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Donald Triplett lll
MuckRock News
DEPT MR 12281
PO Box 55819
Boston, MA 02205-5819

Dear Mr. Triplett:

Your open records request dated June 24,2014, and received on June 30,2014,
requesting any and all copies of written correspondence, contracts, agreements
between agencies, budgets, investigative reports, press releases, digital media (photos,
videos, etc.) and internal investigative documents related to "Operation Something
Bruin" has been forwarded to me for response.

ln response to your request, I have included copies of the following:
- Memorandum of Understanding between the GA DNR and the USFWS
- Press release

As to investigative reports and digital media (photos, videos, etc.), some of these
items are exempted from release. They are investigative reports on cases that have not
been adjudicated. They are distinguishable from incident reports and thus not required
to be disclosed (ocGA $ 50-18-72(a) (a). The adjudicated investigative reports are not
stored separately from those awaiting trial. lt would take approximately 40 hours for an
investigator to accurately go through each investigative report, photo and video to
determine if they could be released and then duplicate them.

I have attached a sample invoice for the collection of records. Please inform Lt.
Sam O'Neal at (770) 918-6414 if you would like to proceed with providing the material
you have requested.

Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.

LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION
2070 Li.S. Hwr'. 278, SE I SOCIAL CIRCLE, GEORGIA 30025

770.918.6.108 | FAX 770.918.6410 | U WW.GADNRLE.COM
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Undercover Wildlife Operation Cracks Down 

on Poaching in N.C., Ga. 

GAINESVILLE, Ga. (2/20/2013)  

Multi-agency Operation Something Bruin Documents Scores of Violations 

State and federal wildlife officials in North Carolina and Georgia announced an undercover 

operation today that involved about 80 wildlife violators and some 980 violations. 

Primary violations documented by Operation Something Bruin stem from illegal bear hunting 

but include an array of state wildlife and game law charges. Some suspects could also face 

federal charges. 

The four-year investigation, the largest of its kind in recent years, targeted poachers in North 

Carolina and Georgia, with work in some adjacent states. Included in Georgia are eight 

defendants facing a total of 136 state charges. 

Dan Forster, director of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources’ Wildlife Resources 

Division, said Operation Something Bruin is a great example of a multi-agency effort with a 

unified goal: protecting a public trust resource that provides “tremendous natural, social and 

economic benefits to citizens.” 

“It is incumbent upon us to ensure that we have sustainable natural resources for the public to 

enjoy for generations,” Forster said. “And particularly in these economic times, it’s critical for us 

to work across geopolitical boundaries with other agencies to provide the best possible protection 

for the resource.” 

Officers with Georgia DNR and the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission infiltrated 

poaching circles to document violations including bear baiting; illegal take of bears, deer and 

other wildlife; illegal use of dogs; illegal operation of bear pens in North Carolina; and, guiding 

hunts on national forest lands without the required permits. 

Operation Something Bruin partners also included the U.S. Forest Service, the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service and the National Park Service. 

Officers began making arrests Tuesday, Feb. 19. Totals given for violators and violations are 

approximate. 

This investigation will help safeguard wildlife by making poachers pay now, and making would-

be violators think twice before breaking laws that conserve natural resources. 

http://georgiawildlife.com/


For those who persist in wildlife theft, Something Bruin will help agencies better train officers to 

catch them – an effort strongly supported by hunters and anglers, our nation’s first 

conservationists. 

Col. Eddie Henderson, chief of the Wildlife Resources Division’s Law Enforcement Section, 

emphasized that the effort also reinforces the public’s role in helping combat poaching and 

conserve wildlife. 

“Conservation officers cannot be everywhere,” Henderson said. “The public can be a great asset 

by reporting poaching and suspicious activity through their state’s toll-free report-a-violation 

line. 

“Wildlife belongs to everyone. Reporting poaching helps us protect something the public owns.” 

Learn more at www.operationsomethingbruin.org or 

www.georgiawildlife.com/operationsomethingbruin.  

Report Poaching 

Fewer than 10 percent of all wildlife crimes are reported. Help change that trend and protect the 

wildlife we all enjoy. When you see or hear of a possible violation, call Georgia’s Turn In 

Poachers (TIP) line, 1-800-241-4113. Details at www.georgiawildlife.com.  

Also Quotable 

“Operation Something Bruin documented hundreds of wildlife violations. Today’s arrests bring 

an immediate halt to those crimes and, we hope, will make would-be violators think twice before 

breaking the law. Our long-term goal is to deter illegal wildlife activities from taking place in the 

future and serve notice to everyone that wildlife officers are ever vigilant in the service of 

conservation and public safety.” 

Col. Dale Caveny, law enforcement chief for the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission  

“We take very seriously our duty to investigate the unlawful take of wildlife, and we regularly 

partner with our state and federal conservation law enforcement agencies to coordinate and share 

assets and information to accomplish that mission in the most effective way possible. We also 

want to thank our fellow law enforcement agents and officers who have worked so diligently 

over the past four years to counter the illegal poaching of black bears, and we are hopeful that 

this makes a long-term impact that results in increased protection of the black bear.” 

Luis Santiago, special agent in charge for the Southeast Region, 

Office of Law Enforcement, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

  



"It was natural for us to participate in this operation, because we have a long history of 

cooperation with state wildlife agencies to protect game lands and management areas. Because 

we already have these existing collaborative relationships, we were able to move seamlessly into 

this joint undercover operation, and keep it going for the necessary timeframes. We were all able 

to care for the land, its resources and serve the public. This was a win-win for everyone involved 

– except, of course, for the bad guys.” 

Steven F. Ruppert, special agent in charge, Southern Region, U.S. Forest Service 

"We have learned that conserving black bears and other wildlife resources requires us to protect 

them across their range. This operation is a testament to the success that is achieved when 

neighboring state and federal conservation agencies come together to ensure that our wildlife 

heritage is conserved for future generations to enjoy." 

Clayton Jordan, chief ranger, Great Smoky Mountains National Park 

Georgia Wildlife Resources Division 

2070 U.S. Hwy. 278, SE, Social Circle, GA 30025 
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INVOICE– Op en Records Req uest  

 
Requestor Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Case #/Description of Records:__________________________________________________ 

Preparer’s Name: ___________________________________ Date:____________________ 

 

◦ Hourly Rate: Not to exceed $35.00 and no less than $15.00/hour or Salary of lowest paid, full-time employee 

   who, in the discretion of the Records Custodian has the necessary skill and training to perform the task. NO 

   CHARGE FOR FIRST QUARTER HOUR. 

◦ Copy Rate: An agency may not charge more than $.10 per page for each copy 
 

SECTION A 

Details # Hours # Copies Hrly Rate Copy Rate TOTAL 

Number Hrs Search; Retrieval, Review      

Number Hrs Copying      

Number of Pages      

SUBTO TAL     $ 

 

SECTION B 

 

The following additional costs may be applicable: # Copies Cost per Copy TOTAL 

Map (Size:________)     

Audio Tapes    

Video Tapes    

Photographs    

CD-RO M’s of Digital Photographs    

CD’s or DVD’s    

O ther Costs:    

Postage    

SUBTOTAL   $ 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Amount Received: $___________ _________ Received by: ___________________________ 

 Check  Cash  Money Order  Date_____________________ Employee______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
Subtotal A: $ _______ plus Subtotal B: $_________ = $_______________ TOTAL AMT DUE 



 

[Name] 

[Date] 
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