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Dear Colleagues, 

 

• The Mississippi Poison Control Center has received an increasing number of calls from 

individuals with potential ivermectin exposure taken to treat or prevent COVID-19 

infection. 

• At least 70% of the recent calls have been related to ingestion of livestock or animal 

formulations of ivermectin purchased at livestock supply centers.  

• 85% of the callers had mild symptoms, but one individual was instructed to seek further 

evaluation due to the amount of ivermectin reportedly ingested.  

• No hospitalizations due to ivermectin toxicity have been directly reported to the 

Mississippi Poison Control Center or the Mississippi State Department of Health.   

• There are approved uses for ivermectin in both people and animals.  Patients should be 

advised to not take any medications intended to treat animals and should be instructed to 

only take ivermectin as prescribed by their physician.  

• Animal drugs are highly concentrated for large animals and can be highly toxic in 

humans. Some of the symptoms associated with ivermectin toxicity include rash, nausea, 

vomiting, abdominal pain, neurologic disorders, and potentially severe hepatitis requiring 

hospitalization.   

• Mississippi physicians, providers and hospitals that identify patients with illness 

related to the ingestion of ivermectin, either prescribed or livestock formulations, 

should report to the Mississippi Poison Control Center at 1-800-222-1222. 

Additional Resources 

• FAQ: COVID-19 and Ivermectin Intended for Animals | FDA 

• Why You Should Not Use Ivermectin to Treat or Prevent COVID-19 | FDA 

 

Regards,  

 

Paul Byers, MD 

State Epidemiologist  

 

MESSAGE ID:    MSHAN-20210820-00532-ALT (Health Alert)   
 

RECIPIENTS:  All Physicians, Hospitals, ERs, ICPs, NPs, and 

Healthcare Providers – Statewide  
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SUBJECT:  Increased Poison Control Calls due to Ivermectin  

Ingestion and Potential Toxicity 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.healthyms.com/
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/product-safety-information/faq-covid-19-and-ivermectin-intended-animals
https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/why-you-should-not-use-ivermectin-treat-or-prevent-covid-19
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Alerting Message Specification Settings  

 
Originating Agency:    Mississippi State Department of Health  

Alerting Program:   MS Health Alert Network (MS HAN)  

Message Identifier:   MSHAN-20210820-00532-ALT  

Program (HAN) Type:  Health Alert 

Status (Type):    Actual ()  

Message Type:   Alert  

Reference:    MSHAN-00532 

Severity:    Unknown  

Acknowledgement:   No  

Sensitive:    Not Sensitive  

Message Expiration:   Undetermined  

Urgency:    Undetermined  

Delivery Time:   600 minutes 
 

 

Definition of Alerting Vocabulary and Message Specification Settings 

 
Originating Agency:   A unique identifier for the agency originating the alert. 

  

Alerting Program:   The program sending the alert or engaging in alerts and  

    communications using PHIN Communication and Alerting (PCA)  

    as a vehicle for their delivery.  

 

Message Identifier:   A unique alert identifier that is generated upon alert activation  

    (MSHAN-yyymmdd-hhmm-TTT (ALT=Health Alert,  

    ADV=Health Advisory, UPD=Health Update,  

    MSG/INFO=Message/Info Service).  

 

Program (HAN) Type:  Categories of Health Alert Messages.  

 

Health Alert:    Conveys the highest level of importance; warrants immediate  

    action or attention.  

Health Advisory:   Provides important information for a specific incident or situation;  

    may not require immediate action.  

Health Update:   Provides updated information regarding an incident or situation;  

    unlikely to require immediate action.  

Health Info Service:   Provides Message / Notification of general public health  

    information; unlikely to require immediate action.  

 

Status (Type):  

Actual:    Communication or alert refers to a live event  

Exercise:  Designated recipients must respond to the  

   communication or alert  

Test:    Communication or alert is related to a technical,  

 system test and should be disregarded 

 

 

 

http://www.healthyms.com/
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Message Type:  

Alert:   Indicates an original Alert  

Update:  Indicates prior alert has been Updated and/or superseded  

Cancel:   Indicates prior alert has been cancelled  

Error:   Indicates prior alert has been retracted 

 

 

 

Reference: For a communication or alert with a Message Type of “Update” or “Cancel”, this attribute 

contains the unique Message Identifier of the original communication or alert being updated or cancelled. “n/a” = 

Not Applicable. 

 

Severity:  

Extreme:  Extraordinary threat to life or property  

Severe:   Significant threat to life or property  

Moderate:  Possible threat to life or property  

Minor:   Minimal threat to life or property  

Unknown:  Unknown threat to life or property 

 

Acknowledgement: Indicates whether an acknowledgement on the part of the recipient is required to confirm that 

the alert was received, and the timeframe in which a response is required (Yes or No). 

 

Sensitive: 

Sensitive:  Indicates the alert contains sensitive content  

Not Sensitive:  Indicates non-sensitive content  

 

Message Expiration:   Undetermined.  

 

Urgency:    Undetermined. Responsive action should be taken immediately.  

 

Delivery Time:    Indicates the timeframe for delivery of the alert (15, 60, 1440,  

    4320 minutes (.25, 1, 24, 72 hours)). 

 

 

 

 

http://www.healthyms.com/

