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Rachelle Barbour

From: Rachelle Barbour
Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2020 2:22 PM
To: 'CRM FOIA (CRM)'
Subject: FOIA Request - Expedited Processing Requested
Attachments: Ameen Letters Rogatory Turkey Response Jan 23.pdf; Translation of May 17 2019 

Turkcell response from Turkish Govt.pdf; Ameen Certification of ID.pdf; DOJ FOIA FOR 
INFO RE TURKISH LETTER.pdf

Dear Ms. Marchand Jones: 
Another issue has come up requiring a FOIA.  I hope that since our current FOIA to DOJ has been expedited, that this one 
will be as well, as it is even more critical that we present this information to the Court as soon as possible. 
I am attaching: 

1. The FOIA Request
2. Exhibit A – The Response by the Turkish Government to DOJ, CRM, OIA
3. Exhibit B – An English Translation of that Response
4. Omar Ameen’s Executed Certification of Identity and Waiver of Privacy Rights

I would appreciate a confirmation from your office that this has been received and that the documents will be 
provided.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns. 
Thank you very much for your attention to this matter. 
Rachelle 

Rachelle Barbour 
Assistant Federal Defender 
Federal Defender's Office 
801 I Street, 3rd Floor 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
916‐498‐5700 
Fax: 916‐498‐5710 

This e‐mail contains PRIVILEGED and CONFIDENTIAL information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named 
above. If you are not the intended recipient of this e‐mail, or an authorized employee or agent responsible for delivering 
it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this e‐mail is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this e‐mail in error, please notify us by reply e‐mail. Thank you for your cooperation. 
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OFFICE OF THE FEDERAL DEFENDER 
Eastern District of California 
801 I Street, 3rd Floor 
Sacramento, California  95814-2510 
(916) 498.5700    FAX (916) 498.5710 
 

 
HEATHER E. WILLIAMS 

Federal Defender 
 

BENJAMIN D. GALLOWAY 
Chief Assistant Defender 

 
 
 

January 26, 2020 
 
Amanda Marchand Jones, Chief 
FOIA/PA Unit 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Suite 1127, Keeney Building 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 
 
Submitted by email: crm.foia@usdoj.gov 
 
Re:  FOIA to DOJ, Office of International Affairs Regarding Attached Correspondence Received 
by OIA from Republic of Turkey 
 
Dear Ms. Marchand Jones: 
 
 Under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. subsection 552, I am requesting access 
to the following documents: 
 

Documents held by the Department of Justice in any division, but especially the Criminal 
Division, especially the Office of International Affairs, regarding the attached 
correspondence (Exh. A) – a letter to DOJ, CRM, OIA, received from the Republic of 
Turkey on or about May 17, 2019, regarding a letter rogatory sent by the District Court of 
the Eastern District of California (via my office) to the Turkish Ministry of Justice, 
General Directorate of International Law and Foreign Relations.  The letter rogatory is at 
Exhibit A, pages 2-10 attached to the Turkish correspondence.  The Turkish 
correspondence to DOJ, CRM, OIA, bears what appears to be two handwritten, internal 
DOJ CRM tracking numbers: CRM 182-69187, and CRM 182-67189.  At Exhibit B is an 
English translation of the Turkish letter.  In requesting such documents, I specifically 
request all communications between any staff of the Department of Justice and the any 
component of the Republic of Turkey, the Republic of Iraq, and/or the Department of 
State, or any other entity, regarding the May 17, 2019 letter from the Republic of Turkey, 
date stamps or other notations placed on that letter or any envelope received, a full copy 
of the letter, the envelope, and any attachments, logs regarding such letter, internal emails 
regarding the letter, and how the letter was processed at the DOJ. I also request records 
and logs of all such communications and processing. 
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Definitions 
 
Communications: The term “communications” includes, but is not limited to: letters, e-mails; 
text communications between phones or other electronic devices (including but not limited to, 
communications sent via SMS or other text, Blackberry Messenger, iMessage, WhatsApp, 
Signal, Gchat, or Twitter direct message); images, video, and audio recorded on cell phones; 
voicemail messages; social-media posts; formal and informal presentations; alerts; bulletins; 
advisories; and minutes or notes of meetings and phone calls. 
 
“Component of the Republic of Iraq” includes any member of any Iraqi security force, military 
branch, governmental agency, People’s Mobilization Force, police agency, diplomatic agency, 
elected or appointed member of government, court or tribunal, or any other branch of the Iraqi 
Government.   
 
“Component of the Republic of Turkey” includes any unit of the Turkish Ministry of Justice, the 
Turkish Public Prosecutor, any Turkey security force, military branch, governmental agency, 
police agency, diplomatic agency, elected or appointed member of government, court or tribunal, 
or any other branch of the Turkish Government.   
 
Records: The term “records” includes, but is not limited to: legal memoranda, procedures, 
policies, directives, practices, reports, audits, guidance, or guidelines that were prepared, 
received, transmitted, collected, and/or maintained by Subject Agency 
 
 
Relevant Time Frame 
 
This request seeks documents, records, and communications that have been created or occurred 
since February 22, 2019, the date the letter was conveyed to the Turkish Ministry of Justice. 
 
Privacy Waiver Signed by Mr. Ameen 
 
I represent Mr. Ameen in his current extradition case, and am enclosing an executed and 
notarized waiver of privacy rights in any of these documents.  This waives Mr. Ameen’s rights to 
privacy under Exemption 6 and other Exemptions protecting his personal privacy.   
 

As FOIA requires, please release all reasonably segregable nonexempt portions of 
documents.  If this request is denied in whole or in part, we ask that you justify all withholdings 
by reference to specific exemptions to the FOIA. We expect the release of all segregable portions 
of otherwise exempt material. If the fee waivers are denied, the requesters are prepared to pay 
fees up to $25, and request to be informed of further fees that may be charged, but reserve the 
right to appeal a denial of fee waivers 
 

In order to help you determine my status for the purpose of assessing fees, I note that I 
am an attorney with the Federal Defender’s Office for the Eastern District of California.  The 
Office of the Federal Defender is authorized under Title 18, U.S.C. section 3006A, the Criminal 
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Justice Act, to provide legal representation to persons financially unable to retain counsel in
federal criminal and related proceedings. I request a waiver of all fees for this request.
Disclosure of the requesting information to me is in the public interest because it is likely to
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government
and is not is in any commercial interest.

I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $100. If you estimate that
the fees will exceed this limit, please inform me first.

I request that the information be provided in electronic format.

Request for Expedited Processing

I ask that my request receive expedited processing because Mr. Ameen currently faces
extradition to the Republic of Iraq. This letter is dated May 17, 2019, and was produced to my
office on January 23, 2020, by the Department of State for the first time. On January 24, 2020,1
filed a Status Report in our extradition case regarding the letter. 1 need to update the District
Court on why the letter took eight months to be conveyed to the Defense and why the
Department of Justice did not convey the Turkish request to the Defense or the Court.

Both Mr. Ameen and the public have an interest in expedited processing of this request.
There has been significant, ongoing public interest in this case, as shown by multiple
international articles and news stories, including in the New Yorker (January 20, 2020), CBS
News, the San Francisco Chronicle, Sacramento Bee, on ABCIO, and in the New York Times.
Likewise, a television news channel, KXTV has filed a FOIA civil suit documenting its interest
in providing the public with information about Mr. Ameen's case. (U.S. District Court, E.D.
Cal., Case No. 2:19-CV-415-JAM.) Moreover, Mr. Ameen faces "grave punishment" in this
proceeding, and the information produced is expected to help in his defense. Aeuilera v. FBI.
941 F.Supp. 144, 150 (D.D.C. 1996).

I look forward to receiving the documents as quickly as possible. If you have any
questions about this request, please email me at Rachelle Barbour@,fd.org or call me at 916-498-
5700.

Sincerely,

Rachelle Barbour

Assistant Federal Defender

Enc. (privacy waiver)
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T.C.

ADALET BAKANLIGI 
D1� ili�kiler ve A vrupa Birligi Gene! Mudurlugu 

(Ceza istinabe ve Tebligat BUrosu) 

Po�&, .E.. 
�.E'.Grr. \'\I

Republic of Turkey 
Ministry of Justice 
Directorate General for Foreign Relations and European Union Affairs 

Republique de Turquie 
Ministere de la Justice 

Direction Generale des Relations Exterieures et des Affaires de 
!'Union Europeenne 

Our Ref : 14838002-4-2-USA-I 6-2019-E. 19198/55229 
Subject : Omar Abdulsattar AMEEN 

A.B.D. Adalet Bakanl1g1 
• •' Uluslararas1 ili�kiler Ofisi 

Ceza Bolumu 
1301 New York A venue 

N. W., 8th Floor
Washington, D. C. 20530 

U.S.A 

17/05/2019 

ilgi : 22/02/2019 tarihli mail ekinde al man Amerika Birle�ik Devletleri Kaliforniya Bolge 
Mahkemesinin 05/02/2019 tarihli ve 18-MJ-00 152-EFB say1h yaz1lan. 

ilgi yazm1z ekinde ahnan adli yard1mla�ma evrak1yla; "vizelerin, izinlerin ve diger 
belgelerin sahtekarhg1 ve kotuye kullamlmas1" ile "yalan beyanda bulunma" sus;Ianndan Omar 
Abdulsattar AMEEN hakkmda yurutulen soru�turma kapsammda, sw;lulann iadesi i�leminde 
kullamlmak i.izere ad1 geyen ile ilgili bir k1s1m bilgi ve beige talebinde bulunulmaktadir. 

ilgi yaz1 ile talep edilen hususun, uluslararas, adli yard1mla�ma talebi niteliginde oldugu 
anla�1lm1�tlr. O!kemiz ile ABO arasmdaki cezai konularda adli i� birligi, "Turkiye Cumhuriyeti ile 
Amerika Birle�ik Devletleri Arasmda Su9lularm Geri Verilmesi ve Ceza i�lerinde Kar�1ltkh Adli 
Yard1m Antla�mas1" uyarmca yerine getirilmektedir. Antla�mamn 38. maddesinde adli 
yard1mla�ma taleplerinin yalmzca yetkili makamlar vas1tas1yla yaptlabilecegi hukum altma 
almm1�t1r. Bu nedenle, ekte gonderilen adli yard1mla�ma evrakmm, Amerika Birle�ik Devletleri 
Adalet Bakanhg1 arac1 k1hnarak, Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Adalet Bakanl1g1'na gonderilmesi halinde 
geregine tevessul edilebilecektir. 

Bilgilerinize arz ve bu vesileyle saygilanm1z1 bir kez daha teyit ed 

Gokh 

EK: Taktm Evrak 

Milli Mlidafaa Caddesi No: 22 Bakanhklar / ANKARA Aynntih bilgi i<;:in irtibat telefonu: (0 312) 414 88 36 

Faks: (0 312) 219 45 23 e-posta: uhdigm@adalet.gov.tr Elektronik Ag: www.adalet.gov.tr 

UY AP Bili�im Sistemindeki bu dokiimana http//vatandas.uyap.gov.tr adresinden Fy2LyEC - ia LRx7j - Y9LbAA Y - 998YSU = ile eri�ebilirsiniz. 
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Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Turkey 
Directorate General for Foreign Relations and European Union 

Bureau of Criminal Rogatory and Service of Documents 
 

Our ref: 14838002-4-2-USA-16-2019-E.19198/55229     17 May 2019 

Subject: Omar Abdulsattar Ameen 

 

Department of Justice of the United States 
Office of International Affairs 

Criminal Department 
1301 New York Avenue N.W. 8th Floor 

Washington D.C. 20530  
U.S.A. 

 
Re: California District Court’s letter dated 5 February 2019 and numbered 18-MJ-00152-EFB and 
received in the attachment of the e-mail dated 22 February 2019 

Regarding the judicial assistance document received in the attachment of your related 
correspondence, certain information and documents about Omar Abdulsattar Ameen have been demanded 
in order to be used in the process of extradition as part of the investigation conducted on him with the 
charges of “fraud and misuse of visas, permits and other documents” and “fraudulent representation”. 

The demand asserted via the concerning letter has been understood to be within the scope of 
international judicial assistance demands. And the co-operation in criminal matters between our country 
and the U.S.A. is conducted in accordance with the “Treaty on Extradition and Mutual Assistance in 
Criminal Matters between the United States of America and The Republic of Turkey”. And as per article 
38 of this Treaty, the judicial assistance demands can only be asserted through the competent authorities. 
Therefore in the case that the concerning document is sent to the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of 
Turkey through the agency of the Department of Justice of the United States the request will be able to be 
honored. 

Respectfully submitted for your information.  Best regards, 

    [signature] 

Mr. Gokhan Erdogan 
Judge 
Department Head 
 
 

Address: Milli Müdafaa Caddesi No:22 Bakanlıklar / Ankara  

Telephone no for detailed information: +903124148836 

Fax: +903122194523  e-mail: uhdigm@adalet.gov.tr Web-site: www.adalet.gov.tr 

UYAP (National Judiciary Informatics System) address and ref no for access to this document 
http//vatandas.uyap.gov.tr Fy2LyEC - iaLRx7j - Y9LbAA Y - 998YSU 
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U.S. Department of Justice 

Criminal Division 

Office of Enforcement Operations Washington, D.C. 20530 

VIA Electronic Mail February 11, 2020 

Ms. Rachelle Barbour 
Assistant Federal Defender 
Federal Defender’s Office 
801 I Street, 3rd Floor  
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org  

Request No. CRM-300836232
Subject: Criminal Division Documents – 

Republic of Turkey (Omar Ameen) 

Dear Ms. Barbour: 

This acknowledges receipt of your Freedom of Information Act request dated January 26, 
2020 seeking records maintained by the Criminal Division. Your request was received in this Office 
on January 27, 2020. The request number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use 
this number in all correspondence concerning your request.   

☒ Your request has been received by the Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act Unit and we
are searching the section(s) most likely to maintain responsive records.

☒ Because your request presents “unusual circumstances” (See 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B)(i)-
(iii)), we are extending the time limit to respond to your request an additional ten days as
provided by the statute.

☐ We have not yet made a decision on your request for a fee waiver. We will do so after we
determine whether the processing of your request will result in any assessable fees.

☐ We have not yet made a decision on your request for preferred fee status. We will do so after
we determine whether the processing of your request will result in any assessable fees.

☒ Your request for expedited treatment has been:

☒ Granted. Accordingly, your request has been assigned to a Government Information
Specialist in this Office and we will respond to your request as soon as practicable.

☐ Denied. You have not established that your request fits within any of the four U.S.
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Department of Justice standards for expedited treatment. If you are not satisfied with the 
Criminal Division’s determination in response to this request, you may administratively 
appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP’s FOIA STAR portal by creating an account on the 
following website: https://foiastar.doj.gov.  Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within 90 days of the date of my response to your request. If 
you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly 
marked “Freedom of Information Act Appeal.” 
 

I regret the necessity of this delay, but I assure you that your request will be processed as 
soon as possible. If you have any questions or wish to discuss reformulation or an alternative time 
frame for the processing of your request, you may contact me by telephone at (202) 616-0307, by 
email at crm.foia@usdoj.gov, or by mail at the Criminal Division, U.S. Department of Justice, Suite 
1127, Keeney Building, NW, Washington, DC 20530-0001.   

 
 You may contact our FOIA Public Liaison at the telephone number listed above for any 
further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your request. Additionally, you may contact the 
Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records 
Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer. The contact information for 
OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records 
Administration, Room 2510, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001; e-mail at 
ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-
5769. 
       Sincerely, 

        
       Amanda Marchand Jones 
       Chief 
       FOIA/PA Unit 
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FOIA CRM-300836232 - Request for estimated date of completion
1 message

Rachelle Barbour <Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org> Thu, May 6, 2021 at 10:55 AM
To: "CRM FOIA (CRM)" <CRM.FOIA@usdoj.gov>

Good morning,

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(7)(B)(ii), I request an estimated date of completion for FOIA
CRM-300836232.

Thank you for your anticipated attention to this request,

Rachelle

Rachelle Barbour

Assistant Federal Defender

Office of the Federal Defender

Eastern District of California

801 I St., 3rd Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

916-498-5700

Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org

***CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message contains information that may be confidential and
privileged. Unless you are the addressee, you may not use, copy or disclose to anyone the message
or any information contained in the message. If you have received this message in error, please
advise the sender by reply e-mail, and delete the message.***
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Re: FOIA/PA Status Update CRM-300836232 and CRM -300796232

Rachelle Barbour <Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org> Fri, May 14, 2021 at 2:02 PM
To: "CRM FOIA (CRM)" <CRM.FOIA@usdoj.gov>

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(7)(B)(ii) please provide me with estimated dates of completion for
these two FOIA requests to DOJ CRM. 

Thank you,

Rachelle

Rachelle Barbour

Assistant Federal Defender

Office of the Federal Defender

Eastern District of California

801 I St., 3rd Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

916-498-5700

Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org

***CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message contains information that may be confidential and
privileged. Unless you are the addressee, you may not use, copy or disclose to anyone the message
or any information contained in the message. If you have received this message in error, please
advise the sender by reply e-mail, and delete the message.***
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