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August 2, 2021

To the Honorable Sam Newby
president, Jacksonville City Council
ity Hal
117W. Dual st.
Jacksonville, FL 32202

Dear President Newby:

The Jacksonile Branch NAACP has serious concerns regarding ihe olutof the nearly $20 millon doars
of federal funds allocated in March o the iy of Jackson, The funds were meant 0 assis residents
ho have been unable {0 pay thi rent or utes The Branch fects tha the sirbuton of funds 0 hose
in need has been grossly mishandled and ar too siow. Wh tne Evicon Moratorium expiring on July 31st,
itil eave families winerablet evictions and wil dsproportonately fect blacks and low-income ales
Who are n desperate need of hel.
The ele program is a partnership between the City of Jacksonvile and the United Way of Northeast
Florida. Applications for asisance were accepted begining on March 201fo amiles receive up0 12
months of fant and uty payments. Despi hundreds of people being helped, there remain thousands of
Jacksonuils resents who are stl waitingfo assistance. The United Way of Northeast Florida clams that
ie backlog is due 0 he need for more Saf to reviw th applications. The NAACP finds hat xplanation
unacceptable. The oy has an obligation to select and oversae agencies responsive for he dsibution of
federal funds and should have chosen a partner capabie of imely administering the funds. Why should
hese families suffer due o nadequate stafing and poor management?
The Branch is caling fo a complete investigation and accountabily of the handing of ths process and
demands that th funding be disriouted mmediately to those hat uly
The City of Jacksonvle and the United Way owe i o residents1 take wit acon to make sue al the
federal funds are distributed to prevent famiies from being evicted.
Sngapl,

aah amin,
President Jacksonville Branch NAACP
Ce Mayor Lenny Cury

City Council Members
Michal Braun, CEO, United Way of Northeast Florida
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