won't block Pima County, Tucson curfews for now

Capitol Media Services

County Administrator Chuck Huckelberry told Capitol Media Services that the ordinance is
not an effort to pick a fight with the governor over the scope of his powers.
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Disqualified Coolidge mayor candidate part of transcript in Pinal election lawsuit
Coolidge Examiner

A former failed candidate for mayor of Coolidge was part of a transcript filed in a Pinal
County lawsuit secking to overturn the 2020 Presidential election in Arizona.

Biasiucci, Cobb eye upcoming legislative session

Mohave Valley Daily News

District 5 State Reps. Regina Cobb and Leo Biasiucci discussed their priorities for the
upcoming Arizona legislative session Monday during a teleconference with Kingman city
officials.

8th lawsuit fails to overturn presidential vote in Arizona

Associated Press

A judge dismissed another lawsuit Tuesday that sought to decertify Democratic President-
elect Joe Biden’s win in Arizona, marking the eighth failed case that challenged the election
results in the state.

Payson Roundup

Two lawsuits have been filed secking to overturn Proposition 208, which would have provided
roughly $1 billion annually for districts statewide — with most of the money earmarked for
teachers salary, training and recruitment.

Former Paperboy Sues Arizona Republic Over Child Sex Abuse Ring

Phoenix New Times

If it weren't for a TV ad, Gregory Brown might not have known he had a chance to obtain
Justice.

Arizona Republic Lacked Safeguards, Says Ex-Employee Convicted of Molestation
Phoenix New Times

The Arizona Republic should have done more to regulate contact between paperboys and their
adult bosses, says a former employee who in 1980 admitted to molesting 10 paperboys.

Our Favorite Phoenix New Times Police Misconduct Stories From 2020

Phoenix New Times

Even amid the devastating COVID-19 pandemic, there was no shortage of outrageous,
maddening, and eye-popping police misconduct and scandal in Phoenix and broader Arizona
this past year.

Four decades and counting — the GOP’s shift to the right is bigger than the Democrats’
shift left

Roll Call (Opinion, Stuart Rothenberg)

Republican critics of the progressive “squad™ are quick to ignore their own lunatic right.

Local experience shows election-fraud believers won't be satisfied
Arizona Daily Star (Opinion, Tim Steller)
As the board dawdled over releasing election records, a gathered crowd grew unruly.

New administration must fix access to higher ed
Arizona Daily Star (Opinion, Katya Mendoza)
I 'am a Latinx millennial, and I consider myself to have lived a life of privilege.

A call for healing elicits a 'day of reckoning' threat

Arizona Republic (Opinion, EJ Montini)

Party leaders will have to tone down the rhetoric and it should start, preferably (but not likely)
with Donald Trump.
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Rep. Andy Biggs again unmasks his own ignorance

Arizona Republic (Opinion, EJ Montini)

The representative continues angling for the title of most anti-science, anti-Constitution
member of Congress.

Senate demands an audit of Maricopa County's vote machines, Will it accept the

Arizona Republic (Opinion, Laurie Roberts)
I'm all for auditing Maricopa County's election equipment. As long as Republicans pay for the
audit and abide by its findings.

Yes, Arizona can manage this COVID-19 spike without more shutdowns, Here's how,
Arizona Republic (Opinion, Robert Robb)

We shouldn't throw thousands of low-skilled workers out of work and shutter hundreds of
small businesses for uncertain gains.

There is no _crisis. Trump is no threat to democracy in Arizona or the US
Arizona Republic (Opinion, Phil Boas)
When there's a real crisis you can smell the fear. There is no fear today.

No, these innovative efforts are not an attempt to dismantle public district schools
Arizona Republic (Op-ed, Emily Anne Gullickson)

Some advocates claim that innovative efforts to better deliver education are an existential
threat to public education. They are not.
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Wake Up Call December 17, 2020
GOP lawmaker introduces legislation to_curtail governor’s emergency powers

Capitol Media Services

A veteran state lawmaker is moving to strip Gov. Doug Ducey of the powers he assumed when he declared an emergency 10
months ago.

Mesnard seeks immunity from Shooter lawsuit
Capitol Media Services
The Arizona Supreme Court has agreed to decide the scope of immunity provided to state lawmakers.

Vaccinations begin in AZ as COVID cases spike

Capitol Media Services

A record number of Arizonans are now hospitalized for COVID-19 as the state retains its dubious distinction as the place
where the virus is spreading faster than anywhere else in the country.

Pima County's health director tests positive for COVID-19

Arizona Daily Sun

A total of 11 department employees at the headquarters building on East Ajo Way have tested positive for the virus in the past
week.
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Local lawmakers say roads, water on agenda for legislative session
Today’s News-Herald
Lake Havasu City’s state representatives are forming their plans for the next Arizona legislative session.

Sen. Kelly discusses virus, vaccine with Fort Huachuca commander, Sierra Vista mayor

Herald Review

Newly elected Sen. Mark Kelly spoke with city and Fort Huachuca officials this week in an effort to zero in on some of the
pressing issues the leaders are faced with.

Even With Weed Legalized in Arizona, You Can Still Be Fired for Getting High

Phoenix New Times

In the November 2020 general election, Arizona voters approved, by a large margin, Proposition 207, a ballot measure that
would legalize recreational marijuana.

No New Measures to Slow Current Outbreak as Vaccines Offer Distant Hope
Phoenix New Times
This evening, nine frontline workers will be injected with their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.

Bill would permit outside parties to pay for election recounts

Arizona Mirror

Anyone who thinks a recount of an election might change the outcome would have the opportunity to put their money where
their mouth is under a new bill filed for the 2021 legislative session.

Phoenix officials release video showing police fatally shooting former NFL player
The Hill
Phoenix police released a body camera video this week showing police fatally shooting a former NFL player.

Is COVID-19 inaction leading Arizona to 'death panels'?
Arizona Republic (Opinion, EJ Montini)
It's an ugly description for the untenable position we may be putting our heroic health care professionals in.

Gov. Doug Ducey should give his annual State of the State address from a cemetery

Arizona Republic (Opinion, EJ Montini)

Staging a packed event in the State House would be deadly. And given what we've been through and the lack of mitigation to
suppress it ...

President Donald Trump finally delivers the poke we really needed

Arizona Republic (Opinion, Laurie Roberts)

Because of President Donald Trump's Warp Speed initiative, we can now look forward to a sharp poke in the arm and a
measure of hope at a time when we need it.

What Gov. Doug Ducey got right - and wrong - about how we should handle COVID-19

Arizona Republic (Opinion, Joanna Allhands)

Arizona government won't force us to be personally responsible in our own homes. But that doesn't mean our current efforts
are working.

Resuming executions in Arizona by lethal injection poses big legal and public health risks

Arizona Republic (Op-ed, Arthur Rizer and Camille Infantolino)
If the Arizona government restarts lethal injection executions, it has two choices, both of which involve breaking the law.
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In Today's Yellow Sheet December 17, 2020

WAIT, ARE YOU SURE YOU WEREN’T HACKED?

Rodriguez likes and comments on a lot of pornography on his secondary
Twitter account, but when our reporter asked him about it, he didn’t try to insist
he was hacked or deny it was his account — instead, his response was
shockingly frank.
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CAN WE SEE YOUR ONLYFANS RECEIPTS?

One progressive woman who saw Rodriguez’s posts argued that even though
she agreed with his stance on sex work, his Twitter feed doesn’t reflect the kind
of model citizen that voters expect from their elected officials.

IT’S FESTIVUS SEASON

House Republicans today held a four-hour closed caucus meeting to hash out
their problems as Bowers attempts to unify the divided caucus into a
functioning majority.

MAYBE LATER, EDDIE

Maricopa County supervisors will meet again tomorrow to decide how to
handle Senate subpoenas for election equipment and ballot images after failing
to reach an agreement during a nearly five-hour executive session yesterday.

SO MUCH FOR THE SECRET BALLOT
Farnsworth’s request for ballot images appears to fly in the face of a state law
that protects ballot images from physical and electronic access.

MAYBE LATER, MITZI

Republican lawmakers on the Joint Legislative Audit Committee shut down
Epstein’s request for an audit of the state’s unemployment system after some
mitially said they supported the idea.

THAT SOUNDS LIKE A JOB FOR CONGRESS

Increasing Arizona’s paltry $240-per-week unemployment benefits remains a
top priority for Democrats, but that’s almost certainly not going to happen in
the Republican-controlled Legislature.
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WAIT., ARE YOU SURE YOU WEREN'T HACKED?

Rodriguez likes and comments on a lot of pornography on his
secondary Twitter account, but when our reporter asked him
about it, he didn’t try to insist he was hacked or deny it was his
account — instead, his response was shockingly frank. After
initially arguing the graphic images he has liked and
commented on from his second account, @drod3897, aren’t !
pornography and that his Twitter isn’t a story, Rodriguez
owned up to his online activity, saying he expected a call from
a reporter someday. “Americans always have this puritanical
hang-up with sexuality,” he said. “I get it, and I guess it’s
salacious, but why do we give power to this attitude of |
morality and judging? If I was advocating something illegal,
that would be different, I guess, like overthrowing the
government.” Essentially, Rodriguez argued that lawmakers
are people — and people look at pornography. He noted that !
Trump paid adult actress Stormy Daniels hush money from his
campaign funds, and argued that many Republicans’ stance of moral purity is pure hypocrisy (think former
lawmaker and youth pastor Steve Montenegro’s sexting affair with a legislative staffer — a scandal he
initially attempted to flat-out lie about). “How many other lawmakers are comfortable being honest? Would
vou rather have me lie to my constituents?” he said. “I would like to think that my approach of being honest
about who I am is far superior from someone who pretends to be one way and then acts in another and then
denies it.” Rodriguez noted that he supports the legalization of sex work, and argued that expressions of
sexuality in an open and healthy way shouldn’t make people feel ashamed. The images Rodriguez liked and
commented on are of women, often tattooed and fully nude in very salacious poses, to which he has offered
comments like “This pic is Hall of Fame™ or “this feels amazing.” Those posts are interspersed between
tweets about Arizona politics. While most lawmakers take caution to not leave an easily visible digital trail
of their pornography viewing habits, Rodriguez said he’s not ashamed of viewing pom and noted he’s not
doing it on his main account, and isn’t posting it himself. (Our reporter previously noticed him replying
with fire emojis from his legislative account to a picture of a bikini-clad woman, though we couldn’t find
any pornography likes or comments there in a review today.) Asked if he plans to delete the account or
unlike posts, he said he probably not — adding he’s sure our reporter took screenshots, so doing so would be
pointless. “If the point of this story is that ‘Oh, he feels guilty,” you're not going to get that,” he said.

CAN WE SEE YOUR ONLYFANS RECEIPTS?

One progressive woman who saw Rodriguez’s posts argued that even though she agreed with his stance on
sex work, his Twitter feed doesn’t reflect the kind of model citizen that voters expect from their elected
officials. And she argued that if he’s going to use the feminist, sex-positive argument as a shield, “he better
be ready to show receipts that the content he’s viewing is sourced from a place where they pay their sex
workers fair wages with a safe working environment and health benefits.” A Democratic man who tipped
our reporter off to the account, which several lawmakers and politicos follow, said Rodriguez’s response
was “refreshingly honest™ but the account is still “pervy.” “Some of that sh*t is weird,” the source said.

Page 1 of 7 December 17, 2020

AZ-SEN-21-0466, 21-0473, 21-0477, 21-0480, 21-0481-B,
21-0472, 21-0476-C, 21-0465, 21-0469-D, 21-0468, 21-0640-E-000227

ARZN_REV00068491_12-17-20.pdf



YHLLOW SHEET REPORT DECEMBER 17, 2020 PAGE 2

© BY ARIZONA CAPITOL REPORTS LLC UNLESS OTHERWISE CREDITED

IT’S FESTIVUS SEASON

House Republicans today held a four-hour closed
caucus meeting to hash out their problems as Bowers
attempts to unify the divided caucus into a
functioning majority. The mandatory caucus meeting
wasn’t an organizational ~meeting, meaning
Republicans didn’t have the chance to hold another
vote for their leadership team. And it wasn’t an
attempt to take lawmakers to the woodshed, one
source said, but rather, a chance to talk the caucus’
problems through and hopefully come to a truce
before the issue festers in the 2021 session. The
meeting wrapped up shortly before our deadline, and
it’s unclear if the anti-Bowers faction of the caucus pledged to support him, but one lawmaker described it
as “productive, long and a kumbaya.” House Republicans are also holding a caucus retreat tonight at a dude
ranch in Pima County tonight, where there’s a mandatory 10 pm curfew as Covid cases spike statewide.
The retreat, which lawmakers do every year, won’t focus on policy and instead will be a chance to bond for
those who show up. (It’s unclear if Roberts will be there and Finchem is not expected to attend, though it’s
unclear if that’s due to his battle with the speaker or his recent Covid diagnosis (¥S. 12/11).) Toma, the
House majority leader, told our reporter today all events will be outside and lawmakers will be required to
wear masks and comply with any other precautions that the venue requires. He said he expects some of the
dissident lawmakers to show up and is cautiously optimistic that Republicans can start to repair some of the
riffs that have formed since the election, though he doesn’t expect to attempt any trust falls. “I’'m not a big
fan of that sort of thing — I think talking and having an open conversation is the best way to form
camaraderie,” he said.

MAYBE LATER, EDDIE

o e Maricopa County supervisors will meet again
tomorrow to decide how to handle Senate subpoenas
for election equipment and ballot images after failing
to reach an agreement during a nearly five-hour
executive session yesterday. E Farnsworth demanded
that the county turn over images of all mailed and
absentee ballots and provide access to all election
equipment no later than 5 pm on Friday. It’s unclear
whether Farnsworth even has the authority to demand
that information, as state statutes governing the
Legislature’s subpoena power primarily refers to
witnesses appearing before a committee and producing papers and documents. The Senate believes it has
that authority. “The U.S. Supreme Court has repeatedly held since the 1700s that the legislative power to
conduct investigations is inherent in the legislative process and that the power is very broad,” Senate GOP
spokesman Mike Philipsen said in an email. He repeatedly ignored questions about who will conduct the
audit of the machines. Rudy Giuliani’s hotel hearing presented so-called expert witnesses who lacked
qualifications to investigate election equipment — including a retired Army colonel who volunteered to
inspect the equipment during Giuliani’s event (Y5, 11/39). Maricopa County is prepared to hire its own
auditors, board chair Clint Hickman said during a legislative hearing on Monday, but it can’t do so until
ongoing litigation ends because the machines are considered evidence.
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SO MUCH FOR THE SECRET BALLOT

Farnsworth’s request for ballot images appears to fly in the face of a
state law that protects ballot images from physical and electronic
access. Griffin’s Laws 2017, Chapter 107 (ballot: electronic data;
digital images) dictates that electronic images of ballots must be kept
jJust as secure as paper ballots. Outside of the statutory hand count
audit and any court-ordered recounts, both physical ballots and their
electronic versions must be locked down. This also came up in one of
Kelli Ward’s post-election lawsuits, as attorneys sparred over whether
they could show images of the ballots Ward’s team had been given
leave to inspect. Those exhibits were kept under seal, visible to the
attorneys and judge but not in publicly accessible court documents. Cochise County Elections Director Lisa
Marra told our reporter many voters make identifying marks on their ballots, meaning that in some cases
it’s possible to deduce who the voter was. Some voters leave their initials if they make and correct an error,
the way they would on a contract, and some write their own names or their spouse’s names as write-in
candidates. “So many people write letters on their ballots. They write notes. They sign them. And we saw
more of that this year because people kept calling to say “When did you count my ballot? I need to know
exactly when you counted my ballot,”” Marra said. In other cases, even if voters don’t leave identifying
marks on their ballots, someone could try to deduce who cast a ballot based on marks showing what
precinct it’s from, or whether the voter used a special machine for voters with disabilities.

MAYBE LATER, MITZI

Republican lawmakers on the Joint Legislative Audit Committee shut down
Epstein’s request for an audit of the state’s unemployment system after
some initially said they supported the idea. Epstein requested a two-
pronged audit, to be completed by Oct 31, 2021, that would assess how to
improve processing of unemployment claims and determine whether the
computer system the state’s unemployment insurance division uses is up to
the task. Lawmakers from both parties have described spending much of
the pandemic trying to help constituents, many of whom have never before
been unemployed or underemployed, navigate the unemployment system.
As of ecarly November, the most recent period for which the Joint
Legislative Budget Committee reported employment figures, more than
95,000 Arizonans were out of work and collecting unemployment benefits.
A year ago, that number was around 20,000. Epstein’s proposal relied on
changing a planned review of the School Facilities Board to an internal
audit, giving the Auditor General the time and resources to conduct its own
review of the unemployment system. Republicans including J Allen
objected to that, arguing that the School Facilities Board needs special
attention. “Maybe we ought to look at the schedule a little more carefully
and find somebody else to move around, but the School Facilities Board is
one of those ones that I've always viewed as a loose cannon,” he said.
Allen voted against the proposal because he said issues with the
unemployment system should be handled by the full Legislature in
committees, while Gray said he would have supported the audit if its deadline were six months later. When
Epstein asked for a new motion on an audit to be completed by April 30, 2022, instead, Gray said he would
still vote against it because the previous motion had already passed and failed.
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THAT SOUNDS LIKE A JOB FOR CONGRESS

Increasing Arizona’s paltry $240-per-week unemployment
benefits remains a top priority for Democrats, but that’s almost
certainly not going to happen in the Republican-controlled
Legislature. Cobb spent much of her time during this morning’s
Arizona Capitol Times Morning Scoop event on unemployment
explaining that increases to unemployment benefits wouldn’t fly.
Replenishing the state’s unemployment insurance fund — which is
down to roughly $90 million from a high of $1.1 billion at the
start of the year — will be a priority next year, Cobb said. She
suggested Ducey allocate the remaining roughly $313 million from the CARES Act, which he must spend
by the end of the year, to the state’s unemployment fund, and said lawmakers will likely appropriate more
money during the legislative session. But Cobb balked at the idea of increasing unemployment taxes on
employers, either to replenish the fund or grow benefits. “We do not want to put an extra tax on our small
business people,” she said. The average tax rate employers pay per employee is 1.73 percent, while actual
rates can be as low as 0.05 percent, according to JLBC. However, the new stimulus package Congress is
mulling over might provide some relief. Lawmakers in DC appear to be closing in on a deal for a $900
billion stimulus package that would provide an additional $300 per week of federal funding for the next 10
weeks, down from the $600 per week that the first stimulus package offered (LINK).

Congressman Biggs Urges President Trump to Veto the End-of-Year
Omnibus Spending Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Last night, Congressman Andy Biggs led a letter to President Donald J. Trump, urging him
to veto the end-of-year omnibus spending bill expected to pass through Congress in the coming days.

Representatives Chip Roy (TX-21), Jody Hice (GA-10), Ted Budd (NC-13), Warren Davidson (OH-08), Jeff Duncan
(8C-03), Michael Cloud (TX-27), Ralph Norman (SC-05), Scott Perry (PA-10), Steve King (IA-04), Randy Weber
(TX-14), Paul A. Gosar, D.D.S. (AZ-04), Ted S. Yoho D.V.M. (FL-03), and Louie Gohmert (TX-01) co-signed the
letter.

Read the text of the Ietter

Senator Kelly Meets with COVID-19 Working Group for Update on

Pandemic
Today, Senator Mark Kelly met for the second time in two weeks with his COVID-19 working group, made up of
public health and health care experts from Arizona’s universities and health care providers. The group discussed the
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steep rise in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations in Arizona, how that is putting a tremendous strain on hospitals and
health care workers, and the difficult road ahead for the state without significant mitigation measures. Kelly has
continually voiced his support for a statewide mask requirement to lgaders across the state.

“What I heard from public experts today is that Arizona has one of the highest rates of COVID-19 spread in the
country, and that if the spread continues at this pace our health care system will be stretched past the breaking point.
Already we are in a worse position than we were earlier this year, and there are fewer mitigation measures in place.
That is why I urge all Arizonans: stay home as much as possible, don’t gather in large groups, and wear a mask when
you have to go out.” — Senator Mark Kelly

Kelly’s first meeting as a Senator was with Arizonans directly impacted by COVID-19, and he continues to work with
his Republican and Democratic colleagues in Washington towards an emergency relief package that would bring
resources to Arizonans and small businesses who are struggling.

AG Mark Brnovich Joins Multistate Lawsuit Seeking to End Google’s
[llegal Monopoly in Search

Bipartisan Coalition Alleges Google lllegally Maintains a Monopoly & Has Created Insurmountable Barriers to
Entry for Competitors

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Attorney General Mark Brnovich is part of a bipartisan coalition of 38 attorneys general in
suing Google LLC for anticompetitive conduct in violation of Section 2 of the Sherman Act. As a member of the
Executive Committee, the Arizona Attorney General’s Office (AGO) has played a key role in the investigation and
development of the lawsuit.

The attorneys general allege that Google illegally maintains its monopoly power over general search engines and
related advertising markets through a series of anticompetitive exclusionary contracts and conduct. As a result, Google
has deprived consumers of competition that could lead to greater choice, innovation, and better privacy protections.
Furthermore, Google has exploited its market position to accumulate and leverage data to the detriment of consumers.
“@Google’s quest to build a monopoly has led to less privacy, stifled innovation, and reduced choice for consumers,”
said Attorney General Brnovich. “I’m not interested in micromanaging businesses, but consumer privacy must be
protected. Our bipartisan antitrust lawsuit against Google is targeted to stop illegal conduct and improve consumer
welfare.”

In many ways the states’ complaint is consistent with the lawsuit filed by the U.S. Department of Justice on October
20, which alleged that Google improperly maintains its monopoly power in general search and advertising through the
use of exclusionary agreements. However the states’ filing asserts additional allegations and describes Google’s
monopoly maintenance scheme as a multi-part effort. The states’ lawsuit alleges that Google:

o Uses exclusionary agreements and other practices to limit the ability of rival general search engines and
potential rivals to reach consumers. This conduct cements Google as the go-to search engine on computers
and mobile devices.

o Disadvantages users of its secarch-advertising management tool, SA360, by promising that it would not favor
Google search advertising over that of competing search engines such as Bing. Instead, Google continuously
favors advertising on its own platform, inflating its profits to the detriment of advertisers and consumers.

¢ Discriminates against specialized search sites — such as those that provide travel, home repair, or
entertainment services — by depriving them access to prime “real estate” in the search results pages because
these competing sites threaten Google’s revenue and dominant position.

The attorneys general argue that more competition in the general search engine market would benefit consumers, for
example, through improved privacy protections and more targeted results and opportunities for consumers.
Competitive general search engines also could offer better quality advertising and lower prices to advertisers.

The attorneys general expand on the U.S. DOJ’s allegation that Google’s anticompetitive conduct continues. As
explained in the complaint, the company seeks to deploy the same exclusionary contracting tactics to monopolize the
emerging ways consumers access general search engines, such as through their home smart speakers, televisions, or in
their cars (“voice assistants™). In so doing, Google is depriving consumers of competitive choices and blocking
innovation.

The states also go further than the U.S. DOJ in explaining how Google’s acquisition and command of vast amounts of
data — obtained in increasing part because of consumers’ lack of choice — has fortified Google’s monopoly and created
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significant barriers for potential competitors and innovators.

The bipartisan coalition is asking the court to halt Google’s illegal conduct and restore a competitive marketplace. The
states also seck to unwind any advantages that Google gained as a result of its anticompetitive conduct, including the
divestiture of assets as appropriate. Finally, the court is asked to provide any additional relief it determines
appropriate, as well as reasonable fees and costs to the states.

The complaint was filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, in conjunction with a Motion to
Consolidate secking to combine this case with the pending U.S. DOJ case.

For Arizona, this case is being handled by Solicitor General Beau Roysden, Deputy Solicitor General Michael Catlett,
Competition, Innovation & Privacy Unit Chief Dana Vogel, Assistant Attorney General Christopher Sloot, and Legal
Assistant Project Specialist Amber Daniels.

The states’ investigation was led by an executive committee made up of the attorneys general of Arizona, Colorado,
Iowa, Nebraska, New York, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Utah. The executive committee is joined by the attorneys
general of Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Minnesota, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wyoming, the District of
Columbia, and the territories of Guam and Puerto Rico.

Copy of the Multistate Complaint,

Judge Diane M. Johnsen (ret.) Named James A. Walsh Outstanding Jurist

PHOENIX — The Board of Governors of the State Bar of Arizona named retired Judge Diane M. Johnsen of the
Arizona Court of Appeals, Division One, as the 2020 recipient of the James A. Walsh Outstanding Jurist Award.

The award recognizes “that judge whose carcer exemplifies the highest standards of judicial conduct for integrity and
independence; who is knowledgeable of the law and faithful to it; who is unswayed by partisan interests, public
clamor or fear of criticism; who is patient, dignified and courteous to all who appear before that judge; and who
endeavors to improve the administration of justice and public understanding of, and respect for, the role of law in our
society.”

The award recognition notes Judge Johnsen’s early career as a political reporter and editor at the Arizona Daily Star in
Tucson. Judge Johnsen clerked for Judge Ben Duniway on the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals before entering private
practice in the areas of complex commercial litigation, environmental law, insurance coverage, commercial torts, and
media law. Judge Johnsen was appointed to Division One of the Arizona Court of Appeals in 2006 and served as
Chief Judge from 2014 to 2016. Judge Johnsen retired from the bench in February 2020 and works part-time as a
Special Projects Attorney for the court. In semiretirement, Judge Johnsen is training to become a Court Appointed
Special Advocate in Maricopa County.

The James A. Walsh Outstanding Jurist Award is named in honor of James Augustine Walsh (1906-1991), who was a
Maricopa County judge and was nominated by President Harry S. Truman to a seat on the United States District Court
for the District of Arizona. Walsh served as chief judge of that court from 1961 to 1972, After many years of service,
Walsh assumed senior status and continued in semiretirement until his death in 1991.

For a complete list of the 2020 State Bar Annual Awards recipients, see hitps://azbar.grg/about-us/board-of-

governors/state-bar-annual-awards/.

ARIZONA CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMISSION ANNOUNCES
DIRECTOR LEFEVRE’S ELECTION AS VICE PRESIDENT OF THE
NATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE ASSOCIATION

Phoenix, AZ, Thursday, December 17, 2020 — Today, the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission (ACJC) announced
that Executive Director Andrew T. LeFevre has been elected as Vice President of the National Criminal Justice
Association (NCJA).

“We are very proud of Director LeFevre for being elected as Vice President of the NCJA Board of Directors,” stated
ACJC Chairwoman Sheila Polk. “Through his leadership over the years, he has played a vital role in raising
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Arizona’s position on issues in the southwest around Criminal Justice Reform to the national level. This gives
Arizona a voice in issues that directly impact our state on policy issues.”

NCIJA is one of the nation’s leading voices in shaping and implementing criminal justice policy. Representing state,
tribal and local criminal and juvenile justice practitioners, the NCJA works to promote a balanced approach to
communities’ complex public safety and criminal justice system problems by coordinating juvenile justice, criminal
justice and other federal programs to use limited federal funds most effectively. Its governing body is comprised of
high-level state and county officials and regional representatives from across the country.

“I am honored at being elected Vice President of NCJA by my peers around the nation,” said Director LeFevre. “One
of the strengths of our organization is the diverse collection of experience, knowledge, and opinions on criminal
justice issues that are represented by our members and staff. I look forward to working in my new position to enhance
NCJA’s leadership role in important criminal justice conversations.”

Prior to serving as the Vice President for NCJA, Director LeFevre served on the organization’s executive committee
as the elected chair of the western region and as chair of the National Forum Planning Committee and as an active
member of the Finance and Audit Committee.

“It is important to me and the criminal justice stakeholders that ACJC represents that Arizona has a strong voice on
the NCJA board,” said LeFevre. “As a southwestern border state, we bring important issues to the national stage and
provide a voice for our unique challenges.”

To learn more about NCJA, visit www.ncia.org

“If the point of this story is that ‘Oh, he feels

O l E guilty,” you’re not going to get that.”
1N/ -

e - Rodriguez, on his penchant for commenting on
D’&\‘I and liking pornography from his second Twitter
account
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Damage from new Ariz. border wall: Blown-up mountains, toppled cacti

Snags on COVID relief may force weekend sessions

Virus's spread is 'substantial' in Pima County. say AZ officials
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‘A glimmer of hope’
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Sinema’s New Year’s wish: A functional U.S. Congress
Arizona reports more than 5,800 new COVID-19 cases
Final stretch is in sight for relief deal

Subpoena voting machines? Note irony
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Valley fire leaders receive coronavirus vaccine, hope others will follow
Arizona reports 7.635 new coronavirus cases, 142 more deaths

Health expert says more approvals will speed up Arizona virus immunizations
Some states say Pfizer vaccine allotments cut for next week

Pence. wife Karen, surgeon general get COVID-19 vaccines
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Arizona reports over 100 virus deaths for 3rd straight day

ASU to begin construction of multi-purpose arena in January
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Power plant stacks that loomed over Arizona come down
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Damage from new Ariz. border wall: Blown-up mountains, toppled cacti
By Anita Snow

Arizona Daily Star

December 18, 2020

Work crews ignite dynamite blasts in the remote and rugged southeast corner of Arizona, forever
reshaping the landscape as they pulverize mountaintops in a rush to build more of President Trump's
border wall before his term ends next month.

Each blast in Guadalupe Canyon releases puffs of dust as workers level land to make way for 30-foottall
steel columns near the New Mexico line. Heavy machines crawl over roads gouged into rocky slopes
while one tap-tap-taps open holes for posts on U.S. Bureau of Land Management property.

Trump has expedited border wall construction in his last year, mostly in wildlife refuges and Indigenous
territory the government owns in Arizona and New Mexico, avoiding the legal fights over private land
in busier crossing areas of Texas. The work has caused environmental damage, preventing animals from
moving freely and scarring

The new border wall leads to a dynamited mountaintop as seen from Douglas. Construction, mostly on
wildlife refuges and Indigenous territory, has led to environmental damage.

DAMAGE

unique mountain and desert landscapes that conservationists fear could be irreversible. The
administration says it's protecting national security, citing it to waive environmental laws in its drive to
fulfill a signature immigration policy.

Environmentalists hope President-elect Joe Biden will stop the work, but that could be difficult and
expensive to do quickly and may still leave pillars towering over sensitive borderlands.

The worst damage is along Arizona's border, from century-old saguaros toppled in the western desert to
shrinking ponds of endangered fish in eastern canyons. Recent construction has sealed off what was the
Southwest's last major undammed river. It's more difficult for desert tortoises, the occasional ocelot and
the world's tiniest owls to cross the boundary.

'Interconnected landscapes that stretch across two countries are being converted into industrial
wastelands,' said Randy Serraglio of the Center for Biological Diversity in Tucson.

In the San Bernardino National Wildlife Refuge near Guadalupe Canyon, biologist Myles Traphagen
said field cameras have captured 90% less movement by animals like mountain lions, bobcats and
javelinas over the past three months.

'This wall is the largest impediment to wildlife movement we've ever seen in this part of the world,' said
Traphagen of the nonprofit Wildlands Network. 'It's altering the evolutionary history of North America.'
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 1982 established the nearly 4-squaremile refuge to protect water
resources and endangered native fish. Diverse hummingbirds, bees, butterflies and bats also live there.

Since contractors for U.S. Customs and Border Protection began building a new stretch of wall there in
October, environmentalists estimate that millions of gallons of groundwater have been pumped to mix
cement and spray down dusty dirt roads.

Solar power now pumps water into a shrinking pond underneath rustling cottonwood trees. Bullfrogs

croak and Yaqui topminnows wiggle through the pool once fed solely by natural artesian wells pulling
water from an aquifer.

A 3-mile barrier has sealed off a migratory corridor for wildlife between Mexico's Sierra Madre and the
Rocky Mountains to the north, threatening species like the endangered Chiricahua leopard frog.

The Trump administration says it's completed 430 miles of the $15 billion wall and promises to reach
450 miles by year's end.

Biden transition officials say he stands by his campaign promise — 'not another foot' of wall. It's unclear
how Biden would stop construction, but it could leave projects half-finished, force the government to
pay to break contracts and anger those who consider the wall essential to border security.

'Building a wall will do little to deter criminals and cartels seeking to exploit our borders,' Biden's
transition team has said. It says Biden will focus on 'smart border enforcement efforts, like investments
in improving screening infrastructure at our ports of entry, that will actually keep America safer.'

Environmentalists hope for an ally in Alejandro Mayorkas, Biden's nominee to lead the Department of
Homeland Security, which oversees Customs and Border Protection.

Until construction is stopped, 'every day, it will be another mile of borderlands being trashed,' Serraglio
said.

Environmental law attorney Dinah Bear said Biden's administration could terminate building contracts,
which would allow companies to seek settlements. What that would cost isn't clear because the contracts
aren't public, but Bear said it would pale in comparison to the price of finishing and maintaining the
wall. Military funds reappropriated under a national emergency declared by Trump are now funding the
work.

Bear, who worked at the White House's Council on Environmental Quality, said she wants to see
Congress set aside money to repair damage by removing the wall in critical areas, buying more habitat
and replanting slopes.

Ecologists say damage could be reversed in Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, where thousands

of tree-like saguaros were bulldozed, with some reportedly replanted elsewhere.
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With Mexico on the right, crews stand in a pathway cleared by explosives to make way for border wall
construction in Guadalupe Canyon. The Trump administration says it's completed 430 miles of the $15
billion wall.
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Snags on COVID relief may force weekend sessions
By Andrew Taylor
Arizona Daily Star
December 18, 2020

It's a hurry up and wait moment on Capitol Hill as congressional negotiators on a must-pass, almost $1
trillion COVID-19 economic relief package struggled through a handful of remaining snags on
Thursday.

The holdups mean a weekend session now appears virtually certain, along with a stopgap
spending bill to avert a partial government shutdown at midnight Friday.

All sides appeared hopeful that the wrangling would not derail the legislation from becoming law. The
central elements of a hard-fought compromise appeared in place: more than $300 billion in aid to
businesses; a $300-per-week bonus federal jobless benefit and renewal of soon-to-expire state benefits;
$600 direct payments to individuals; vaccine distribution funds; and money for renters,

schools, the Postal Service and people needing food aid.

The hangups involve an effort by GOP conservatives to curb emergency lending programs by the
Treasury Department and Federal Reserve, a Democratic

CONGRESS

demand to eliminate local government matching requirements for COVID-related disaster grants, and
myriad smaller disagreements over non-pandemic add-ons, lawmakers and aides said.

The delays aren't unusual for legislation of this size and importance, but lawmakers are eager to leave
Washington for the holidays and are getting antsy.

Do we want to lapse into politics as usual and let negotiations lose steam? Do we want to haggle and
spar like this was an ordinary political exercise?' asked Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-
Ky.

The pending bill is the first significant legislative response to the pandemic since the landmark CARES
Act passed virtually unanimously in March, delivering $1.8 trillion in aid and more generous $600 per
week bonus jobless benefits and $1,200 direct payments to individuals.
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The CARES legislation passed at a moment of great uncertainty and unprecedented shutdowns in a
failed attempt to stymie the coronavirus, but after that, many Republicans focused more on loosening
social and economic restrictions as the key to recovery instead of more taxpayer- funded aid.

Now, Republicans are motivated chiefly to extend business subsidies and some jobless benefits, and
provide money for schools and vaccines. Democrats have focused on bigger economic stimulus
measures and more help for those struggling economically during the pandemic.

The emerging package falls well short of the

$2 trillion- plus Democrats were demanding this fall before the election, but President- elect Joe Biden
is eager for an aidpackage to prop up the economy and help the jobless and hungry. While Biden says
more economic stimulus will be needed early next year, some Republicans say the current package
maybe the last.

'Tf we address the critical needs right now, and things improve next year as the vaccine gets out there and
the economy starts to pick up again, you know, there may be less of a need,' said No. 2 Senate
Republican John Thune of South Dakota.

The details were still being worked out, but the measure includes a second round of 'paycheck
protection' payments to especially hard-hit businesses, $25 billion to help struggling renters with their
payments, $45 billion for airlines and transit systems, a temporary 15% or so increase in food stamp
benefits, additional farm subsidies, and a $10 billion bailout for the Postal Service.

Some Democrats also mourned the exclusion of a $500 million aid package to help states run their
elections. The money was seen as urgent this summer to help states more safely administer their
elections in the middle of the pandemic. But with the election over, momentum for the money has gone
away.

The emerging package was serving as a magnet for adding on other items, and the two sides continued
to swap offers. It was apparent that another temporary spending bill would be needed to prevent a
government shutdown. That was likely to pass easily, though possibly not until the last minute.

The emerging package would combine the $900billion in COVID-19 relief with

a $1.4 trillion government-wide funding bill. Then there are numerous unrelated add-ons that are
catching a ride, known as 'ash and trash' in appropriations panel shorthand.

One leading candidate is an almost 400-page water resources bill that targets $10 billion for 46 Army
Corps of Engineers flood control, environmental and coastal protection projects. Another potential
addition would extend a batch of soon-toexpire tax breaks, including one for craft brewers, wineries and
distillers.
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Virus's spread is 'substantial' in Pima County, say AZ officials

Arizona Daily Star

December 18, 2020

Half of the counties in Arizona are seeing 'substantial' spread of COVID-19, state health officials said
Thursday while reporting 5,817 new cases and 147 more deaths throughout the state.

Weekly metrics released by the Arizona Department of Health Services listed eight counties in Southern
and Eastern Arizona, including Pima, with a substantial number of cases. Arizona's other seven counties,
including Maricopa, remained classified as moderate.

In Pima County, there have been 55,801 cases of coronavirus, up 844 from the previous day. There have
been 853 deaths in Pima County, up 17 from the previous day. Gov. Doug Ducey has resisted a return to
business closures and a stay-home order he imposed in the early stages of the outbreak, saying it's up to
people to take personal responsibility for slowing the spread. He reiterated that view Wednesday, saying
'we are doing everything that we can.'

Dr. Cara Christ, the state's top health official, has advised people to wear a mask, maintain social
distancing and try to stay outside whenever socializing with people with whom they don't live.

Officials say Arizona has seen a total of 435,036 confirmed cases and 7,677 deaths since March. The
number of infections is thought to be far higher because many people have not been tested, and studies
suggest people can be infected with the virus without feeling sick.

The state health agency's dashboard shows Apache, Cochise, Graham, Greenlee, Navajo, Pima, Santa
Cruz and Yavapai counties now experiencing substantial coronavirus spread.

Arizona on Wednesday had reported 108 additional deaths, and the state's seven-day rolling average of
daily deaths rose to 64.1 from 30.7 on Dec. 2.

In addition, the number of hospitalized COVID-19 patients increased to 3,884 on Wednesday while
available hospital beds shrank to 7%, a low during the pandemic.

'Oftentimes we get told, especially in our staffing meetings, that we have A, B and C patients waiting for
rooms,' Eddy De La Torre, an intensive-care nurse at a Phoenix-area hospital, told ABC15.com. 'They
can be waiting for a couple hours.'

The metrics were created during Arizona's summer coronavirus surge to gauge when businesses would

be allowed to reopen, but there's no requirement for closures now that the numbers are again bleak. The
metrics are also a guide for school administrators to make decisions about partially or fully allowing in-
person instruction.
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Proposed Ariz. law would allow anyone to demand vote recount if they pay for it
By Howard Fischer
Arizona Daily Star
December 18, 2020

Political candidates and their supporters unhappy with the results of an election could demand a recount
under a proposal to be considered this coming year by the state Senate.

But they'd have to be willing to put their money where their mouths are.

The proposal by Sen. J.D. Mesnard, R-Chandler, would permit any individual to demand a recount of
any race in any county or statewide. The only requirement would be that they provide the money to
cover the costs.

Mesnard conceded that even if his Senate Bill 1010 is enacted, it wouldn't necessarily quell all doubts
and complaints about election returns. But he called it an 'effective component' of restoring confidence
in the electoral system.

Not everyone sees it that way.

Tt's unnecessary and stupid,' said outgoing Maricopa County Recorder Adrian Fontes.

He said all Mesnard is doing is catering to the complaints — none of which have been proven in court
— that there was something wrong with the results reported in the presidential race. Fontes also said a

hand recount, which is one of the options under Mesnard's proposal, would

take weeks to conduct. Arizona law now requires a recount only when the difference in votes between
the candidates is within a certain margin.

Sen. J.D. Mesnard

RECOUNT

So, for example, in a statewide race the loser would have to come within 200 votes. Ditto in the case of a
statewide ballot measure.

That is nowhere near Joe Biden's 10,457-vote edge over President Trump in the official tally in Arizona.

And for other races, the spread between candidates has to be even smaller: 50 votes for legislative seats
and just 10 for local elections.

Under Mesnard's proposal, a person seeking a recount when it's not automatic would be required to post
a bond with a court 'in a form and in an amount as determined by the court to be sufficient to provide for
full reimbursement of the costs of conducting the recount.'

He said he wants to be sure 'the taxpayers aren't on the hook.'

The dollar figure could be substantial, depending on the kind of recount sought.
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The recounts that now occur automatically under state law are done by putting the ballots into an
automated counting machine. That is a relatively simple procedure, one that might take about a week on
a statewide basis.

But Mesnard's legislation would permit the person seeking the recount to request it be done by hand,
assuming the person is willing to pay the additional costs involved. Those costs would depend on how
many ballots, and how many counties, are involved.

'This is about instilling confidence in the election system, the results in particular in this case,' Mesnard
said. 'And I'd much rather err on the side of greater counting than not.'

Fontes, a Democrat who lost his own reelection
campaign in the Nov. 3 election, said Mesnard's plan is the wrong cure for the problem.

'"There's better ways to instill confidence,' he said. 'For example, getting his people to stop denying the
outcome of the (presidential) election.'

There already is a procedure in place for what might be called an automatic mini-recount. It requires
having officials from both parties select ballots from 2% of the precincts or voting centers, pick certain
races and then have those ballots counted by hand by party workers.

In Maricopa County that involved more than 47,000 ballots. And Fontes said that in each case the results
were found to be 100% consistent with the machine count.

Fontes said that hand count took close to a day. Extrapolate that out over more than 2 million ballots in
Maricopa County — the kind of count that SB 1010 would permit — and a hand tally would take more
than a month, meaning the results would not be known and finalized until after the current date in state
law to certify the returns.

"What he's asking for is injecting more doubt, more uncertainty, take longer to figure these things out
instead of standing up to the people who are actually wrong,' Fontes said.

As to whether a recount would satisfy those who continue to insist there were improprieties with the
just-conducted election, Mesnard said: 'Well, I think we need to do everything we can to try.'

He said this is about more than just a few folks trying to cast doubt on how the vote was conducted and
counted.

T would say hundreds of thousands of people in the state believe something was wrong with the
election,' Mesnard said.

Why they believe that — and even the veracity of their beliefs — is irrelevant, he said.

"Whether you agree with them or not or think it's conspiracy theories or sore loser or legitimate fraud or
irregularity is somewhat immaterial,' Mesnard said.
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He said the fact remains that, for whatever reason, they don't trust the results. 'And that is an existential
threat to the democratic electoral process we must confront,' he said.

"We cannot dismiss it," Mesnard continued. 'It's irresponsible to dismiss it, even if you think they're
wrong.'

Still, Mesnard conceded, even allowing for a full hand count is unlikely to satisfy all doubters.

Ts it the silver bullet? No,' he said. 'Is there a silver bullet? I don't know. But I think this is an effective
component of that.'

The National Conference of State Legislatures reports that Arizona is one of only nine states that do not
have a process in place to let people request a recount. But even in some of the states that do permit such
demanded recounts, there are constraints.

For example, in Georgia a losing candidate may seek a recount only when the results are within 0.5% of
the total votes cast for the office.
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Asked about election irregularities, voters point to saguaros, roadrunners
Arizona Daily Star
December 18, 2020

You might have heard of people claiming there were irregularities in the recent election.

Well, Arizona Senate President Karen Fann set up an email address for people to report irregularities,
and boy did they.

Hundreds and hundreds of emails went to the address 2020election@azleg. gov, but most of them did
not support Trump loyalists' claims of fraud. They were angry at Fann and the GOP for perpetuating
fraud claims. Many were along the lines of this email: 'Donald Trump lost the election. Sad. The only
malfeasance is that he is attempting

a coup and the entire GOP is letting him do it.'

The Star requested the emails to the address after Fox 10 in Phoenix and Arizona Public Media reported
them. Some of the emails reported alarming, possibly psychedelic voting incidents.

"When I went to check in to vote I was asked if I was a Republican or Democrat and I told them I was
really a saguaro cactus and then they didn't let me vote. FRAUD FRAUD FRAUD' 'There were some
roadrunners voting in Tucson. I swear on Rudy's hair dye.'

T believe I was the victim, along with our great president, of voter fraud. Standing in line
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waiting I noticed all the poll workers giving voters black pens to fill out their ballots, but when it was
my turn they handed me a Mr. Sketch scented marker. I believe it was the watermelon scent, which I
found highly offensive as I hate watermelon. No doubt they knew that by tracking me with their 5G
towers. Anyways, I'm sure they did that to me because of my KAG hat and 12 guns I was holding at the
time. I don't believe my vote for Trump was counted as the watermelonscented marker is a lite pink
color.'

NOTEBOOK

Tim Steller

NOTEBOOK

T saw a guy voting and he looked like he shouldn't have been voting in Arizona. Big guy. Corn-cob pipe
and button nose. Two eyes made out of coal. Dumb hat too.'

And finally, there was this alarming one from the Old Pueblo: 'l voted in person in Tucson on Nov. 3rd.
In the booth next to me, I observed a very large lizard voting for Democrats! The individual tried to hide
their tail under a large overcoat and they wore a wig and hat, but a lizard he was, and lizards are not
allowed to vote!'

Alas, there were some serious claims made. The Senate Republicans reported they sent several dozen
such emails on to the Arizona Attorney General's Office election integrity unit.

Speaker's race up in the air thanks to LD11 rep

A Republican Southern Arizona legislator is planning to turn the normally routine vote for House
speaker into a possible free-for-all when the Legislature convenes Jan. 11.

Rep. Bret Roberts, of Legislative District 11, announced on Twitter Monday that he plans not to vote for
Rusty Bowers for speaker. Bowers won the Republican caucus vote for leadership in early November,
beating Roberts' seatmate from Oro Valley, Mark Finchem.

"We need someone with the ability to unite our caucus and provide strong leadership that will help
ensure the next two years are successful,' Roberts said. "Unfortunately, I have come to the conclusion
that Rusty Bowers is not the right person for the job and therefore will be withholding my vote.'

Roberts cited an ethics investigation of Rep. David Cook, the way Bowers handled last year's recess,

allegations that the speaker was not allowing some members to use staff to send press releases, and
Bowers' management of election-fraud allegations.

Republicans hold a 31-29 edge in the chamber during the coming session, meaning that a decision
normally made by acclamation may have to be worked out through horse trading.
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Rep. T.J. Shope, a Coolidge Republican who will join the Senate when the Legislature convenes again,
said Roberts' decision hands power to Democrats. Bowers may need Democrats' votes in order to win
the speakership, which would give Democrats power to make demands of their own from him.

'‘Barring a sleeper candidate who can unify the caucus, you have to go to the other side,' Shope said.

He said it's ironic that Democrats spent so many millions of dollars to win the state House majority, only
to lose it narrowly, then be handed power through an internal GOP dispute.

The conflict has been brewing. After Finchem challenged Bowers for the speakership and lost, Bowers
rearranged the House committees, eliminating altogether the Federal Relations committee chaired by

Finchem.

'This has been coming for a while,' Shope said. 'That we were able to keep it together for two years was
a minor miracle.'

New county attorney announces team

Incoming Pima County Attorney Laura Conover announced her leadership in a meeting with staff this
week. The members are:

* Chief deputy: Tamara Mulembo

¢ Chief criminal deputy: Dan South

* Chief civil deputy: Andy Flagg

« Assistant to the county attorney and public health liaison: David Contreras
» Communications director: Joe Watson

* Transition manager: Martha Durkin

* Fraud unit and conviction integrity unit chief:

Gabriel 'Jack' Chin

» Community outreach manager: Patrick Robles 'l can't believe I've reached this point in my career
where I'm able to convene such a team,' Conover said Thursday. 'They're so talented and skillful.'

Fountain named for outgoing Pima County Recorder

The fountain in the courtyard of Pima County's Historic Courthouse will be named in honor of retiring
County Recorder F. Ann Rodriguez after a unanimous vote by the Board of Supervisors.

After serving as Pima County recorder for nearly three decades, Rodriguez will retire in January and
hand the reins over to recently elected Gabriella Cézares-Kelly.
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"You've been a fixture in this community and you have managed it well,' Board Chairman Ramén
Valadez told Rodriguez during Tuesday's meeting. 'You have conducted yourself with honor and respect
and always upheld the integrity of our elections.'

Rodriguez's office was located at the Historic Courthouse from 1993 to 2015, a building that she has
long referred to as 'the pink palace.'

County Administrator Chuck Huckelberry said Rodriguez was the first Hispanic female to be elected to
a Pima County office, in 1992.

It's only fitting that the Board name the fountain in her honor for her years and years of service,' he said.

Star reporter Jasmine Demers
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‘A glimmer of hope’

Vaccinations begin at Maricopa County sites
Rachel Leingang and Alison Steinbach
Arizona Republic

December 18, 2020

Emily Beck came off the night shift at Banner University Medical Center in Phoenix, where she’s an
ICU nurse, and joined the line at the Arizona State Fairgrounds to get one of Maricopa County’s first
COVID-19 vaccine doses.

The air buzzed with excitement as health care workers on the front lines gathered in their cars, awaiting
the vaccine that brought them hope the end of the pandemic was, finally, in sight.

Banner Health nurse Diane Cluxton prepares a COVID-19 vaccination at the Arizona State Fairgrounds
in Phoenix on Thursday

Nurse Roxanne Flynn vaccinates critical care nursing educator Jenae McVicker on Thursday at
HonorHealth in Phoenix.

“We have seen more people in our ICU than probably ever before. We’ve seen a lot of death. We’ve
seen patients without their family members present go through some of the worst experiences of their
life. And we don’t want it to be that way,” Beck said.

Across the Valley, a similar energy filled the air as health care workers and first responders began
making their way through a drive-thru to receive their long-awaited shot.

Twin brothers and emergency medicine physician colleagues Kris and Robin Samaddar got vaccinated
together Thursday and said it was the first real sign of hope they have felt since the start of the
pandemic.

Jenae McVicker, a critical care nursing educator at HonorHealth, was one of the first to get a shot. In a
year of so much pain, she views the vaccine as a “silver lining” and “finally, a glimmer of hope.”

As a critical care nurse, she’s been long looking forward to a vaccine. But it still didn’t fully hit her until
she got in line and realized she was among the first handful of people in Maricopa County to be
vaccinated.

“It’s surreal. To wake up this morning and know that you’re going to be part of history is not something
I ever imagined,” McVicker said.

Beck received the first shot at the Arizona State Fairgrounds, one of a handful of sites administering the
vaccines to health care workers in the first phase of its rollout.
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Outside an agricultural building at the fairgrounds, white tents were set up to shade cars as they arrived
at the site after navigating a parking lot full of bright green safety cones. Inside the building, a team of
people prepared the vaccine, filled out paperwork and administered shots to the people who had signed

up.

The fairgrounds site became a COVID- 19 testing drive-thru in March and will provide vaccines to
about 1,000 people per day once it’s fully ramped up. The first day, about 165 shots were expected to be
delivered at the site.

A similar setup is run by Honor-Health in northeast Maricopa County, which is where McVicker and the
Samaddars received their doses. The site will be able to administer up to 1,000 vaccinations daily but
plans to start more slowly. The HonorHealth drivethru site expects to administer 15,000 initial doses in
the coming weeks.

Maricopa County launched the first two vaccine distribution sites run by Banner and HonorHealth on
Thursday, with three more expected to open next week.

For now, only priority workers who are prescreened and preregistered can get vaccinated at the sites,
with public vaccination to come later next year.

Vaccines also are being distributed in other programs. A 94-year-old veteran at the Phoenix VA was one
of the state’s first patients to receive the vaccine, through a federal allocation sent directly to the
Department of Veterans Affairs. Health care workers on the Navajo Nation also received vaccinations
earlier this week through a supply sent directly to the tribe.

On Wednesday evening, 10 health care workers and first responders received the vaccine at the state’s
public health lab, including Dr. Cara Christ, the director of the Arizona Department of Health Services,
who has led the state’s pandemic response.

Leading by example

Dr. Marjorie Bessel, the chief clinical officer for Banner, administered the shot to Beck and other health
care workers on the first day at the fairgrounds. She said she wanted to show recognition for their hard
work and show that she believes the vaccine is safe and effective.

“I think this is another testament that we feel confident about the vaccine,” said Bessel, who was
wearing a festive dress with candy canes, holly and evergreens.

The festive mood was shared by Marcy Flanagan, the director of public health for Maricopa County,
who witnessed the first shots at the fairgrounds on Thursday morning. It “feels like Christmas to me,”
she said. When the vaccines arrived on Monday, she felt relief, her tense shoulders easing for the first
time in months.

Both Bessel and Flanagan urged vigilance now, though, as cases and hospitalizations continue to rise
here. Bessel said hospitalization rates are higher than they were in the summer. We’re in the “worst part
of the pandemic” right now, despite the historic and exciting vaccine rollout on Thursday, Bessel said.
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“We can all do our part. It is no fun to get sick. It’s no fun to be hospitalized. It’s no fun to be in our
Intensive Care Unit,” Bessel said.

Neither Bessel nor Flanagan yet qualified to get the vaccine but said they would join the line as soon as
they could. But there wasn’t enough to go around yet, and front-line health care workers like those who
got the vaccine on Thursday needed it most.

“You have a lot of health care professionals here today, first in line, some brilliant individuals that have
worked in medicine for a lot of years, that are confident in the safety of the vaccine. So I think all of
those should be signs for the

public that it’s safe,” Flanagan said.

McVicker, the HonorHealth nurse, was eager to get the vaccine. She wants to be able to see her
grandparents and hopes next year can start to be more normal at work again.

But she also wants to lead by example to show her colleagues and the public that the vaccine is safe and
a positive step forward.

“I think part of being a nurse is being a leader with your community and within your own personal
practice. Sharing my experience with people ... especially nurses on the front line, if anybody’s on the
fence, I hope that they’re able to see the benefits of vaccination and how this can really positively
impact us.”

The Samaddar twins are both in leadership positions at HonorHealth Scottsdale Shea Medical Center
and said they wanted to get the vaccine to protect their families, be able to continue to help others in the
ER and set an example.

“This is the first thing that really has given us hope against COVID-19,” Robin Samaddar said.

“People just need a hope because there hasn’t been any,” he said. “You read the newspapers and people
are dying and you see that the numbers have surpassed what they had been over the summer. This is the
chance.”

He said for months he’s treated COVID- 19 patients in the ER, but much of the treatment has been
supportive care. Doctors can give antibodies, oxygen, steroids or other treatments, but the vaccine is
different because hopefully it can prevent COVID-19, he said.

“We’re still going to see COVID, but hopefully we’ll just see a lot less of it,” he said.

Kris Samaddar said the vaccine finally puts a possible end on the pandemic.

“When we started in February and March, we said it’s going to go until the summer. And then the
summer hit, we surged July 7th. And then we felt good about two months ago, but we knew something

was going to happen, and it’s happening now.”

What vaccination looks like
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Just before Beck received the first shot, music boomed, playing Pitbull and Christina Aguilera’s “Feel
This Moment.” People swayed to the beat and bounced up and down.

Before it got to Beck’s arm, the vaccine was stored in ultra-cold freezers in a tent inside the agricultural
building, which Gov. Doug Ducey had toured the day before. It then moved to a refrigerator to thaw.
Then, workers extracted a dose from each tiny vial, no larger than a thumb. A vial contains five doses,
plus a little bit extra. Saline is added. All parts are checked and double-checked, labels are added,
paperwork is filed.

Once ready, the syringe was set into a small colored bin to be walked over to a vehicle filled with an
eager patient, sleeve rolled up.

Bessel was “very thorough,” Beck said, explaining the vaccine and potential side effects. As she
administered the shot, Bessel announced that Beck was the first person to receive the vaccine at this site.

“Emily, are you ready? One, two, three. And you’re done,” Bessel said to Beck.

The crowd cheered and applauded, smiling behind their face masks and shields and tearing up. Beck got
a blue sticker that said, “I got my COVID-19 vaccine!”

She headed to a recovery area outside to wait the required 15 minutes to ensure there were no immediate
side effects that would call for medical assistance.

“I’m just hopeful that this is the beginning of the end,” Beck said as she waited in the recovery area.

It was time to go home, get to sleep, then wake up again tomorrow to continue treating patients in the
ICU, where she and her colleagues have worked tirelessly for 10 months.

“I think we were all waiting for the vaccine, just kind of chomping at the bit to hear when we were going
to get it and when it was going to be available. So now it’s just a feeling of excitement that it’s finally
here,” she said.

The Samaddar brothers said they are ready for the vaccine to make a widespread impact. For now,
though, it will be another positive memory of twinhood.

“As twins, there’s going to be things that we always remember, like things that happened to us as kids,
things that happened to us in college. I’d probably put this up there as being something that we’ll always
remember,” Kris Samaddar said.
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Second virus vaccine gets panel’s approval
Matthew Perrone and Lauran Neergaard

Arizona Republic

December 18, 2020
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A government advisory panel endorsed a second COVID-19 vaccine Thursday, paving the way for the
shot to be added to the U.S. vaccination campaign.

The Food and Drug Administration is expected to follow the recommendation for the vaccine from
Moderna and the National Institutes of Health. The FDA advisers, in a 20-0 vote, agreed the benefits of
the vaccine outweighed the risks for those 18 years old and up.

The FDA’s green light for emergency use is expected quickly. Moderna would then begin shipping
millions of doses, earmarked for health workers and nursing home residents, to boost the largest
vaccination effort in U.S. history.

The campaign kicked off this week with the first vaccine OK’d in the U.S., developed by Pfizer and
BioNTech. Moderna’s shot showed similarly strong protection, providing 94% protection against
COVID-19 in the company’s ongoing study of 30,000 people.

After seven hours of debate over technical details of the company’s study and follow-up plans, nearly all
panelists backed making the vaccine available to help fight the pandemic. One panel member abstained.

“The evidence that has been studied in great detail on this vaccine highly outweighs any of the issues
we’ve seen,” said Dr. Hayley Gans of Stanford University Medical Center.

A second vaccine is urgently needed as coronavirus infections, hospitalizations and deaths climb to new
highs ahead of the holidays. The U.S. leads the world in virus totals, with more than 1.6 million
confirmed cases.

Moderna’s vaccine uses the same groundbreaking technology as Pfizer-BioNTech’s shot. Most
traditional vaccines use dead or weakened virus, but both of the new vaccines use snippets of COVID-
19’s genetic code to train the immune system to detect and fight the virus. Both require two doses,
several weeks apart.

Thursday’s review came days after reports of apparent allergic reactions to the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine
in two Alaska health workers. One person had a severe reaction, including shortness of breath; the other
had less serious side effects, including lightheadedness.

While the two vaccines use the same technology, they’re not identical, cautioned Moderna chief medical
officer Dr. Tal Zaks. In particular, some of the lipids, or fats, used to coat the two vaccines are different.

“I would not necessarily assume” that any reactions would be the same, he said.

The FDA found no severe allergic reactions in Moderna’s data but flagged a slightly higher rate of less
serious side effects — rash, hives, itching — among participants who got the vaccine, compared with those
receiving a dummy shot.

There were also three cases of Bell’s palsy, which temporarily paralyzes facial muscles, among vaccine
recipients, compared with one among those getting a dummy shot. The FDA review said the role of the
shot in the vaccine group “cannot be ruled

29

out.
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An unanswered question is whether the vaccine also prevents people from symptomless infection — but
Moderna found a hint that it may. Study participants had their noses swabbed prior to the second dose of
either vaccine or placebo. At that one point, swabs from 14 vaccine recipients and 38 placebo recipients
showed evidence of asymptomatic infection, said Moderna’s Dr. Jacqueline Miller.

After the FDA acts, U.S. officials plan to move out an initial shipment of nearly 6 million Moderna
doses. The vaccine needs to be stored at regular freezer temperatures, not the ultra-cold required for
Pfizer-BioNTech’s shot.

Hundreds of millions of additional shots eventually will be needed to vaccinate the public, which isn’t
expected until the spring or summer. The government’s Operation Warp Speed program has orders for
200 million doses of Moderna’s vaccine. That’s on top of 100 million doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine. Officials are negotiating to buy more doses of that vaccine.

Like the first vaccine, Moderna’s vaccine will remain experimental as the company continues a twoyear
study needed to answer key questions, including how long protection lasts.

One of the trickiest issues panelists debated was how to keep study volunteers who received a dummy
shot from dropping out to get the real shot once it’s authorized. Their participation is critical in order to
have a comparison for long-term safety and effectiveness.

Moderna proposed immediately alerting all those volunteers of their status and offering them the
vaccine. The company said more than 25% of its participants are health workers and some are already
leaving to get the first vaccine.

But an invited expert from Stanford University urged Moderna to adopt Pfizer’s approach. Pfizer plans
to vaccinate people in its placebo group based on when they would have normally had access to the
vaccine, as priority groups are established.

But most panelists acknowledged it will be hard to keep volunteers from leaving the Moderna study if
they have to wait to get the vaccine.
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Sinema’s New Year’s wish: A functional U.S. Congress
Ronald J. Hansen

Arizona Republic

December 18, 2020

More than coronavirus, more than the parallel recession, Sen. Kyrsten Sinema sees cooperative,
functional government as the biggest task for Congress in the new year.

Sinema, D-Ariz., spoke at length to The Arizona Republic on Thursday about what could be in the virus
relief bill emerging from negotiations on Capitol Hill, and her continued wish that Gov. Doug Ducey
would help enforce greater compliance with the sciencebased restrictions during the pandemic.
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But, when asked about the biggest challenge facing lawmakers in 2021, Sinema said it was the need to
return to a more civil politics.

“I think the largest issue ... is less of an actual issue and more of a process question: Will the Congress
begin to work again?” she said ahead of the change in administrations from President Donald Trump to

President-elect Joe Biden.

The Democratic majority in the House of Representatives will shrink in January and Republicans could
still lose their majority in the Senate after the runoff elections in Georgia next month.

“We have, unfortunately, been sidelined by intense partisanship — and I do not blame just one party for
this — and a rigidity and a resistance to finding compromise and common ground. I believe there are

members of both political parties to blame for this.”

Trump will leave office as only the third president to be impeached and with a pair of protracted
government shutdowns that reflect the deep partisan divisions in Washington.

Sinema embraced the “happy warrior” label hung on her in the past and said her hopes for a better
atmosphere are also tempered by reality.

“I think this challenge is actually quite difficult and becoming more difficult by the influence of
misinformation and disinformation that occurs in our community,” she said.

“But I also believe that we can overcome it. ... I am optimistic, but I’'m not naive.”

If there is a change in Washington, Sinema said, it only will happen with compromise and sacrifice,
qualities often missing in recent years.

Sinema said the virus relief legislation still being negotiated will help Arizonans on several fronts. The
package is likely to include direct payments to “middle-income and working- class” taxpayers of about
$600 per person.

That would be about half the level of the first payments.

It also could include $300 extra in weekly unemployment aid available for about three months.

“These are not numbers that can be taken to the bank, so to speak,” she said of the deal that was in
progress. “They are still fluid.”

She said she was hopeful the negotiations will include more funds for small businesses, known as the
Paycheck Protection Program.

That could include a provision of hers, along

with Sen. Kevin Cramer, RN. D., to make it easy to forgive loans to businesses that received $150,000
or less from the program.
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“The PPP is a real lifeline for small businesses that got a PPP in the spring, have used that money to
mitigate some of their losses or to stay afloat, and are looking for further relief,” she said.

The virus aid deal likely will include provisions for rental relief, extension of an eviction moratorium for
several months and a pause in student loans as well, she said. The deal could be finalized by Thursday
night, voted on in the House today and in the Senate on Saturday, she said, adding that it remained
uncertain.

Sinema repeated her wish that Ducey would “implement a statewide mask policy that’s backed up by
enforcement.”

Biden has said he plans to seek a federal mask mandate for his first 100 days in office. That only would
begin, however, in January.

“We know that that will raise the level of compliance,” she said. “Studies show that mask-wearing
successfully slows the spread of transmission. And a recent (U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention) study in Arizona showed that cases decreased by 75% when mask wearing was
implemented by local cities and counties after the governor chose not to do so.”

Sinema favors closing some indoor public areas, such as indoor bars and gyms, and limiting the numbers
allowed to gather inside other venues. Sinema called again on Ducey to disperse more federal funds to
Arizona’s smaller localities, as Congress had intended.

“I think this challenge is actually quite difficult and becoming more difficult by the influence of
misinformation and disinformation that occurs in our community.”
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Arizona reports more than 5,800 new COVID-19 cases
Stephanie Innes

Arizona Republic

December 18, 2020

Arizona reported more than 5,800 new COVID-19 cases and 147 new known deaths on Thursday as
hospitalizations for the disease hit the highest level recorded since the pandemic began.

The number of patients hospitalized statewide for known or suspected COVID- 19 cases was at 3,884 on
Wednesday a record high, up by 75 patients from the previous record of 3,809 set on Tuesday. The
highest number of COVID- 19 patients hospitalized in a single day during the summer surge was 3,517
on July 13.

The state data dashboard shows 91% of all ICU beds and 92% of all inpatient beds in Arizona were in
use Wednesday, with 51% of ICU beds and 45% of non-ICU beds occupied by COVID-19 patients.

Thursday’s 5,817 new cases brought the total number of identified COVID-19 cases in the state to
435,036. As of Thursday, 7,677 Arizonans are known to have died from the disease, according to the
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data dashboard from the Arizona Department of Health Services. One hundred and forty-seven known
deaths were reported Thursday.

The number of patients with suspected or known COVID-19 in intensive care units across Arizona was
at 899 on Wednesday the most ICU beds in use in a single day since July 16. The level is below what it
was in mid-July, when ICU beds in use for COVID-19 reached 970.

The number of Arizonans with confirmed and suspected COVID-19 on ventilators was at 618 on
Wednesday, the most ventilators in use in a single day since July 19. In mid-July, as many as 687
patients across the state with confirmed or suspected COVID-19 were on ventilators.

Thursday’s numbers
Reported cases in Arizona: 435,036.

Cases increased by 5,817, or 1.35%, from Wednesday’s 429,219 identified cases since the outbreak
began. These daily cases are grouped by the date they are reported to the Arizona Department of Health
Services, not by the date the tests were administered.

Cases by county: 269,744 in Maricopa, 55,801 in Pima, 23,550 in Yuma, 22,926 in Pinal, 10,030 in
Navajo, 9,595 in Coconino, 9,253 in Mohave, 8,696 in Yavapai, 6,673 in Apache, 5,622 in Cochise,
5,158 in Santa Cruz, 3,826 in Gila, 2,706 in Graham, 1,114 in La Paz and 342 in Greenlee, according to
state numbers.

The Navajo Nation reported 20,095 cases and 731 confirmed deaths as of Wednesday. The Navajo
Nation includes parts of Arizona, New Mexico and Utah. Tribal leaders have extended a stay-at-home
lockdown and reinstated weekend curfews due to what officials have called the “uncontrolled spread” of
COVID-19 in the tribe’s communities.

The Arizona Department of Corrections reported 5,490 inmates had tested positive for COVID-19 as of
Wednesday, including 1,314 in Tucson, 963 in Eyman, 844 in Yuma and 815 in Douglas; 42,422
inmates statewide have been tested. A total of 1,517 prison staff members have self-reported testing
positive, the department said. Twenty-six incarcerated people in Arizona have been confirmed to have
died of COVID-19, with seven additional deaths under investigation.

Reported deaths

Deaths by county: 4,542 in Maricopa, 853 in Pima, 448 in Yuma, 317 in Pinal, 295 in Navajo, 291 in
Mohave, 213 in Apache, 194 in Coconino, 154 in Yavapai, 115 in Gila, 101 in Cochise, 85 in Santa
Cruz, 41 in Graham, 25 in La Paz and three in Greenlee.

The global death toll as of Thursday morning was 1,652,906 and the U.S. had the highest death count of
any country in the world, at 307,770, according to Johns Hopkins University. Arizona’s death total of
7,677 deaths represents 2.49% of COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. as of Wednesday.
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Final stretch is in sight for relief deal
Andrew Taylor

Arizona Republic

December 18, 2020

Congressional negotiators on the long-delayed $900 billion COVID-19 economic relief package worked
through a handful of remaining holdups Thursday as they labored to seal a final agreement to provide
more help to businesses and the unemployed and new stimulus payments to most Americans.

Top congressional leaders also finally acknowledged they will have to pass a temporary
governmentwide funding bill to avoid a partial shutdown Friday at midnight, though House leaders
haven’t scheduled a vote yet.

The central elements of the hardfought aid compromise appeared in place: more than $300 billion in aid
to businesses; a $300-per-week bonus federal jobless benefit and renewal of soon-to-expire state
benefits; $600 direct payments to individuals; vaccine distribution funds and money for renters, schools,
the U.S. Postal Service and people needing food aid.

But hang-ups involving Federal Reserve powers, state and local government matching requirements for
disaster grants, and myriad smaller disagreements over non-pandemic add-ons have slowed progress,
aides involved in the negotiations said.

A top negotiator warned that the current set of problems could knock the talks off track.

“Do we want to lapse into politics as usual and let negotiations lose steam? Do we want to haggle and
spar like this was an ordinary political exercise?” asked Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-
Ky. “Or, on the other hand, after months of inaction, do we want to move swiftly and with unusual
bipartisanship to close out our issues, seal the deal and write text that can quickly pass into law?”

McConnell’s warning came as negotiators sought to fine-tune compromises to complete the second
major relief package of the pandemic. It’s the first significant legislative response to the pandemic since
the landmark CARES Act in March, which delivered $1.8 trillion in aid and more generous jobless
benefits and direct payments to individuals. Since then, Democrats have repeatedly called for further
major steps to provide relief and battle the pandemic, while Republicans have sought to more fully
reopen the economy and to avoid further padding the government’s $27 trillion debt.

President-elect Joe Biden is eager for an aid package to prop up the economy and deliver direct aid to
the jobless and hungry, even though the package falls short of what Democrats want. He called the
emerging version “an important down payment” and promised more help next year.

“We made some progress this morning,” said House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., as she entered the
Capitol on Thursday.

The details were still being worked out, but more than $300 billion in subsidies for business, including a
second round of “paycheck protection” payments to especially hard-hit businesses, is locked in, as is
$25 billion to help struggling renters with their payments, a temporary 15% or so increase in food stamp
benefits, additional farm subsidies and a $10 billion bailout for the Postal Service.
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Subpoena voting machines? Note irony

Arizona Republic
December 18, 2020

The state Senate on Tuesday slapped not one but two subpoenas on Maricopa County, demanding that
county elections officials turn over the 2.1 million ballots cast in last month's election along with all
Dominion Voting Systems machinery and software.

No word on whether the Senate has the authority to order the county to turn over equipment for an audit
or who will pick up the tab.

The subpoenas came just a day after state and county officials spent six hours explaining to legislators
why the various conspiracy theories about how Arizona’s election was stolen are a load of horsepucky.

So naturally, at the conclusion of Monday’s marathon meeting, Senate Judiciary Chairman Eddie
Farnsworth announced he would issue subpoenas to audit the tabulation machines used in Maricopa
County.

“There is evidence of tampering,” the Gilbert Republican flatly stated. “There is evidence of fraud.”

There is also evidence that some Republicans are now completely and utterly untethered to reality.

It remains to be seen whether one state legislator has the power to order an audit of what people had for
lunch, much less an examination of all 359 voting machines used by another branch of government.

According to state law, the chamber's presiding officer or a legislative committee chair can subpoena
witnesses to appear before his or her committee. It says nothing about subpoenas that force other
branches of government to conduct audits.

But on Tuesday, Senate President Karen Fann announced that Farnsworth sent the county two
subpoenas with her blessing: one calling for a “scanned ballot audit” to collect electronic images of all
mail-in ballots and another calling for “a full forensic audit” of tabulation machines along with the
software, election management system used in the election and all administrative passwords and security
fobs.

She wants it all by 5 p.m. on Friday.

The irony of what Republicans are seeking, however, is worth noting.

Maricopa County officials were actually planning an audit of the county's Dominion Voting Systems
machinery earlier this month, along with a hand count of all votes, to try to satisfy the concerns of
Republicans who continue to believe that skullduggery was afoot.

But Clint Hickman, chairman of the Board of Supervisors, said he had to put it on hold because state

GOP Chairwoman Kelli Ward keeps dragging the county into court, crying fraud. The machines and
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ballots would be considered evidence, and no lawyer worth his salt is going to allow them to be audited
while the lawsuits continue.

But I digress. Monday’s Senate Judiciary Committee hearing was ... well, it was educational if you
actually listened to the various public officials who took great pains to answer Republican legislators’
questions.

Arizona Mirror’s Jim Small and Laura Gomez did a solid rundown of the hearing, in which the Senate
panel heard from Supervisor Hickman as well as the county’s election director, a deputy county attorney
who handled elections issues and two people from the Attorney General’s Election Integrity Unit.

All five testified that there was no evidence of fraud, manipulation, tampering or any hint of the various
nefarious plots dreamed up by Republicans to explain Trump’s loss.

“I want voters to be 100% confident, to be as confident as I am in this process,” said Scott Jarrett, who
was appointed by the GOP-dominated Board of Supervisors to oversee the county’s election.

He and the other four witnesses addressed a variety of conspiracies floating about. Among them: Were
Republican election observers shut out?

Actually, there were more observers from both parties in this election than ever before, according to
Jarrett, and they witnessed every part of the election process. They were there when early ballots were
collected from drop boxes, to verify that the seals placed on the boxes to prevent tampering were intact.
And though public health protocols required them to maintain a six-foot distance, they were there for the
verification of signatures and the counting of early ballots.

What about those late “spikes” of votes for Biden you hear about on social media? Didn’t happen in
Arizona, Jarrett said. In fact, it was Trump, not Biden, who surged among the ballots counted late in the

process.

What about rigged voting machinery? Jarret said Dominion's tabulation machines passed every preand
post-election test in all three elections in 2020 (the presidential preference, the primary and the general).

He ran down the county safeguards that would prevent Dominion employees from altering the election
results or secretly programming the machines to flip Trump votes to Biden.

For one thing, the machines aren’t connected to the internet.

In order to operate, each machine must have two identical memory cards that were programmed at the
same time or it won’t read votes. And seals are placed over the memory-card

slots so that if someone tampers with them, it’1l be detected.

The machines also are under video surveillance 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The camera feed is
even streamed online.

To access a machine, you would need a security fob, an administration password and a unique PIN.
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“There 1s,” Jarrett said, “no possible way for the program to be changed during the course of the
election.”

Ah, but did anyone double-check the results to make sure votes weren’t flipped? If the machines were
rigged, Jarrett said that would have turned up in the hand-count audit and accuracy testing conducted
after the election.

The batches of votes to be sampled, a set number required by law, were chosen by officials from both
political parties.

Every one of those audits and accuracy tests in all three 2020 elections — including 47,000 votes audited
after the general election — showed a 100% match between the votes counted by hand and the votes

counted by the machines.

What about all those people who voted illegally? Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani suggested that several
hundred thousand immigrants who are in this country illegally voted in Arizona.

Assistant Attorney General Jennifer Wright said the Election Integrity Unit culled through thousands of
vague election complaints about the election, filed via an online form, to come up with something it
could actually investigate. The unit is now looking into claims that 38 people voted illegally in Arizona.

Trump lost the state by more than 10,000 votes.

Or not, according to the true believers who were moved not one iota of an inch after hearing six hours of
assurances that Arizona's election was freely and fairly held.

“Nothing's 100% secure. If people want to cheat they're going to cheat,” observed Sen. Sonny Borrelli.

And if people are going to believe the election was stolen after eight unsuccessful lawsuits, I'm guessing
that not even a clean audit will change that. Next, they'll want something else.

But hey, audit away. I'm all for it as long as Republicans agree to abide by the results of the audit (and
the party can pay for it, too).

Farnsworth says his legislative subpoenas will help restore confidence that Arizona elections was free of
“tampering, manipulation and fraud.”

Maybe his subpoenas also will restore sanity after six weeks of absolute chaos and an absence of any
evidence that the fix was in.

But I wouldn’t count on it.
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Valley fire leaders receive coronavirus vaccine, hope others will follow
By Ali Vetnar

KTAR News

December 18, 2020

Three leaders from the fire service in Arizona rolled up their sleeves Thursday morning for their first
doses of the Pfizer coronavirus vaccine.

Scottsdale Fire Chief Tom Shannon drove the group through the point of distribution vaccination site in
north Phoenix. In collaboration with Mayo Clinic, HonorHealth expects to vaccinate 1,000 people a day
at the site going forward.

“I shouldn’t be first in line, but I really felt it was important to show my troops — hey let’s go do this and
be on the front side of this thing and protect the public,” Shannon said after he received his vaccine.

The Scottsdale Fire Department has been hit hard by the coronavirus pandemic. The department has had
70 firefighters have tested positive for COVID-19.

Four members have fallen critically ill with the virus, including one who may have their career ended
due to lasting side effects.

Phoenix Fire Captain Bryan Willingham, who serves as the Vice President for the United Phoenix
Firefighters Local 393 union, was also part of the group to receive the vaccine. He contracted the virus
just weeks ago. Even though he has since recovered, he has been eager to get the vaccine for many
reasons.

“It’s my responsibility as a father, to protect my crew — it’s my responsibility as a captain, to protect our
firefighters and the community because it’s my responsibility as a union leader,” Willingham said.

Willingham said he’s worried about bringing the virus home because he’s married to a cancer survivor
and has five children — one of which he described as immunocompromised. With the vaccine, he feels
more confident working on the front lines.

Willingham noted some firefighters who are part of the United Phoenix Firefighters Association are
wary to get the vaccine.

“There are some that are hesitant about it, that’s another major reason I wanted to come down and
demonstrate to our firefighter brother and sisters on the job that this is safe,” he said. “I don’t blame
some people for not trusting it, but you can also get the answers to your questions if you do your
research.”
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United Scottsdale Firefighters Association President Sasha Weller also received his first dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine Thursday morning.

He wanted to set an example alongside his fire chief for other members to follow in their footsteps.

“Our members are out there on the front lines every single day; they’re dealing with the sickest people
that are out there in the community and we want them to be protected,” Weller said.

The three men had no side effects following their first doses.
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Arizona reports 7,635 new coronavirus cases, 142 more deaths
KTAR News
December 18, 2020

Mesa Fire Department Capt. Jeff Stieber receives the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for COVID-19 at the
Arizona Department of Health Services State Laboratory from nurse Machrina Leach, Wednesday, Dec.
16, 2020, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)

This is a regularly updated story with the latest information about the coronavirus and its impact in
Arizona and beyond for Dec. 18, 2020.

Arizona health officials on Friday reported 7,635 new coronavirus cases and 142 additional deaths,
while the state’s hospitals continued to fill up.

It was the third consecutive day with at least 100 deaths reported. Until Thursday, there’d never been
back-to-back days in triple digits.

The state’s documented totals increased to 442,671 COVID-19 infections and 7,819 fatalities, according
to the Arizona Department of Health Services.

While the vaccine rollout was starting this week, multiple COVID-19 metrics in Arizona were at or
approaching the highest levels of the pandemic.

The number of Arizona’s confirmed or suspected COVID-19 hospital inpatients was up to 3,931 on
Thursday, the seventh consecutive record-setting day.

The number of Arizona’s confirmed or suspected COVID-19 patients in ICU beds was 915, the most
since July 16 and closing in on the July 13 record of 970.

Ducey pleads with Arizonans to get coronavirus vaccine when available
Statewide, suspected or confirmed COVID-19 patients took up a record-high 46% of all inpatient beds
as well as 52% of all ICU beds.
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Overall, inpatient beds were 93% filled, tying the previous day’s record, and ICU beds were also 93%
filled, a new record high. The number of remaining inpatient beds (618) and ICU beds (128) were both
at record low points for the pandemic.

Arizona’s weekly percent positivity for COVID-19 diagnostic testing, an indicator of how much the
virus is spreading in the community, is showing signs of leveling off.

Through 63,019 tests this week, the positivity rate was 17%. The rate, which was 18% the previous two
weeks, peaked at 21% at the end of June.

Official positivity rates are based on when the samples are taken, not when they are reported, so the
percentage for recent weeks can fluctuate as labs get caught up on testing and the results are documented
by the state.

The rolling seven-day average for the health department’s newly reported cases was 6,786.71 for
Thursday, according to tracking by The Associated Press, the second-highest ever.

The seven-day average of newly reported deaths has surged this month. It was at 74.71 for Thursday,
tripling since Dec. 1 to the highest level since Aug. 2. The weekly death average peaked July 30 at 94.

The Arizona health department’s daily reports present case, death and testing data after the state receives
statistics and confirms them, which can lag by several days or more. They don’t represent the actual
activity over the past 24 hours.

The hospitalization data posted each morning is reported electronically the previous evening by 100
hospitals across the state, as required under executive order.

COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel coronavirus, has no impact on some people and is seriously
debilitating or fatal for others. Infected people without symptoms — which include but are not limited to
cough, fever and difficulty breathing — are capable of spreading the virus.
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Health expert says more approvals will speed up Arizona virus immunizations
By Kaci Demarest

KTAR News

December 18, 2020

Nurse Machrina Leach preps the first dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for COVID-19 at the
Arizona Department of Health Services State Laboratory, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2020, in Phoenix. The
Pfizer vaccine was almost 95 percent effective at preventing patients from contracting COVID-19 and
caused no major side effects in a trial of nearly 44,000 people. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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PHOENIX — A prominent Arizona health official said as more coronavirus vaccines start to gain
approval from the Food and Drug Administration, it will be easier to ramp up vaccinations across the
state.

Arizona Public Health Association Executive Director Will Humble told KTAR News 92.3 FM’s
Gaydos & Chad on Thursday that the more people who receive the coronavirus vaccine, the faster the
community will be able to achieve herd immunity against the virus.

“You have to add on all those people that have been infected and recovered because they’re vaccinated
too, they’re vaccinated by the real virus and recovered,” Humble said.

“If you had 60% of the public vaccinated and another 15% probably 20% [infected] in Arizona given the
way we’re going, then you’re up to 80% and that’s probably herd immunity for this virus.”

Health officials have urged people to get the coronavirus vaccine as soon as it becomes available to
them; however, mass vaccination for the general population isn’t expected until the spring.

The first Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus vaccines were distributed in Arizona this week and larger-scale
operations are starting to ramp up to vaccinate health care workers and residents in long-term care
facilities.

“This is emergency, it’s not full approval,” Humble said. “The difference is for the full approval of the
vaccine, they’ll have to follow the people in the clinical trials for a couple more months, but I support
going with emergency use authorization because we’re in such a pickle.”

Humble, who was formerly the director of the Arizona Department of Health Services, noted that as
additional vaccines gain emergency approval it will ease the strain of attempting to accomplish the
largest vaccination effort in U.S. history.

An FDA panel endorsed a second COVID-19 vaccine, Moderna, on Thursday, paving the way for the
shot to be added to the U.S. vaccination campaign. The agency is expected to issue emergency
authorization shortly for the vaccine.

Johnson & Johnson and Oxford-Astrazeneca’s coronavirus vaccines are expected to be the next
coronavirus vaccines in line to ask for emergency use authorization from the federal agency. Those
hearings could come after the first of the year.

Humble noted that vaccines from Moderna and Astrazeneca that don’t have to be kept as cold as the
Pfizer vaccine could open the door to more easily vaccinating those in more rural parts of the state.

He said Astrazeneca could be a “game changer” for the U.S. because the company has a large contract
with the federal government and is able to mass produce its vaccine.

Additionally, it only has to be refrigerated, which would pave the way to vaccinating people in clinical
settings like doctor’s offices and community health centers.
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The distribution of the coronavirus vaccine this week has provided a light at the end of the tunnel as
infections continue to surge in Arizona and across the country.

On Thursday, state health officials reported 5,817 new coronavirus cases and 147 additional deaths,
bringing the documented totals to 435,036 COVID-19 infections and 7,677 fatalities.
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Some states say Pfizer vaccine allotments cut for next week
KTAR News
December 18, 2020

Several states say they have been told to expect far fewer doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19
vaccine in its second week of distribution, prompting worries about potential delays in shots for health
care workers and long-term care residents.

But senior Trump administration officials on Thursday downplayed the risk of delays, citing a confusion
over semantics, while Pfizer said its production levels have not changed.

The first U.S. doses were administered Monday, and already this week, hundreds of thousands of
people, mostly health care workers, have been vaccinated. The pace is expected to increase next week,
assuming Moderna gets federal authorization for its vaccine.

Efforts to help ward off the coronavirus come amid a staggering death toll that surpassed 300,000 on
Monday. Johns Hopkins University says about 2,400 people are dying daily in the U.S., which is
averaging more than 210,000 cases per day.

In recent days, governors and health leaders in more than a dozen states have said the federal
government has told them that next week’s shipment of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine will be less than
originally projected.

Little explanation was offered, leaving many state officials perplexed.

“This is disruptive and frustrating,” Washington Gov. Jay Inslee, a Democrat, wrote on Twitter
Thursday after learning from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that the state’s allocation
would be cut by 40%. “We need accurate, predictable numbers to plan and ensure on-the-ground
success.”

California, where an explosion in cases is straining intensive care units to the breaking point, will
receive 160,000 fewer vaccine doses than state officials had anticipated next week — a roughly 40%
reduction.
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California hospitals began vaccinations this week from the first Pfizer shipment of 327,000 doses and
had expected even more to arrive next week. Instead, officials have been told to expect about 233,000
doses, said Erin Mellon, a spokeswoman for Gov. Gavin Newsom.

Missouri’s health director, Dr. Randall Williams, said his state will get 25% to 30% less of the vaccine
next week than anticipated. A statement from the lowa Department of Public Health said its allocation
will be “reduced by as much as 30%, however we are working to gain confirmation and additional
details from our federal partners.”

Michigan’s shipment will drop by about a quarter. Connecticut, Georgia, Illinois, Kansas, Montana,
Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire and Indiana also have been told to expect smaller shipments.

“States need clear and precise updates and information from the federal government as we continue the
large and complex process of distributing this critical COVID-19 vaccine across the nation and here in
Nevada,” the state’s Democratic Gov. Steve Sisolak, said in a statement after his state’s second
allocation was cut 42% to 17,550 doses. “To slash allocations for states — without any explanation
whatsoever — is disruptive and baffling.”

Hawaii’s health department said as much as 40% of its doses will be delayed, but it still expects to
receive nearly 46,000 doses by the end of the month.

Gov. Brian Kemp on Thursday said Georgia is in line to receive 60,000 doses next week after initially
expecting 99,000. Still, the Republican governor has had little but praise for the vaccination effort and
did not strongly object to the decreased amount.

“I wish it were a lot more, but it could be zero right now if you look at the past history of vaccines,”
Kemp said.

In Washington, D.C., two senior Trump administration officials who spoke on condition of anonymity to
discuss internal planning said states will receive their full allocations, but misunderstandings about
vaccine supply and changes to the delivery schedule may be creating confusion.

One official said the initial numbers of available doses that were provided to states were projections
based on information from the manufacturers, not fixed allocations. Some state officials may have
misunderstood that, the official said.

The two officials also said that changes the federal government made to the delivery schedule, at the
request of governors, may be contributing to a mistaken impression that fewer doses are coming. The
key change involves spacing out delivery of states’ weekly allocations over several days to make
distribution more manageable.

“They will get their weekly allocation, it just won’t come to them on one day,” one official said.

Pfizer made it clear that as far as production goes, nothing has changed.
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“Pfizer has not had any production issues with our COVID-19 vaccine, and no shipments containing the
vaccine are on hold or delayed,” spokesman Eamonn Nolan said in an email. “We are continuing to
dispatch our orders to the locations specified by the U.S. government.”

The company said in a written statement that this week it “successfully shipped all 2.9 million doses that
we were asked to ship by the U.S. Government to the locations specified by them. We have millions
more doses sitting in our warehouse but, as of now, we have not received any shipment instructions for
additional doses.”

The senior administration officials said Pfizer’s statement about doses awaiting shipping instructions,
while technically accurate, conveniently omits the explanation: It was planned that way.

The federal officials said Pfizer committed to provide 6.4 million doses of its vaccine in the first week
after approval. But the federal Operation Warp Speed had already planned to distribute only 2.9 million
of those doses right away. Another 2.9 million were to be held at Pfizer’s warehouse to guarantee that
individuals vaccinated the first week would be able to get their second shot later to make protection fully
effective. Finally, the government is holding an additional 500,000 doses as a reserve against unforeseen
problems.

Pfizer said it remains confident it can deliver up to 50 million doses globally this year and up to 1.3
billion doses in 2021.
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Pence, wife Karen, surgeon general get COVID-19 vaccines
KTAR News
December 18, 2020

Vice President Mike Pence became the highest ranking U.S. official to receive the first dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine on Friday in a live-television event aimed at reassuring Americans the shot is safe.
He celebrated the milestone as “a medical miracle” that could eventually contain the raging pandemic.

Conspicuously missing from the victory lap: President Donald Trump, who has remained largely out of
sight five days into the largest vaccination campaign in the nation’s history.

Pence, meanwhile, has taken an increasingly visible role in highlighting the safety and efficacy of the
shots, including touring a vaccine production facility this week. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell both said Thursday that they will get vaccinated in the next few days.
President-elect Joe Biden expects to receive his shot as soon as next week.

“I didn’t feel a thing. Well done,” Pence told the technicians from Walter Reed National Military
Medical Center who administered his Pfizer-BioNTech shot early Friday morning. Pence didn’t flinch
during the quick prick, nor did his wife, Karen, or Surgeon General Jerome Adams, who also received
shots during the televised White House event in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building.
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“Hope is on the way,” Pence later said. “The American people can be confident: We have one and
perhaps within hours two safe vaccines,” he added, referring to the FDA’s expected authorization of a
second vaccine by Moderna.

He did not respond to shouted questions about why the president wasn’t headlining a similar event.

Adams, who is Black, emphasized the “the importance of representation” in outreach to at-risk
communities and encouraged Americans to avoid disinformation around the vaccines.

Five days into the largest vaccination campaign in the nation’s history, Trump has been largely absent
from the effort to sell the American public on what aides hope will be a key part of his legacy. He has
held no public events to trumpet the rollout. He hasn’t been inoculated himself. And he has tweeted
fewer than a handful of times about the shot.

Trump’s relative silence comes as he continues to stew about his defeat in the Nov. 3 election and
embraces increasingly extreme efforts to overturn the people’s will. He’s pushed aside the plans of aides
who wanted him to be the public face of the vaccination campaign, eschewing visits to labs and
production facilities to thank workers, or hosting efforts to build public confidence in the shot, according
to people familiar with the conversations.

The sheepish approach has been surprising, especially for a president rarely shy to take credit, said
Lawrence Gostin, a professor at Georgetown Law who focuses on public health.

“The president’s relatively low profile on the COVID response since the election is curious and counter
to Mr. Trump’s own interests,” he said. Gostin, who has criticized Trump’s handling of the pandemic in
the past, said that he “deserves a great deal of credit” for Operation Warp Speed and placing a bet on
two vaccines that use groundbreaking mRNA technology.

“Having exhibited leadership in the vaccines’ development, he should take great pride in publicly
demonstrating his trust in COVID vaccines,” he said.

Trump did appear at a White House “summit” ahead of the Food and Drug Administration’s approval of
the Pfizer vaccine last week. That event included an introductory video highlighting the past comments
of those — including top government infectious-disease expert Dr. Anthony Fauci — who doubted a
shot would be ready this year.

Trump “will continue to update the country through a variety of means while giving medical
professionals and hardworking staff at OWS the space to do their jobs and save lives,” said White House
deputy press secretary Brian Morgenstern.

But many Trump aides are puzzled by his low profile now that the vaccine is actually being injected.
They see it as a missed opportunity for the president, who leaves office at noon on Jan. 20, to claim
credit for helping oversee the speedy development and deployment of the vaccine that is expected to
finally contain the virus that has killed more than 310,000 Americans.

Trump himself has tried to minimize any credit that might go to his successor, Biden, who will preside
over the bulk of the nationwide injection campaign next year.
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“Don’t let Joe Biden take credit for the vaccines,” Trump has told reporters. “Don’t let him take credit
for the vaccines because the vaccines were me, and I pushed people harder than they’ve ever been
pushed before.”

Despite Trump’s claims, FDA scientists were the ones who came up with the idea for Operation Warp
Speed, the White House-backed effort through which millions of doses of coronavirus vaccines and
treatments are being manufactured even as they are still being evaluated. And much of the groundwork
for the shots was laid over the past decade, including through research on messenger RNA, or mRNA,
used in the vaccines developed by both Pfizer and Moderna. Pfizer developed its vaccine outside
Operation Warp Speed but is partnering with the federal government on manufacturing and distribution.

Trump’s low-key approach could have an impact on public health. Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top
infectious disease expert, told NBC News this week that 75% to 85% of the nation needs to be
vaccinated to achieve “herd immunity,” making the public education campaign about the vaccine’s
safety all the more pressing.

A survey from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research found that only about
half of Americans want to get the vaccine as soon as possible. Another quarter of the public isn’t sure,
while the remaining quarter say they aren’t interested. Some simply oppose vaccines in general. Others
are concerned that the injections have been rushed and want to see how the rollout goes.

Trump, who was hospitalized with COVID-19 in October, has yet to indicate when or if he will receive
the shot.

According to guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, there is not yet enough
information to determine whether those who have had COVID-19, like Trump, should get the vaccine.
Still, Fauci recommended that Trump take it publicly without delay.

“Even though the president himself was infected, and he has, likely, antibodies that likely would be
protective, we’re not sure how long that protection lasts. So, to be doubly sure, I would recommend that
he get vaccinated as well as the vice president,” Fauci told ABC News.

White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany told reporters this week that Trump, who has
previously spread misinformation about other vaccines “wants to send a parallel message which is, you
know, our long-term care facility residents and our front-line workers are paramount in importance,” she
said.

Gostin disagreed. “It will be enormously damaging to public trust in the vaccine if President Trump isn’t
visibly enthusiastic, including getting his shot on national television,” he argued. “It simply isn’t good
enough to have Vice President Pence as a proxy.”
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Arizona state trooper shot at during traffic stop in Phoenix
KTAR News
December 18, 2020

An Arizona Department of Public Safety trooper was shot at by a bystander during a traffic stop in
Phoenix early Friday morning, authorities said.

The incident occurred around 12:30 a.m. near 27th Avenue and McDowell Road, according to the
Phoenix Police Department.

Related Links

Police searching for suspect in connection to deadly Arizona bar fight

DPS educating Arizona drivers about upcoming texting and driving ban

The trooper was conducting a traffic stop when a man standing across the street shot at him, police said.
The trooper and the driver in the traffic stop did not suffer any injuries during the incident.

A 33-year-old man was arrested in connection with the shooting, authorities said.

An investigation into the incident is ongoing.
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Coconino County Year in Review: COVID-19 response and countywide changes
Kaitlin Olson

Arizona Daily Sun

December 18, 2020

Coconino County has been a leader in local COVID-19 response from the beginning, with its health
department collecting specimen samples for COVID-19 testing, conducting contact tracing, and
reporting numbers from throughout the county in a daily data dashboard as county leaders strive to
continue the organization’s normal operations and services. Here are some of the top county stories of
2020:

COVID-19 early response

The Coconino Country Board of Supervisors declared a State of Emergency due to the outbreak of
COVID-19 on March 18 -- the same day the first local presumptive positive case was recorded -- to
allow the county to provide and request emergency resources. Coconino County Health and Human
Services (CCHHS) had created a COVID-19 Incident Command Team to prepare for the pandemic in
January and in March established an Emergency Operations Center.

Coconino County became the first state agency to set up COVID-19 drive-up specimen collection sites,
which began operating March 16 to allow allowing individuals with doctors’ orders to be tested for the
disease using nasal swabs. For a short time, two specimen sites were available, at both Fort Tuthill and
Coconino Community College’s Fourth Street campus, but the CCC site was phased out and Fort Tuthill
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eventually opened to everyone interested in testing, which was later expanded to use saliva samples
through a partnership with Arizona State University and the Arizona Department of Health Services.

Coconino County declares state of emergency for COVID-19
In a special session Wednesday morning, the Coconino County Board of Supervisors declared a ...

Hotel Aspen

Among its COVID-19 response efforts, one of Coconino County’s most costly initiatives was to support
individuals experiencing homelessness through a partnership with Hotel Aspen to provide shelter for
low-risk COVID-19 patients to allow them to social distance and free up beds in the hospital.

Between March 19 and Sept. 4, the county spent a total of $1.7 million on Hotel Aspen, a cost not
reimbursed by the state, leading the county to end the partnership this fall and instead work to support
Flagstaft Shelter Services’ own efforts to provide hotel rooms at another location for its clients who
tested positive.

County closes Hotel Aspen to partner with Flagstaff Shelter Services
Marva Tsosie can see the world bustling from her window. But for now, her only goal is to quarantine
until she recovers from the fever, drowsiness and indigestion after testing positive for COVID-19.

New Leaders

In the November general election, Patrice Horstman, Matt Ryan and Judy Begay were selected to fill the
three contested seats for four-year terms on the Coconino County Board of Supervisors, joining
incumbents Liz Archuleta and Lena Fowler, who ran unopposed for their districts.

Ryan will begin his seventh term on the board in January, while Horstman will replace District 1°s Art
Babbott, who has served two terms on the board, while Begay will replace Jim Parks of District 4, who
served one term.

Joanne Keene, previously Northern Arizona University’s executive vice president and chief of staff, was
named deputy county manager in February to fill the position vacated by Mike Townsend. As one of
three deputy county managers, she works with the Information Technology, Human Resources and
Facilities Management departments.

To fill Townsend’s other role as county director of finance/chief financial officer, the board appointed
Siri Mullanney, a certified public accountant, in June. Both Keene and Mullanney previously worked for
the county.

Democrats Horstman, Ryan, Begay take Coconino County Supervisor seats
Democrats Patrice Horstman, Matt Ryan and Judy Begay will fill the three contested seats for. ..

Joanne Keene named Deputy County Manager
Coconino County has appointed Joanne Keene as its new deputy manager to fill the position va...

Staff departures
In addition to Supervisors Babbott and Parks, other leaders announced they would be leaving this year.
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Deputy County Manager Marie Peoples announced in November she would be exiting her position in
early 2021 to accept the role as city manager for Webster Groves, Missouri. She has been with the
county for seven years, serving as chief health officer until she was appointed deputy county manager in
2018.

In early April, CCHHS Director Thomas Pristow resigned from the county after just seven months in the
role, leaving Deputy Director Michael Oxtoby to fill the position in the interim. Director of Special
Initiatives Kim Musselman also assumed Pristow’s role as deputy incident commander for the county’s
COVID response.

County Manager James Jayne announced his July 2021 retirement in December, launching a search
process for his replacement who he will advise until he retires. Jayne joined the county in August 2017
and was appointed county manager about a year later. He previously served as Navajo County manager.
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Coconino County Manager James Jayne to retire in July 2021
Arizona Daily Sun
December 18, 2020

Coconino County Manager James Jayne will be retiring from county service effective July 2, 2021 after
decades of public service.

Jayne previously served as Navajo County Manager.

“I understand this may be a surprise to many - my season is changing, and I am excited to spend more
time with my family, including my two granddaughters,” Jayne said in a press release. “I am proud of
my 30 years of public service at the federal, state and local government level that has afforded me a
richness of community and a depth of service for which I will always be grateful. Coconino County has
been a pinnacle of my career and is a special place for me.”

The Board of Supervisors will now develop a search process and recruitment for the next County
Manager. After a new manager is selected, Jayne will continue serving in an advisory capacity,
supporting the board and new manager until his retirement.

“County Manager Jayne has had an exemplary career and is the embodiment of a true public servant,”
said Coconino County Board Chairwoman, Liz Archuleta. “He has a deep caring for our team members
and residents. Coconino County has benefited greatly from his wisdom, expertise and stewardship.
During his time, he has led our County through some significant challenges — the Tinder and Museum
Fires as well as the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic response. We are grateful for the leadership of
Manager Jayne. His accomplishments and commitment to public service has made an enduring
impression on Coconino County.”

The County will announce its search process for the County Manager when finalized by the Board of
Supervisors.
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Power plant stacks that loomed over Arizona come down
By Felicia Fonseca

Arizona Daily Sun

December 18, 2020

Three towering concrete stacks that were the most visual reminders of a coal-fired power plant that
operated for decades along the Arizona-Utah state line came down Friday.

The 775-foot (236-meter) structures loomed over the Navajo Generating Station, a 2,250 megawatt plant
that closed last year as natural gas became a cheaper alternative for electricity. Their flashing lights
became a beacon in the community and a sign to travelers in a remote area that they were approaching
Page.

“I have mixed emotions because I've spent most of my life as a constructor, and now I'm wearing a
different hat in the demolition mode,” said Gary Barras, a project management director for the Salt River
Project, the Arizona utility that operated the plant. “I know personally how hard it was to design and
build those stacks.”

A series of booms echoed through the region that includes iconic tourist destinations such as Lake
Powell, slot canyons and Horseshoe Bend as the stacks fell one by one. Clouds of dust covered what's
left of the power plant, sitting low on the landscape before drifting away.

Thousands of people lined roadways and gathered in parking lots to watch it happen.

Environmentalists and some members of the Navajo and Hopi tribes fought years to shut down the plant
that was among the largest in the West in favor of a switch to renewable energy.

“We are witnessing an artifact of a time when a coal-fired power plant was preferable to damming the
Grand Canyon,” said Roger Clark of the Grand Canyon Trust. “We’ve since learned that cooking the
planet to keep Phoenicians cool is a bad idea.”

The power plant was built to power the Southwest and a canal system that delivers Colorado River water
to Arizona’s major metropolitan areas. It shut down in November 2019.

The stacks came down in a way that's similar to cutting down a tree. Crews sawed the back side of the
stacks so they would fall to the northeast largely on to concrete pads where water treatment, ash
handling and brine concentrator systems once stood.

Crews also gutted transformers, wiring and elevators from the first 30 feet (9 meters) of the stacks to
prepare. Small blocks of concrete were cut and knocked out of the structures to weaken them. Windows
and vents were removed and reinforced to keep the stacks from twisting, said Nathan Betts, construction
manager for Tetra Tech, the company overseeing contractors on site.
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To prevent the stacks from falling earlier, crews didn't release the last bit of tension until Friday morning
before detonating about 1,530 pounds (694 kilograms) of dynamite.

The stacks fell sequentially within seconds of one another. Crews will come in after the dust settles to
separate rebar from concrete and recycle what they can.

No one was allowed within a 2,000-foot (609-meter) radius of the stacks for safety reasons. The original
stacks were the same size but had been reduced to 220 feet (67 meters). They came down earlier this
year.

The work is part of a $150 million decommissioning of the plant that is on land leased by the Navajo
Nation. The buildings that housed the boilers — what Barras called the proverbial tea kettles — will go
next, he said.

Environmentalists said they'll keep close watch to ensure the plant is cleaned up as required before the
land is turned over to the Navajo Nation.
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Arizona reports over 100 virus deaths for 3rd straight day
By Paul Davenport

Arizona Daily Sun

December 18, 2020

Arizona on Friday reported over 100 additional known COVID-19 deaths for the third straight day along
with one of the largest daily increases in cases during the current surge.

The Department of Health Services reported 142 additional known deaths and 7,635 additional known
cases, increasing the statewide totals to 7,819 deaths and 442,671 cases.

COVID-19-related hospitalizations in Arizona reached 3,931 on Thursday, the latest in a string of
pandemic records started earlier this month. Before the current surge, the previous daily hospitalization
record was 3,517 on July 13 during the state’s summer surge.

Arizona hospitals are nearly at capacity, with only 7% of beds available and not in use.

Arizona’s coronavirus outbreak was already surging before the Thanksgiving holiday weekend but
accelerated since, and a senior official of a Phoenix-based hospital chain urged people to avoid
gatherings and take other precautions during upcoming holidays.

“We’re all feeling fatigued and ready for life to get back to normal, but if we follow safety guidelines
we’ll get there sooner rather than later," Dr. Marjorie Bessel, Banner Health’s chief clinical officer, said
Thursday night in an email.

Arizona on Wednesday reported 108 additional deaths, followed by 147 on Thursday.
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The state on Dec. 8 reported a record high of 12,314 additional confirmed coronavirus cases. The next
highest daily reports were 11,795 on Dec. 14, 10,322 on Dec. 1 and 8,076 on Dec. 12.

Seven-day rolling averages for three key COVID-19 metrics continued to increase over the past two
weeks, according to data from Johns Hopkins University and The COVID Tracking Project.

The rolling average of daily new cases rose from 4,585 on Dec. 3 to 6,786 on Thursday as the rolling
average of daily deaths rose from 36.1 to 74.7 and the rolling average of daily COVID-19 testing
positivity rose from 13% to 14.5%.

The number of infections is thought to be far higher than reported because many people have not been
tested, and studies suggest people can be infected with the virus without feeling sick.
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ASU to begin construction of multi-purpose arena in January
Arizona Daily Sun
December 18, 2020

Arizona State University plans next month to start construction of a multi-purpose arena that will be the
home venue for several Sun Devils sports teams and also be available for concerts, conferences and
youth competitions.

The Athletics Department said Wednesday the facility to be located south of Rio Salado Parkway and
east of Packard Drive on the Tempe campus will be home for the men's ice hockey, wrestling and
women's gymnastics.

Completion is scheduled for December 2022, azfamily.com reported.

The 5,000-seat facility will have 20 luxury suites, two group sites and a large club lounge. There will be
a a social deck on the east side of the 300-level and a 942-seat student section on the west side.

The arena will a locker room for ASU athletes and eight additional locker rooms for use by visiting
teams, youth programs, ASU club programs, and live events.

“This venue will not only provide an elite student-athlete experience, but will be an asset to our
community,” Vice President for University Athletics Ray Anderson said in a statement.
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Damage from new Ariz. border wall: Blown-up mountains, toppled cacti

Snags on COVID relief may force weekend sessions

Virus's spread is 'substantial' in Pima County. say AZ officials

Proposed Ariz. law would allow anyone to demand vote recount if they pay for it
Asked about election irregularities, voters point to saguaros, roadrunners

Arizona Republic

‘A glimmer of hope’

Second virus vaccine gets panel’s approval

Sinema’s New Year’s wish: A functional U.S. Congress
Arizona reports more than 5,800 new COVID-19 cases
Final stretch is in sight for relief deal

Subpoena voting machines? Note irony

KTAR News

Valley fire leaders receive coronavirus vaccine. hope others will follow
Arizona reports 7.635 new coronavirus cases, 142 more deaths

Health expert says more approvals will speed up Arizona virus immunizations
Some states say Pfizer vaccine allotments cut for next week

Pence. wife Karen, surgeon general get COVID-19 vaccines

Arizona state trooper shot at during traffic stop in Phoenix
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Arizona reports over 100 virus deaths for 3rd straight day

ASU to begin construction of multi-purpose arena in January

Coconino County Year in Review: COVID-19 response and countywide changes
Coconino County Manager James Jayne to retire in July 2021

Power plant stacks that loomed over Arizona come down
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Damage from new Ariz. border wall: Blown-up mountains, toppled cacti
By Anita Snow

Arizona Daily Star

December 18, 2020

Work crews ignite dynamite blasts in the remote and rugged southeast corner of Arizona, forever
reshaping the landscape as they pulverize mountaintops in a rush to build more of President Trump's
border wall before his term ends next month.

Each blast in Guadalupe Canyon releases puffs of dust as workers level land to make way for 30-foottall
steel columns near the New Mexico line. Heavy machines crawl over roads gouged into rocky slopes
while one tap-tap-taps open holes for posts on U.S. Bureau of Land Management property.

Trump has expedited border wall construction in his last year, mostly in wildlife refuges and Indigenous
territory the government owns in Arizona and New Mexico, avoiding the legal fights over private land
in busier crossing areas of Texas. The work has caused environmental damage, preventing animals from
moving freely and scarring

The new border wall leads to a dynamited mountaintop as seen from Douglas. Construction, mostly on
wildlife refuges and Indigenous territory, has led to environmental damage.

DAMAGE

unique mountain and desert landscapes that conservationists fear could be irreversible. The
administration says it's protecting national security, citing it to waive environmental laws in its drive to
fulfill a signature immigration policy.

Environmentalists hope President-elect Joe Biden will stop the work, but that could be difficult and
expensive to do quickly and may still leave pillars towering over sensitive borderlands.

The worst damage is along Arizona's border, from century-old saguaros toppled in the western desert to
shrinking ponds of endangered fish in eastern canyons. Recent construction has sealed off what was the
Southwest's last major undammed river. It's more difficult for desert tortoises, the occasional ocelot and
the world's tiniest owls to cross the boundary.

'Interconnected landscapes that stretch across two countries are being converted into industrial
wastelands,' said Randy Serraglio of the Center for Biological Diversity in Tucson.

In the San Bernardino National Wildlife Refuge near Guadalupe Canyon, biologist Myles Traphagen
said field cameras have captured 90% less movement by animals like mountain lions, bobcats and
javelinas over the past three months.

'This wall is the largest impediment to wildlife movement we've ever seen in this part of the world,' said
Traphagen of the nonprofit Wildlands Network. 'It's altering the evolutionary history of North America.'
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 1982 established the nearly 4-squaremile refuge to protect water
resources and endangered native fish. Diverse hummingbirds, bees, butterflies and bats also live there.

Since contractors for U.S. Customs and Border Protection began building a new stretch of wall there in
October, environmentalists estimate that millions of gallons of groundwater have been pumped to mix
cement and spray down dusty dirt roads.

Solar power now pumps water into a shrinking pond underneath rustling cottonwood trees. Bullfrogs

croak and Yaqui topminnows wiggle through the pool once fed solely by natural artesian wells pulling
water from an aquifer.

A 3-mile barrier has sealed off a migratory corridor for wildlife between Mexico's Sierra Madre and the
Rocky Mountains to the north, threatening species like the endangered Chiricahua leopard frog.

The Trump administration says it's completed 430 miles of the $15 billion wall and promises to reach
450 miles by year's end.

Biden transition officials say he stands by his campaign promise — 'not another foot' of wall. It's unclear
how Biden would stop construction, but it could leave projects half-finished, force the government to
pay to break contracts and anger those who consider the wall essential to border security.

'Building a wall will do little to deter criminals and cartels seeking to exploit our borders,' Biden's
transition team has said. It says Biden will focus on 'smart border enforcement efforts, like investments
in improving screening infrastructure at our ports of entry, that will actually keep America safer.'

Environmentalists hope for an ally in Alejandro Mayorkas, Biden's nominee to lead the Department of
Homeland Security, which oversees Customs and Border Protection.

Until construction is stopped, 'every day, it will be another mile of borderlands being trashed,' Serraglio
said.

Environmental law attorney Dinah Bear said Biden's administration could terminate building contracts,
which would allow companies to seek settlements. What that would cost isn't clear because the contracts
aren't public, but Bear said it would pale in comparison to the price of finishing and maintaining the
wall. Military funds reappropriated under a national emergency declared by Trump are now funding the
work.

Bear, who worked at the White House's Council on Environmental Quality, said she wants to see
Congress set aside money to repair damage by removing the wall in critical areas, buying more habitat
and replanting slopes.

Ecologists say damage could be reversed in Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, where thousands

of tree-like saguaros were bulldozed, with some reportedly replanted elsewhere.

AZ-SEN-21-0466, 21-0473, 21-0477, 21-0480, 21-0481-B,
21-0472, 21-0476-C, 21-0465, 21-0469-D, 21-0468, 21-0640-E-000280

ARZN_REV00068495_December 18 ,2020.docx



With Mexico on the right, crews stand in a pathway cleared by explosives to make way for border wall
construction in Guadalupe Canyon. The Trump administration says it's completed 430 miles of the $15
billion wall.
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Snags on COVID relief may force weekend sessions
By Andrew Taylor
Arizona Daily Star
December 18, 2020

It's a hurry up and wait moment on Capitol Hill as congressional negotiators on a must-pass, almost $1
trillion COVID-19 economic relief package struggled through a handful of remaining snags on
Thursday.

The holdups mean a weekend session now appears virtually certain, along with a stopgap
spending bill to avert a partial government shutdown at midnight Friday.

All sides appeared hopeful that the wrangling would not derail the legislation from becoming law. The
central elements of a hard-fought compromise appeared in place: more than $300 billion in aid to
businesses; a $300-per-week bonus federal jobless benefit and renewal of soon-to-expire state benefits;
$600 direct payments to individuals; vaccine distribution funds; and money for renters,

schools, the Postal Service and people needing food aid.

The hangups involve an effort by GOP conservatives to curb emergency lending programs by the
Treasury Department and Federal Reserve, a Democratic

CONGRESS

demand to eliminate local government matching requirements for COVID-related disaster grants, and
myriad smaller disagreements over non-pandemic add-ons, lawmakers and aides said.

The delays aren't unusual for legislation of this size and importance, but lawmakers are eager to leave
Washington for the holidays and are getting antsy.

Do we want to lapse into politics as usual and let negotiations lose steam? Do we want to haggle and
spar like this was an ordinary political exercise?' asked Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-
Ky.

The pending bill is the first significant legislative response to the pandemic since the landmark CARES
Act passed virtually unanimously in March, delivering $1.8 trillion in aid and more generous $600 per
week bonus jobless benefits and $1,200 direct payments to individuals.
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The CARES legislation passed at a moment of great uncertainty and unprecedented shutdowns in a
failed attempt to stymie the coronavirus, but after that, many Republicans focused more on loosening
social and economic restrictions as the key to recovery instead of more taxpayer- funded aid.

Now, Republicans are motivated chiefly to extend business subsidies and some jobless benefits, and
provide money for schools and vaccines. Democrats have focused on bigger economic stimulus
measures and more help for those struggling economically during the pandemic.

The emerging package falls well short of the

$2 trillion- plus Democrats were demanding this fall before the election, but President- elect Joe Biden
is eager for an aidpackage to prop up the economy and help the jobless and hungry. While Biden says
more economic stimulus will be needed early next year, some Republicans say the current package
maybe the last.

'Tf we address the critical needs right now, and things improve next year as the vaccine gets out there and
the economy starts to pick up again, you know, there may be less of a need,' said No. 2 Senate
Republican John Thune of South Dakota.

The details were still being worked out, but the measure includes a second round of 'paycheck
protection' payments to especially hard-hit businesses, $25 billion to help struggling renters with their
payments, $45 billion for airlines and transit systems, a temporary 15% or so increase in food stamp
benefits, additional farm subsidies, and a $10 billion bailout for the Postal Service.

Some Democrats also mourned the exclusion of a $500 million aid package to help states run their
elections. The money was seen as urgent this summer to help states more safely administer their
elections in the middle of the pandemic. But with the election over, momentum for the money has gone
away.

The emerging package was serving as a magnet for adding on other items, and the two sides continued
to swap offers. It was apparent that another temporary spending bill would be needed to prevent a
government shutdown. That was likely to pass easily, though possibly not until the last minute.

The emerging package would combine the $900billion in COVID-19 relief with

a $1.4 trillion government-wide funding bill. Then there are numerous unrelated add-ons that are
catching a ride, known as 'ash and trash' in appropriations panel shorthand.

One leading candidate is an almost 400-page water resources bill that targets $10 billion for 46 Army
Corps of Engineers flood control, environmental and coastal protection projects. Another potential
addition would extend a batch of soon-toexpire tax breaks, including one for craft brewers, wineries and
distillers.

40 4040 o0

Return to the table of contents

AZ-SEN-21-0466, 21-0473, 21-0477, 21-0480, 21-0481-B,
21-0472, 21-0476-C, 21-0465, 21-0469-D, 21-0468, 21-0640-E-000282

ARZN_REV00068495_December 18 ,2020.docx



Virus's spread is 'substantial' in Pima County, say AZ officials

Arizona Daily Star

December 18, 2020

Half of the counties in Arizona are seeing 'substantial' spread of COVID-19, state health officials said
Thursday while reporting 5,817 new cases and 147 more deaths throughout the state.

Weekly metrics released by the Arizona Department of Health Services listed eight counties in Southern
and Eastern Arizona, including Pima, with a substantial number of cases. Arizona's other seven counties,
including Maricopa, remained classified as moderate.

In Pima County, there have been 55,801 cases of coronavirus, up 844 from the previous day. There have
been 853 deaths in Pima County, up 17 from the previous day. Gov. Doug Ducey has resisted a return to
business closures and a stay-home order he imposed in the early stages of the outbreak, saying it's up to
people to take personal responsibility for slowing the spread. He reiterated that view Wednesday, saying
'we are doing everything that we can.'

Dr. Cara Christ, the state's top health official, has advised people to wear a mask, maintain social
distancing and try to stay outside whenever socializing with people with whom they don't live.

Officials say Arizona has seen a total of 435,036 confirmed cases and 7,677 deaths since March. The
number of infections is thought to be far higher because many people have not been tested, and studies
suggest people can be infected with the virus without feeling sick.

The state health agency's dashboard shows Apache, Cochise, Graham, Greenlee, Navajo, Pima, Santa
Cruz and Yavapai counties now experiencing substantial coronavirus spread.

Arizona on Wednesday had reported 108 additional deaths, and the state's seven-day rolling average of
daily deaths rose to 64.1 from 30.7 on Dec. 2.

In addition, the number of hospitalized COVID-19 patients increased to 3,884 on Wednesday while
available hospital beds shrank to 7%, a low during the pandemic.

'Oftentimes we get told, especially in our staffing meetings, that we have A, B and C patients waiting for
rooms,' Eddy De La Torre, an intensive-care nurse at a Phoenix-area hospital, told ABC15.com. 'They
can be waiting for a couple hours.'

The metrics were created during Arizona's summer coronavirus surge to gauge when businesses would

be allowed to reopen, but there's no requirement for closures now that the numbers are again bleak. The
metrics are also a guide for school administrators to make decisions about partially or fully allowing in-
person instruction.
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Proposed Ariz. law would allow anyone to demand vote recount if they pay for it
By Howard Fischer
Arizona Daily Star
December 18, 2020

Political candidates and their supporters unhappy with the results of an election could demand a recount
under a proposal to be considered this coming year by the state Senate.

But they'd have to be willing to put their money where their mouths are.

The proposal by Sen. J.D. Mesnard, R-Chandler, would permit any individual to demand a recount of
any race in any county or statewide. The only requirement would be that they provide the money to
cover the costs.

Mesnard conceded that even if his Senate Bill 1010 is enacted, it wouldn't necessarily quell all doubts
and complaints about election returns. But he called it an 'effective component' of restoring confidence
in the electoral system.

Not everyone sees it that way.

Tt's unnecessary and stupid,' said outgoing Maricopa County Recorder Adrian Fontes.

He said all Mesnard is doing is catering to the complaints — none of which have been proven in court
— that there was something wrong with the results reported in the presidential race. Fontes also said a

hand recount, which is one of the options under Mesnard's proposal, would

take weeks to conduct. Arizona law now requires a recount only when the difference in votes between
the candidates is within a certain margin.

Sen. J.D. Mesnard

RECOUNT

So, for example, in a statewide race the loser would have to come within 200 votes. Ditto in the case of a
statewide ballot measure.

That is nowhere near Joe Biden's 10,457-vote edge over President Trump in the official tally in Arizona.

And for other races, the spread between candidates has to be even smaller: 50 votes for legislative seats
and just 10 for local elections.

Under Mesnard's proposal, a person seeking a recount when it's not automatic would be required to post
a bond with a court 'in a form and in an amount as determined by the court to be sufficient to provide for
full reimbursement of the costs of conducting the recount.'

He said he wants to be sure 'the taxpayers aren't on the hook.'

The dollar figure could be substantial, depending on the kind of recount sought.
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The recounts that now occur automatically under state law are done by putting the ballots into an
automated counting machine. That is a relatively simple procedure, one that might take about a week on
a statewide basis.

But Mesnard's legislation would permit the person seeking the recount to request it be done by hand,
assuming the person is willing to pay the additional costs involved. Those costs would depend on how
many ballots, and how many counties, are involved.

'This is about instilling confidence in the election system, the results in particular in this case,' Mesnard
said. 'And I'd much rather err on the side of greater counting than not.'

Fontes, a Democrat who lost his own reelection
campaign in the Nov. 3 election, said Mesnard's plan is the wrong cure for the problem.

'"There's better ways to instill confidence,' he said. 'For example, getting his people to stop denying the
outcome of the (presidential) election.'

There already is a procedure in place for what might be called an automatic mini-recount. It requires
having officials from both parties select ballots from 2% of the precincts or voting centers, pick certain
races and then have those ballots counted by hand by party workers.

In Maricopa County that involved more than 47,000 ballots. And Fontes said that in each case the results
were found to be 100% consistent with the machine count.

Fontes said that hand count took close to a day. Extrapolate that out over more than 2 million ballots in
Maricopa County — the kind of count that SB 1010 would permit — and a hand tally would take more
than a month, meaning the results would not be known and finalized until after the current date in state
law to certify the returns.

"What he's asking for is injecting more doubt, more uncertainty, take longer to figure these things out
instead of standing up to the people who are actually wrong,' Fontes said.

As to whether a recount would satisfy those who continue to insist there were improprieties with the
just-conducted election, Mesnard said: 'Well, I think we need to do everything we can to try.'

He said this is about more than just a few folks trying to cast doubt on how the vote was conducted and
counted.

T would say hundreds of thousands of people in the state believe something was wrong with the
election,' Mesnard said.

Why they believe that — and even the veracity of their beliefs — is irrelevant, he said.

"Whether you agree with them or not or think it's conspiracy theories or sore loser or legitimate fraud or
irregularity is somewhat immaterial,' Mesnard said.
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He said the fact remains that, for whatever reason, they don't trust the results. 'And that is an existential
threat to the democratic electoral process we must confront,' he said.

"We cannot dismiss it," Mesnard continued. 'It's irresponsible to dismiss it, even if you think they're
wrong.'

Still, Mesnard conceded, even allowing for a full hand count is unlikely to satisfy all doubters.

Ts it the silver bullet? No,' he said. 'Is there a silver bullet? I don't know. But I think this is an effective
component of that.'

The National Conference of State Legislatures reports that Arizona is one of only nine states that do not
have a process in place to let people request a recount. But even in some of the states that do permit such
demanded recounts, there are constraints.

For example, in Georgia a losing candidate may seek a recount only when the results are within 0.5% of
the total votes cast for the office.
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Asked about election irregularities, voters point to saguaros, roadrunners
Arizona Daily Star
December 18, 2020

You might have heard of people claiming there were irregularities in the recent election.

Well, Arizona Senate President Karen Fann set up an email address for people to report irregularities,
and boy did they.

Hundreds and hundreds of emails went to the address 2020election@azleg. gov, but most of them did
not support Trump loyalists' claims of fraud. They were angry at Fann and the GOP for perpetuating
fraud claims. Many were along the lines of this email: 'Donald Trump lost the election. Sad. The only
malfeasance is that he is attempting

a coup and the entire GOP is letting him do it.'

The Star requested the emails to the address after Fox 10 in Phoenix and Arizona Public Media reported
them. Some of the emails reported alarming, possibly psychedelic voting incidents.

"When I went to check in to vote I was asked if I was a Republican or Democrat and I told them I was
really a saguaro cactus and then they didn't let me vote. FRAUD FRAUD FRAUD' 'There were some
roadrunners voting in Tucson. I swear on Rudy's hair dye.'

T believe I was the victim, along with our great president, of voter fraud. Standing in line
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waiting I noticed all the poll workers giving voters black pens to fill out their ballots, but when it was
my turn they handed me a Mr. Sketch scented marker. I believe it was the watermelon scent, which I
found highly offensive as I hate watermelon. No doubt they knew that by tracking me with their 5G
towers. Anyways, I'm sure they did that to me because of my KAG hat and 12 guns I was holding at the
time. I don't believe my vote for Trump was counted as the watermelonscented marker is a lite pink
color.'

NOTEBOOK

Tim Steller

NOTEBOOK

T saw a guy voting and he looked like he shouldn't have been voting in Arizona. Big guy. Corn-cob pipe
and button nose. Two eyes made out of coal. Dumb hat too.'

And finally, there was this alarming one from the Old Pueblo: 'l voted in person in Tucson on Nov. 3rd.
In the booth next to me, I observed a very large lizard voting for Democrats! The individual tried to hide
their tail under a large overcoat and they wore a wig and hat, but a lizard he was, and lizards are not
allowed to vote!'

Alas, there were some serious claims made. The Senate Republicans reported they sent several dozen
such emails on to the Arizona Attorney General's Office election integrity unit.

Speaker's race up in the air thanks to LD11 rep

A Republican Southern Arizona legislator is planning to turn the normally routine vote for House
speaker into a possible free-for-all when the Legislature convenes Jan. 11.

Rep. Bret Roberts, of Legislative District 11, announced on Twitter Monday that he plans not to vote for
Rusty Bowers for speaker. Bowers won the Republican caucus vote for leadership in early November,
beating Roberts' seatmate from Oro Valley, Mark Finchem.

"We need someone with the ability to unite our caucus and provide strong leadership that will help
ensure the next two years are successful,' Roberts said. "Unfortunately, I have come to the conclusion
that Rusty Bowers is not the right person for the job and therefore will be withholding my vote.'

Roberts cited an ethics investigation of Rep. David Cook, the way Bowers handled last year's recess,

allegations that the speaker was not allowing some members to use staff to send press releases, and
Bowers' management of election-fraud allegations.

Republicans hold a 31-29 edge in the chamber during the coming session, meaning that a decision
normally made by acclamation may have to be worked out through horse trading.
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Rep. T.J. Shope, a Coolidge Republican who will join the Senate when the Legislature convenes again,
said Roberts' decision hands power to Democrats. Bowers may need Democrats' votes in order to win
the speakership, which would give Democrats power to make demands of their own from him.

'‘Barring a sleeper candidate who can unify the caucus, you have to go to the other side,' Shope said.

He said it's ironic that Democrats spent so many millions of dollars to win the state House majority, only
to lose it narrowly, then be handed power through an internal GOP dispute.

The conflict has been brewing. After Finchem challenged Bowers for the speakership and lost, Bowers
rearranged the House committees, eliminating altogether the Federal Relations committee chaired by

Finchem.

'This has been coming for a while,' Shope said. 'That we were able to keep it together for two years was
a minor miracle.'

New county attorney announces team

Incoming Pima County Attorney Laura Conover announced her leadership in a meeting with staff this
week. The members are:

* Chief deputy: Tamara Mulembo

¢ Chief criminal deputy: Dan South

* Chief civil deputy: Andy Flagg

« Assistant to the county attorney and public health liaison: David Contreras
» Communications director: Joe Watson

* Transition manager: Martha Durkin

* Fraud unit and conviction integrity unit chief:

Gabriel 'Jack' Chin

» Community outreach manager: Patrick Robles 'l can't believe I've reached this point in my career
where I'm able to convene such a team,' Conover said Thursday. 'They're so talented and skillful.'

Fountain named for outgoing Pima County Recorder

The fountain in the courtyard of Pima County's Historic Courthouse will be named in honor of retiring
County Recorder F. Ann Rodriguez after a unanimous vote by the Board of Supervisors.

After serving as Pima County recorder for nearly three decades, Rodriguez will retire in January and
hand the reins over to recently elected Gabriella Cézares-Kelly.
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"You've been a fixture in this community and you have managed it well,' Board Chairman Ramén
Valadez told Rodriguez during Tuesday's meeting. 'You have conducted yourself with honor and respect
and always upheld the integrity of our elections.'

Rodriguez's office was located at the Historic Courthouse from 1993 to 2015, a building that she has
long referred to as 'the pink palace.'

County Administrator Chuck Huckelberry said Rodriguez was the first Hispanic female to be elected to
a Pima County office, in 1992.

It's only fitting that the Board name the fountain in her honor for her years and years of service,' he said.

Star reporter Jasmine Demers
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‘A glimmer of hope’

Vaccinations begin at Maricopa County sites
Rachel Leingang and Alison Steinbach
Arizona Republic

December 18, 2020

Emily Beck came off the night shift at Banner University Medical Center in Phoenix, where she’s an
ICU nurse, and joined the line at the Arizona State Fairgrounds to get one of Maricopa County’s first
COVID-19 vaccine doses.

The air buzzed with excitement as health care workers on the front lines gathered in their cars, awaiting
the vaccine that brought them hope the end of the pandemic was, finally, in sight.

Banner Health nurse Diane Cluxton prepares a COVID-19 vaccination at the Arizona State Fairgrounds
in Phoenix on Thursday

Nurse Roxanne Flynn vaccinates critical care nursing educator Jenae McVicker on Thursday at
HonorHealth in Phoenix.

“We have seen more people in our ICU than probably ever before. We’ve seen a lot of death. We’ve
seen patients without their family members present go through some of the worst experiences of their
life. And we don’t want it to be that way,” Beck said.

Across the Valley, a similar energy filled the air as health care workers and first responders began
making their way through a drive-thru to receive their long-awaited shot.

Twin brothers and emergency medicine physician colleagues Kris and Robin Samaddar got vaccinated
together Thursday and said it was the first real sign of hope they have felt since the start of the
pandemic.

Jenae McVicker, a critical care nursing educator at HonorHealth, was one of the first to get a shot. In a
year of so much pain, she views the vaccine as a “silver lining” and “finally, a glimmer of hope.”

As a critical care nurse, she’s been long looking forward to a vaccine. But it still didn’t fully hit her until
she got in line and realized she was among the first handful of people in Maricopa County to be
vaccinated.

“It’s surreal. To wake up this morning and know that you’re going to be part of history is not something
I ever imagined,” McVicker said.

Beck received the first shot at the Arizona State Fairgrounds, one of a handful of sites administering the
vaccines to health care workers in the first phase of its rollout.
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Outside an agricultural building at the fairgrounds, white tents were set up to shade cars as they arrived
at the site after navigating a parking lot full of bright green safety cones. Inside the building, a team of
people prepared the vaccine, filled out paperwork and administered shots to the people who had signed

up.

The fairgrounds site became a COVID- 19 testing drive-thru in March and will provide vaccines to
about 1,000 people per day once it’s fully ramped up. The first day, about 165 shots were expected to be
delivered at the site.

A similar setup is run by Honor-Health in northeast Maricopa County, which is where McVicker and the
Samaddars received their doses. The site will be able to administer up to 1,000 vaccinations daily but
plans to start more slowly. The HonorHealth drivethru site expects to administer 15,000 initial doses in
the coming weeks.

Maricopa County launched the first two vaccine distribution sites run by Banner and HonorHealth on
Thursday, with three more expected to open next week.

For now, only priority workers who are prescreened and preregistered can get vaccinated at the sites,
with public vaccination to come later next year.

Vaccines also are being distributed in other programs. A 94-year-old veteran at the Phoenix VA was one
of the state’s first patients to receive the vaccine, through a federal allocation sent directly to the
Department of Veterans Affairs. Health care workers on the Navajo Nation also received vaccinations
earlier this week through a supply sent directly to the tribe.

On Wednesday evening, 10 health care workers and first responders received the vaccine at the state’s
public health lab, including Dr. Cara Christ, the director of the Arizona Department of Health Services,
who has led the state’s pandemic response.

Leading by example

Dr. Marjorie Bessel, the chief clinical officer for Banner, administered the shot to Beck and other health
care workers on the first day at the fairgrounds. She said she wanted to show recognition for their hard
work and show that she believes the vaccine is safe and effective.

“I think this is another testament that we feel confident about the vaccine,” said Bessel, who was
wearing a festive dress with candy canes, holly and evergreens.

The festive mood was shared by Marcy Flanagan, the director of public health for Maricopa County,
who witnessed the first shots at the fairgrounds on Thursday morning. It “feels like Christmas to me,”
she said. When the vaccines arrived on Monday, she felt relief, her tense shoulders easing for the first
time in months.

Both Bessel and Flanagan urged vigilance now, though, as cases and hospitalizations continue to rise
here. Bessel said hospitalization rates are higher than they were in the summer. We’re in the “worst part
of the pandemic” right now, despite the historic and exciting vaccine rollout on Thursday, Bessel said.
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“We can all do our part. It is no fun to get sick. It’s no fun to be hospitalized. It’s no fun to be in our
Intensive Care Unit,” Bessel said.

Neither Bessel nor Flanagan yet qualified to get the vaccine but said they would join the line as soon as
they could. But there wasn’t enough to go around yet, and front-line health care workers like those who
got the vaccine on Thursday needed it most.

“You have a lot of health care professionals here today, first in line, some brilliant individuals that have
worked in medicine for a lot of years, that are confident in the safety of the vaccine. So I think all of
those should be signs for the

public that it’s safe,” Flanagan said.

McVicker, the HonorHealth nurse, was eager to get the vaccine. She wants to be able to see her
grandparents and hopes next year can start to be more normal at work again.

But she also wants to lead by example to show her colleagues and the public that the vaccine is safe and
a positive step forward.

“I think part of being a nurse is being a leader with your community and within your own personal
practice. Sharing my experience with people ... especially nurses on the front line, if anybody’s on the
fence, I hope that they’re able to see the benefits of vaccination and how this can really positively
impact us.”

The Samaddar twins are both in leadership positions at HonorHealth Scottsdale Shea Medical Center
and said they wanted to get the vaccine to protect their families, be able to continue to help others in the
ER and set an example.

“This is the first thing that really has given us hope against COVID-19,” Robin Samaddar said.

“People just need a hope because there hasn’t been any,” he said. “You read the newspapers and people
are dying and you see that the numbers have surpassed what they had been over the summer. This is the
chance.”

He said for months he’s treated COVID- 19 patients in the ER, but much of the treatment has been
supportive care. Doctors can give antibodies, oxygen, steroids or other treatments, but the vaccine is
different because hopefully it can prevent COVID-19, he said.

“We’re still going to see COVID, but hopefully we’ll just see a lot less of it,” he said.

Kris Samaddar said the vaccine finally puts a possible end on the pandemic.

“When we started in February and March, we said it’s going to go until the summer. And then the
summer hit, we surged July 7th. And then we felt good about two months ago, but we knew something

was going to happen, and it’s happening now.”

What vaccination looks like
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Just before Beck received the first shot, music boomed, playing Pitbull and Christina Aguilera’s “Feel
This Moment.” People swayed to the beat and bounced up and down.

Before it got to Beck’s arm, the vaccine was stored in ultra-cold freezers in a tent inside the agricultural
building, which Gov. Doug Ducey had toured the day before. It then moved to a refrigerator to thaw.
Then, workers extracted a dose from each tiny vial, no larger than a thumb. A vial contains five doses,
plus a little bit extra. Saline is added. All parts are checked and double-checked, labels are added,
paperwork is filed.

Once ready, the syringe was set into a small colored bin to be walked over to a vehicle filled with an
eager patient, sleeve rolled up.

Bessel was “very thorough,” Beck said, explaining the vaccine and potential side effects. As she
administered the shot, Bessel announced that Beck was the first person to receive the vaccine at this site.

“Emily, are you ready? One, two, three. And you’re done,” Bessel said to Beck.

The crowd cheered and applauded, smiling behind their face masks and shields and tearing up. Beck got
a blue sticker that said, “I got my COVID-19 vaccine!”

She headed to a recovery area outside to wait the required 15 minutes to ensure there were no immediate
side effects that would call for medical assistance.

“I’m just hopeful that this is the beginning of the end,” Beck said as she waited in the recovery area.

It was time to go home, get to sleep, then wake up again tomorrow to continue treating patients in the
ICU, where she and her colleagues have worked tirelessly for 10 months.

“I think we were all waiting for the vaccine, just kind of chomping at the bit to hear when we were going
to get it and when it was going to be available. So now it’s just a feeling of excitement that it’s finally
here,” she said.

The Samaddar brothers said they are ready for the vaccine to make a widespread impact. For now,
though, it will be another positive memory of twinhood.

“As twins, there’s going to be things that we always remember, like things that happened to us as kids,
things that happened to us in college. I’d probably put this up there as being something that we’ll always
remember,” Kris Samaddar said.
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A government advisory panel endorsed a second COVID-19 vaccine Thursday, paving the way for the
shot to be added to the U.S. vaccination campaign.

The Food and Drug Administration is expected to follow the recommendation for the vaccine from
Moderna and the National Institutes of Health. The FDA advisers, in a 20-0 vote, agreed the benefits of
the vaccine outweighed the risks for those 18 years old and up.

The FDA’s green light for emergency use is expected quickly. Moderna would then begin shipping
millions of doses, earmarked for health workers and nursing home residents, to boost the largest
vaccination effort in U.S. history.

The campaign kicked off this week with the first vaccine OK’d in the U.S., developed by Pfizer and
BioNTech. Moderna’s shot showed similarly strong protection, providing 94% protection against
COVID-19 in the company’s ongoing study of 30,000 people.

After seven hours of debate over technical details of the company’s study and follow-up plans, nearly all
panelists backed making the vaccine available to help fight the pandemic. One panel member abstained.

“The evidence that has been studied in great detail on this vaccine highly outweighs any of the issues
we’ve seen,” said Dr. Hayley Gans of Stanford University Medical Center.

A second vaccine is urgently needed as coronavirus infections, hospitalizations and deaths climb to new
highs ahead of the holidays. The U.S. leads the world in virus totals, with more than 1.6 million
confirmed cases.

Moderna’s vaccine uses the same groundbreaking technology as Pfizer-BioNTech’s shot. Most
traditional vaccines use dead or weakened virus, but both of the new vaccines use snippets of COVID-
19’s genetic code to train the immune system to detect and fight the virus. Both require two doses,
several weeks apart.

Thursday’s review came days after reports of apparent allergic reactions to the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine
in two Alaska health workers. One person had a severe reaction, including shortness of breath; the other
had less serious side effects, including lightheadedness.

While the two vaccines use the same technology, they’re not identical, cautioned Moderna chief medical
officer Dr. Tal Zaks. In particular, some of the lipids, or fats, used to coat the two vaccines are different.

“I would not necessarily assume” that any reactions would be the same, he said.

The FDA found no severe allergic reactions in Moderna’s data but flagged a slightly higher rate of less
serious side effects — rash, hives, itching — among participants who got the vaccine, compared with those
receiving a dummy shot.

There were also three cases of Bell’s palsy, which temporarily paralyzes facial muscles, among vaccine
recipients, compared with one among those getting a dummy shot. The FDA review said the role of the
shot in the vaccine group “cannot be ruled

29

out.
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An unanswered question is whether the vaccine also prevents people from symptomless infection — but
Moderna found a hint that it may. Study participants had their noses swabbed prior to the second dose of
either vaccine or placebo. At that one point, swabs from 14 vaccine recipients and 38 placebo recipients
showed evidence of asymptomatic infection, said Moderna’s Dr. Jacqueline Miller.

After the FDA acts, U.S. officials plan to move out an initial shipment of nearly 6 million Moderna
doses. The vaccine needs to be stored at regular freezer temperatures, not the ultra-cold required for
Pfizer-BioNTech’s shot.

Hundreds of millions of additional shots eventually will be needed to vaccinate the public, which isn’t
expected until the spring or summer. The government’s Operation Warp Speed program has orders for
200 million doses of Moderna’s vaccine. That’s on top of 100 million doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine. Officials are negotiating to buy more doses of that vaccine.

Like the first vaccine, Moderna’s vaccine will remain experimental as the company continues a twoyear
study needed to answer key questions, including how long protection lasts.

One of the trickiest issues panelists debated was how to keep study volunteers who received a dummy
shot from dropping out to get the real shot once it’s authorized. Their participation is critical in order to
have a comparison for long-term safety and effectiveness.

Moderna proposed immediately alerting all those volunteers of their status and offering them the
vaccine. The company said more than 25% of its participants are health workers and some are already
leaving to get the first vaccine.

But an invited expert from Stanford University urged Moderna to adopt Pfizer’s approach. Pfizer plans
to vaccinate people in its placebo group based on when they would have normally had access to the
vaccine, as priority groups are established.

But most panelists acknowledged it will be hard to keep volunteers from leaving the Moderna study if
they have to wait to get the vaccine.
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Sinema’s New Year’s wish: A functional U.S. Congress
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More than coronavirus, more than the parallel recession, Sen. Kyrsten Sinema sees cooperative,
functional government as the biggest task for Congress in the new year.

Sinema, D-Ariz., spoke at length to The Arizona Republic on Thursday about what could be in the virus
relief bill emerging from negotiations on Capitol Hill, and her continued wish that Gov. Doug Ducey
would help enforce greater compliance with the sciencebased restrictions during the pandemic.
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But, when asked about the biggest challenge facing lawmakers in 2021, Sinema said it was the need to
return to a more civil politics.

“I think the largest issue ... is less of an actual issue and more of a process question: Will the Congress
begin to work again?” she said ahead of the change in administrations from President Donald Trump to

President-elect Joe Biden.

The Democratic majority in the House of Representatives will shrink in January and Republicans could
still lose their majority in the Senate after the runoff elections in Georgia next month.

“We have, unfortunately, been sidelined by intense partisanship — and I do not blame just one party for
this — and a rigidity and a resistance to finding compromise and common ground. I believe there are

members of both political parties to blame for this.”

Trump will leave office as only the third president to be impeached and with a pair of protracted
government shutdowns that reflect the deep partisan divisions in Washington.

Sinema embraced the “happy warrior” label hung on her in the past and said her hopes for a better
atmosphere are also tempered by reality.

“I think this challenge is actually quite difficult and becoming more difficult by the influence of
misinformation and disinformation that occurs in our community,” she said.

“But I also believe that we can overcome it. ... I am optimistic, but I’'m not naive.”

If there is a change in Washington, Sinema said, it only will happen with compromise and sacrifice,
qualities often missing in recent years.

Sinema said the virus relief legislation still being negotiated will help Arizonans on several fronts. The
package is likely to include direct payments to “middle-income and working- class” taxpayers of about
$600 per person.

That would be about half the level of the first payments.

It also could include $300 extra in weekly unemployment aid available for about three months.

“These are not numbers that can be taken to the bank, so to speak,” she said of the deal that was in
progress. “They are still fluid.”

She said she was hopeful the negotiations will include more funds for small businesses, known as the
Paycheck Protection Program.

That could include a provision of hers, along

with Sen. Kevin Cramer, RN. D., to make it easy to forgive loans to businesses that received $150,000
or less from the program.
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“The PPP is a real lifeline for small businesses that got a PPP in the spring, have used that money to
mitigate some of their losses or to stay afloat, and are looking for further relief,” she said.

The virus aid deal likely will include provisions for rental relief, extension of an eviction moratorium for
several months and a pause in student loans as well, she said. The deal could be finalized by Thursday
night, voted on in the House today and in the Senate on Saturday, she said, adding that it remained
uncertain.

Sinema repeated her wish that Ducey would “implement a statewide mask policy that’s backed up by
enforcement.”

Biden has said he plans to seek a federal mask mandate for his first 100 days in office. That only would
begin, however, in January.

“We know that that will raise the level of compliance,” she said. “Studies show that mask-wearing
successfully slows the spread of transmission. And a recent (U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention) study in Arizona showed that cases decreased by 75% when mask wearing was
implemented by local cities and counties after the governor chose not to do so.”

Sinema favors closing some indoor public areas, such as indoor bars and gyms, and limiting the numbers
allowed to gather inside other venues. Sinema called again on Ducey to disperse more federal funds to
Arizona’s smaller localities, as Congress had intended.

“I think this challenge is actually quite difficult and becoming more difficult by the influence of
misinformation and disinformation that occurs in our community.”
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Arizona reported more than 5,800 new COVID-19 cases and 147 new known deaths on Thursday as
hospitalizations for the disease hit the highest level recorded since the pandemic began.

The number of patients hospitalized statewide for known or suspected COVID- 19 cases was at 3,884 on
Wednesday a record high, up by 75 patients from the previous record of 3,809 set on Tuesday. The
highest number of COVID- 19 patients hospitalized in a single day during the summer surge was 3,517
on July 13.

The state data dashboard shows 91% of all ICU beds and 92% of all inpatient beds in Arizona were in
use Wednesday, with 51% of ICU beds and 45% of non-ICU beds occupied by COVID-19 patients.

Thursday’s 5,817 new cases brought the total number of identified COVID-19 cases in the state to
435,036. As of Thursday, 7,677 Arizonans are known to have died from the disease, according to the
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data dashboard from the Arizona Department of Health Services. One hundred and forty-seven known
deaths were reported Thursday.

The number of patients with suspected or known COVID-19 in intensive care units across Arizona was
at 899 on Wednesday the most ICU beds in use in a single day since July 16. The level is below what it
was in mid-July, when ICU beds in use for COVID-19 reached 970.

The number of Arizonans with confirmed and suspected COVID-19 on ventilators was at 618 on
Wednesday, the most ventilators in use in a single day since July 19. In mid-July, as many as 687
patients across the state with confirmed or suspected COVID-19 were on ventilators.

Thursday’s numbers
Reported cases in Arizona: 435,036.

Cases increased by 5,817, or 1.35%, from Wednesday’s 429,219 identified cases since the outbreak
began. These daily cases are grouped by the date they are reported to the Arizona Department of Health
Services, not by the date the tests were administered.

Cases by county: 269,744 in Maricopa, 55,801 in Pima, 23,550 in Yuma, 22,926 in Pinal, 10,030 in
Navajo, 9,595 in Coconino, 9,253 in Mohave, 8,696 in Yavapai, 6,673 in Apache, 5,622 in Cochise,
5,158 in Santa Cruz, 3,826 in Gila, 2,706 in Graham, 1,114 in La Paz and 342 in Greenlee, according to
state numbers.

The Navajo Nation reported 20,095 cases and 731 confirmed deaths as of Wednesday. The Navajo
Nation includes parts of Arizona, New Mexico and Utah. Tribal leaders have extended a stay-at-home
lockdown and reinstated weekend curfews due to what officials have called the “uncontrolled spread” of
COVID-19 in the tribe’s communities.

The Arizona Department of Corrections reported 5,490 inmates had tested positive for COVID-19 as of
Wednesday, including 1,314 in Tucson, 963 in Eyman, 844 in Yuma and 815 in Douglas; 42,422
inmates statewide have been tested. A total of 1,517 prison staff members have self-reported testing
positive, the department said. Twenty-six incarcerated people in Arizona have been confirmed to have
died of COVID-19, with seven additional deaths under investigation.

Reported deaths

Deaths by county: 4,542 in Maricopa, 853 in Pima, 448 in Yuma, 317 in Pinal, 295 in Navajo, 291 in
Mohave, 213 in Apache, 194 in Coconino, 154 in Yavapai, 115 in Gila, 101 in Cochise, 85 in Santa
Cruz, 41 in Graham, 25 in La Paz and three in Greenlee.

The global death toll as of Thursday morning was 1,652,906 and the U.S. had the highest death count of
any country in the world, at 307,770, according to Johns Hopkins University. Arizona’s death total of
7,677 deaths represents 2.49% of COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. as of Wednesday.
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Final stretch is in sight for relief deal
Andrew Taylor

Arizona Republic

December 18, 2020

Congressional negotiators on the long-delayed $900 billion COVID-19 economic relief package worked
through a handful of remaining holdups Thursday as they labored to seal a final agreement to provide
more help to businesses and the unemployed and new stimulus payments to most Americans.

Top congressional leaders also finally acknowledged they will have to pass a temporary
governmentwide funding bill to avoid a partial shutdown Friday at midnight, though House leaders
haven’t scheduled a vote yet.

The central elements of the hardfought aid compromise appeared in place: more than $300 billion in aid
to businesses; a $300-per-week bonus federal jobless benefit and renewal of soon-to-expire state
benefits; $600 direct payments to individuals; vaccine distribution funds and money for renters, schools,
the U.S. Postal Service and people needing food aid.

But hang-ups involving Federal Reserve powers, state and local government matching requirements for
disaster grants, and myriad smaller disagreements over non-pandemic add-ons have slowed progress,
aides involved in the negotiations said.

A top negotiator warned that the current set of problems could knock the talks off track.

“Do we want to lapse into politics as usual and let negotiations lose steam? Do we want to haggle and
spar like this was an ordinary political exercise?” asked Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-
Ky. “Or, on the other hand, after months of inaction, do we want to move swiftly and with unusual
bipartisanship to close out our issues, seal the deal and write text that can quickly pass into law?”

McConnell’s warning came as negotiators sought to fine-tune compromises to complete the second
major relief package of the pandemic. It’s the first significant legislative response to the pandemic since
the landmark CARES Act in March, which delivered $1.8 trillion in aid and more generous jobless
benefits and direct payments to individuals. Since then, Democrats have repeatedly called for further
major steps to provide relief and battle the pandemic, while Republicans have sought to more fully
reopen the economy and to avoid further padding the government’s $27 trillion debt.

President-elect Joe Biden is eager for an aid package to prop up the economy and deliver direct aid to
the jobless and hungry, even though the package falls short of what Democrats want. He called the
emerging version “an important down payment” and promised more help next year.

“We made some progress this morning,” said House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., as she entered the
Capitol on Thursday.

The details were still being worked out, but more than $300 billion in subsidies for business, including a
second round of “paycheck protection” payments to especially hard-hit businesses, is locked in, as is
$25 billion to help struggling renters with their payments, a temporary 15% or so increase in food stamp
benefits, additional farm subsidies and a $10 billion bailout for the Postal Service.
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Subpoena voting machines? Note irony

Arizona Republic
December 18, 2020

The state Senate on Tuesday slapped not one but two subpoenas on Maricopa County, demanding that
county elections officials turn over the 2.1 million ballots cast in last month's election along with all
Dominion Voting Systems machinery and software.

No word on whether the Senate has the authority to order the county to turn over equipment for an audit
or who will pick up the tab.

The subpoenas came just a day after state and county officials spent six hours explaining to legislators
why the various conspiracy theories about how Arizona’s election was stolen are a load of horsepucky.

So naturally, at the conclusion of Monday’s marathon meeting, Senate Judiciary Chairman Eddie
Farnsworth announced he would issue subpoenas to audit the tabulation machines used in Maricopa
County.

“There is evidence of tampering,” the Gilbert Republican flatly stated. “There is evidence of fraud.”

There is also evidence that some Republicans are now completely and utterly untethered to reality.

It remains to be seen whether one state legislator has the power to order an audit of what people had for
lunch, much less an examination of all 359 voting machines used by another branch of government.

According to state law, the chamber's presiding officer or a legislative committee chair can subpoena
witnesses to appear before his or her committee. It says nothing about subpoenas that force other
branches of government to conduct audits.

But on Tuesday, Senate President Karen Fann announced that Farnsworth sent the county two
subpoenas with her blessing: one calling for a “scanned ballot audit” to collect electronic images of all
mail-in ballots and another calling for “a full forensic audit” of tabulation machines along with the
software, election management system used in the election and all administrative passwords and security
fobs.

She wants it all by 5 p.m. on Friday.

The irony of what Republicans are seeking, however, is worth noting.

Maricopa County officials were actually planning an audit of the county's Dominion Voting Systems
machinery earlier this month, along with a hand count of all votes, to try to satisfy the concerns of
Republicans who continue to believe that skullduggery was afoot.

But Clint Hickman, chairman of the Board of Supervisors, said he had to put it on hold because state

GOP Chairwoman Kelli Ward keeps dragging the county into court, crying fraud. The machines and
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ballots would be considered evidence, and no lawyer worth his salt is going to allow them to be audited
while the lawsuits continue.

But I digress. Monday’s Senate Judiciary Committee hearing was ... well, it was educational if you
actually listened to the various public officials who took great pains to answer Republican legislators’
questions.

Arizona Mirror’s Jim Small and Laura Gomez did a solid rundown of the hearing, in which the Senate
panel heard from Supervisor Hickman as well as the county’s election director, a deputy county attorney
who handled elections issues and two people from the Attorney General’s Election Integrity Unit.

All five testified that there was no evidence of fraud, manipulation, tampering or any hint of the various
nefarious plots dreamed up by Republicans to explain Trump’s loss.

“I want voters to be 100% confident, to be as confident as I am in this process,” said Scott Jarrett, who
was appointed by the GOP-dominated Board of Supervisors to oversee the county’s election.

He and the other four witnesses addressed a variety of conspiracies floating about. Among them: Were
Republican election observers shut out?

Actually, there were more observers from both parties in this election than ever before, according to
Jarrett, and they witnessed every part of the election process. They were there when early ballots were
collected from drop boxes, to verify that the seals placed on the boxes to prevent tampering were intact.
And though public health protocols required them to maintain a six-foot distance, they were there for the
verification of signatures and the counting of early ballots.

What about those late “spikes” of votes for Biden you hear about on social media? Didn’t happen in
Arizona, Jarrett said. In fact, it was Trump, not Biden, who surged among the ballots counted late in the

process.

What about rigged voting machinery? Jarret said Dominion's tabulation machines passed every preand
post-election test in all three elections in 2020 (the presidential preference, the primary and the general).

He ran down the county safeguards that would prevent Dominion employees from altering the election
results or secretly programming the machines to flip Trump votes to Biden.

For one thing, the machines aren’t connected to the internet.

In order to operate, each machine must have two identical memory cards that were programmed at the
same time or it won’t read votes. And seals are placed over the memory-card

slots so that if someone tampers with them, it’1l be detected.

The machines also are under video surveillance 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The camera feed is
even streamed online.

To access a machine, you would need a security fob, an administration password and a unique PIN.
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“There 1s,” Jarrett said, “no possible way for the program to be changed during the course of the
election.”

Ah, but did anyone double-check the results to make sure votes weren’t flipped? If the machines were
rigged, Jarrett said that would have turned up in the hand-count audit and accuracy testing conducted
after the election.

The batches of votes to be sampled, a set number required by law, were chosen by officials from both
political parties.

Every one of those audits and accuracy tests in all three 2020 elections — including 47,000 votes audited
after the general election — showed a 100% match between the votes counted by hand and the votes

counted by the machines.

What about all those people who voted illegally? Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani suggested that several
hundred thousand immigrants who are in this country illegally voted in Arizona.

Assistant Attorney General Jennifer Wright said the Election Integrity Unit culled through thousands of
vague election complaints about the election, filed via an online form, to come up with something it
could actually investigate. The unit is now looking into claims that 38 people voted illegally in Arizona.

Trump lost the state by more than 10,000 votes.

Or not, according to the true believers who were moved not one iota of an inch after hearing six hours of
assurances that Arizona's election was freely and fairly held.

“Nothing's 100% secure. If people want to cheat they're going to cheat,” observed Sen. Sonny Borrelli.

And if people are going to believe the election was stolen after eight unsuccessful lawsuits, I'm guessing
that not even a clean audit will change that. Next, they'll want something else.

But hey, audit away. I'm all for it as long as Republicans agree to abide by the results of the audit (and
the party can pay for it, too).

Farnsworth says his legislative subpoenas will help restore confidence that Arizona elections was free of
“tampering, manipulation and fraud.”

Maybe his subpoenas also will restore sanity after six weeks of absolute chaos and an absence of any
evidence that the fix was in.

But I wouldn’t count on it.
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Valley fire leaders receive coronavirus vaccine, hope others will follow
By Ali Vetnar

KTAR News

December 18, 2020

Three leaders from the fire service in Arizona rolled up their sleeves Thursday morning for their first
doses of the Pfizer coronavirus vaccine.

Scottsdale Fire Chief Tom Shannon drove the group through the point of distribution vaccination site in
north Phoenix. In collaboration with Mayo Clinic, HonorHealth expects to vaccinate 1,000 people a day
at the site going forward.

“I shouldn’t be first in line, but I really felt it was important to show my troops — hey let’s go do this and
be on the front side of this thing and protect the public,” Shannon said after he received his vaccine.

The Scottsdale Fire Department has been hit hard by the coronavirus pandemic. The department has had
70 firefighters have tested positive for COVID-19.

Four members have fallen critically ill with the virus, including one who may have their career ended
due to lasting side effects.

Phoenix Fire Captain Bryan Willingham, who serves as the Vice President for the United Phoenix
Firefighters Local 393 union, was also part of the group to receive the vaccine. He contracted the virus
just weeks ago. Even though he has since recovered, he has been eager to get the vaccine for many
reasons.

“It’s my responsibility as a father, to protect my crew — it’s my responsibility as a captain, to protect our
firefighters and the community because it’s my responsibility as a union leader,” Willingham said.

Willingham said he’s worried about bringing the virus home because he’s married to a cancer survivor
and has five children — one of which he described as immunocompromised. With the vaccine, he feels
more confident working on the front lines.

Willingham noted some firefighters who are part of the United Phoenix Firefighters Association are
wary to get the vaccine.

“There are some that are hesitant about it, that’s another major reason I wanted to come down and
demonstrate to our firefighter brother and sisters on the job that this is safe,” he said. “I don’t blame
some people for not trusting it, but you can also get the answers to your questions if you do your
research.”
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United Scottsdale Firefighters Association President Sasha Weller also received his first dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine Thursday morning.

He wanted to set an example alongside his fire chief for other members to follow in their footsteps.

“Our members are out there on the front lines every single day; they’re dealing with the sickest people
that are out there in the community and we want them to be protected,” Weller said.

The three men had no side effects following their first doses.
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Arizona reports 7,635 new coronavirus cases, 142 more deaths
KTAR News
December 18, 2020

Mesa Fire Department Capt. Jeff Stieber receives the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for COVID-19 at the
Arizona Department of Health Services State Laboratory from nurse Machrina Leach, Wednesday, Dec.
16, 2020, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)

This is a regularly updated story with the latest information about the coronavirus and its impact in
Arizona and beyond for Dec. 18, 2020.

Arizona health officials on Friday reported 7,635 new coronavirus cases and 142 additional deaths,
while the state’s hospitals continued to fill up.

It was the third consecutive day with at least 100 deaths reported. Until Thursday, there’d never been
back-to-back days in triple digits.

The state’s documented totals increased to 442,671 COVID-19 infections and 7,819 fatalities, according
to the Arizona Department of Health Services.

While the vaccine rollout was starting this week, multiple COVID-19 metrics in Arizona were at or
approaching the highest levels of the pandemic.

The number of Arizona’s confirmed or suspected COVID-19 hospital inpatients was up to 3,931 on
Thursday, the seventh consecutive record-setting day.

The number of Arizona’s confirmed or suspected COVID-19 patients in ICU beds was 915, the most
since July 16 and closing in on the July 13 record of 970.

Ducey pleads with Arizonans to get coronavirus vaccine when available
Statewide, suspected or confirmed COVID-19 patients took up a record-high 46% of all inpatient beds
as well as 52% of all ICU beds.
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Overall, inpatient beds were 93% filled, tying the previous day’s record, and ICU beds were also 93%
filled, a new record high. The number of remaining inpatient beds (618) and ICU beds (128) were both
at record low points for the pandemic.

Arizona’s weekly percent positivity for COVID-19 diagnostic testing, an indicator of how much the
virus is spreading in the community, is showing signs of leveling off.

Through 63,019 tests this week, the positivity rate was 17%. The rate, which was 18% the previous two
weeks, peaked at 21% at the end of June.

Official positivity rates are based on when the samples are taken, not when they are reported, so the
percentage for recent weeks can fluctuate as labs get caught up on testing and the results are documented
by the state.

The rolling seven-day average for the health department’s newly reported cases was 6,786.71 for
Thursday, according to tracking by The Associated Press, the second-highest ever.

The seven-day average of newly reported deaths has surged this month. It was at 74.71 for Thursday,
tripling since Dec. 1 to the highest level since Aug. 2. The weekly death average peaked July 30 at 94.

The Arizona health department’s daily reports present case, death and testing data after the state receives
statistics and confirms them, which can lag by several days or more. They don’t represent the actual
activity over the past 24 hours.

The hospitalization data posted each morning is reported electronically the previous evening by 100
hospitals across the state, as required under executive order.

COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel coronavirus, has no impact on some people and is seriously
debilitating or fatal for others. Infected people without symptoms — which include but are not limited to
cough, fever and difficulty breathing — are capable of spreading the virus.
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Health expert says more approvals will speed up Arizona virus immunizations
By Kaci Demarest

KTAR News

December 18, 2020

Nurse Machrina Leach preps the first dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for COVID-19 at the
Arizona Department of Health Services State Laboratory, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2020, in Phoenix. The
Pfizer vaccine was almost 95 percent effective at preventing patients from contracting COVID-19 and
caused no major side effects in a trial of nearly 44,000 people. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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PHOENIX — A prominent Arizona health official said as more coronavirus vaccines start to gain
approval from the Food and Drug Administration, it will be easier to ramp up vaccinations across the
state.

Arizona Public Health Association Executive Director Will Humble told KTAR News 92.3 FM’s
Gaydos & Chad on Thursday that the more people who receive the coronavirus vaccine, the faster the
community will be able to achieve herd immunity against the virus.

“You have to add on all those people that have been infected and recovered because they’re vaccinated
too, they’re vaccinated by the real virus and recovered,” Humble said.

“If you had 60% of the public vaccinated and another 15% probably 20% [infected] in Arizona given the
way we’re going, then you’re up to 80% and that’s probably herd immunity for this virus.”

Health officials have urged people to get the coronavirus vaccine as soon as it becomes available to
them; however, mass vaccination for the general population isn’t expected until the spring.

The first Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus vaccines were distributed in Arizona this week and larger-scale
operations are starting to ramp up to vaccinate health care workers and residents in long-term care
facilities.

“This is emergency, it’s not full approval,” Humble said. “The difference is for the full approval of the
vaccine, they’ll have to follow the people in the clinical trials for a couple more months, but I support
going with emergency use authorization because we’re in such a pickle.”

Humble, who was formerly the director of the Arizona Department of Health Services, noted that as
additional vaccines gain emergency approval it will ease the strain of attempting to accomplish the
largest vaccination effort in U.S. history.

An FDA panel endorsed a second COVID-19 vaccine, Moderna, on Thursday, paving the way for the
shot to be added to the U.S. vaccination campaign. The agency is expected to issue emergency
authorization shortly for the vaccine.

Johnson & Johnson and Oxford-Astrazeneca’s coronavirus vaccines are expected to be the next
coronavirus vaccines in line to ask for emergency use authorization from the federal agency. Those
hearings could come after the first of the year.

Humble noted that vaccines from Moderna and Astrazeneca that don’t have to be kept as cold as the
Pfizer vaccine could open the door to more easily vaccinating those in more rural parts of the state.

He said Astrazeneca could be a “game changer” for the U.S. because the company has a large contract
with the federal government and is able to mass produce its vaccine.

Additionally, it only has to be refrigerated, which would pave the way to vaccinating people in clinical
settings like doctor’s offices and community health centers.
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The distribution of the coronavirus vaccine this week has provided a light at the end of the tunnel as
infections continue to surge in Arizona and across the country.

On Thursday, state health officials reported 5,817 new coronavirus cases and 147 additional deaths,
bringing the documented totals to 435,036 COVID-19 infections and 7,677 fatalities.
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Some states say Pfizer vaccine allotments cut for next week
KTAR News
December 18, 2020

Several states say they have been told to expect far fewer doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19
vaccine in its second week of distribution, prompting worries about potential delays in shots for health
care workers and long-term care residents.

But senior Trump administration officials on Thursday downplayed the risk of delays, citing a confusion
over semantics, while Pfizer said its production levels have not changed.

The first U.S. doses were administered Monday, and already this week, hundreds of thousands of
people, mostly health care workers, have been vaccinated. The pace is expected to increase next week,
assuming Moderna gets federal authorization for its vaccine.

Efforts to help ward off the coronavirus come amid a staggering death toll that surpassed 300,000 on
Monday. Johns Hopkins University says about 2,400 people are dying daily in the U.S., which is
averaging more than 210,000 cases per day.

In recent days, governors and health leaders in more than a dozen states have said the federal
government has told them that next week’s shipment of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine will be less than
originally projected.

Little explanation was offered, leaving many state officials perplexed.

“This is disruptive and frustrating,” Washington Gov. Jay Inslee, a Democrat, wrote on Twitter
Thursday after learning from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that the state’s allocation
would be cut by 40%. “We need accurate, predictable numbers to plan and ensure on-the-ground
success.”

California, where an explosion in cases is straining intensive care units to the breaking point, will
receive 160,000 fewer vaccine doses than state officials had anticipated next week — a roughly 40%
reduction.
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California hospitals began vaccinations this week from the first Pfizer shipment of 327,000 doses and
had expected even more to arrive next week. Instead, officials have been told to expect about 233,000
doses, said Erin Mellon, a spokeswoman for Gov. Gavin Newsom.

Missouri’s health director, Dr. Randall Williams, said his state will get 25% to 30% less of the vaccine
next week than anticipated. A statement from the lowa Department of Public Health said its allocation
will be “reduced by as much as 30%, however we are working to gain confirmation and additional
details from our federal partners.”

Michigan’s shipment will drop by about a quarter. Connecticut, Georgia, Illinois, Kansas, Montana,
Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire and Indiana also have been told to expect smaller shipments.

“States need clear and precise updates and information from the federal government as we continue the
large and complex process of distributing this critical COVID-19 vaccine across the nation and here in
Nevada,” the state’s Democratic Gov. Steve Sisolak, said in a statement after his state’s second
allocation was cut 42% to 17,550 doses. “To slash allocations for states — without any explanation
whatsoever — is disruptive and baffling.”

Hawaii’s health department said as much as 40% of its doses will be delayed, but it still expects to
receive nearly 46,000 doses by the end of the month.

Gov. Brian Kemp on Thursday said Georgia is in line to receive 60,000 doses next week after initially
expecting 99,000. Still, the Republican governor has had little but praise for the vaccination effort and
did not strongly object to the decreased amount.

“I wish it were a lot more, but it could be zero right now if you look at the past history of vaccines,”
Kemp said.

In Washington, D.C., two senior Trump administration officials who spoke on condition of anonymity to
discuss internal planning said states will receive their full allocations, but misunderstandings about
vaccine supply and changes to the delivery schedule may be creating confusion.

One official said the initial numbers of available doses that were provided to states were projections
based on information from the manufacturers, not fixed allocations. Some state officials may have
misunderstood that, the official said.

The two officials also said that changes the federal government made to the delivery schedule, at the
request of governors, may be contributing to a mistaken impression that fewer doses are coming. The
key change involves spacing out delivery of states’ weekly allocations over several days to make
distribution more manageable.

“They will get their weekly allocation, it just won’t come to them on one day,” one official said.

Pfizer made it clear that as far as production goes, nothing has changed.

AZ-SEN-21-0466, 21-0473, 21-0477, 21-0480, 21-0481-B,
21-0472, 21-0476-C, 21-0465, 21-0469-D, 21-0468, 21-0640-E-000308

ARZN_REV00068495_December 18 ,2020.docx



“Pfizer has not had any production issues with our COVID-19 vaccine, and no shipments containing the
vaccine are on hold or delayed,” spokesman Eamonn Nolan said in an email. “We are continuing to
dispatch our orders to the locations specified by the U.S. government.”

The company said in a written statement that this week it “successfully shipped all 2.9 million doses that
we were asked to ship by the U.S. Government to the locations specified by them. We have millions
more doses sitting in our warehouse but, as of now, we have not received any shipment instructions for
additional doses.”

The senior administration officials said Pfizer’s statement about doses awaiting shipping instructions,
while technically accurate, conveniently omits the explanation: It was planned that way.

The federal officials said Pfizer committed to provide 6.4 million doses of its vaccine in the first week
after approval. But the federal Operation Warp Speed had already planned to distribute only 2.9 million
of those doses right away. Another 2.9 million were to be held at Pfizer’s warehouse to guarantee that
individuals vaccinated the first week would be able to get their second shot later to make protection fully
effective. Finally, the government is holding an additional 500,000 doses as a reserve against unforeseen
problems.

Pfizer said it remains confident it can deliver up to 50 million doses globally this year and up to 1.3
billion doses in 2021.
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Pence, wife Karen, surgeon general get COVID-19 vaccines
KTAR News
December 18, 2020

Vice President Mike Pence became the highest ranking U.S. official to receive the first dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine on Friday in a live-television event aimed at reassuring Americans the shot is safe.
He celebrated the milestone as “a medical miracle” that could eventually contain the raging pandemic.

Conspicuously missing from the victory lap: President Donald Trump, who has remained largely out of
sight five days into the largest vaccination campaign in the nation’s history.

Pence, meanwhile, has taken an increasingly visible role in highlighting the safety and efficacy of the
shots, including touring a vaccine production facility this week. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell both said Thursday that they will get vaccinated in the next few days.
President-elect Joe Biden expects to receive his shot as soon as next week.

“I didn’t feel a thing. Well done,” Pence told the technicians from Walter Reed National Military
Medical Center who administered his Pfizer-BioNTech shot early Friday morning. Pence didn’t flinch
during the quick prick, nor did his wife, Karen, or Surgeon General Jerome Adams, who also received
shots during the televised White House event in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building.
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“Hope is on the way,” Pence later said. “The American people can be confident: We have one and
perhaps within hours two safe vaccines,” he added, referring to the FDA’s expected authorization of a
second vaccine by Moderna.

He did not respond to shouted questions about why the president wasn’t headlining a similar event.

Adams, who is Black, emphasized the “the importance of representation” in outreach to at-risk
communities and encouraged Americans to avoid disinformation around the vaccines.

Five days into the largest vaccination campaign in the nation’s history, Trump has been largely absent
from the effort to sell the American public on what aides hope will be a key part of his legacy. He has
held no public events to trumpet the rollout. He hasn’t been inoculated himself. And he has tweeted
fewer than a handful of times about the shot.

Trump’s relative silence comes as he continues to stew about his defeat in the Nov. 3 election and
embraces increasingly extreme efforts to overturn the people’s will. He’s pushed aside the plans of aides
who wanted him to be the public face of the vaccination campaign, eschewing visits to labs and
production facilities to thank workers, or hosting efforts to build public confidence in the shot, according
to people familiar with the conversations.

The sheepish approach has been surprising, especially for a president rarely shy to take credit, said
Lawrence Gostin, a professor at Georgetown Law who focuses on public health.

“The president’s relatively low profile on the COVID response since the election is curious and counter
to Mr. Trump’s own interests,” he said. Gostin, who has criticized Trump’s handling of the pandemic in
the past, said that he “deserves a great deal of credit” for Operation Warp Speed and placing a bet on
two vaccines that use groundbreaking mRNA technology.

“Having exhibited leadership in the vaccines’ development, he should take great pride in publicly
demonstrating his trust in COVID vaccines,” he said.

Trump did appear at a White House “summit” ahead of the Food and Drug Administration’s approval of
the Pfizer vaccine last week. That event included an introductory video highlighting the past comments
of those — including top government infectious-disease expert Dr. Anthony Fauci — who doubted a
shot would be ready this year.

Trump “will continue to update the country through a variety of means while giving medical
professionals and hardworking staff at OWS the space to do their jobs and save lives,” said White House
deputy press secretary Brian Morgenstern.

But many Trump aides are puzzled by his low profile now that the vaccine is actually being injected.
They see it as a missed opportunity for the president, who leaves office at noon on Jan. 20, to claim
credit for helping oversee the speedy development and deployment of the vaccine that is expected to
finally contain the virus that has killed more than 310,000 Americans.

Trump himself has tried to minimize any credit that might go to his successor, Biden, who will preside
over the bulk of the nationwide injection campaign next year.
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“Don’t let Joe Biden take credit for the vaccines,” Trump has told reporters. “Don’t let him take credit
for the vaccines because the vaccines were me, and I pushed people harder than they’ve ever been
pushed before.”

Despite Trump’s claims, FDA scientists were the ones who came up with the idea for Operation Warp
Speed, the White House-backed effort through which millions of doses of coronavirus vaccines and
treatments are being manufactured even as they are still being evaluated. And much of the groundwork
for the shots was laid over the past decade, including through research on messenger RNA, or mRNA,
used in the vaccines developed by both Pfizer and Moderna. Pfizer developed its vaccine outside
Operation Warp Speed but is partnering with the federal government on manufacturing and distribution.

Trump’s low-key approach could have an impact on public health. Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top
infectious disease expert, told NBC News this week that 75% to 85% of the nation needs to be
vaccinated to achieve “herd immunity,” making the public education campaign about the vaccine’s
safety all the more pressing.

A survey from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research found that only about
half of Americans want to get the vaccine as soon as possible. Another quarter of the public isn’t sure,
while the remaining quarter say they aren’t interested. Some simply oppose vaccines in general. Others
are concerned that the injections have been rushed and want to see how the rollout goes.

Trump, who was hospitalized with COVID-19 in October, has yet to indicate when or if he will receive
the shot.

According to guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, there is not yet enough
information to determine whether those who have had COVID-19, like Trump, should get the vaccine.
Still, Fauci recommended that Trump take it publicly without delay.

“Even though the president himself was infected, and he has, likely, antibodies that likely would be
protective, we’re not sure how long that protection lasts. So, to be doubly sure, I would recommend that
he get vaccinated as well as the vice president,” Fauci told ABC News.

White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany told reporters this week that Trump, who has
previously spread misinformation about other vaccines “wants to send a parallel message which is, you
know, our long-term care facility residents and our front-line workers are paramount in importance,” she
said.

Gostin disagreed. “It will be enormously damaging to public trust in the vaccine if President Trump isn’t
visibly enthusiastic, including getting his shot on national television,” he argued. “It simply isn’t good
enough to have Vice President Pence as a proxy.”
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Arizona state trooper shot at during traffic stop in Phoenix
KTAR News
December 18, 2020

An Arizona Department of Public Safety trooper was shot at by a bystander during a traffic stop in
Phoenix early Friday morning, authorities said.

The incident occurred around 12:30 a.m. near 27th Avenue and McDowell Road, according to the
Phoenix Police Department.

Related Links

Police searching for suspect in connection to deadly Arizona bar fight

DPS educating Arizona drivers about upcoming texting and driving ban

The trooper was conducting a traffic stop when a man standing across the street shot at him, police said.
The trooper and the driver in the traffic stop did not suffer any injuries during the incident.

A 33-year-old man was arrested in connection with the shooting, authorities said.

An investigation into the incident is ongoing.
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Coconino County Year in Review: COVID-19 response and countywide changes
Kaitlin Olson

Arizona Daily Sun

December 18, 2020

Coconino County has been a leader in local COVID-19 response from the beginning, with its health
department collecting specimen samples for COVID-19 testing, conducting contact tracing, and
reporting numbers from throughout the county in a daily data dashboard as county leaders strive to
continue the organization’s normal operations and services. Here are some of the top county stories of
2020:

COVID-19 early response

The Coconino Country Board of Supervisors declared a State of Emergency due to the outbreak of
COVID-19 on March 18 -- the same day the first local presumptive positive case was recorded -- to
allow the county to provide and request emergency resources. Coconino County Health and Human
Services (CCHHS) had created a COVID-19 Incident Command Team to prepare for the pandemic in
January and in March established an Emergency Operations Center.

Coconino County became the first state agency to set up COVID-19 drive-up specimen collection sites,
which began operating March 16 to allow allowing individuals with doctors’ orders to be tested for the
disease using nasal swabs. For a short time, two specimen sites were available, at both Fort Tuthill and
Coconino Community College’s Fourth Street campus, but the CCC site was phased out and Fort Tuthill
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eventually opened to everyone interested in testing, which was later expanded to use saliva samples
through a partnership with Arizona State University and the Arizona Department of Health Services.

Coconino County declares state of emergency for COVID-19
In a special session Wednesday morning, the Coconino County Board of Supervisors declared a ...

Hotel Aspen

Among its COVID-19 response efforts, one of Coconino County’s most costly initiatives was to support
individuals experiencing homelessness through a partnership with Hotel Aspen to provide shelter for
low-risk COVID-19 patients to allow them to social distance and free up beds in the hospital.

Between March 19 and Sept. 4, the county spent a total of $1.7 million on Hotel Aspen, a cost not
reimbursed by the state, leading the county to end the partnership this fall and instead work to support
Flagstaft Shelter Services’ own efforts to provide hotel rooms at another location for its clients who
tested positive.

County closes Hotel Aspen to partner with Flagstaff Shelter Services
Marva Tsosie can see the world bustling from her window. But for now, her only goal is to quarantine
until she recovers from the fever, drowsiness and indigestion after testing positive for COVID-19.

New Leaders

In the November general election, Patrice Horstman, Matt Ryan and Judy Begay were selected to fill the
three contested seats for four-year terms on the Coconino County Board of Supervisors, joining
incumbents Liz Archuleta and Lena Fowler, who ran unopposed for their districts.

Ryan will begin his seventh term on the board in January, while Horstman will replace District 1°s Art
Babbott, who has served two terms on the board, while Begay will replace Jim Parks of District 4, who
served one term.

Joanne Keene, previously Northern Arizona University’s executive vice president and chief of staff, was
named deputy county manager in February to fill the position vacated by Mike Townsend. As one of
three deputy county managers, she works with the Information Technology, Human Resources and
Facilities Management departments.

To fill Townsend’s other role as county director of finance/chief financial officer, the board appointed
Siri Mullanney, a certified public accountant, in June. Both Keene and Mullanney previously worked for
the county.

Democrats Horstman, Ryan, Begay take Coconino County Supervisor seats
Democrats Patrice Horstman, Matt Ryan and Judy Begay will fill the three contested seats for. ..

Joanne Keene named Deputy County Manager
Coconino County has appointed Joanne Keene as its new deputy manager to fill the position va...

Staff departures
In addition to Supervisors Babbott and Parks, other leaders announced they would be leaving this year.
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Deputy County Manager Marie Peoples announced in November she would be exiting her position in
early 2021 to accept the role as city manager for Webster Groves, Missouri. She has been with the
county for seven years, serving as chief health officer until she was appointed deputy county manager in
2018.

In early April, CCHHS Director Thomas Pristow resigned from the county after just seven months in the
role, leaving Deputy Director Michael Oxtoby to fill the position in the interim. Director of Special
Initiatives Kim Musselman also assumed Pristow’s role as deputy incident commander for the county’s
COVID response.

County Manager James Jayne announced his July 2021 retirement in December, launching a search
process for his replacement who he will advise until he retires. Jayne joined the county in August 2017
and was appointed county manager about a year later. He previously served as Navajo County manager.
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Coconino County Manager James Jayne to retire in July 2021
Arizona Daily Sun
December 18, 2020

Coconino County Manager James Jayne will be retiring from county service effective July 2, 2021 after
decades of public service.

Jayne previously served as Navajo County Manager.

“I understand this may be a surprise to many - my season is changing, and I am excited to spend more
time with my family, including my two granddaughters,” Jayne said in a press release. “I am proud of
my 30 years of public service at the federal, state and local government level that has afforded me a
richness of community and a depth of service for which I will always be grateful. Coconino County has
been a pinnacle of my career and is a special place for me.”

The Board of Supervisors will now develop a search process and recruitment for the next County
Manager. After a new manager is selected, Jayne will continue serving in an advisory capacity,
supporting the board and new manager until his retirement.

“County Manager Jayne has had an exemplary career and is the embodiment of a true public servant,”
said Coconino County Board Chairwoman, Liz Archuleta. “He has a deep caring for our team members
and residents. Coconino County has benefited greatly from his wisdom, expertise and stewardship.
During his time, he has led our County through some significant challenges — the Tinder and Museum
Fires as well as the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic response. We are grateful for the leadership of
Manager Jayne. His accomplishments and commitment to public service has made an enduring
impression on Coconino County.”

The County will announce its search process for the County Manager when finalized by the Board of
Supervisors.
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Power plant stacks that loomed over Arizona come down
By Felicia Fonseca

Arizona Daily Sun

December 18, 2020

Three towering concrete stacks that were the most visual reminders of a coal-fired power plant that
operated for decades along the Arizona-Utah state line came down Friday.

The 775-foot (236-meter) structures loomed over the Navajo Generating Station, a 2,250 megawatt plant
that closed last year as natural gas became a cheaper alternative for electricity. Their flashing lights
became a beacon in the community and a sign to travelers in a remote area that they were approaching
Page.

“I have mixed emotions because I've spent most of my life as a constructor, and now I'm wearing a
different hat in the demolition mode,” said Gary Barras, a project management director for the Salt River
Project, the Arizona utility that operated the plant. “I know personally how hard it was to design and
build those stacks.”

A series of booms echoed through the region that includes iconic tourist destinations such as Lake
Powell, slot canyons and Horseshoe Bend as the stacks fell one by one. Clouds of dust covered what's
left of the power plant, sitting low on the landscape before drifting away.

Thousands of people lined roadways and gathered in parking lots to watch it happen.

Environmentalists and some members of the Navajo and Hopi tribes fought years to shut down the plant
that was among the largest in the West in favor of a switch to renewable energy.

“We are witnessing an artifact of a time when a coal-fired power plant was preferable to damming the
Grand Canyon,” said Roger Clark of the Grand Canyon Trust. “We’ve since learned that cooking the
planet to keep Phoenicians cool is a bad idea.”

The power plant was built to power the Southwest and a canal system that delivers Colorado River water
to Arizona’s major metropolitan areas. It shut down in November 2019.

The stacks came down in a way that's similar to cutting down a tree. Crews sawed the back side of the
stacks so they would fall to the northeast largely on to concrete pads where water treatment, ash
handling and brine concentrator systems once stood.

Crews also gutted transformers, wiring and elevators from the first 30 feet (9 meters) of the stacks to
prepare. Small blocks of concrete were cut and knocked out of the structures to weaken them. Windows
and vents were removed and reinforced to keep the stacks from twisting, said Nathan Betts, construction
manager for Tetra Tech, the company overseeing contractors on site.
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To prevent the stacks from falling earlier, crews didn't release the last bit of tension until Friday morning
before detonating about 1,530 pounds (694 kilograms) of dynamite.

The stacks fell sequentially within seconds of one another. Crews will come in after the dust settles to
separate rebar from concrete and recycle what they can.

No one was allowed within a 2,000-foot (609-meter) radius of the stacks for safety reasons. The original
stacks were the same size but had been reduced to 220 feet (67 meters). They came down earlier this
year.

The work is part of a $150 million decommissioning of the plant that is on land leased by the Navajo
Nation. The buildings that housed the boilers — what Barras called the proverbial tea kettles — will go
next, he said.

Environmentalists said they'll keep close watch to ensure the plant is cleaned up as required before the
land is turned over to the Navajo Nation.
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Arizona reports over 100 virus deaths for 3rd straight day
By Paul Davenport

Arizona Daily Sun

December 18, 2020

Arizona on Friday reported over 100 additional known COVID-19 deaths for the third straight day along
with one of the largest daily increases in cases during the current surge.

The Department of Health Services reported 142 additional known deaths and 7,635 additional known
cases, increasing the statewide totals to 7,819 deaths and 442,671 cases.

COVID-19-related hospitalizations in Arizona reached 3,931 on Thursday, the latest in a string of
pandemic records started earlier this month. Before the current surge, the previous daily hospitalization
record was 3,517 on July 13 during the state’s summer surge.

Arizona hospitals are nearly at capacity, with only 7% of beds available and not in use.

Arizona’s coronavirus outbreak was already surging before the Thanksgiving holiday weekend but
accelerated since, and a senior official of a Phoenix-based hospital chain urged people to avoid
gatherings and take other precautions during upcoming holidays.

“We’re all feeling fatigued and ready for life to get back to normal, but if we follow safety guidelines
we’ll get there sooner rather than later," Dr. Marjorie Bessel, Banner Health’s chief clinical officer, said
Thursday night in an email.

Arizona on Wednesday reported 108 additional deaths, followed by 147 on Thursday.
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The state on Dec. 8 reported a record high of 12,314 additional confirmed coronavirus cases. The next
highest daily reports were 11,795 on Dec. 14, 10,322 on Dec. 1 and 8,076 on Dec. 12.

Seven-day rolling averages for three key COVID-19 metrics continued to increase over the past two
weeks, according to data from Johns Hopkins University and The COVID Tracking Project.

The rolling average of daily new cases rose from 4,585 on Dec. 3 to 6,786 on Thursday as the rolling
average of daily deaths rose from 36.1 to 74.7 and the rolling average of daily COVID-19 testing
positivity rose from 13% to 14.5%.

The number of infections is thought to be far higher than reported because many people have not been
tested, and studies suggest people can be infected with the virus without feeling sick.
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ASU to begin construction of multi-purpose arena in January
Arizona Daily Sun
December 18, 2020

Arizona State University plans next month to start construction of a multi-purpose arena that will be the
home venue for several Sun Devils sports teams and also be available for concerts, conferences and
youth competitions.

The Athletics Department said Wednesday the facility to be located south of Rio Salado Parkway and
east of Packard Drive on the Tempe campus will be home for the men's ice hockey, wrestling and
women's gymnastics.

Completion is scheduled for December 2022, azfamily.com reported.

The 5,000-seat facility will have 20 luxury suites, two group sites and a large club lounge. There will be
a a social deck on the east side of the 300-level and a 942-seat student section on the west side.

The arena will a locker room for ASU athletes and eight additional locker rooms for use by visiting
teams, youth programs, ASU club programs, and live events.

“This venue will not only provide an elite student-athlete experience, but will be an asset to our
community,” Vice President for University Athletics Ray Anderson said in a statement.
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In Today's Yellow Sheet December 18, 2020

MAYBE NEVER, EDDIE

Maricopa County will challenge E Farnsworth’s subpoenas in a complaint in
superior court and in a letter to Fann, county supervisors decided on a 4-1 vote
this afternoon.

WHO CAN TURN THIS MAGENTA COUNTY BLUE?
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Maricopa County Dems will vote for a new chair tomorrow in what appears to
be a two-way race between Nancy Schriber, the LD28 Dem chair, and Damian
Preciado, a vice chair of the Arizona Democratic Party.

BUT AMEND IT TO INCLUDE ONE YELLOW SHEET REPORTER
Bowie will try again to create a citizen task force to review all tax credits, state
revenue and expenses compared to other states.

THE LEGISLATIVE EQUIVALENT OF POURING ONE OUT FOR
KERN

Kavanagh wants to limit all future ballot initiatives to a single-subject, reviving
a Kern referendum that died last session due to the pandemic.

THERE CERTAINLY OUGHT TO BE A LAW
Barto reintroduced a bill she ran last year to keep doctors from performing
mvasive physical exams on unconscious women.

YOUR ELECTION WAS FAKE, MINE WAS LEGIT

Corporation Commissioner-clect Jim O’Connor thinks there was massive
clection fraud in Maricopa County — a county that helped make him the first
statewide candidate in history to win an election after winning a primary write-
n campaign.

WE HEAR HOWIE HAS 31 VOTES IN. THE BAG

Our request Wednesday for potential non-lawmaker candidates for the next
speaker of the House netted some good replies, including from one clected
Republican who offered up perhaps the most obvious choice: “The Donald.”

THE TACOS WON’T BE THE SAME WITHOUT YOU
Lynn Rita Moreno, the always-friendly co-owner of one of our favorite Capitol
haunts, Taqueria El Chino, died of Covid.
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YELLOW SHEET REPORT
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WAIT., ARE YOU SURE YOU WEREN'T HACKED?

Rodriguez likes and comments on a lot of pornography on his
secondary Twitter account, but when our reporter asked him
about it, he didn’t try to insist he was hacked or deny it was his
account — instead, his response was shockingly frank. After
initially arguing the graphic images he has liked and
commented on from his second account, @drod3897, aren’t !
pornography and that his Twitter isn’t a story, Rodriguez
owned up to his online activity, saying he expected a call from
a reporter someday. “Americans always have this puritanical
hang-up with sexuality,” he said. “I get it, and I guess it’s
salacious, but why do we give power to this attitude of |
morality and judging? If I was advocating something illegal,
that would be different, I guess, like overthrowing the
government.” Essentially, Rodriguez argued that lawmakers
are people — and people look at pornography. He noted that !
Trump paid adult actress Stormy Daniels hush money from his
campaign funds, and argued that many Republicans’ stance of moral purity is pure hypocrisy (think former
lawmaker and youth pastor Steve Montenegro’s sexting affair with a legislative staffer — a scandal he
initially attempted to flat-out lie about). “How many other lawmakers are comfortable being honest? Would
vou rather have me lie to my constituents?” he said. “I would like to think that my approach of being honest
about who I am is far superior from someone who pretends to be one way and then acts in another and then
denies it.” Rodriguez noted that he supports the legalization of sex work, and argued that expressions of
sexuality in an open and healthy way shouldn’t make people feel ashamed. The images Rodriguez liked and
commented on are of women, often tattooed and fully nude in very salacious poses, to which he has offered
comments like “This pic is Hall of Fame™ or “this feels amazing.” Those posts are interspersed between
tweets about Arizona politics. While most lawmakers take caution to not leave an easily visible digital trail
of their pornography viewing habits, Rodriguez said he’s not ashamed of viewing pom and noted he’s not
doing it on his main account, and isn’t posting it himself. (Our reporter previously noticed him replying
with fire emojis from his legislative account to a picture of a bikini-clad woman, though we couldn’t find
any pornography likes or comments there in a review today.) Asked if he plans to delete the account or
unlike posts, he said he probably not — adding he’s sure our reporter took screenshots, so doing so would be
pointless. “If the point of this story is that ‘Oh, he feels guilty,” you're not going to get that,” he said.

CAN WE SEE YOUR ONLYFANS RECEIPTS?

One progressive woman who saw Rodriguez’s posts argued that even though she agreed with his stance on
sex work, his Twitter feed doesn’t reflect the kind of model citizen that voters expect from their elected
officials. And she argued that if he’s going to use the feminist, sex-positive argument as a shield, “he better
be ready to show receipts that the content he’s viewing is sourced from a place where they pay their sex
workers fair wages with a safe working environment and health benefits.” A Democratic man who tipped
our reporter off to the account, which several lawmakers and politicos follow, said Rodriguez’s response
was “refreshingly honest™ but the account is still “pervy.” “Some of that sh*t is weird,” the source said.
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IT’S FESTIVUS SEASON

House Republicans today held a four-hour closed
caucus meeting to hash out their problems as Bowers
attempts to unify the divided caucus into a
functioning majority. The mandatory caucus meeting
wasn’t an organizational ~meeting, meaning
Republicans didn’t have the chance to hold another
vote for their leadership team. And it wasn’t an
attempt to take lawmakers to the woodshed, one
source said, but rather, a chance to talk the caucus’
problems through and hopefully come to a truce
before the issue festers in the 2021 session. The
meeting wrapped up shortly before our deadline, and
it’s unclear if the anti-Bowers faction of the caucus pledged to support him, but one lawmaker described it
as “productive, long and a kumbaya.” House Republicans are also holding a caucus retreat tonight at a dude
ranch in Pima County tonight, where there’s a mandatory 10 pm curfew as Covid cases spike statewide.
The retreat, which lawmakers do every year, won’t focus on policy and instead will be a chance to bond for
those who show up. (It’s unclear if Roberts will be there and Finchem is not expected to attend, though it’s
unclear if that’s due to his battle with the speaker or his recent Covid diagnosis (¥S. 12/11).) Toma, the
House majority leader, told our reporter today all events will be outside and lawmakers will be required to
wear masks and comply with any other precautions that the venue requires. He said he expects some of the
dissident lawmakers to show up and is cautiously optimistic that Republicans can start to repair some of the
riffs that have formed since the election, though he doesn’t expect to attempt any trust falls. “I’'m not a big
fan of that sort of thing — I think talking and having an open conversation is the best way to form
camaraderie,” he said.

MAYBE LATER, EDDIE

o e Maricopa County supervisors will meet again
tomorrow to decide how to handle Senate subpoenas
for election equipment and ballot images after failing
to reach an agreement during a nearly five-hour
executive session yesterday. E Farnsworth demanded
that the county turn over images of all mailed and
absentee ballots and provide access to all election
equipment no later than 5 pm on Friday. It’s unclear
whether Farnsworth even has the authority to demand
that information, as state statutes governing the
Legislature’s subpoena power primarily refers to
witnesses appearing before a committee and producing papers and documents. The Senate believes it has
that authority. “The U.S. Supreme Court has repeatedly held since the 1700s that the legislative power to
conduct investigations is inherent in the legislative process and that the power is very broad,” Senate GOP
spokesman Mike Philipsen said in an email. He repeatedly ignored questions about who will conduct the
audit of the machines. Rudy Giuliani’s hotel hearing presented so-called expert witnesses who lacked
qualifications to investigate election equipment — including a retired Army colonel who volunteered to
inspect the equipment during Giuliani’s event (Y5, 11/39). Maricopa County is prepared to hire its own
auditors, board chair Clint Hickman said during a legislative hearing on Monday, but it can’t do so until
ongoing litigation ends because the machines are considered evidence.
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SO MUCH FOR THE SECRET BALLOT

Farnsworth’s request for ballot images appears to fly in the face of a
state law that protects ballot images from physical and electronic
access. Griffin’s Laws 2017, Chapter 107 (ballot: electronic data;
digital images) dictates that electronic images of ballots must be kept
jJust as secure as paper ballots. Outside of the statutory hand count
audit and any court-ordered recounts, both physical ballots and their
electronic versions must be locked down. This also came up in one of
Kelli Ward’s post-election lawsuits, as attorneys sparred over whether
they could show images of the ballots Ward’s team had been given
leave to inspect. Those exhibits were kept under seal, visible to the
attorneys and judge but not in publicly accessible court documents. Cochise County Elections Director Lisa
Marra told our reporter many voters make identifying marks on their ballots, meaning that in some cases
it’s possible to deduce who the voter was. Some voters leave their initials if they make and correct an error,
the way they would on a contract, and some write their own names or their spouse’s names as write-in
candidates. “So many people write letters on their ballots. They write notes. They sign them. And we saw
more of that this year because people kept calling to say “When did you count my ballot? I need to know
exactly when you counted my ballot,”” Marra said. In other cases, even if voters don’t leave identifying
marks on their ballots, someone could try to deduce who cast a ballot based on marks showing what
precinct it’s from, or whether the voter used a special machine for voters with disabilities.

MAYBE LATER, MITZI

Republican lawmakers on the Joint Legislative Audit Committee shut down
Epstein’s request for an audit of the state’s unemployment system after
some initially said they supported the idea. Epstein requested a two-
pronged audit, to be completed by Oct 31, 2021, that would assess how to
improve processing of unemployment claims and determine whether the
computer system the state’s unemployment insurance division uses is up to
the task. Lawmakers from both parties have described spending much of
the pandemic trying to help constituents, many of whom have never before
been unemployed or underemployed, navigate the unemployment system.
As of ecarly November, the most recent period for which the Joint
Legislative Budget Committee reported employment figures, more than
95,000 Arizonans were out of work and collecting unemployment benefits.
A year ago, that number was around 20,000. Epstein’s proposal relied on
changing a planned review of the School Facilities Board to an internal
audit, giving the Auditor General the time and resources to conduct its own
review of the unemployment system. Republicans including J Allen
objected to that, arguing that the School Facilities Board needs special
attention. “Maybe we ought to look at the schedule a little more carefully
and find somebody else to move around, but the School Facilities Board is
one of those ones that I've always viewed as a loose cannon,” he said.
Allen voted against the proposal because he said issues with the
unemployment system should be handled by the full Legislature in
committees, while Gray said he would have supported the audit if its deadline were six months later. When
Epstein asked for a new motion on an audit to be completed by April 30, 2022, instead, Gray said he would
still vote against it because the previous motion had already passed and failed.
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THAT SOUNDS LIKE A JOB FOR CONGRESS

Increasing Arizona’s paltry $240-per-week unemployment
benefits remains a top priority for Democrats, but that’s almost
certainly not going to happen in the Republican-controlled
Legislature. Cobb spent much of her time during this morning’s
Arizona Capitol Times Morning Scoop event on unemployment
explaining that increases to unemployment benefits wouldn’t fly.
Replenishing the state’s unemployment insurance fund — which is
down to roughly $90 million from a high of $1.1 billion at the
start of the year — will be a priority next year, Cobb said. She
suggested Ducey allocate the remaining roughly $313 million from the CARES Act, which he must spend
by the end of the year, to the state’s unemployment fund, and said lawmakers will likely appropriate more
money during the legislative session. But Cobb balked at the idea of increasing unemployment taxes on
employers, either to replenish the fund or grow benefits. “We do not want to put an extra tax on our small
business people,” she said. The average tax rate employers pay per employee is 1.73 percent, while actual
rates can be as low as 0.05 percent, according to JLBC. However, the new stimulus package Congress is
mulling over might provide some relief. Lawmakers in DC appear to be closing in on a deal for a $900
billion stimulus package that would provide an additional $300 per week of federal funding for the next 10
weeks, down from the $600 per week that the first stimulus package offered (LINK).

Congressman Biggs Urges President Trump to Veto the End-of-Year
Omnibus Spending Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Last night, Congressman Andy Biggs led a letter to President Donald J. Trump, urging him
to veto the end-of-year omnibus spending bill expected to pass through Congress in the coming days.

Representatives Chip Roy (TX-21), Jody Hice (GA-10), Ted Budd (NC-13), Warren Davidson (OH-08), Jeff Duncan
(8C-03), Michael Cloud (TX-27), Ralph Norman (SC-05), Scott Perry (PA-10), Steve King (IA-04), Randy Weber
(TX-14), Paul A. Gosar, D.D.S. (AZ-04), Ted S. Yoho D.V.M. (FL-03), and Louie Gohmert (TX-01) co-signed the
letter.

Read the text of the Ietter

Senator Kelly Meets with COVID-19 Working Group for Update on

Pandemic
Today, Senator Mark Kelly met for the second time in two weeks with his COVID-19 working group, made up of
public health and health care experts from Arizona’s universities and health care providers. The group discussed the
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steep rise in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations in Arizona, how that is putting a tremendous strain on hospitals and
health care workers, and the difficult road ahead for the state without significant mitigation measures. Kelly has
continually voiced his support for a statewide mask requirement to lgaders across the state.

“What I heard from public experts today is that Arizona has one of the highest rates of COVID-19 spread in the
country, and that if the spread continues at this pace our health care system will be stretched past the breaking point.
Already we are in a worse position than we were earlier this year, and there are fewer mitigation measures in place.
That is why I urge all Arizonans: stay home as much as possible, don’t gather in large groups, and wear a mask when
you have to go out.” — Senator Mark Kelly

Kelly’s first meeting as a Senator was with Arizonans directly impacted by COVID-19, and he continues to work with
his Republican and Democratic colleagues in Washington towards an emergency relief package that would bring
resources to Arizonans and small businesses who are struggling.

AG Mark Brnovich Joins Multistate Lawsuit Seeking to End Google’s
[llegal Monopoly in Search

Bipartisan Coalition Alleges Google lllegally Maintains a Monopoly & Has Created Insurmountable Barriers to
Entry for Competitors

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Attorney General Mark Brnovich is part of a bipartisan coalition of 38 attorneys general in
suing Google LLC for anticompetitive conduct in violation of Section 2 of the Sherman Act. As a member of the
Executive Committee, the Arizona Attorney General’s Office (AGO) has played a key role in the investigation and
development of the lawsuit.

The attorneys general allege that Google illegally maintains its monopoly power over general search engines and
related advertising markets through a series of anticompetitive exclusionary contracts and conduct. As a result, Google
has deprived consumers of competition that could lead to greater choice, innovation, and better privacy protections.
Furthermore, Google has exploited its market position to accumulate and leverage data to the detriment of consumers.
“@Google’s quest to build a monopoly has led to less privacy, stifled innovation, and reduced choice for consumers,”
said Attorney General Brnovich. “I’m not interested in micromanaging businesses, but consumer privacy must be
protected. Our bipartisan antitrust lawsuit against Google is targeted to stop illegal conduct and improve consumer
welfare.”

In many ways the states’ complaint is consistent with the lawsuit filed by the U.S. Department of Justice on October
20, which alleged that Google improperly maintains its monopoly power in general search and advertising through the
use of exclusionary agreements. However the states’ filing asserts additional allegations and describes Google’s
monopoly maintenance scheme as a multi-part effort. The states’ lawsuit alleges that Google:

o Uses exclusionary agreements and other practices to limit the ability of rival general search engines and
potential rivals to reach consumers. This conduct cements Google as the go-to search engine on computers
and mobile devices.

o Disadvantages users of its secarch-advertising management tool, SA360, by promising that it would not favor
Google search advertising over that of competing search engines such as Bing. Instead, Google continuously
favors advertising on its own platform, inflating its profits to the detriment of advertisers and consumers.

¢ Discriminates against specialized search sites — such as those that provide travel, home repair, or
entertainment services — by depriving them access to prime “real estate” in the search results pages because
these competing sites threaten Google’s revenue and dominant position.

The attorneys general argue that more competition in the general search engine market would benefit consumers, for
example, through improved privacy protections and more targeted results and opportunities for consumers.
Competitive general search engines also could offer better quality advertising and lower prices to advertisers.

The attorneys general expand on the U.S. DOJ’s allegation that Google’s anticompetitive conduct continues. As
explained in the complaint, the company seeks to deploy the same exclusionary contracting tactics to monopolize the
emerging ways consumers access general search engines, such as through their home smart speakers, televisions, or in
their cars (“voice assistants™). In so doing, Google is depriving consumers of competitive choices and blocking
innovation.

The states also go further than the U.S. DOJ in explaining how Google’s acquisition and command of vast amounts of
data — obtained in increasing part because of consumers’ lack of choice — has fortified Google’s monopoly and created
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significant barriers for potential competitors and innovators.

The bipartisan coalition is asking the court to halt Google’s illegal conduct and restore a competitive marketplace. The
states also seck to unwind any advantages that Google gained as a result of its anticompetitive conduct, including the
divestiture of assets as appropriate. Finally, the court is asked to provide any additional relief it determines
appropriate, as well as reasonable fees and costs to the states.

The complaint was filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, in conjunction with a Motion to
Consolidate secking to combine this case with the pending U.S. DOJ case.

For Arizona, this case is being handled by Solicitor General Beau Roysden, Deputy Solicitor General Michael Catlett,
Competition, Innovation & Privacy Unit Chief Dana Vogel, Assistant Attorney General Christopher Sloot, and Legal
Assistant Project Specialist Amber Daniels.

The states’ investigation was led by an executive committee made up of the attorneys general of Arizona, Colorado,
Iowa, Nebraska, New York, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Utah. The executive committee is joined by the attorneys
general of Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Minnesota, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wyoming, the District of
Columbia, and the territories of Guam and Puerto Rico.

Copy of the Multistate Complaint,

Judge Diane M. Johnsen (ret.) Named James A. Walsh Outstanding Jurist

PHOENIX — The Board of Governors of the State Bar of Arizona named retired Judge Diane M. Johnsen of the
Arizona Court of Appeals, Division One, as the 2020 recipient of the James A. Walsh Outstanding Jurist Award.

The award recognizes “that judge whose carcer exemplifies the highest standards of judicial conduct for integrity and
independence; who is knowledgeable of the law and faithful to it; who is unswayed by partisan interests, public
clamor or fear of criticism; who is patient, dignified and courteous to all who appear before that judge; and who
endeavors to improve the administration of justice and public understanding of, and respect for, the role of law in our
society.”

The award recognition notes Judge Johnsen’s early career as a political reporter and editor at the Arizona Daily Star in
Tucson. Judge Johnsen clerked for Judge Ben Duniway on the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals before entering private
practice in the areas of complex commercial litigation, environmental law, insurance coverage, commercial torts, and
media law. Judge Johnsen was appointed to Division One of the Arizona Court of Appeals in 2006 and served as
Chief Judge from 2014 to 2016. Judge Johnsen retired from the bench in February 2020 and works part-time as a
Special Projects Attorney for the court. In semiretirement, Judge Johnsen is training to become a Court Appointed
Special Advocate in Maricopa County.

The James A. Walsh Outstanding Jurist Award is named in honor of James Augustine Walsh (1906-1991), who was a
Maricopa County judge and was nominated by President Harry S. Truman to a seat on the United States District Court
for the District of Arizona. Walsh served as chief judge of that court from 1961 to 1972, After many years of service,
Walsh assumed senior status and continued in semiretirement until his death in 1991.

For a complete list of the 2020 State Bar Annual Awards recipients, see hitps://azbar.grg/about-us/board-of-

governors/state-bar-annual-awards/.

ARIZONA CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMISSION ANNOUNCES
DIRECTOR LEFEVRE’S ELECTION AS VICE PRESIDENT OF THE
NATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE ASSOCIATION

Phoenix, AZ, Thursday, December 17, 2020 — Today, the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission (ACJC) announced
that Executive Director Andrew T. LeFevre has been elected as Vice President of the National Criminal Justice
Association (NCJA).

“We are very proud of Director LeFevre for being elected as Vice President of the NCJA Board of Directors,” stated
ACJC Chairwoman Sheila Polk. “Through his leadership over the years, he has played a vital role in raising
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Arizona’s position on issues in the southwest around Criminal Justice Reform to the national level. This gives
Arizona a voice in issues that directly impact our state on policy issues.”

NCIJA is one of the nation’s leading voices in shaping and implementing criminal justice policy. Representing state,
tribal and local criminal and juvenile justice practitioners, the NCJA works to promote a balanced approach to
communities’ complex public safety and criminal justice system problems by coordinating juvenile justice, criminal
justice and other federal programs to use limited federal funds most effectively. Its governing body is comprised of
high-level state and county officials and regional representatives from across the country.

“I am honored at being elected Vice President of NCJA by my peers around the nation,” said Director LeFevre. “One
of the strengths of our organization is the diverse collection of experience, knowledge, and opinions on criminal
justice issues that are represented by our members and staff. I look forward to working in my new position to enhance
NCJA’s leadership role in important criminal justice conversations.”

Prior to serving as the Vice President for NCJA, Director LeFevre served on the organization’s executive committee
as the elected chair of the western region and as chair of the National Forum Planning Committee and as an active
member of the Finance and Audit Committee.

“It is important to me and the criminal justice stakeholders that ACJC represents that Arizona has a strong voice on
the NCJA board,” said LeFevre. “As a southwestern border state, we bring important issues to the national stage and
provide a voice for our unique challenges.”

To learn more about NCJA, visit www.ncia.org

“If the point of this story is that ‘Oh, he feels

O l E guilty,” you’re not going to get that.”
1N/ -

e - Rodriguez, on his penchant for commenting on
D’&\‘I and liking pornography from his second Twitter
account
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