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Washington, D.C. — Today, a group of former mayors and governors released the following 
statement supporting the Bipartisan Infrastructure Framework.

“As former elected Mayors and Governors, we understand how crucially important it is to 
improve and modernize America’s infrastructure. The country and Congress have been 
debating for years the need to update and invest in vital projects, so we are pleased that both 
Democratic and Republican Senators have come together to propose the largest 
long-term infrastructure investment in nearly a century.

We know first-hand the overwhelming need for improvement. We can give you examples 
from across the country, in our cities and states, of worthy projects postponed or cancelled 
for lack of funding and imagination. We now must build a 21st century infrastructure to 
support a 21st century economy.

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Framework includes policy and funding solutions for our 
most pressing problems and challenges. Americans need improved roads and bridges, 
broadband, transit, energy, water systems, and climate solutions—and we need to be 
designing and building for the future. The Framework also allows for programs to support 
projects of regional and national significance—an idea long overdue—projects that would 
not otherwise receive funding.

Again, as former elected officials we recognize the needs in our communities and applaud 
the bipartisan work in the Senate and the House, but it is now time to solve this problem and 
invest in the U.S. infrastructure that sustains our daily lives and the economy. 

We stand ready to work with either side of the aisle in the House and Senate, and with the 
White House to accomplish this goal.” 

Former Mayors and Governors Support 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Framework 

For more information, please contact Kerry Hayes via email at kerry@coeonow.com or 
through phone at (901) 481-5104.
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Jerry Abramson
Former Mayor
Louisville, KY

Clarence Anthony
Former Mayor
South Bay, FL

Dennis Archer
Former Mayor
Detroit, MI

Bruce Babbit
Former Governor
Arizona

Ralph Becker
Former Mayor
Salt Lake City, UT

Andy Berke
Former Mayor
Chatanooga, TN

Virgil Bernero
Former Mayor
Lansing, MI

Steve Beshear
Former Governor
Kentucky

James Blanchard
Former Governor
Michigan

Alvin Brown
Former Mayor
Jacksonville, FL

Bob Buckhorn
Former Mayor
Tampa, FL

Steve Bullock
Former Governor
Montana

Christopher Cabaldon
Former Mayor
West Sacramento, CA

Kirk Caldwell
Former Mayor
Honolulu, HI

Mick Cornett
Former Mayor
Oklahoma City, OK

Chet Culver
Former Governor
Iowa

Howard Dean
Former Governor
Vermont

Karl Dean
Former Mayor
Nashville, TN

Manny Diaz
Former Mayor
Miami, FL

James Florio
Former Governor
New Jersey

Anthony Foxx
Former Mayor
Charlotte, NC

“America is long-overdue to make a major investment in our infrastructure – and the future of 
our economy and our quality of life is at stake.  The House and Senate need to come together 
to pass meaningful legislation to improve and modernize our infrastructure.  We can’t miss this 
opportunity to invest in our country and we can’t build a future on last century’s infrastructure. We 
need to act now.”

 - Former Pennsylvania Governor Ed Rendell

“Equity is about making investments where they’re needed the most, and the BIF does exactly that. 
By supporting families in need everywhere with good jobs that make our whole country stronger, 
the plan represents the most significant such investment in more than a generation. Atlanta prides 
itself on being a city where the Black professional class has been able to thrive and we need a plan 
that unlocks this kind of economic opportunity for all families, all over the country If Congress 
acts now, we can build back and move forward together.” 

-  Former Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin 
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Shirley Franklin
Former Mayor
Atlanta, GA

Karen Freeman-Wilson
Former Mayor
Gary, IN

Neil Giuliano
Former Mayor
Tempe, AZ

Stephen Goldsmith
Former Mayor
Indianapolis, IN

Jim Gray
Former Mayor
Lexington, KY

Patrick Hays
Former Mayor
North Little Rock, AR

George Heartwell
Former Mayor
Grand Rapids, MI

Betsy Hodges
Former Mayor
Minneapolis, MN

James Hodges
Former Governor
South Carolina 

Bobby Hopewell
Former Mayor
Kalamazoo, MI

Christine Hunschofsky
Former Mayor
Parkland, FL

Sly James
Former Mayor
Kansas City, MO

Billy Keyserling
Former Mayor
Beaufort, SC

Ron Kirk
Former Mayor
Dallas, TX

Mitch Landrieu
Former Mayor
New Orleans, LA

Dannel Malloy
Former Governor
Connecticut &
Former Mayor
Stamford, CT

Mark Mallory
Former Mayor
Cincinnati, OH

Stephanie Miner
Former Mayor
Syracuse, NY

Janet Napolitano
Former Governor
Arizona

Jay Nixon
Former Governor
Missouri

Michael Nutter
Former Mayor
Philadelphia, PA

“To move our country forward, we need a vision and a long-term infrastructure strategy. The 
U.S. is the world’s leader in innovation and we must come together to reward that innovation and 
creativity to modernize our American infrastructure.  As a former Governor and Cabinet official, I 
witnessed first-hand the benefits of a strong Federal and state and local partnership.  The Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Framework will enhance that partnership for the good of the country” 

- Former New Jersey Governor Christine Whitman

“America is at a crossroads right now, and if Congress fails to make the right investments today, 
our economy will be on a rocky path for generations to come. It doesn’t have to be that way. The 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Framework has the potential to boost cities like Chattanooga all across the 
country, putting more money in American’s pockets and more opportunities in our neighborhoods. 
The longer Congress waits to do the right thing, the longer people will miss out.” 

- Former Chatanooga Mayor Andy Berke
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Martin O’Malley
Former Governor
Maryland &
Former Mayor 
Baltimore, MD

Sharon Priest
Former Mayor
Little Rock, AR

Robert Reichert
Former Mayor
Macon, GA

Ed Rendell
Former Governor
Pennsylvania &
Former Mayor
Philadelphia, PA

Bill Richardson
Former Governor
New Mexico

Joseph Riley Jr.
Former Mayor
Charleston, SC

Dick Riley
Former Governor
South Carolina

Madeline Rogero
Former Mayor
Knoxville, TN

Kathleen Sebelius
Former Governor
Kansas

Lottie Shackelford
Former Mayor
Little Rock, AR

Peter Shumlin
Former Governor
Vermont

Michael Signer
Former Mayor
Charlottesville, VA

Joe Smith
Former Mayor
North Little Rock, AR

Scott Smith
Former Mayor
Mesa, AZ

Paul Soglin
Former Mayor
Madison, WI

Mark Stodola
Former Mayor
Little Rock, AR

John Street
Former Mayor
Philadelphia, PA

Michael Tubbs
Former Mayor
Stockton, GA

Antonio Villariagosa
Former Mayor
Los Angeles, CA

Floyd “Buddy” Villines
Former Mayor
Little Rock, AR

Dayne Walling
Former Mayor
Flint, MI

A C Wharton
Former Mayor
Memphis, TN

Christine Whitman
Former Governor
New Jersey

“People in Oklahoma believe that the government closest to the people knows what’s best for the 
people. This is why I hope Congress is listening when we say that it’s time for the federal government 
to put politics aside and give us the infrastructure we need. In addition to the federal dollars, there’s 
a lot of private sector money that is sitting on the sidelines. The sooner Congress acts, the sooner 
we can activate private sector investments to make our dollars stretch even more. To Oklahoma’s 
families, these aren’t theoretical debates or political talking points—these are choices that impact 
our ability to get to work. Our message to Congress: let’s get moving.” 

- Former Oklahoma City Mayor Mick Cornett


