
JaVRQ LHRSROd <MaVRQOHRSROd@JPaLO.cRP>

RESUBMITTING/ReqXest for records Xnder the Freedom of Information Act
(e[pedited procesing)

OVW.FOIA <OVW.FOIA@usdoj.gov> Tue, Feb 2, 2021 at 9:57 AM
To: "jasonleopold@gmail.com" <jasonleopold@gmail.com>

Dear Requester Leopold,

This is to acknoZledge receipt of \our Freedom of Information Act request (e[pedited processing) dated Januar\ 11, 2021
and received in the Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) of the United States Department of Justice (DOJ) on
Januar\ 11, 2021 in Zhich \ou requested records regarding:

1. All records, such as emails, te[t messages, memos, letters, directives, intelligence bulletins and intelligence
assessments, threat assessments, situation report, mentioning or referring to the protests in Washington, DC  on Januar\
6, 2021 b\ supporters of President Donald Trump referred to as SAVE AMERICA RALLY and STOP THE STEAL and
MARCH FOR TRUMP and First Amendment demonstrations and OPERATION FIRST AMENDMENT. Please be sure this
search includes an\ correspondence sent and received b\ fusion centers, data centers and joint terrorism task forces;
FBI, the White House, Office of the President and Vice President and the E[ecutive Office of the President; Washington,
DC Ma\or's Office and Metropolitan Police Department; Department of Interior; Department of Defense and National
Guard Bureau in DC; an\ individual Senator and Congressman/CongressZoman and an\ House and Senate committee;
the US Capitol Police. The timeframe for this part of m\ request is December 1, 2020 through the date the search for
responsive records is located.

2. All records, such as emails, te[t messages, memos, letters, reports, after action reports, intelligence assessments and
bulletins, intelligence memoranda, social media postings, mentioning or referring to the Januar\ 6, 2021 speech b\
President Donald Trump at the Washington, DC protest and the subsequent insurrection and siege and STORM THE
CAPITOL, that took place at the Capitol building in Washington, DC on that date. The timeframe for this part of m\ request
is Januar\ 6, 2021 through the date the search for responsive records is conducted

For \our information, this Office assigns incoming requests to one of three tracks:  simple, complex, or
expedited.   Each request is then handled on a first-in, first-out basis in relation to other requests in the same
track.  Simple requests usuall\ receive a response in approximatel\ 20 business da\s, whereas complex
requests necessaril\ take longer.  At this time, \our request has been assigned to the simple track.  You ma\
wish to narrow the scope of \our request to limit the number of potentiall\ responsive records or agree to an
alternative time frame for processing, should records be located; or \ou ma\ wish to await the completion of
our records search to discuss either of these options. 

3. Photographs of these Januar\ 6, 2021 protests and the siege/insurrection that took place at the Capitol
building.

4. All records mentioning or referring to tweets b\ Donald Trump that contain the words PROTESTS,
RALLY, RALLIES ELECTION FRAUD, FRAUD, JANUARY SIXTH.

5. The call logs and briefing books for the directors of each Department of Justice component this request is
addressed. Please limit this search to Januar\ 6, 2021.

This Office has adopted a first in/first out practice of processing all incoming requests but notes the request
for expedited processing. Your request will be handled as quickl\ as possible. If \ou have an\ questions
regarding the status of \our request, \ou ma\ contact me b\ telephone at 202-514-5430 or \ou ma\ write to
me at Catherine.poston@usdoj.goY or United States Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against
Women, 145 N Street, NE, Suite 10W.121,Washington, D.C. 20530.
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You ma\ contact our FOIA Public Liaison at 202-514-5430 listed above for an\ further assistance and to
discuss an\ aspect of \our request. Additionall\, \ou ma\ contact the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation
services the\ offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park,
Mar\land 20740-6001; e-mail at ogis@nara.goY; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448;
or facsimile at 202-741-5769.

Sincerel\,                                                                   

Catherine M. Poston

Attorne\ Advisor

 



Jason Leopold <jasonleopold@gmail.com>

FOIA Request F21-00044

OPR NO-REPLY <NO-REPLY.OPR@XVdoj.goY> Mon, Feb 8, 2021 aW 10:36 AM
To: JaVon Leopold <jaVonleopold@gmail.com>

MU. Leopold,

We UeceiYed \oXU JanXaU\ 11, 2021 FUeedom of InfoUmaWion AcW (FOIA) UeTXeVW Wo Whe Office of PUofeVVional
ReVponVibiliW\ (OPR) Veeking:

1. All UecoUdV, VXch aV emailV, We[W meVVageV, memoV, leWWeUV, diUecWiYeV, inWelligence bXlleWinV and
inWelligence aVVeVVmenWV, WhUeaW aVVeVVmenWV, ViWXaWion UepoUW, menWioning oU UefeUUing Wo Whe pUoWeVWV in
WaVhingWon, DC on JanXaU\ 6, 2021 b\ VXppoUWeUV of PUeVidenW Donald TUXmp UefeUUed Wo aV SAVE
AMERICA RALLY and STOP THE STEAL and MARCH FOR TRUMP and FiUVW AmendmenW
demonVWUaWionV and OPERATION FIRST AMENDMENT, DecembeU 1, 2020 WhUoXgh Whe daWe Whe VeaUch;

2. All UecoUdV, VXch aV emailV, We[W meVVageV, memoV, leWWeUV, UepoUWV, afWeU acWion UepoUWV, inWelligence
aVVeVVmenWV and bXlleWinV, inWelligence memoUanda, Vocial media poVWingV, menWioning oU UefeUUing Wo
Whe JanXaU\ 6, 2021 Vpeech b\ PUeVidenW Donald TUXmp aW Whe WaVhingWon, DC pUoWeVW and Whe
VXbVeTXenW inVXUUecWion and Viege and STORM THE CAPITOL, WhaW Wook place aW Whe CapiWol bXilding in
WaVhingWon, DC on WhaW daWe, JanXaU\ 6, 2021 WhUoXgh Whe daWe Whe VeaUch;

3. PhoWogUaphV of WheVe JanXaU\ 6, 2021 pUoWeVWV and Whe Viege/inVXUUecWion WhaW Wook place aW Whe
CapiWol bXilding;

4. All UecoUdV menWioning oU UefeUUing Wo WZeeWV b\ Donald TUXmp WhaW conWain Whe ZoUdV: PROTESTS,
RALLY, RALLIES ELECTION FRAUD, FRAUD, JANUARY SIXTH; and

5. The call logV and bUiefing bookV foU Whe diUecWoUV of each DepaUWmenW of JXVWice componenW WhiV
UeTXeVW iV addUeVVed, JanXaU\ 6, 2021.

YoXU UeTXeVW haV been aVVigned UeTXeVW nXmbeU F21-00044. PleaVe UefeU Wo WhaW nXmbeU in an\ coUUeVpondence
peUWaining Wo WhiV maWWeU.

YoX haYe UeTXeVWed e[pediWed pUoceVVing of \oXU UeTXeVW pXUVXanW Wo Whe DepaUWmenW'V VWandaUd peUmiWWing
e[pediWion foU UeTXeVWV inYolYing "[a]n XUgenc\ Wo infoUm Whe pXblic aboXW an acWXal oU alleged fedeUal goYeUnmenW acWiYiW\,
if made b\ a peUVon pUimaUil\ engaged in diVVeminaWing infoUmaWion." 28 C.F.R. � 16.5(e)(1)(ii) (2019).  BaVed on Whe
infoUmaWion \oX haYe pUoYided, OPR haV deWeUmined WhaW \oXU UeTXeVW foU e[pediWed pUoceVVing VhoXld be gUanWed.
AccoUdingl\, OPR haV aVVigned \oXU UeTXeVW Wo oXU GoYeUnmenW InfoUmaWion SpecialiVW Zho Zill begin a VeaUch foU UecoUdV
UeVponViYe Wo \oXU UeTXeVW.  We Zill UeVpond Wo \oXU UeTXeVW aV Voon aV pUacWicable.

If \oX need an\ fXUWheU aVViVWance oU ZoXld like Wo diVcXVV an\ aVpecW of \oXU UeTXeVW pleaVe do noW heViWaWe Wo
conWacW OPR¶V FOIA PXblic LiaiVon aW Whe Welephone nXmbeU and addUeVV liVWed beloZ.

Thank \oX,

OPR FOIA
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NSD FOIA #21-092
1 message

Mallory, Arnetta (NSD) <Arnetta.Mallory@usdoj.gov> Tue, Feb 23, 2021 at 9:45 AM
To: jasonleopold@gmail.com <jasonleopold@gmail.com>

Jason Leopold

1669 Benedict Canyon Drive

Beverly Hills, CA 90210-2002

jasonleopold@gmail.com

Re: FOIA/PA #21-092

Dear Mr. Leopold:

This is to acknowledge your email dated January 11, 2021 for information pertaining to 1. All records, such as
emails, text messages, memos, letters, directives, intelligence bulletins and intelligence assessments, threat
assessments, situation report, mentioning or referring to the protests in Washington, DC on January 6, 2021 by
supporters of President Donald Trump referred to as SAVE AMERICA RALLY and STOP THE STEAL and MARCH FOR
TRUMP and First Amendment demonstrations and OPERATION FIRST AMENDMENT.  Our FOIA office received your
Freedom of Information Act request on January 11, 2021.

In response to the COVID-19 public health emergency, the NSD FOIA staff is teleworking full time.  Our FOIA operations
have been diminished while we are teleworking and our FOIA intake and FOIA processing will be slower than normal. 

Our policy is to process FOIA requests on a first-in, first-out basis.  Consistent with this policy, every effort will be made to
respond to your request as quickly as possible.  The actual processing time will depend upon the complexity of the
request, whether it involves sensitive or voluminous records, and whether consultations with other agencies or agency
components are appropriate. Also, the National Security Division does not handle Delegation of Authority.

You have requested expedited processing of your request under the Department of Justice standards permitting
expedition when a requester demonstrates a "compelling need."  A compelling need is defined as follows:

1. Failure to obtain requested records on an expedited basis could reasonably he expected to pose an imminent threat
to the life or physical safety of an individual; or

2. With respect to a request made by a person primarily engaged in disseminating information, urgency to inform the
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.
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You have demonstrated that there is a particular urgency to inform the public about an actual or alleged federal
government activity. Therefore, we have determined that your request for expedited processing is granted.

 

You may contact our Government Information Specialist, Arnetta Mallory, for any further assistance and to discuss any
aspect of your request at:

 

                U.S. Department of Justice

                Records and FOIA Unit

                3 Constitution Square

                175 N Street N.E. 12th Floor

                Washington, DC  20530

                (202) 233-2639

                               

Sincerely,           

 

 

Arnetta Mallory

Government Information Specialist         



U.S. Department of Justice 

Criminal Division 

Office of Enforcement Operations Washington, D.C. 20530 

VIA Electronic Mail February 26, 2021 

Mr. Jason Leopold 
BuzzFeed News 
1669 Benedict Canyon Drive 
Beverly, CA  90038 
jasonleopold@gmail.com 

Request No. CRM-301613021
Subject: Records pertaining to protests in 

Washington, DC on January 6, 2021 

Dear Mr. Leopold: 

This responds to your status inquiry dated February 19, 2021 concerning your pending 
Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Unit (FOIA/PA) request received on January 11, 2021 for 
records concerning the above-mentioned subject.  

Please be advised that your request is being processed on the complex track.  On average, 
it takes the FOIA/PA Unit 301 days to process a complex request.  At this time, your request has 
been pending for 30 business days. A search for responsive records is pending.  

You have also requested an estimated date of completion for this request.  As stated 
above, your request has been assigned to the complex track.  At this time, we estimate that this 
request will be completed within 6 months.  Please be advised that this is a preliminary estimate 
that will likely be modified as our searching is completed, and the volume and complexity of the 
material is evaluated.  We will be able to provide you with a more specific estimate after we 
have completed our search for responsive records. 

Your continued patience is appreciated and we apologize for the delays in the processing 
of your request.  Please feel free to follow up with the FOIA/PA Unit in sixty days if you would 
like another status update on your request.  

Sincerely, 

FOIA/PA Unit 
Criminal Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
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I am the senior inYestigatiYe reporter for Bu]]Feed NeZs and 
formerl\ senior 
inYestigatiYe reporter and on-air correspondent for VICE NeZs. 
Additionall\, 
m\ reporting has been published in The Guardian, The Wall 
Street Journal, 
The Financial Times, Salon, CBS MarketZatch, The Los Angeles 
Times, The
Nation, Truthout, Al Ja]eera English and Al Ja]eera America. 

I request a complete ZaiYer of all search and duplication 
fees. If m\ 
request for a ZaiYer is denied, I request that I be considered 
a member of 
the neZs media for fee purposes. 

Under 5 U.S.C. Á�552(a)(4)(A)(iii), k·«Documents shall be 
furnished Zithout an\ 
charge ... if disclosure of the information is in the public 
interest 
because it is likel\ to contribute significantl\ to public 
understanding of 
the operations or actiYities of the goYernment and is not 
primaril\ in the 
commercial interest of the requester.k·  Disclosure in this 
case meets the 
statutor\ criteria, as the records sought detail the 
operations and 
actiYities of goYernment. This request is also not primaril\ 
in m\
commercial request, as I am seeking the records as a 
journalist to anal\]e 
and freel\ release to members of the public. 

If I am not granted a complete fee ZaiYer, I request to be 
considered a 
member of the neZs media for fee purposes. I am Zilling to pa\ 
all 
reasonable duplication e[penses incurred in processing this 
FOIA request. 

I Zill appeal an\ denial of m\ request for a ZaiYer 
administratiYel\ and to 
the courts if necessar\. 
--

5VU�0UKP]PK\HS�-60(�9LX\LZ[

I request disclosure from the FBI of the folloZing 
INVESTIGATIVE and NON 
INVESTIGATIVE records. In addition to an ECF, TEXT, CRS and 
ELSUR and Cross 
Reference search, I request the FBI search the folloZing 
offices for 



responsiYe records. I Zill limit the search to the heads of 
each office and 
their immediate aides: 

Office of the Director, Deput\ Director, Associate Director, 
National Securit\ Branch 
Intelligence Branch 
Criminal, C\ber Branch 

RECORDS SOUGHT 

1. All photographs, Yideos, audio in possession of the bureau 
relating or 
referring to the STOP THE STEAL protest and the 
riot/INSURRECTION at the 
Capitol building in Washington, DC on Januar\ 6, 2021. 

2. All photographs, Yideo, audio in possession of the FBI 
relating or 
referring to STOP THE STEAL, INSURRECTION, and the riot at the 
Capitol 
building in Washington, DC in Zhich pro-Trump protesters 
stormed the Capitol 
building. 

3. All records, such as emails, memos, letters, directiYes, 
talking points, 
intelligence bulletins, reports, copies of social media 
postings, collected 
b\ the bureau, mentioning or referring to STOP THE STEAL 
protest, the 
riot/INSURRECTION at the Capitol building on Januar\ 6, 2021. 
Please be sure 
an\ search for responsiYe records also includes records and 
emails sent and 
receiYed to the folloZing domains: eRS.gRY, XVdRM.gRY, 
XVVV.dhV.gRY, 
dhV.gRY, VeQaWe.gRY, hRXVe.gRY, dRd.PiO or an\ Defense Department 
domain. 

4. All records from the offices and officials identified in 
this request 
relating or referring to a speech b\ President Donald Trump at 
the STOP THE 
STEEL protest in Washington, DC on Januar\ 6, 2021; an\ and 
all tZeets made 
b\ the @realdonaldtrump tZitter account on Januar\ 6, 2021; 
an\ records 
e[changed betZeen the bureau and Facebook and TZitter on 
Januar\ 6, 2021 
relating or referring to President Donald Trump's TZitter 
account. 

5. Director Christopher Wra\'s call log and briefing book for 
Januar\ 6,
2021.

B\ laZ, the FBI cannot cite b7a to Zithhold a Yast sZath of 
records Zithout 
conducting a document b\ document search to determine Zhat is 
segregable. 

Reasonabl\ Foreseeable Harm. The FOIA ImproYement Act of 2016 
amended the 
FOIA as folloZs (5 USC 552(a)(8)): 



,_WLKP[L�9LHZVU

(A) An agenc\ shallk·¯ 
(i) Zithhold information under this section onl\ ifk·¯ 
(I) the agenc\ reasonabl\ foresees that disclosure Zould harm 
an interest 
protected b\ an e[emption described in subsection (b); or 
(II) disclosure is prohibited b\ laZ; and 
(ii) (I) consider Zhether partial disclosure of information is 
possible 
ZheneYer the agenc\ determines that a full disclosure of a 
requested record 
is not possible; and 
(II) take reasonable steps necessar\ to segregate and release 
none[empt 
information. . . . 

FBI should not fail to meet the requirements of Section 552(a)
(8) Zhen 
processing m\ request and release responsiYe records to me in 
full or at
least in part. 

,_WLKP[L

I ask that m\ request be giYen e[pedited processing because 
there is an 
urgenc\ to inform the public about an actual or alleged 
federal goYernment 
actiYit\, and I am a person primaril\ engaged in disseminating 
information. 

As senior inYestigatiYe reporter at Bu]]Feed NeZs, I am a 
full-time member 
of the neZs media. I therefore qualit\ as a person primaril\ 
engaged in
disseminating information. 

A potential crisis is breZing as is the peaceful transfer of 
poZer. The
president of the United States incited a mob to attack the US 
capitol 
building. Four people are dead. The president has been 
parroting conspirac\ 
theories and noZ faces the Yer\ real possibilit\ of being 
remoYed from 
office. At the same time, this graYe breach of the Capitol 
raises questions 
about Zh\ laZ enforcement Zas not prepared, Zhat it kneZ and 
Zhen it kneZ it 
and the records I seek Zill proYide insight into these 
matters. 

It is crucial that m\ request be granted e[pedited treatment 
and records 
produced to me on an e[pedited basis so that I ma\ inform the 
public about 
these matters. 



These records are not being requested for commercial purposes. 
I intend to 
use these records to Zrite neZs stories and inform the public 
about actual 
goYernment actiYit\, concerning the noYel coronaYirus global 
pandemic. 

Bu]]Feed NeZs is a global neZs organi]ation Zith more than 100 
journalists 
stationed in North America, South America, Europe, Asia and 
the Pacific. 
Bu]]Feed NeZs has been recogni]ed as a k·«representatiYe of 
the neZs mediak·  
for fee assessment purposes b\ eYer\ federal agenc\ that has 
receiYed our 
FOIA requests. Thank \ou for \our consideration of this 
request. 

I certif\ the foregoing to be true and correct to the best of 
m\ knoZledge 
and belief. 
_/s/_________JL______________ 
Jason Leopold 

The Yer\ purpose of the FOIA is to lessen the publick·�s 
dependenc\ on 
official goYernment statements and open the underl\ing 
documents to public 
scrutin\. This is clearl\ an instance in Zhich e[pedited 
processing of a 
FOIA request is Zarranted. 

**

POHDVH EH DGYLVHG WKDW HIRLD@VXEVFULSWLRQV.IEL.JRY LV D QR-UHSO\ HPDLO DGGUHVV. QXHVWLRQV UHJDUGLQJ \RXU FOIA UHTXHVW
PD\ EH GLUHFWHG WR IRLSDTXHVWLRQV@IEL.JRY. II \RX KDYH UHFHLYHG D FOIPA UHTXHVW QXPEHU, SOHDVH LQFOXGH WKLV LQ DOO
FRUUHVSRQGHQFH FRQFHUQLQJ \RXU UHTXHVW. POHDVH QRWH HFOIPA UHTXHVWV DUH SURFHVVHG LQ WKH RUGHU WKDW WKH\ DUH
UHFHLYHG. II \RX KDYH QRW UHFHLYHG D FOIPA UHTXHVW QXPEHU, \RXU UHTXHVW LV LQ WKH SURFHVV RI EHLQJ RSHQHG DW ZKLFK WLPH
LW ZLOO EH DVVLJQHG D FOIPA UHTXHVW QXPEHU DQG FRUUHVSRQGHQFH ZLOO EH IRUWKFRPLQJ.

**

USRQ UHFHLSW RI \RXU FOIPA UHTXHVW QXPEHU, \RX PD\ FKHFN WKH VWDWXV RI \RXU FOIPA UHTXHVW RQ WKH FBIk¼�V HOHFWURQLF
FOIA LLEUDU\ (TKH 9DXOW) RQ WKH FBIk¼�V SXEOLF ZHEVLWH, KWWS://YDXOW.IEL.JRY E\ FOLFNLQJ RQ WKH k¼×CKHFN SWDWXV RI <RXU
FOI/PA RHTXHVW WRROk¼� OLQN. SWDWXV XSGDWHV DUH SHUIRUPHG RQ D ZHHNO\ EDVLV. II \RX UHFHLYH D FRPPHQW WKDW \RXU
FOIPA UHTXHVW QXPEHU ZDV QRW ORFDWHG LQ WKH GDWDEDVH, SOHDVH FKHFN EDFN DW D ODWHU GDWH.
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RE: [EXTERNAL EMAIL] - Request for estimated date of completion 1486989-000
1 message

FOIPAQUESTIONS <FOIPAQUESTIONS@fbi.gov> Mon, Feb 22, 2021 at 6:37 AM
To: jasonleopold@gmail.com <jasonleopold@gmail.com>

Good morning,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding the status of your Freedom of Information Act/Privacy (FOIPA) request.   A review of your request has
determined the following:

The request is presently in Initial Processing, where the assigned analyst is searching for, retrieving and reviewing potentially responsive
records. 

Requests are processed in the order in which they are received through our multi-track processing system.  Requests are divided into two
primary tracks--simple (under 50 pages of potentially responsive documents) and complex (over 50 pages of potentially responsive
documents).  Complex requests are further divided into medium, large, and extra-large sub-tracks based upon request size.  Simple track
requests typically require the least amount of time to process.  Currently, simple track cases average approximately 106 days from the date of
receipt for processing.  Our complex requests in the medium processing track are currently averaging 785 days, large processing track are
currently averaging approximately 1,695 days, and extra-large processing track are currently averaging 2,088 days for processing.

The search for responsive records is ongoing for your request, so we do not yet know into which track it will fall.  The estimated date of
completion is therefore based on the average processing time of complex requests in the large processing track.   Accordingly, the estimated
date on which the FBI will complete action on your request is 1,695 days from the date the FBI opened your request.  Once the search has been
completed, you may request an updated estimated date of completion.

Additional information regarding the Freedom of Information Act/Privacy is available at http://www.fbi.gov/ or http://www.fbi.gov/foia/.  If you
require additional assistance please contact foipaquestions@fbi.gov.

Please check the status of your request online at http://vault.fbi.gov by clicking on the “Check Status of Your FOI/PA Request” link.    Status
updates are performed on a weekly basis.  If your request does not yet appear in the system, please check back later in the week.

Respectfully,

Public Information Officer

FBI - Information Management Division

170 Marcel Drive

Winchester, VA  22602

O: (540) 868-4593

E: foipaquestions@fbi.gov

From: Jason Leopold <jasonleopold@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 6:46 PM 
To: FOIPAQUESTIONS <FOIPAQUESTIONS@FBI.GOV> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL EMAIL] - Request for estimated date of completion 1486989-000
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To Whom It May Concern,

I am formally requesting an estimated date of completion for this request which is 1486989-000

 

Best,

Jason

 

On Thu, Jan 7, 2021 at 2:28 PM <efoia@subscriptions.fbi.gov> wrote:

Individual Information

Prefix [          ] First Name Jason Middle Name [          ] Last Name Leopold Suffix [          ] Email jasonleopold@gmail.com Phone 2132704334
Location United States

Domestic Address

Address Line 1 1669 benedict canyon drive Address Line 2 [          ] City beverly hills State California Postal 90210

Agreement to Pay

How you will pay

I am requesting a fee waiver for my request and have reviewed the FOIA reference guide. If my fee waiver is denied, I am willing to pay
additional fees and will enter that maximum amount in the box below.

Allow up to $ 25

Proof Of Affiliation for Fee Waiver

Waiver Explanation

I am the senior investigative reporter for BuzzFeed News and formerly senior

investigative reporter and on-air correspondent for VICE News. Additionally,

my reporting has been published in The Guardian, The Wall Street Journal,

The Financial Times, Salon, CBS Marketwatch, The Los Angeles Times, The

Nation, Truthout, Al Jazeera English and Al Jazeera America.

 

I request a complete waiver of all search and duplication fees. If my

request for a waiver is denied, I request that I be considered a member of

the news media for fee purposes.

 

Under 5 U.S.C. Â§552(a)(4)(A)(iii), â€œDocuments shall be furnished without any

charge ... if disclosure of the information is in the public interest

mailto:efoia@subscriptions.fbi.gov
mailto:jasonleopold@gmail.com


because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of

the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the

commercial interest of the requester.â€  Disclosure in this case meets the

statutory criteria, as the records sought detail the operations and

activities of government. This request is also not primarily in my

commercial request, as I am seeking the records as a journalist to analyze

and freely release to members of the public.

 

If I am not granted a complete fee waiver, I request to be considered a

member of the news media for fee purposes. I am willing to pay all

reasonable duplication expenses incurred in processing this FOIA request.

 

I will appeal any denial of my request for a waiver administratively and to

the courts if necessary.

--

Documentation Files

Non-Individual FOIA Request

Request Information

I request disclosure from the FBI of the following INVESTIGATIVE and NON

INVESTIGATIVE records. In addition to an ECF, TEXT, CRS and ELSUR and Cross

Reference search, I request the FBI search the following offices for

responsive records. I will limit the search to the heads of each office and

their immediate aides:

 

Office of the Director, Deputy Director, Associate Director,

National Security Branch

Intelligence Branch

Criminal, Cyber Branch

 

RECORDS SOUGHT

 

1. All photographs, videos, audio in possession of the bureau relating or

referring to the STOP THE STEAL protest and the riot/INSURRECTION at the

Capitol building in Washington, DC on January 6, 2021.



 

2. All photographs, video, audio in possession of the FBI relating or

referring to STOP THE STEAL, INSURRECTION, and the riot at the Capitol

building in Washington, DC in which pro-Trump protesters stormed the Capitol

building.

 

3. All records, such as emails, memos, letters, directives, talking points,

intelligence bulletins, reports, copies of social media postings, collected

by the bureau, mentioning or referring to STOP THE STEAL protest, the

riot/INSURRECTION at the Capitol building on January 6, 2021. Please be sure

any search for responsive records also includes records and emails sent and

received to the following domains: eop.gov, usdoj.gov, usss.dhs.gov,

dhs.gov, senate.gov, house.gov, dod.mil or any Defense Department domain.

 

4. All records from the offices and officials identified in this request

relating or referring to a speech by President Donald Trump at the STOP THE

STEEL protest in Washington, DC on January 6, 2021; any and all tweets made

by the @realdonaldtrump twitter account on January 6, 2021; any records

exchanged between the bureau and Facebook and Twitter on January 6, 2021

relating or referring to President Donald Trump's Twitter account.

 

5. Director Christopher Wray's call log and briefing book for January 6,

2021.

 

By law, the FBI cannot cite b7a to withhold a vast swath of records without

conducting a document by document search to determine what is segregable.

 

Reasonably Foreseeable Harm. The FOIA Improvement Act of 2016 amended the

FOIA as follows (5 USC 552(a)(8)):

 

(A) An agency shallâ€”

(i) withhold information under this section only ifâ€”

(I) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest

protected by an exemption described in subsection (b); or

(II) disclosure is prohibited by law; and

(ii) (I) consider whether partial disclosure of information is possible

whenever the agency determines that a full disclosure of a requested record

http://eop.gov/
http://usdoj.gov/
http://usss.dhs.gov/
http://dhs.gov/
http://senate.gov/
http://house.gov/
http://dod.mil/


is not possible; and

(II) take reasonable steps necessary to segregate and release nonexempt

information. . . .

 

FBI should not fail to meet the requirements of Section 552(a)(8) when

processing my request and release responsive records to me in full or at

least in part.

Expedite

Expedite Reason

I ask that my request be given expedited processing because there is an

urgency to inform the public about an actual or alleged federal government

activity, and I am a person primarily engaged in disseminating information.

 

As senior investigative reporter at BuzzFeed News, I am a full-time member

of the news media. I therefore quality as a person primarily engaged in

disseminating information.

 

A potential crisis is brewing as is the peaceful transfer of power. The

president of the United States incited a mob to attack the US capitol

building. Four people are dead. The president has been parroting conspiracy

theories and now faces the very real possibility of being removed from

office. At the same time, this grave breach of the Capitol raises questions

about why law enforcement was not prepared, what it knew and when it knew it

and the records I seek will provide insight into these matters.

 

It is crucial that my request be granted expedited treatment and records

produced to me on an expedited basis so that I may inform the public about

these matters.

 

These records are not being requested for commercial purposes. I intend to

use these records to write news stories and inform the public about actual

government activity, concerning the novel coronavirus global pandemic.

 

BuzzFeed News is a global news organization with more than 100 journalists



stationed in North America, South America, Europe, Asia and the Pacific.

BuzzFeed News has been recognized as a â€œrepresentative of the news mediaâ€ 

for fee assessment purposes by every federal agency that has received our

FOIA requests. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

 

I certify the foregoing to be true and correct to the best of my knowledge

and belief.

_/s/_________JL______________

Jason Leopold

 

 

The very purpose of the FOIA is to lessen the publicâ€™s dependency on

official government statements and open the underlying documents to public

scrutiny. This is clearly an instance in which expedited processing of a

FOIA request is warranted.

**

Please be advised that efoia@subscriptions.fbi.gov is a no-reply email address. Questions regarding your FOIA request may be directed to
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you have received a FOIPA request number, please include this in all correspondence concerning your request.
Please note eFOIPA requests are processed in the order that they are received. If you have not received a FOIPA request number, your request
is in the process of being opened at which time it will be assigned a FOIPA request number and correspondence will be forthcoming.

**

Upon receipt of your FOIPA request number, you may check the status of your FOIPA request on the FBIâ€™s electronic FOIA Library (The
Vault) on the FBIâ€™s public website, http://vault.fbi.gov by clicking on the â€˜Check Status of Your FOI/PA Request toolâ€™ link. Status
updates are performed on a weekly basis. If you receive a comment that your FOIPA request number was not located in the database, please
check back at a later date.

 

--

Jason Leopold | BuzzFeed News | Senior Investigative Reporter | (213) 270-4334 | @jasonleopold
6824 Lexington Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90038
Signal: (213) 270-4334 and (646) 379-1975 

Send me documents and tips, anonymously and securely: tips.buzzfeed.com

My personal PGP

My BuzzFeed PGP fingerprint: 46DB 0712 284B 8C6E 40FF 7A1B D3CD 5720 694B 16F0

mailto:efoia@subscriptions.fbi.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@fbi.gov
http://vault.fbi.gov/
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/author/jasonleopold
http://tips.buzzfeed.com/
https://pgp.mit.edu/pks/lookup?op=get&search=0xBB956DE4EA6F45BA
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