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SUBJECT:  Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) nomination for MAJ Mathew L. Golsteyn 
 
1.  Purpose:  To provide information on the current status of the DSC nomination for MAJ 
Golsteyn.    
 
2.  Background:  On 3 Mar 11, LTG David M. Rodriguez, Deputy Commander, USFOR-A, 
awarded an interim Silver Star to CPT Golsteyn and further recommended upgrade to DSC 
for actions performed in the Helmand Province, Afghanistan on 20 Feb 10.  The Secretary of 
the Army approved the DSC on 25 Oct 11; however, the action was suspended when 
Golsteyn was flagged on 8 Dec 11.  
 
3.  Facts: 
 

a. Golsteyn Timeline: 
 
14 Sep 11:  CIA notifies DoD OGC of possible violation of criminal law due to CPT 

Golsteyn stating that he shot an unknown, unarmed Afghani male. 
Transcript of the interview is located at GREEN TAB A. 

 
3 Oct 11:  CID received a request for investigation.   
 
1 Nov 11: CPT Golsteyn promoted to rank of Major. 
 
8 Dec 11: MAJ Golsteyn flagged for adverse action.  HRC suspends DSC per the 

Office of the Secretary of the Army until completion of the investigation. 
 
27 Nov 13: CID closes their investigation.  Final Report of Investigation is at GREEN 

TAB B. 
 
24 Apr 14: US Army Special Forces Command issues GOMOR (Tab C); final 

disposition is filed on 11 Jun 14. 
 
30 Jul 14: MAJ Golsteyn’s Special Forces tab is revoked.  

 
b. In an interview conducted at the CIA, then-CPT Golsteyn claimed to have captured 

and shot and buried a suspected IED bomb maker.  He further went to comment that he went  
back out with two others to cremate the body and dispose of the remains.  In the transcript, 
CPT Golsteyn stated that he knew it was illegal but was not remorseful as he had solid 
intelligence and his actions protected the safety of his fellow teammates.   

 












