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May 7, 2020 

Cassarah Chu 
Gibson, Dunn, & Crutcher LLP 
200 Park A venue 
Floor 48 
New York, NY 10166 

Dear Cassarah Chu: 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
National Records Center 

P.O. Box 648010 
Lee's Summit, MO 64064-8010 

U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration 
Services 

COW2020000551 

PIN:306259 

Important Notification: During the national COVID-19 response, our capacity to process paper 
FOIA requests and deliver records by mail will be greatly reduced. 

To sign up for digital release, go to first.uscis.gov, create an account, and register your case using the 
Control Number: COW2020000551 and PIN: 306259. Read the enclosed yellow flyer for more details. 

We received your request for information relating to U Visa and Criminal History Records on February 
19, 2020. users initially referred your entire request to the DHS Privacy Office under Control Number 
COW2020000224. Upon reconsideration, users will respond to your requested Items 1-10, 1 l(a)-(g), 
and Items 12-13 under this new Control Number COW2020000551. Item 11 (h)-(p) will be referred to the 
DHS Privacy Office under another control number. You will receive a second letter regarding this 
referral. 

You specifically requested, 

"Item 1. Any users policy or policies issued or in effect at any time from 2015 to present referring or 
relating to the adjudication of U-visa petitions (Form 1-918) or applications for adjustment of status 
(Form 1-485) based on an underlying U-visa. 

2. Any users policy or policies issued or in effect at any time from 2015 to present referring or relating
to the relevance of an applicant's prior criminal contact in the adjudication ofU-visa petitions or
applications for adjustment of status based on an underlying U-visa. Such criminal contact may include,
for (;hampk, 1>ituations where charges were never filed against the applicant, situations where charges
were filed and dismissed, situations where the applicant was acquitted at trial of some or all charges, _
situations where the applicant entered a plea, and/or situations where records have been sealed. This
request encompasses policies with any reference to evidence of such contact including, without limitation,
policies regarding: the weight to be granted such evidence; the absence of such evidence; the weight to be
granted such absence; the withholding of such evidence by an applicant; the weight to be granted such
withholding; any presumptions related to any of the above considerations; any effect of any of the above
considerations on the exercise of discretion; and the procedures, protocols, or methods for review of such
cases.

3. Any change or modification to any policy that falls under items 1 or 2, whether or not such change or
modification is currently in force.

4. Any creation of any new policy that falls under items 1 or 2, whether or not such new policy is
currently in force.

5. Any abrogation of a previous policy that falls under items 1 or 2, whether or not such abrogation is
currently in force.
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g. Robert Law, Chief, Office of Policy and Strategy, USCIS;

h. The U.S. Department of Homeland Security ("OHS"), including OHS field offices, and any OHS
leadership or personnel;

i. U.S. Immigration & Customs Enforcement ("ICE"), including any ICE leadership or personnel;

j. U.S. Customs and Border Protection ("CBP"), including any CBP leadership or

personnel; 

k. The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), including the DOJ's Executive Office for Immigration Review
(EOIR), any immigration judge, or any other DOJ or EOIR leadership or personnel.

I. Any White House personnel, including any member of the President's Administration or Cabinet, any
Senior Advisor to the President, and any other White House advisor, acting official, or staff.

m. Any members of Congress or Congressional staff;

n. Any legal professionals, including immigration judges, immigration lawyers, other judges, or other
lawyers;

o. Any journalists or members of the news media; and

p. Any policy institutions, think tanks, research organizations, and/or other nongovernmental
organizations.

12. Standard operating procedures for waivers of inadmissibility for U-visa applicants under INA§
212(d)(3) & § 212(d)(14) from years 2015 to present.

13. Standard operating procedures for adjustment of status applications under INA§ 245(m) from years
2015 to present."

We will need to reach out to you at a later date to discuss the scope of your request. 

Your request is being handled under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 552). It 
has been assigned the following control number: COW202000055 l .  Please cite this number in all future 
correspondence about your request. 

We respond to requests on a first-in, first-out basis and on a multi-track system. Your request has been 
placed in the complex track (Track 2). 

Your request for a fee waiver has been granted. 

Consistent with 6 C.F.R. § 5.5(a) of the Department of Homeland Security (OHS) FOIA regulations, 
USCIS processes FOIA requests according to their order of receipt. Although USCIS' goal is to respond 
within 20 business days of receipt of your request, FOIA does permit a 10-day extension of this time 
period in certain circumstances. Due to the increasing number ofFOIA requests received by this office, 
we may encounter some delay in processing your request. Additionally, due to the scope and nature of 
your request, USCIS will need to locate, compile, and review responsive records from multiple offices, 
both at headquarters and in the field. USCIS may also need to consult with another agency or other 
component of the Department of Homeland Security that have a substantial interest in the responsive 
information. Due to these unusual circumstances, USCIS will invoke a 10-day extension for your request 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B). Please contact our office if you would like to limit the scope of your 
request or to agree on a different timetable for the processing of your request. We will make every effort 
to comply with your request in a timely manner. 
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