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7 CHAPTER XXXl

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

What is an Unidentificd Flying Object (UFFO)? Well, according to United States
Air Force Rcgulation 80-17 (dated 1Y September 1966), a ULFO is “*Any acrial Phe-
nomenon or objuct which is unknown or appears to be out of the ordinary to the
observer.” This is a very broad definition which applics equally well to one individual
sceing his first noctilucent cloud at twilight as it dous to anuther individual secing
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.An object which behaves in a strange or erratic manner while moving through Earth’s
atmosphere. That strange phenomenon has cvoked strong emotions and great curiosity
among a large segment of our world’s population., The average person is interested
because he loves a mystery, the professional military man is involved becausc of
the possible threat to national security, and some scicntists are interested because
of the basic curiosity that led them into becoming rescarchers.
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The literawre on UFO’s is so vast, and the stories sc many and varied, that we
can only present a sketchy outline of the subject in this chapter. That outline in--
cludes description classifications, operational domains (temporal and spatial), some
theories as to the nature of the UFO phenomenon, human reactions, attempts to at-
tack the problem scientifically, and some tentative conclusions. If you wish to read
further in this area, the references provide an excellent starting point,
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33.1 DESCRIPTORS

One of the greatest problems you encounter when attempting to catalog UFO
sightings, is selection of a system for cataloging. No effective system has yet been
devised, although a number of different systems have been proposed. The net result

iy b

Ej is that almost all UFQ data are either wreated in the form of individual cases, or in
{}' the forms of inadequate classification systems. However, these systems do tend to
;3 have some common factors, and & collection of these fectors is as follows:
‘3 :- ' . : '.,.-P; -, ‘ ¢ o .:“‘-.. l ) . .
S a, Size T o
L C - b. Shape (disc, ellipse, football, etc,) _ "
‘;'i,;l ’ st . - - SRt e,
$. . ¢, Luminosity
bo SN
’ I ¢ ,
. d. Color
b -
: e. . Number of UFO’s
' Behavior )
: a, Location (altitude, direction, etc.) -

- . . b. Patterns of paths (straight line, ¢climbing, zig-zagging, etc.)
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. c, Flight charactei‘istics (wqbbling, fluttering, ete.)
d, Pcriodicicy of sightings

¢, Time duration

f. Curiosity or inquisitivgzness

; T . & Avoidance

o - h.:Hostiliry

Lo . ' Assocz’ated Effects

a. l;'lcctro-magnctic ~(c01;1pass, radio, ignition 8ystems, eté.)
b, Hadi'au:on (burns, induced radioacrivity, etc.)

C. CGround disturbance (dust stiri'ed-up, leaves moved, standing wavye pcaks on
surtace of water, etc,)

d. Sound (none, hissing, humming, roaring, thunderclaps, etc,)
e, Vibration {weak, strong, slow, fast)

f. Smell (ozone Or other odor)

g. Fiame (how much, where, when, color)

h. Smoke or cloud (amount, color, persistence)

i . g . 1. Debris (type, amount, color, Persistence)

Jo Inhibition of voluntary motion by observers -

K. Sighting of “‘creatures’’ or *‘beingg’” .
After Effects

a. Burned areas or animals

b, Dcprcsscd or flattened areag

¢. Dead or missing animajs

Mentally disturbed people

b

€. Missing itemg
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We ke noeauempt here o present available data in terms of the foregoing
wosariptors, ’

33.2 UPLAATIONAL DOMAINS—TEMPORAL AND SPATIAL

What we wgll Jdo here is to present evidence that UFO’s are a L.,Iolml phenomenon

which may have persisted for many thousands of years. During this discussion, pleasg

remember that the more ancient the reports the less sophisticated the observdr, -

Aot unly were the ancient obscrvers lacking the terminology necessary to describe
coiapiex devices (such as present day helicoprers) but they were also lacking the,
cuncepts neceszary to understund the true nature of such things as television, space-
shits, ruckets, nuclear weapons and radiation cffects. To some, the most advanced
technological councept was a war chariot with knife blades attached to the wheels.
By the same token, the very lack of accurate terminology and descriptions leaves
Ui more ancient reports open to considerable misinterpretation, and it may well
de that present evaluations of individual reports are completely wrong. Nevertheless,
let us starr with an inwriguing story in one of the oldest chronicles of India . . .the
Boouk of Dzyan,

bas book is a group of ‘‘story-teller’ legends which were finally gathered in
manuseript form whea maa learned o write. Une of the storics is of a small group.
of bewas who suppuscdly came to Larth many thousands of years ago in a inctal
cralt which orbited Larth scveral times before landing. As told in the Book *“l'hese

beings lived to themselves and were revered by ‘the humans among whom they had -

settled. But cven: wwally differences arose among them and they divided their numbers,
severatl of the men and women and some children settling in another cxty, where
they were promptly installed as rulers by the awe-stricken popu ace.”’

“*Separation did not bring peace to these people and ﬁnauy their anger reached a
point where the ruler of the originalcity took with him a small number of his warriors
and ticy rose into the air in a huge shining metal vessel. While they were many
lecagues from the city of their enemles, they launched a greart shining lance that
rode on a beam of light.”It burst apart in the city of their enemies with a great ball
of flame that shot up to the heavens, almost to the stars. All those who were in the
city were horribly burned and even those who were not in the city—but ncarby—were
burncd also, Those who looked upoen the lance and the ball of fire were blinded forever
afterward. Those who entered the city on foot became ill and died. Lven the dust of
the city was poisoncd, as were the rivers that flowed through it, Men dared not go
near i, and ar gradually crumblcd into dust and was forgom.n hy ncn.”

“When the lcader saw what he had done 1o his own people he retired to his palace
and refused 10 sece anyone. Then he gathered about him ghose of his warriors who
remained, and their wives and children, and they entered into their vessels and rose
one by one into the sky and sailed away, Nor did they return.”” -

Could this foregoing legend really be an account of an extraterrestrial coloniza-
tion, complete with guided missile, nuclear warhead and radlation effects? It is difficult
to assess the validity of that explenation ... just as [t is difficult to explain why

<
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Greck, Roman and Nordic My:holugy all discuss waryg and conflljcty anmoms ey

Gods,” (Lven the Bible records conflict between e legions of God gy, Nitiin,
Could it pbe that cach Eroup recorded thelr parochiag view of what was actunlly g
slobul conflicr among alien Colonists or visitors? Uy 150t that man by ted such g
violent exisience that be tends to CRpect conflictand violence among even his pods?,

Lvidence of perhaps an even en'rlicr pussible contact Was uncovered by Iscin
Pen lao or the University of Peking, He discovered astonishing carvyi BS i granire
On 2 mountain in Ilynap Province and op an island in |.ake Tungting. “Mese carvings
have been evaluated as 47,000 years old, and they show people with large wunkg
(breathing apparatus? .. . or “‘clephane’” heads shown o human bodjes? Remeniber,

- the Egy_p[i:;ns often represented their gods as animal heads on human bodies, )

Only 8,000 years ago, rocks were sculpted in the Tassili platcay of Sahara, depect-
Iy whar appcared to be humanp beings but wigh Strange round heads (helmets? of
. “'sun” heads on human bodies?) And cven more Trecently, in the Bible, Genesis (0:4)
tells of angels from the SKy mating with women of Larth, who bore them children,
Genesis  19:3. tells of Lot meeting two angels in the deserr and his later feeding
them ar his house, The Bible also tells a rather unusual story of Lzekicl wio wit-
nessed what has been interpreted by some to have been a Spacecraft or aircrafg
landing near the Chebar River ip Chaldea (593 B.C,). -

Lven the Irish have recorded Strange visitations, In the Speculum Regali in KNonungs

Skuggsa (and other accounts of the era about ys4 AD.) are TUMerous sturics of

“dcmonships” in the skies, In ope €ase a rope from one such ship became entangled

with part of 3 church. A man from the ship climbed down the rope to frec it, but

— Was scized by the lownspeople, The bishop made the People release the man, who

climbed back 1o the ship, where the crew cut the rope and the ship rose and sailed

out of sight. In all of his actions, the climbing man éppeared as if he were Swimming

in water. Stories such as this makes onpe wonder if the legends of the “little people”?
of Ireland were based upon Imagination alone, '

throughout the Middle Ages, including ap especially starding one of a U['Q over
: X London on 16 December 1742, However, we do not have room to include any more
: of the Middle Ages sightings, Instead, two “more-recent’’ sightings are contained
in this section 1o bring us up 10 modern times,

In 2 sworn statemient dated 21 April 1897, a Prosperous and Prominent farmer
named Alexander Hamilton (le Roy, Kansas, U.S.A.) told of an attack upon hig
cattle ar about 10:30 P-m. the previous Monday. He, his son, and his tepant grabbed
axes and ran some 700 feet from the house to the cow lot where a great cigar-
shaped ship about 300 feet long floated some 3¢ feet above the cattle, Ithad a Carriage

underncath which was brightly lighted within (dirigible and gondola?) and which had
humerous. windows, Inside were six swrange looking beings Jabbering in a foreign

458




!
Language. These beings suddenly became aware of Hamilton and the others, They
nmediately  wrned a oscarchlight on the tarmer, and also turnced on semie prawer
which =pced up’a wrbine wheel (about 30 U diameter) Jocatad under the crati, The
ship rose, taking with it a two-year old hicifer which was roped about the neck by

cable of once-half inch thick, red material, The next day a neighbor, Link Thom s,

found the animal’s hide, legs and head’ in his ficld, He was mystified at how e
remains got w where they were because of the lack of tracks in the soft soil, Alexdnder
Hamilron’s sworn statement was accompanied by an affidavit as to his veracity. The
affidavit was signed by ten of the local leading citizens, -

T Un the cevening of 4 November 1937 at Vort lraipu; Brazil, two scatrics noted a
“new. star’® in the sky. The *‘star’’ grew in size and within seconds stopped over
the fort. It drifted slowly downward, was os large as a big aircraft, and was sur-
rounded by a swong orange glow, A distinct hununing sound was heard, and thien
the  heat struck. Une scntry collapsed almost immeadiately, the other managed o
slide to shelwer under the heavy cannons where his loud cries awoke the garrison,
while the troops were scrambling towards their barttle stations, complete clectrical
failure occurred. there was panic until the lights came back on but 2 number of
men still managed to sec an orange glow leaving the area at high speed, Both senwies
were found badly burned...onc unconscious and the other incoherent, suflering
from deep shock.

‘Thus, UPFO sightings not only appear w extend back 47,000 years through time

but alsd are global in nature. One has the feeling that this phenomenon deserves
some sort of vallid scientific investigation, even if it is a low level effort.

33.3 SOME THEORIES AS TO THE NATURE OF THE UFO PHENOMENON

There are very few cohesive theories as to the nature of UFQ’s, Those theorics
that have been advanced can be collected in five groups:

a. Mysticism
b. licaxus, and rantings due to unstablic personalities
C. Scgret weapons

d. Nawral Phenomena

[¢]

. Alien visitors | . ’
Mysticism
[t is believed by some cults that the missicn of UFQO’s and their crews is a spiriwal

one, and that all materialistic cfforts 1o determine the UFQ’s nature are doomed
o failure.
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Houxes and Rantings due to Unstable Personalities

Some have suZpested that all Upg Feports were the resuits of Pranks and hoaxes, -

QU wore made by people wir, unstable personalitics, his attitude weas partcilar sy,
prevalent during the time bperiod when the Air Foree vestization was bebiy aperared
under the code name of "Project Crudge-A few airlnes CYER WENL as fac as o pround
every  pifot who Teported secing a l“fiymg saucer.” e only way for the prlor o
regain flighr status was ro undergo a psychiatric examination, There wda a noticeabie
decline i pilot reports during this time interval, and a few people mierpreted s
“decline w prove that UI'U’s were cither hoaxesor the result of unstable personalities,
b is of interest that NICAP (The National Investigations Commiittee un Acrial Phe-
nomenay) c¢ven today still reccives Teports from éommercial pilots who ucgicer 1o
notily cither the Air Force or their own airline,

There are a number of cases which indicare that not aJj reporis fall in the houyx
category., We will examine One such case now. It is the Socorro, New hexico sighrine
made by police Sergeant Lonnpie Zamora, Sergeant Zamora was pawolling the strecs
of Socorro on 24 April 1964 when he Saw a shiny object drift down into an acca ot
gullies on the edge of town. lle also heard a loud roaring noise which sotnded g 4f
an old dynamite shed located out that way had exploded, He Immediatcly radioed
police hcadquarters, and drove out toward -the shed, Zamora was forced 0 stop
about 150 yards away from a deep gully in which there appeared 1o be an overturned
car. lic radioed thar he was investigating a possible wreck, and then worked his car
Up onto tile mesa and over toward the edge of the gully. He parked short, and when e
walked the final few feet to the edge, he was amazed to see that it was not g car but
instead was g weird eggéhaped object about fifreen feet long, white in culor and
resting on short, mertal legs, Beside it, unaware of hig presence were two humanoids
dressed in silvery coveralls, They seemed to be working on a portion of the underside
of the objecr. Zamora was still standing there, surprised, when they suddenly noticed
him and dove our of sight around the object, Zamora also headed the other way, back
toward his car, He glanced back at the object just as a bright blue flame shot down
irom the underside, - Within seconds the eggshaped thing rose our of the gully wirh
“an earsplitting roar,”” The object was our of sight over the nearby mountaing
almost immediately, and Sergeant Zamora was moving the opposite direction almost
as fast when he met Sergeant Sam Chavez who was Tesponding to Zamora’s carij :r
radio calls, Together they ‘investigated the gully and found the bushes charred ang
Still smoking where the blue flame had jetted down on them, About the charred arca
were four deep marks whére the metal legs had been, Each mark was three and
one~-half inches decp, and .was circular in shape. “T'he sand in the gully was very
hard-packed so o sign of the humanoids® footprints could be found, Anp official
investigartion was-launched that same day, and all data ebtained supporied the stories
of Zumora and Chavez, It is rather difficuit to labe] this cpisode a heax, and it is
alsv doubtful thar both Zamora and Chavesz shared portions of the same hallucination,

Secret Weapors

A few individuals have proposed that UFQ’s are actually advanced weapon systems,
and that their natures must not be revealed, Very few people accept this as a credible
sugyestion, o »
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Nuatural Phenomena

e has also been sugeested that at least some, and possibly all) of the UG canes

wore Just mis-interpreted manitestations of nawral phcnomena, Undoubuedly this

suggestion has some werit.. People have reported, as UFO's, objects wiiich wore
conclusively proven rto be balloons (weather amd skyhook), the planct Venus, than-
made  artificial  sateliites, wvormal aircralt, unusual clovd Lovmntions and ligins
from ceilometers (Ccquipment projecting light beanns on cloud hases to determinge
the height of the atrcraft visual ceiling). It is also’suspected that people have po-
ported miraves, optical illusions, swamyp gas and ball lightning (a poorly-understood
Jdischarge of clecwical cnergy in a sphersidal or ellipsoidal shape . . . some dis-
charges have lasted for up w fifteen minutes but the ball is usually no bigger than
a large ovrange). But it is ditlicult to tell a swamp dweller that the stranye, laat-

moving light e saw in the shy was swamp gas; and it is just as difticult w weli a

farmer that a bright U0 in the sky is the same ball Lightning that he has seen
rolling along his fence wires in dry weather. Thus accidental mis-identification ol
what might well be natural phenomena breeds mistrust and dishelief; it leads w
the hasty conclusion that the truth is deliberately not being told, One last suggestion
of interest has been made, that the ULO’s were plasmoids from space .. . cun-
centrated blobs of solar wind that succeeded in reaching the surface of Larth., Some-
how this last sugyestion does not scem to be very plausible; perhaps because it
ignores such things as penetration of karth’s magnetic field.

Alien Visitors

The most stimulating theory for us is that the UFG’s are miaterial objects which
are either ‘“*Manned’” or remote-controlled by beings who are alicn to this planct.
There is somc evidenceswsupporting this viewpoint. In addition to police Sergeant
Lonnie Z“Zamora’s cxperience, let us consider .the case -of Barney and Beuty Hill,
Cn a mip through New England they lost two hours on the night of 19 September 1901
without even realizing it. However, after that night both Barney and Betty began
developing -psychulog,ical problems which evenwally grew sufficiently severe that
they submitted themselves to psychiatric examination and treatment. During the
course of weatment hypnotherapy was used, and it yielded remarkably detailed and
similar storics from both Barney and Betty. Essentially they had been hypnotically
kidnapped, taken aboard a UFQ, submitted to two-hour physicals, and released
with posthypnotic suggestions to forget the entire incident. The evidence is rather
swong that this is what the Hills, even in their subconscious, believe happeacd to
.them, And it is of particular importance that after the ‘‘posthypnotic bluck’™ was
remioved, both of the Hills ceased having their psychological problens,

The Hills® description of the aliens was similar to descriptions provided in other
cases, "bup this particular type of alicn appears to be in the minority, The most
commoaly described alien is about three and onc-half feet tall, has a round head

(helmet?), arms reaching to or below his knees, and is wearing a silvery space

suit or covcralls,s Other =aliens appear to be essentially the same as Earthmen,
while still others have particularly .wide (wrap-around; eyes and mouths with very
thin lips. And there is a rare group reported as about four feet tall, weight of around
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35 pounds, and covered with thuck hair or fur (Clothiag?), Members ol Vi Lant
group are described as being extremcly strong. U such beings are visiting: l...r"xi:,
two  questivins arise: 1) why haven’t there been accidents which have revealed thoa
presence, and 2) why haven’t they auempted to contact us officially? The tnswes
o the {irst question may cxist partially in Scrgeaant Lonnte Ziumora’s oxporicnce,
and may exist partially in the Tunguska meteor discusscd in Chapter AXiA L In uun
chapier it was supygested that the Punguska moteor was actually a comet which ox-
ploded in the ammosphere, the ices melted and the dust spread out. Hence, Ao debres!
However, it has also been suggesied that the Tunguska metcor was actually i alien
spasveralt that entéred the atmosphere o rapidly, sutfercd mechanal fatlure,
and lost its power slpply andsor weapons in a nuclear explosion, Whilo that 1y po-
thesis may sceamn far tetched, samples ol tree rings from arvund tie workd reveal
thar, tmimediately after the Tunguska mctcor} explosion, the level of radicactuvity
in the world rose sharply for a short period of time. it is difficult to liud a natural
cxplanation for that increase in radicactivity, although the suggestion has bhoen ad-
vanced that enough of the metcor’s great kinetic ‘cacrgy was converted into heat
(by armosphicric friction) that a fusion reaction occurred. This still fcaves us wila
no answer to the second question: why no contact? That question is very casy o
answer in any of several ways: 1) we may be the object of intensive sociolugical
and psychological study. In such studics you usually avoid disturbing the test sub-
jects’ environment; 2) you do not ‘‘contact’’ a colony of ants, and humans may scem
that way to any alieas (variation: a zoo is fun to visit, but you don’t “‘contact”” the
lizards); 23) such contact may have already taken place sccretly; and 4) such cuntact
may have already taken place on a different plane of awarcness and we arc not yot
scpsitive to communications on such a plane. These are just a few of the reasons.
You may add to the list as you desire.

33.4 lIUMAN FEAR AND HOSTILITY

Besides the foregoing reasons, coniacting humans is downright dangerous. Think
about that for a moment! On the microscopic level our bodies reject and fight (through
production antibodies) any alien material; this process helps us fight {f discase
but it also sometimes results in allergenic reactions to ianocuous materials. Un
the macroscopic (psychological and sociological) level we are antagonistic to beings
that are ‘‘different’’. For proof of that, just watwch how an odd child is weated by
other children, or how a2 minority group is socially deprived, or how the Arabs fccl
about the Israelis (Chinese vs Japanese, Turks vs OCrecks, etc.) In casc you arc
hesitant to extend that concept to the wweatment of aliens let me point out that iy
very ancient pimes, possible extraterrestrials may have been treated as Gods but
in the jast two thousand ycars, the cvidence is that any possible alicns have been
ripped apart by 1mobs, shot and shot at, physically assaulted (in South Amcrica
there is a well-documented case), and in general oeated with fear and aggresson,
lIn lIreland about 1,000 A.D., supposed sairships were treated as ‘‘demon-ships.’”
In l..yéns, I'rance, ‘‘admirtted’”’ space twwavellers were killed. More recently, on
24 July 1957 Russian anti-aircraft batteries on the Kouril lslands opened firc on
UFO’s. Although all Soviet anti-afrcraft batteries on the Islands were in action,
no hits were made., The UFOQO’s were luminous and moved very fast, We toc have
fired on UFO’s. About ten o'clock one morning, a radar site near a fighter base
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picked up a UIFQ doing 700 miph, The UHFO then slowed to LU mph, and two | -806"s
were scrambled o intercept. Lventually one =80 closcd on the UG gt about 3,600
feet altitede, The ULFO began to accelerate away hut the pilot still managed 1o et
to within '300 yards ol the target for a short period of time. It was definitely saucer-
shaped. As the pilot pushed the I'-80 at top speed, the UFO began wo pull away, When
the range reached 1,000 yards, the pilot armed his guns and fired in an attcinpt o
down the saucer. He failed, and the UFO pulled away rapidly, vanishing in [hL}shs-
wnce.  This same basic situation may have happened on a more personal lovel, _
On Sunday evening 21 August 1955, eight adults and three children were on the _buuun—
Farm  (one=half mile from Kelly, Kentucky) when, according to them, one of the
.-children saw a brightly glowing UFO sctile behind the barn, vut of sight from where
he stood. Other witnesses on nearby farms also saw the object. However, the Stttous
dismissed it as a ‘‘shooting star,”” and did not investigate, Approximatcly thirty
minutes later (at 8 p.m.), the family dogs began barking so two of the men went
o the back door and looked out. Approximately S0 feet away and coming toward
‘them was a creature wearing a glowing silvery suit. It was about three and onc-ialt
fect wall with a large round head- and very long arms, It had large webbed hands
which were equipped with claws. The two Suttons grabbed a twelve gauge shotgun
and a 22 caliber pistol, and fired ar close range. They could hear the peliets and
bullet ricochet as if off of metal. The creature was knocked down, but jumped up
and scrambled away. The Suttons retreated into the housc, turned off all inside
lights, and turned on the porch-light. At that moment, one of the women who was
pecking out of the dining room window discovered that a creature with some sort”
of helmet and wide slit eyes was peeking back at her. She screamed, the men rushed
in and started shooting, The creature was knocked backwards but again scrambled
‘away without apparent harm. More shooting occurred (a total of about 30 rounds)
over the next 20 minutes and the creatures finally left (perhaps feeling unwelcome?)
After a two hour wait (for safety), the Suttons left too. By the time the police got
there, the alicns were gone but the Suttons would not move back to the farm. They
sold it and departed. This reported incident does bear out the contention though
that humans are dangerous. At no time .in the story did the supposed aliens shoot

back, although one.is left with the impression that the described creatures were
having fun scaring humans,

33.5 ATTEMPTS AT SCIENTIFIC APPROACHES

In any scientific endeavor, the first step is8 1o acquire data, the second step to
classify the datwa, and the third step to form hypotheses, The hypotheses are tested
by repeating the entire process, with each 'cycle resulting in an increase in under-
standing (we hope). The UFO phenomenon does not yield readily to this approach
because the data taken so far exhibits both excessive varicty and vagueness, The
vagueness is caused in part by the lack of preparation of the observer .. . very
few people leave their house knowing. that: they are going to sec a UFO that evening,
Phowgraphs are overexposed or undercxposed, and rarely. in color, Hardly anyone
carries arcund a radiation counter or a mégnetomezer. And, in addizion to this, there
is a very high level of ‘‘noise’’ In the data. The noise consists of mistaken reports
of krown natural phenomensa, hoaxes, reporiz by mnstable individuals and mistaken
removal of data regarding possible unnatura: or unknown natural phenomena (by
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Figure 33-1. UFO: Distance of observer versus estimdted diameter, for UFU’s
which arc lower than tree height, ‘

overzealous individuals who are ying to eliminate all data due to known natural
phenomena). In addition, those data, which do appear to be valid, exhibit an excessive
amount of varierty relative to the - statistical samples available, This has led 1o
very clumsy classification systems, which in twzrn provide quite unfertile ground
for formulation of hypotheses,

One hypothesis which locked promising for a time was that of OR THOTLNY {i.e.,
UFO sightings fall on ‘‘greart circle®’ routes). At first, plots of sightings scemed to
verify the concept of orthoteny but recent use of computers has revealed that even
random numbers yield ‘‘great circle” plots as neatly as do UIFO sightings,

There is one solid advance that has been made though. Jacques and Janine Valleo
have twaken a particular type of Ul‘O—unamealy those that are lower than frece-top
fevel when sighted—and plotted the: UFQ's estimated  diameter versus the estunated
distauce from the obscerver, ‘The result is shown in Figure 331, and it yiclds an
average diamieter of S5 meters with a very characteristic drop for short viewing
distances, and rise for long viewing distances. This behavior at the exrenmes of
the curve is well-known t astronomers and psychologists as the “‘moon illusion.””
The illusion ouly occurs when the object being viewed is a real, physical object,
Because this implies that the observers have viewed a real object, it permiits us to
accept also their statement that these particular UFQ’s had a rotational axis of
symmeatry, i
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Another, less solid, advance made by the Vallee’s was their plotting of the total
numier of sightings per week versus the date. They did this for the time span from
1947 w 1962, aud ten attempted to mateh the peaks of the curve (every 2 years 2
months) to the times of Larth-Mars conjunction (every 2 years 1,4 months). The
match was very good between 1950 and 1956 but was-poor outside of thuse limits,
Also, the peaks were not only at the times of Larth-Mars conjunction but also rouglily
at the first harmonic (very loosely, every 13 months). This raiscs the question’why
should UFO’s only visit Larth when Mars is in conjunction aud when it is un the
opposite side of the sun, Obviously, the cunjunction periodicity of Mars is not the
final answer. As it happens, there is an interesting possibility to constder. Suppose
Jupizer’s conjunctions were used; they are cvery 13.1 months, That would satisty
the observed periods nicely, except for every even data peak being of different
magnitude {rom cvery odd data peuk. Perhaps a combination of Martian, Jovian
and Saturnian (and cven other planctury) conjunctions will be necessary to mawh
the frequency plot . . . if it can be matched (Figure 33-2).
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Figure 33-2. Cycles of acrtivity, mathematicelly correct:ed for long term ‘‘Strong
Trends’”, .
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Further data correlation is yuite difficult. There age o large number of difterens
saucer  shapes but this may mean lile. For cxample, look at the numbcer ol dit-
furent types of aircrafr which are in use in the ULS, Alr Force alone,

lt is obvious that intensive scicnufic study is necded in this a4red; no such study
has yer been undertaken at the nccessary levels of intensity and support, Unc thing
that must be guarded against in any such study is the trap of impiicityfassunuug
that out knowledge of Physics (or any other branch of science) is complete, An
example of one such wap is selecting a group of.physical laws which we now acecept
as valid, and gassume thar they will never be guperceded, Five such laws might be:

1) Lvery acrion must have an Opposite and cqual reaction,

2) Lvery particle in the universe attracts every other particle with a force
proportional to the product of the masses and inversely as the square of the distance,

3) Lnergy, mass and momentum are conserved,

4) No material body can have a speed as great as é, the speed of light in free
space. . )

S) The maximum energy, E, which can be obtained from a body at rest is E=mc2,
where m is the rest mass of the body, S

Laws numbered 1 and 3 seem fairly safe, but let us hesitate and wake another look,
-Actually, law number 3 is only valid (now) from a relativistic'viewpoim; and for that
mater so are laws 4 and 5, But relativity completely revised ﬁhe-se physical con-
cepts after 1915, before then Newtonian mechanics was supreme, We should also
note that general relativity has not yer been fully verified, Thus we have the peculiar
siwation of five laws which appear to deny the possibility of intelligent alien control
of UFQ’s, yet three of the laws are recent in concept and may ot even be valid,
Also, law number 2 has not been tested under conditions of large relarive specds
Or accelerations, We should not deny the possibility of alien control of UFO’s on
the dasis of preconceisved notions not established as relcied oy velevant to the UFO’s,

33.6 CONCLUSION

From available information, the UFOQO phenomenon appears to have been global
in natwre for almost 30,000 years. The majority of known wimesscs have been
reliable people who have scen easily-cxplained natural phenumena, and there appears
10 be no overall positive correlation with population density, ‘Fhe entire phenomenon
could be psychological in nature but that is quite doubtful, Hp\yeve:, psychological
factors probably do enter the daia picture as “‘noisc.” The phenomenon could also
be entirely due to known and unknown natural phenomena (with-some-psychological

‘‘noise’’ added in) but that too is questionable in view of some of the available data,

This leaves us with the unpleasant possibility of alien visitors to our planet, or
‘ar least of alien controlled UFQ’s, However, the data are not well perrelated, and
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wihat q::csxiunub!c‘ data there are Suggest the existence of at least three and maybe
fuur
oo o wuniculr 1o accept, It implies the eaistence of intelligent life on a M jority’
ol e planets ia our solar system, or & surprisingly strong interest in Larth by
menibers of other solar systems. :

A soletion o the UFQO problem may be obtained by the long and diligent clfiory .
of a lurge greup of well-financed -and competent scientists, unfortunately there is -
W0 evidence suguesting. that such an effort is going 1o be made, However, even if
such an eifort were made, there is no guaranice of success because of the isolated
and  sporatic nature of the sightings, Also, there may be nothing to find, and that
would mean a long search with no proof at the end, The best thing to do is to keep -
an open and skeptical mind, and not take an extreme position on any side of the
questioa,
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