Open Letter to Allegheny County Jail Warden Orlando L. Harper, County Manager William
McKain, and County Executive Rich Fitzgerald

Offer Life-saving Medications for Opioid Use Disorder in the Allegheny County Jail

May 7™, 2021

We are a diverse group of medical and public health professionals, community members,
and, most importantly, individuals and family members who have lived through incarceration
at Allegheny County Jail (ACJ).

In the past 5 years, nearly 3,000 people have died of an overdose in Allegheny County. By
the County’s own reporting, about 1 in 5 of these deaths was among people who had been
released from jail in the past year, many within weeks of their release.

For years, we have worked tirelessly and supportively with the jail, its staff and county
officials to encourage the use of buprenorphine (commonly known as Suboxone®), the
standard of care for opioid use disorders (OUD), to be offered to inmates who may benefit.
This is an evidence-based treatment that has been shown to reduce overdose risk and
criminal behavior. After five years of planning, in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic and
rising fatal overdoses, we were moved to write this open letter to publicly state the dire need
for this treatment option.

We call on our public officials to demand that life-saving medications like buprenorphine be
provided to inmates in the jail immediately to treat OUD and reduce overdose deaths.

Many national corrections groups advocate for making medications for opioid use disorder,
like buprenorphine, available to people who are incarcerated including The National Sheriff's
Association and The National Commission on Correctional Health Care.

Several other county jails around the Commonwealth including Franklin, Bucks, Montgomery
have recently been funded by the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency to
offer buprenorphine to inmates and others, such as Philadelphia, have been doing this
independently. ACJ has failed to use these funding opportunities or do this independently.

Other County and affiliated agencies have advocated for the use of medications to treat
OUD. The Allegheny County Department of Human Services, the Allegheny County Health
Department, Community Care Behavioral Health and Allegheny HealthChoices, Inc., issued a
joint position statement promoting medication-assisted treatment in January of 2017, more
than four years ago.

Yet, ACJ still fails to offer this to the approximately 500 inmates who were being treated, also
paid through the county, with either methadone or buprenorphine before they were booked in
the jail. It would be illegal and unethical to deny someone their diabetes or heart medication



when entering the jail, yet this is routinely done for people with OUD who are at the greatest
risk of dying from overdose in the community following their release. In fact, there are active
lawsuits around the country against jails that fail to offer people the opportunity to continue
their medical treatment for OUD.

For years, we have been told that the adoption of buprenorphine to treat inmates with OUD is
imminent. We can no longer afford to wait. With Allegheny Health Network as the medical
provider in the jail, it would only need to be requested by the County to deliver this high
quality and effective treatment that it is quite capable of delivering and will be doing so in its
newly launched post-incarceration clinic.

As tax-paying citizens, voters and professionals, we call on Allegheny County Jail Warden
Orlando L. Harper, County Manager William McCain, and County Executive Rich Fitzgerald
to make buprenorphine availability in the jail a priority issue and to begin this immediately.

Signed:

Jeanne Minnicks, Sewickley Hills, Institute for Research, Education & Training in Addictions, Board of
Directors, Secretary

Gregory J Dober, Plum Borough, LECOM, Adjunct professor

Mary Hawk, Plum , University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health, Associate Professor
Marion Damick, Pittsburgh

Jonathan Han MD, Fox Chapel, UPMC St. Margaret Family Medicine Residency Program, Director
Thuy Bui, Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh, faculty

BaDoi Phan, Swissvale, University of Pittsburgh , MD/PhD Trainee
Julie Childers, MD, Pittsburgh , University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Associate Professor of
Medicine

Barbara Nightingale, Fox Chapel, Physician

Patricia McGuire, Hampton Township, UPMC St. Margaret Family Medicine Residency, UPMC St. Margaret
Family Medicine Residency

Stacey Dillon, Pittsburgh
David McAdams, MD, Mt. Lebanon, UPMC, Clinical Associate Professor of Medicine

Samantha Stewart, Cecil Township, Pregnancy and Women’s Recovery Center of UPMC Magee-Womens
Hospital, Certified Registered Nurse Practitioner

Michael Arcieri, Allegheny County, UPMC, Medical Student
Michael Lynch, MD, Murrysville

Diana Samberg, MD

Mia Turner, Allegheny County

Jean FitzGibbons , Swissvale



Julia Hilbert, Pittsburgh , Prevention Point Pittsburgh , Overdose Prevention Specialist

Erin Burke, Pittsburgh

Jane Liebschutz, Pittsburgh , University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, UPMC, Chief, Division of General
Internal Medicine, Professor of Medicine

Amanda Shields, Shadyside
Stephanie Fedro-Byrom, Mt. Lebanon

Megana Dwarakanath, Pittsburgh
Liz Miller, Allegheny County, UPMC Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh, Director, Adolescent and Young Adult
Medicine

Charlotte Egenton, Pittsburgh

Karley Snyder, Marshall

Courtney Kuza, West View

Eleanor R Siegal, Belle Acres

Sean Connors, Wilkinsburg, DanceSafe, Volunteer

Meeti Purani

Elizabeth Howard , Pittsburgh

Rachel Bachrach, Allegheny County, Research Health Scientist

Michael Vicaro, Pittsburgh , Prevention Paint

Brianna Lewis

Adele Flaherty

Elizabeth DeFazio, Pittsburgh , SSDP, Pitt Chapter Secretary

Kayleigh Adamon, Allegheny County

Jody Glance, UPMC/University of Pittsburgh, MD

Sarah Providence, Pittsburgh, Prevention Point Pittsburgh, Volunteer

Sarah Zelazny, Brookline

Rachel Taber, Pittsburgh

Lisa Pletrusza, Mt. Oliver, Nurse practitioner

Sara Rosenblum , Pittsburgh

Liba Blumberger, Pittsburgh, Penn State's College of Medicine , Doctoral Research Assistant
Katherine McLean, Sewickley, Penn State Greater Allegheny, Associate Professor, Criminal Justice
Rebecca Georgiadis, Allegheny County, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Student
Jad Hilal, Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Student

Lola Adebiyi, Allegheny County

Emily Mosher, Pittsburgh , University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

Molly Oken, Pittsburgh



Danielle Burton, Fox Chapel, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine
Lyndee Feick

Caroline Kettering , Pittsburgh , University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Medical Student
Valerie Gobao, Pittsburgh , MD

Laura Marengo, Pittsburgh

Dani Oken, Pennsylvania

Rebecca Oken-Tatum

Laura Horowitz, Pittsburgh, Prevention Point Pittsburgh, volunteer

Erin Womack, Pittsburgh

Pranali Gandhi, Allegheny County, Pitt

Skyler Oken

Chris Hensler, Medical Student

Emily Seltzer, Pittsburgh , Medical Student, Prevention Point Pittsburgh Volunteer
Shawn Robinson, Pittsburgh

Randall Harley, Pittsburgh , University of Pittsburgh, Med student

Lauren Ballew, Pittsburgh , Bridge Outreach, Harm Reduction Specialist
Mackenzie Moon, Allegheny County, University of Pittsburgh, Medical student
Dani Oken, Pennsylvania

Adam Beers, Cheswick, Recovery Centers of America, Treatment Advocate
Leo Trillow, Pittsburgh

Denise Emmel, Allegheny County

Mary Gallagher, Bellevue, Retired hospital manager

Katelyn Ripple, Allegheny County, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Medical student
Michael Tikili, Allegheny County, AHN, Project Manager

Dave Lettrich, Greensburg PA, Bridge To The Mountains, Executive Director
Marilyn Fitzgerald , Fox Chapel , Prevention Point Pittsburgh, Volunteer
Maddie Lepore, Pittsburgh , UPMC Western Psychiatric , Nurse clinician
Kelly Ebbert, Hampton Twp, Live to Love Project, Director

Mark Van Camp, Pittsburgh , Live to Love Project

Sarah Papperman , Edgewood

Michelle Zhang, Allegheny County, UPMC , Medical Student

Grace Han, Fox Chapel

David Han, Fox Chapel, Prevention Point Pittsburgh

Michael Granovetter, Pittsburgh , MD-PhD Student



Donna Kell, Pittsburgh

Donald Bourne, Allegheny County, Medical student

Katrin Fieser, Westmoreland County , Sage’s Army , Director of Operations

Gwen Snyder, Vandergrift, PA, Sage's Army, Business Manager

Sophie Wecht, Allegheny County, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Medical Student
Laura Tucker

Koehler Powell, Pittsburgh , University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Medical Student

The Rev. Kristian Opat , Pittsburgh , Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh, Clergy

Alison Butler, Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Medical Student

Jeff Pellerin, Greensburg PA, N/A

Kimberly Ortiz

Jessica Hessler, Pittsburgh, Elevyst

Alexandra Pusateri, Allegheny County, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Medical Student
Kevin Dowling, Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

Stacey Eckman, Westmoreland County, Student-GCU~Major-Addiction Counselor, Advocate Lost Dreams
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Calla Kainaroi, Pittsburgh

Gretchen Shelesky, MD, MS, Indiana Township
Alexander Perla, Monroeville/South Side/Wexford, Jade Wellness Center, Director of Admissions and
Marketing
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Anna, Cohen, UPMC, Physician
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Lauren Oberle-Hall, Pittsburgh, Prevention Point

Dan Davis, Pittsburgh

Greg Griffith, Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh, Implementation Specialist

Gillian Kruszka, O’Hara, UPMC, Physician

Ann McGaffey, Pittsburgh, UPMC St. Margaret Family Medicine Residency Program, Faculty member
Sanketh Proddutur, Glenshaw, Physician

Lindsey Dove, O'Hara Township , UPMC, Physician

Daniel Nelson, BSN-RN, EMT-P, BSPH, Allegheny County, Allegheny General Hospital, Registered Nurse
Daniel J. Garrighan, Richland Township, JADE Wellness Center, Facility Director

Sandra Sauereisen, Pittsburgh, UPMC, Medical Director

Rachel Fogel, Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

Abbie Scanio, Allegheny County, JADE Wellness Center, Vice President



Ann Giazzoni, Shaler Township, UPMC Health Plan, Senior Program Manager PH BH Integration
Jamie Martina, Allegheny County, Pitt GSPH, Student

Katherine Houston, Polish Hill

Martha Yablonsky, Forest Hills, Martha M. Yablonsky, M.S.Ed., NCC, LPC

Keelin Moehl, Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Medical Student

Thistle Elias, Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health, Assistant Professor
Cat Pressimone, Pittsburgh, Pitt

Richard Garland, South Park, Graduate School of Public Health, Assistant Professor

Sara Baumann

Elizabeth M. Felter, DrPH, MCHES, Edgewood

Vanessa Murray , Pittsburgh

Martha Ann Terry, PhD, Allegheny County, University of Pittsburgh, Associate Professor
Alexandria Palm, Allegheny County, CRNP

Leslie Carrese, Pittsburgh, Social Worker

Doree Simon

Molly Eggleston, Allegheny County

Joshua Schneider, Pittsburgh, Paramedic
Christina Mair, Hampton Township, University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health, Associate
Professor

Patricia Documet, Churchill, University of Pittsburgh, Public Health

Kevin Kelley, Turtle Creek

Stephanie Creasy, MPH, Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health
Jacob Kleinman, MD, Pittsburgh, Emergency Physician

Sandra Talbot, Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

Sarah Stadler, Pittsburgh, UPMC St. Margaret, Resident Physician

Rose Hart, Monroeville , Sages army

Mary Sligh

Jessica Meyers, Pittsburgh

Maria Guyette, Pittsburgh, Emergency Physician

Alice Bell, LCSW, Pittsburgh, Prevention Point Pittsburgh, Overdose Prevention Project Director
Ai Morii, RN, BSN, Pittsburgh, Prevention Point Pittsburgh, Volunteer

Deanna Wilson, Aspinwall , University of Pittsburgh

Divya Venkat, Allegheny County

Mike Mallon, Penn Hills

Paul Cooley, Pittsburgh, Prevention Point Pittsburgh, Board Member



Anna Frantz, Pittsburgh, Lead Social Worker

James J. Barum, Pittsburgh, Allegheny Health Network, Social Worker
Amanda Primrose, Allegheny County, Allegheny Health Network
Malcolm Visnich, Pittsburgh, Prevention Point Pittsburgh, Overdose Prevention Specialist
Erica Brusselars, Pittsburgh, ALC Court Watch, volunteer

Lauren Sims, Pittsburgh, Why Sew LLC, Owner

Jessica Milasich , Pittsburgh

Alison Clarke, Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh

Daniel Palka, Pittsburgh, Allegheny Health Network, Director

Jess Williams, Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Recovery Walk, Event Manager
Lilly Brindle, Upper St Clair, Gateway Rehab, Outreach Specialist
Robert Elser, Pittsburgh

Kala Cinker, Pittsburgh, Allegheny Health Network, Center for Inclusion Health - Addiction Medicien,
Physician Assistant

Cheri Norfolk , Allegheny County

Rachel Shuster, Connoquenessing, Certified Addictions Registered Nurse (CARN), Certified Allied
Addictions Practitioner (CAAP)

Naomi Weissman, Wilkinsburg, Pittsburgh Recovery Walk, Event Coordinator
Anita Leon-Jhong , Pittsburgh, Primary care and addiction medicine physician
Nicholas Harris, Pittsburgh, Physician

Dan Warner , Pittsburgh

Lori Lawrence, Allegheny County

Sarah Brooks, Pittsburgh, Allegheny Health Network, Social Worker

Geoffrey Neimark, Community Care Behavioral Health, Chief Medical Officer
Eric Hulsey, DrPH, Pittsburgh

Kelley McNichols

Adam Sledd, Downingtown

Jessica Northcott , Penn hills

Brent Thiel, MD, Ohara Township, UPMC Internal Medicine - Recovery Engagement Program
Daniel Doerr, Pittsburgh



