MINNESOTA DOCTORS
FORHEALTH EQUITY

February 8, 2021

Governor Tim Walz

Lt Governor Peggy Flanagan

Speaker of the Minnesota House Melissa Hortman
Minnesota Senate Majority Leader Paul Gazelka

Minnesota Department of Health Commissioner Jan Malcolm

Minnesota Department of Human Services Commissioner Jodi Harpstead

Minnesota’s COVID-19 vaccination strategy needs a heavy dose of racial and health equity. In
the wake of emerging evidence about inequities throughout the Phase 1a & 1b rollout,
Minnesota’s leaders must recognize that our distribution plans and outcomes directly reflect

our implicit and explicit valuation of equity.

Efficiency and speed cannot stand as excuses to push equity aside. Our overemphasis on

urgency has contributed to colorblind vaccination strategies which_reinforce rather than combat

the disparate harms of structural racism evident throughout this pandemic.

As Minnesota continues to rapidly develop our vaccine deployment infrastructure, overreliance
on existing health systems, employers, and retail pharmacies is likely to contribute further to
inequities in access. To progress forward, equity must be emphasized. Deployment
infrastructure must prioritize vaccination of marginalized populations, emphasize data
transparency with regard to sociodemographic characteristics of vaccine recipients, and

promote community-engaged outreach efforts.


https://www.lawyerscommittee.org/more-than-half-of-states-fail-to-follow-cdc-race-and-ethnicity-data-reporting-directives-during-covid-19-vaccine-distribution/
https://www.lawyerscommittee.org/more-than-half-of-states-fail-to-follow-cdc-race-and-ethnicity-data-reporting-directives-during-covid-19-vaccine-distribution/
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This moment demands ethical, evidence-based, and equitable action. As community
organizations and other entities committed to health justice, we stand in solidarity and urge the

following action steps:

1. Race, ethnicity, and language data on vaccine recipients must be made publicly
available for immediate review.

2. As with Phase 1a, Phase 1b must provide clear, ethical and equitable guidance on who
should be sub-prioritized for vaccination, along with resources for distribution best
practices that include:

a. A vaccine distribution framework that directly engages community leaders,
utilizing community centers, churches, temples, mosques, shelters, and other

trusted areas as distribution sites.

b. Individuals working in close quarters such as meat packing plants, living in

congregate settings, experiencing homelessness, civilly committed, and

incarcerated individuals, are at particularly high risk for contracting and spreading
COVID-19, disproportionately hail from historically marginalized communities,
and should be prioritized in the response.

c. The threat of penalty for providers that fail to meet the arbitrary threshold of 90%
of doses administered at 3 days should be removed and replaced with a
measure that captures, and ideally incentivizes, equitable distribution of vaccines
according to the state’s updated Phase 1b guidance.

d. Once distribution sites expand in geographic areas hit hardest by COVID-19,
members of those communities should be prioritized. Further,the voices of
community leaders must be heeded to apply their own need criteria, rather than

allowing outsiders, often with greater resources, to plunder a limited supply.



https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/02/01/racial-inequality-covid-vaccine/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1054139X20306583?dgcid=author
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/02/health/white-people-covid-vaccines-minorities.html
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e. Vaccine distribution phases must recognize that prioritization by age alone

exacerbates disparities and misrepresents the disproportionate toll of COVID-19
among Black, Native American, Asian, and Hispanic populations who are

younger on average yet face higher risk of exposure and death.

3. The voices of community leaders must be heeded and uplifted to address vaccine
hesitancy. This is especially crucial among communities whose trust has been
historically and continually violated by the medical community’s reliance on structures

rooted in racism and neglect.

Distributing vaccines to millions of Minnesotans is no easy task. However, the disproportionate
impacts of COVID-19 have been evident since the pandemic’s earliest stages. Minnesota has
a critical opportunity to lead with equity in our COVID-19 vaccine distribution strategy while
renewing our commitment to transparency and accountability in vaccine outreach and data

reporting.

Sincerely,

Michael Aylward, MD on behalf of Minnesota Doctors for Health Equity

Mary J. Owen, MD, Director Center of American Indian and Minority Health

Sarah Traxler, MD on behalf of Twin Cities Medical Society

Andrew Slattengren, DO, FAAFP, President of Minnesota Academy of Family Physicians
Willis Schuerger, President of Outreach Healthcare Interest Group

Sheldon Berkowitz, MD,FAAP, President, Minnesota Chapter of the American Academy of
Pediatrics

Rosa Tock, Executive Director, Minnesota Council on Latino Affairs (MCLA)

Adrian Rafael Magana, Legislative & Policy Director for the Minnesota Council on Latino
Affairs

Hannah Lichtsinn, MD, on behalf of the Minnesota Immigrant Health Alliance

Dionne Hart, MD, Minnesota Association of African American Physicians


https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6947e3.htm#T2_down
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6947e3.htm#T2_down
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11606-020-06081-w
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2770954
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Maria Veronica Svetaz, MD, MPH, FSAHM, FAAFP, MOM, "Aqui Para Ti/Here for you," Medical
Director

Department of Pediatrics Assistant Professor, School of Medicine, U of MN, SAHM, Diversity
Committee Chair

Haley Peterson, Our Stories. Our Health

Defend Glendale & Public Housing Coalition

Jeremy Hanson Willis, CEO, JustUs Health

Sara Wiggins, DNP, BSN, RN, PNH, President, Minnesota Black Nurses Association
Allison Holt, MD, FAPA, President, Minnesota Psychiatric Society

Sara Wernick Schonwald, M.A.Ed., RCST, Principal of Listen to Lead

Healthy Alliances Matter, LLC

Healthy Alliances Matter for Al

Health Equity Northland Collaborative

Melvin Carter, Mayor, City of Saint Paul

Jaime Tincher, Deputy Mayor, City of Saint Paul

Toni Carter, Chair, Ramsey County Board of Commissioners

Peter Thomas, JD, MA, CHC, Minnesota Doctors for Health Equity

Susan N. Leppke, MPH, Minnesota Doctors for Health Equity

Rohan Khazanchi, MPH Candidate, University of Minnesota School of Public Health; MDHEQ
Terra Carey, MPH

Hannah Lichtsinn, MD FAAP

Wendy Woster, MD

Zachary Shaheen, MD/PhD

Rachel Gordon, MD, St. Luke's

Prasanna Vankina, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School

Jena Wirt, DO, MPH

Kriti Prasad, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School

Phil Plager, MD

Arman Shahriar, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School

Beth Thielen, MD, PhD

Abigail Houts, MD

Leah Jordan, MD, University of Minnesota

Jessica Hansen, DO, FAAP, Allina Health

Marcia Weimerskirch MD
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William Wagner MD

Trisha K Paul, MD

Nicole P. Sandhu, MD, PhD, FACP

Kelsey Echols, MD

Shirlee Xie, MD, Hennepin Healthcare
Christine Schmitz,MD

Alice Mann, MD, MPH

Bridget Zepeda

Lan Luu, MD, MPH, Allina Health

Samreen Vora, MD, MHAM, Children's Minnesota
Johannah Scheurer, MD, FAAP, University of Minnesota Department of Pediatrics
Sara Friedman

Jill M. Jasperson, MSPAS, PA-C

Jennifer Kablan

Sahar Lotfi-Emran, MD, PhD

Kacia Lee, MD, Hennepin Healthcare

Elizabeth Goelz, MD

Adriana Dhawan, MD

Nicole Stoik, MD, FACEP

Jenny Chomilo, MN, RN, PHN

Heidi Walz, MD, EPPA

Matthew Bauer, OD, Open Cities Health Center
Charleen Balcer, DO

Ashley Koller, PA-C, Allina WestHealth

Adam Langenfeld, MD, PhD, Developmental Behavioral Pediatrics Fellow, University of
Minnesota

Andrea Wynands, PA-S, EMT

Jill M. Jasperson, MSPAS, PA-C

Heather Hamernick MD

Jessica Cici, MD

Terra Shockman, MD

Michaela Tsai, MD

Brittany Bradley, PA-C, Allina Health

Ellen Adams, MD, MHealth Hospital Medicine
Alyssa S Maizan, APRN, CNP
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Claire McNeil, MD Allina Health

Caroline Lochungvu

Jara Hoyt

Elena Cowen Bantle, PA-S, College of Saint Scholastica
lan Schonwald

Veeti Tandon, MD Allina Health

Scott Friedman

Ryan Jelinek, DO, Hennepin Healthcare
Catherine Benziger, MD MPH, Essentia Health
Brooklyn Leitch, MD

Linh Ngo, DO, Hennepin Healthcare

William Wagner MD

Paul J. Strain, MS4, University of Minnesota Medical School
Lauren Witebsky, AGACNP, APRN

Kristi E. White, Ph.D., LP, ABPP

Sarah Polcher, DO

Jeanette Beger

Laurel Ries, MD, Family Physician in St. Paul, MN
Debra Brandau-Akermann, BSN, RN

Barbara S Tani

Tracy Prosen, MD, Hennepin Health

Anushree Bora, MD

Emily Baynard

Judy-Ann Ehrlich

Katie Dodd

Taylor Granlund McMillan

Katy Miller, MD, University of Minnesota

Sonia Zechmann, MD Park Nicollet

Sarah Ray, MD

Mollika Sajady, DO, MPH

Jean Watson, MD

Leslie King-Schultz, MD, MPH

Andrea Westby, MD FAAFP

Stephanie Fritch Lilla, MD

Daniel Schnobrich, MD, University of Minnesota
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Tori Bahr, MD, Gillette Children's Specialty Healthcare

Erik Storlie, MD, Lead Physician, Abbott Northwestern Hospitalist Service
Svatava Merkle, MD, Pediatric Resident at the University of Minnesota
Marit Knutson, MD, Children’s Minnesota

Katie Parker, DO

Tess Michielutti, MD

Hani Ahmed, MD

Lindsey Chmielewski, MD

Matt Young, MD, Hennepin Healthcare

Stephanie Aldrin, MD

Thomas Schmidt, MD

Alex Conway, MPH

Melissa Plesac, MD

Kelsey Crow, University of Minnesota Medical Student

Hope Frisch, DO, FACOG

Nadia Malik MD, Allina Health

Fatima Jiwa, MD, Partners in Pediatrics

Stephanie Stanton, MD, FAAFP

Anam Hasan

Susan Smith, RN, Hennepin Healthcare

Sarah N. Cross, MD

Nasreen Quadri, MD

Shonalie Leville MD

Craig Roth MD

Allison Wesr, MD. Haugen Ob/Gyn, Infinite Health Collaborative

Nneka Sederstrom, PhD, MPH, MA, FCCP, FCCM Chief Health Equity Officer, Hennepin
Healthcare

Alison Bormann, MD Allina Health

Isabel Pereira, DO, MPH

Tseganesh Selameab, MD, FACP

Erin Westfall, DO, FACOFP, University of Minnesota/Mayo Clinic Health System
Jenny Ellison, Sr. Clinic Manager, University of Minnesota Physicians
Catherine M Bendel, MD, Associate Professor of Pediatrics, University of Minnesota Medical
School

Amy Moe, PA-C, MPAS
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Kelly V. Robinson, RN, President/CEO of Black Nurses Rock-Twin Cities Chapter
Rachel Téllez, MD

Mary Erickson, MD

Prince Corbett, MPA

Kim Tjaden, MD, MPH, FAAFP

Evan McKay, MD

Saida Yassin MD

Kristin Stoner, MD

Iris Wagman Borowsky, MD, PhD

Beth Mork MD

Steve Borowsky MD MPH

Sandy Liu, MD

Emily Halverson, MD, Internal Medicine & Pediatrics Residency, University of Minnesota
Max Fraden, MD, HCMC

Mark Brakke, MD, Health Care for All MN

Christine Gagnon, PA-S, College of St. Scholastica

Jon Hallberg, MD

Lisa Barnes, PA

Michaela McCuddy, MD

LeeAnn Bera, MD, Pulmonary Rehab Director at M Health Fairview Lakes Medical Center
Cynthia R. Howard, MD, MPH, Professor of Pediatrics, University of Minnesota
Amy Cho, MD

Abbe Penziner-Bokde, MD, MNAAP, MN School Based Health Alliance

Meredith Bourne, MD, Adjunct Assistant Professor, University of Minnesota Department of
Family Medicine and Community Health

Christina Dunn, MD, FAAP, FACP, M Health Fairview

Abbe Penziner-Bokde, MD, MNAAP, MN School Based Health Alliance
Christopher Reif, MD, MPH, MAFP Equity Task Force

Sarah Schmitz-Burns, MD

Tina Johnson, MD

Adriana Dhawan, MD

Sofia Ali, MD, MPH

Kristina Krohn, MD

Laura Pattison, MD

Eduardo Medina MD, MPH
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Sara Friedman

David J. Willis, MD, HealthPartners &Park Nicollet

Melanie Lo, MD, MHS, Hennepin Healthcare

Nicole Larson, BSN, RN

Emily Mishek, MPH

Zachary Nelson, PharmD, BCPS, BCIDP

Lane Patten, MD

Sonia Zechmann, MD Park Nicollet

Shehla Kamal MD

Hiba Bashir, MD, FAAAAI, MHealth Fairview

Sarah Lenhardt, MD

Lindsey Christ

Abigail DelLisle, PA-S

Kim Tjaden, MD, MPH, FAAFP

Bradford C. Teslow, advocate

Tanner Nissly, DO, University of Minnesota Department of Family Medicine and Community
Health

Sherry Jester, MD

Lisa Roazen, MD, FACEP

Joshua Thompson, MD, MPH

Jeffrey Sachs, MD

Kathryn Freeman, MD

Charles Vang, MD, Medical Counsel for Hmong 18 Council

Mary Rapps, MHA, Executive Director, Generations Health Care Initiatives
Linda E. Krach, MD

Anisha Rimal MD

Savannah Nelles, MS3, UMN Medical School

Laura Miller, MD, MPH, University of Minnesota

Elizabeth Baldwin, MS, MD, HealthPartners

Patrick Hadorn, DO, FACP, FAAP

Rachel Feliciano, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School
Shary Vang, MD

Britt Ehlert, MD

Ardiana Vuljaj, MD, University of Minnesota Internal Medicine Residency
Joe Strangfeld, PA-C Hennepin Healthcare
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Susan Leonard, MD

Sonja Short, MD

Timothy Ramer MD, FAAFP. Program Director, UMMC FM Residency Program
Harika Nalluri MD

Ramla N. Kasozi, MD MPH - University of Minnesota Resident Physician in Family Medicine
(PGY3); Minnesota Academy of Family Physicians Resident Director

Christy Atkinson, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School
Rosemary Liu, MD, University of Minnesota Internal Medicine-Pediatrics Residency
April Wilhelm, MD, MPH, University of Minnesota

Erica Monroe PA-C, Hennepin Healthcare

Laura Lara, BA, Medical student, University of Minnesota Medical School
Michael Burgdorf, MS4, University of Minnesota Medical Shool

Anne-Marie Mischel MD, fellow Hospice and Palliative Medicine

Alex Vosooney, MD

Emily Sirek, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School

Molly Gruber, DO

Margot Zarin-Pass, MD, University of Minnesota

Drew Rosielle MD, FAAHPM. University of Minnesota & Fairview Health Services
Lacy Schwarze, MD

Julia Weston, MS3, University of Minnesota Medical School

Nicholas Byram

Jessica Hane, MD, University of Minnesota

Lauren Dorsey-Spitz, DO

Lisa Skarling, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School

Thuy Nguyen-Tran, MD

Jenny Zhang, MD (Co-chair PNHP-MN)

Claudia Chou, MD

Emily Friedrichsen, MD, United Family Medicine Residency Program, Allina Health
Michele Allen MD, MS

Katherine L Johnson, MD, Allina Health United Family Physicians

RaeAnn Hagen MSW LICSW

Bryan Leyva, MD

Adric Mueller

Dana Battles,MD

Khurram Janjua, MD, lllinois center for Neurological and Behavioral Medicine
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Cindy Swanholm, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School
Mackenzie Maki, MS4, University of Minnesota Medical School

Maryssa Poderzay, MS4, University of Minnesota

Elizabeth Baldwin, MS, MD, HealthPartners

Hilary Royston, MD

Katie A. Loth, PhD, MPH, RD, Assistant Professor - University of Minnesota Medical School
Joseph Renier, MD

Shelbie Shelder, MS4, UMN Medical School

Kelsey Carignan, MD

Elizabeth Hirsch, PharmD, FCCP; University of Minnesota College of Pharmacy
David Thao, MD

Emma Schempf, MD

Nicole Williams Doonan, MD

Ncha Xiong, MD

Annette Nijjar, MD. Program Director, UMN Hospice and Palliative Medicine Fellowship
Jennifer Stong, MD

Sonia Zechmann, MD Park Nicollet

Magdaleine Coit

Ashley Bjorklund, MD, Medical Director Pediatric ICU, Hennepin Healthcare; Program Director,
UMN

Pulmonary/Critical Care Medicine Fellowship

Michael Rhodes, MD

Rachael Gotlieb, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School

Paul Odenbach MD

Chee Vang, MD

Deborah Buchman, MD, Southdale Pediatrics

Gigi Chawla MD

Molly F Wyman MD

Amy Brendel, MD, FACP

Jasmine Swyningan Bedford, MA, MPH, MDHEQ Racial Equity Workgroup Lead
Alison Warford, MD

Kendahl Moser-Bleil, MD

Anna Ayers Looby, MPH, MS4 of UMN Medical School

Elizabeth Hofbauer, MD Allina Health

Katie Beck-Esmay, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School
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McKenzie Tolan, MD

Meg Kersey-Isaacson, MD, Allina Health

Mary L Anderson, MD

Tsige Gebreslasse, MD, Department of Medicine, University of Minnesota
Molly F Wyman MD

Kharmen Bharucha, MS3, UMN Medical School

RaeAnn Hagen MSW LICSW

Ashley Wittrock, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School
Spencer Cahoon, BSN, MHA, Allina Health

Joel Giffin, DO, Allina Health United Family Physicians

Hanna Nedrud, MD, University of Minnesota

Vayong Moua, MPA, current Bush Fellow, Racial Health Equity Advocate
Jaime Martlnez, M.Ed.

William Minteer, MD, MN Internal Medicine Resident

Elizabeth Rogers, MD, MAS

Stephen Selinsky, MD, University of Minnesota Dept of Pediatrics

Sarah Nelson, MD, Generations Health Care Initiatives

Olihe Okoro, PhD, MPH, University of Minnesota, College of Pharmacy and Health &
Environmental Equity Committee, NAACP Duluth Branch

Tara Rick, PA-C, M Health Fairview, St Catherine University

Molly Yang, MD

Rachel Hardeman PhD, MPH, Blue Cross Endowed Professor of Health and Racial Equity,
University of MN School of Public Health

Kaisa Schmitz, DO

Christine Danner, PhD, LP

Adrina Kocharian, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School
Marin Olson, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School
James Pathoulas, MS3, UMN Medical School

Tiffany Froid

Anupam Kharbanda, MD, Children’s Minnesota

Michael Ornes

Noah Sanders

Tyler Reitzner, Trauma Responsive Advocate

Michelle Brasure, PhD, MSPH, MLIS

Rachel Staebell, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School
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Scott Nelson, MD, Allina Health, Abbott Northwestern Hospital

Elena Galindo, MD, University of Minnesota Pediatric Residency

Sinisa Vujkovic, MD

Anjali Goel MD MHealth Fairview

Lauren Witebsky, AGACNP, APRN

Cassandra Beardsley, Executive Director, Wilderness Health

Brian Berglund, MD

Beret Fitzgerald, MS4 University of Minnesota

Roberto Lopez Cervera, Medical Student, University of Minnesota Medical School
Cuong Pham MD

Elena Galindo, MD, University of Minnesota Pediatric Residency

Ryan Greiner MD

Peter Melchert, MD - Allilna Health

Khaled Mohammed, MD

Lindsay Ryan, MD

Lauren Peterson, MS, MPAS, PA-C

Meghan Rothenberger, MD University of Minnesota and Minneapolis VA Medical Center
Lauren Carlson, MD

Jenna Robinson, Medical Student at University of Minnesota Medical School
Katherine Lingras, PhD, LP, University of Minnesota

Nicole Chaisson, MD, MPH

Foram Mankodi MD

Santana Sanchez

Katie Sadak, MD M Health Fairview

Karen Borchert, MD, University of Minnesota Dept of Family Medicine and Community Health
Stephanie E. Rosener, MD, IBCLC, Program Director, United Family Medicine Residency
Program

Lee Haggenjos, MD

Tiffany Froid

Beret Fitzgerald, MS4 University of Minnesota Medical School

Londyn Robinson, MS4 University of Minnesota Medical School



