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Benjamin D. Galloway

Chief Assistant Defender

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT

January 14, 2019

U. S. Department of State
Office of Information Programs and Services
A/GIS/IPS/RL

SA-2, Suite 8100

Washington, D. C. 20522-0208

Re: United States v. Omar Ameen

Case No. 18-MJ-00152-EFB

Dear Sir or Madam:

Our office represents Omar Ameen in a pending federal extradition case in the Eastern
District of California. Mr. Ameen is charged in the Republic of Iraq with murder committed in June
2014. Mr. Ameen has been a resident refugee in the United States of America since November 2014.
He lived in the Republic of Turkey from early 2012 until November 2014. We are requesting any
and all records in the possession of the U.S. Department of State regarding Mr. Ameen. Attached is a
general release, a HIIPA compliant release, and a letter authorizing the release of documents in the
possession of the U.S. Department of State to our office that has been previously provided to the
Admissions Office of the Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration at the U.S. Department of
State. All these documents have been signed by Mr. Ameen.

The Office of the Federal Defender, is able to repay costs incurred by your court or agency in
obtaining these records.

If you have any questions or need additional information regarding this request, please do not
hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

^cerely,

QiUuC
Julie Denrty
Paralegal
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United States Department of State

Washington, B.C. 20520

F-2019-03151

MAY 0 9 2019
Julie Denny
Office of the Federal defender

801 I Street, Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Denny,

This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your request dated January 14, 2019, pursuant to the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552, to the Department of State, in which you
requested refugee records concerning Omar Ameen.

The Office of Information Programs and Services (IPS) received your FOIA request on January
29, 2019. Your FOIA request was assigned the tracking number at the top of this letter. Please
include the tracking number in all future communications concerning this FOIA request. We
have classified you as an other-use requester.

This Office assigns incoming requests to one of three tracks: simple, complex, or expedited.
Each request is then handled on a first-in, first-out basis in relation to other requests in the same
track. Your request has been assigned to the complex track and will be handled as quickly as
possible.

If you have any questions regarding the status of your request, you may contact our FOIA
Requester Service Center or our FOIA Public Liaison via email at FOIAstatus@state.gov or
telephone at (202) 261-8484.

Sincerely,

Eric F. Stein, Director

Office of Information Programs and Services
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FW: Checking on status of Request F-2019-03151
1 message

From: FOIA Status <FOIAStatus@state.gov>
Date: Monday, October 7, 2019 at 10:17 AM
To: Rachelle Barbour <Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org>
Subject: RE: Checking on status of Request F-2019-03151

Ms. Barbur,

The Office of Information Programs and Services (IPS) is in receipt of your inquiry below regarding case
control number F-2019-03151. We will follow-up with you as soon as possible to provide a response.

Thank you in advance for your patience.

If you have any questions, please contact the FOIA Requester Service Center (FRSC) at (202) 261-8484 or
send an e-mail to foiastatus@state.gov.
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Regards,

U.S. Department of State

FOIA Requester Service Center

SBU -PRIVACY OR PII

From: Rachelle Barbour <Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org>
Sent: Friday, October 4, 2019 6:09 PM
To: FOIA Status <FOIAStatus@state.gov>
Cc: Julie Denny <Julie_Denny@fd.org>; Ben Galloway <Ben_Galloway@fd.org>
Subject: RE: Checking on status of Request F-2019-03151

Thank you for the information about the estimated date of completion.  I am attaching a copy of Mr. Ameen’s DS-4240 to
help you process this request.

I would like to request that this status be put on the expedited track.  The completion date is 3.5 years after we submitted
the request on behalf of our client Omar Abdulsattar Ameen. 

This FOIA request arises in connection with a client my office was appointed to represent in August 2018.

There are three grounds for which of the FOIA request should be granted. Please keep in mind that these grounds are
described through the prism of attorney-client privilege. The grounds are thus described in a necessarily limited manner, but
the case does have international implications and consequences for our client.

First, the circumstances of the case are such that a "lack of expedited treatment could reasonably be expected to pose an
imminent threat to the life or physical safety of an individual." Without the documents requested, our client has a reasonable
expectation that they will imminently face severe bodily harm and/or death in an international context. The documents are
essential to preventing this imminent severe bodily harm and/or death that our client will surely face without the requested
records.

Second, our client will immediately face "[t]he loss of [their] substantial due process of rights." Again, due to the international
context of our client's case, without the records sought in this request, our client will necessarily suffer the loss of their
"substantial due process of rights," including their due process of human and constitutional rights. Our extradition hearing will
likely be in December 2019.  If Mr. Ameen is extradited, he will be gone long before July 2022.  He will almost certainly be
executed in Iraq.  We cannot wait years for these documents.

Finally, pursuant to §16.5 (e)(1)(iv), our client's case involves "[a] matter of widespread and exceptional media interest in
which there exists possible questions about the government’s integrity which affects public confidence." Mr. Ameen's case
has been reported in local, national, and international media. Reports have questioned the government's integrity in pursuing
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this case.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  I look forward to your response.

Rachelle Barbour

Rachelle Barbour

Assistant Federal Defender

Federal Defender's Office

801 I Street, 3rd Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

916-498-5700

Fax: 916-498-5710

This e-mail contains PRIVILEGED and CONFIDENTIAL information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named
above. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, or an authorized employee or agent responsible for delivering it to
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this e-mail in error, please notify us by reply e-mail. Thank you for your cooperation.

From: FOIA Status <FOIAStatus@state.gov>
Sent: Friday, October 4, 2019 7:57 AM
To: Rachelle Barbour <Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org>
Subject: FW: Checking on status of Request F-2019-03151

Dear Rachelle Barbour,

You previously contacted the Department of State’s FOIA Requester Service Center and requested an estimated
date of completion (EDC) for your request, Case Control Number

F-2019-03151.

It has been determined that the EDC for this request is July 22, 2022.  EDCs are estimates and are subject to
change.  Please be advised that the Department takes its FOIA responsibilities seriously and is processing your
request as quickly as possible.  If your request can be completed prior to the EDC, a response will be sent to
you sooner.

If you have any concerns or questions regarding a FOIA-related matter, please contact the FOIA Requester
Service Center (FRSC) at 202-261-8484 or send an e-mail to foiastatus@state.gov.
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You may also contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA) to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer.  The contact
information for OGIS is as follows:  Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and
Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, email address:
ogis@nara.gov; telephone: (202) 741-5770; toll free number: 1-877-684-6448; facsimile: (202) 741-5769.

We appreciate your continued patience.

Sincerely,

U.S. Department of State
FOIA Requester Service Center

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

From: FOIA Status
Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2019 3:14 PM
To: Rachelle Barbour <Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org>
Subject: RE: Checking on status of Request F-2019-03151

Dear Rachelle Barbour,

The Office of Information Programs and Services (IPS) is in receipt of your inquiry below regarding case control number
F-2019-03151.  We will follow-up with you as soon as possible to provide a response.

Thank you in advance for your patience.

If you have any questions, please contact the FOIA Requester Service Center (FRSC) at 202-261-8484 or send an e-mail to
foiastatus@state.gov.

Regards,

U.S. Department of State

FOIA Requester Service Center

4

Case 1:21-cv-01399   Document 1-1   Filed 05/21/21   Page 11 of 26



SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

From: Rachelle Barbour <Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org>
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2019 6:54 PM
To: FOIA Status <FOIAStatus@state.gov>
Subject: Checking on status of Request F-2019-03151

Could you please let me know the status of this FOIA request made on behalf of our client Omar Ameen, by Julie Denny, a
paralegal with my office?

Rachelle

Rachelle Barbour

Assistant Federal Defender

Federal Defender's Office

801 I Street, 3rd Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

916-498-5700

Fax: 916-498-5710

This e-mail contains PRIVILEGED and CONFIDENTIAL information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named
above. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, or an authorized employee or agent responsible for delivering it to
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this e-mail in error, please notify us by reply e-mail. Thank you for your cooperation.
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FW: F-2019-03151, Expedited Processing Response

From: "A_FOIAacknowledgement@groups.state.gov" <A_FOIAacknowledgement@groups.state.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 1, 2021 at 6:45 AM
To: Rachelle Barbour <Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org>
Subject: Ref: F-2019-03151, Expedited Processing Response

**THIS EMAIL BOX IS NOT MONITORED, PLEASE DO NOT REPLY TO THIS EMAIL.**

Ms. Barbour:

This email responds to your request for expedited processing in reference to the subject January 14, 2019, Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) (5 U.S.C. § 552) request regarding refugee records for Omar Ameen.  This Office previously
assigned your request the subject reference number and placed it in the complex processing track where it will be
processed as quickly as possible.  See 22 CFR § 171.11(h).

According to 22 CFR § 171.11(f), requests shall receive expedited processing when a requester demonstrates a
“compelling need” for the information exists for one of the following reasons: (1) failure to obtain the requested
information on an expedited basis could reasonably be expected to pose an imminent threat to the life or physical
safety of an individual; (2) the information is urgently needed by an individual primarily engaged in disseminating
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information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal government activity; or (3) failure to
release the information would impair substantial due process rights or harm substantial humanitarian interests. Your
request does not demonstrate a “compelling need” for the requested information.  Therefore, this Office denies your
request for expedited processing.

If you are not satisfied with this Office’s determination in response to your request for expedited processing, you may
administratively appeal to: Appeals Officer, Office of Information Programs and Services, U.S. Department of
State, 2201 C Street, NW, Room B266, Washington, D.C. 20520; or facsimile at 202-485-1718.  Your appeal
must be postmarked or electronically transmitted within 90 days of the date of this email.

If you have any questions regarding your request, would like to narrow the scope or arrange an alternative time frame
to speed its processing, or would like an estimated date of completion, please contact our FOIA Requester Service
Center or our FOIA Public Liaison by email at FOIAstatus@state.gov or telephone at 202-261-8484.  Additionally,
you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records
Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer.  The contact information for OGIS is as
follows: Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi
Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, email at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at
1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.

Sincerely,

/s/ Nicholas J. Cormier
Nicholas J. Cormier
Chief, Requester Communications Branch
Office of Information Programs and Services

**THIS EMAIL BOX IS NOT MONITORED, PLEASE DO NOT REPLY TO THIS EMAIL.**
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April 8, 2021 

Case Number: F-2019-03151 

Rachelle Barbour 
Office of the Federal Defender 
801 I Street, 3rd Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814-2510 

Email:  Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org 

Dear Ms. Barbour: 

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated  
January 14, 2019, for “all records in the possession of the U.S. Department of State regarding 
Mr. Ameen.”  Specifically, this letter addresses your letter of April 1, 2021, concerning the 
Department of State’s denial of expedited processing.   

We have considered your appeal of the denial of expedited processing and have determined that 
your request does warrant expedited processing.  We are continuing to process your request, 
which is now in our “expedited” queue.  For further communications with this office, please 
contact FOIAStatus@state.gov and include case number F-2019-03151. 

Sincerely, 

Jeanne Miller, Chief 
Programs and Policies Division 
Office of Information Programs and Services 
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State FOIA F-2019-03151

From: FOIA Status <FOIAStatus@state.gov>
Sent: Friday, May 7, 2021 8:57:40 AM
To: 'Rachelle Barbour' <Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org>
Subject: RE: State FOIA F-2019-03151

Ms. Barbour,

The Office of Information Programs and Services is in receipt of your inquiry below.  We will follow-up with you as soon as
possible to provide a response.

Thank you in advance for your patience.

Regards,

U.S. Department of State

FOIA Requester Service Center

From: Rachelle Barbour <Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org>
Sent: Thursday, May 6, 2021 12:02 PM
To: FOIA Status <FOIAStatus@state.gov>
Subject: State FOIA F-2019-03151

Good morning,

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(7)(B)(ii), I request an estimated date of completion for FOIA F-2019-03151.

Thank you for anticipated attention to this matter,

Rachelle
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Rachelle Barbour

Assistant Federal Defender

Office of the Federal Defender

Eastern District of California

801 I St., 3rd Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

916-498-5700

Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org

***CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message contains information that may be confidential and
privileged. Unless you are the addressee, you may not use, copy or disclose to anyone the message
or any information contained in the message. If you have received this message in error, please
advise the sender by reply e-mail, and delete the message.***
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State FOIA F-2019-03151

From: FOIA Status <FOIAStatus@state.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 2:07:20 PM
To: 'Rachelle Barbour' <Rachelle_Barbour@fd.org>
Subject: RE: State FOIA F-2019-03151

Ms. Barbour,

This is in response to your email below regarding FOIA case control number F-2019-03151.

This request is in process and has a December 23, 2021, estimated date of completion (EDC). EDCs are estimates and are
subject to change. Please be advised that the Department takes its FOIA responsibilities seriously and is processing this
request as quickly as possible. If the request can be completed prior to the EDC, a response will be sent sooner.

If you have any concerns or questions regarding a FOIA-related matter, please contact the FOIA Requester Service Center
at 202-261-8484 or send an e-mail to foiastatus@state.gov.

Regards

U.S. Department of State

FOIA Requester Service Center

3

Case 1:21-cv-01399   Document 1-1   Filed 05/21/21   Page 20 of 26



Office of the Federal Defender

Rachelle

Barbour

rachelle_barbour@fd.org

United States

801 I ST., 3RD FLOOR

Sacramento

California

95814
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