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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT

BILL TEXT

S.B. No. 7

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to election integrity and security, including by
preventing fraud in the conduct of elections in this state;
increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses;
providing civil penalties.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1.01. SHORT TITLE. ‘This Act may be cited as the
Election Integrity Protection Act of 2021.

SECTION 1.02. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to
exercise the legislature's constitutional authority under Section
4, Article VI, Texas Constitution, to make all laws necessary to
detect and punish fraud.

SECTION 1.03. FINDINGS. The legislature finds that:

(1) full, free, and fair elections are the
underpinnings of a stable constitutional democracy;

(2) fraud in elections threatens the stability of a
constitutional democracy by undermining public confidence in the
legitimacy of public officers chosen by election;

(3) reforms are needed to the election laws of this
state to ensure that fraud does not undermine the public confidence
in the electoral process;

(4) the reforms to the election laws of this state made

by this Act are not intended to impair the right of free suffrage

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 1



O 0 N o U b W N

RNONONN RN R R R R R e
N T Y L X T = V- T - - T R - (SR ) B SO TUR N R S O}

S.B. No. 7
guaranteed to the people of Texas by the United States and Texas
Constitutions, but are enacted solely to prevent fraud in the
electoral process and ensure that all legally cast ballots are
counted. Integral to the right to vote is the assurance of voter
access and the right for all votes legally cast to be counted;

(5) additionally, preventing a valid vote from being
counted violates the basic constitutional rights guaranteed to each
citizen by the United States Constitution; and

(6) providing for voter access and increasing the
stability of a constitutional democracy ensures.public confidence
in the legitimacy of public officers chosen by election.

SECTION 1.04. Chapter 1, Election Code, is amended by
adding Section 1.0015 to read as follows:
Sec. 1.0015. LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the intent of the

legislature that the application of this code and the conduct of

elections be uniform and consistent throughout this state to reduce

the likelihood of fraud in the conduct of elections, protect the

secrecy of the ballot, promote voter access, and ensure that all

legally cast ballots are counted.

SECTION 1.05. Section 1.003, Election Code, is amended by
adding Subsection (a-1) to read as follows:

(a—1) Election officials and other public officials shall

strictly construe the provisions of this code to effect the intent

of the legislature under Section 1.0015.

SECTION 1.06. Section 1.018, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 1.018. APPLICABILITY OF PENAL CODE. In addition to

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 2
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S.B. No. 7
Section 1.03, Penal Code, and to other titles of the Penal Code that

may apply to this code, Titles 2 and [$itle] 4, Penal Code, apply

[applies] to offenses prescribed by this code.
ARTICLE 2. REGISTRATION OF VOTERS
SECTION 2.01. Section 13.002, Election Code, is amended by
adding Subsection (c-1) to read as follows:

(c-1) The information required under Subsection (c) must be

supplied by the person desiring to register to vote.

SECTION 2.02. Section 15.021, Election Code, is amended by
amending Subsections (b) and (d) and adding Subsections (d-1}) and
(d-2) to read as follows:

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (d), the [The] voter

shall wuse the registration certificate or a registration
application form as the notice, indicating the correct information
in the appropriate space on the certificate or application form
unless the voter does not have possession of the certificate or an
application form at the time of giving the notice.

(&) A voter [whs—ecentinuves—to—reside—inthe—county—inwhich
the veter-is—regicstered] may correct information under this section
by digital transmission of the information under a program
administered by the secretary of state and the Department of
Information Resocurces.

(d-1) If the notice indicates that a voter no longer resides

in the county in which the voter is registered, the registrar shall

forward the notice and the voter's original application for

registration to the registrar of the county in which the voter

resides. The registrars shall coordinate to ensure that the

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 3
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S.B. No. 7

voter's existing registration is canceled immediately after the

voter is registered in the county in which the voter resides in

accordance with Subsection (d-2).

(d-2) A registrar who receives a voter's notice and

application from another registrar under Subsection (d-1) shall

treat it as an original application for registration under Section

13.002, and shall register the voter if the voter resides in the

county and is otherwise eligible under Section 13.001.

SECTION 2.03. Section 15.028, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 15.028. NOTICE OF UNLAWFUL VOTING OR REGISTRATION [To

PROSECHEOR]). [{a)] If the registrar determines that a person who

is not eligible to vote registered to vote or [a—+egistered—voter]

voted in an election, the registrar shall execute and deliver to the

attorney general, the secretary of state, and the county or

district attorney having jurisdiction in the territory covered by
the election an affidavit stating the relevant facts.

[{b)—If—the—election covers—territory—in—more—than—one
eounty,—the—registrar—shall—aleo—detiver an—affidavit—to—the
attorpey-—generats]

SECTION 2.04. Section 31.006, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 31.006. REFERRAL [GE—COMRLAINT] TO ATTORNEY GENERAL.
(a) If, after receiving or discovering information indicating that
[e—ecemplaint—alleging] criminal conduct in connection with an

election has occurred, the secretary of state determines that there

is reasonable cause to suspect that [the—alieged] criminal conduct

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 4
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occurred, the secretary shall promptly refer the information

[eomptaint] to the attorney general. The secretary shall deliver to

the attorney general all pertinent documents and information in the

secretary’'s possession.

({b) The documents and information submitted under

Subsection (a) are not considered public information until:
(1) the secretary of state makes a determination that

the information [eempiadint] received does not warrant an

investigation; or
(2) if referred to the attorney general, the attorney
general has completed the investigation or has made a determination

that the information [eemplaint] referred does not warrant an

investigation.
SECTION 2.05. Subchapter A, Chapter 31, Election Cocde, is
amended by adding Section 31.019 to read as follows:

Sec. 31.019. ENFORCEMENT OF VOTER ROLL MATNTENANCE

PROVISIONS. (a) In order to ensure compliance with voter roll

maintenance provisions, the secretary of state shall monitor each

county's list of registered voters to ensure that no county has a

number of registered voters in the county equal to or greater than

the number of people eligible to register to vote in the county.

(b) If the secretary of state determines that a county has a

numbex of registered voters egual to or greater than the number of

people eligible to register to vote in the county, the secretary of

state shall notify the appropriate registrar in writing.

(c) Not later than 30 days after receiving notice under

Subsection (b), a registrar must:

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 5
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{1) refute, in writing, that the number of registered

voters is equal to or greater than the number of people eligible to

register to vote in the county and the failure to comply alleged by

the notice; or

{2) develop a remediation plan to address failures to

comply with voter roll maintenance provisions and send a copy of the

plan to the secretary of state.

{d) If a voter registrar fails to respond to a notice under

Subsection (c¢), refutes an allegation under Subsection (c)(1l), ox

fails to comply with a provision of the remediation plan developed

by the registrar under Subsection (c)(2), the secretary of state

shall:

(1) require the registrar to attend a training course

developed under Subsection (h};

(2) publish notice that the county is undergoing_an

audit under this subsection on the secretary of state's Internet

website;

{3) audit the voter registration list for the county

in which the registrar serves; and

{4) identify voter roll maintenance provisions with

which the registrar is failing to comply and provide a list to the

registrar.

{e) If the secretary of state determines that a voterx

registrar has not performed any overt actions in pursuance of

compliance with the provisions identified under Subsection (d}(4)

within 14 days of receiving the list under Subsection (d)(4), the

secretary of state shall:

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 6
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(1) withhold distribution of state funds for financing

voter registration to the county until the registrar takes action

in pursuance of compliance; and

(2) inform the attorney general that the county which

the registrar serves may be subject to a civil penalty under

Subsection (f).

(f) A county is liable to this state for a civil penalty of

$1,000 for each day after the 14th day following the receipt of a

list under Subsection (d){4) that the county's voter registrar

fails to take overt action to comply with provisions identified

under that subsection. The attorney general may bring an action to

recover a civil penalty imposed under this section.

(g) A civil penalty collected by the attorney general under

this section shall be deposited in the state treasury to the credit

of the general revenue fund.

{h) The secretary of state shall develop and implement a

three-hour training course for county clerks and registrxars on the

maintenance of voter rolls required and permitted by law.

(i) The secretary of state shall adopt rules and prescribe

procedures for the implementation of this section.

ARTICLE 3. CONDUCT AND SECURITY OF ELECTIONS
SECTION 3.01l. Section 2.053(a), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:
(a) On receipt of the certification, the governing body of
the political subdivision by order or ordinance shall [may] declare
each unopposed candidate elected to the office. If no election is to

be held on election day by the political subdivision, a copy of the

B7R303%96 TSS/ADM-D 7
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S.B. No. 7
order or ordinance shall be posted on election day at each polling
place used or that would have been used in the election.

SECTION 3.02. Section 2.056(c), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

{(c) A certifying autheority shall [may] declare a candidate
elected to an office of the state or county government if, were the
election held, only the votes cast for that candidate in the
election for that office may be counted.

SECTION 3.03. Section 43.031(b), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

(b) Each polling place shall be located inside a building.

A polling place may not be located in a tent or similar temporary

moveable structure or in a facility primarily designed for motor

vehicles., No voter may cast a vote from inside a motor vehicle

unless the voter meets the requirements of Section 64.009.

SECTION 3.04. Section 52.092(a), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

(a) Except as provided by Section 2.053{c) or 2.056(e), for

[Fex] an election at which offices regularly filled at the general
election for state and county officers are to appear on the ballot,
the offices shall be listed in the following order:
(1) offices of the federal government;
(2) offices of the state government:
{A) statewide offices;
{B} district offices;
(3) offices of the county government:

(A) county offices;

B7R30396 TSS/ADM-D 8
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(B) precinct offices.
SECTION 3.05. Section 64.007{(c), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:
(c) An election officer shall maintain a register of spoiled

ballots at the polling place, including spoiled ballots from a

direct recording electronic voting unit. An election officer shall

enter on the register the name of each voter who returns a spoiled

ballot and the spoiled ballot's number. The secretary of state

shall create and promulgate a form to be used for this purpose.

SECTION 3.06. Subchapter A, Chapter 65, Election Code, is
amended by adding Section 65.016 to read as follows:

Sec. 65.016. VOTE TABULATING EQUIPMENT. Beginning January

1, 2024, equipment to tabulate votes may not be used if any wireless

connectivity capability of the equipment has not been disabled or

removed.

SECTION 3.07. Subchapter A, Chapter 66, Election Code, is
amended by adding Section 66.004 to read as follows:

Sec. 66.004. CLOSING POLLING PLACE. The secretary of state

shall adopt rules and create a checklist or similar guidelines to

assist the presiding judge of a polling place in processing forms

and conducting procedures required by this code at the closing of

the polling place.

SECTION 3.08. Section 66.052, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 66.052. DELIVERY BY ELECTION CLERK; CHAIN OF CUSTODY.

(a) A delivery of election records or supplies that is to be

performed by the presiding judge may be performed by an election

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 9
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clerk designated by the presiding judge.

(b} If the presiding judge of a polling place designates a

clerk to deliver election supplies, the presiding judge shall

attest to the designation, and the clerk shall attest to the clerk's

acceptance of the responsibility. The secretary of state shall

create and promulgate a form to facilitate compliance with this

section.

SECTION 3.09. Section 85.005, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 85.005. REGULAR DAYS AND HOURS FOR VOTING. {(a) Except
as provided by Subsection (c}, in an election in which a county
clerk [ex-eityseeretary] is the early voting clerk under Section
83.002 [{ex83-005], early voting by personal appearance at the main
early voting polling place shall be conducted on each weekday of
(Ehe—weekdayse£] the early voting period that is not a legal state

holiday and for a period of at least nine hours, except that voting

may not be conducted earlier than 6 a.m. or later than 9 p.m.
[dusd et hat &) legk! 4 ' \ .
1 . Y . 1o e ) . ]

(b} In an election to which Subsection (a) does not apply,

early voting by personal appearance at the main early voting
polling place shall be conducted at least nine [edght] hours each
weekday of the early voting period that is not a legal state holiday
unless the territory covered by the election has fewer than 1,000
registered voters. In that case, the voting shall be conducted at
least four [+hree] hours each day. The authority ordering the

election, or the county clerk if that person is the early voting

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 10
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clerk, shall determine which hours the voting is to be conducted.
(c) In a county with a population of 30,000 ([366+6688] or
more, the voting in a primary election or the general election for
state and county officers shall be conducted at the main early
voting polling place for at least 12 hours on each weekday of the
last week of the early voting period, and the voting in a special
election ordered by the governor shall be conducted at the main
early voting polling place for at least 12 hours on each of the last

two days of the early voting period. Voting under this subsection

may not be conducted earlier than 6 a.m. or later than 9 p.m. Voting

shall be conducted in accordance with this subsection in those
elections in a county with a population under 30,000 [+804088] on
receipt by the early voting clerk of a written request for the
extended hours submitted by at least 15 registered voters of the
county. The request must be submitted in time to enable compliance
with Section 85.067.

(d) A voter who has not voted before the scheduled time for

closing a polling place is entitled to vote after that time if the

voter is in line at the polling place by closing time. The secretary

of state shall promulgate any materials and provide any training to

presiding judges necessary to properly process voters under this

subsection [Ia—an—election—erdered—by—a—sityr—eariy—voting—by

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 11
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conrsistsof-sin-ormereweekdays],

SECTION 3.10. Sections 85.006(b) and (e), Election Code,
are amended to read as follows:

(b) In an election in which a county clerk [er—eity
secretaxry] 1is the early voting clerk under Section 83.002 [ex
83+005], only the early voting clerk may order voting on a Saturday
oxr Sunday. The clerk must do so by written order.

(e) In a primary election or the general election for state
and county officers in a county with a population of 30,000
(+66+0808] or more, the early voting clerk shall order voting by
personal appearance [®e£ing] at the main early voting polling place

to be conducted on the last Saturday of the early voting period for

at least 12 hours, except that voting may not be conducted earlier

than 6 a.m. or later than 9 p.m., [esn—thelast—Satuxday] and on the
last Sunday of the early voting period for at least six [£ixe]

hours, except that voting may not be conducted earlier than 1 p.m.

or later than 9 p.m [er—the lastSundayef-the-earlywetingperied].

The early voting clerk shall order voting to be conducted at those

times in those elections in a county with a population under 30,000
[200.008] on receipt of a written request for those hours submitted
by at least 15 registered voters of the county. The request must be
submitted in time to enable compliance with Section 85.007. This
subsection supersedes any provision of this subchapter to the
extent of any conflict.

SECTION 3.11. Section 85.010(a-1), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

{a-1) In this section, "eligible county polling place"”

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 12
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means an early voting polling place{4—ether—than—a—pelling—place
established-under—Section85-062{e)s] established by a county.

SECTION 3.12. Section 85.061l(a), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

(a) In a countywide election in which the county clerk is
the early voting clerk under Section 83.002, an early voting
polling place shall be located inside [a&%f] each branch office that
is regularly maintained for conducting general clerical functions
of the county clerk, except as provided by Subsection (b). If a

suitable room is unavailable inside the branch office, the polling

place may be located in another room inside the same building as the

branch office. The polling place may not be located in a tent or

similar temporary movable structure or a parking garage, parking

lot, or similar facility designed primarily for motor vehicles.

SECTION 3.13. Section 85.062, Election Code, is amended by
amending Subsection (b) and adding Subsection (f-1) to read as
follows:

(b) A polling place established under this section may be
located, subject to Subsection (d), at any place in the territory
served by the early voting clerk and may be located inside [4r] any
building [stetienary—strueture] as directed by the authority
establishing the branch office. The polling place may not be

located in a tent or similar temporary movable structure or a

parking garage, parking lot, or similar facility designed primarily

for motor vehicles in the general election for state and county

officers, general primary election, or runoff primary election.

Ropes or other suitable objects may be used at the polling place to

87R303926 TSS/ADM-D 13
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ensure compliance with Section 62.004. Persons who are not
expressly permitted by law to be in a polling place shall be
excluded from the polling place to the extent practicable.

(f-1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section

concerning the location of temporary branch polling places, in an

election in which countywide polling places are used, the

commissioners court of a county shall employ the same methodology

it uses to determine the location of countywide polling places to

determine the location of temporary branch polling places.

SECTION 3.14. Section 124.002, Election Code, is amended by
adding Subsection (c¢) to read as follows:

(c) Voting system ballots may not be arranged in a manner

that allows a political party's candidates to be selected in one

motion or gesture.

SECTION 3.15. Section 127.1232, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 127.1232. SECURITY OF VOTED BALLOTS. (a) The general

custodian of election records shall post a licensed peace officer

[geaxd] to ensure the security of ballot boxes containing voted
ballots throughout the period of tabulation at the central counting
station.

(b) The general custodian of election records in a county

with a population of less than 100,000 may, and the general

custodian of election records in a county with a population of

100,000 or more shall, implement a video surveillance system that

retains a recoxrd of all areas containing voted ballots:

(1) from the time the voted ballots are delivered to

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 14
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the central counting station until the canvass of precinct election

returns; and

{2} from the time the voted ballots are delivered to

the signature verification committee or early voting ballot board

until the canvass of precinct election returns.

(c) A video from a system implemented under Subsection (b)

may be made available to the public by a livestream in a county with

a population of less than 100,000, and shall be made available to

the public by a livestream in a county with a population of 100,000

OY more.

(d) The video recorded is an election record under Section

1.012 and shall be retained by the general custodian of election

records until the end of the calendar year in which an election is

held or until an election contest filed in the county has been

resolved, whichever is later.

ARTICLE 4. ELECTION OFFICERS AND OBSERVERS
SECTION 4.01. Subchapter A, Chapter 33, Election Code, is
amended by adding Section 33.0015 to read as follows:
Sec. 33.0015. CHAPTER PURPOSE AND WATCHER DUTY. The

purpose of this chapter is to preserve the integrity of elections in

accordance with Section 4, Article VI, Texas Constitution, by

providing for the appointment of watchers. To effect that purpose,

a watcher appointed under this chapter shall observe without

obstructing the conduct of an election and call to the attention of

an election officer any observed or suspected irreqularity or

violation of law in the conduct of the election.

SECTION 4.02. Section 33.051, Election Code, is amended by

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 15
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adding Subsections (g) and (h)} to read as follows:

{g) An election officer commits an offense if the officer

intentionally or knowingly refuses to accept a watcher for service

when acceptance of the watcher is required by this section. An

offense under this subsection is a Class B misdemeanor.

(h) Before accepting a watcher, the officer presented with a

watcher's certificate of appointment shall require the watcher to

take the following cath, administered by the officer: "I swear (or

affirm) that I will not disrupt the voting process or harass voters

in the discharge of my duties."”

SECTION 4.03. Section 33.056, Election Code, is amended by
amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsections (e) and (£) to read
as follows:

(a) Except as provided by Section 33.057, a watcher is
entitled to observe any activity conducted at the location at which
the watcher is serving. A watcher is entitled to sit or stand

[eonvenientdy] near enough to see and hear the election officers

conducting the observed activity, except as otherwise prohibited by

this chapter.

({e) Except as provided by Section 33.057(b), a watcher may

not be denied free movement where election activity is occurring

within the location at which the watcher is serving.

(f) In this code, a watcher who is entitled to "observe" an

election activity is entitled to sit or stand near enough to see and

hear the activity.

SECTION 4.04. Subchapter C, Chapter 33, Election Code, is

amended by adding Section 33.0605 to read as follows:

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 16
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Sec. 33.0605. OBSERVING DATA STORAGE SEALING AND TRANSFER.

(a) A watcher appointed to serve at a polling place in an election

who is available at the time of the action may obsexve all election

activities relating to closing the polling place, including the

sealing and transfer of a memory card, flash drive, hard drive, data

storage device, or other medium now existing or later developed

used by the voting system egquipment.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, a

watcher duly accepted for service at a polling location is entitled

to follow the transfer of election materials from the polling place

at which the watcher was accepted to a regional tabulating center,

the central counting station, or any other location designated to

process election materials. The authority responsible for

administering a regional tabulating center or another location

where election materials are processed must accept duly appointed

watchers for service in the same manner a watcher is accepted for

sexvice under Section 33.051 and must accept the same number of

watchers that may serve under Section 33.007(a).

SECTION 4.05. Section 33.061(a), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

(2a) A person commits an offense if the person serves in an
official capacity at a location at which the presence of watchers is
authorized and knowingly prevents a watcher from observing an

activity or procedure the person knows the watcher is entitled to

observe, including by taking any action to obstruct the view of a

watcher or distance the watcher from the activity or procedure to be

observed in a manner that would make observation not reasonably
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effective.
SECTION 4.06. Subchapter C, Chapter 33, Election Code, is
amended by adding Section 33.063 to read as follows:

Sec. 33.063. RELIEF. (a) A watcher, or the appointing

authority for a watcher, who believes that the watcher was

unlawfully prevented or obstructed from the performance of the

watcher's duties may seek:

(1) inijunctive relief under Section 273.081,

including issuance of temporary orders;

(2) a writ of mandamus under Section 161.009 or

273.061; and

(3) any other remedy available under law.

(b) The relief provided by this section is available to a

state inspector appointed under Chapter 34 or any other election

inspector authorized by law.

SECTION 4.07. Section 61.001, Election Code, is amended by
amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (a-1) to read as
follows:

(a) Except as permitted by this code and as described by

Subsection (a-1}, a person may not be in the polling place from the

time the presiding judge arrives there on election day to make the
preliminary arrangements until the precinct returns have been
certified and the election records have been assembled for
distribution following the election.

(2-1) Under this code, a person may be lawfully present in a

polling place during the time described by Subsection (a) if the

person is:

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 18
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(1) an election judge or clerk;

(2) a watcher;

(3) the secretary of state;

(4) a staff member of the Elections Division of the

Office of the Secretary of State performing an official duty in

accordance with this code;

(5) an election official, a sheriff, or a staff member

of an election official or sheriff delivering election supplies;

(6) a state inspector;

(7) a person admitted to vote;

(8) achild under 18 years of age who is accompanying a

parent who has been admitted to vote;

(9) a person providing assistance to a voter under

Section 61.032 or 64.032;

(10) a person accompanying a voter who has a

disability;

(11) a special peace officer appointed by the

presiding judge under Section 32.075;

(12) the county chair of a political party conducting

a primary election, as authorized by Section 172.1113;

(13) a voting system technician, as authorized by

Section 125.010;

(14) the county election officer, as defined by

Section 31.091, as necessary to perform tasks related to the

administration of the election; or

(15) a person whose presence has been authorized by

the presiding judge and alternate presiding judge in accordance

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 12
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with this code.

SECTION 4.08. Section 86.006, Election Code, is amended by
amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (a-2) to read as
follows:

(a) A marked ballot voted under this chapter must be
returned to the early voting clerk in the official carrier
envelope. The carrier envelope may be delivered ;n anotherx
envelope and must be transported and delivered only by:

(1) mail;
(2) common or contract carrier; or

(3) subject to Subsections [Subsestier] (a-1) and

(a~-2), in-person delivery by the voter who voted the ballot.

(a=2) An in-person delivery of a marked ballot voted under

this chapter must be received by an election official at the time of

delivery. The receiving official shall record the voter's name,

signature, and type of identification provided under Section

63.0101 on_a roster prescribed by the secretary of state. The

receiving official shall attest on the roster that the delivery

complies with this section.

SECTION 4.09, Section 87.026, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:
Sec. 87.026. BYSTANDERS EXCLUDED. (a) Except as permitted

by this code and as described by Subsection (b), a person may not be

in the meeting place of an early voting ballot board during the time
of the board's operations.

(b) Under this code, a person may be lawfully present in the

meeting place of an early voting ballot board during the time of the
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board's operations if the person is:

(1) apresiding judge or member of the board;

(2) a watcher;

(3) a voting system technician, as authorized by

Section 125.010;

{4} the county election officer, as defined by Section

31.09], as necessary to perform tasks related to the administration

of the election;

(5) the county chair of a political party conducting a

primary election or runoff primary election;

(6) an inspector, as provided for by law; or

(7) __a person whose presence has been authorized by the

presiding judge in accordance with this code.

SECTION 4.10. Subchapter A, Chapter 127, Election Code, is
amended by adding Section 127.008 to read as follows:

Sec. 127.008. BYSTANDERS EXCLUDED. (a) Except as permitted

by this code and as described by Subsection (b), a person may not be

in a central counting station while ballots are being counted.

(b) Under this code, a person may be lawfully present in the

central counting station while ballots are being counted if the

person is:

(1} a counting station manager, tabulation

supervisor, assistant to the tabulation supervisor, presiding

judge, or clerk;

(2) a watcher;

(3) a wvoting system technician, as authorized by

Section 125.010;
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(4) the county election officer, as defined by Section

31.091, as necessary to perform tasks related to the administration

of the election;

(5) an inspector, as provided for by law; or

(6) a person whose presence has been authorized by the

presiding judge of the central counting station in accordance with

this code.
SECTION 4.11. Chapter 121, Election Code, is amended by
adding Section 121.004 to read as follows:

Sec. 121.004. COMMUNICATIONS WITH VOTING SYSTEMS VENDOR

PUBLIC INFORMATION. (a) Except as provided by Subsection (b) and

notwithstanding any other law, including Chapter 552, Government

Code, a written letter, e-mail, or other communication, including a

communication made confidential by other law, between a public

official and a voting systems vendor:

(1) is not confidential;

(2) is public information for purposes of Chapter 552,

GCovernment Code; and

{3) is not subject to an exception to disclosure

provided by Chapter 552, Government Code.

{(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to a written letter,

e-mail, or other communication related to the bidding process.

SECTION 4.12. Subchapter A, Chapter 127, Election Code, is
amended by adding Section 127.009 to read as follows:

Sec. 127.009. ELECTRONIC DEVICES 1IN CENTRAL COUNTING

STATION. (a) A counting station manager and the presiding judge of

the counting station shall develop a protocol under which any

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 22
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electronic device inside a central counting station that is

necessary to count votes is equipped with software that tracks all

input and activity on the electronic device.

{b) The counting station manager and the presiding judge of

the counting station shall ensure that the input and activity

tracked by the software is printed and delivered to the secretary of

state not later than the fifth day aftexr vote counting is complete.

{c) This section applies only to a central counting station

located in a county with a population of 250,000 or more.

SECTION 4.13. Section 127.1301, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 127.1301. [FALLYINGG—TABULATING,—AND——RERORTING]
CENTRALLY COUNTED OPTICAL SCAN BALLOTS {BALLOT—UNBERVOTFES—AND
OVERVOTES]. (2) In an election using centrally counted optical
scan ballots, the undervotes and overvotes on these ballots shall
be tallied, tabulated, and reported by race and by election
precinct in the form and manner prescribed by the secretary of
state.

(b) After January 1, 2024, an authority operating a central

counting station under this chapter may not purchase or use a

centrally counted optical ballot scan system that uses a data

storage disc on which information, once written, is capable of

being modified.

SECTION 4.14. Subchapter A, Chapter 129, Election Code, is
amended by adding Section 129.003 to read as follows:

Sec. 129.003. PAPER AUDIT TRAIL REQUIRED. (a) In_ this

section, "auditable voting system” means a voting system that:
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(1) uses a paper record; or

(2) produces a paper record by which a voter can verify

that the voter's ballot will be counted accurately.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection {e), a voting system

that consists of direct recording electronic voting machines may

not be used in an election unless the system is an auditable voting

system.

(c) Except for a recount under Title 13 or an election

contest under Title 14, the electronic vote is the official record

of the ballot. For a recount of ballots cast on a system involving

direct recording electronic voting machines, or in an election

contest, the person reguesting the recount may request a recount of

the electronic vote or the paper record.

(d) An authority that purchased a voting system other than

an auditable voting system after September 1, 2016, and before

September 1, 2021, may use available federal funding and, if

federal funding is not available, available state funding to

retrofit the purchased voting system as an auditable voting system

in accordance with the following schedule:

(1) if the voting system was retrofitted as an

auditable voting system not later than the election taking place

November 8, 2022, the authority is eligible to have 100 percent of

the cost of retrofitting reimbursed under this section; and

{(2) if the authority is not eligible for a 100 pexcent

reimbursement of cost under Subdivision (1) and the voting system

was retrofitted as an auditable voting system not later than the

election taking place November 3, 2026, the authority is eligible
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O 0 - N s W N

T = R R I e
o LR W N B O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

S.B. No. 7

to have 50 percent of the cost of retrofitting reimbursed under this

section.

(e) Subsections (a)-(c) do not apply to an election held

before September 1, 2026.

(f) Before opening the polls for voting, the presiding

election judge shall confirm that each voting machine has any

public counter reset to zero and shall pxint the tape that shows the

counter was set to zero. After closing the polls for voting, the

presiding election judge shall print the tape that shows the number

of votes cast. Each election judge present shall sign a tape

printed under this subsection.

SECTION 4.15. Section 129.023, Election Code, is amended by
adding Subsections (b-2) and (¢-1) to read as follows:

(b-2) If the test is being conducted for an election in

which a county election board has been established under Section

51.002, the general custodian of election records shall notify each

member of the board of the test at least 48 hours before the date of

the test. If the county election board chooses to witness the test,

each member shall sign the statement required by Subsection (e)(1l).

{c-1) A test conducted under this section must also require

the general custodian of election records to demonstrate, using a

representative sample of voting system equipment, that the source

code of the egquipment has not been altered.

SECTION 4.16. Section 127.131, Election Code, is amended by
adding Subsection (f) to read as follows:

(f) The presiding judge of the central counting station

shall provide and attest to a written reconciliation of votes and
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voters at the close of tabulation for election day and again after

the central counting station meets for the last time to process

late-arriving ballots by mail and provisional ballots. The

secretary of state shall create and promulgate rules and a form to

facilitate compliance with this subsection. The form shall be

posted on a website maintained by the county along with election

returns and results.

ARTICLE 5. VOTING BY MAIL
SECTION 5.01. Section 82.002, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:
Sec. B82.002. DISABILITY. (a) A qualified voter is eligible
for early voting by mail if the voter is not capable of [has—sa
i el husical 1ied : : : ]

appearing at the polling place on election day without |[=a

tikeliheod—eEf] needing personal assistance or [ef] injuring the

voter's health due to the voter's:

(1) dillness;

{(2) inijury;

{3) medical confinement ordered by a health care

professional; or

{4) mental or physical disability.

{(b) The following do not constitute [Expested——ear likely
confinement—for—childbixth-on—electionday—is) sufficient cause to

entitle a voter to vote under Subsection (a):

(1) a lack of transportation;

(2) an illness, injury, or disability that does not

prevent the voter from appearing at the polling place on election
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day without a likelihood of needing personal assistance or of

injuring the votex's health; or

(3) a requirement to appear at the voter's place of

employment on election day.

{c) An application for a ballot to be voted by mail on the

ground of disability must require the applicant to specifically

select the grounds on which the voter is eligible under Subsection

(a).

SECTION 5.02. Section 84.001(b), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:
{b) An application must be submitted in writing and signed

by the applicant using ink on paper. An electronic signature or

photocopied signature is not permitted.

SECTION 5.03. Section 84.002, Election Code, is amended by
amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (c) to read as
follows:

(a) 2An early voting ballot application must include:

(1) the applicant's name and the address at which the
applicant is registered to vote;

(1-a) the following information:

(A) the number of the applicant's driver's

license or personal identification card issued by the Department of

Public Safety;

(B) if the applicant has not been issued a number

described by Paragraph (A), the last four digits of the applicant's

social security number; or

(C) a statement by the applicant that the
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applicant has not been issued a number described by Paragraph (A) or

{B):

(2) for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail
on the ground of absence from the county of residence, the address
outside the applicant's county of residence to which the ballot is
to be mailed;

(3) for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail
on the ground of age or disability:

{A) [+] the address of the hospital, nursing home
or other long-term care facility, or retirement center, or of a
person related to the applicant within the second degree by
affinity or the third degree by consanguinity, as determined under
Chapter 573, Government Code, if the applicant is living at that
address and that address is different from the address at which the
applicant is registered to vote; and

(B) if applicable, the selected specific grounds

on which the voter is eligible for a ballot to be voted by mail on

the ground of disability, as required by Section 82.002(c);

(4) for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail
on the ground of confinement in jail, the address of the jail or of a
person related to the applicant within the degree described by
Subdivision (3);

(5) for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail
on any ground, an indication of each election for which the
applicant is applying for a ballot; and

(6) an indication of the ground of eligibility for

early voting.
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(c) A person may use the number of a driver's license or

personal identification card that has expired for the purpose of

fulfilling the requirement under Subsection (a)(l-a) if the license

or identification is otherwise valid.

SECTION 5.04. Section 84.011(a), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

(a) The officially prescribed application form for an early
voting ballot must include:

(1) immediately preceding the signature space the
statement: "I certify that the information given in this
application is true, and I understand that giving false information
in this application is a crime.";

(2) a statement informing the applicant of the
offenses prescribed by Sections 84.003 and 84.004;

(3) spaces for entering an applicant's voter
registration number and county election precinct of registration,
with a statement informing the applicant that failure to furnish
that information does not invalidate the application;

(3-a) a space for entering the information reguired

under Section B4.002(a)(1-a); and

(4) on an application for a ballot to be voted by mail:

({A) a space for an applicant applying on the

ground of absence from the county of residence to indicate the date

on or after which the applicant can receive mail at the address
outside the county;

(B) a space for indicating the fact that an

applicant whose application is signed by a witness cannot make the

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 29
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applicant's mark and a space for indicating the relationship or
lack of relationship of the witness to the applicant;

(C) a space for entering an applicant's telephone
number, with a statement informing the applicant that failure to
furnish that information does not invalidate the application;

(D) a space or box for an applicant applying on
the ground of age or disability to indicate that the address to
which the ballot is to be mailed is the address of a facility or
relative described by Section 84.002(a)(3), if applicable;

(E) a space or box for an applicant applying on
the ground of confinement in jail to indicate that the address to
which the ballot is to be mailed is the address of a relative
described by Section 84.002(a)(4), if applicable;

(F) a space for an applicant applying on the
ground of age or disability to indicate if the application is an
application under Section B86.0015;

(G) spaces for entering the signature, printed
name, and residence address of any person assisting the applicant;

(H) a statement informing the applicant of the
condition prescribed by Section 81.005; and

(I) a statement informing the applicant of the
requirement prescribed by Section 86.003(c).

SECTION 5.05. Section 84.035, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 84.035. BALLOT SENT TO APPLICANT. (a) If the early
voting clerk cancels an application by an applicant to whom an early

voting ballot has been sent, the clerk shall:
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(1) remove the applicant's name from the early voting
roster; and
(2) make any other entries in the records and take any
other action necessary to prevent the ballot from being counted if
returned.

(b) An election judge may permit a person to whom an early

voting ballot has been sent who cancels the person's application

for a ballot to be voted by mail in accorxdance with Section 84.032

but fails to return the ballot to be voted by mail to the early

voting clerk, deputy early voting clerk, or presiding judge as

provided by that section to vote only a provisional ballot under

Section 63.011.

SECTION 5.06. Section 86.001, Election Code, is amended by
adding Subsection (£) to read as follows:

(£) If the information required under Section

84.002(a)(1l-a) included on the application does not match the

information on the applicant's application for voter registration

under Section 13.002(c)(8), the clerk shall reject the application.

SECTION 5.07. Section 86.002, Election Code, is amended by
adding Subsections (g}, (h), and (i) to read as follows:

{g) The carrier envelope must include a space that is hidden

from view when the envelope is sealed for the voter to enter the

following information:

{1) the number of the voter's driver's license or

personal identification card issued by the Department of Public

Safety;
(2) if the voter has not been issued a number described
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by Subdivision (1), the last four digits of the voter's social

security number; or

(3) a statement by the applicant that the applicant

has not been issued a number described by Subdivision (1) or (2).

(h}) A person may use the number of a driver's license or

personal identification card that has expired for purposes of

Subsection (g) if the license or identification is otherwise valid.

(i) No record associating an individual voter with a ballot

may be created.

SECTION 5.08. Section 86.011(c), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:
(c) If the return is not timely, the clerk shall enter the

time of receipt on the carrier envelope and retain it in a locked

container for the period for preserving the precinct election
records. The clerk shall destroy the unopened envelope and its
contents after the preservation period.

SECTION 5.09. Section 87.027(i), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

(i) The signature verification committee shall compare the
signature on each carrier envelope certificate, except those signed
for a voter by a witness, with the signature on the voter's ballot
application to determine whether the signatures are those of the

voter. The committee may also compare the signatures with any

known signature [&we—er—more—signatures) of the voter [made—within
the—precedingcixyears-and] on file with the county clerk or voter

registrar to determine whether the signatures are those of the

votexr. Except as provided by Subsection (1), a determination undex
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this subsection that the signatures are not those of the voter must
be made by a majority vote of the committee's membership. The
committee shall place the jacket envelopes, carrier envelopes, and
applications of voters whose signatures are not those of the voter
in separate containers from those of voters whose signatures are
those of the voter. The committee chair shall deliver the sorted
materials to the early voting ballot board at the time specified by
the board's presiding judge,

SECTION 5.10. Section B7.041, Election Code, is amended by
amending Subsections (b) and (e) and adding Subsection (d-1) to
read as follows:

(b) A ballot may be accepted only if:

(1) the carrier envelope certificate is properly
executed;

(2) neither the voter's signature on the ballot
application nor the signature on the carrier envelope certificate
is determined to have been executed by a person other than the
voter, unless signed by a witness;

(3) the voter's ballot application states a 1legal
ground for early voting by mail;

(4) the voter is registered to vote, if registration
is required by law;

(5) the address to which the ballot was mailed to the
voter, as indicated by the application, was outside the voter's
county of residence, if the ground for early voting is absence from
the county of residence;

(6) for a voter to whom a statement of residence form
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was required to be sent under Section 86.002(a), the statement of
residence is returned in the carrier envelope and indicates that
the voter satisfies the residence requirements prescribed by
Section 63.0011; [and]

{7} the address to which the ballot was mailed to the
voter is an address that is otherwise required by Sections 84.002
and 86.003; and

(8) the information required under Section 86.002(q)

provided by the voter matches the information on the voter's

application for voter registration under Section 13.002(c¢c)}(8).

(d-1) If a voter provides the information required under

Section 86.002(g) and it matches the information on the voter's

application for voter registration under Section 13.002(c)(8), the

signature on the ballot application and on the carrier envelope

certificate shall be rebuttably presumed to be the signatures of

the voter.
(e) In making the determination under Subsection (b)(2), to

determine whether the signatures are those of the voter, the board:

(1) shall request from the Department of Public Safety

any signature of the voter's on file with that department and

compare the signatures of the voter on the ballot application and

the carrier envelope certificate with any signature provided; and

(2) may also compare the signatures with any known

signature [twe—ex—mere—sigratures] of the voter [made—within—the
preceding—sixv—yeaxrs—and] on file with the county clerk or voter

registrar [+fe—determine whether the signotures—are these of the
seter] .
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SECTION 5.11. Section 87.0431(b), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

(b) The early voting clerk shall, not later than the 30th
day after election day, deliver notice to the attorney general,
including certified «copies of the carrier envelope and
corresponding ballot application, of any ballot rejected because:

(1) the voter was deceased;

(2) the voter already voted in person in the same
election;

(3) the signatures on the carrier envelope and ballot
application were not executed by the same person;

(4) the carrier envelope certificate lacked a witness
signature; [ex]

{5} the carrier envelope certificate was improperly
executed by an assistant; or

(6) the early voting ballot board or the signature

verification committee determined that another violation of the

Election Code occurred.

SECTION 5.12. Sections 87.062(a) and (c), Election Coge,
are amended to read as follows:

(a) On the direction of the presiding judge, the early
voting ballot board, in accordance with Section 85.032(b), shall

open the containers [centaimer] for the early voting ballots that

are to be counted by the board, remove the contents from each [&he]
container, and remove any ballots enclosed in ballot envelopes from
their envelopes.

{c} Ballots voted by mail shall be tabulated and stored
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separately from the ballots voted by personal appearance and shall

be separately reported on the returns [The—results eof-all—early

SECTION 5.13. Section 87.103, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 87.103. COUNTING BALLOTS AND PREPARING RETURNS. {(a)
The early voting electronic system ballots counted at a central

counting station, the ballots cast at precinct polling places, and

the ballots voted by mail shall be tabulated separately [£xem—the
ballets——cast ot precinst—pelling—places] and shall be separately

reported on the returns.

(b) The early voting returns prepared at the central
counting station must include any early voting results obtained by
the early voting ballot board under Subchapter [Subchaptexrs] D [and
£].

SECTION 5.14. Section 87.126, Election Code, is amended by
adding Subsection (a-1) to read as follows:

(a-1) Electronic records made under this section shall

record both sides of any application, envelope, or ballot recorded,

and all such records shall be provided to the early voting ballot

board, the signature verification committee, or both.

SECTION 5.15. Subchapter G, Chapter 87, Election Code, is
amended by adding Section 87.128 to read as follows:

Sec. 87.128. NOTES. Each member of an early voting ballot

board and each member of a signature verification committee is

entitled to take and keep any notes reasonably necessary to perform
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the member's duties under this chapter.

ARTICLE 6. ASSISTANCE OF VOTERS
SECTION 6.01. Section 64.009, Election Code, is amended by
amending Subsection (b) and adding Subsections (b-1), (e), (£},
(£-1), (g), and (h) to read as follows:

(b) The regular voting procedures, except those in

Subchapter B, may be modified by the election officer to the extent

necessary to conduct voting under this section.

(b-1) A person other than a voter is only permitted to be

inside a motor vehicle while a voter votes from the motor vehicle if

the person would be entitled to accompany the voter to the voting

station under other law.

(e) Except as provided by Section 33.057, a poll watcher is

entitled to ocbserve any activity conducted under this section.

(f) B person who simultaneously assists three or more voters

voting wunder this section by providing the voters with

transportation to the polling place must complete and sign a form,

provided by an election officer, that contains the person's name

and address and whether the person is providing assistance solely

under this section or undex both this section and Subchapter B.

(£-1) Subsection (f) does not apply if the person is related

to each voter within the second degree by affinity or the third

degree by consanguinity, as determined under Subchapter B, Chapter

573, Government Code.

{g) A form completed under Subsection (f) shall be delivered

to the secretary of state as soon as practicable. The secretary

shall retain a form delivered under this section for the period for
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preserving the precinct election records and shall make the form

available to the attorney general for inspection upon request.

(h) The secretary of state shall prescribe the form

described by Subsection (f).

SECTION 6.02. Section 64.031, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:

_ Sec. 64.031. ELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE. A voter is
eligible to receive assistance in marking or reading the ballot, as
provided by this subchapter, if the voter cannot prepare or read the
ballot because of:

(1) a physical disability that renders the voter
unable to write or see; or
(2) an inability to read the language in which the
ballot is written.
SECTION 6.03. Subchapter B, Chapter 64, Election Code, is
amended by adding Section 64.0322 to read as follows:

Sec. 64.0322. SUBMISSION OF FORM BY ASSISTANT. (a) A

person, other than an election officer, who assists a voter in

accordance with this chapter is required to complete a form

stating:

(1) the name and address of the person assisting the

voter;

(2) the relationship to the voter of the person

assisting the voter; and

(3) whether the person assisting the voter received or

accepted any form of compensation or other benefit from a

candidate, campaign, oxr political committee.
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(b)) The secretary of state shall prescribe the form required

by this section. The form must be incorporated into the official

carrier envelope if the voter is voting an early voting ballot by

mail and receives assistance under Section 86.010, or must be

submitted to an election officer at the time the voter casts a

ballot if the voter is voting at a polling place or undexr Section

64.009.
SECTION 6.04. Section 64.034, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 64.034. OATH. A person, other than an election

officer, selected to provide assistance to a voter must take the
following ocath, administered by an election officer at the polling
place, before providing assistance:

"T swear {or affirm) under penalty of perjury that the voter I

am assisting represented to me they are eligible to receive

assistance because of a physical disability that renders the voter

unable to write or see or an inability to read the language in which

the ballot is written; I will not suggest, by word, sign, or

gesture, how the voter should vote; I will confine my assistance to

reading the ballot to the voter, directing the voter to read the

ballot, marking the voter's ballot, or directing the voter to mark

the ballot; [answering—ihe——voter's—aguestions—+to——stating

ligted—theixrpolitical-partiess] I will prepare the voter's ballot

as the voter directs; I did not encourage, pressure, or coerce the

voter into choosing me to provide assistance; [amd] I am not the

voter's employer, an agent of the voter's employer, or an officer or
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agent of a labor union to which the voter belongs; I will not

communicate information about how the voter has voted to another

person; and I understand that if assistance is provided to a voter

who is not eligible for assistance, the voter's ballot may not be

counted.”

SECTION 6.05. Sections 86.010(e}, (h), and (i), Election
Code, are amended to read as follows:

{({e) A person who assists a voter to prepare a ballot to be

voted by mail shall enter on the official carrier envelope of the

voter:
(1) the ©person's signature, printed name, and
residence address;

(2) the relationship of the person providing the

assistance to the voter; and

(3) whether the person received or accepted any form

of compensation or other benefit from a candidate, campaign, or

political committee in exchange for providing assistance [en—the

EEicial . ] £ &1 1.
(h} Subsection (f) does not apply to:

(1) a violation of Subsection (c), if the person is

related to the voter within the second degree by affinity or the
third degree by consanguinity, as determined under Subchapter B,
Chapter 573, Government Code, or was physically living in the same
dwelling as the voter at the time of the event; or

(2) a violation of Subsection (e), if the person is

related to the voter within the second degree by affinity oxr the

third degree by consanguinity, as determined under Subchapter B,
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Chapter 573, Government Code.

(i) BAn offense under this section for a vioclation of

Subsection (c) is increased to the next higher category of offense

if it is shown on the trial of an offense under this section that:
(1) the defendant was previously convicted of an
offense under this code;
(2) the offense involved a voter 65 years of age or
older; or
(3) the defendant committed another offense under this
section in the same election.
SECTION 6.06. Sections 86.0105(a), (c), and (e}, Election
Code, are amended to read as follows:
(a) A person commits an offense if the person:

{1) compensates or offers to compensate another person

for assisting voters as provided by Section 86.010[—aspart—oefany

[{33+—with knowledge-that—accepting——compensation for
sech—aetivity ds—illegal,] accepts compensation for an activity
described by Subdivision (1) [ex—&23].

{c} An offense under this section is a state jail felony [i£

s ie o) ; (o1 ok e ] " . 1 ]
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seetien].
(e} For purposes of this section, compensation means an

economic benefit as defined by Section 38.01, Penal Code [any—Efexrm

SECTION 6.07. Section 86.013(b), Election Code, is amended

to read as follows:
({b) Spaces must appear on the reverse side of the official
carrier envelope for:

(1) indicating the identity and date of the election;
[emd]

(2) entering the signature, printed name, and
residence address of a person other than the voter who deposits the
carrier envelope in the mail or with a common or contract carrier;
and

(3) indicating the relationship of that person to the

voter.
ARTICLE 7. FRAUD AND OTHER UNLAWFUL PRACTICES
SECTION 7.01. Chapter 63, Election Code, is amended by
adding Section 63.0111 to read as follows:
Sec. 63.0111. OFFENSES RELATED TO PROVISIONAL VOTING. (a)

An election judge commits an offense if the judge knowingly

provides a voter with a form for an affidavit required by Section

63.001 if the form contains information that the judge entered on

the form knowing it was false.
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(b) An offense under this section is a state jail felony.

SECTION 7.02. Sections 276.004(a) and (b), Election Code,
are amended to read as follows:

(a) A person commits an offense if, with respect to anotherx
person over whom the person has authority in the scope of
employment, the person knowingly:

(1) refuses to permit the other person to be absent

from work on election day or while early voting is in progress for

the purpose of attending the polls to vote; or
{2) subjects or threatens to subject the other person

to a penalty for attending the polls on election day or while early

voting is in progress to vote.

(b} It is an exception to the application of this section
that the person's conduct occurs in connection with an election in

which the polls are open on election day ox while early voting is in

progress for voting for two consecutive hours outside of the
voter's working hours.

SECTION 7.03. Sections 276.013(a) and (b), Election Code,
are amended to read as follows:

(a) A person commits an offense if the person knowingly or
intentionally makes any effort to:

(1) influence the independent exercise of the vote of

another in the presence of the ballot or during the voting process,

including by altering the ballot of anothexr or by otherwise causing

a ballot to not reflect the intent of the voter;

(2) cause a voter to become registered, a ballot to be

obtained, or a vote to be cast under false pretenses; [o%]
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{3) count votes that are invalid, or should otherwise

not be counted, fail to count votes that were lawfully cast, or

alter a report to include invalid votes;

(4) fail to count valid votes or alter a report to

exclude valid votes;

{5) [433] cause any intentionally misleading
statement, representation, or information to be provided:
(A) to an election official; ox
(B) on an application for ballot by mail, carrier
envelope, or any other official election-related form or document;

{6) prevent a voter from casting a legal ballot in an

election in which the voter is eligible to vote; or

{7) provide false information to a voter with the

intent of preventing the voter from voting in an election in which

the voter is eligible to vote.

(b) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor,

except that an offense under this section is a state jail felony if

the person committed the offense while acting in the person's

official capacity as an election officer.

SECTION 7.04. Chapter 276, Election Code, is amended by
adding Sections 276.014, 276.015, 276.016, 276.017, 276.018, and
276.019 to read as follows:

Sec. 276.014. VOTE HARVESTING. {a) 1In this section and in

Section 276.015:

{1) "Benefit" means anything reasonably regarded as a

gain or advantage, including a promise or offer of employment, a

political favor, or an official act of discretion, whether to a
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person or another party whose welfare is of interest to the person.

(2) "Vote harvesting services” means in-person

interaction with one or more voters, involving an official ballot,

a ballot voted by mail, or an application for ballot by mail,

intended to deliver votes for a specific candidate or measure.

(b) A person commits an offense if the person, directly or

through a third party, knowingly provides or offers to provide vote

harvesting services in exchange for compensation or other benefit,

(c) A person commits an offense if the person, directly or

through a third party, knowingly provides or offers to provide

compensation or other benefit to another person in exchange for

vote harvesting services.

{(d) A person commits an offense if the person knowingly

collects or possesses a mail ballot or official carrier envelope in

connection with vote harvesting services.

(e) This section does not apply to:

(1) an activity not performed in exchange for

compensation or a benefit;

{2) interactions that do not directly involve an

official ballot, ballot by mail, or an application for ballot by

mail;

{3) interactions that are not conducted in-person with

a voter; or

{4) activity that is not designed to deliver votes for

or against a specific candidate or measure.

(f) In this section, compensation in exchange for vote

harvesting services is inferred if a person who performed vote
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harvesting services for a candidate or campaign solicits, receives,

0r is offered compensation from the candidate or campaign, directly

or through a third party, for services other than vote harvesting

services provided.

(g) An offense under this section is a felony of the third

degree.

{h) If conduct that constitutes én offense under this

section also constitutes an offense under any other law, the actor

may be prosecuted under this section, the other law, or both.

{i) Records necessary to investigate an offense under this

section or any other section of this code shall be provided by an

election officer in an unredacted form to a law enforcement officer

upon regquest. Records obtained under this subsection are not

subject to public disclosure.

Sec. 276.015. CIVIL LIABILITY FOR VOTE HARVESTING. (a) A

person who is shown by a preponderance of the evidence to have

violated Section 276.014 is civilly liable to any candidate or

political party who suffers harm from the vote harvesting services

for damages and penalties that may be awarded under Subsection {c).

(b) A person is harmed by the vote harvesting services if

the person can demonstrate that:

(1) the person has standing to seek relief; and

(2) the liable party violated Section 276.014.

(b-1) To establish standing under this section, a person is

not required to demonstrate that the vote harvesting services

successfully delivered votes for a specific candidate or measure,

but must demonstrate that:

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 46



w 0o 9 o0 U bR W N

(% B S R S N = B " R S ¢ B - L o i et o e e e
~ G Ut s W N2 O YW O 20 e W N RO

S.B. No. 7

(1) the vote harvesting services were intended to

deliver votes for a specific candidate or measure; and

(2) the person opposed the candidate or measure in the

person's capacity as a candidate oxr political party.

(c) A party who prevails in an action under this section may

recover damages in an amount including any or all of:

(1) the amount of compensation paid to or received by a

party in exchange for vote harvesting services;

{(2) the fair market wvalue of any bhenefit given or

received in exchange for vote harvesting services;

(3) a penalty in the amount of $35,000; or

(4) zreasonable and necessary attorney's fees, court

costs, witness fees, and discovery costs.

(d) A party who is a candidate for office who prevails in an

action under this section and shows that the number of voters

contacted by the vote harvesting activity exceeds the number of

votes by which the party lost the election shall recover damages in

an amount including any or all of:

{l) the party's campaign expenditures propexly filed

on a campaign finance report in connection with the election; or

(2) any fees and expenses incurred by the party in

filing and securing a place on the ballot.

{e) A person who commits an offense under Section 276.014

and is found civilly 1liable, including by vicarious liability,

under this chapter or other law for any amount of damages arising

from the vote harvesting services is jointly liable with any other

defendant for the entire amount of damages arising from the vote
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harvesting services.

(f) The cause of action created by this section is

cumulative of any other remedy provided by common law or statute.

(g) Rules applicable to a party's access to election records

undex Chapter 231 or 232 apply to a cause of action under this

section.

(h) A party to an action under this section may compel a

voter to reveal the wvoter's vote in the same manner established

under Section 221.009 to compel a voter to reveal the voter's vote

in an election contest.

{i) The expedited actions process created by Rule 169, Texas

Rules of Civil Procedure, does not apply to an action under this

section.

(i) Chapter 27, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, does not

apply to a cause of action under this section.

{k) A cause of action under this section may be brought in

the county where any element of a violation under Section 276.014

occurred, or where any part of the wvote harvesting services

occurred.

(l) This section shall be liberally construed and applied to

promote its underlying purpose to protect candidates and the voting

public from unlawful vote harvesting and provide an efficient and

economical remedy to secure that protection.

Sec. 276.016. UNLAWFUL SOLICITATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF

APPLICATION TO VOTE BY MAIL. (a) A public official commits an

offense if the official, while acting in an official capacity,

knowingly:
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(1) solicits the submission of an application to vote

by mail from a person who did not request an application;

(2) distributes an application to vote by mail to a

person who did not request the application unless the distribution

is expressly authorized by another provision of this code;

(3) authorizes or approves the expenditure of public

funds to facilitate third-party distribution of an application to

vote by mail to a person who did not request the application; or

{4) completes any portion of an application to vote by

mail and distributes the application to an applicant.

{(b) An offense under this section is a state jail felony.

{c) Subsection (a)(2) does not apply if the public official

engaged in the conduct described by Subsection (a)(2) by providing

access to an application to vote by mail from a publicly accessible

Internet website.

(d) Subsection (a){4) does not apply if the public official

engaged in the conduct described by Subsection (a)(4) while

lawfully assisting the applicant under Section 84.003.

{e) Subsection (a) does not apply if the public official

provided general information about voting by mail, the vote by mail

process, or the timelines associated with voting to a person or the

public.

(f} The remedy provided under this chapter is cumulative,

and does not restrict any other remedies provided by this code or by

law. A violation of this section is subject to injunctive relief or

mandamus as provided by this code.

Sec. 276.017. UNLAWFUL DISTRIBUTION OF EARLY VOTING BALLOTS
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AND BALLOTING MATERIALS. (a) The early voting clerk or other

election official commits an offense if the clerk or official

knowingly mails or otherwise provides an early voting ballot by

mail or other early voting by mail ballot materials to a person who

did not submit an application for a ballot to be voted by mail under

Section 84.001.

(b} An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor.

Sec. 276.018. PERJURY IN CONNECTION WITH CERTAIN ELECTION

PROCEDURES. (a) A person commits an offense if the person makes a

false statement or swears to the truth of a false statement

previously made while making the oath described by Section 64.034.

{(b) An offense under this section is a state jail felony.

Sec. 276.019. UNLAWFUL ALTERING OF ELECTION PROCEDURES. A

public official may not create, alter, modify, waive, or suspend

any election standard, practice, or procedure mandated by law or

rule in a manner not expressly authorized by this code.

ARTICLE 8. ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 8.01. Section 18.065, Election Code, is amended by
amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsections (e), (f), and (g) to
read as follows:

(a) The secretary of state shall monitor each registrar for
substantial compliance with Sections 15.083, 16.032, 16.0332, and
18.061 and with rules implementing the statewide computerized voter
registration list.

(e) A registrar shall correct a violation within 30 days of

a notice under Subsection (b). If a registrar fails to correct the

violation within 30 days of a notice under Subsection (b), the
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secretary of state shall:

(1) correct the violation on behalf of the registrar;

and

(2) notify the attorney general that the registrar

failed to correct a violation under this subsection.

(f) A county served by a registrar who fails to correct a

violation under Subsection (e) is liable to this state for a civil

penalty of $1,000 for each violation corrected by the secretary of

state under that subsection. The attorney general may bring an

action to recover a civil penalty imposed under this section.

(g) A civil penalty collected by the attorney general under

this section shall be deposited in the state treasury to the credit

of the general revenue fund.

SECTION 8.02. Subchapter E, Chapter 31, Election Code, is
amended by adding Section 31.126 to read as follows:

Sec. 31.126. RESTRICTION ON ELIGIBILITY. (a) In this

section, "election official" means:

{1) a county clerk;

(2) a permanent or temporary deputy county clerk;

(3) an elections administrator;

(4) a permanent or temporary employee of an elections

administrator;

(5) an election judge;

(6) an alternate election judge;

(7) an early voting clerk;

{8) a deputy early voting clerk;

(9) an election clerk;
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(10) the presiding judge of an early voting ballot

board;

{11l) the alternate presiding judge of an early voting

ballot board;

(12) a member of an early voting ballot board;

(13) the chair of a signature verification committee;

(14) the wvice chair of a signature verification

committee;
(15) a member of a signature verification committee;
(16) the presiding djudge of a central counting
station;

(17) the alternate presiding judge of a central

counting station;

{18) a central counting station manager;

(19) a central counting station clerk;

(20) a tabulation supexvisor; and

{21) an assistant to a tabulation supervisor.

(b) A person may not serve as an election official if the

person has been finally convicted of an offense under this code.

SECTION 8.03. Section 232.006(a), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:
{a} The venue of an election contest for a statewide office

is in Travis County or any county where a contestee resided at the

time of the election. For purposes of this section, a contestee's

residence is determined under Section 411.0257, Government Code.

SECTION 8.04. Sections 232.008(b), (c), and (d), Election

Code, are amended to read as follows:
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(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), a contestant must
file the petition not later than the later of the 45th (36+k] day
after the date the election records are publicly available under
Section 1.012 or the official result of the contested election is
determined.

(c) A contestant must file the petition not later than the
later of the 15th [20+h] day after the date the election recoxrds are
publicly available under Section 1.012 or the official result is
determined in a contest of:

(1) a primary or runoff primary election; or

(2) a general or special election for which a runoff is
necessary according to the official result or will be necessary if
the contestant prevails.

(d) A contestant must deliver, electronically or otherwise,

a copy of the petition to the secretary of state by the same
deadline prescribed for the £iling of the petition.

SECTION 8.05. Chapter 232, Election Code, is amended by
adding Subchapter C to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER C. CONTEST INVOLVING ALLEGED FRAUD

Sec. 232.061. PETITION ALLEGING FRAUD. This subchapter

applies to an election contest in which the contestant alleges in

the petition that an opposing candidate, an agent of the opposing

candidate, or a person acting on behalf of the opposing candidate

with the candidate's knowledge violated any of the following

sections of this code:

(1) Section 13.007;

(2) Section 64.012;
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{3) Section 54.036;

{({4) Section 84.003;

{5) Section B4.0041;

{6) Section B6.0051;

{(7) Section 86.006;

(8) Section B86.010; or

(9) Section 276.013.

Sec. 232.062. EVIDENTIARY STANDARD. A contestant must

prove an allegation described by Section 232.061 by a preponderance

of the evidence.

Sec. 232.063. OVERTURNING ELECTION. If the numbex of votes

illegally cast in the election is equal to or greater than the

number of votes necessary to change the outcome of an election, the

court may declare the election void without attempting to determine

how individual voters voted.

Sec. 232.064. DAMAGES. {(a) If a contestee, an agent of the

contestee, or a person acting on behalf of the contestee with the

contestee's knowledge committed one or more violations of a section

described by Section 232.061, the contestee is liable to the

contestant for damages in an amount of $1,000 for each violation.

(b) Notwithstanding Section 41.004(a), Civil Practice and

Remedies Code, a court shall award damages under Subsection {(a) to

the contestant irrespective of whether the contestant is awarded

actual damages.

Sec. 232.065. ATTORNEY'S FEES. In an election contest to

which this subchapter applies, the court may award reasonable

attorney's fees to the prevailing party.
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SECTION 8.06. Section 273.061, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 273.061. JURISDICTION. (a) The supreme court or a
court of appeals may issue a writ of mandamus to compel the
performance of any duty imposed by law in connection with the
holding of an election or a political party convention, regardless
of whether the person responsible for performing the duty is a
public officer.

(b) The court of criminal appeals may issue a writ of

mandamus to compel the performance of any duty imposed by law in

connection with the provision, sequestration, transfer, or

impoundment of evidence in or records relating to a criminal

investigation conducted under this code or conducted in connection

with the conduct of an election or political party convention. If a

writ of mandamus 1s issued under this subsection, it shall include

an ordexr requiring the provision, sequestration, transfer, or

impoundment of the evidence or record.

SECTION 8.07. Subchapter D, Chapter 22, Government Code, is
amended by adding Sections 22.304 and 22.305 to read as follows:

Sec. 22.304. COURT SITTING IN PANELS FOR CERTAIN ELECTION

PROCEEDINGS; CRIMINAIL OFFENSE. (a) Notwithstanding any other law

or rule, a court proceeding entitled to priority under Section

22.305 and filed in the supreme court, the court of criminal

appeals, or a court of appeals shall be docketed by the clerk of the

court and assigned to a panel of three justices determined using an

automated assignment system.

(b) A person, including a public official, commits an
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offense if the person communicates with a court clerk with the

intention of influencing or attempting to influence the composition

of a three-justice panel assigned a specific proceeding under this

section.

(c) An offense under this section is a state jail felony.

(d) If a court clerk does not comply with this section, a

person may seek from the supreme court, the court of criminal

appeals, or a court of appeals a writ of mandamus as provided by

Section 273.061, Election Code, to compel compliance with this

section.

Sec. 22.305. PRIORITY OF CERTAIN ELECTION PROCEEDINGS. (a)

The supreme court, the court of criminal appeals, or a court of

appeals shall pricritize over any other proceeding pending or filed

in the court a proceeding for injunctive relief or for a writ of

mandamus under Chapter 273, Election Code, pending or filed in the

court on or after the 120th day before a general or special

election.

(b) If granted, oral arqument for a proceeding described by

Subsection (a) may be given in person or through electxonic means.

SECTION 8.08. Section 23.101, Government Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsections (b-1) and (b-2)
to read as follows:

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b-1), the [®he] trial

courts of this state shall reqularly and frequently set hearings
and trials of pending matters, giving preference to hearings and
trials of the following:

(1) temporary injunctions;
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(2) criminal actions, with the following actions given
preference over other criminal actions:

(A) criminal actions against defendants who are
detained in jail pending trial;

(B) criminal actions involving a charge that a
person committed an act of family violence, as defined by Section
71.004, Family Code;

{C) an offense under:

(i) Section 21.02 or 21.11, Penal Code;

(ii) Chapter 22, Penal Code, if the victim
of the alleged offense is younger than 17 years of age;

(iii) Section 25.02, Penal Code, if the
victim of the alleged offense is younger than 17 years of age;

(iv) Section 25.06, Penal Code;

{v) Section 43.25, Penal Code; or

(vi) Section 20A.02(a)(7), 20A.02(a})(8),
or 20A.03, Penal Code;

(D) an offense described by Article 62.001(6)(C)
or (D), Code of Criminal Procedure; and

(E) criminal actions against persons who are
detained as provided by Section 51.12, Family Code, after transfer
for prosecution in criminal court under Section 54.02, Family Code;

(3) election contests and suits under the Election
Code;

(4) orders for the protection of the family under
Subtitle B, Title 4, Family Code;

(5) appeals of final rulings and decisions of the
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division of workers' compensation of the Texas Department of
Insurance regarding workers' compensation claims and claims under
the Federal Employers' Liability Act and the Jones Act;

(6) appeals of final orders of the commissioner of the
General Land Office under Section 51.3021, Natural Resources Code;

(7) actions in which the claimant has been diagnosed
with malignant mesothelioma, other malignant asbestos-related
cancer, malignant silica-related cancer, or acute silicosis; and

(8) appeals brought under Section 42.01 oxr 42.015, Tax
Code, of orders of appraisal review boards of appraisal districts
established for counties with a population of léss than 175,000.

(b-1) Except for a criminal case in which the death penalty

has been or may be assessed or when it would otherwise intexfere

with a constitutional right, the trial courts of this state shall

prioritize over any other proceeding pending or filed in the court a

proceeding for injunctive relief under Chapter 273, Election Code,

pending or filed in the court on or after the 120th day before a

general or special election.

(b-~2) A hearing in a proceeding described by Subsection

(b—1) may be held in person oxr through electronic means.

SECTION 8.09. Chapter 23, Government Code, is amended by
adding Subchapter D to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER D. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 23.301. ASSIGNMENT OF CERTAIN ELECTION PROCEEDINGS;

CRIMINAL OFFENSE. (a) Notwithstanding any other law or rule, the

clerk of a district court in which a proceeding entitled to priority

under Section 23.101(b-1) is filed shall docket the proceeding and,
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if more than one district court in the county has jurisdiction over

the proceeding, randomly assign the proceeding to a district court

using an automated assignment system.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law or rule, the clerk of a

county court or statutory county court in which a'proceeding

entitled to priority under Section 23.101(b-1) is filed shall

docket the proceeding and, if more than one court in the county has

jurisdiction over the proceeding, randomly assign the proceeding to

a court using an automated assignment system.

(c) Notwithstanding any other law or rule, a proceeding

entitled to priority under Section 23.101(b-1) relating to a

temporary injunction shall have a court assigned under Subsection

(b) not later than 24 hours after the proceeding is filed and, if a

temporary injunction is granted, the injunction may not remain in

effect for longer than four days.

(d) A person, including a public_ official, commits an

offense if the person communicates with a county or district clerk

with the intention of influencing or attempting to influence the

court or judge assigned to a proceeding under this section.

(e) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor,

except that the offense is a state jail felony if it is shown on the

trial of the offense that the person committed the offense while

acting in the person's official capacity as an election official.

(f) If a district or county clerk does not comply with this

section, a person may seek from the supreme court, the court of

criminal appeals, or a court of appeals a writ of mandamus as

provided by Section 273.061, Election Code, to compel compliance
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with this section.

Sec. 23.302. DEADLINES IN CERTAIN ELECTION PROCEEDINGS.

(a) Not later than 24 hours after the proceeding is filed, a judge

to whom a case is assigned under Section 23.301(b) who wishes to be

recused from the proceeding must, before recusal:

(1) hear an application for any emergency temporary

relief sought;

(2) grant ox deny any emergency temporary relief

sought; and

(3) set a scheduling order that provides:

(A) a date for a hearing on any injunction sought

not later than five days after the date on which the proceeding was

filed; and

(B) discovery and deposition deadlines before

the expiration of any emergency relief order entered.

(b) The presiding judge of an administrative region shall

assign a new judge to a proceeding assigned under Section 23.301(b)

not later than 12 hours after the original judge assigned to the

proceeding is recused under Subsection {(a).

(¢) A final order in a proceeding filed under Section

273.081, Election Code, shall be submitted in writing to the

parties not later than 24 hours after the judge makes a final

determination in the proceeding.

(d) If a district judge does not comply with this section, a

person may seek from the supreme court, the court of criminal

appeals, or a court of appeals a writ of mandamus as provided by

Section 273.061, Election Code, to compel compliance with this

87R30396 TSS/ADM-D 60



O o0 O~ o m s W N

NI I N R R R R e e i i e = T =
M B W N B O W B N R W N = D

26

27

S.B. No. 7

section.

(e) Notwithstanding Section 23.101(b-1), a proceeding

relating to a permanent injunction being sought in connection to a

challenge under Section 141.034, Election Code, may be heard after

the primary election has been canvassed.

ARTICLE 9. INELIGIBLE VOTERS AND RELATED REFORMS
SECTION 9.01. Chapter 42, Code of Criminal Procedure, is
amended by adding Article 42.0194 to read as follows:

Art. 42.0194. FINDING REGARDING FELONY CONVICTION. In the

trial of a felony offense, if the defendant is 18 vyears of age orx

older and is adjudged quilty of the offense, the court shall:

(1) make an affirmative finding that the person has

been found guilty of a felony and entexr the affirmative finding in

the judgment of the case; and

{2) instruct the defendant regarding how the felony

conviction will impact the defendant's right to vote in this state.

SECTION 9.02. Article 42.01, Code of Criminal Procedure, is
amended by amending Section 4 and adding Section 16 to read as
follows:

Sec. 4. The Court of Criminal Appeals [Sffice—of—Court:
Adminicstration—of~the-Texas—Judicial—System] shall promulgate a

standardized felony judgment form that conforms to the requirements

of Section 1 of this article. A court entering a felony judgment
[Judgement] shall use the form promulgated under this section.

Sec. 16. In addition to the information described by

Section 1, the judgment should reflect the affirmative finding and

instruction entered pursuant to Article 42.0194.
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SECTION 9.03. Section 64.012, Election Code, is amended by
amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsections (c) and (d) to read
as follows:
(a) A person commits an offense if the person:

(1) votes or attempts to vote in an election in which
the person knows the person is not eligible to vote;

(2) knowingly votes or attempts to vote more than once
in an election;

(3) knowingly votes or attempts to vote a ballot
belonging to another person, or by impersonating another person;
[e¥]

(4) knowingly marks or attempts to mark any portion of
another person's ballot without the consent of that person, or
without specific direction from that person how to mark the ballot;
or

{(5) knowingly votes or attempts to vote in an election

in this state after voting in another state in an election in which

a federal office appears on the ballot and the election day for both

states is the same day.

{c) A person may nhot be convicted solely upon the fact that

the person signed a provisional ballot affidavit under Section

63.011 unless corroborated by other evidence that the person

knowingly committed the offense.

(d) If conduct that constitutes an offense under this

section also constitutes an offense under any other law, the actor

may be prosecuted under this section, the other law, or both.

SECTION 9.04. The change in law made by this article in
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adding Section 64.012(c), Election Code, applies to an offense
committed before, on, or after the effective date of this Act,
except that a final conviction for an offense under that section
that exists on the effective date of this Act remains unaffected by
this article.

ARTICLE 10. INTERNET POSTING AND DATABASE
SECTION 10.01. Chapter 4, Election Code, is amended by
adding Section 4.009 to read as follows:

Sec. 4.009. INTERNET POSTING. (a)} Not later than the 21st

day before election day, a county that holds or provides election

services for an election and maintains an Internet website shall

post on its public Internet website for an election administered by

the county:

(1) the date of the election;

{2) the location of each polling place;

(3) each candidate for an elected office on the

ballot; and

(4) each measure on the ballot.

(b) Not later than the 21st day before election day, a city

ox independent school district that holds an election and maintains

an Internet website shall post on the public Internet website for

the city or independent school district, as applicable:

(1) the date of the next election;

(2) the location of each polling place;

{3) each candidate for an elected office on the

ballot; and

(4) each measure on the ballot.
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SECTION 10.02. Subchapter A, Chapter 31, Election Code, is
amended by adding Sections 31.017 and 31.018 to read as follows:

Sec. 31.017. INTERNET DATABASE OF ELECTION INFORMATION.

(a) The secretary of state shall post on the secretary of state's

public Internet website a database containing information provided

by each authority responsible for giving notice of an election in

this state. The database must include the following information:

{1) the name of the authority;

(2) each office to be filled at the election;

(3) whether the office is elected at large or by

district; and

(4) the dates of the preceding and next election for

the office.

{b) The secretary of state shall adopt rules as necessary to

implement this section.

Sec. 31.018. INTERNET DATABASE FOR INCUMBENTS AND

CANDIDATES. (a) The secretary of state shall post on the secretary

of state's Internet website a database containing information about

each holder of and candidate fox any elected office in this state.

{b) The database must include the following information

about a holder of an elected office:

(l) name;

(2) office title, including any district, place, or

position;
(3) if the office is elected at large or by district;

(4) date of the previous and next election for the

office; and
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(5) public mailing address.

{c) The database must include the following information

about a candidate for an elected office:

{1) name;

(2) office sought, including any district, place, or

position;
(3) if the office is elected at large or by district;

(4) date of the election;

(5) public mailing address;

(6) public telephone number, if available;

(7) name of the incumbent; and

(8) if the candidate has filed as a write-in

candidate.

(d) The authority with whom a declaration of candidacy is

filed, a state chair of a political party, or the presiding officer

of a political party's convention shall provide information about a

candidate or officeholder to the secretary of state.

(e) The secretary of state shall adopt rules as necessary to

implement this section.

SECTION 10.03. Section 141.032, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsection (h) to read as follows:

({h) The authority with whom the application is filed shall

provide the secretary of state with the candidate'’s information

required for the secretary of state's Internet website under

Section 31.018. The secretary of state shall adopt rules as

necessary to implement this subsection.
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ARTICLE 11. REPEALER; SEVERABILITY; TRANSITION; EFFECTIVE DATE
SECTION 11.01. The following provisions of the Election
Code are repealed:
(1) Section B85.062(e);
(2) Section 86.0052(b);
(3) Section 86.0105(b); and
(4) Section 127.201(f).

SECTION 11.02. If any provision of this Act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of this
Act that can be given effect without the invalid provision or
application, and to this end the provisions of this Act are declared
to be severable.

SECTION 11.03. (a) Except as otherwise provided by this
Act, the changes in law made by this Act apply only to an offense
committed on or after the effective date of this Act. An offense
committed before the effective date of this Act is governed by the
law in effect when the offense was committed, and the former law is
continued in effect for that purpose. For purposes of this section,
an offense was committed before the effective date of this Act if
any element of the offense occurred before that date.

(b) The changes in law made by this Act apply only to an
election ordered on or after the effective date of this Act. Aan
election ordered before the effective date of this Act is governed
by the law in effect when the election was ordered, and the former
law is continued in effect for that purpose.

(c) The changes in law made by this Act apply only to an
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election contest for which the associated election occurred after
the effective date of this Act.

(d}) The changes in law made by this Act apply only to an
application to vote an early voting ballot by mail submitted on or
after the effective date of this Act. An application to vote an
early voting ballot by mail submitted before the effective date of
this Act is governed by the law in effect when the application was
submitted, and the former law is continued in effect for that
purpose.

(e} The changes in law made by this Act apply only to an
application for voter registration submitted on or after the
effective date of this Act.

SECTION 11.04. Not later than January 1, 2022, the
secretary of state shall develop the training course required by
Section 31.019, Election Code, as added by this Act.

SECTION 11.05. To the extent of any conflict, this Act
prevails over another Act of the B7th Legislature, Regular Session,
2021, relating to nonsubstantive additions to and corrections in
enacted codes.

SECTION 11.06. This Act takes effect immediately if it
receives a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each
house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution.
If this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate

effect, this Act takes effect September 1, 2021.
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SENATE VERSION

ARTICLE 1. VOTER REGISTRATION

No equivalent provision.
Ne equivalent provision.

SECTION 1.01. Chapter 42, Code of Criminal Procedure, is
amended by adding Article 42.0194 to read as follows:
Art. 42.0194. FINDING REGARDING FELONY

CONVICTION. In the trial of a felony offense. if the
defendant is 18 vears of age or older and is adjudged puilty
of the offense, the court shail:

(1)_make an affirmative finding that the person has been
found guilty of a felony and enter the affirmative finding in
the judgment of the case: and

(2) instruct the defendant regarding how the felonv

conviction will impact the defendant's right to vote in this
state.

No equivalent provision.

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396

Senate Bill 7
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

HOUSE VERSION (IE)

ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1.01. SHORT TITLE. This Act may be cited as
the Election Integrity Protection Act of 2021.

Sarme as Senate version.

Same as Senate version. SECTION __. [FA7(2)]

Same as Senale version.

CONFERENCE

(The conference committce may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1.01. Same as House version.

ARTICLE 9. INELIGIBLE VOTERS AND RELATED
REFORMS

SECTION 9.01. Same as Senate version.

SECTION 9.02. Article 42.01, Code of Criminal Procedure,
is amended by amending Section 4 and adding Section 16 to
read as follows:

Sec. 4. The Court of Criminal Appeals [Gffice—of—Court
Sedministzator—afthe—Tomae—ludiciel —System] shall
promulgate a standardized felony judgment form that
conforms 1o the requirements of Section | of this article. A

21.149.734



SENATE VERSION

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision,

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396

Senate Bill 7
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

HOUSE VERSION (IE)

SECTION 1.02. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to
exercise the legislature's constitutional authority under
Section 4, Article VI, Texas Constitution, to make all laws
necessary to detect and punish fraud. [FA2]

SECTION 1.03. FINDINGS. The legislature finds that:
(1) full, free, and fair elections are the underpinnings of a
stable constitutional democracy;

(2) minimizing the potential for fraud in elections and
enhancing the opportunities to vote strengthen our
constitutional democracy and provide for wide-scale
confidence in elections; [FA4(1)]

(3) reforms are needed to the election laws of this state to
ensure that fraud does not undermine the public confidence
in the electoral process;

(4) Section 4, Article VI, Texas Constitution, entrusts the
enactment of laws to make voting more accessible or 1o

CONFERENCE

[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.)

court entering a felony judgment [judgement] shall use the
form promulgated under this section.
Sec. 16. In addition to the information described by Section

1. the judgment should reflect the affirmative finding and
instruction entered pursuant to Article 42.0194.

SECTION 1.02, Same as House version.

SECTION 1.03. FINDINGS. The legislature finds that:
(1) full, free, and fair elections are the underpinnings of a
stable constitutional democracy;

(2) frand in elections threatens the stability of a
constitutional democracy by undermining public
confidence in the legitimacy of public officers chosen by
election;

(3) reforms are needed to the election laws of this state to
ensure that fraud does not undermine the public confidence
in the electoral process;

21.149.734
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No equivalent provision.

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396

Senate Bill 7
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

HOUSE VERSION (IE)

combat fraud in the electoral process to the sound
discretion of the legislature; [FA4(2),FA6(1)]

{5) the reforms to the election laws of this state made by this
Act are not intended to impair the right of free suffrage
guaranteed to the people of Texas by the United States and
Texas Constitutions, but are enacted solely to prevent fraud
in the electoral process and ensure that all legally cast ballots
are counted. Integral to the right to vote is the assurance of
voter access and the right for all votes legally cast to be
counted; [FAG6(2})]

(6) additionally, preventing a valid vote from being counted
violates the basic constitutional rights guaranteed to each
citizen by the United States Constitution and the law of the
land, and

(7) providing for voter access and increasing, the stability of
a constitutional democracy ensures public confidence in the
legitimacy of public officers chosen by election. [FA6(3)]

SECTION 1.04. Chapter 1, Election Code, is amended by
adding Section 1.0015 to read as follows:
Sec. 1.0015. LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the intent of the

legislature that the application of this code and the conduct
of elections shall be uniform_and consistent throughout this
state to increase voter access and reduce the likelihood of
fraud in the conduct of elections, promote voter access. and
ensure that all /fewfully cast votes are counted.
[FA4(3);FAG{4)]

CONFERENCE

(The conference commitiee may have exceeded the lintitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.)

(4) the reforms to the election laws of this state made by this
Act are not intended to impair the right of free suffrage
guaranteed to the people of Texas by the United States and
Texas Constitutions, but are enacted solely to prevent fraud
in the electoral process and ensure that all legally cast ballots
are counted. Integral to the right to vote is the assurance of
voter access and the right for all votes legally cast to be
counted;

(5) additionally, preventing a valid vote from being counted
violates the basic constitutional rights guaranteed to each
citizen by the United States Constitution; and

(6) providing for voter access and increasing the stability of
a constitutional democracy ensures public confidence in the
legitimacy of public officers chosen by election.

SECTION 1.04. Chapter 1, Election Code, is amended by
adding Section 1.0015 to read as follows:
Sec. 1.0015. LEGISLATIVE INTENT. 1t is the intent of

the legislature that the application of this code and_the
conduct of elections be uniform and consistent throughout
this state to reduce the likelihood of fraud in the conduct of
elections. protect the secrecy of the ballot, promote voter
access, and ensure that all legally cast ballots are counted.

21.149.734
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

(See ARTICLE 1, VOTER REGISTRATION, above.)

SECTION 1.02. Section 13.002, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsection (c-1) to read as follows:

fe-1} A registration application nust require the applicant

to_affirmatively indicate all information provided on the
application.

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396

Senate Bill 7
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

HOUSE VERSION (IE)

SECTION 1.05. Section 1.003, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsection (a-1) to read as follows:

(a-1) A public official shall construe the provisions of this

code strictly to effect the intent of the legislature under
Section 1.0015.

Same as Senate version. SECTION 1.06. [Deleted by
FA6(5))

SECTION __.Section 1.018, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 1.018. APPLICABILITY OF PENAL CODE. In
addition to Section 1.03, Penal Code, and to other titles of
the Penal Code that may apply to this code, Titles 2 and
[Fitte] 4, Penal Code, apply [apphes] to offenses prescribed
by this code. [FAG6(6)]

(See ARTICLE 2, REGISTRATION OF VOTERS AND
CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS, below,)

No eguivalent provision.

CONFERENCE

(The conference comumittee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

SECTION 1.05. Section 1.003, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsection (a-1) to read as follows:
(a-1} FElection officials and other public officials shall

strictly construe the provisions of this code to_effect the
intent of the legislature under Section 1.0015.

Same as Senate version.

SECTION 1.06. Same as House version.

ARTICLE 2. REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

SECTION 2.01. Section 13.002, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsection (c-1) to read as follows:
fc-1) The information required under Subsection (c} must

be supplied by the person desiring to register to vote.

21.149.734



SENATE VERSION

SECTION 1.03. Section 15.028, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 15.028. NOTICE OF UNLAWFUL VOTING OR
REGISTRATION [Fo—PRROSECUTOR]. (@] If the
registrar determines that a person who is not eligible to vote

may have registered to vote or [a-registered-voter] voted in
an election, the registrar shall execute and deliver to the

attorney pgeneral, the secretary of state, and the county or
district attorney having jurisdiction in the territory covered
by the election an affidavit stating the relevant facts.

[ tEthe-elestion-cavers-terndtan—in-meretharere-county
the—repistrarshall alse-deliver-an-affidevit-te—the-attemey
generak]

No equivalent provision.
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Same as Senate version.
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imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

SECTION 2.03. Section 15.028, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec, 15.028. NOTICE OF UNLAWFUL VOTING OR
REGISTRATION [FOPROSECUTOR]. [(@)] If the
registrar determines that a person who is not eligible to vote
registered to vote or [a-registered-veoter] voted in an election,
the registrar shall execute and deliver to the attorney general,
the secretary of state, and the county or district attorney
having jurisdiction in the territory covered by the election an
affidavit stating the relevant facts,
[(e)-tEthe-alectioncoverslessitonin-more-tham-oRa-eouns;
the—regisrar shell-aloo—delbrerenoffidavdii-te—theattomay
generak]

SECTION 2.04. Section 31.006, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec.31.006. REFERRAL [GFE—COMPBREAINT] TO
ATTORNEY GENERAL. (a) If, after receiving or
discovering information indicating _that [e—ecomplaint
alteging] criminal conduct in connection with an election has
occurred, the secretary of state determines that there is
reasonable cause to suspect that [the—aleged] criminal
conduct occurred, the secretary shall promptly refer the
information [eemplaint] to the attorney general. The
secretary shall deliver to the attorney general all pertinent
documents and information in the secretary's possession.
(b) The documents and information submitted under
Subsection (a) are not considered public information until:
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No equivalent provision.
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(1) the secretary of state makes a determination that the
information [eemplaint] received does not warrant an
investipation; or

(2) if referred to the aitomey general, the attorney general
has completed the investigation or has made a determination
that jinformation [eemmplaint] referred does not warrant an
investigation,

SECTION 2.05. Subchapter A, Chapter 31, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 31.019 to read as follows:
Sec. 31.019. ENFORCEMENT _OF __ VOTER _ROLL
MAINTENANCE PROVISIONS. (a) in order to ensure
compliance with voter roll maintenance provisions, the
secretary of state shall monitor each county's list of
registered voters to ensure that no county has a number of
registered_voters in the county equal to or greater than the
number of people eligible to register to vote in the county.
(b)_If the secretary of state determines that a county has a
number_of registered voters equal to or greater than the
number of people eligible to register to vote in the county,
the secretary of state shall notify the appropriate registrar in
writing.

(c) Not iater than 30 days afier receiving notice under
Subsection (b), a registrar must:

1) refute. in writing, that the number of registered voters is
equal to or preater than the number of people eligible to
register to vote in the county and the failure to comply
alleged by the notice; or
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imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.)

(2) develop aremediation plan to address failures to comply
with voter roll maintenance provisions and send a copy of
the plan to the secretary of state.

(d)_If a voter registrar fails to respond to a notice under
Subsection (c), refutes an allegation under Subsection (¢)(1),
or fails to comply with a provision of the remediation plan
developed by the registrar under Subsection (c)(2). the
secretary of state shall:

(1) require the registrar 1o attend a training course developed
under Subsection (h);

(2) publish notice that the county is undergoing an audit

under this subsection on the secretary of state's Internet
website:

(3) audit the voter registration list for the county in which
the registrar serves: and

4) identify voter roll maintenance provisions with_ which
the registrar is failing to comply and provide a list to the

registrar.
{e) If the secretary of state determines that a voler registrar

has not_performed any overt actions in_pursuance of

compliance with the provisions identified under Subsection
(d){4) within 14 days of receiving the list under Subsection
(d)(4), the secretary of state shall;

(1) withhold distribution of state funds for financing voter
registration to the county until the registrar takes action in
pursuance of compliance; and
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SECTION 1.04. Section 16.0332(a), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) Afierthe registrar receives a list under Section 18.068 of
this code or Section 62.113, Government Code, of persons
excused or disqualified from jury service or otherwise
determined to be ineligible to vote because of citizenship
status, the registrar shall deliver to each registered voter
whose name appears on the list a written notice requiring the
voter to submit to the registrar proof of United Siates
citizenship in the form of a certified copy of the voter's birth

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396

Senate Bill 7
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

HOUSE VERSION (IE)

No equivalent provision.
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limilations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

(2) inform the attomey general that the county which the
registrar_serves may be subject to a civil penalty under
Subsection ().

A county is liable to this state for a civil penalty of $1.000
for each day afier the 14th day following the receipt of a list
under Subsection {d){(4) that the county's voter registrar fails

to take overt action to comply with provisions identified
under that subsection. The atiomey general may bring an

action to recover a civil penalty imposed under this section.
(e) A civil penalty collected by the attorney general under

this section shall be deposited in the state treasury to the
credit of the general revenue fund.

(h)_The secretary of state shall develop and implement a
three-hour training course for county clerks and registrars on
the maintenance of voter rolls required and permitted by law.
(i)_The secretary of state shall adopt rules and prescribe
procedures for the implementation of’ this section.

Same as House version.
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certificate, United States passport, or certificate of
naturalization or any other form prescribed by the secretary
of state. The notice shall be delivered by forwardable mail
to the mailing address on the voter's registration application
and to any new address of the voter known to the registrar,

(See ARTICLE 4, ENFORCEMENT, below.)

SECTION 1.05. Section 18.065, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsections (e), (),
and (g) to read as follows:

(a) The secretary of state shall monitor each registrar for
substantial compliance with Sections 15.083, 16.032,
16.0332, and 18.061 and with rules implementing the
statewide computerized voter registration list.

(e) If a registrar fails to correct @ violation within 30 days of
a notice under Subsection (b), the secretary of state shall

correct the violation gn behalf of the registrar.

(D) _A registrar is liable to this state for a civil penalty of
$100 for each violation corrected by the secretary of state
under Subsection (e). The attorney general may bring an

action to recover a civil penaity imposed under this section.
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No equivalent provision.
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the final determination on this issue.]

ARTICLE 8. ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 8.01. Section 18.065, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsections (e), (f),
and (g) to read as follows:

(a) The secretary of state shall monitor each registrar for
substantial compliance with Sections 15.083, 16.032,
16.0332, and 18.061 and with rules implementing the
statewide computerized voter registration list.

(e) A regisirar shall correct a violation within 30 days of a
notice under Subsection (b). 1f a registrar fails to correct
the violation within 30 days of a notice under Subsection (b},
the secretary of state shall;

(1) correct the violation on behalf of the registrar; and
2) notify the attorney general that the registrar failed to

correct a vielation under this subsection.

(D) A county served by a registrar who fails to_correct a
violation under Subsection fe) is liable to this_state for a
civil penalty of 51,000 for each_violation corrected by the
secretary of state under that subsection. The attorney general

21.149.734



SENATE VERSION

{g) A civil penalty collected by the attomey general under
this section shall be deposited in the state treasury to the
credit of the general revenue fund.

SECTION 1.06. The changes in law made by this article

apply only to an application for voter registration submitted
on or after the effective date of this Act.

ARTICLE 2. VOTING BY MAIL

No equivalent provision.
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Same as Senate version.
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the final determination on this issue.]

may bring an action to recover a civil penalty imposed under

() A civil penalty collected by the attorney general under
this section shall be deposited in the state treasury to the
credit of the general revenue fund.

SECTION 11.03 (part)

(e) The changes in law made by this Act apply only to an
application for voter registration submitted on or afier the
effective date of this Act.

ARTICLE 5. VOTING BY MAIL

SECTION 5.01. Section 82.002, Election Code, is amended

to read as follows:

Sec. 82.002. DISABILITY. (a) A qualified voter is eligible

for early voling by mail if the voter js not capable of [has-a
. . " i

appearing at the polling place on election day without (a

likelihood-of] needing personal assistance or [ef] injuring the
voter's health due to the voter's:

(1) illness;

(2) injury;

(3) medical confinement ordered by a health care
professional: or

(4)_mental or physical disability.
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No equivalent provision.

SECTION 2.01. Subchapter A, Chapter 84, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 84.0011 to read as foilows:
Sec. 84.0011. SOLICITATION OF BALLOT BY MAIL
APPLICATIONS PROHIBITED. The early vating clerk
may make no attempt to solicit a person to complete an
application for an early voting ballot by mail, whether
directly or through a third party.

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396
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HOUSE VERSION (IE)

Same as Senate version.

No equivalent provision.

Senate Bill 7
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the final determination on this issue.}

(b) The following do not constitute [Expeeted—ortikely
confinement—for—childbirth—en—elestion—day—is] sufficient
cause to entitle a voter to vote under Subsection (a);

(1) alack of transporiation:

{2) an iilness, injury, or disability that does not prevent the

voter from appearing at the polling place on election day
without a likelihood of needing personal assistance or of

injuring the voter's health; or

(3) a_requirement to appear at the voter's place of
employment on election day.

{c) An application for a ballot to be voted by mail on the
ground of disability must require the applicant to specifically
select the prounds on which the voter is eligible under
Subsection (a).

SECTION 5.02. Section 84.001(b), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) An application must be submitted in writing and signed
by the applicant using ink on paper. An electronic signature

or photocopied signature is not permitied.

Same as House version,
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SECTION 2.02. Section 84.002, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsection (c) to read as follows:

Ne equivalent provision.
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SECTION 5.03. Section 84.002, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection {c) to
read as follows:

(a) An early voting ballot application must include:

(1) the applicant's name and the address at which the
applicant is registered to vote;

(1-a)_the following information;

A) the number of the applicant's driver's license or personal
identification card issued by the Department of Public
Safety:

(B) if the applicant has not been issued a number described
by Paragraph (A), the last four digits of the applicant's social
security number; or

C) a statement by the applicant that the applicant has not
been issued a number described by Paragraph (A) or (B):
(2) for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail on the
ground of absence from the county of residence, the address
outside the applicant's county of residence to which the
ballot is to be mailed;

(3) for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail on the
ground of age or disability;

(A) [5] the address of the hospital, nursing home or other
long-term care facility, or retirement center, or of a person
related to the applicant within the second degree by affinity
or the third degree by consanguinity, as determined under
Chapter 573, Government Code, if the applicant is living at
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{c) An application for a ballot to be voted by mail on the
ground of disability must require the applicant to
affirmatively indicate that the applicant agrees with the
statement "l have a sickness or physical condition that
prevents me_from appearing at the polling place on election
day without a likelihood of needing personal assistance or
injuring my heaith." as prescribed by Section 82.002(a).

No equivalent provision.
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the final determination on this issue.}

that address and that address is different from the address at
which the applicant is registered to vote; and

(B) if applicable, the selected specific grounds on which the

voter is eligible for a ballot to be voted by mail on the ground
of disability, as required by Section 82.002(c);

(4) for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail on the
ground of confinement in jail, the address of the jail or of a
person related to the applicant within the degree described
by Subdivision (3);

(5) for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail on any
ground, an indication of each election for which the applicant
is applying for a ballot; and

(6) an indication of the ground of eligibility for early voting.

Same as House version.

fc) A person may use the number of a driver's license or
personal identification card that has expired for the purpose
of fulfilling the requirement under Subsection (a)( 1-a) if the

license or identification is otherwise valid.
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SECTION 2.03. Section 84.011(a), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) The officially prescribed application form for an early
voting ballot must include:

(1) immediately preceding the signature space the statement:
"I certify that the information given in this application is true,
and | understand that piving false information in this
application is a state jail felony ferime].",

(2) a statement informing the applicant of the offenses
prescribed by Sections 84.003 and 84.004;

(3) spaces for entering an applicant's voter registration
number and county election precinct of registration, with a
statement informing the applicant that failure to furnish that
information does not invalidate the application; and

(4) on an application for a ballot to be voted by mail:

(A) a space for an applicant applying on the ground of
absence from the county of residence to indicate the date on
or after which the applicant can receive mail at the address
outside the county;

(B) a space for indicating the fact that an applicant whose
application is signed by a wilness cannot make the
applicant's mark and a space for indicating the relationship
or lack of relationship of the witness to the applicant;

(C) a space for entering an applicant's telephone number,
with a statement informing the applicant that failure to
furnish that information does not invalidate the application;
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No equivalent provision.
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SECTION 5.04. Section 84.011(a), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) The officially prescribed application form for an early
voting ballot must include:

(1) immediately preceding the signature space the
statement: "l certify that the information given in this
application is true, and I understand that giving false
information in this application is a crime.";

(2) a statement informing the applicant of the offenses
prescribed by Sections 84.003 and 84.004;

(3) spaces for entering an applicant's voter registration
number and county election precinct of registration, with a
statement informing the applicant that failure to furnish that
information does not invalidate the application;

{3-a) a space for entering the information required under
Section 84.002(a){I-a); and

(4) on an application for a ballot to be voted by mail:

(A) a space for an applicant applying on the ground of
absence from the county of residence to indicate the date on
or after which the applicant can receive mail at the address
outside the county;

(B) a space for indicating the fact that an applicant whose
application is signed by a witness cannot make the
applicant's mark and a space for indicating the relationship
or lack of relationship of the witness to the applicant;

(C) a space for entering an applicant's telephone number,
with a statement informing the applicant that failure to
furnish that information does not invalidate the application;
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(D) aspace or box for an applicant applying on the ground
of age or disability to indicate that the address to which the
ballot is to be mailed is the address of a facility or relative
described by Section 84.002(a)(3), if applicable;

(E) a space or box for an applicant applying on the ground
of confinement in jail to indicate that the address to which
the batlot is to be mailed is the address of a relative described
by Section 84.002(a)(4), if applicable;

(F) a space for an applicant applying on the ground of age
or disability to indicate if the application is an application
under Section 86.0015;

(G) spaces for entering the signature, printed name, and
residence address of any person assisting the applicant;

(H) a statement informing the applicant of the condition
prescribed by Section 81.005; and

(I) a statement informing the applicant of the requirement
prescribed by Section 86.003(c).

SECTION 2.04. Subchapter A, Chapter 84, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 84.0111 to read as follows:
Sec. 84.0111. PROHIBITION ON DISTRIBUTION OF
APPLICATION FORM. (a) Unless authorized by this code,
an_officer or employee of this state or of a political
subdivision of this state may not distribute an application
form for an early voting ballot to a person who did not
request an application under Section 84.001.

(b) An officer or employee of this state or of a political
subdivision of this state may not use public funds to facilitate
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the final determination on this issue.]

(D) a space or box for an applicant applying on the ground
of age or disability to indicate that the address to which the
ballot is to be mailed is the address of a facility or relative
described by Section 84.002(a)(3), if applicable;

(E) a space or box for an applicant applying on the ground
of confinement in jail to indicate that the address to which
the ballot is to be mailed is the address of a relative described
by Section 84.002(a)(4), if applicable;

(F) a space for an applicant applying on the ground of age
or disability to indicate if the application is an application
under Section 86.0015;

(G) spaces for entering the signature, printed name, and
residence address of any person assisting the applicant;

(H) a statement informing the applicant of the condition
prescribed by Section 81.005; and

(I) a statement informing the applicant of the requirement
prescribed by Section 86.003(c).

Same as House version.
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the distribution by another person of an application form for
an early voting ballot to a person who did not request an
application under Section 84.001.

SECTION 2.05. Section 84.035, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 84.035, BALLOT SENT TO APPLICANT. (a) Ifthe
early voting clerk cancels an application by an applicant to
whom an early voting ballot has been sent, the clerk shall:
(1) remove the applicant's name from the early voting roster;
and

(2) make any other entries in the records and take any other
action necessary to prevent the ballot from being counted if
returned.

{b) A person to whom an early voting ballot has been sent
who cancels the person's application_for a ballot to be voted

by mail in accordance with Section 84.032 but fails to return
the ballot to be voted by mail to the early voting clerk, deputy
carly voting clerk, or presiding judge as provided by that

section may only vote a provisional ballot_under Section
63.011.

No equivalent provision.
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Same as Senate version.
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SECTION 5.05. Section 84.035, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 84.035. BALLOT SENT TO APPLICANT. (a) If the
early voting clerk cancels an application by an applicant to
whom an early voting ballot has been sent, the clerk shall:
(1) remove the applicant's name from the early voting
roster; and

(2) make any other entries in the records and take any other
action necessary to prevent the ballot from being counted if
returned.

(b) An election judge may permif a person to whom an early
voling ballot has been sent who cancels the person's

application for a ballot to be voted by mail in accordance
with Section 84.032 but fails to return the ballot 1o be voted
by mail to the early voting clerk, deputy early voting clerk,
or presiding judge as provided by that seclion fo vote only a
provisional ballot under Section 63.011.

SECTION 5.06. Section 86.001, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsection (f) to read as follows:

(D)_If the information required under Section 84.002(a)(1-a)

included on the application does not match the information
on the applicant's application for voter repistration under

Section_13.002(c)(8). the clerk shall reject the application.
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Ne equivalent provision.

SECTION 2.06. Section 86.006, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsections (a) and (¢} and adding Subsection
{a-2) to read as follows:

(a) A marked ballot voted under this chapter must be
returned to the early voting clerk in the official carrier
envelope. The carrier envelope may be delivered in another
envelope and must be transported and delivered only by:
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SECTION 3.09. Section 86.006(a-1), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

No equivalent provision.
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SECTION 5.07. Section 86.002, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsections (g), (h), and (i) to read as follows:

{g) The carrier envelope must include a space that is hidden
from view when the envelope is sealed for the voter to enter
the following information:

(1) the number of the voter's driver's license or personal
identification card issued by the Depariment of Public
Safety:

(2} if the voter has not been issued a number described by
Subdivision (1), the last four digits of the voter's social
security number; or

(3) a staternent by the applicant that the applicant has not
been issued a number described by Subdivision (1) or (2).

{h) A person may use the number of a driver's license or
personal identification card that has expired for purposes of

Subsection (g) if the license or identification_is_otherwise
valid.

(i) No record associating an individual voter with a ballot
may be created.

SECTION 4.08. Section 86.006, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (a-2) to
read as follows:

(a) Same as Senate version.
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(1) mail;

(2) common or contract carrier; or

(3) subject to Subsections [Subseetion] (a-1) and (a-2), in-
person delivery by the voter who voted the ballot.

No equivalent provision.

(a-2) An in-person delivery of a marked ballot voted under
this chapter must be received by a person at the time of
delivery, A4 ballot delivered in violation of this subsection
may not be counted,

(e) Carrier envelopes may not be collected and stored at
another location for subsequent delivery to the early voting
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{a-1} The voler may deliver a marked ballot in person to the
early voting clerk's office only while the polls are open on
election day. A voter who delivers a marked ballot in person
must present an acceptable form of identification described
by Section 63.0101. [f a poll watcher duly accepted for
service is available at the time of the delivery of ballots under
this subsection. the watcher is entitled to observe the
delivery. The poll watcher must be able to determine how

the ballots are being delivered and how election officials are
making decisions about the delivery of ballots, if applicable.

The poll watcher may not disrupt the process of delivering
ballots. [FA4(8);FAG6(17)-(18)]

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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Same as Senate version.

(a-2) An in-person delivery of a marked ballol voted under
this chapter must be received by an election official at the
time of delivery. The receiving official shail record the
voler's name, signatyre, and type of identification provided
under Section 63.0101 on a roster prescribed by the
secretary of state. The receiving official shall attest on the
roster that the delivery complies with this section.

Same as House version.
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clerk. The secretary of state shall prescribe appropriate
procedures to implement this subsection and to provide
accountability for the delivery of the carrier envelopes from

the voting place to the early voting clerk. A ballot delivered

in violation of this subsection may not be counted.

SECTION 2.07. Section 86.011(c), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(c) If the return is not timely, the clerk shall enter the time
of receipt on the carrier envelope and retain it in a locked
container for the period for preserving the precinct election
records. The clerk shall destroy the unopened envelope and
its contents afier the preservation period.

(See ARTICLE 3, ELECTION SECURITY, below.)

No equivalent provision.
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ARTICLE 2. REGISTRATION OF VOTERS AND
CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS

SECTION 2, . Section 2.053(a), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) On receipt of the certification, the governing body of the
political subdivision by order or ordinance shall [may]
declare each unopposed candidate elected to the office. If no
election is to be held on election day by the political
subdivision, a copy of the order or ordinance shall be posted
on election day at each polling place used or that would have
been used in the election. [FA10]
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CONFERENCE

[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make
the final determination on this issue.]

SECTION 5.08. Same as Senate version.

ARTICLE 3. CONDUCT AND SECURITY OF
ELECTIONS.

SECTION 3.01. Same as House version,
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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SECTION 2. . Section 2.056(c), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(c) A certifying authority shall [ma¥] declare a candidate
elected to an office of the state or county government if, were
the election held, only the votes cast for that candidate in the
election for that office may be counted. [FA10]

SECTION 2.__. Section 13.046(h), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:
(h) The secretary of state shali:

(1) consult with the Texas Education Agency regarding the
number of registration application forms to provide to each
high school;

(2) _provide 10 each high school registration application
forms once each fall and spring_semester in the number

determined from the consultation under Subdivision (1); and
(3) prescribe any additional procedures necessary to
implement this section. [FA13]

SECTION 2.01. Sections 16.001(a) and (b), Election Code,
are amended to read as follows:

(a) Each month the local registrar of deaths shall prepare an
abstract of each death certificate issued in the month for a
decedent 18 years of age or older who was a resident of the
state at the time of death. The local registrar of deaths shall
file each abstract with the voler registrar of the decedent's
county of residence and the secretary of state as soon as
possible, but not later than the 7th [10+h] day after [efthe
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make
the final determination on this issue.]

SECTION 3.02. Same as House version.

Same as Senate version.

Same as Senate version.
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No equivalent provision.

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396

Senate Bill 7
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

HOUSE VERSION (lE)

month—follewing—the—menth—in—whieh] the abstract is
prepared.

(b) Each month the clerk of each court having probate
jurisdiction shall prepare an abstract of each application for
probate of a will, administration of a decedent's estate, or
determination of heirship, and each affidavit under Chapter
205, Estates Code, that is filed in the month with a court
served by the clerk. The clerk shall file each abstract with
the voter registrar and the secretary of slate as_soon as
possible, but not later than the 7th [18th] day afier [ei-the
month—follewing—the—month—in—which] the abstract is

prepared.

SECTION 2. . Section 52.092(a), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) Except as provided by Section 2.053(c) or 2.056(e), for
[For] an election at which offices regularly filled at the
general election for state and county officers are to appear on
the ballot, the offices shall be listed in the following order:
(1} offices of the federal government;

(2) offices of the state government:

(A) statewide offices;

(B) district offices;

(3) offices of the county government:

{A) county offices;

(B) precinct offices. [FA10]
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make
the final determination on this issue.]

SECTION 3.04. Same as House version.

21.149.734



SENATE VERSION

SECTION 2.08. Chapter 86, Election Code, is amended by
adding Section 86.015 to read as follows:

Sec.  86.015. ELECTRONIC _TRACKING _OF
APPLICATION FOR BALLOT VOTED BY MAIL OR
BALLOT VOTED BY MAIL. (a} The secretary of state
shall develop or otherwise provide an online tool 10 each
early voting clerk that enables a person who submits an
application for a ballot to be voted by mail to_track the
location and status of the person's application and batlot an
the secretary's Internet website and on the county's Intemnet
website if the early voting clerk is the county clerk of a
county that maintains an Intemet website.

(b) The online tool developed or provided under Subsection
{a) must require the voter to provide, before permitting the
voter to access information described by that subsection:
(1)_the voter's name and registration address and the last four
digits of the votet's social security number: and

(2} the voter's;

(A)_driver's license number; or

(B) _personal identification card number issued by the
Department of Public Safety.

{c)}_An online tool used under this section must update the
applicable Intemet website as soon as practicable after each

of the following events occurs:

(1} receipt by the early voting clerk of the person's
application for a baliot to be voted by mail;

(2} acceptance or rejection by the early voting clerk of the
person's application for a ballot to be voted by mail;
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HOUSE VERSION (IE)

Substantially same as Senate version. [FA14]
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

No equivalent provision.
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(3) placement in the mail by the early voting clerk of the

person's official ballot;
(4) receipt by the early voting clerk of the person's marked

ballot: and

(5) acceptance or rejection by the early voting ballot board
of a person's marked ballot.

(c-1} The information contained in _Subsection (c) is not
public _information for the purposes of Chapter 552,
Government Code, until afier Election Day.

{d) The secretary of state shall adopt rules and prescribe

procedures as necessary to implement this section.

SECTION 2.09. Section 87.027(i), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(i) The signature verification committee shall compare the
signature on each carrier envelope certificate, except those
signed for a voter by a witness, with the signature on the
voter's ballot application to determine whether the signatures
are those of the voter. The committee may also compare the
signatures with any known signature ftwo—or—more
signatsres] of the voter [made-withinthe preceding—six
years-and] on file with the county clerk or voter registrar to
determine whether the signatures are those of the voter.
Except as provided by Subsection (1), a determination under
this subsection that the signatures are not those of the voter
must be made by a majority vote of the committee's
membership. The committee shall place the jacket
envelopes, carrier envelopes, and applications of voters
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SECTION _ .Section 87.027(i), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

(i) The signature verification committee shall compare the
signature on each carrier envelope certificate, except those
signed for a voter by a witness, with the signature on the
voter's ballot application to determine whether the signatures
are those of the voter. The committee may also compare the
signatures with any fwe or more signatures of the voter
made within the preceding six years and on file with the
county clerk or voter registrar 1o determine whether the
signatures are those of the voter. Except as provided by
Subsection (I}, a determination under this subsection that the
signatures are not those of the voter must be made by a
majority vote of the committee's membership. The
committee shall place the jacket envelopes, -carrier
envelopes, and applications of voters whose signatures are

23
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make
the final determination on this issue.]

SECTION 5.09. Same as Senate version.
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whose signatures are not those of the voter in separate
containers from those of voters whose signatures are those
of the voter.

The committee chair shall deliver the sorted materials to the
early voting ballot board at the time specified by the board's
presiding judge.

SECTION 2.10. Section 87.041fe), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

No equivalent provision.
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not those of the voter in separate containers from those of
voters whose signatures are those of the voter. As soon as

practicable, but in no event more than one business day,
after the committee discovers that a voter did not sign the
carrier envelope certificate or determines that the signature
on the voter's ballot application or certificate is not that of
the voter, the committee chair shall deliver the jacket
envelope, carrier envelope, and application of the voter to
the early voting ballet board.

The committee chair shall deliver the jacket envelopes,

carrier _envelopes, and applications _of voters whaose

signatures gre those of the voter [serted-materials] to the
carly voting ballot board at the time specified by the board's

presiding judge. {FA15]

SECTION __. Sections 87.041¢b) and (d), Election Code,
are amended 1o read as follows:

(b) Except as provided by Section 87.0411(h), a {4] ballot
may be accepted only if:

(1) the carrier envelope certificate is properly executed;

(2) neither the voter's signature on the ballot application nor
the signature on the carrier envelope certificate is determined
to have been executed by a person other than the voter,
unless signed by a witness;
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[The conference commitiee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.}

SECTION 5.10. Section 87.041, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsections (b) and (e) and adding Subsection
(d-1) to read as follows:

(b) A ballot may be accepted only if:

(1) the carrier envelope certificate is properly executed;

(2) neither the voter's signature on the ballot application nor
the signature on the carrier envelope certificate is determined
to have been executed by a person other than the voter,
unless signed by a witness;
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No equivalent provision.
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(3) the voter's ballot application states a legal ground for
early voting by mail;

(4) the voter is registered to vote, if registration is required
by law;

{5) the address to which the ballot was mailed to the voter,
as indicated by the application, was outside the voter's
county of residence, if the ground for early voting is absence
from the county of residence;

{6) for a voter to whom a statement of residence form was
required to be sent under Section 86.002(a), the statement of
residence is retumned in the carrier envelope and indicates
that the voter satisfies the residence requirements prescribed
by Section 63.0011; and

(7) the address to which the ballot was mailed to the voter is
an address that is otherwise required by Sections 84.002 and
86.003. [FA15]

(d) Except as provided by Section 87.0411{h). a [A] ballot

shall be rejected if any requirement prescribed by Subsection
(b) is not satisfied. In that case, the board shall indicate the
rejection by entering "rejected" on the carrier envelope and
on the corresponding jacket envelope. [FA15]
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.)

(3) the voter's ballot application states a legal ground for
early voting by mail;

(4) the voter is registered to vote, if registration is required
by law;

{5) the address to which the ballot was mailed to the voter,
as indicated by the application, was outside the voter's
county of residence, if the ground for early voting is absence
from the county of residence;

(6) for a voter to whom a statemenl of residence form was
required to be sent under Section 86.002(a), the statement of
residence is returned in the carrier envelope and indicates
that the voter satisfies the residence requirements prescribed
by Section 63.0011; fanrd]

{7) the address to which the ballot was mailed to the voter is
an address that is otherwise required by Sections 84.002 and
86.003; and

(8) the information required under Section 86.002(p)
provided by the voter matches the information on the

voter's_application for vater registration under Section
13.002(c)(8).

Same as Senate version,
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No equivalent provision.

{e) In making the determination under Subsection (b)(2), the
board may also compare the signatures with any known

signature [twe-or-more-sigratures] of the voter [made-within
the-precedingsix-years-and] on file with the county clerk or

voter registrar fo determine whether the signatures are
those of the voter.

SECTION 2.11. Sections 87.062(a) and {(c), Election Code,
are amended to read as follows:

(a) On the direction of the presiding judge, the early voting
ballot board, in accordance with Section 85.032(b), shall
open the containers [eentairer] for the early voting ballots
that are to be counted by the board, retmove the contents from
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Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

HOUSE VERSION (lE)

Same as Senate version.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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(d-1)_If a voter provides the information required under
Section 86.002(g) and it matches the information_on the
voter's application for voter registration under Section
13.002(c)(8). the signature on the ballot application and on
the carrier envelope certificate shall be rebuttably presumed
to be the signatures of the voter.

(e) In making the determination under Subsection (b)(2), 0
determine whether the signatures are those of the voter. the
board:
(1) _shall request from the Department of Public Safety any
signature of the voter's on file with that department and
compare the signatures of the voter on the ballot
application_and the carrier envelope certificate with _any
signature provided; and
{2} may also compare the signatures with any known
signature {twe-or-more-sigaatures] of the voter [made-within
the-precedingsix-years-and] on file with the county clerk or
voter registrar [to—determine—whether—the-sighatiures—are
those-gitilaveter].

SECTION 5.12. Sections 87.062(a) and {(c), Election Code,
are amended to read as follows:

(a) Same as Senate version.
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each [the] container, and remove any ballots enclosed in
ballot envelopes from their envelopes.

(c) Ballots voted by mail shall be tabulated separately from
the ballots voted by personal appearance and shall be

eparatel_\g regorled on the returns [Jihe—sesu-l-ts—ef—eﬂ—eafly

shal-be included-in-the-same-returm ]

SECTION 2.12. Section 87.103, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 87.103. COUNTING BALLOTS AND PREPARING
RETURNS. (a) The early voting electronic system ballots
counted at a central counting station, the ballots cast at
precinct polling places, and the ballots voted by mail shall be
tabulated separately [frem-the-ballets-castat-precinetpelling
plases] and shall be separately reported on the returns.

(b) The early voting returns prepared at the central counting
station must include any early voting results obtained by the

early voting ballot board under Subchapter [Subehapters] D
[and-E).

SECTION 2.13. Section 87.126, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsection (a-1) to read as follows:

{a-1) Electronic records made under this section shall record
both sides of any application, envelope. or ballot recorded,
and all such records shali be provided to the early voting
ballot board, the signature verification committee, or both.
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HOUSE VERSION (IE)

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make
the final determination on this issue.]

(c) Same as Senate version, except requires ballots voted by
mail to be stored separately from the ballots voted by
personal appearance.

SECTION 5.13. Same as Senate version.

SECTION 5.14. Same as Senate version.
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No equivalent provision.

SECTION 2.14. The changes in law made by this article
apply only to an application for an early voting ballot to be

voted by mail that is submitted on or after the effective date
of this Act.

ARTICLE 3. ELECTION SECURITY

SECTION 3.01. Section 33.006(b), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) A certificate of appointment must:

(1) be in writing and signed by the appointing authority or,
for an appointment for a write-in candidate under Section
33.004, by each of the voters making the appointment;

(2) indicate the capacity in which the appointing authority is
acting;

(3) state the name, residence address, and voter registration
number of the appointee and be signed by the appointee;

(4) identify the election and the precinct polling place or
other location at which the appointee is to serve; and
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Same as Senate version.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No eguivalent provision.
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{The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

SECTION 5.15. Subchapter G, Chapter 87, Education
Code, is amended by adding Section 87.128 to read as
follows:

Sec. 87.128. NOTES. Each member of an_early voling
ballot board and each member of a signature verification
committee is entitled to take and keep any notes reasonably
necessary to perform the member's duties under this chapter.

Same as House version.

(See ARTICLE 3, CONDUCT AND SECURITY OF
ELECTIONS, above.)

Same as House version.
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(5) inan election on a measure, identify the measure if more

than one is to be voted on and state which side of the measure

the appointee represents[:-and
“..' an-afHids t-axecuted

watehet].

SECTION 3.02. Section 33.051(c), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(c) [A-m&ehemm}et-be-eeeep&ed—feﬁewmeﬂﬁheﬂwhﬂ

1 unless i ! Jicabl toneti |
deviee:] The presiding judge may inquire whether a watcher
has possession of a [any-prehibited] recording device before
accepting the watcher for service.

SECTION 3.03. Section 33.056, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection {a) and adding Subsections (e) and
(f) to read as follows:

(a) Except as provided by Section 33.057, a watcher is
entitled 1o observe any activity conducted at the location at
which the watcher is serving. A watcher is entitled to sit or
stand [eenveniently] near enough to see and hear the election
officers conducting the observed activity, except as

otherwise prohibited by this chapter.
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No equivalent provision.

SECTION 3.04. Seclion 33.056, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsections (e) and (f) to read as follows:
[FA6(10)}

No equivalent provision.
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make
the final determination on this issue.)

Same as House version.

SECTION 4.03. Section 33.056, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsections () and
(f) to read as follows:

(a) Same as Senate version.
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{e) Except as provided by Section 33.057(b), a watcher may

not be denied free movement within the location at which the
waltcher is serving,

{f) in this code. a watcher who is entitled to "observe” an
activity is entitled to sit or stand near enough to see and hear
the activity.

(See SECTION 4.03 below, adding Sec. 33.062.)

SECTION 3.04. Secction 33.061, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsection {c) to read as follows:
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No equivalent provision,

{e) In this code, a watcher whao is entitled to "observe" an
activity or procedure is entitled to sit or stand near enough to
see and hear the activity or procedure in accordance with

Section 33.057, [FA6(11)]

() A watcher who believes that the watcher was unlawfully
obstructed from the performance of the watcher's duties

may seek injunctive relief under Section 273.081, a writ of
mandamus under Section 161.009 or 273.061, and any other
remedy available under law. [FA6(12)]

SECTION 3.06. Section 33.061(a), Eleciion Code, is
amended to read as follows:
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(The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

{e} Except as provided by Section 33.057(b), a watcher may
not be denied free movement where election activity is

occurring within the location at which the watcher is
serving.

(0)_In this code, 8 watcher who is entitled to "observe" an
election activity is entitled to sit or stand near enough to see
and hear the activity.

SECTION 4.06. Subchapter C, Chapter 33, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 33.063 to read as follows:

Sec. 33.063. RELIEF. (a) A watcher, or the appainting

authority for a watcher, who believes that the watcher was
unlawfully prevented or obstructed from the performance
of the watcher's duties may seek:

(1) injunctive relief under Section 273.081, including
issuance of temporary orders;

(2) a writ of mandamus under Sections 161.009 or 273.061;

and

(3) any other remedy available under law,
(b) The relief provided by this section is available (o a state

inspector appointed under Chapter 34 or any other election
inspector authorized by law.

SECTION 4.05. Section 33.061¢a), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:
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(c) An offense under Subsection (a) includes an action
taken to distance or obstruct the view of a watcher in a way
that makes observation reasonably ineffective.

SECTION 3.05. Subchapter C, Chapter 33, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 33.063 to read as follows:

Sec. 33.063. DELIVERY OF CERTAIN EVIDENCE TO
SECRETARY OF STATE. (a) A watcher may

electronically transmit a photo, video, or audio recording

made by the watcher during the watcher's service directly to
the secretary of state if the watcher reasonably believes the
photo, video, or recording contains evidence of unlawful
activity. The means of transmission must be approved by the
secretary of state.

{b) The secretary of state shall make a photo, video, or audio
recording_submitted under this section_available to_the
attorney general upon request.

(c) Except as expressly provided by this section, a watcher
may not share or transmit a photo, video. or audio recording,
or allow a photo, video, or audio recording to be shared or
transmitted, if the photo, video, or recording was created by
the watcher during the watcher's service.
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(a) A person commits an offense if the person serves in an
official capacity at a location at which the presence of
watchers is authorized and knowingly prevents a watcher
from observing an activity or procedure the watcher is
entitled to observe

. including by taking any action to obstruct the view of a
waicher or distance the watcher from the activity or

procedure to be gbserved in a_manner_that would make
observation not reasonably effective.

No equivalent provision.
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(a) A person commits an offense if the person serves in an
official capacity at a location at which the presence of
watchers is authorized and knowingly prevents a watcher
from observing an activity or procedure the person knows
the watcher is entitled to observe

. including by taking any action to obstruct the view of a
watcher or_distance the watcher from the activity or
procedure to_be observed in a manner that would make

observation not reasonably effective.

Same as House version.
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(d)_The secretary of state shall adopt rules to administer this

section.

No equivalent provision.
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SECTION 2. . Sections 43.007(c) and (d), Election
Code, are amended to read as follows: [FA20]

(c) In conducting the program, the secretary of state shall
provide for an audit of the voting system equipment [direet
recording—electronic—voting—units] before and after the
election, and during the election to the extent such an audit
is practicable. [FA20]

(d) The secretary of state shall select to participate in the
program each county that:

(1) has held a public hearing under Subsection (b);

(2) has submitted documentation listing the steps taken to
solicit input on participating in the program by organizations
or persons who represent the interests of voters;

(3) has implemented a computerized voter registration list
that allows an election officer at the polling place to verify
that a voter has not previously voted in the election;

(4) uses direct recording electronic voting machines, ballot
marking devices, or hand-marked scannable paper ballots
that are printed and scanned at the polling place or any other
type of voting system equipment that the secretary of state
determines is capable of processing votes for each type of
ballot to be voted in the county; and

CONFERENCE

[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.}

Same as Senate version.
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SECTION 3.06. Section 43.007, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection {m) and adding Subsection (m-1} to
read as follows:

(m) In adopting a methodology under Subsection (f), the
county must ensure that:

(1) in_a county with a population of less than one million:
(A) each county commissioners precinct contains at least
one countywide polling place; and

(B} [(] the total number of permanent branch and
temporary branch polling places open for voting in a county
commissioners precinct does not exceed more than twice the
number of permanent branch and temporary branch polling
places in another county commissioners precinct; and

(2) in a county with a population of one million or more, the
number of poiling places located in each state representative
district included in the territory of the county is calculated by
dividing the number of eligible voters residing in that district
by the total number of eligible voters residing in the county
and using the number generated as a percentage to allocate

the same percentage of polling place locations, rounding up
1o the nearest whole number, if necessary.

(m-1) _Election officials and voting equipment, materials,
and supplies must be allocated to each polling place based
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(5) is determined by the secretary of state to have the
appropriate technological capabilities. [FA20]

No equivalent provision.
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Same as House version.
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on the same percentape as polling place locations are

determined under Subsection (m) with no greater than a five
percent deviation in the allocation between state
representative districts. Each polling place location must be
able to accommodate 100 percent of the equipment allocated
10 be operational at the same time.

SECTION 3.07. Section 43.031(b), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) Each polling place shall be located inside a building. A
polling place may not be located in a tent or other temporary
moveable structure or in a facility primarily designed for
motor vehicles. No voter may cast a vote from inside a motor
vehicle unless the voter meets the requirements of Section
64.009.

SECTION 3.08. Section 61.014, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsections (2) and (b) and adding Subsection
(b-1) to read as follows:

(a) A person, other than a watcher using the device solely to
record image or sound as perinitted under Subsection (b},
may not use a wireless communication device within 100
feet of a voting station.

(b) A person, other than a watcher, may not use a [any]
mechanical or electronic device to record [meamrs—ef
fecording] images or sound at a polling place. A watcher
may use such a device to record images or sound at a polling
place, except that a watcher may record activity [within-108

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

34

CONFERENCE

(The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

SECTION 3.03. Section 43.031(b), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) Each polling place shall be located inside a building. A
polling_place may not be located in a_tent or similar
temporary moveable structure or in_a facility primarily

designed for motor vehicles. No voter may cast a vole from
inside a motor vehicle unless the voter meets the

requirements of Section 64.009.

Same as House version,
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SENATE VERSION

feet] of a voter at a voting station only if the voter is receiving
assistance the watcher reasonably believes to be unlawful.

(b-1)_A recording made by a watcher under Subsection (b}
may not capture or record any information on a voter's ballot.

SECTION 3.09. Section 64.007(c), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(c) An election officer shall maintain a register of spoiled
ballots at the polling place, including spoiled ballots from a
direct recording electronic voting unit. An election officer
shall enter on the register the name of each voter who returns
a spoiled ballot and the spoiled ballot's number.

SECTION 3.10. Section 64.009, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (b} and adding Subsections (b-1),
(e), (D), (-1, (g), and (h) to read as follows:

(b} The regular voting procedures, except those in
Subchapter B, may be modified by the election officer to the
extent necessary to conduct voting under this section.

(b-1)_A person other than the voler is only permitied to be
inside the motor vehicle while the voter votes if the person

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396
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HOUSE VERSION ({IE)

SECTION 2.02. Same as Senate version.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.)

SECTION 3.05. Section 64.007(c), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(c) An election officer shall maintain a register of spoiled
ballots at the polling place, including spoiled ballots from a

direct recording electronic voting unil. An election officer
shall enter on the register the name of each voter who returns

a spoiled ballot and the spoiled ballot's number. The

secretary of state shall create and pronulgate a form to be
used for this purpese.

ARTICLE 6. ASSISTANCE OF VOTERS

SECTION 6.01. Section 64.009, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (b) and adding Subsections (b-1),
(@), (N, (f-1), (g), and (h) to read as follows:

(b) Same as Senale version.

{b-1} A person other than & voter_js only permitted 1o be
inside @ motor vehicle while a voter voles from the motor

21.149.734
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would be entitled to accompany the voter to the voting
siation under other law.

(e) _Except as provided by Section 33.057, a poll watcher is
entitled to observe any activity conducted under this section.
(D A person who simultaneously assists three or more voters

voting under this section by providing the voters with
transporiation to the polling place must complete and sign a
form. provided by an election officer, that contains_the
person's name and address and whether the person is
providing assistance solely under this section or under both
this section and Subchapter B.

f-1) Subsection (f) does not apply if the person is related to
each voter within the second degree by affinity or the third
degree by consanguinity. as determined under Subchapter B,
Chapter 573, Govemment Code.

(g) A form completed under Subsection (f) shall be

delivered to the secretary of state as soon as practicable. The
secretary shall retain a form delivered under this section for
the period for preserving the precinct election records and
shall make the form available to the attorney general for
inspection if the attorney general has received a complaint to
which the information may be responsive.

h)_The secretary of state shall prescribe the form described

by Subsection (f).
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make
the final determination on this issue.)

vehicle if the person would be entitled to accompany the
voter to the voling station under other law.

(), (0, (f-1) Same as Senate version.

(g) Same as Senate version, except requires secretary of state
1o make the form available to the attorney peneral for
inspection upon request.

(h) Same as Senate version.
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No equivalent provision.
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SECTION 2. . Section 87.121, Election Code, as
amended by Chapters 1083 (H.B. 1850) and 1215 (S.B. 902),
Acts of the 86th Legislature, Regular Session, 2019, is
reenacted and amended to read as follows:

Sec. 87.121. EARLY VOTING ROSTERS. (a) The early
voting clerk shall maintain for each election a roster listing
each person who votes an early voting ballot by personal
appearance and a roster listing each person to whom an early
voting ballot to be voted by mail is sent.

(b) For each person listed, the applicable roster must
include:

(1) the person's name, address, and voter registration
number;

(2) an identification of the person's county election precinct
of registration; and

(3) the date of voting or the date the ballot was mailed to the
person, as applicable,

(c) Each roster shall be updated daily.

(d) Each roster may be maintained in any form approved by
the secretary of state.

(e) The cierk shall preserve each roster after the election for
the period for preserving the precinct election records.

(f) Information on the roster for a person to whom an early
voting mail ballot has been sent is not available for public
inspection, except to the voter seeking to verify that the
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.)

Same as Senate version.
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information pertaining to the voter is accurate, until the first
business day after election day.

(g) Information on the roster for a person who votes an early
voting ballot by personal appearance shall be made available
for public inspection as provided by Subsection (i} not later
than 11 a.m. on the day afier the date the information is
entered on the roster under Subsection (c).

(h) Information on the roster for a person who voles an early
voting ballot by mail shall be made available for public
inspection as provided by Subsection (i) not later than 11
am. on the day following the day the early voling clerk
receives any [a] ballot voted by mail.

(i) The information under Subsections (g) and (h) must be
made available:

(1) for an election in which the county clerk is the early
voting clerk:

(A) on the publicly accessible Internet website of the county;
or

{B) if the county does not maintain a website, on the bulletin
board used for posting notice of meetings of the
commissioners court; or

{2) for an election not described by Subdivision (1):

(A) on the publicly accessible Internet website of the
authority ordering the election; or

(B) if the authority ordering the election does not maintain
a website, on the bulletin board used for posting notice of
meetings of the governing body of the authority.
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

21.149.734



SENATE VERSION

Associated CCR Draft: §7R30396

Senate Bill 7
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

HOUSE VERSION (IE)

(D) ()] The early voting clerk for a primary election or the
general election for state and county officers shall submit to
the secretary of state for posting on the secretary of state's
Internet website the information described by:

(1) Subsection (g) not later than 11 a.m. on the day after the
date the information is entered on the roster under Subsection
(c); and

(2) Subsection (h) not later than 11 a.m. on the day following
the day the early voting clerk receives any [a] ballot voted by
mail.

(k) The early voting clerk for a primary election or the
general election for state and county officers shall submit to
the secretary of state for posting on the secretary of state's

Internet_website the election dav information described by
Subsections (g) and (h} not later than 11 a.m. on the day after

the election.
13 The early voting clerk for a prim election or_the

general election for state and county officers shall submit 1o

the secretary of state for posting on the secretary of state's
Internet website the final rosters containing information
described by Subsections (g) and (h) not later than the 20th

day after the date of the local canvass.

(m) [3] The secretary of state shall [make-any-early-veting
secratary'stntemelwebsites
[()—Fhe—seeretary—of—state—shall] post the information
described by Subsection (j) {3] on the secretary of state's
Internet website in a downloadable format not later than 11
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent pravision.

Ne equivalent provision.
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a.m. on the day following the day of receipt of the
information.

{n) [#9)] The secretary of state shall create a system for an
early voting clerk for a primary election or the general
election for state and county officers to provide the
information to the secretary of state for posting on the
secretary of state's Internet website under Subsection (i) [@)].
[FA14]

Same as Senate version.

SECTION 2.__ .To the extent of any conflict, this Act
prevails over another Act of the 87th Legislature, Regular
Session, 2021, relating to nonsubstantive additions to and
corrections in enacted codes. [FA14]

ARTICLE 3. ELECTION OFFICERS AND OBSERVERS

SECTION 3.01. Section 32.075, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsections (g) and (h) to read as follows:
[FA4(4)]

{g) A presiding judge may not have a watcher duly accepted
for service under Subchapter A, Chapter 33, removed from
the polling place for violating a provision of this code, the
Penal Code, or any other provision of law relating to the
conduct of elections. unless the violation was cbserved by an
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make
the final determination on this issue.}

SECTION 11.04. Not later than January 1, 2022, the
secretary of state shall develop the training course required
by Section 31.019, Election Code, as added by this Act.

SECTION 11.05. Same as House version.

ARTICLE 4. ELECTION OFFICERS AND OBSERVERS

Same as Senate version.
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election judge or clerk after the watcher was previously
warned that the waicher's conduct violated the law.
[FA6(T))

(h) Notwithstanding subsection (), a presiding judge may
call a law enforcement officer to request that a poll watcher

be removed if the poll watcher commits a breach of the peace
or a violation of this code. [FA4(5)]

SECTION 3.02. Subchapter A, Chapter 33, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 33.0015 to read as follows:
Sec. 33.0015. CHAPTER_PURPOSE AND WATCHER

DUTY. The purpose of this chapter is to preserve the
integrity of the ballot box in accordance with Section 4,
Article V1, Texas Constitution. by providing for the
appointment of watchers. Jt is the intent of the legislature
that watchers duly accepted for service under this chapter
be _allowed to observe and report on_irregularities in the

conduct of any election, but may not interfere in the orderly
conduct of an election. To effect that purpose, a watcher

appointed  under this chapter shall observe without
obstructing the conduct of an election _and call to the
attention of an_election officer any observed or suspected
irregularity or viclation of law in the conduct of the election.
A watcher may not photograph: [FA4(6);FAG(8)-(9)]

(1} private information;

{2) the actual hallot; or

{3) the marking of a ballot. [FA4(6)]
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.)

SECTION 4.01. Subchapter A, Chapter 33, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 33.0015 to read as follows:

Sec. 33.0015. CHAPTER PURPOSE AND WATCHER
DUTY. The purpose of this chapter is to preserve the
integrity of elections in accordance with Section 4, Article

VI, Texas Constitution, by providing for the appointment of
watchers.

To effect that purpose, a watcher appointed under this
chapter shall observe without obstructing the conduct of an
election and call to the attention of an election officer any

observed or suspected irregularity or violation of law in the
conduct of the election.
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No egquivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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SECTION 3.05. Subchapter C, Chapter 33, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 33.0605 to read as follows:
Sec. 33.0605. OBSERVING DATA STORAGE SEALING
AND TRANSFER.

Same as Senate version

Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, a watcher
duly accepted for service at a polling location is entitled to
follow the transfer of election materials from the polling
place at which the watcher was accepted to a repional

tabulating center, the central counting station, or any other
location designated to process_election materials. The

authority responsible for administering a regional tabulating
processed must accept duly appointed watchers for service
in the same manner a watcher is accepted for service under
Section 33.05] and must accept the same number of

watchers that may serve under Section 33.007(a). [FA4(7);
FA6(13)]
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.)

SECTION 4.04. Subchapter C, Chapter 33, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 33.0605 to read as follows:
Sec. 33.0605. OBSERVING DATA STORAGE SEALING
AND TRANSFER.

{a)_A watcher appointed to serve at a polling place in an
election who_is_available at the time of the action may
observe all election activities relating to closing the polling
place, including the sealing and transfer of a memory card,
flash drive, hard drive, data storage device. or other medium
now existing or later developed used by the voting system

equipment.

{b) Same as House version.
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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Same as Senate version. SECTION 3.07. [Deleted by
FA6(14)]

SECTION 3.08. Section 61.001, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (2) and adding Subsection {a-1) to
read as follows:

{a) Except as permitied by this code and as described by
Subsection (a-1), a person may not be in the polling place
from the time the presiding judge arrives there on election
day to make the preliminary arrangements until the precinct
returns have been certified and the election records have
been assembled for distribution following the election.

{a-1) Under this code, a person may be lawfully present in a
polling place during the time described by Subsection (a) if
(1} an election judee or clerk:

{2) a watcher;

(3) the secretary of state;

{4) a staff member of the Elections Division of the Office of
the Secretary of State performing an official duty in
accordance with this code:

{3)_an election official, a sheriff, or a staff member of an
election official or sheriff delivering election supplies;

(6) an inspector designated by law; [FA6(15)-(16)]

(7) a person admitted to vote;

(B)__a child under 18 vears of ape who is accompanying a
parent who has been admitted to vote;
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

Same as Senate version.

SECTION 4.07. Section 61.001, Election Cede, is amended
by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (a-1) to
read as follows:

(a) Except as permitted by this code and as described by
Subsection (a-1), a person may not be in the polling place
from the time the presiding judge arrives there on election
day to make the preliminary arrangemenis until the precinct
returns have been certified and the election records have
been assembled for distribution following the election.

(a-1)_Under this code, a person may be lawfully present in a
polling place during the time described by Subsection (a) if
the person is:

(1) an election judge or clerk;

(2) a watcher;

(3) the secretary of state;

(4) a staff member of the Elections Division of the Office of
the Secretary of State performing an official duty in

accordance with this code;

{5) an election official, a sheriff, or a staif member of an
election official or sheriff delivering election supplies:

(6) a state inspecior;

{7) a person admitted to vote;

(8) a child under 18 years of age who is accompanying a
parent who has been admitted 1o vote;
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No equivalent provision.
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(9) a person providing assistance to a voter under Section
61.032 or 64.032;
(10) a person accompanying a voter who has a disability:

(11) aspecial peace officer appointed by the presiding judpe
under Section 32.075;

(12) the county chair of a political_party conducting a
primary election, as authorized by Section 172.1113;

(13) a voting system technician, as authorized by Section
125.010;

(14) the county election officer, as defined by Section
31.091, as _necessary to perform tasks related 1o the
administration of the election; or

(I5) a person whose presence has been authorized by the

presiding judge and alternate presiding judge in accordance
with this code.

SECTION 3.10. Section 87.026, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 87.026. BYSTANDERS EXCLUDED. (a) Except as
permitted by this code and as described by Subsection (b), a
person may not be in the meeting place of an early voting
ballot board during the time of the board's operations.

(b) Under this code, a person may be lawfully present in the
meeting place of an early voting batlot board during the time
of the board's operations if the person is:

(1} a presiding judge or member of the board;

{2} a watcher;
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imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

(9) a person providing assistance to a voter under Section
61.032 or 64.032;

{10} a person accompanying a voter who has a disability;
(11) aspecial peace officer appointed by the presiding judge
under Section 32.075;

(12) the county chair of a political party conducting a
primary election, as authorized by Section 172.1113;
(13)_a voting system technician, as authorized by Section
125.010:

(14) the county election officer. as defined by Section
31.091, as necessary to perform tasks related to the
administration of the election; or

(15) a person whose presence has been authorized by the

presiding judge and altemate presiding judge in accordance
with this code.

SECTION 4.09. Same as House version, except also
includes an inspector, as provided for by law, among those
who may be present in the meeting place of an early voting
ballot board during the specified period.

21.149.734



SENATE VERSION

No equivalent provision.

SECTION 3.11. Subchapter B, Chapter 64, Election Cede,
is amended by adding Section 64.0322 to read as follows:

Sec. 64.0322. SUBMISSION OF FORM BY ASSISTANT.

(a) A person. other than an election officer, who assists a
voter in accordance with this chapter is required to
complete a form stating:

(1} the name and address of the person assisting the voter;

{2) the manner in which the person assisted the voter:
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(3) _a voting system technician, as authorized by Section
125.0190;

(4) the county election officer. as defined by Section 31.091,
as necessary to perform tasks related to the administration of
the election; [FA6(19)]

{5) the county chair of a political party conducting a primary
election or runoff primary election: or [FA6(20)]

(6) a person whose presence has been authorized by the
presiding judge in accordance with this code. [FA6(21}]

ARTICLE 4. ASSISTANCE OF VOTERS

SECTION 4.01. Subchapter B, Chapter 64, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 64.0322 to read as follows:

Sec. 64.0322. SUBMISSION OF FORM BY ASSISTANT.

{a) Same as Senate.

{1} Same as Senale.

{2} the manner in which the person is assisting the voter
under Section 64.031; [Deleted by FAS5(1) and then
amended by FA19(1)]
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make
the final determination on this issue.]

(See ARTICLE 6, ASSISTANCE OF VOTERS, above.)

SECTION 6.03. Subchapter B, Chapter 64, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 64.0322 to read as follows:

Sec. 64.0322. SUBMISSION OF FORM BY ASSISTANT.

(a) Same as Senate.

(1) Same as Senate.

Same as House version.
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{3} the reason the assistance wgs necessary; and

(4) the relationship of the assistant to the voter.

No equivalent provision.

{b) The secretary of state shall prescribe the form required
by this section. The form must be incorporated into the
official carrier envelope if the voter is voting an early voting

ballot by mail and receives assistance under Section 86.010,
or_must be submitted to an election officer at the time the

voter casts a ballot if the voter is voting at a polling place or
under Section 64.009.

SECTION 3.12. Subchapter A, Chapter 65, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 65.016 to read as follows:
Sec. 65.016. VOTE COUNTING EQUIPMENT,

Beginning January 1, 2024, no _equipment to count voles
shall be used that is capable of being connected to the

Internet or any other computer network.

No equivalent provision,
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(3) the reason_the assistance is necessary under Section
64.031; [Deleted by FA5(1) and then amended by FA19(2)]

(4) the relationship of the person assisting the voter to the
voter: and [FA19(3), (4}]

(5) whether the person assisting the voter received or

CONFERENCE

[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.)

Same as House version.

{2} Substantially the same as House version,

{3) whether the person_ assisting the voter received or

accepied any form of compensation or other benefit from a
candidate, campaign, or political committee in exchange for
providing assistance. [FA19%(4))

(b) Same as Senate version.

No equivalent provisions.

Same as Senate version.

46

accepted any form of compensation or other benefit from a
candidate, campaign, or political committee.

(b} Same as Senate version.

SECTION 3.06. Subchapter A, Chapter 65, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 65.016 to read as foilows:
Sec. 65.016. VOTE__ TABULATING _ EQUIPMENT.

Beginning January 1, 2024, equipment to fabulate votes may

not be used if any wireless connectivity capability of the

equipment has not been_disabled or removed,

SECTION 3.07. Subchapter A, Chapter 66, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 66.004 to read as follows:

21.149.734



SENATE VERSION

SECTION 3.13. Section 66.052, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 66.052. DELIVERY BY ELECTION CLERK; CHAIN
OF CUSTODY.

(a) A delivery of election records or supplies that is to be
performed by the presiding judge may be performed by an
election clerk designated by the presiding judge.

(b) The presiding judge or an election clerk designated by

the presiding judge under this section must keep records of
each person that has custody of a precinct election record

until the records are delivered.

No equivalent provision,
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

Same as Senate version.

47

CONFERENCE

[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.)

Sec. 66.004. CLOSING POLLING PLACE. The secretary

of state shall adopt rules and creale a checklist or similar
guidelines to assist the presiding judge of a polling place in
processing forms and conducting procedures required by this

code at the closing of the polling place.

SECTION 3.08. Section 66.052, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 66.052. DELIVERY BY ELECTION CLERK_CHAIN
OF CUSTODY.

{a) Same as Senate version.

Same as House version.

(b) If the presiding judge of a polling place designates a

clerk to deliver election supplies, the presiding judge shall
attest 1o the desipnation. and the clerk shall attest to the

clerk's acceptance of the responsibility. The secretary of
state _shall create and promulgate a form to facilitate
compliance with this section,
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SECTION 3.14. Sections 66.058(b) and (g), Election Code,
are amended to read as follows:

(b) For a period of at least 60 days afier the date of the
election, or until any election contest is resolved. whichever
is longer, the voted ballots shall be preserved securely in a
locked room in the locked ballot box in which they are
delivered 1o the general custodian of election records. On
the 61st day after election day, or the day an election contest
is_resolved, whichever is later, the general custodian of
election records may:

(1) require a person who has possession of a key that
operates the lock on a ballot box containing voted ballots to
return the key to the custodian; and

(2) unlock the ballot box and transfer the voted ballots to
another secure container for the remainder of the
preservation period.

(g) Electronic records created under Chapter 129 shall be
preserved in a secure container. An electronic device used
to store records may not be altered in any manner as to delete
ot overwrite the records during the preservation period.

SECTICN 3.15. Section 85.005, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 85.005. REGULAR DAYS AND HOURS FOR
VOTING.

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (c), in an election in
which a county clerk [er-eity—seeretary] is the early voting
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

Same as House version.

SECTION 3.09. Section 85.0035, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 85.005. REGULAR DAYS AND HOURS FCR
VOTING.

(a) Same as Senate version,
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clerk under Section 83.002 [er83-805), early voting by
personal appearance at the main early voting polling place

shall be conducted on gach weekday of [the-weekdays-of] the
early voting period that is not a legal state holiday and fora
period of at least nine hours, except that voting may not be
conducted earlier than 6 a.m. or later than 9 p.m. [during-the

effeeisrepularlyapen-forbusiness]

(b) In an election to which Subsection (a) does not apply,
early voting by personal appearance at the main early voting
polling place shall be conducted at least nine [eight] hours
each weekday of the early voting period that is not a legal
state holiday unless the territory covered by the election has
fewer than 1,000 registered voters. In that case, the voting
shall be conducted at least four [three] hours each day. The
authority ordering the election, or the county clerk if that
person is the early voting clerk, shall determine which hours
the voting is to be conducted.

(c) In a county with a population of 30,000 [+06;8008] or
more, the voting in a primary election or the general election
for state and county officers shall be conducted at the main
early voting polling place for fat-feas#/ 12 hours on each
weekday of the last week of the early voting period, and the
voting in a special election ordered by the governor shall be
conducted at the main early voting polling place for fatdeast/
12 hours on each of the last two days of the early voting
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{b) Same as Senate version.

(c) In a county with a population of 30,000 [+89;000] or
more, the voling in a primary election or the general election
for state and county officers shall be conducted at the main
early voting polling place for at least 12 hours on each
weekday of the Jast week of the early voting period, and the
voting in a special election ordered by the governor shall be
conducted at the main early voting polling place for at least
12 hours on each of the last two days of the early voting
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period. Voting under this subsection may not be conducted

earlier than 6 am. or later than 9 p.m. Voting shall be
conducted in accordance with this subsection in those

elections in a county with a population under 30.000
[+00,0800] on receipt by the early voting clerk of a written
request for the extended hours submitted by at least {5
registered voters of the county. The request must be
submitted in time to enable compliance with Section 85.067.

SECTION 3.16. Subchapter A, Chapter 85, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 85.0055 to read as follows:

Sec. 85.0055. VOTING AFTER POLLS CLOSE. (a) A
voter who has not voted before the time for closing an early
voting polling place is entitled to_vote after that time if the
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period. Voting under this subsection may not be conducted
earlier than 6 a.m. or later than 9 pm. Voting shall be
conducted in accordance with this subsection in those
elections in a county with a population under 30,000
[+88;000] on receipt by the early voting clerk of a written
request for the extended hours submitted by at least 15
registered voters of the county. The request must be
submitted in time to enable compliance with Section 85.067.

(d) A voter who has not veted before the scheduled time for
closing a polling place is entitled to vote after that time i

the voter is in line at the polling place by closing time. The
Secretary of state shall promulpate any materials and
provide any training o presiding judges necessary to
properly process voters under this subsection [In-an-election

A 3 —

EE.Q? Sriwe "EE_I‘dEﬁS]." the-sasly-vaiing-peried-sensists-of

Same as House version.
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voter is inside or waiting to enter the polling place at closing
time.

(b)_If voters are waiting to enter the polling place at closing
time, the presiding judge shall direct them to enter the polling
place and shall close it to others. However, if that procedure
is_ impracticable, at closing time the presiding judge shall
distribute numbered identification cards 1o the waiting voters
and permit entry into the polling place for voting after

closing time only by those possessing a card.
¢} The presiding judge shall take the precautions necessary

to prevent voting afier closing time by persons who are not
entitled to do so.

SECTION 3.17. Section 85.006(b), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) In an election in which a county clerk [ereitysecretary]
is the early voting clerk under Seclion 83.002 [er-83-005],
only the early voting clerk may order voting on a Saturday
or Sunday. The clerk must do so by written order.

No equivalent provision.
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SECTION 3.10. Sections 85.006{b) and (&), Election Code,
are amended to read as follows:

(b) Same as Senate version.

(e) Ina primary election or the general election for state and
county officers in a county with a population of 30,000
[+66;008] or more, the early voting clerk shall order voting
by personal appearance [veting] at the main early voting
polling place to be conducted on the last Saturday of the early
voting period for at least 12 hours, except that voting may
not be conducted earlier than 6 a.m. or later than 9 p.m., [

21.149.734
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SECTION 3.18. Section 85.010(a-1), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(a-1) In this section, "eligible county polling place" means
an early vating polling place[—other—thana—polingplace
established—under—Section—85:062(e);] established by a
county.

SECTION 3.19. Section 85.033, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 85.033. SECURITY OF VOTING MACHINE. (a) At
the close of early voting each day, the early voting clerk shall
secure each voting machine vsed for early voting in the
manner prescribed by the secretary of state so that its
unauthorized operation is prevented. The clerk shall
unsecure the machine before the beginning of early voling
the following day.
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the-last-Saturday] and on the last Sunday of the early voting
period for at least five hours,_except that voting may not be
conducted earlier than 1 p.m. or later than 9 p.m [en-theast
Sunday-of-the-early-veting-peried). The early voting clerk
shall order voting 1o be conducted at those times in those
elections in a county with a population under 30,000
[+006,0600] on receipt of a written request for those hours
submitied by at least 15 registered voters of the county. The
request must be submitted in time 1o enable compliance with
Section 85.007. This subsection supersedes any provision of
this subchapter to the extent of any conflict.

SECTION 3.11. Same as Senate version.

Same as House version.

21.149.734



SENATE VERSION

(b} _A_voting machine used_for early voting may not be
removed from the polling place until the polls close on
election day. A defective, or in need of repair, machine may
be removed from service and replaced.

SECTION 3.20. Section 85.061(a), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) In acountywide election in which the county clerk is the
early voting clerk under Section 83.002, an early voting
polling place shall be located inside [at] each branch office
that is regularly maintained for conducting general clerical
functions of the county clerk, except as provided by
Subsection (b). 1f a suitable room is unavailable inside the

branch office. the polling place may be located in another
room inside the same building as the branch office. The
polling place may not be located in a tent or other temporary
movable structure or a parking garage. parking lot. or similar
facility designed primarily for motor vehicles.

SECTION 3.21. Section 85.062, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (b) and adding Subsection (f-1) to
read as follows:

(b) A polling place established under this section may be
located, subject to Subsection (d), at any place in the territory
served by the early voting clerk and may be located inside
[ia] any building [stationary-structure] as directed by the
authority establishing the branch office. The polling place
may not be located in a lent or ofher temporary movable
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SECTION 3.12. Section 85.061(a), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) Ina countywide election in which the county clerk is the
early voting clerk under Section 83.002, an early voting
polling place shall be located inside [at] each branch office
that is regularly maintained for conducting general clerical
functions of the county clerk, except as provided by
Subsection (b). If a suitable room is unavailable inside the

branch office. the polling place may be located in another
room_inside the same building as the branch office. The

polling_place _may not be located in a tent or similar
temporary movable structure or a parking garage, parking
lot, or similar facility designed primarilv for motor vehicles.

SECTION 3.13. Section 85.062, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (b) and adding Subsection (f-1) 10
read as follows:

(b) A polling place established under this section may be
located, subject to Subsection (d), at any place in the territory
served by the early voting clerk and may be located inside
[in] any building [stationany-strueture] as directed by the
authority establishing the branch office. The polling place
may not be located in a tent or similar temporary movable
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structure or a parking garage, parking lot, or similar facility
designed primarily for motor vehicles in the general election
for state and county officers, general primary election, or
runoff primary election. Ropes or other suitable objects may
be used at the polling place to ensure compliance with
Section 62.004. Persons who are not expressly permitted by
law to be in a polling place shall be excluded from the polling
place to the extent practicable.

{f-1} Notwithstanding any other provision of this section
concerning the location of temporary branch polling piaces,
in an election in which countywide polling places are used
under Section 43.007, the commissioners court of a county
shall employ the same methodology it uses to determine the
location of countywide polling places to determine the
location of temporary branch polling places.

SECTION 3.22. Chapter 121, Election Code, is amended by
adding Section 121.004 to read as follows:

Sec. 121.004. COMMUNICATIONS WITH VOTING
SYSTEMS _ VENDOR__ PUBLIC _INFORMATION.
Notwithstanding_any other law. including Chapter 552,
Government Code, a written letter, e-mail, or other
communication, including a communication made
confidential by other law, between a public official and a

voting systems vendor:
{1)_is not confidential;

{2) is public information for purposes of Chapter 552,
Government Code; and
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structure or a parking parage, parking lot, or similar facility

designed primarily for motor vehicles in the general election
for state and county officers, general primary election, or

runoff primary election. Ropes or other suitable objects may
be used at the polling place to ensure compliance with
Section 62.004. Persons who are not expressly permitted by
law to be in a polling place shall be excluded from the polling
place to the extent practicable.

{f-1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this_section
concerning the location of temporary branch polling places,
in an election in which countywide polling places are used,
the commissioners court of a county shall employ the same
methodology it uses to determine the location of countywide
polling places to determine the location of temporary branch
polling places.

SECTION 4.11. Chapter 121, Election Code, is amended by
adding Section 121.004 to read as follows:

Sec. 121.004. COMMUNICATIONS WITH _VOTING
SYSTEMS VENDOR PUBLIC INFORMATION. {a)
Except as pravided by Subsection (b} and notwithstanding
any other law, including Chapter 552, Government Code, a
written letter, e-mail, or other communication, including a
communication made confidential by other law, between a

public official and a voting systems vendor:
(1) is not confidential;

(2) is_public_information for purposes of Chapter 552,
Government Code: and
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{3) is not subject to an exception to disclosure provided by
Chapter 552, Government Code.

SECTION 3.23. Section 124.002, Election Code, is
amended by adding Subsection (c) to read as follows:

(¢) Voting system ballots may not be arranped in a manner
that allows a political party's candidates to be selected in one
metion or gesture.

SECTION 3.24. Subchapter A, Chapter 1235, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 125.0071 to read as follows:

Sec. 125.0071. VOTER ALLOWED TO CAST BALLOT
AT ANY TIME. A voting machine or ballot marking device
must allow a voter the option to cast or complete the voter's

ballot without voting on all races or measures if the voter
affirmatively chooses to do so.

SECTICN 3.25. Subchapter A, Chapter 127, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 127.008 to read as follows:

Sec. 127.008. ELECTRONIC DEVICES IN CENTRAL
COUNTING STATION.,

{a) A counting station manager and the presiding judge of
the counting station shall develop a protocol under which any

electronic device inside a central counting station that is
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(3) is not subject to an exception to disclosure provided by
Chapter 552, Government Code.

{b) Subsection (a) does not apply to a written letter, e-mail,
or other communication related to the hidding process.

SECTION 3.14. Same as Senate version.

Same as House version.

SECTION 4.12. Subchapter A, Chapter 127, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 127.008 to read as follows:

Sec. 127.008. ELECTRONIC DEVICES IN CENTRAL
COUNTING STATION.

{a}-(b) Same as Senate version.
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necessary 1o count votes is equipped with software that
tracks all input and activity on the electronic device.

(b} The counting station manager and the presiding judge of

the counting station shall ensure that the input and activity

tracked by the software is printed and delivered to the
secretary of state not later than the fifth day after vole

counting is complete.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision,
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Same as Senate version.

SECTION 3.11. Subchapter A, Chapter 127, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 127.008 to read as follows:

Sec. 127.008. BYSTANDERS EXCLUDED. (a) Except as
permitted by this code and as described by Subsection (b), a
person may not be in a central countinp station while ballots
are being counted.

(b} _Under this code, a person may be lawfully present in the
central counting station while ballots are being counted if the
person is:

{1) _a counting_station manager, tabulation supervisor,
assistant to the tabulation supervisor, presiding judge. or
clerk;

(2) a walcher;

(3)_a voting system technician, as authorized by Section
125.010;
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{c)_This section applies only to a central counting station
located in a county with a population of 250.000 or more.

SECTION 4.10. Same as House version except also inciudes
an inspector, as provided for by law, among those who may
be present in the central counting station during the specified
period.
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SECTION 3.26. Section 127.1232, Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 127.1232, SECURITY OF VOTED BALLOTS. (a)
The general custodian of election records shall post a
licensed peace officer [grard] to ensure the security of ballot
boxes containing voted ballots throughout the period of
tabulation at the central counting station.

(b) The peneral custodian of election records in a county
with a population of less than 100,000 may, and the general
custodian of election records in a county with a population
of 100.000 or more shall, implement a video surveillance
system that relains a record of all areas containing voted
ballots from the time the voted ballots are delivered to the

central counting station until the canvass of precinct election

returns.
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{4) the county election officer, as defined by Section 31.091,
as necessary to perform tasks related to the administration of

the election; or
(5) a person whose presence has been authorized by the
presiding judpe of the central counting station in accordance

with this code.

Same as Senate version.
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SECTION 3.15. Section 127.1232, Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 127.1232. SECURITY OF VOTED BALLOTS. (a)
The general custodian of election records shall post a
licensed peace officer [guard] to ensure the security of ballot
boxes containing voled ballots throughout the period of
tabulation at the central counting station.

{b) The pgeneral custodian of election records in a county
with a population of less than 100.000 may, and the general
custodian of election records in a county with a population
of 100,000 or more shall, implement a video surveillance
system that retains a record of all areas containing voted
ballots:

(1) from the time the voted ballots are delivered to_the

central counting station until the canvass of precinct election
returns; gnd

(2) from the time the voted ballots are delivered to the
Signature verification_comumittee _or_early veting ballot
hoard until the canvass of precinct election retirns.

(¢} A video from a system implemented under Subsection
(b) may be made available to the public by a livestream in a
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The video may be made available to the public by a
livestream in a county with a population of less than 100,000,
and shail be made available to the public by a livestream in
a county with a population of 100,000 or more.

(c) The video recorded is an election recard under Section

1.012 and shall be retained by the general custodian of

election records until the end of the calendar vear in which
an election is held or until an_election contest filed in the

county has been resolved. whichever is later.

SECTION 3.27. Section 127.1301, Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 127.1301. [FAERLYRNG—TABULATING—AND
REPORFRIG] CENTRALLY COUNTED OPTICAL
SCAN BALLOTS [BALEOT—UNDERVOFES—AND
OMERMOTES]. (a) In an election using centrally counted
optical scan ballots, the undervotes and overvotes on those
ballots shall be tallied, tabulated, and reported by race and
by election precinct in the form and manner prescribed by
the secretary of state.

(b)_Afier January 1, 2024, an authority operating a central
counting station under this chapter may not purchase or use
a centrally counted optical batlot scan system that uses a data
storage disc on which information, once written, is capable
of being modified.
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county with a population of less than 100,000, and shall be
made available to the public by a livestream in a county with

a population of 100.000 or more.
(d)} The video recorded is an election record under Section

1.012 and shall be retained by the general custodian of

election records until the end of the calendar year in which
an election is held or until an elecijon conlest filed in the

county has been resolved, whichever is later.

SECTION 4.13. Same as Senate version.
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SECTION 3.28. Subchapter A, Chapter 129, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 129.003 to read as follows:
Sec. 129,003. PAPER AUDIT TRAIL REQUIRED. (a) In
this_section, "auditable voting system" means a voting
system that:
(1} uses a paper record: or

2} produces a paper record by which a voter can verify that
the voter's ballot will be counted accurately.
(b)_Except as provided by Subsection {¢), a voting system
that consists of direct recording electronic voting machines
may not be used in an election unless the system is an
auditable voting system.
(c) Except for a recount under Title 13 or an election contest
under Title 14, the electronic vote is the official record of the
ballot, For a recount of ballots cast on a system involving
direct recording electronic voting machines, or in an glection
contest, the paper record is the official record of the vote

cast.

(d) _An authority that purchased a voting system other than
an auditable voting system_after September 1, 2016, and
before September 1, 2021, may use available federal funding
and, if federal funding is not available, available state
funding_to rewrofit the purchased voting systerm as an
auditable voting system in accordance with the following
schedule:

(1) if the voting system was retrofitted as an auditable voting
system not later than the election taking place November 8,
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SECTION 4.14. Subchapter A, Chapter 129, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 129.003 to read as follows:

Sec. 129.003, PAPER AUDIT TRAIL REQUIRED. {a) In
this_section, "auditable voting system" means a voting
system that:

(1) uses a paper record; or

(2) produces a paper record by which a voter can verify that
the voter’s ballot will be counted accurately.

(b)_Except as provided by Subsection (e). a voting system
that consists of direct recording electronic voting machines
may not be used in_an election unless the system is an
auditable voting system.

(c) Except for a recount under Title 13 or an election contest
under Title 14, the electronic_vote is the official record of the
ballot. For a recount of ballots cast on a system involving
direct recording electronic voting machines, ot in an election
contest, the person requesting the recount may request a
recount of the electronic vote or the paper record.

(d)_An authority that purchased a voting system other than
an auditable voting_system after September 1, 2016, and
before September 1, 2021, may use available federal funding
and, if federa! funding is not available, available state
funding to_retrofit the purchased voting system as_an
auditable voting system in accordance with the following
schedule;

(1) if the voting system was retrofitted as an auditable
voling_system not later than the election taking place
November 8, 2022, the authority is eligible to_have 100
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2022, the authority is eligible to have 100 percent of the cost
of retrofitting reimbursed under this section: and

(2)__if the authority is not eligible for a 100 percent
reimbursement of cost under Subdivision {1) and the voting
systemn was retrofitted as an auditable voting system not later
than_the election taking place November 3. 2026, the
authority_is eligible to have 50 percent of the cost of
retrofitting reimbursed under this section.

(e} _Subsections (a)-(c) do not apply to an election held
before September 1, 2026,

() Before opening the polls for voting. the presiding election

judge shall confirm that each voting machine has any public
counter reset to zero and shall print the tape that shows the

counter was set to zero. Afier closing the polls for voting,
the presiding election judpe shall print the tape that shows
ihe number of votes cast. Each election judge present shall
sign a tape printed under this subsection.

SECTION 3.29. Section 129.023, Election Code, is
amended by adding Subsections (b-2) and {c-1) to read as
follows:

(b-2) Ifthe test is being conducted for an election in which
a county election board has been established under Section
51.002. the pgeneral custodian of election records shall notify

each member of the board of the test at least 48 hours before
the date of the test. [f the county election board chooses to

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396

Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

HOUSE VERSION (IE)

No equivalent provision.

Senate Bill 7

60

CONFERENCE

(The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.)

percent of the cost of retrofitting reimbursed under this
section; and

(2) if the authority is not eligible for a 100 percent
reimbursement of cost under Subdivision (1) and the voting
systern was retrofitted as an auditable voling system not later
than_the election taking place November 3. 2026, the
authority is eligible to have 50 percent of the cost of
retrofitting reimbursed under this section.

(e) Subsections (a)-{c) do not apply to an election held
before September 1, 2026.

(f) Before cpening the polls for voting, the presiding
election_judse shall confirm that each voting machine has
any public counter reset to_zero and shall print the tape that
shows the counter was set 1o zero. After closing the polls for
voting, the presiding election judge shall print the tape that
shows the number of votes cast. Each election judge present
shall sign a tape printed under this subsection.

SECTION 4.15. Same as Senate version.
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witness the test, each member shall sign the statement
required by Subsection {e}(1).
{c-13_A test conducted under this section must also require

the general custodian of election records to demonstrate,
using a representative sample of voting system equipment,

that the source code of the equipment has not been altered.

No equivalent provision.

SECTION 3.30. Section 216.001, Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 216.001. APPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER. (a}
Except as provided by Subsection (b), this [Fhis) chapter
applies only to an election that results in a tie vote as
provided by Sections 2.002(i), 2.023(b) and (c), and 2.028.
(b} _If the results of an election show that the number of votes

cast in an election precinct exceeds the number of registered
voters in the precinct, the authority designated under Section
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SECTION 4,16, Section 127.131, Election Code, Iis
amended by adding Subsection (f) to read as follows:
(f)_The presiding judge of the central counting station shall
provide and attest to a written_reconciliation of voles and
volers at the_close of tabulation for election day and again
afier the central counting station meets for the last time to
process late-arriving ballots by mail and provisional ballots.
The secretary of state shall create and promulgate rules and
a form to facilitate compliance with this subsection. The
form shall be posted on a website maintained by the county
along with election returns and results.

Same as House version,
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212.026 shall initiate an automatic recount for that precinct
in accordance with this chapter.

SECTION 3.31. Section 81.032, Local Government Caode,
is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 81.032. ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS AND
BEQUESTS. {a) The commissioners court may accept a
donation of labor or services, gift, grant, donation, bequest,
or devise of money or other property on behalf of the county,
including a donation under Chapter 38, Government Code,
for the purpose of performing a function conferred by law on
the county or a county officer.

(b) _The commissioners court may not accept a donation
described in Subsection (a} of over $1,000 for use in
administering elections without the written consent of the
secretary of state.

(c) The secretary of state may grant consent under
Subsection (b) only if;

(1) the secretary consults with the governor, the lieutenant

governor, and the speaker of the house of representatives on
the proposed donation; and
(2) the governor. the lieutenant governor, and the speaker of
the house of representatives unanimously agree to the
secretary's grant of consent,

SECTION 3.32, The changes in law made by this article
apply only to an election ordered on or after the effective date
of this Act. An election ordered before the effective date of
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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Same as House version.

Same as House version.
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this Act is governed by the law in effect when the election
was ordered, and the former law is continued in effect for
that purpose.

No equivalent provision.
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SECTION 4.02. Section 64.034, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 64.034. OATH. A person selected to provide assistance
to a voter must take the following oath, administered by an
election officer at the polling place, before providing
assistance:

"I swear (or affirm) under penalty of perjury that the voter [

amn assisting Is eligible to recejve assistance because of a
physical disability that renders the voter unable to write or

see or 1o read the language in which the ballot is written; I
will not suggest, by word, sign, or gesture, how the voter

should vote; I will confine my assistance to reading the ballot
1o the voter, directing the voter to read the ballot, marking
the voter's batlot, or directing the voter to mark the ballot;
[ - : — : >

e a= , 24 -, ‘:."“_ ‘:.'::-' :.': i ': -"

diracts:] 1 did not pressure, encourage, coerce, or intimidate
the voter into choosing me to provide assistance: | am not the
voter's employer, an agent of the voter's employer, or an
officer or agent of a labor union to which the voter belongs;
Lwill not communicate information about how the voter has

voted to another person; and | understand that if assistance is
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SECTION 6.04. Section 64.034, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 64.034. OATH. A person, ather than an election
officer, selected to provide assistance to a voter must take
the following oath, administered by an election officer at the
polling place, before providing assistance:

"1 swear {or affirm) under penalty of perjury that the voter |
am assisting_represented to me they are eligible to receive
assistance because of a physical disability that renders the
voter unable to write or see or an inability 1o read the

lanpuage in which the ballot is written: I will not suggest, by
word, sign, or gesture, how the voter should vote; I will

confine my assistance to reading the ballot to the voter,
directing the voter to read the ballot, marking the voter's
ballot, or directing the voter to mark the ballot: [answering

}] £l
parties:] I will prepare the voter's ballot as the voter directs;
I did not encourage, pressure. er coerce the voter into
choosing me to provide assistance: faad] | am not the voter's
employer, an agent of the voter's employer, or an officer or
agent of a labor union to which the voter belongs; | will not
communicate information about how the voter has voted to

another person; and I understand that if assislance is
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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provided to a voter who is not eligible for assistance, the
voter's ballot may not be counted." [FA19(5)-(8)]

SECTION 4.03. Sections 86.010(e), (h), and (i) are amended
to read as follows: [FA6(22)]

(e) A person who assists a voter to prepare a ballot to be
voted by mail shall enter on _the official carrier envelope of
the voter:

(1) the person's signature, printed name, and residence
address;

(2) the manner of any assistance provided to the voter by the
person under Section 64.031 [Deleted by FA5(2) and then
amended by FA19(9)]

(3) the relationship of the person providing the assistance to
the voter under Section 64.031: and [FA19(10)]

(4} whether the person received or accepted any form of
compensation or other benefit from a candidate, campaign,

or political committee in exchange for providing assistance

(h) Subsection (f) does nat apply to:
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provided to a voter who is not eligible for assistance, the
voter's ballot may not be counted.”

SECTION 6.05. Sections 86.010(e), (h), and (i), Election
Code, are amended to read as follows:

(e) Same as House version, except as follows:

(1} Same as House version,

Same as Senate version.

(2) the relationship of the person providing the assistance to

the voter; and

{3) Same as House version.

(h) Subsection (f) does not apply to:
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396

Senate Bill 7
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

HOUSE VERSION (IE)

(1) _a violation of Subsection (c). if the person is related to
the voter within the second degree by affinity or the third

degree by consanguinity, as determined under Subchapter B,
Chapter 573, Government Code, or was physically living in
the same dwelling as the voter at the time of the event;
(FA5(3)]
(2)_a violation of Subsection {e), if the person is related to
the voter within the second degree by affinity or the third
degree by consanguinity. as determined under Subchapter B,
Chapter 573, Government Code.
(3) the voter is a persan with a disability whose assistor is a
previously known affendant, caregiver, or friend, whetlter
paid or unpaid, [FA5(4))

(i) An offense under this section for a violation of
Subsection (c) is increased to the next higher category of
offense if it is shown on the trial of an offense under this
section that:

{1) the defendant was previously convicted of an offense
under this code;

(2) the offense involved a voter 65 years of age or older; or
(3) the defendant committed another offense under this
section in the same election.

(i-1) [Deleted by FA6(23))

SECTION 4.04. Sections 86.0105(2), (c), and {e), Election
Code, are amended to read as follows:
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(1) a violation of Subsection (c), if the person is related to

the voter within the second degree by affinity or the third
degree by consanguinity, as determined under Subchapter B,
Chapter 573, Government Code, or was physically living in
the same dwelling as the voter at the time of the event; or

(2) a violation of Subsection (e), if the person is related to

the voter within the second degree by affinity or the third

depree by consanguinity, as determined under Subchapter B,
Chapter 573, Government Code.

(i) Same as House version.

No equivalent provision,

SECTION 6.06. Same as House version.
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(a) A person commits an offense if the person:
(1} compensates or offers to compensate another person for
assisting voters as provided by Section 86.010[—as—partef

) . . . .
*‘“*““'W My *‘“‘9; "'“""'*l“e""a’. ‘e‘hf ""e"“".’*l ‘si
i -640); or

(2) solicits, receives, or [engages—in—-anetherpractice-that

status—yith-the-pesson—te-bedeperdenteonthenumberef
cted ided-by-Section 85.040:
[B)—Mm-kﬂewledge%at-aeeep&ﬂg-eempeasaaeﬂ-fef—sueh

activity—is—iHegal;] accepts compensation for an activity
described by Subdivision (1) [er{2)].

{c) An offense under this section is a state jail felony [iFit-is

< g = .. ] =

(e) For purposes of this section, compensation means an
economic_benefit as defined by Section 38.01, Penal Code
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No equivalent provision.

Na equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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SECTION 4.05. Section 86.013(b), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) Spaces must appear on the reverse side of the official
carrier envelope for:

(1) indicating the identity and date of the election; [and]

(2) entering the signature, printed name, and residence
address of a person other than the voter who deposits the
carrier envelope in the mail or with a common or contract
carrier,and

(3) indicating the relationship of that person to the voter,
[FA5(5)]

ARTICLE 5. FRAUD AND OTHER UNLAWFUL
PRACTICES

SECTION 5.01. Chapter 63, Election Code, is amended by
adding Section 63.0111 1o read as follows:

Sec. 63.0111. OFFENSES RELATED TQ PROVISIONAL
VOTING. (a) An election judge commits an offense if the
judge knowingly provides a voter with a form for an affidavit
required by Section 63.001 if the form contains information

that the judpe entered on the form knowing it was false.
[FAT1]

{b) An offense under this section is a state jail felony.

SECTION 5.02. Section 64.012, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (c) to
read as follows:
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SECTION 6.07. Same as House version.

ARTICLE 7. FRAUD AND OTHER UNLAWFUL
PRACTICES

SECTION 7.01 Same as House version.

SECTION 9.03. Section 64.012, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsections (c) and
(d) 1o read as follows:
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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(a) A person commits an offense if the person:
(1) votes or attempts to vote in an election if [in-which] the
person knows:

{A) of particular circumstances that make the person

inelipible [is-net-cligible] to vote in the election; and
{B) that those circumstances make the person ineligible to

vote in the election; [FAT(1)]

(2) knowingly votes or attempts to vole more than once in
an election;

(3) knowingly votes or attempts to vole a ballot belonging
to another person, or by impersonating another person; [eF]
(4) knowingly marks or attempts to mark any portion of
another person's ballot without the consent of that person, or
without specific direction from that person how to mark the
ballot; or

{5) knowingly votes or attempts to vote in an election in this
state afier voling in another state in an election in which a

federal office appears on the ballot and the election day for
both states is the same day.

Same as Senate version.

{c) If conduct that constitutes an offense under this section
also constitutes an offense under any other law, the actor mav
be prosecuted under this section, the other law, or both.
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(a) A person commits an offense if the person:
(1) votes or attempts to vote in an election i which the
person knows the person is not eligible to vote;

(2) knowingly votes or attempts to vote more than once in
an election;

(3) knowingly votes or attempts to vote a ballot belonging
to another person, or by impersonating another person; [ef]
(4) knowingly marks or attempts to mark any portion of
another person's ballot without the consent of that person, or
without specific direction from that person how to mark the
ballot; or

(5) knowingly votes or attempts to vote in an election in this
state after voting in another state in an election in which a

federal office appears on the ballot and the election day for
both states is the same day.

{c) A person may not be convicted solely upon the fact that

the person signed a provisional ballot affidavit under Section
63.011 unless corroborated by other evidence that the person

knowingly committed the offense,

(d) Same as House version.
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No equivalent provision.

ARTICLE 4. ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 4.01. Subchapter E, Chapter 31, Election Code,
is amended by adding Sections 31.126 and 31.127 to read as
follows:

Sec. 31.126, RESTRICTION ON ELIGIBILITY. (a) In this
section, "election official” means:

(1) _a county clerk:

(2)_a permanent or temporary deputy county clerk:

(3) an elections administrator;
(4) _a permanent or temporary emplovee of an elections

administrator;

(5} an election judge:

(6)_an alternate election judge:

(7)_an early voting clerk;

(8) a deputy early voting clerk:

{9)_an election ¢lerk:

{10) the presiding judge of an early voting ballot board.
(11)_the alternate presiding judge of an early voting ballot

board;

(12) a member of an early voting ballot board;
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SECTION __.The change in law made by this Acr applies to
an offense under Section 64.012(a)(1), Election Code,
regardless af whether the offense was committed before, on,
or after the effective date of this Act. [FA7(2)]

(See ARTICLE 6, ENFORCEMENT, below.)

No equivalent provision,
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imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.)

SECTION 9.04, The change in law made by this article in
adding Section 64.012(c), Election Code, applies to an
offense committed before, on, or after the effective date of
this Act, except that a final conviction for an offense under
that section that exists on the effective date of this Act
remains unaffected by this article.

(See ARTICLE 8, ENFORCEMENT, above)

SECTION 8.02. Same as Senate version, except makes
prohibition applicable 1o the respective person on final
conviction of any Election Code offense and also eliminates
the civil penalty provision.
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(13) the chair of a signature verification committee;

(14) the vice chair of a signature verification committee:
(15) a member of a signature verification commitiee;

(16) the presiding judge of a central counting station;
(17)_the alternate presiding judge of a central counting
station;

(18) a central counting station manager;

(19) a centra! counting station clerk;

(20)_a tabulation supervisor; and

(21) an assistant to a tabulation supervisor.

(b} A person may not serve as an eleclion official if the

person _has been finally convicted of an offense under
Section 33.061.

Sec, 31,127, CIVIL PENALTY. (a) In this section,
“election official” has the meaning assigned by Section
31.126.

(b} An election official may be liable to this state for a civil
penalty if the official:

(1) _is emplioved by or is an officer of this state or a political
subdivision of this state; and

(2) violates a provision of this code.

{c) A civil penalty imposed under this section may include

termination_of the person's employment and loss of the
person's employment benefits.

SECTION 4.02. Section 33.051, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsections (g) and (h} to read as follows:
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SECTION 3.03. Section 33.051, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsections (g} and (h) to read as follows:
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SECTION 4.02. Section 33.051, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsections {g) and (h) to read as follows:
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{g) An election officer commits an offense if the officer
knowingly refuses to accept a watcher for service whose

acceptance is required by this code.

An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor.

{h)_Before accepting a watcher, the officer presented with a

watcher's certificate of appointment shall require the watcher
to take the following oath, administered by the officer: "I

swear (or affirm) that [ will not disrupt the voting process or
harass voters in the discharge of my duties.”

SECTION 4.03. Subchapter C, Chapter 33, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 33.062 to read as follows:
Sec. 33.062. INJUNCTIVE RELIEF. A watcher, or the

appointing authority for a watcher, is entitled to injunctive

relief under Section 273.081 to enforce this chapter,

including issuance of temporary orders.

SECTION 4.04. Section 87.0431(b), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

{b) The early voting clerk shall, not later than the 30th day
after election day, deliver notice to the attomey general,
including certified copies of the carrier envelope and
corresponding ballot application, of any ballot rejected
because:
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(2) An election officer commits an offense if the officer
intentionally or knowingly refuses to accept a watcher for

service when acceptance of the watcher is required by this
section.

An_offense under Subsection is a Cluss B

misdemeanor.

No equivalent provision.

(See SECTION 3.04 above adding Sec. 33.056().)

No equivalent provision.
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() Same as House version.

Substantially the same as House version.

(h) Same as Senate version,

(See SECTION 4.06 above adding Sec. 33.063.)

SECTION 5.11. Section 87.0431(b), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) The early voting clerk shail, not later than the 30th day
after election day, deliver notice to the attorney general,
including certified copies of the carrier envelope and
corresponding ballot application, of any ballot rejected
because:
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(1) the voler was deceased;

(2) the voter already voted in person in the same election;
(3) the signatures on the carrier envelope and ballot
application were not executed by the same person;

(4) the carrier envelope cerlificate lacked a witness
signature; [e]

(5) the carrier envelope certificate was improperly executed
by an assistant; or

(6) any form of voter fraud was committed.

SECTION 4.05. Section 232.006(a), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

{a) The venue of an election contest for a statewide office is
in Travis County or any county where a contestee resided at
the time of the election. For purposes of this section, a
contestee’s residence is determined under Section 411.,0257,
Govemnment Code.

No equivalent provision.
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No equivalent provision.

Same as Senate version.

72

CONFERENCE

(The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

(1} the voter was deceased;

(2) the voter already voted in person in the same election;
(3) the signatures on the carrier envelope and ballot
application were not executed by the same person;

(4) the carrier envelope certificate lacked a witness
signature; [or]

(5) the carrier envelope certificate was improperly executed
by an assistant; or

(6) the early voting ballot board or the signature
verification convmittee determined that another violation of

the Election Code occurred.

SECTION 8.03. Same as Senate version.

SECTION 8.04. Sections 232.008 (b), (c), and (d), Election
Code, are amended to read as follows:

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), a contestant must
file the petition not later than the later of the 45th [306th] day
afier the date the election records are publicly available
under Section 1.012 or the official result of the contested
election is determined.
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SECTION 4.06. Chapter 232, Election Code, is amended by
adding Subchapter C to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER C. CONTEST INVOLVING ALLEGED
FRAUD

Sec. 232.061. PETITION ALLEGING FRAUD. This
subchapter applies to an election contest in which the

contestant alleges in the petition that an opposing candidate,
an agent of the opposing candidate, or a person acting on

behalf of the opposing candidate with the candidate's
knowledge comumitted election fraud under anv of the

following sections of this code:
(1)_Section 13.007;
(2)_Section 64.012:;
(3)_Section 64.036;
(4) Section 84.003;
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No equivalent provision.
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(c) A contestant must file the petition not later than the later
of the |5th [+6th] day afier the date the election records are
publicly available under Section 1.012 or the official result
is determined in a contest of*

(1) a primary or runoff primary election; or

(2) a general or special election for which a runoff is
necessary according to the official result or will be necessary
if the contestant prevails.

(d) A contestant must deliver, electronically or otherwise, a
copy of the petition to the secretary of state by the same
deadline prescribed for the filing of the petition.

SECTION 8.05. Chapter 232, Election Code, is amended by
adding Subchapter C 1o read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER C. CONTEST INVOLVING ALLEGED
FRAUD

Sec. 232.061. PETITION ALLEGING FRAUD. This
subchapter applies to an election contest in_which the

contestant allepes in the petition that an opposing candidate,
an agent of the opposing candidate, or a person acting on

behalf of the opposing candidate with the candidate's
knowledpe violated anv of the following sections of this

code:

(1} Section 13.007;
{2)_Section 64.012:
(3) Section 64.036:
{4) Section 84.003;
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(5) Section 84.0041:
(6} Section 86.0051;
(7) Section 86.006:
(8) Section 86.010; or
(9) Section 276.013.

Sec.232.062. EVIDENTIARY STANDARD. A contestant

must prove an allegation described by Sectjon 232.061 by a
preponderance of the evidence.

No equivalent provision.

Sec. 232.063. CIVIL PENALTY. (a) If the court in its

judgment finds that the contestee, an agent of the contestee,
or_a person acting on behalf of the contestee with the
contesteg's knowledge committed one or more violations of

a section described by Section 232.061, the contestee is
liable to this state for a civil penalty of $1.000 for each

violation.

(b} A penaity collected under this seclion by the attorney
general shall be deposited in the state treasury to the credit
of the general revenue fund.
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No equivalent provision.

Same as Senate version.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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(5) Section 84.0041;
(6) Section 86.0051;
(7 _Section 86.006;
{8) Section 86.010; or
(%) Section 276.013.

Same as Senate version.

Sec. 232.063. OVERTURNING ELECTION. If _the
number of votes illepally cast in the election is equal 10 or
greater than the number of votes necessary to change the
outcome of an election. the court may declare the election

void without attempting to determine how individual voters
voted.

Sec. 232.064. DAMAGES. (a) If a contestee, an agent of

the contestee, or a person acting on _behalf of the contestee
with the_contestee's knowledge committed one or more
violations of a section described by Section 232.061. the

contestee is liable to the contestamt for damages in an
amount of $1,000 for each violation.

No equivalent provision.

21.149.734



SENATE VERSION

No equivalent provision.

Sec. 232.064. ATTORNEY'S FEES. [n an election contest
to_which this_subchapter applies, the court may award

reasonable attorney's fees to the prevailing party.

No equivalent provision.
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Same as Senate version.

No equivalent provision.

Same as Senate version.
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(b) Notwithstanding Section 41.004(a), Civil Practice and

Remedies Code, a court shall award damages under
Subsection (a) to the contestant irrespective of whether the
contestant is awarded actual damages.

Same as Senate version.

SECTION 8.06. Section 273.061, Election Code is
amended to read as follows

Sec. 273.061. JURISDICTION. (a) The supreme court or
a court of appeals may issue a writ of mandamus to compel
the performance of any duty imposed by law in connection
with the holding of an election or a political party
convention, regardless of whether the person responsible for
performing the duty is a public officer.

(b) The court of criminal appeals may issue a writ of
mandamus to compel the performance of any duty imposed
by law in_connection with the provision, seguestration,

transfer, or impoundment of evidence in or records relating
to a criminal investigation conducted under this code or

conducted in connection with the conduct of an election or
political party convention. If a writ of mandamus is issued
under this subsection, it shall include an order requiring the

provision, sequestration, transfer. or impoundment of the
evidence or record.
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SECTION 4.07. Section 276.013(a), Election Code, is
amended to read as fotlows:

(a) A person commits an offense if the person knowingly or
intentionally makes any effort to:

(1) influence the independent exercise of the vote of another
in the presence of the ballot or during the voting process;

(2) cause a voter to become registered, a ballot to be
obtained, or a vote to be cast under false pretenses; [ef]

{3) count voles or alter a report te include votes the person
knows are invalid;

(4)_refuse to count vatid votes or alter a report to exclude

valid votes; or

(5) [3}) cause any intentionally misleading statement,
representation, or information to be provided:

(A) to an election official; or

(B) on an application for ballot by mail, carrier envelope, or
any other official election-related form or document.
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SECTION 5.03. Sections 276.013(a) and (b), Election Code,
are amended to read as follows:

(a) A person commits an offense if the person knowingly or
intentionally makes any effort to:

(1) influence the independent exercise of the vote of another
in the presence of the ballot or during the voting process,

including by altering the ballot of anotlter or by otherwise
causing a ballot to not reflect the intent of the voter,

(2) Same as Senate version.

{(3)_count votes that are invalid or should otherwise nat be
counted under law. fail to count votes that were lawfully
cast, or alter a report to include invalid votes; [FA6(25)]

(4)_fail 10 count valid votes or alter a report to exclude valid
voles: [FAG(26)]

(5) Substantially the same as Senate version.

76

CONFERENCE

[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make
the final determination on this issue.]

SECTION 7.03. Sections 276.013(a) and (b), Election
Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a) A person commits an offense if the person knowingly or
intentionally makes any effort to:

(1) Same as House version.

(2) Same as Senate version.

{3) count votes that are invalid, or should otherwise not be
counted, fail to count votes that were lawfully cast, or alter

a report to include invalid votes;

(4) Same as House version.

(5) Substantially the same as Senate version.

21.149.734



SENATE VERSION

No egquivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

SECTION 4.08. Chapter 276, Election Code, is amended by
adding Sections 276.014 and 276.015 to read as foliows:

Sec. 276.014. PAID VOTE HARVESTING,

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396

Senate Bill 7
Conference Commitiee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

HOUSE VERSION (IE)

(6) prevent a voter from casting a legal ballot in an election
in which the voter is eligible to vote; or [FA6(28))

(7) provide false information to a voter with the intent of
preventing the voter from voting in an election in which the
voter is eligible to vote. [FA6(28)]

(b) An offense under this section is a state jail felony fElass
Anisdonenner].

SECTION 5.04. Chapter 276, Election Code, is amended by
adding Sections 276.014, 276.016, 276.017, 276.018, and
276.019 to read as follows:

Sec. 276.014. PAID VOTE HARVESTING.

(a) In this section:

(1) _"Benefit" means anything reasonably regarded as a

gain or advantage, including:
‘4) a promise or offer of employment, a political favor, or

a favorable discretionary official act; and
(B) a benefit to any other person in whose welfare the

beneficiary has an interest.

17
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(6) Same as House version.

{7) Same as House version.

(b) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor,

except that an_offense under this section is a_state jail
felony if the person committed the offense while acting in

the person’s official capacity as an election officer.

SECTION 7.04. Chapter 276, Election Code, is amended by
adding Sections 276.014, 276.015, 276.016, 276.017,
276.018, and 276.019 to read as follows:

Sec. 276.014. VOTE HARVESTING.

(2) In this section and in Section 276.015:

(1) "Benefit" means anything reasonably regarded as a
gain_or advantage, including a promise or offer of
employment, a_political favor, or an officigl act of
discretion, whether to a person_or_another party whose
welfare is of interest ta the person.
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(a) In this section_and Section 276.015, “vote harvesting
services" means direct interaction with one or more voters in
connection with an official ballot, a ballot voted by mail, or
an application for ballot by mail, intended to deliver votes
for a specific candidate or measure.

{b)_A person commits an offense if the person, directly or
through a third party, knowingly provides or offers to
provide the vote harvesting services in exchange for
compensation or other benefit, including benefits to a party
whose welfare is of interest tv the person.

(c) A person commits an offense if the person, directly or
through a third panty, knowingly provides or offers to
provide compensation or other benefit to a_person, or te
another party whose welfare is of interest to the person, in
exchange for the vole harvesting services.

{d)_A person commits an offense if the person knowingly
collects or possesses a ballot voted by mail or official carrier

envelope from a voter in connection with the vote harvesting

services.

(e) __This section does not apply to acts promoting a
candidate or measure that do not involve direct interaction

with:

(1) an application for ballot by mail, in the presence of the

vater: or
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(2) "Vole harvesting services" means direct interaction with
one or more voters in connection with an official baliot, a
ballot voted by mail. or an application for ballot by mail,
intended to deliver votes for a specific candidate or measure.

(b) A person commits an offense if the person, directly or
through a _third party, knowingly provides or offers to
provide vote harvesting services in exchange for
compensation or other benefit.

() A person commits an offense if the person, directly or
through a third party. knowingly provides or offers to
provide compensation or other benefit to a person in
exchange for vote harvesting services.

{d)_A person commits an offense if the person knowingly

collects or possesses a ballot veted by mail or official carrier
envelope from a voter in connection with vote harvesting

services.

(e) This section does not apply to political speech ar other
acts merely promoting a candidate or measure that do not
invelve direct interaction with:

(1) an application for ballot by mail, in the presence of the

vefer: or
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(2) "Vote harvesting services” means in-person interaction
with one or more voters, invafving an official ballot. a ballot
voted by mail, or an application for ballot by mail. intended
1o deliver votes for a specific candidate or measure.

(b} A person commits an offense if the person, directly or

through a third pariy, knowingly provides or offers to
provide vote harvesting services in__exchange for

compensation or other benefit.

(c) A person commits an offense if the person, directly or
through a third party, knowingly provides or offers to
provide compensation or other benefit to a another person in
exchange for vote harvesting services.

{d) A person commits an offense if the person knowingly
collects or possesses a mail ballot or official carrier envelope
in connection with vote harvesting services.

(e)_This section does not apply to:
(1) an__activity not performed in exchange for

compensation or a benefit;
(2) interactions that do not directly invelve an official

ballot, ballot by mail, or an application for ballot by mail;
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(2) a voter's official ballot, ballot voted by mail, or carrier
envelape.

(N _In this section, compensation in exchange for the vote
harvesting services is inferred if a person who performed the
vote harvesting services for a candidate or campaign solicits,
receives, or is offered compensation from the candidate ot
campaign, dircctly or through a third party, for services other
than the vote harvesting services provided.

(g) An offense under this section is a felony of the third
degree.

(h)_If conduct that constitutes an offense under this section
also constitutes an offense under any other law, the actor may
be prosecuted under this section, the other law. or both.

No equivalent provision.

Sec. 276.015. CIVIL LIABILITY FOR_UNLAWFUL
VOTE HARVESTING.
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{2) a voter's official ballot, ballot voted by mail, or carrier
envelope.

(f__In_this section. compensalion or other benefit in
exchange for vote harvesting services is inferred if a person
who performed the vote harvesting services for a candidate
or_campaign solicits, receives, or is offered compensation
from the candidate or campaign, directly or through a third
party, for services other than the vote harvesting services
provided.

(p) An offense under this section is a sfate jail felony.
[FA4(9); FA6(29)]

(h) Same as Senate version.

Same as Senate version.

No equivalent provision.

79

CONFERENCE

[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

(3) interactions that are not conducted in-person with a

voler; or
(4) activity that is not_designed tg _deliver votes for or
against a specific candidate or measure.

(f)_In_this section, compensation in exchange for vote
harvesting services is inferred if a person_who performed
vote harvesting services for a candidate or campaign solicits,
receives, or is offered compensation from the candidate or
campaign, directly or through a third party, for services other
than vote harvesting services provided.

(g) Same as Senate version.

(h) Same as Senate version.

(i) _Records necessary to investigate an offense under this
section or any other section of this code shall be provided by
an _election officer in an_unredacted form to a law
enforcement officer upon request. Records obtained under
this subsection are not subject to public disclosure.

Sec. 276.015. CIVIL,
HARVESTING,

LIABILITY FOR VOTE
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SENATE VERSION

(a) A person who is shown by a preponderance of the

evidence to have violated Section 276.014 is liable to any
candidate harmed by the vote harvesting services for

damages and penalties that may be awarded under

Subsection {c).

(b) A person is harmed by the vote harvesting services if the
person can demonsirate that:

(1) the person was a candidate for office:

(2) _the liable party committed an affense under Section

276.014; and

(3) another candidate seeking the same affice as the person

received a vote attributable to the offense, regardless of

whether the other candidate knowingly participated in the
vofe harvesting services.

No equivalent provision.

(c) A litigant whe prevails in an action under Subsection (b)
shall recover fram any person who committed the unlawful
vote harvesting services damages in an amount including:
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No equivalent provision,

No eguivalent provision.

Same as Senate version.

No equivalent provision.
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(a)__A person who is shown by a preponderance of the

evidence to have violated Section 276.014 is civilly liable to
any candidate or political party who suffers harm from the
vote harvesting services for damages and penalties that may
be awarded under Subsection (¢).

(b) A person is harmed by the vote harvesting services if the
person can demonstrate that:

(1) the person kas standing to seek relief: and
(2) the liable party vielated Section 276.014.

{b-1) To establish standing under this section, a person is not
required to demonstrate that the vote harvesting services
successfully delivered votes for a_specific candidate or
measure, but must demonstrate that:

(1) _the vote harvesting services were intended to deliver
votes for a specific candidate or measure; and

{2) the person opposed the candidate or measure in the
person's capacity as a candidate or political party.

{c) A party who prevails in an action under rhis section may
recover darages in an amount including any or all of.
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(1) _the amount of any compensation paid 1o or received by

the person in exchange for the vote harvesting services;
(2) the fair market value of any benefit given or received in

exchanpe for the vote harvesting services;
(3) a penalty in the amount of $25.000; and

(4) reasonable attorney's fees, court costs, witness fees. and
deposition fees.

(d) A litigant who prevails in an action under Subsection
(b} and shows that the number of voters contacted by the vote
harvesting services exceeds the number of votes by which
the litigant lost the election shall recover from the person
liable for the unlawful vote harvesting services punitive
damages in an amount including:

{1)_any of the litipant's campaign expenditures properly
filed on a campaign finance report in connection with the
glection; and

(2) any fees and expenses incurred by the fitigant in filing
and securing a place on the ballot.

{e) A person who commits an offense under Section 276.014
and is found liable under this chapler or other law for any
amount of damages arising from the vote harvesting services
is_jointly liable with any other defendant for the entire

amount of damages arising from the vote harvesting
services.
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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(1} the amount of compensation paid to or received by a
{2) the fair market value of any benefit given or received in
exchange for vote harvesting services;

(3) a penalty in the amount of $35,000; or

(4} reasonable and necessary attomey’s fees, court costs,
wilness fees, and discovery costs.

(d} A party who is a candidate for office who prevails in an
action under this section and shows that the number of voters
contacted by the vote harvesting activity exceeds the number
of votes by which the party lost the election shall recover
damages in an amount including any er all of:

(1) the party's campaign expenditures properly filed on a
campaign finance report in connection with the election; ar

{2) any fees and expenses incurred by the party in filing and
securing a place on the ballot.

{e) A person who commits an offense under Section
276.014 and is found civilly liable. including by vicarious
liability, under this chapter or other law for any amount of
damages arising from the vote harvesting services is jointly

liable with any other defendant for the entire amount of
damages arising from the vote harvesting services.
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SENATE VERSION

{D_The cause of action created by this section is cumulative
to any other remedy provided by common law or statute,

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

(2)__The expedited actions process created by Rule 169,

Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, does not apply to an action
under this section.

(h) Chapter 27, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, does not
apply to a cause of action under this section.

(i)_A causec of action under this section may _be brought in

the county where any part of the vote harvesting services
gccurred.

No equivalent provision,
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No equivalent provision.

Same as Senate version.

Same as Senate version.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

Same as Senate version.

82

CONFERENCE

[The conference committee may have exceeded the limitations
imposed on its jurisdiction, but only the presiding officer can make

the final determination on this issue.]

() The cause of action created by this section is cumnulative

of any other remedy provided by common law or statute.

{g) rules applicable to a party's access to election_records

under Chapter 231 or 232 apply to a cause of action under
this section.

{(h} A party to an action under this section may compel a
voler to reveal the voter's vote in the same manner

esiablished under Section 221.009 to_compel a voter to
reveal the voter's vote in an election contest.

(i) The expedited actions process created by Rule 169,
Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, does not apply to an action

under this section.

(i) Chapter 27. Civil Practice and Remedies Code, does not
apply to a cause of action under this section.

(k} A cause of action under this section may be brought in
the county where any element of a vialation under Section
276.014 occurred, or where any part of the vote harvesting,
services occurred.

() This section shall be liberally construed and applied to
promote its underlying purpose to protect candidates and the
voting public from unlawful vote harvesting and provide an

efficient and economical remedy to secure that protection.
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No equivalent provision.
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Sec. 276.016. UNLAWFUL SOLICITATION AND
DISTRIBUTION OF APPLICATION TO VOTE BY
MAIL.

{a) An early voting clerk commits an offense if the clerk,
while acting in an official capacity, knowingly: [FA6(30),
(31)]

(1) solicits the submission of an application to vote by mail
from a person who did not request an application:

{2) distributes an application to vote by mail to a person who
did not request the application unless the distribution is
expressly authorized by another provision of this code;
{(3)_authorizes or approves the expenditure of public funds
to facilitate third-party distribution of an application to vote
by mail to a person who did not request the application; or

4) completes any portion of an application to vote by mail

and distributes the application to an applicant,
{b) An offense under this section is a state jail felony.

(c) It is an exception to the application of Subsection (a)(2)
that the early voting clerk engaged in the conduct described
by Subsection (a)(2) by providing access to an application to

vote by mail from a publicly accessible Internet_website.
[FA6(32)]
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Sec. 276.016. UNLAWFUL __ SOLICITATION  AND
DISTRIBUTION OF APPLICATION TO VOTE BY
MAIL.

(a) A public official commits an offense if the official, while
acting in an official capacity, knowingly:

(1) solicits the submission of an application to vote by mail
from a person who did not request an application;

(2) distributes an application to vole by mail to a person who
did not _request the application unless the distribution is
expressly authorized by another provision of this code;

{3) authorizes or approves the expenditure of public funds
1o facilitate third-party distribution of an application to vote
by mail to a person who did not request the application: or

4) completes any portion of an application to vote by mail
and distributes the application to an applicant.

(b) Same as House version.

{c) Subsection (a){2) does not apply if the public official
enpaged in the conduct described by Subsection (2)(2) by
providing access to an application to vote by mail from a
publicly accessible Internet website.
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Ne equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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(d)_It is an exception to the application of Subsection (a)(4)
that the early voting clerk engaged in the conduct described
by Subsection (a)(4) while lawfully assisting the applicant
under Section 84.003. [FA6(33)]

(e) It is an exception to the application of Subsection (a)
that the public official provided general information about
voting_by mail, the vote by mail process, or the timelines
associated with voting 1o a person or the public. [FAS5(6)]

No equivalent provision.

Sec. 276.017. UNLAWFUL DISTRIBUTION OF EARLY
VOTING BALLOTS AND BALLOTING MATERIALS.
{a) The early voting clerk or other election official commits
an_offense if the clerk_or official knowingly mails or
otherwise provides an early voting ballot by mail or other
early voting by mail ballot materials to a person who did not
submit an application for a ballot to be voted by mail under
Section 84.001.

(b)_An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor.
[FAG(34)]

Sec. 276.018. PERJURY IN CONNECTION WITH
CERTAIN ELECTION PROCEDURES.
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(d) Subsection (a)(4) does not apply if the public official
engaged in the conduct described by Subsection (a)(4) while

lawfully assisting the applicant under Section 84.003.

{e) Subsection (a) does not apply if the public official
provided general information about voting by mail, the vote
by mail process, or the timelines associated with voling to a
person or the public.

(f)_The remedy provided under this chapter is cumulative,
and does not restrict any other remedies provided by this
code or by law. A violation of this section is subject to
injunctive relief or mandamus as provided by this code.

Same as House version.

Same as House version.
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No equivalent provision.

SECTION 4.09. (2) The changes in law made by this article
apply only to an election contest for which the associated
election occurred afier the effective date of this Act.

(b) The changes in law made by this article apply only to
an election ordered on or afier the effective date of this Act.
An election ordered before the effective date of this Act is
governed by the law in effect when the election was
ordered, and the former law is continued in effect for that
purpose.

No equivalent provision.
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{a)_A person commits an offense if the person makes a false
statement or swears to_the truth _of a false stalement
previously made while making the oath described by Section
64,034,

(b} An offense under this section is a state jail felony.

Sec. 276.019. UNLAWFUL ALTERING OF ELECTION
PROCEDURES. A public official may not Angwingly alter,
waive, or suspend an election standard, practice, or
procedure mandated by law or_rule unless the alteration,

waiver, or suspension is expressly authorized by this code.
[FA4(10)]

No equivalent provision.

SECTION __. The change in law made by this Act applies
only to an application for a ballot to be voted by mail
submitted on or afier the effective date of this Act. An
application for a ballot to be voted by mail submitted before
the effective date of this Act is governed by the law in effect
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Sec. 276.019. UNLAWFUL ALTERING OF ELECTION
PROCEDURES. A public official may not creafe. alter,
pradify, waive. or suspend any election standard, practice, or
procedure mandated by law or rule in a manner not
expressly authorized by this code.

SECTION 11.03 (pary

(c) The changes in law made by this Act apply only to an
election contest for which the associated election occurred
afier the effective date of this Act.

SECTION 11.03 (pary)

(d) The changes in law made by this Act apply only to an
application to vote an early voting ballot by mail submitted
on or after the effective date of this Acl. An application to
vote an early voting ballot by mail submitted before the



SENATE VERSION

(See ARTICLE 4, ENFORCEMENT, above.)

No equivalent provision.
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when the application was submitted, and the former law is
continued in effect for that purpose. [FA18]

ARTICLE 6. ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 6.01. Subchapter C, Chapter 22, Government
Code, is amended by adding Section 22.2235 1o read as
follows:

Sec. 22.2235. COURT SITTING IN PANELS FOR
CERTAIN ELECTION PROCEEDINGS; CRIMINAL
OFFENSE.

(a) In this section, "public official” means any person
elected. selected, appointed, employed, or otherwise
designated as an officer, employee, or agent of this state, a

government_agency. a political subdivision, or any other
public body established by state law. [FA6(35)]

(b) _Notwithstanding any other law or rule, a court
proceeding entitled to priority under Section 22.304 and filed

in a court of appeals shall be docketed by the clerk of the
court and assigned to a pane! of three justices determined

using an automated assignment system.

() A person, including a public official, commits an offense
if the person communicates with a court clerk with the
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effective date of this Act is governed by the law in effect
when the application was submitted, and the former law is
continued in effect for that purpose.

(See ARTICLE 8, ENFORCEMENT, above)

SECTION 8.07. Subchapter D, Chapter 22, Government
Code, is amended by adding Sections 22,304 and 22.305 to
read as follows:

Sec. 22.304. COURT _ SITTING IN PANELS FOR
CERTAIN ELECTION PROCEEDINGS; CRIMINAL
OFFENSE.

No equivalent provision.

(8) _ Notwithstanding any other law or rule, a court
proceeding entitled to priority under Section 22.305 and filed
in the supreme court, the court of criminal appeals, ar a
court of appeals shall be docketed by the clerk of the court
and assigned to a pane! of three justices determined using an
automated assignment system.

Same as House version.
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No equivalent provision.
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intention of influencing or attempting to influence the

composition of a three-justice pane! assigned a specific
proceeding_under this section.

{d) An offense under this section is a Class A misdenteanor.
[FAS(36)]

No equivalent provision.

SECTION 6.02. Subchapter D, Chapter 22, Government
Code, is amended by adding Section 22.304 to read as
follows:

Sec. 22.304. PRIORITY OF CERTAIN ELECTION
PROCEEDINGS.

(a) The supreme court or a court of appeals shall prioritize
over any other proceeding pending or filed in the court a
proceeding for injunctive relief under Chapter 273, Election
Code, pending or filed in the court on ot after the 70th day
before a peneral or special election. [FA6(37)-(38)]

{b)_The court with jurisdiction over a proceeding described
by Subsection (a), on request of any partv to the proceeding,
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(c)_An offense under this section is a state jail felony.

(d)_If a court clerk does not comply with this section, a
person _may seek from the supreme court, the court of
criminal appeals. or a court of appeals a writ of mandamus
as provided by Section 273.061, Election Code, to compe!
compliance with this section,

SECTION 8.07, continued

Sec. 22.305. PRIORITY OF CERTAIN ELECTION
PROCEEDINGS.

(a) The supreme court, the court of criminal appeals, ora
court_of appeals shall prioritize over any other proceeding
pending o filed in the court a proceeding for injunctive relief
or for a writ of mandamus under Chapter 273, Election
Code, pending or filed in the court on or after the /120th day
before a general or special election,

No equivalent provision.
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No equivaient provision.
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shall grant the party the opportunity to present an oral
arpument and bepin hearing the arpument as soon as
practicable but not later than 48 hours after the time the last

brief for the proceeding is due to be filed with the court.
[FA6(39))

{c) Oral argument for a proceeding described by Subsection
(a) may be given in person or through electronic means.

SECTION 6.03. Section 23.101, Government Code, is
amended by amending Subsection (a) and adding
Subsections (b-1) and (b-2) to read as follows:

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b-1), the [Fhe] trial

courts of this state shall regularly and frequently set hearings
and trials of pending matters, giving preference to hearings
and trials of the following:

(1) temporary injunctions;

(2) criminal actions, with the following actions given
preference over other criminal actions:

{A) criminal actions against defendants who are detained in
jail pending trial;

(B) criminal actions involving a charge that a person
committed an act of family violence, as defined by Section
71.004, Family Code;

(C) an offense under;

(i) Section 21.02 or 21.11, Penal Code;
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(b) If granted, oral arpument for a proceeding described by
Subsection (a) may be given in person or through electronic

means.

SECTION R8.08. Section 23.101, Government Code, is
amended by amending Subsection (a) and adding
Subsections (b-1) and (b-2) to read as follows:

(a) Same as House version.
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(ii) Chapter 22, Penal Code, if the victim of the alleged
offense is younger than 17 years of age;

(iii) Section 25.02, Penal Code, if the victim of the alleged
offense is younger than 17 years of age;

(iv) Section 25.06, Penal Code;

(v) Section 43.25, Penal Cade; or

(vi) Section 20A.02(a)(7), 20A.02(a)(8), or 20A.03, Penal
Code;

(D) an offense described by Article 62.001(6)(C) or (D),
Code of Criminal Procedure; and

(E) criminal actions against persons who are detained as
provided by Section 51.12, Family Code, afier transfer for
prosecution in criminal court under Section 54,02, Family
Code;

(3) election contests and suits under the Election Code;

(4) orders for the protection of the family under Subtitle B,
Title 4, Family Code;

(5) appeals of final rulings and decisions of the division of
workers' compensation of the Texas Department of
Insurance regarding workers' compensation claims and
claims under the Federal Employers’ Liability Act and the
Jones Act;

{6) appeals of final orders of the commissioner of the
General Land Office under Section 51.3021, Natural
Resources Code;

(7) actions in which the claimant has been diagnosed with
malignant mesothelioma, other malignant asbestos-related
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cancer, malignant silica-related cancer, or acute silicosis;
and

(8) appeals brought under Section 42.01 or 42.015, Tax
Code, of orders of appraisal review boards of appraisal
districts established for counties with a population of less
than 175,000.

{b-1) The trial courts of this state shall prioritize over any
other proceeding pending or filed in the court a proceeding

for_injunctive relief under Chapter 273 Election Code,
pending or filed in the court on or after the 70th day before
a general or special election. [FA6(40)-(41)]

b-2) The court on written request of any party to a case
set_under Section 23.301 shall hold a hearing on a
proceeding described by Subsection (b-1). A hearing under
this subsection shall begin as soon as practicable but not
later than 48 heurs afier the court receives the heagring

request.

The hearing may be held in person or throuph electronic
means. [FA6(42)]

SECTION 6.04. Chapter 23, Government Code, is amended
by adding Subchapter D to read as follows:
SUBCHAPTER D. GENERAL PROVISIONS
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(b-1) Except for a criminal case in which the death penalty
has been or may be assessed or when it wonld otherwise
interfere with a constitutional right, the trial courts of this
state shall prioritize over any other proceeding pending or
filed in the court a proceeding for injunctive relief under
Chapter 273, Election Code. pending or filed in the court on
ot after the 120th day before a peneral or special election.

(b-2)

A _hearing in a proceeding described by Subsection fb-1)
may be held in person or through electronic means.

SECTION 8.09. Chapter 23, Government Code, is amended
by adding Subchapter D to read as follows:
SUBCHAPTER D. GENERAL PROVISIONS

21.149.734
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Sec. 23.301. ASSIGNMENT OF CERTAIN ELECTION Sec. 23.301. ASSIGNMENT OF CERTAIN ELECTION
PROCEEDINGS. PROCEEDINGS; CRIMINAL OFFENSE.
(a) Notwithstanding any other law or rule, the clerk of a (a) Same as House version,

district court in which a proceeding entitled to priority under
Section 23.101(b-1} is filed shall docket the proceeding and

if more than one district court in the county has jurisdiction
over the proceeding, randomly assign the proceeding to a
district court using an automated assignment system.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law or rule, the clerk of a (b) Same as House version.

county court or statutory county court in which a proceedin

entitled to priority under Section 23.101(b-1) is filed shall

docket the proceeding and, if more than one court in the
county has jurisdiction over the proceeding. randomly assign

the preceeding to a court using an automaled assignment

system.
No equivalent provision. (c) Notwithstanding_any other law or rule, a proceeding

entitled to priority under Section 23.101(b-1) relating to a

temporary injunction shall have a court assigned under
Subsection (b) not later than 24 hours afier the proceeding is

filed and, if a temporary injunction is granted, the injunction
may not remain in effect for longer than four days.

No equivalent provision. (d)_A person, including a public official, commits an offense

if the person communicates with a county or district clerk
with the intention of influencing or aitempting to influence

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396 91 21.149.734
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No equivalent provision.

() If a district or county clerk does not comply with this
section, a person may seek from the supreme court or a court

of appeals a writ_of mandamus as provided by Section
273.061 to compel compliance with this section. [FA6(43)]

Na equivalent provision.
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the_court or judse assigned to a proceeding under this
section.

(e) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor,
except that the offense is a state jail felony if it is shown on

the trial of the offense that the person committed the offense
while acting in the person's official capacity as an election

official.

(f)_If a district or county clerk does not comply with this
section, a person may seek from the supreme court, the court

of criminal appeals, or a court of appeals_a writ of

mandamus as provided by Section 273.061, Election Code,
to compel compliance with this section.

Sec. 23.302. DEADLINES IN CERTAIN ELECTION
PROCEEDINGS. (a) Not later than 24 hours afier the
proceeding is filed, a judpe to whom a case is assigned under
Section 23.301(b) who wishes to be recused from the

proceeding must, before recusal:
(1) _hear an application for any emergency temporary relief

sought;
(2) grant or deny any emergency temporary relief sought;

and

(3) set a scheduling order that provides:

(A)_a date for a hearing on any injunction sought not later
than five days afier the date on which the proceeding was

filed; and
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SENATE VERSION

ARTICLE 5. REPEALER AND EFFECTIVE DATE

SECTION 5.01. The following provisions of the Election
Code are repealed:

(1) Section 85.062(e); and
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ARTICLE 7. REPEALER;
TRANSITION; EFFECTIVE DATE

SEVERABILITY;

SECTION 7.01. The following provisions of the Election
Code are repealed:

(1)} Section 86.0052(b); and
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{(B) discovery and deposition deadlines before the
expiration of any emergency relief order entered.

{b) The presiding judge of an administrative region shall
assign a new judge 1o a proceeding assigned under Section
23.301{b) not later than 12 hours after the original judge
assigned to the proceeding is recused under Subsection (a).
(c) A final order in a proceeding filed under Section
273.081, Election Code, shall be submitted in writing to the
parties not later than 24 hours afier the judge makes a final
determination in the proceeding.

(d) If a district judge does not comply with this section, a
person may seek from the supreme court. the court of
criminal appeals, or a court of appeals a writ of mandamus
as provided by Section 273.061, Election Code. to compel
compliance with this section.

{e) Notwithstanding Section 23.101(b-1), a proceeding
relating_to a permanent injunction being sought in
connection to a challenpge under Section 141.034. Election

Code, may be heard afier the primary election_has been
canvassed.

ARTICLE 11. REPEALER;
TRANSITION; EFFECTIVE DATE

SEVERABILITY;

SECTION 11.01. The following provisions of the Election
Code are repealed:

(1) Section 85.062(e);
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(2) Section 127.201(f).

SECTION 5.02. The secretary of state is required to
implement Section 86.015, Election Code, as added by this
Act, only if the legislature appropriates money specifically
for that purpose. If the legislature does not appropriate
money specifically for that purpose, the secretary of state
may, but is not required to, implement Section 86.015,
Election Code, using other appropriations available for that
purpose.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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(2) Section 86.0105(b).

No equivalent provision.

SECTION 7.02. If any provision of this Act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of
this Act that can be given effect without the invalid provision
or application, and to this end the provisions of this Act are
declared to be severable.

SECTION 7.03. The changes in law made by this Act apply
only to an offense committed on or after the effective date of
this Act. An offense committed before the effective date of
this Act is governed by the law in effect when the offense
was committed, and the former law is continued in effect for
that purpose. For purpases of this section, an offense was
committed before the effective date of this Act if any element
of the offense occurred before that date.
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(2) Section 86.0052(b);
(3) Section 86.0105(b); and
(4) Section 127.201(f).

Same as House version,

SECTION 11.02. Same as House version.

SECTION 11.03. (part) (a) Except as otherwise provided by
this Act, the changes in law made by this Act apply only to
an offense committed on or after the effective date of this
Act. An offense committed before the effective date of this
Act is governed by the law in effect when the offense was
committed, and the former law is continued in effect for that
purpose. For purposes of this section, an offense was



SENATE VERSION

SECTION 5.03. Subject to Section 5.02 of this Act, this Act
takes effect September 1, 2021.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.
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SECTION 7.04. This Act takes effect September 1, 2021.

ARTICLE __. INTERNET POSTING [FA9]

SECTION __.01. Chapter 4, Election Code, is amended by
adding Section 4.009 to read as follows:

Sec. 4.009. INTERNET POSTING. (a) Not later than the
21st day before election day. a county that holds or provides

election services for an election_and maintains an Internet
website shall post on its public Internet website for an

election administered by the county:

{1) the date of the election;

(2) the location of each polling place;

(3)_each candidate for an elected office on the ballot; and
(4) each measure on the ballot.

(b) Not later than the 21st day before election day, a city or
independent school district that holds an election and
maintains an Internet website shall post on the public Internet
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commitied before the effective date of this Act if any element
of the offense occurred before that date.

SECTION 11.06. This Act takes effect immediately if it
receives a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to
each house, as provided by Section 39, Article ITl, Texas
Constitution. If this Act does not receive the vote necessary
for immediate effect, this Act takes effect September 1,
2021.

ARTICLE 10. INTERNET POSTING AND DATABASE

SECTION 10.01. Same as House version.

21.149.734
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website for the city or independent school district, as
applicable:

(13_the date of the next election;

(2)_the location of each polling place;

(3)_each candidate for an elected office on the ballot: and
(4) each measure on the ballot. [FA9]

SECTION __.02. Subchapter A, Chapter 65, Election Code,
is amended by adding Section 65.016 1o read as follows:
Sec, 65.016. INTERNET POSTING OF ELECTION
RESULTS. (a) A county that holds or provides election
services for an election_and maintains an [nternet website
shall post on its public Internet website for_an election
administered by the county:

(1) the results of each election;

(2) _the total number of votes cast;

(3)_the total number of votes cast for each candidate or for
or against each measure;

(4) the total number of votes cast by personal appearance on
election day;

(5) the total number of votes cast by personal appearance or
mail during the early voting period: and

{6) the total number of counted and uncounted provisional
ballots cast.

(b)_A city or_independent school district that holds an
election and maintains an Internet website shall post on the
public Internet website for the city or independent school
district, as applicable:
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Same as Senate version.
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{1)_the results of each election:

(2)_the total number of votes cast;

(3) the total number of votes cast for each candidate or for
or against each measure;

(4)_the total number of votes cast by personal appearance on
election day;

(5)_the total number of votes cast by personal appearance or
mail during the early voting period; and

(6)_the total number of counted and uncounted provisional
ballots cast.

(c) The information described by Subsections (a) and (b)
must be;

(1)_clearly labeled in plain language;

{2) provided as soon as practicable afier the election;
(3)__accessible without having to make more than two
selections or view more than two network locations after
accessing the Internet website home page of the county, city,
or district, as applicable, for the most recent election; and
(4) accessible without having to make more than four
selections_or view more than four network locations after
accessing the Internet website home pape of the county, city,
or district, as applicable, for a previous election. [FA9]

SECTION __.03.

The changes in law made in this article apply only to an
election ordered on or after the effective date of this Act. An
election ordered before the effective date of this Act is
governed by the law in effect when the election was ordered,
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SECTION 11.03 (part)

(b) The changes in law made by this Acs apply only to an
election ordered on or afier the effective date of this Act. An
election ordered before the effective date of this Act is
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and the former law is continued in effect for that purpose.

[FA9]

ARTICLE __. CORRECTING MAIL BALLOT DEFECTS
[FA15]

SECTION __.Section 84.032(c) and (d), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(c) An applicant may submit a request after the close of early
voting by personal appearance by appearing in person and:
(1) returning the ballot to be voted by mail to the early voting
clerk; or

(2) executing an affidavit that the applicant:

(A) has not received the ballot to be voted by mail; [e¥]

(B) never requested a ballot to be voted by mail; or

{C) received a notice of defect under Section 87.0411(b).
(d) An applicant may also submit a request by appearing in
person and returning the ballot to be voted by mail or
presenting a notice received under Section 86.006(h) or
87.0411(b) to:

(1) the early voting clerk or deputy early voting clerk at any
polling place that is open for early voting by personal
appearance; or

(2) the presiding election judge on election day at the
applicant’s precinct polling place. [FA15]

SECTION __. Section 87.022, Election Code, is amended to
read as follows:
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governed by the law in effect when the election was ordered,
and the former law is continued in effect for that purpose

Same as Senate version.

Same as Senate version,

Same as Senate version.
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Sec. 87.022. TIME OF DELIVERY: GENERAL RULE.
Except as provided by Section 87.0221,[8%6223;] 87.023, or
87.024, the materials shall be delivered to the early voting
ballot board under this subchapter during the time the polls
are open on election day, or as soon after the polls close as
practicable, at the time or times specified by the presiding
judge of the board. {FA15]

SECTION __. Section 87.0221(a), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:
(a) In an election in which regular paper ballots are used for
carly voting by personal appearance or by mail, the materials
may be delivered to the board beginning on the ninth day
before the last day of [between-the-end—of] the period for
early voting by personal appearance, The early voting clerk
shall deliver all early voting ballots voted by mail to the
board that have been returned to the clerk by the end of the
third day before the last day of the period for early voting by
personal appearance, and shall deliver ali early voting ballots
voted by mail received thereafier to the board at Jeast once

per day [and-the-clesing-efthe-pellson-election-day;—oras
seen—after—closing—as—practicable,—at—the—time—er—times
speeified by the presidingjudge-ofthe-board]. [FA1S5]

SECTION __. Section 87.024(a), Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

(a) In an election in which early voting votes by personal
appearance are cast on voting machines, the jacket envelopes
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Same as Senate version.

Same as Senale version.
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containing the early voting ballots voted by mail may be
delivered to the board beginning on the ninth day before the
last day of [between-the-end-ef] the period for early voting
by personal appearance, The early voting clerk shall deliver
all early voting ballots voted by mail to the board that have
been returned to the clerk by the end of the third day before
the last day of the period for early voting by personal
appearance, and shall deliver all early voting ballots voted
by mail received thereafier to the board at least once per day
:.‘: "::": -5 A ion-da o g H

judge-of the-board]. [FA1S]

SECTION _ . Section 87.0241(a), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(2) The early voting ballot board may determine whether 10
accept early voting ballots voted by mail in accordance with
Section 87.041 at any time after the ballots are delivered to
the board except that the board shall determine whether to
accept any early voting ballots voted by mail delivered to the
board by the end of the third dav before the last day of the
period for early voting by personal appearance by the end of
the last day of the period for early voting by personal
appearance. [FA15]

SECTION __. Subchapter C, Chapter 87, Election Code, is
amended by adding Section 87.0411 to read as follows:
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Same as Senate version.

Same as Senate version.
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Sec. 87.0411. OPPORTUNITY TO CORRECT DEFECT:
EARLY VOTING BALLOT BOARD. (a) This section
applies to an early voting baliot voted by mail:

(1)_for which the voter did not sign the camrier envelope
certificate;

(2)_for which it cannot immediately be determined whether

the signature on the carrier envelope certificate is that of the
voter; ot

—,

(3)_that does not contain a statement of residence form if
required pursuant to Section 86.002(a).

(b) Before deciding whether to accept or reject a ballot under
Section 87.04], the early voting ballot board shall notify a
voter within_one business day of the discovery of a defect
under_Subsection_(a) to advise the voter of the defect and
provide the voter an opportunity to correct the defect by
providing:

(1) if the defect involves the voter's signature:

{A) the following identification:

(i) _the identification number from an unexpired driver’s
license, _election _identification certificate, or personal
identification card issued to the voter by the Department of
Public Safety:

(ii) the last four digits of the voter’s Social Security number;
or

(iii) if the voter does not possess any identification described
by Subdivisions (i) or (ii), a form of identification described

by Section 63.0101: and
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(B) a signed cure attestation in a form prescribed by the
secretary of state stating that the ballot at issue is that of the
voler: or

(2) if the defect involves a required statement of residence
form, a signed and completed statement of residence form.
{c) Subsection (b) does not apply if the early voting ballot
board determines that it would be impossible to correct the
defect before the ninth day afier the date of the election.

(d) A voter may submit materials listed under Subsection (b}
to the early voting clerk by:

{1) personal delivery;

{2) mail;

(3) e-mail; or

(4) telephonic facsimile machine, if a machine is available in
the clerk's office.

(e) The notice under Subsection (b) must:

(1) inform the voler that the voter's vote will not be counted
unless the voter submits the materials |isted under
Subsection (b) not later than the ninth day after the date of
the election;

(2) instruct_the voter on the methods of retumning the
materials listed under Subsection (b);

(3) include a copy of the cure attestation or statement of
residence in the form prescribed by the secretary of state; and

(4) direct the voter to the location of the cure attestation or
statement of residence form_on the secretary of state's

Internet website.
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(f) The early voting ballot board shall provide notice to the
voter_under Subsection_(b) by mail and any other method
reasonably calculated to provide sufficient time for the voter
to_submit the required materials before the deadline
prescribed by this section.

(2) The early voting ballot board is not required to provide
notice__under _Subsection (b) if the board makes a
determination under Section 87.027(j) that the signature on
the_carrier envelope centificate and ballot application are
those of the voter,

(h) If the early voting ballot board does not provide naotice to
the voter under_Subsection (b) and the ballot meets the
requirements of Sections 87.041(b)(1).{3).(4).(5){6). and
(7). the board shall accept the ballot in the manner provided
by Section 87.042.

(i) The secretary of state shali:

(1) prominently display and maintain on the main page of the
secretary's Internet website a link to blank versions of the
statement _of residence form and the cure attestation
described by Subsection(b): and

(2) adopt rules and prescribe forms as necessary to
implement this section.

(i)_A statement of residence form or a cure attestation
prescribed under this section must include clear instructions
for completion and notice of the penalties associated with
election fraud and voting more than once in an election. The
cure attestation and statement of residence may not require
the voter to have the form notarized or signed by a witness.
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(k) The signature provided by the voter on a cure attestation
or a statement of residence form shall be placed on file with
the county clerk or voter registrar to allow its use for future

signature comparison as provided by Section 87.027(i) and
Section 87.041{e}). [FA13]

SECTION __ . Section 87.0222, Election Code, is repealed.
[FA15]

ARTICLE __. DATABASE [FA12)

SECTION __.01. Section 4.003(e), Election Code, is
amended to read as follows:

() The authority responsible for giving notice of the
election shall deliver to the secretary of state;

(1) a copy of the notice of a consolidated precinct required
by Subsection (b) not later than the date of the election; and

(2)__information_for the secretary of state's database of
election information under Section 31.017 in an electronic

format required by the secretary of state. [FA12]

SECTION __.02. Subchapter A, Chapter 31, Election Code,
is amended by adding Sections 31.017 and 31.018 to read as
follows:

Sec. 31.017. INTERNET DATABASE QF ELECTION
INFORMATION. (a) The secretary of state shall post on
the secretary of state's public Internet website a database
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Same as Senate version.

Same as Senate version.

Same as Senate version.

SECTION 10.02, Same as House version, except does not
include a requirement for the incumbent and candidate
database to include a public telephone number and public
enail address, if available, of a holder of an elective office
nor does it include the requirement for the database to

21.149.734



SENATE VERSION

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396

Scnate Bill 7
Conference Committee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

HOUSE VERSION (IE)

containing__information provided by each authority
responsible for giving notice of an election in this state. The
database must include the following information:

(1)_the name of the authority;

(2) each office to be filled at the election:

(3) whether the office is elected at large or by district; and
(4) the dates of the preceding and next election for the office.
{b) _The secretary of state shall adopt rules as necessary to
implement this section.

Sec. 31.018. INTERNET _ DATABASE FOR
INCUMBENTS AND CANDIDATES. (a)_The secretary of
state shall post on the secretary of state's Internet website a
database containing information about each holder of and
candidate for any elected office in this state.

(b) The database must include the following information
about a holder of an elected office:

(1) name;

(2) office title, including any district, place, or position;
(3)_if the office is elected at large or by district;

(4)_date of the previous and next election for the office;

{5) public mailing address:

(6) public telephone number, if available; and

(7} _public e-mail address, if available.

(c) The database must include the following information
about a candidate for an elected office:

{1) name;

(2)_office sought, including any district, place, or position;
(3) if the office is elected at large or by district;
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include an applicable public email address, if available, of
a candidate for an elective office.
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No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

No equivalent provision.

Associated CCR Draft: 87R30396

Senate Bill 7
Conference Commitiee Report
Section-by-Section Analysis

HOUSE VERSION (IE)

(4)_date of the election:

(5) public mailing address;

(6)_public telephone number, if available;

(7) public e-mail address, if available;

(8)_name of the incumbent; and

(9) _if the candidate has filed as a write-in candidate.
(d)_The authority with whom a declaration of candidacy is
filed, a state chair of a political party, or the presiding officer
of a_political party's convention shall provide information
about a candidate or officeholder to the secretary of state,
(e) The secretary of state shall adopt rules as necessary to
implement this section. [FA12])

SECTION __.03. Section 141.032, Election Code, is
amended by adding Subsection (h) to read as follows:

{h) _The authority with whom the application is filed shall
provide the secretary of state with the candidate's
information_required for the secretary of state's Internet
website under Section 31.018. [FA12]

ARTICLE __. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS [FA3,
FA16,FA17, FA18]

SECTION __. Section 64.031, Election Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 64.031. ELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE. A voter
is eligible to receive assistance in marking or_reading the
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SECTION 10.03. Same as House version, except also
requires the secretary of state to adop! rules as necessary 1o
implement the provision.

SECTION 6.02. Same as House version.
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ballot, as provided by this subchapter, if the voter cannot
prepare or read the ballot because of:

(1) aphysical disability that renders the voter unable to write
or see; or

(2) an inability to read the language in which the ballot is
written. [FA3]

SECTION __. Section 64.032, Election Code, is amended
by adding Subsection (e) to read as follows:

{e)_A person may only provide assistance 10 a voler who is
eligible to receive assistance under section 64.031. [FA3]

SECTION __. Sections 276.004(a} and (b), Election Code,
are amended to read as follows:

(a) A person commits an offense if, with respect to another
person over whom the person has authority in the scope of
employment, the person knowingly:

(1) refuses to permit the other person to be absent from work
on election day or while early voting is in progress for the
purpose of attending the polls to vote; or

(2) subjects or threatens to subject the other person to a
penalty for attending the polls on election day or while early
voting is in propress to vote.

(b) 1t is an exception to the application of this section that
the person's conduct occurs in connection with an election in
which the polls are open on election day or while early voting
is in progress for voting for two consecutive hours outside of
the voter's working hours. [FA16]
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Same as Senate version.

SECTION 7.02. Same as House version.
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SECTION __. Section 15.021, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsections (b) and (d) and adding Subsections
{(d-1) and (d-2) to read as follows:

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (d), the [The] voter
shall use the registration certificate or a registration
application form as the notice, indicating the comect
information in the appropriate space on the certificate or
application form unless the voter does not have possession
of the certificate or an application form at the time of giving
the notice.

(d) A voter [wheo-continues-to-reside-in-the-county-in-which
the-veteris-tegistered] may correct information under this
section by digital transmission of the information under a
program administered by the secretary of state and the
Department of Information Resources.

(d-1) If the notice indicates that a voter no longer resides in
the county in which the voter is registered, the repisirar shall
forward the notice and the voter's original application for
registration to the registrar of the county in which the voter
resides. The registrars shall coordinate to ensure that the
voter's existing registration is canceled immediately after the

voler is registered in the county in which the voter resides in
accordance with Subsection (d-2).

(d-2) A registrar who receives a voter's notice and
application from another registrar under Subsection (d-1)
shall treat it as an original application for registration under
Section 13.002. and shall register the voter if the voter

CONFERENCE
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the final determination on this issue.)

SECTION 2.02. Same as House version.
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resides in the county and is otherwise eligible under Section
13.001. [FA17)

SECTION _ . Sections 52.031(b) and (c), Election Code,
are amended to read as follows:

(b) In combination with the surname, a candidate may use
one or more of the following:

(1) a given name;

(2) a contraction or familiar form of a given name by which
the candidate is known; [eF]

(3) an initial of 2 given name; or

(4) a name under which the candidate is known. if the
candidate has supplied the required affidavits under Section

141.031{e).

(c) A nickname of one unhyphenated word of not more than
10 letters by which the candidate has been commonly known
for at least three years preceding the election may be used in
combination with a candidate's name. A nickname that
constitutes a slogan or otherwise indicates a political,
economic, social, or religious view or affiliation may not be
used. A nickname may not be used unless the candidate has
complied with the requirements of Section 141.031(e}
= T eh 1l Heation & I |

Ball frdavitindicating thatthe_nick ;

with-this-subsection]. [FA18]
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SECTION __. Section 141.031, Election Code, is amended
by amending Subsection {a) and adding Subsections () and
() to read as follows:

(2) A candidate's application for a piace on the ballot that is
required by this code must:

(1) be in writing;

(2) be signed and sworn to before a person authorized to
administer oaths in this state by the candidate and indicate
the date that the candidate swears to the application;

(3) be timely filed with the appropriate authority; and

(4) include:

(A) the candidate's name, and if the candidate is seeking to
run under a name other than the candidate's surname
acquired by law or marriage and given name, or a contraction
or familiar form of a given name by which the candidate is
known or an initial of a given name, the affidavits required
by Subsection {e);

(B) the candidate’s occupation;

(C) the office sought, including any place number or other
distinguishing number;

(D) an indication of whether the office sought is to be filled
for a full or unexpired term if the office sought and another
office to be voted on have the same title but do not have place
numbers or other distinguishing numbers;

(E) a statement that the candidate is a United States citizen;
(F) a statement that the candidate has not been determined
by a final judgment of a court exercising probate jurisdiction
to be:
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(i) totally mentaily incapacitated; or

(ii) partially mentally incapacitated without the right to vote;
(G) a statement that the candidate has not been finally
convicted of a felony from which the candidate has not been
pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting
disabilities;

(H) the candidate's date of birth;

() the candidate's residence address or, if the residence has
no address, the address at which the candidate receives mail
and a concise description of the location of the candidate's
residence;

(I the candidate's length of continuous residence in the state
and in the territory from which the office sought is elected as
of the date the candidate swears to the application;

(K) the statement: "1, ,of County,
Texas, being a candidate for the office of , swear
that I will support and defend the constitution and laws of the
United States and of the State of Texas";

(L) a statement that the candidate is aware of the nepotism
law, Chapter 573, Government Code; and

(M) a public mailing address at which the candidate receives
correspondence relating to the candidate’s campaign, if
available, and an electronic mail address at which the
candidate receives correspondence relating to the candidate's
campaign, if available.

(e) A candidate seeking to have placed on the ballot a name
other than the candidate's surname acquired by law or

marriage and given name, or a contraction or familiar form
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of a given name by which the candidate is known or an initial
of a piven name, must include with the application 50
affidavits, each:

(1) _signed by a person eligible to vote in the election for
which the candidate is applying: and

(2) stating that the candidate is known to the person signing
the affidavit by the name under which the candidate is
(D) A person who gives false information in order to acquire
the affidavits required by Subsection () or who induces a
person to sign a false affidavit submitted under Subsection
(e) is liable to the state for a civil penalty in an amount not
to exceed $10,000. A suit brought under this subsection shall
be advanced for trial and determined as expeditiously as

possible. No postponement or continuance shall be granted
except for reasons considered imperative by the court.

[FA18]
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 87TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

Revision 1
May 29, 2021

TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB7, Conference Committee
Report : a negative impact of ($35,896,476) through the biennium ending August 31, 2023.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five- Year Impact:

Fiscal Probable Net Positil\;e!(Negalive) Impact

Year General Revenue Related Funds

2022 (835,211,159

2023 ($685,317)

2024 (5685.745)

2025 ($686,181)

2026 ($686,626)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:
Fiscal Probable (Cost) from
Year General Revenue Fund Change in Number of State
1 Employees from FY 2021

2022 (835.211.139) 920
2023 ($685.317) 9.0
2024 (8685,745) 9.0
2025 (5686.181) 9.0
2026 ($686,626) 9.0

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend various codes as they relate to election integrity and the prevention of fraud in the
conduct of an election. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based on the
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specific circumstances of the offense.

The bill would impose certain limits on polling place procedures and prohibit the use of direct recording
electronic machines unless the system contains an auditable voting system. The bill would allow certain entities
to seek reimbursement of the costs of retrofitting or replacing non-auditable voting systems.

This bill would require the Secretary of State (SOS) to maintain a publicly accessible database containing
certain specified election information. Local election authorities would be required to provide the required
information to the SOS in an electronic format prescribed by the agency. The bill would also require the SOS
to maintain a database containing certain specified information about each office holder of, and candidate for,
any elected office in the State.

The bill would require the SOS to audit voter roll maintenance activities conducted at the county level and
would direct the agency to correct identified violations.

The bill would provide for civil penalties for certain election violations.

Methodology

Praovisions of the Bill Related to Voting Machine Reimbursement

The SOS assumes that 47 counties that have purchased direct-recording electronic voting systems would be
subject to reimbursement under the provisions of the bill. In counties using these systems, 9,492 voting
machines would have to be retrofitted at a total cost of $21,635,000. Another 628 machines would have to be

replaced at a total cost of $2,584,100. The total cost for replacement or retrofitting of these machines would
be $24,219,100.

In addition to upgrading or replacing voting machines, counties would also be able to seek reimbursement for
tabulation machines compliant with the upgraded systems. At least one scanning device would be required for
each polling place. The SOS assumes that there would be one polling place for each of 1,425 precincts. In
addition, scanners would also be required for an estimated 220 early voting locations. At a list cost of
approximately $6,100 per scanner, the SOS estimates these reimbursements would result in an additional
potential reimbursement to counties of $10,028,400.

Provisions of the Bill Related to an Election Information Database and Auditing Voter Rolls

The bill would require the SOS to collect information from approximately 1,400 school districts, over 1,200
cities, and more than 5,000 water districts as well as an unknown number of library districts, hospital districts,
special utility districts, and various other special purpose districts. The SOS does not currently have an
inventory of these districts nor a way of monitoring them to maintain a list of current entities.

The SOS anticipates that it would require six additional Program Specialist | FTEs in the Elections Division to
assist local election officials with submitting the specified information, supplying technical assistance, and
providing training about the new reporting process.

The SOS estimates it would require 3 additional Program Specialist 11 FTESs to monitor county voter

registration numbers on a continual basis as well as to establish and to implement a training program for
counties in need of remediation.

The SOS estimates that the total salaries for these nine new positions would be $405,000 per fiscal year with an
additional $137,781 in related benefits.

Other Provisions of the Bill

According to the Office of the Attorney General, the bill could result in an increase in cases; however, the

agency assumes that any legal work resulting from the passage of this bill could be reasonably absorbed with
current resources.

According to the Office of Court Administration, although the bill would add new felony-level offenses, any

additional case volume driven by the bill should be absorbed by existing resources and no significant fiscal
impact is anticipated.
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According to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, the fiscal impact on the state cannot be estimated.

This analysis assumes implementing the provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions for criminal offenses
would not result in a significant impact on state correctional agencies.

Technology

The SOS estimates that complying with the requirements of the bill would require 1,894 hours for
configuration, implementation and testing of changes in Texas Elections Administration Management (TEAM)
system. The agency assumes a contractor cost of $132 per hour and estimates the total cost of these
modifications would be $250,000. The SOS also indicates there would be an increase in bandwidth and storage
costs of $10,000 per month for the new database and this would also represent an increase in operational cosis
for the TEAM system in subsequent years.

Additional technology costs associated with the total additional 9 FTEs would be required to support hardware
and software costs. There would be an initial cost of $40,878 in fiscal year 2022 with an recurring cost of
$22.536 beginning in fiscal year 2023 that would increase with inflation.

Increased processing costs for reimbursements related to voting machines would be $10,000.
Local Government Impact

The fiscal impact on local jurisdictions of provisions of the legislation related to changes in voting procedures
cannot be estimated at this time.

According to the SOS, in addition to reimbursable equipment costs, counties would also have to secure
additional software updates, perform acceptance testing of new equipment, and receive training from the vendor
on the new equipment. The agency estimates the average cost to the counties for the additional training would
be approximately $4,000 for a week of on-site training.

According to Hidalgo County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $4.0 million for 1,419 conversions and 250 scanning machines. Of this amount, $48,515 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Brazos County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $1.7 million for 480 conversions and 60 scanning machines, Of this amount, $15,728 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Randall County, it would cost the county $750,000 to retrofit the current system to a system that
could provide a paper audit trail. The county also adds that the current system was purchased in 2017,

According to Brazoria County, the cost to retrofit the current system would be $2.6 million.

According to El Paso County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be between $400,000 to
$600,000 per election.

According to Chambers County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the biil would be approximately $1.1
million.

According to Fort Bend County, the cost to the county would range from $246,000 to $350,000 per year.

The bill creates or expands a Class A misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $4,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed one year, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.
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The bill creates or expands a Class B misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $2,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.

Source Agencies: 2i2 Office of Court Admin, 302 Office of the Attorney General, 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts,
307 Secretary of State, 356 Texas Ethics Commission, 403 Veterans Commission

LBB Staff: JMc, CMA, GP, LBO, LCO, SLE, LM, MP, AF, SMAT
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 87TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
Revision 1

May 29, 2021

TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB7, Conference Committee
Report : a negative impact of ($35,896,476) through the biennium ending August 31, 2023.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five- Year Impact:

Fiscal Probable Net I'osititvoel(Negnlive) Impact

= General Revenue Related Funds

2022 ($35.281,159)

2023 ($685317)

2024 (3685.745)

2025 ($686.181)

2026 ($686.626)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:
Fiscal Probable (Cost) from
Year General Revenue Fund Change in Number of State
1 Emplovees from FY 2021

2022 ($35.211.159) 9.0
2023 (5685317) 9.0
2024 ($685,745) 9.0
2025 ($686,181) 9.0
2026 ($686,626) 920

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend various codes as they relate to election integrity and the prevention of fraud in the
conduct of an election. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based on the
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specific circumstances of the offense.

The bill would impose certain limits on polling place procedures and prohibit the use of direct recording
electronic machines unless the system contains an auditable voting system. The bill would ailow certain entities
to seek reimbursement of the costs of retrofitting or replacing non-auditable voting systems.

This bill would require the Secretary of State (SOS) to maintain a publicly accessible database containing
certain specified election information. Local election authorities would be required to provide the required
information to the SOS in an electronic format prescribed by the agency. The bill would also require the SOS
to maintain a database containing certain specified information about each office holder of, and candidate for,
any elected office in the State.

The bill would require the SOS to audit voter roll maintenance activities conducted at the county level and
would direct the agency to correct identified violations.

The bill would provide for civil penalties for certain election violations.
Methodology

Provisions of the Bill Related to Voting Machine Reimbursement

The SOS assumes that 47 counties that have purchased direct-recording electronic voting systems would be
subject to reimbursement under the provisions of the bill. In counties using these systems, 9,492 voting
machines would have to be retrofitted at a total cost of $21,635,000. Another 628 machines would have to be

replaced at a total cost of $2,584,100. The total cost for replacement or retrofitting of these machines would
be $24,219,100.

In addition to upgrading or replacing voting machines, counties would also be able to seek reimbursement for
tabulation machines compliant with the upgraded systems. At least one scanning device would be required for
each poliing place. The SOS assumes that there would be one polling place for each of 1,425 precincts. In
addition, scanners would also be required for an estimated 220 early voting locations. At a list cost of
approximately $6,100 per scanner, the SOS estimates these reimbursements would result in an additional
potential reimbursement to counties of $10,028,400.

Provisions of the Bill Related to an Election Information Database and Auditing Voter Rolls

The bill would require the SOS to collect information from approximately 1,400 school districts. over 1,200
cities, and more than 5,000 water districts as well as an unknown number of library districts, hospital districts,
special utility districts, and various other special purpose districts. The SOS does not currently have an
inventory of these districts nor a way of monitoring them to maintain a list of current entities.

The SOS anticipates that it would require six additional Program Specialist 1 FTEs in the Elections Division to
assist local election officials with submitting the specified information, supplying technical assistance, and
providing training about the new reporting process.

The SOS estimates it would require 3 additional Program Specialist 11 FTEs to monitor county voter
registration numbers on a continual basis as well as to establish and to implement a training program for
counties in need of remediation.

The SOS estimates that the total salaries for these nine new positions would be $405,000 per fiscal year with an
additional $137,781 in related benefits.

Other Provisions of the Bill

According to the Office of the Attorney General, the bill could result in an increase in cases; however, the

agency assumes that any legal work resulting from the passage of this bill could be reasonably absorbed with
current resources.

According to the Office of Court Administration, although the bill would add new felony-level offenses, any

additional case volume driven by the bill should be absorbed by existing resources and no significant fiscal
impact is anticipated.
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According to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, the fiscal impact on the state cannot be estimated.

This analysis assumes implementing the provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions for criminal offenses
would not result in a significant impact on state correctional agencies.

Technology

The SOS estimates that complying with the requirements of the bill would require !,894 hours for
configuration, implementation and testing of changes in Texas Elections Administration Management (TEAM)
system. The agency assumes a contractor cost of $132 per hour and estimates the total cost of these
modifications would be $250,000. The SOS also indicates there would be an increase in bandwidth and storage
costs of $10,000 per month for the new database and this would also represent an increase in operational costs
for the TEAM system in subsequent years.

Additional technology costs associated with the total additional 9 FTEs would be required to support hardware
and software costs. There would be an initial cost of $40,878 in fiscal year 2022 with an recurring cost of
$22.536 beginning in fiscal year 2023 that would increase with inflation.

Increased processing costs for reimbursements related to voting machines would be $10,000.
Local Government Impact

The fiscal impact on local jurisdictions of provisions of the legislation related to changes in voting procedures
cannot be estimated at this time.

According to the SOS, in addition to reimbursable equipment costs, counties would also have to secure
additional software updates, perform acceptance testing of new equipment, and receive training from the vendor
on the new equipment. The agency estimates the average cost to the counties for the additional training would
be approximately $4,000 for a week of on-site training.

According to Hidalgo County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $4.0 million for 1,419 conversions and 250 scanning machines. Of this amount, $48,515 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Brazos County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $1.7 million for 480 conversions and 60 scanning machines. Of this amount, $15,728 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Randall County, it would cost the county $750,000 to retrofit the current system to a system that
could provide a paper audit trail. The county also adds that the current system was purchased in 2017.

According to Brazoria County, the cost to retrofit the current system would be $2.6 million.

According to El Paso County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be between $400,000 to
$600,000 per election.

According to Chambers County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be approximately $1.1
million.

According to Fort Bend County, the cost to the county would range from $246,000 to $350,000 per year.

The bill creates or expands a Class A misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $4,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed one year, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution

and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.
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The bill creates or expands a Class B misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $2,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Admin, 302 Office of the Attomney General, 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts,
307 Secretary of State, 356 Texas Ethics Commission, 403 Veterans Commission

LBB Staff: JMc, CMA, GP, LBO, LCO, SLE, LM, MP, AF, SMAT
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 87TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

Revision 1
May 29, 2021

TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penaities.), Conference Committee Report

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB7, Conference Committee
Report : a negative impact of ($35,896,476) through the biennium ending August 31, 2023.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill..

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five- Year Impact:

Fiscal Probable Net Positi::]d(Negaﬁve) Impact
L General Revenue Related Funds
2022 ($35.211.159)

2023 ($685,317)
2024 ($685,745)
2025 (5686.181)
2026 ($686,626)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Fiscal Probable (Cost) from
Year General Revenue Fund Change in Number of Siate
| Employees from FY 2021
2022 ($35.211.159) 920
2023 (5685317} 2.0
2024 ($685,745) 9.0
2025 (5686,181) 9.0
2026 ($686,626) 9.0

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend various codes as they relate to election integrity and the prevention of fraud in the
conduct of an election. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based on the
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specific circumstances of the offense.

The bill would impose certain limits on polling place procedures and prohibit the use of direct recording
electronic machines unless the system contains an auditable voting system. The bil} would allow certain entities
to seek reimbursement of the costs of retrofitting or replacing non-auditable voting systems.

This bill would require the Secretary of State (SOS) to maintain a publicly accessible database containing
certain specified election information. Local election authorities would be required to provide the required
information to the SOS in an electronic format prescribed by the agency. The bill would also require the SOS
to maintain a database containing certain specified information about each office holder of, and candidate for,
any elected office in the State.

The bill would require the SOS to audit voter roll maintenance activities conducted at the county level and
would direct the agency to correct identified violations.

The bill would provide for civil penalties for certain election violations.
Methodology

Provisions of the Bill Related to Voting Machine Reimbursement

The SOS assumes that 47 counties that have purchased direct-recording electronic voting systems would be
subject to reimbursement under the provisions of the bill. In counties using these systems, 9,492 voting
machines would have to be retrofitted at a total cost of $21,635,000. Another 628 machines would have to be

replaced at a total cost of $2,584,100. The total cost for replacement or retrofitting of these machines would
be $24,219,100.

In addition to upgrading or replacing voting machines, counties wou!d also be able to seek reimbursement for
tabulation machines compliant with the upgraded systems. At least one scanning device would be required for
each polling place. The SOS assumes that there would be one polling place for each of 1,425 precincts. In
addition, scanners would also be required for an estimated 220 early voting locations. At a list cost of
approximately $6,100 per scanner, the SOS estimates these reimbursements would result in an additional
potential reimbursement to counties of $10,028,400.

Provisions of the Bill Related to an Election Information Database and Auditing Voter Rolls

The bill would require the SOS to collect information from approximately 1,400 school districts, over 1,200
cities, and more than 5,000 water districts as well as an unknown number of library districts, hospital districts,
special utility districts, and various other special purpose districts. The SOS does not currently have an
inventory of these districts nor a way of monitoring them to maintain a list of current entities.

The SOS anticipates that it would require six additional Program Specialist 1 FTEs in the Elections Division to
assist local election officials with submitting the specified information, supplying technical assistance, and
providing training about the new reporting process.

The SOS estimates it would require 3 additional Program Specialist 11 FTEs to monitor county voter
registration numbers on a continual basis as well as to establish and to implement a training program for
counties in need of remediation.

The SOS estimates that the total salaries for these nine new positions would be $405,000 per fiscal year with an
additional $137,781 in related benefits.

Other Provisions of the Bill

According to the Office of the Attorney General, the bill could result in an increase in cases; however, the

agency assumes that any legal work resulting from the passage of this bill could be reasonably absorbed with
current resources.

According to the Office of Court Administration, although the bill would add new felony-level offenses, any

additional case volume driven by the bill should be absorbed by existing resources and no significant fiscal
impact is anticipated.
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According to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, the fiscal impact on the state cannot be estimated.

This analysis assumes implementing the provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions for criminal offenses
would not result in a significant impact on state correctional agencies.

Technology

The SOS estimates that complying with the requirements of the bill would require 1,894 hours for
configuration, implementation and testing of changes in Texas Elections Administration Management (TEAM)
system. The agency assumes a contractor cost of $132 per hour and estimates the total cost of these
modifications would be $250,000. The SOS also indicates there would be an increase in bandwidth and storage
costs of $10,000 per month for the new database and this would aiso represent an increase in operational costs
for the TEAM system in subsequent years.

Additional technology costs associated with the total additional 9 FTEs would be required to support hardware
and software costs. There would be an initial cost of $40,878 in fiscal year 2022 with an recurring cost of
$22.536 beginning in fiscal year 2023 that would increase with inflation.

Increased processing costs for reimbursements related to voting machines would be $10,000.
Local Government Impact

The fiscal impact on local jurisdictions of provisions of the legislation related to changes in voting procedures
cannot be estimated at this time.

According to the SOS, in addition to reimbursable equipment costs, counties would also have to secure
additional software updates, perform acceptance testing of new equipment, and receive training from the vendor
on the new equipment. The agency estimates the average cost to the counties for the additional training would
be approximately $4,000 for a week of on-site training.

According to Hidalgo County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bi!l would be $4.0 million for 1,419 conversions and 250 scanning machines. Of this amount, $48,515 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Brazos County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $1.7 million for 480 conversions and 60 scanning machines. Of this amount, $15,728 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Randall County, it would cost the county $750,000 to retrofit the current system to a system that
could provide a paper audit trail. The county also adds that the current system was purchased in 2017.

According to Brazoria County, the cost to retrofit the current system would be $2.6 million.

According to El Paso County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be between $400,000 to
$600,000 per election.

According to Chambers County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be approximately $1.1
million.

According to Fort Bend County, the cost to the county would range from $246,000 to $350,000 per year,

The bill creates or expands a Class A misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $4,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed one year, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.
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The bill creates or expands a Class B misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $2,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Admin, 302 Office of the Attomey General, 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts,
307 Secretary of State, 356 Texas Ethics Commission, 403 Veterans Commission

LBB Staff: JMc, CMA, GP, LBO, LCQ, SLE, LM, MP, AF, SMAT
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 87TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
Revision 1

May 29, 2021

TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB7, Conference Committee
Report : a negative impact of ($35,896,476) through the biennium ending August 31, 2023.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five- Year Impact:

Fiscal Probable Net I'nsili‘\.']d(Negative) Impact

Year General Revenue Related Funds

2022 (535,211,159

2023 ($685,317)

2024 ($685.745)

2025 ($686.181)

2026 ($686,626)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:
Fiscal Probable (Cost} from
Year General Revenue Fund Charige in Number of State
1 Employees from FY 2021

2022 ($35.211,159) 9.0
2023 (5685.317) 9.0
2024 ($685,745) 9.0
2025 (5686,181) 90
2026 ($686,626) 920

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend various codes as they relate to election integrity and the prevention of fraud in the
conduct of an election. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based on the
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specific circumstances of the offense.

The bill would impose certain limits on polling place procedures and prohibit the use of direct recording
electronic machines unless the system contains an auditable voting system. The bill would allow certain entities
to seek reimbursement of the costs of retrofitting or replacing non-auditable voting systems.

This bill would require the Secretary of State (SOS) to maintain a publicly accessible database containing
certain specified election information. Local election authorities would be required to provide the required
information to the SOS in an electronic format prescribed by the agency. The bill would also require the SOS
to maintain a database containing certain specified information about each office holder of, and candidate for,
any elected office in the State.

The bill would require the SOS to audit voter roll maintenance activities conducted at the county level and
would direct the agency to correct identified violations.

The bill would provide for civil penalties for certain election violations.

Methodology

Provisions of the Bill Related to Voting Machine Reimbursement

The SOS assumes that 47 counties that have purchased direct-recording electronic voting systems would be
subject to reimbursement under the provisions of the bill. In counties using these systems, 9,492 voting
machines would have to be retrofitted at a total cost of $21,635,000. Another 628 machines would have to be

replaced at a total cost of $2,584,100. The total cost for replacement or retrofitting of these machines would
be $24,219,100.

In addition to upgrading or replacing voting machines, counties would also be able to seek reimbursement for
tabulation machines compliant with the upgraded systems. At least one scanning device would be required for
each polling place. The SOS assumes that there would be one polling place for each of 1,425 precincts. In
addition, scanners would also be required for an estimated 220 early voting locations. At a list cost of
approximately $6,100 per scanner, the SOS estimates these reimbursements would result in an additional
potential reimbursement to counties of $10,028,400.

Provisions of the Bill Related to an Election Information Database and Auditing Voter Rolls

The bill would require the SOS to collect information from approximately 1,400 school districts. over 1,200
cities, and more than 5,000 water districts as well as an unknown number of library districts, hospital districts,
specia! utility districts, and various other special purpose districts. The SOS does not currentiy have an
inventory of these districts nor a way of monitoring them to maintain a list of current entities.

The SOS anticipates that it would require six additional Program Specialist | FTEs in the Elections Division to
assist local election officiais with submitting the specified information, supplying technical assistance, and
providing training about the new reporting process.

The SOS estimates it would require 3 additional Program Specialist 1 FTEs to monitor county voter
registration numbers on a continual basis as well as to establish and to implement a training program for
counties in need of remediation.

The SOS estimates that the total salaries for these nine new positions would be $405,000 per fiscal year with an
additional $137,781 in related benefits.

Other Provisions of the Bill

According to the Office of the Attorney General, the bill could result in an increase in cases; however, the

agency assumes that any legal work resulting from the passage of this bill could be reasonably absorbed with
current resources.

According to the Office of Court Administration, although the bill would add new felony-level offenses, any

additional case volume driven by the bill should be absorbed by existing resources and no significant fiscal
impact is anticipated.
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According to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, the fiscal impact on the state cannot be estimated.

This analysis assumes implementing the provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions for criminal offenses
would not result in a significant impact on state correctional agencies.

Technology

The SOS estimates that complying with the requirements of the biil would require 1,894 hours for
configuration, implementation and testing of changes in Texas Elections Administration Management (TEAM)
system. The agency assumes a contractor cost of $132 per hour and estimates the total cost of these
modifications would be $250,000. The SOS also indicates there would be an increase in bandwidth and storage
costs of $10,000 per month for the new database and this would also represent an increase in operational costs
for the TEAM system in subsequent years.

Additional technology costs associated with the total additional 9 FTEs would be required to support hardware
and software costs. There would be an initial cost of $40,878 in fiscal year 2022 with an recurring cost of
$22.536 beginning in fiscal year 2023 that would increase with inflation.

Increased processing costs for reimbursements related to voting machines would be $10,000.

Local Government Impact

The fiscal impact on local jurisdictions of provisions of the legislation related to changes in voting procedures
cannot be estimated at this time.

According to the SOS, in addition to reimbursable equipment costs, counties would also have to secure
additional software updates, perform acceptance testing of new equipment, and receive training from the vendor
on the new equipment. The agency estimates the average cost to the counties for the additional training would
be approximately $4,000 for a week of on-site training.

According to Hidalgo County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $4.0 million for 1,419 conversions and 250 scanning machines. Of this amount, $48,515 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Brazos County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $1.7 million for 480 conversions and 60 scanning machines. Of this amount, $15,728 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Randall County, it would cost the county $750,000 to retrofit the current system to a system that
could provide a paper audit trail. The county also adds that the current system was purchased in 2017.

According to Brazoria County, the cost to retrofit the current system would be $2.6 million.

According to El Paso County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be between $400,000 to
$600,000 per election.

According to Chambers County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be approximately $1.1
million.

According to Fort Bend County, the cost to the county would range from $246,000 to $350,000 per year.

The bill creates or expands a Class A misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $4,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed one year, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.
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The bill creates or expands a Class B misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $2,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
coliected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Admin, 302 Office of the Attorney General, 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts,
307 Secretary of State, 356 Texas Ethics Commission, 403 Veterans Commission

LBB Staff: JMc, CMA, GP, LBO, LCQ, SLE, LM, MP, AF, SMAT
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 87TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
Revision 1

May 29, 2021

TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB7, Conference Committee
Report : a negative impact of ($35,896,476) through the biennium ending August 31, 2023.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five- Year Impact:

Fiscal Probable Net Positi::]d(Negnlive) Impact

Year General Revenue Related Funds

2022 (535.211,159)

200 ($685,317)

2024 (5685,745)

2025 (5686.181)

2026 {$686,626)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:
Fiscal Probable {Cost) from
Year General Revenue Fund Change in Number of State
1 Employees from FY 2021

2022 ($35.211.159) 920
2023 ($685317) 9.0
2024 (5685,745) 2.0
2025 ($686,181) 9.0
2026 ($686.626) 90

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend various codes as they relate to election integrity and the prevention of fraud in the
conduct of an election. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based on the
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specific circumstances of the offense.

The bil! would impose certain limits on polling place procedures and prohibit the use of direct recording
electronic machines unless the system contains an auditable voting system. The bill would allow certain entities
to seek reimbursement of the costs of retrofitting or replacing non-auditable voting systems.

This bill would require the Secretary of State (SOS) to maintain a publicly accessible database containing
certain specified election information. Local election authorities would be required to provide the required
information to the SOS in an electronic format prescribed by the agency. The bill would also require the SOS
to maintain a database containing certain specified information about each office holder of, and candidate for,
any clected office in the State.

The bill would require the SOS to audit voter roll maintenance activities conducted at the county level and
would direct the agency to correct identified violations.

The bill would provide for civil penalties for certain election violations.

Methodology

Provisions of the Bill Related to Voting Machine Reimbursement

The SOS assumes that 47 counties that have purchased direct-recording electronic voting systems would be
subject to reimbursement under the provisions of the bill. In counties using these systems, 9,492 voting
machines would have to be retrofitted at a total cost of $21,635,000. Another 628 machines would have to be

replaced at a total cost of $2,584,100. The total cost for replacement or retrofitting of these machines would
be $24,219,100.

In addition to upgrading or replacing voting machines, counties would also be able to seek reimbursement for
tabulation machines compliant with the upgraded systems. At least one scanning device would be required for
each polling place. The SOS assumes that there would be one polling place for each of 1,425 precincts. In
addition, scanners would also be required for an estimated 220 early voting locations. At a list cost of
approximately $6,100 per scanner, the SOS estimates these reimbursements would result in an additional
potential reimbursement to counties of $10,028,400.

Provisions of the Bill Related to an Election Information Database and Auditing Voter Rolls

The bill would require the SOS to collect information from approximately 1,400 school districts. over 1,200
cities, and more than 5,000 water districts as well as an unknown number of library districts, hospital districts,
special utility districts, and various other special purpose districts. The SOS does not currently have an
inventory of these districts nor a way of monitoring them to maintain a list of current entities.

The SOS anticipates that it would require six additional Program Specialist I FTEs in the Elections Division to
assist local election officials with submitting the specified information, supplying technical assistance, and
providing training about the new reporting process.

The SOS estimates it would require 3 additional Program Specialist [ FTEs to monitor county voter
registration numbers on a continual basis as well as to establish and to implement a training program for
counties in need of remediation.

The SOS estimates that the total salaries for these nine new positions would be $405,000 per fiscal year with an
additional $137,781 in related benefits.

Other Provisions of the Bill
According to the Office of the Attorney General, the bill could result in an increase in cases; however, the

agency assumes that any legal work resulting from the passage of this bill could be reasonably absorbed with
current resources.

According to the Office of Court Administration, although the bill would add new felony-level offenses, any

additional case volume driven by the bill should be absorbed by existing resources and no significant fiscal
impact is anticipated.
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According to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, the fiscal impact on the state cannot be estimated.

This analysis assumes implementing the provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions for criminal offenses
would not result in a significant impact on state correctional agencies.

Technology

The SOS estimates that complying with the requirements of the bill would require 1,894 hours for
configuration, implementation and testing of changes in Texas Elections Administration Management (TEAM)
system. The agency assumes a contractor cost of $132 per hour and estimates the total cost of these
maodifications would be $250,000. The SOS also indicates there would be an increase in bandwidth and storage
costs of $10,000 per month for the new database and this would also represent an increase in operational costs
for the TEAM system in subsequent years.

Additional technology costs associated with the total additional 9 FTEs would be required to support hardware
and software costs. There would be an initial cost of $40,878 in fiscal year 2022 with an recurring cost of
$22.536 beginning in fiscal year 2023 that would increase with inflation.

Increased processing costs for reimbursements related to voting machines would be $10,000.

Local Government Impact

The fiscal impact on local jurisdictions of provisions of the legislation related to changes in voting procedures
cannot be estimated at this time.

According to the SOS, in addition to reimbursable equipment costs, counties would also have to secure
additional software updates, perform acceptance testing of new equipment, and receive training from the vendor
on the new equipment. The agency estimates the average cost to the counties for the additional training would
be approximately $4,000 for a week of on-site training.

According to Hidalgo County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $4.0 million for 1,419 conversions and 250 scanning machines. Of this amount, $48,515 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Brazos County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $1.7 million for 480 conversions and 60 scanning machines. Of this amount, §15,728 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Randall County, it would cost the county $750,000 to retrofit the current system to a system that
could provide a paper audit trail. The county also adds that the current system was purchased in 2017.

According to Brazoria County, the cost to retrofit the current system would be $2.6 million.

According to El Paso County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be between $400,000 to
$600,000 per election.

According to Chambers County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be approximately $1.1
million.

According to Fort Bend County, the cost to the county would range from $246,000 to $350,000 per year.

The bill creates or expands a Class A misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $4,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed one year, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.
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The bill creates or expands a Class B misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $2,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Admin, 302 Office of the Attomey General, 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts,
307 Secretary of State, 356 Texas Ethics Commission, 403 Veterans Commission

LBB Staff: JMc, CMA, GP, LBO, LCQO, SLE, LM, MP, AF, SMAT
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 87TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
Revision 1

May 29, 2021

TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB7, Conference Committee
Report : a negative impact of ($35,896,476) through the biennium ending August 31, 2023.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five- Year Impact:

Fiscal Probabfe Net Posilil\"]el(Negative) Impact

LG General Revenue Related Funds

2022 ($35.211,159

2023 (5685317}

204 ($685.745)

2025 ($686.181)

2026 ($686.626)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:
Fiscal I'robable {(Cost) from
Year General Revenue Fund Change in Number of State
1 Employees from FY 2021

202 ($35.211,159) 9.0
2023 ($685.317) 9.0
2024 {$685,745) 9.0
2025 ($686,181) 9.0
2026 ($686,626) 9.0

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend various codes as they relate to election integrity and the prevention of fraud in the
conduct of an election. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based on the
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specific circumstances of the offense.

The bill would impose certain limits on polling place procedures and prohibit the use of direct recording
electronic machines unless the system contains an auditable voting system. The bill would allow certain entities
to seek reimbursement of the costs of retrofitting or replacing non-auditable voting systems.

This bill would require the Secretary of State (SOS) to maintain a publicly accessible database containing
certain specified election information. Local election authorities would be required to provide the required
information to the SOS in an electronic format prescribed by the agency. The bill would also require the SOS
to maintain a database containing certain specified information about each office holder of, and candidate for,
any elected office in the State.

The bill would require the SOS to audit voter roll maintenance activities conducted at the county level and
would direct the agency to correct identified violations.

The bill would provide for civil penalties for certain election violations.

Methodology

Provisions of the Bill Related to Voting Machine Reimbursement

The SOS assumes that 47 counties that have purchased direct-recording electronic voting systems would be
subject to reimbursement under the provisions of the bill. In counties using these systems, 9,492 voting
machines would have to be retrofitted at a total cost of $21,635,000. Another 628 machines would have to be

replaced at a total cost of $2,584,100. The total cost for replacement or retrofitting of these machines would
be $24,219,100.

In addition to upgrading or replacing voting machines, counties would also be able to seek reimbursement for
tabulation machines compliant with the upgraded systems. At least one scanning device would be required for
each polling place. The SOS assumes that there would be one polling place for each of 1,425 precincts. In
addition, scanners would also be required for an estimated 220 early voting locations. At a list cost of
approximately $6,100 per scanner, the SOS estimates these reimbursements would result in an additional
potential reimbursement to counties of $10,028,400.

Provisions of the Bill Related to an Election Information Database and Auditing Voter Rolls

The bill would require the SOS to collect information from approximately 1,400 school districts, over 1,200
cities, and more than 5,000 water districts as well as an unknown number of library districts, hospital districts,
special utility districts, and various other special purpose districts. The SOS does not currently have an
inventory of these districts nor a way of monitoring them to maintain a list of current entities.

The SOS anticipates that it would require six additional Program Specialist [ FTEs in the Elections Division to
assist local election officials with submitting the specified information, supplying technical assistance, and
providing training about the new reporting process.

The SOS estimates it would require 3 additional Program Specialist [1 FTEs to monitor county voter
registration numbers on a continual basis as well as to establish and to implement a training program for
counties in need of remediation.

The SOS estimates that the total salaries for these nine new positions would be $405,000 per fiscal year with an
additional $137,781 in related benefits.

Other Provisions of the Bill

According to the Office of the Attorney General, the bill could result in an increase in cases; however, the

agency assumes that any legal work resulting from the passage of this bill could be reasonably absorbed with
current resources.

According to the Office of Court Administration, although the bill would add new felony-level offenses, any

additional case volume driven by the bill should be absorbed by existing resources and no significant fiscal
impact is anticipated.
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According to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, the fiscal impact on the state cannot be estimated.

This analysis assumes implementing the provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions for criminal offenses
would not result in a significant impact on state correctional agencies.

Technology

The SOS estimates that complying with the requirements of the bill would require 1,894 hours for
configuration, implementation and testing of changes in Texas Elections Administration Management (TEAM)
system. The agency assumes a contractor cost of $132 per hour and estimates the total cost of these
modifications would be $250,000. The SOS also indicates there would be an increase in bandwidth and storage
costs of $10,000 per month for the new database and this would also represent an increase in operational costs
for the TEAM system in subsequent years.

Additional technology costs associated with the total additional 9 FTEs would be required to support hardware
and software costs. There would be an initial cost of $40,878 in fiscal year 2022 with an recurring cost of
$22.536 beginning in fiscal year 2023 that would increase with inflation.

Increased processing costs for reimbursements related to voting machines would be $10,000.
Local Government Impact

The fiscal impact on local jurisdictions of provisions of the legislation related to changes in voting procedures
cannot be estimated at this time.

According to the SOS, in addition to reimbursable equipment costs, counties would also have to secure
additional software updates, perform acceptance testing of new equipment, and receive training from the vendor
on the new equipment. The agency estimates the average cost to the counties for the additional training would
be approximately $4,000 for a week of on-site training.

According to Hidalgo County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $4.0 million for 1,419 conversions and 250 scanning machines. Of this amount, $48,515 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Brazos County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $1.7 million for 480 conversions and 60 scanning machines. Of this amount, $15,728 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Randall County, it would cost the county $750,000 to retrofit the current system to a system that
could provide a paper audit trail. The county also adds that the current system was purchased in 2017.

According to Brazoria County, the cost to retrofit the current system would be $2.6 million.

According to El Paso County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be between $400,000 to
$600,000 per election.

According to Chambers County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be approximately $1.1
million.

According to Fort Bend County, the cost to the county would range from $246,000 to $350,000 per year.

The bill creates or expands a Class A misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $4,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed one year, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.

Page 3 of 4



The bill creates or expands a Class B misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $2,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Admin, 302 Office of the Attomney General, 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts,
307 Secretary of State, 356 Texas Ethics Commission, 403 Veterans Commiission

LBB Staff: JMc, CMA, GP, LBO, LCO, SLE, LM, MP, AF, SMAT
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 87TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

Revision 1

May 29, 2021

TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB7, Conference Committee
Report : a negative impact of ($35,896,476) through the biennium ending August 31, 2023.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five- Year Impact:

Fiscal Probable Net Pnsili::]d(Negalive) Impact

Year General Revenue Related Funds

2022 ($35.211,159)

2023 (5685,317)

2024 (3685,745)

2025 ($686,181)

2026 (5686,626)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:
Fiscal Probable {Cost) from
Year General Revenue Fund Change in Number of State
1 Employees from FY 2021

2022 ($35.211,159) 90
2023 ($685.317) 9.0
2024 ($685,745) 9.0
2025 ($686,181) 9.0
2026 (5686,626) 9.0

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend various codes as they relate to election integrity and the prevention of fraud in the
conduct of an election. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based on the
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specific circumstances of the offense.

The bill would impose certain limits on polling place procedures and prohibit the use of direct recording
electronic machines unless the system contains an auditable voting system. The bill would allow certain entities
to seek reimbursement of the costs of retrofitting or replacing non-auditable voting systems.

This bill would require the Secretary of State (SOS) to maintain a publicly accessible database containing
certain specified election information. Local election authorities would be required to provide the required
information to the SOS in an electronic format prescribed by the agency. The bill would also require the SOS
to maintain a database containing certain specified information about each office holder of, and candidate for,
any elected office in the State.

The bill would require the SOS to audit voter roll maintenance activities conducted at the county level and
would direct the agency to correct identified violations.

The bill would provide for civil penalties for certain election violations.

Methodology

Provisions of the Bill Related to Voting Machine Reimbursement

The SOS assumes that 47 counties that have purchased direct-recording electronic voting systems would be
subject to reimbursement under the provisions of the bill. In counties using these systems, 9,492 voting
machines would have to be retrofitted at a total cost of $21,635,000. Another 628 machines would have to be

replaced at a total cost of $2,584,100. The total cost for replacement or retrofitting of these machines would
be $24,219,100.

In addition to upgrading or replacing voting machines, counties would also be able to seek reimbursement for
tabulation machines compliant with the upgraded systems. At least one scanning device would be required for
each polling place. The SOS assumes that there would be one polling place for each of 1,425 precincts. In
addition, scanners would also be required for an estimated 220 early voting locations. At a list cost of
approximately $6,100 per scanner, the SOS estimates these reimbursements would result in an additional
potential reimbursement to counties of $10,028,400.

Provisions of the Bill Related to an Election Information Database and Auditing Voter Rolls

The bill would require the SOS to collect information from approximately 1,400 school districts, over 1,200
cities, and more than 5,000 water districts as well as an unknown number of library districts, hospital districts,
special utility districts, and various other special purpose districts. The SOS does not currently have an
inventory of these districts nor a way of monitoring them to maintain a list of current entities.

The SOS anticipates that it would require six additional Program Specialist { FTEs in the Elections Division to
assist local election officials with submitting the specified information, supplying technical assistance, and
providing training about the new reporting process.

The SOS estimates it would require 3 additional Program Specialist [ FTEs to monitor county voter
registration numbers on a continual basis as well as to establish and to implement a training program for
counties in need of remediation.

The SOS estimates that the total salaries for these nine new positions would be $405,000 per fiscal year with an
additional $137,781 in related benefits.

Other Provisions of the Bill

According to the Office of the Attorney General, the bill could result in an increase in cases; however, the

agency assumes that any legal work resulting from the passage of this bill could be reasonably absorbed with
current resources.

According to the Office of Court Administration, although the bill would add new felony-level offenses, any

additional case volume driven by the bill should be absorbed by existing resources and no significant fiscal
impact is anticipated.
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According to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, the fiscal impact on the state cannot be estimated.

This analysis assumes implementing the provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions for criminal offenses
would not result in a significant impact on state correctional agencies.

Technology

The SOS estimates that complying with the requirements of the bill would require 1,894 hours for
configuration, implementation and testing of changes in Texas Elections Administration Management (TEAM)
system. The agency assumes a contractor cost of $132 per hour and estimates the total cost of these
modifications would be $250,000. The SOS also indicates there would be an increase in bandwidth and storage
costs of $10,000 per month for the new database and this would also represent an increase in operational costs
for the TEAM system in subsequent years.

Additional technology costs associated with the total additional 9 FTEs would be required to support hardware
and software costs. There would be an initial cost of $40,878 in fiscal year 2022 with an recurring cost of
$22,536 beginning in fiscal year 2023 that would increase with inflation.

Increased processing costs for reimbursements related to voting machines would be $10,000.
Local Government Impact

The fiscal impact on local jurisdictions of provisions of the legislation related to changes in voting procedures
cannot be estimated at this time.

According to the SOS, in addition to reimbursable equipment costs, counties would also have to secure
additional software updates, perform acceptance testing of new equipment, and receive training from the vendor
on the new equipment. The agency estimates the average cost to the counties for the additional training would
be approximately $4,000 for a week of on-site training.

According to Hidalgo County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $4.0 million for 1,419 conversions and 250 scanning machines. Of this amount, $48,515 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Brazos County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $1.7 million for 480 conversions and 60 scanning machines. Of this amount, $15,728 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Randali County, it would cost the county $750,000 to retrofit the current system to a system that
could provide a paper audit trail. The county also adds that the current system was purchased in 2017.

According to Brazoria County, the cost to retrofit the current system would be $2.6 million.

According to El Paso County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be between $400,000 to
$600,000 per election.

According to Chambers County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be approximately $1.1
million.

According to Fort Bend County, the cost to the county would range from $246,000 to $350,000 per year.
The bill creates or expands a Class A misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $4,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed one year, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution

and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.
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The bill creates or expands a Class B misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $2,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Admin, 302 Office of the Attorney General, 304 Comproller of Public Accounts,
307 Secretary of State, 356 Texas Ethics Commission, 403 Veterans Commission

LBB Staff: JMc, CMA, GP, LBO, LCO, SLE, LM, MP, AF, SMAT
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 87TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

Revision 1
May 29, 2021

TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB7, Conference Committee
Report : a negative impact of ($35,896,476) through the biennium ending August 31, 2023.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five- Year Impact:

Fiscal PProbable Net Positi::]el(NegnIive) Impact

= General Revenue Related Funds

2022 ($35.211,159)

2023 (5685,317)

2024 (5685,745)

2025 ($686.181)

2026 ($686,620)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:
Fiscal Probable (Cost) from
Year General Revenue Fund Change in Number of State
1 Emplayees from FY 2021

2022 ($35.211,159) 2.0
2023 ($685.317) 9.0
2024 ($685,745) 9.0
2025 (5686,181) 920
2026 (5686.,626) 2.0

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend various codes as they relate to election integrity and the prevention of fraud in the
conduct of an election. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based on the
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specific circumstances of the offense.

The bill would impose certain limits on polling place procedures and prohibit the use of direct recording
electronic machines unless the system contains an auditable voting system. The bifl would allow certain entities
to seek reimbursement of the costs of retrofitting or replacing non-auditable voting systems.

This bill would require the Secretary of State (SOS) to maintain a publicly accessible database containing
certain specified election information. Local election authorities would be required to provide the required
information to the SOS in an electronic format prescribed by the agency. The bill would also require the SOS
to maintain a database containing certain specified information about each office holder of, and candidate for,
any elected office in the State.

The bill would require the SOS to audit voter roll maintenance activities conducted at the county level and
would direct the agency to correct identified violations.

The bill would provide for civil penalties for certain election violations.

Methodology

Praovisions of the Bill Related to Voting Machine Reimbursement

The SOS assumes that 47 counties that have purchased direct-recording electronic voting systems would be
subject to reimbursement under the provisions of the bill. In counties using these systems, 9,492 voting
machines would have to be retrofitted at a total cost of $21,635,000. Another 628 machines would have to be

replaced at a total cost of $2,584,100. The total cost for replacement or retrofitting of these machines would
be $24,219,100.

In addition to upgrading or replacing voting machines, counties would also be able to seek reimbursement for
tabulation machines compliant with the upgraded systems. At least one scanning device would be required for
each polling place. The SOS assumes that there would be one polling place for each of 1,425 precincts. In
addition, scanners would also be required for an estimated 220 early voting locations. At a list cost of
approximately $6,100 per scanner, the SOS estimates these reimbursements would result in an additional
potential reimbursement to counties of $10,028,400.

Provisions of the Bill Related to an Election Information Database and Auditing Voter Rolls

The bill would require the SOS to collect information from approximately 1,400 school districts. over 1,200
cities, and more than 5,000 water districts as well as an unknown number of library districts, hospital districts.
special utility districts, and various other special purpose districts. The SOS does not currently have an
inventory of these districts nor a way of monitoring them to maintain a list of current entities.

The SOS anticipates that it would require six additional Program Specialist | FTEs in the Elections Division to
assist local election officials with submitting the specified information, supplying technical assistance, and
providing training about the new reporting process.

The SOS estimates it would require 3 additional Program Specialist II FTEs to monitor county voter

registration numbers on a continual basis as well as to establish and to implement a training program for
counties in need of remediation.

The SOS estimates that the total salaries for these nine new positions would be $405,000 per fiscal year with an
additional $137,781 in related benefits.

Other Provisions of the Bill

According to the Office of the Attorney General, the bill could result in an increase in cases; however, the

agency assumes that any legal work resulting from the passage of this bill could be reasonably absorbed with
current resources.

According to the Office of Court Administration, although the bill would add new felony-level offenses, any

additional case volume driven by the bill should be absorbed by existing resources and no significant fiscal
impact is anticipated.
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According to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, the fiscal impact on the state cannot be estimated.

This analysis assumes implementing the provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions for criminal offenses
would not result in a significant impact on state correctional agencies.

Technology

The SOS estimates that complying with the requirements of the bill would require 1,894 hours for
configuration, implementation and testing of changes in Texas Elections Administration Management (TEAM)
system. The agency assumes a contractor cost of $132 per hour and estimates the total cost of these
modifications would be $250,000. The SOS also indicates there would be an increase in bandwidth and storage
costs of $10,000 per month for the new database and this would also represent an increase in operational costs
for the TEAM system in subsequent years.

Additional technology costs associated with the total additional 9 FTEs would be required to support hardware
and software costs. There would be an initial cost of $40,878 in fiscal year 2022 with an recurring cost of
$22.536 beginning in fiscal year 2023 that would increase with inflation.

[ncreased processing costs for reimbursements related to voting machines would be $10,000.
Local Government Impact

The fiscal impact on loca! jurisdictions of provisions of the legislation related to changes in voting procedures
cannot be estimated at this time.

According to the SOS, in addition to reimbursable equipment costs, counties would also have to secure
additional software updates, perform acceptance testing of new equipment, and receive training from the vendor
on the new equipment. The agency estimates the average cost to the counties for the additional training would
be approximately $4,000 for a week of on-site training.

According to Hidalgo County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $4.0 million for 1,419 conversions and 250 scanning machines. Of this amount, $48,515 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Brazos County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $1.7 million for 480 conversions and 60 scanning machines. Of this amount, $15,728 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Randall County, it would cost the county $750,000 to retrofit the current system to a system that
could provide a paper audit trail. The county also adds that the current system was purchased in 2017,

According to Brazoria County, the cost to retrofit the current system would be $2.6 million.

According to El Paso County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be between $400,000 to
$600,000 per election.

According to Chambers County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be approximately $1.1
million.

According to Fort Bend County, the cost to the county would range from $246,000 to $350,000 per year.
The bill creates or expands a Class A misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $4,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed one year, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution

and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.
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The bill creates or expands a Class B misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $2,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Admin, 302 Office of the Attorney General, 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts,
307 Secretary of State, 356 Texas Ethics Commission, 403 Veterans Commission

LBB Staff: JMc, CMA, GP, LBO, LCO, SLE, LM, MP, AF, SMAT

Page 4 of 4



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 87TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

Revision 1
May 29, 2021

TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

Estimated Two-year Net Impact to General Revenue Related Funds for SB7, Conference Committee
Report : a negative impact of ($35,896,476) through the biennium ending August 31, 2023.

The bill would make no appropriation but could provide the legal basis for an appropriation of funds to
implement the provisions of the bill.

General Revenue-Related Funds, Five- Year Impact:

Fiscal Probable Net Pnsiti:)d(Negalive} Impact
- General Revenue Related Funds
2022 ($35.211,159)

2023 (5685,317)
2024 ($635,745)
2025 ($686.181)
2026 (5686,626)

All Funds, Five-Year Impact:

Fiscal Probable (Cost) from
Year General Revenue Fund Change in Number of State
1 Employees from FY 2021
2022 ($35211.159) 90
2023 ($685.317) 9.0
2024 (5685,745) 90
2025 ($686,181) 9.0
2026 ($686,626) 9.0

Fiscal Analysis

The bill would amend various codes as they relate to election integrity and the prevention of fraud in the
conduct of an election. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based on the
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specific circumstances of the offense.

The bil! would impose certain limits on polling place procedures and prohibit the use of direct recording
electronic machines unless the system contains an auditable voting system. The bill would allow certain entities
to seek reimbursement of the costs of retrofitting or replacing non-auditable voting systems.

This biil would require the Secretary of State (SOS) to maintain a publicly accessible database containing
certain specified election information. Local election authorities would be required to provide the required
information to the SOS in an electronic format prescribed by the agency. The bill would also require the SOS
to maintain a database containing certain specified information about each office holder of, and candidate for,
any elected office in the State.

The bill would require the SOS to audit voter roll maintenance activities conducted at the county level and
would direct the agency to correct identified violations.

The bill would provide for civil penalties for certain election violations.

Methodology

Provisions of the Bill Related to Voting Machine Reimbursement

The SOS assumes that 47 counties that have purchased direct-recording electronic voting systems would be
subject to reimbursement under the provisions of the bill. In counties using these systems, 9,492 voting
machines would have to be retrofitted at a total cost of $21,635,000. Another 628 machines would have to be

replaced at a total cost of $2,584,100. The total cost for replacement or retrofitting of these machines would
be $24,219,100.

[n addition to upgrading or replacing voting machines, counties would also be able to seek reimbursement for
tabufation machines compliant with the upgraded systems. At least one scanning device would be required for
each polling place. The SOS assumes that there would be one polling place for each of 1,425 precincts. In
addition, scanners would also be required for an estimated 220 early voting locations. At a list cost of
approximately $6,100 per scanner, the SOS estimates these reimbursements would result in an additional
potential reimbursement to counties of $10,028,400.

Provisions of the Bill Related to an Election Information Database and Auditing Voter Rolls

The bill would require the SOS to collect information from approximately 1,400 school districts. over 1,200
cities, and more than 5,000 water districts as well as an unknown number of library districts, hospital districts,
special utility districts, and various other special purpose districts. The SOS does not currently have an
inventory of these districts nor a way of monitoring them to maintain a list of current entities.

The SOS anticipates that it would require six additional Program Specialist | FTEs in the Elections Division to
assist local election officials with submitting the specified information, supplying technical assistance, and
providing training about the new reporting process.

The SOS estimates it would require 3 additional Program Specialist I FTEs to monitor county voter
registration numbers on a continual basis as well as to establish and to implement a training program for
counties in need of remediation.

The SOS estimates that the total salaries for these nine new positions would be $405,000 per fiscal year with an
additional $137,781 in related benefits.

Other Provisions of the Bill

According to the Office of the Attorney General, the bill could result in an increase in cases; however, the

agency assumes that any legal work resulting from the passage of this bill could be reasonably absorbed with
current resources.

According to the Office of Court Administration, although the bill would add new felony-level offenses, any

additional case volume driven by the bill should be absorbed by existing resources and no significant fiscal
impact is anticipated.
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According to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, the fiscal impact on the state cannot be estimated.

This analysis assumes implementing the provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions for criminal offenses
would not result in a significant impact on state correctional agencies.

Technology

The SOS estimates that complying with the requirements of the bill would require 1,894 hours for
configuration, implementation and testing of changes in Texas Elections Administration Management (TEAM)
system. The agency assumes a contractor cost of $132 per hour and estimates the total cost of these
modifications would be $250,000. The SOS also indicates there would be an increase in bandwidth and storage
costs of $10,000 per month for the new database and this would also represent an increase in operational costs
for the TEAM system in subsequent years.

Additional technology costs associated with the total additional 9 FTEs would be required to support hardware
and software costs. There would be an initial cost of $40,878 in fiscal year 2022 with an recurring cost of
$22.,536 beginning in fiscal year 2023 that would increase with inflation.

Increased processing costs for reimbursements related to voting machines would be $10,000.

Local Government Impact

The fiscal impact on local jurisdictions of provisions of the legislation related to changes in voting procedures
cannot be estimated at this time.

According to the SOS, in addition to reimbursable equipment costs, counties would also have to secure
additional software updates, perform acceptance testing of new equipment, and receive training from the vendor
on the new equipment. The agency estimates the average cost to the counties for the additional training would
be approximately $4,000 for a week of on-site training.

According to Hidalgo County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $4.0 million for 1,419 conversions and 250 scanning machines. Of this amount, $48,515 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Brazos County, the cost for upgrading its existing voting system to meet the requirements of the
bill would be $1.7 million for 480 conversions and 60 scanning machines. Of this amount, $15,728 would
either not be eligible for reimbursement or would represent an ongoing operational expense.

According to Randall County, it would cost the county $750,000 to retrofit the current system to a system that
could provide a paper audit trail. The county also adds that the current system was purchased in 2017.

According to Brazoria County, the cost to retrofit the current system would be $2.6 million.

According to El Paso County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be between $400,000 to
$600,000 per election.

According to Chambers County, the county anticipates the fiscal impact of the bill would be approximately $1.1
million.

According to Fort Bend County, the cost to the county would range from $246,000 to $350,000 per year.

The bill creates or expands a Class A misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $4,000,
confinement in jai! for a term not to exceed one year, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.
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The bill creates or expands a Class B misdemeanor is punishable by a fine of not more than $2,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both. Costs associated with enforcement, prosecution
and confinement could likely be absorbed within existing resources. Revenue gain from fines imposed and
collected is not anticipated to have a significant fiscal implication.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Admin, 302 Office of the Attomey General, 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts,
307 Secretary of State, 356 Texas Ethics Commission, 403 Veterans Commission

LBB Staff: JMc, CMA, GP, LBO, LCO, SLE, LM, MP, AF, SMAT
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENT

87TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

Revision 1
May 29, 2021

TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill would amend
various codes as they relate to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the conduet of
elections in this state. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created and would be punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based
on the specific circumstances of the offense.

Creating an offense for which a criminal penalty is applied is expected to result in additional demands upon the
correctional resources of counties or of the State due to an increase in the number of individuals placed under
supervision in the community or sentenced to a term of confinement within state correctional institutions. In
fiscal years 2018 through 2020 there were a total of 45 arrests for the election-related offenses, fewer than ten
in each fiscal year placed onto community supervision, and fewer than ten in each fiscal year admitted into a
state correctional institution for election-related offenses. This analysis assumes implementing the provisions
of the bill addressing felony sanctions would not result in a significant impact on state correctional populations
or on the demand for state correctional resources.

Source
Agencies:

LBB Staff: JMc, CMA, LM, LBO, DGI, SLE, MP

Page 1 of |



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT STATEMENT

87TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

Revision 1
May 29, 2021

TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill would amend
various codes as they relate to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the conduet of
elections in this state. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created and would be punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based
on the specific circumstances of the offense.

Creating an offense for which a criminal penalty is applied is expected to result in additional demands upon the
correctional resources of counties or of the State due to an increase in the number of individuals placed under
supervision in the community or sentenced to a term of confinement within state correctional institutions. In
fiscal years 2018 through 2020 there were a total of 45 arrests for the election-related offenses, fewer than ten
in each fiscal year placed onto community supervision, and fewer than ten in each fiscal year admitted into a
state correctional institution for election-related offenses. This analysis assumes implementing the provisions
of the bill addressing felony sanctions would not result in a significant impact on state correctional populations
or on the demand for state correctional resources.
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TO: Honecrable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill would amend
various codes as they relate to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the conduet of
elections in this state. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created and would be punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based
on the specific circumstances of the offense.

Creating an offense for which a criminal penalty is applied is expected to result in additional demands upon the
correctional resources of counties or of the State due to an increase in the number of individuals placed under
supervision in the community or sentenced to a term of confinement within state correctional institutions. In
fiscal years 2018 through 2020 there were a total of 45 arrests for the election-related offenses, fewer than ten
in each fiscal year placed onto community supervision, and fewer than ten in each fiscal year admitted into a
state correctional institution for election-related offenses. This analysis assumes implementing the provisions
of the bill addressing felony sanctions would not result in a significant impact on state correctional populations
or on the demand for state correctional resources.
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TO: Honorable Dan Patrick, Lieutenant Governor, Senate
Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill would amend
various codes as they relate to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the conduet of
elections in this state. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created and would be punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based
on the specific circumstances of the offense.

Creating an offense for which a criminal penalty is applied is expected to result in additional demands upon the
correctional resources of counties or of the State due to an increase in the number of individuals placed under
supervision in the community or sentenced to a term of confinement within state correctional institutions. In
fiscal years 2018 through 2020 there were a total of 45 arrests for the election-related offenses, fewer than ten
in each fiscal year placed onto community supervision, and fewer than ten in each fiscal year admitted into a
state correctional institution for election-related offenses. This analysis assumes implementing the provisions
of the bill addressing felony sanctions would not result in a significant impact on state correctional populations
or on the demand for state correctional resources.
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Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill would amend
various codes as they relate to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the conduet of
elections in this state. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created and would be punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based
on the specific circumstances of the offense.

Creating an offense for which a criminal penalty is applied is expected to result in additional demands upon the
correctional resources of counties or of the State due to an increase in the number of individuals placed under
supervision in the community or sentenced to a term of confinement within state correctional institutions. In
fiscal years 2018 through 2020 there were a total of 45 arrests for the election-related offenses, fewer than ten
in each fiscal year placed onto community supervision, and fewer than ten in each fiscal year admitted into a
state correctional institution for election-related offenses. This analysis assumes implementing the provisions
of the bill addressing felony sanctions would not result in a significant impact on state correctional populations
or on the demand for state correctional resources.
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IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill would amend
various codes as they relate to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the conduet of
elections in this state. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created and would be punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based
on the specific circumstances of the offense.

Creating an offense for which a criminal penalty is applied is expected to result in additional demands upon the
correctional resources of counties or of the State due to an increase in the number of individuals placed under
supervision in the community or sentenced to a term of confinement within state correctional institutions. In
fiscal years 2018 through 2020 there were a total of 45 arrests for the election-related offenses, fewer than ten
in each fiscal year placed onto community supervision, and fewer than ten in each fiscal year admitted into a
state correctional institution for election-related offenses. This analysis assumes implementing the provisions
of the bill addressing felony sanctions would not result in a significant impact on state correctional populations
or on the demand for state correctional resources.
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IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill would amend
various codes as they relate to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the conduet of
elections in this state. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created and would be punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based
on the specific circumstances of the offense.

Creating an offense for which a criminal penalty is applied is expected to result in additional demands upon the
correctional resources of counties or of the State due to an increase in the number of individuals placed under
supervision in the community or sentenced to a term of confinement within state correctional institutions. In
fiscal years 2018 through 2020 there were a total of 45 arrests for the election-related offenses, fewer than ten
in each fiscal year placed onto community supervision, and fewer than ten in each fiscal year admitted into a
state correctional institution for election-related offenses. This analysis assumes implementing the provisions
of the bill addressing felony sanctions would not resuit in a significant impact on state correctional populations
or on the demand for state correctional resources.
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IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penaities; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill would amend
various codes as they relate to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the conduet of
elections in this state. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created and would be punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based
on the specific circumstances of the offense.

Creating an offense for which a criminal penalty is applied is expected to result in additional demands upon the
correctional resources of counties or of the State due to an increase in the number of individuals placed under
supervision in the community or sentenced to a term of confinement within state correctional institutions. In
fiscal years 2018 through 2020 there were a total of 45 arrests for the election-related offenses, fewer than ten
in each fiscal year placed onto community supervision, and fewer than ten in each fiscal year admitted into a
state correctional institution for election-related offenses. This analysis assumes implementing the provisions
of the bill addressing felony sanctions would not result in a significant impact on state correctional populations
or on the demand for state correctional resources.
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IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security. including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.), Conference Committee Report

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill would amend
various codes as they relate to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the conduct of
elections in this state. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created and would be punishable at the felony and misdemeanor level with the level and degree based
on the specific circumstances of the offense.

Creating an offense for which a criminal penalty is applied is expected to result in additional demands upon the
correctional resources of counties or of the State due to an increase in the number of individuals placed under
supervision in the community or sentenced to a term of confinement within state correctional institutions. In
fiscal years 2018 through 2020 there were a total of 45 arrests for the election-related offenses. fewer than ten
in each fiscal year placed onto community supervision, and fewer than ten in each fiscal year admitted into a
state correctional institution for election-related offenses. This analysis assumes implementing the provisions
of the bill addressing felony sanctions would not result in a significant impact on state correctional populations
or on the demand for state correctional resources.
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IN RE: SB7 by Hughes (relating to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the
conduct of elections in this state; increasing criminal penalties; creating criminal offenses; providing
civil penalties.}, Conference Committee Report

The provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions are the subject of this analysis. The bill would amend
various codes as they relate to election integrity and security, including by preventing fraud in the conduet of
elections in this state. Under the provisions of the bill, several new election fraud-related criminal offenses
would be created and would be punishable at the felony and misdemeanor leve! with the level and degree based
on the specific circumstances of the offense.

Creating an offense for which a criminal penalty is applied is expected to result in additional demands upon the
correctional resources of counties or of the State due to an increase in the number of individuals placed under
supervision in the community or sentenced to a term of confinement within state correctional institutions. In
fiscal years 2018 through 2020 there were a total of 45 arrests for the election-related offenses, fewer than ten
in each fiscal year placed onto community supervision, and fewer than ten in each fiscal year admitted into a
state correctional institution for election-related offenses. This analysis assumes implementing the provisions
of the bill addressing felony sanctions would not result in a significant impact on state correctional populations
or on the demand for state correctional resources.
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