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A OR PAI(fVWfnO,rr ATTOFlNEY ,,.,,., SfMt BatIUftbtf, otndatn.ssJ:

Paul Gordon Hoffman, Ssq .• SBN 71243
Jeryll S. Cohen, Esq., SBN 125392
HOFFMAN, SABBAN ~ WATENMAKER, APC
10880 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2200
Los Angeles, CA 90024

TEI.!PHOHENO.' (310) 470-6010 FAX NO.1_: (310) 470-6735
E....,., AllIlAl5$1_,paullihswlaw. com * j cohen&hswlaw. com
.~~ :John Branea and John McClain Petitioners

SUPERIOR COURT OF CAlIFOflNIA, COUNTY OF Los Angeles
STREETAlXlRltSS: 111 North Hill Street
....UNG AO"""SS: Same as above

envANotJPCOO!!, Los Angeles, CA 90012
__ CBNTRAL DISTRICT

ESTATE OF (Nome): MICHAEL JOSEPH JACKSON,

DE E NT

FOR COURT II EONLY

~IL~i)
Los An&cles S~ior Coun

JUL 0''1. 200S
loon A. Clme, £X"Uliva mccrlCI~rk

nv~J:1t~~_

eASE NUMBER:

BP1l7321

PETITION FOR x Probate of Will and for Leltoro Te.tamentary
./ .1 0 Pro~e <lfWiliand for Leltoro of Admlnl.t....lon with
~cltrt Will Annexedo Lettoro of Admlnl.tratl<ln

o Lettero of SpectaJ Admlnlltratlon 0 with 1/0......1powtf'SI--"''-------,--J.-----j
[j] Aulhortza1lon 10 Admlnt.tor Undor Ihelndependonl our,

Admlnlltrltlon of ellal.. Acl wllh IImttOd au S
1. PublicatiOn will be In (.pecify """'" ofnewspsp6I): Los Angeles Daily Journal (CNSB) 1

a. [j] Publication requested. Wi I- ....
b. 0 PubJicaUon 10 be arranged. f/t¥P~ / ?~.4?

2. Petliioner (name each): 10hn Branca and John McClain l.~ ..questa that
a. UJ decedenrs win and codicils. If any. be admitted to probate.
b. W (name): John Branca and John McClain

be appoinled
(1) W exaeutor
(2) 0 admlnlstrator with win annexed
(3) 0 adminl8lriltor
(4) 0 speclel administrator 0 with general powars
and Letters Issue upon quaUflcatiOn.

e. 0 full [iJ IinIted au1horily be granted to administer under the Independent AdmilllSlrallon of Estatas f>d

d. (1' m llond not be requlrvd for the reason. slated in Item 3d.

121 0 $ bond be fu<ed. The bond win be furnished by an admitted aurety insurer or as
otherwise provided by law. (Spadty reasons in Attachment 2 If the amount Is different from the maximum
fOqulrod by Prob. Codo. § 8482.)

(3) 0 $ In deposits In a blocked account be allowed. Receipta will ba filed.
(Specify InstJlutJon and lOCation):

3.8. Decedent died on (dBra): June 25, 2009 at (pISClI): Los Angeles, CA
(1 I I:LJ a residenl of the county named above.
(2) 0 e nonrAaldent of Califomla and laft en eatate in the county named eboveIocalaclat (sPecify location

pennlttlng pubflCll60n In the newspspeT nomod In Item 1):

b. Sfjbfll i1ddr8i8, city. and county of decedenfa residence at time of death (spqcify):

1& N. Carolwood Drive

~k Angeles, CA 90077
r.Js Angeles County,

FilIm Adept. Irs MIndItort UN
JucIo''' C«t1ci1 01 Ca'lcmiI
oe.·1111~·""cn 1, 2ClOe]

I;;'

PETlTtON FOR PROBATE
(Probate-Oecedenls Eatates)

Paoetort
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• DE·111
ESTATEOF~.mo):MICHAEL JOSEPH JACKSON,
I- DECEDENT BP117321

Undetennined
Undetermined

$
$
$

$ See Attachment 3.c.
Charac:ter and estimated value of the property of the estate (complete /n ell cases):
(1) Personel property:
(2) Annual gross Income from

(a) real property:
(b) personal property:

(3) Subtotal (add (1) and (2}):
(4) Gross fair market value of real property: $
(5) (less) Encumbrances: $ (L --'

(6) Net value of real property: $
(7) Total (add (3) and (6}): $

d. (1) [i] Will waives bond. 0 Special administrator Is the named executor, and the will waives bond.
(2) 0 All beneficlaries are adults and have waived bond, and tha will doas not reqUire a bond.

(Affix waiver as Attachment 3d(2).}
(3) CJ All heirs at law are adutts and have waived bond. (Affix weiver as Attachment3d(3).}
(4) 0 Sole personal representative Is a corporate fiducla/y or an axampt govammant agency.

e. (1) 0 Decedent died Intestate.
(2) [i] Copy of decedent's will dated: July 7, 2002 o codicil dated (specify for each);

ara affixed as Attachment 30(2).

(Inc/ude typed copies ofhandwtiUen documents and English trons/aUons of fOIeign-ianguage documents.)

[i] The will and all codicils are self-proving (Prob. Code, § 8220).

I. Appointment of pe"'onel representative (check all applicabla boJttIs):
(1) Appointment of executor or administrator with will annexed:

(a) [i] Proposed executor Is named as executor in the will and consents to act.
(b) 0 No el«lcutor i. nemed In the will.
(c) 0 Proposed personal representative Is a nominee of a person antitled to Letters.

(Affix nom/nal/on as AUachment3f(1)(c),}
(d) [i] Olhar named executors will not act because 01 0 daath [i] declination

o other reasons (specify);

3. c.

o Continued In Attachment 31(1 lId).

(2) Appointment of edmlnlstrator:
(a) 0 Petitloner Is a parson entltied to Letters. (If necesso'l', exp/aln prfority In Attachment 3/(2)(a).}

(b) 0 Petitlonar Is a nominee 01 a person entllled to Lellers. (Affix nom/naf/on es AUGchment3/(2)(b}.)

(c) 0 Petitioner's related to the decedent as (specify):

(3) 0 Appointment of speclaledminlslrato, requested. (Specify grounds and IBquested fJ(Jwsrs In Attechmenl 3/(3).}

g. Proposed personal representative Is a

(t) W resident of California,

(2) 0 nonresident 01 California (specify permanent eddmss):

'l3) W resident otthe United Stales,
I}II) 0 nonresldant 01 the United SlaleB.

, L,
i)
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4. CiJ Decedenrs will does not preclude administration of this estate under the Independent Administration of Estates N;t

5. s. Decedenlis survived by (check nems (1) or (2). end (3) or (4), and (5) or (6), end (7) or (6})
(1) 0 spouse.
(2) W no spouse as foIlOW$;

(a) [i] divorced or never mamed.
(b) 0 spouse deceased,

(3) 0 registe:ed domestic pettner.
(4) IT] no Mglsterad domestic parlner.

(See Fern. Code, § 291.5(c); P/QO. Code, §§ 31(b}, 6401(c}. and 6402.)

(5) DO child as folloW$:
(a) [j] natural or adoplad.
(b) 0 natural adopted by a third party.

(6) 0 no child.
(7) 0 lsaua of a pradeceased eh~d.

(61 IT] no Issue ofapred~chUd.

b. Decadent 0 was [j] was not survived by a stepchild or foster chid or chUdlen who would have been adopted by
decedent but for a legal batrI.... (see Prob. Cod<t. § 6464.)

6. (Complatelf decedent was slJlVived by (1) a spousa or rag/stared domastlc parlner but no Issue (only a or b apply).
or (2) no spouso. registered domastlc portner, or Issue. (Check the nrst box thet applies):

a. 0 ~ntwas survived by a parent or parents who are listed In Item 8.
b. 0 Decedent was survived by las\Je of deceased parents. all ofWllom are listed In Item 8.

C. 0 Decedent was survived by a grandparent or grandparents who are listed in itam 8.
d, 0 Da<:edent was suvlved by Issue of grandparents. all of whom are listed In Item 8.
e. 0 ~entwas survived by Issue 01 a predeceased spouse. alt of whom ar.listed In l1am 8.
f. 0 Decedent was survived by next of kin, all of whom ere listed In Rem 8,
g. 0 Decedent wes survived by parents of a predaceased spouse or Issue of those parents. If bOth are predeceased. all of

whom are listed In Item 8.

h. 0 Dececlent was survived by no known next of kin.

7. (Complete only Ifno spouse or Issua survived dscedenl)

a. 0 Decadent had no predeceased spouse.
l), 0 Decedent had a predeceaaed spouse who

(1) 0 died not more than 15 years bofore decedent and WIlo owned an Interest In roal propartythat passed
to decedent,

(2) 0 died not more then fIIIe years before decadent and who owned personal property valued at $10.000
or more \hat passed to decedent,
(Ifyou checked (f) or (2). cheCk only the f/lSl bDx thet eppJies):

(a) 0 Decedent was survived by Issue of a predeceesed spou$8, aU of whom are listed in itam 8.
(b) 0 De<;edent was $Urvlved by a parent or parents of the predeceased spouse who are fisted In ttem 8.
(c) 0 Decedent wes survived by Issue of a parent of the pradeeeased spouse, el of whom aro naled In Item 8.
(d) 0 Docedenl wes survived by next of kin of the decedent, all of whom are listed In Ilum 8.
(e) 0 Decedent was aurvived by next 01 kin of the predeceesed spouse. all of whom are U61ed In item 8.

(3) 0 neither (f) nor (2) apply.

8. Llailil on the next page ere the nam..., relationships to decedent, ages, and addr......s. so far as known to or reasonably
asc!Jta,nable by peli1ioner, at (1) all pet80IIS mentioned In decedenfs will or any codicU, whether IivlI1g or deceasad; (2) al persons
nan-*d or checked In Items 2, 5. 6, and 7; and (3) all beneficiaries of a trust named In clecedenfs will 01 any codlell in which the
trus,). and personal representative are the same perwn.
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(TYPE OIl PRIIfT ...... Of PmTIOI<ERI

ESTATE Of (N4me): MICHAEL JOSBPH JACKSON

DeCEDENT

8. Name and relationship to decedent

SEE ATIACHMENT 8

[][] Continued on AlIachment if
9. Number of pigOO attached: .
Date: (, -'3o--d'\

Paul Gordon Hoffman. Bsq., SBN 71243
(T'YP£OR~ NMI.e'c# ATTOAHEV)

I declere under penelty of pe~ury under the laws of the State of California that the foragolng

Data: June 29. 2009

lolmBranca
'1

John! lIcClain
, ,t, -=(TYPE=-::"""'..=..,."'_==-=o"',-=..=,=m:::o...,.=)-----

d Signatures of additional petitionelll follow lastattachmenl.

0""",,"'"'._'.....1 PETITION FOR PROBATE
(Probate-Decedenta Elltetee)

'"
.' ".
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(SlGHATUAE OF PE11T1ONERj
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Estate of Michael Joseph Jackson
Petition for Probate of Will and for
Letters Testamentary
Attachment 3c
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Charaoter and estimated value o~ the property of the Eat4lte

The Petitioners are not certain of the value of the Estate.
Petitioners believe that the value of the Estate exceeds $500
million. Petitioners believe that almost all of the Estate
consists of non-cash, non-liquid assets, including primarily an
interest in a catalogue of music royalty rights which is
currently being administered by Sony ATV, and interests in
various entities. Petitioners do not have any information at this
time regarding the liquid assets of the Estate.
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LAST WIlL

OF

MICHAEL JOSEPH JACKSON

r, MICHAEL JOSEPH JACKSON, a resident of the State of California, declare this

to be my last Will, and do hereby revoke all fonner wills and c:odicils made by me.

I

I declare that I am DOt married. My JIWl'iase to DEBORAH JEAN ROWE

JACKSON has been dissolved. I bave three children now living, PRINCE MICHAEL

JACKSON, iR.. PARIS MICHABL KATHBRJNB JACKSON and PRINCE MICHABL

JOSEPH JACKSON, II. 1have no othel' children, living or deceased.

n
It is my intention by this Will to dispose of all property which I am entitled to

dispose'ofhy will. I specifically reJrain fioom exa'Cising a1Ypowen of appointment that I

maypossess at the time ofqlY death.

m
I give my cnlire cswe to the Trus1ee or Trustees then acting under that certain

Amended and Restated Declaration of Trust executed on March 22. 2002 by me as Trustee

aod Trustor which is c:al1cd tho MICHAEL JACKSON FAMILY TRUST, giving effect 10

any amendments thereto made prior to my death. All such assets sball be held, managed and-
distributed as i\ part of said Trust according 10 its tmns and not as a separate testamcutaly

lI\ISt.

•
If for any reason this gift is not operative or is invalid, or if the aforesaid TIUJt fails

or has b-. revoked, I give my resichwy ~cfto the Trustee or Tlustces named to act in the

MICHAEL JACKSON FAMILY TRUST, as Amended and Reslaled on March 22. 2002.

1~ aod I direct said Tlustee or Truslcea to divide, administer, hold and Wsttibutc the trust C$UIlC

,~ pursuant to tho provisions of said Trust, 88 hereinabove referred to as such provisions now
I) .' .

A......3.e.(2.)
,-
:~
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elCist to the same tllttent llIld mthe same lDllIlDer as though lbat certain Amended and

Restated Declaration of Trust. were herem SlIt forth in full, but without giving eJl'~ to my

subsequent amendments after the date of this Will. The Tmstee, Trustees, or any successor

Tmst~ named in such Trust Agrecmcnt shall SelVe without bond.

IV

I direc:t lhat all federal estate laXes and state inheritance or succession taxes payable A
upon or resulting from or by J'e8S9l1 of my death (herein "Death Taxes") attributable to III
property which is part of the trust estate of the MICHAEL JACKSON FAMILY TRUST,

including property which passes to said trust &om my pmbde estate IbaIl be paid by the

Trustee of said trust in accordance with its tenus. Death Taxes aurlblltllble to property

passing outside this Will, other than property constituting the tnISt eatate of the trusl

mentioned in the preceding sentence, shall be charged against the taker of811id property.

V

I appoint JOHN BRANCA, JOHN McCl.AlN and BARRY'SIEGEL as co-Executors ~.

of this Will. In the event of my oftheir deathJ, resignations, inability, failure or refusal tM ,
serve or continue to save as a co-Exeeutor, the other shall st:rve and DO replacement need be

II8IDed. The co-Bxecuton sc:rviDg at" any time after my death may name one or more

replacements to serve mthe event lbat none ofthe three named individuals is willing or able

to serve al any time.

The term "my executors" as used in this Will shall include any duly acting perRO~\.11 A
repreaentative or rquclIentatives of my estate. No indiviclua1 Kling as such need post avv ~

bood.

'7
I}
I, ..

,)

I hereby give to my Executors, full poWell' and authority at my time or times to sell,

lease, mo~ pledge, exchange or otherwise dispose of the property, whether real or

pel'SOIII1 comprising my estate, \\poD 8Uch term& as my Executors shall deem best, to

continue my business enterprises, to purchase assets from lIlY estate, to continue mfom: and

P~2



pay insunmce premiums 011 any insmance policy, including lifo insurance, owned by my

c:state, and for any of tho foregoing pwposes to make, Clteoutc and deliver any and all deeds,~

contracts, mortgages, bills of sale or other instrumen18 necessary or desirablll therefor. In

addition, I give to my Executors full power to invest and reinvest the estate funds and llSlids

in any kina of propaty, real, pceoual or mOll, ana every kin4 of invcatmcnt, specifically

including, but not by way of IimilaliOD, cotporale obligations of evetry kind aDd stoeb,

preferred or common, aDdint~ in investmellt trusl8 and shares in inVesllDellt companies,

and any common lnIBt fund administered by any corpot8te executor hereunder. which IIlOII of

prudent discretion and inte1ligenco acquire for their own account

VI
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Except as otherwise provided in this Will or in the Trust lcfcucd to in Article m.Ill,
hereof, I have intc:ntionally omitted to provide for my heirs. I have intentionally omitte4 JV \;
provide for my former wife, DBBORAH mAN ROWE JACKSON.

VII

Ifat the tiItIe ofmy death I own or have an interest in property located oulsi<le ofthe

State of California requiring IIIIdIlary admill.islralion, I appoint my domiciliary Executors as

anciI1ary Executors for such property. I give to said domiciliary Bxecutors the following

additional powClS, rights and privileges to be exerciscd in their solo and absolute dismtiOD,

with reference to such property: to cause such ancillary administration to be commenced,

carried on and completed; to detcnnine what assets, if any, are to be sold by the 8Ilc:iIIary

Executors; to pay directly or to advance timds fiom the California estate 10 the ancillary

Executors for the payment ofall claims, taxes. costs and administration expenses, includinfi

compet1lllllion of 1m iIIIl:i1Wy Exeoulor8 and auomcys' fees i.ncum:d by reason of the

ownership of such property and by such ancillary Idministration; and upon completion of

5uch ancillary admiDi5tratiOn, I authorize and direct the ancil1lu'y Executors to diSlributc.

lIansfer and deliver the relidue of such property to the domiciliary Executors herein. to be

distributed by them under the terms of this Will, It being my intention that my entire csIaIe

Page 3



2136281908 09:55:45 a.m. 07-01-2009 9/15

.. • •
shaD be administered as a unit and that my domiciliary Executors shall IlIIpCrVisc and

OODtrol, so far as pemUssible by local law, any ancillary administration proceedings deemed

necessary in the settlement ofmy estate.

vm

ON, declared to us, theOn the date written below, MICHAEL JOSEPH J

If any of my children arc minors at the time of my deslh, I nominate my mother,

KA1HERINE JACKSON as guardian of tho lIS and estates ofsuch minor children If

KAlHERINE JACKSON fails to survive me, Ot '5 IIIIIIble or 1flr';illln

nominate DIANA ROSS as guardian ofthc penlf10s

I subsc:rlbe my name to this WI1l this

UlJdmigned, that the foregoing instrument consisting of five (5) pages, including the page

signed by us as witnesses, was bis Will and requested us to act as witnesses to it. 'He

IhemIpon si&ncd this Will in our pIC&CIICO, all of lIS bc:ing present at the same time. We

now, at his request, in his presCllCO and iii the presence ofeach other, subscribe our names as

witnesses. L{;t.
Each ofus is IIOW more thaIl eighteen (18) years of age and a competent witnClS and

nlSidcs at the address set forth after his name.

Each ofus is acquainted with MICHAEL JOSEPH JACKSON. At this time, be is

over the age ofeiahtccn (18) years and, to the best of our knowledge. he is of sound mind

and is not acting UIlder dW'CSS, menace, frlllll!, misrcpl'CSCDtation or undue influence.

'7
,}
,k
I}

Page 4



2136281908

. .

---~.-

•

._----.....
09:56:05 a.m. 07-01-2009 10/15

We doc1Jro undlll' ptaaltyofJIOliIll'Y that tho 1Orogoing is true IIIId oomct.

/_ W~2OO1" 4i-,.. ..lss..4ooloa"""
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