Fmrn! - ‘% /7] Subject: Due-Outs from HPSCI Coffee
) ressional ffairs | B [ ~24
Seun:d] - | al e i

Opmte——.__ 1. Y 1
Date: 09/14/2012 11:29AM (. I v i ] [
[ e72° 1" S |
[ O ] ]
This message is digitally signed.
Classification-FOP-SECRET/NOFQORN-
For the Committes:

1) "White Paper” on press-guidance (OPA, OGC, DI, NE)
**We've already spoken to OPA who will be coording with the WH as well
2) Paper on motivationsifor Green.on Blue violence.(OSA)
3) Contact State Legl Affairs: for questions on document destruction at.consulate (OCA)

For DCIA:

1) Cable(s) tn| )wam-ing of protests linked to the film and response (NE)
2) Cable(s) to stations on 9/11 security (DS; NCS)

Please send Committee responses to OCA fqr 7th floor coord. .
Please send DCIA responses to ODCIA.

Thank youl

ocg .-
Lm;ﬁt:on féﬂﬁjua Affairs
Secure: il
Open:

Classification TOP SECRETH/NOFERN



| I oTA Classification-CONFIBENTIAL Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012 03:19:00 PM
From: | ==, i o7A | 1
To: ] O |
Ce: !l AMES 2 l .-L(_ §1
I l - 2y g1 | -
(I FO [ I
= ' ] |
{14 Fo [ Y |
o O A ~|Stephen W. Preston/STF/AGENCY@WMA,
| ol A |
o6 [
Date: 09/14/2012 GE‘I?FM
Subject: Re: Looplng ODNCS -Re: Fw: FLASH coordination — while paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request
Classification “TCONFDENTAL—

Gondpointmucwldbeimemmedmnsway paﬂnpsbeﬁarstaﬁedthaiwakmmeypamupawd in
the protests. Weclomtlmowwhowasmsponsbievormadeaﬂls

nirem- oﬁcs ofTemnsm Analysis

i

I N~ E } Classification CONFIDENTIALClassified By: 2... 09/14/2012 03:16:33 PM
From: NZ | : L 3
To: AMCS ] C/A 874
Ce: anr o’ A 1 | NEC S
A4 —— e !|————-—_|
? I : |
(‘f J ;"’ [ I S ,«(‘ Ilﬁ{ "I'!
O = |

| A= = 1 = s WMA,

| O - éC

[ L ] .
Date: 09/14/2012 03:16 PM
Subject: Re.l.ooplngODNCS Re:FwFI.ASHmﬁm MﬂapeperforHPsc:lPerDcmnem
Classification: CONFIDENTHAL—



CONF :

Good question - 1'l defer to| !, c'd) given the CT angle.
(Added in OGC and OPA as well as FY1),

Second tick says we know extremists with ties to AQ participated in the attack, which implies complicity in
the deaths of the American officers. Do we know this?

l_ N < J Classification”CONFIDENTIAC Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012 02:52:57 PM

From: NS |
To: = N = |
s |_ £id oTA I NS |

L cLJ'{ ? I A.; L ‘)

Pady 4 ] ! 1
LG
N ¢ S- His? I
L4 ac A [

L 7 [Stephen W. Preston/STE/AGENCY@WMA
Date: 09/14/2012 02:52 PM 4
Subject: Re: Looping ODNCS - Re: Fw: FLASH.coordination — white paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request
Classification=-CONFBENTAEL—

==

Second tick says we kmow extremists with ties to AQ participated in the attack, which implies complicity in
the deaths of the American officers. Do we know this?

L_ MNE Classification”CONFIDENTIAC Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012-02:39:48 PM
From: ALE =] .
To: [ NS | ]
A CS |
; NES - !
Cc: e |
c’S ]
cid oAt | Rred
N s —[ . Oc .'.'_\'I"
DY |Stephen W. Preston/STF/AGENCY@WMA
Dats: 09/14/2012 0230 PM g ,
Subject: Looping ODNCS —'Re: Fw: FLASH ecordination —while paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Reguest
Classification CONFIDENTAL—
: __ :

WM.



===== ==== ======

. .;i'_ {  NE coords on the below paper, to indude the eadieredits.

We have looped in ODNCS and others to ensure averyone hasa chance to review given the
urgency at which this.is.-being requested,

For ODNCS - at this moming HPSCI coffee with DCIA, HPSCI members:eagerly sought some
sort of "white paper” they could ‘use to reply to numerous media requests asking for comments
on other inflammatory press articles regarding the Benghazi attacks.

HPSCI has asked for unclessified points immediately that they can.use in talking to the media. | have
been asked lo provide a bit on responsibility. NE is pulling together the final product. In addition to other
-topics, NE will edd material about wamings we gave to Cairo prior to the demonstrations, as well 85
mmmm&swdmmmwmma:y Please take a quick look to see if you believe
MM#A}MMB}MW

For CTC/Legal, ed that | send this to you and anybody you think needs fo see in OGC lo
make sure that | we are saying'here Is likely to impact any potential future legal prosecution .
Thanks
C /A
* ..J.._.

e  We belleve based on.currently available informalion thal the aftacks in Bengliazi were spontsneously
inspired by the protests.al the US Embassy in.Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently-its annex. This assessment may.change as additional information is
collected and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated .

® The crowd almost cerlainly was amafmdm‘duabﬂvmammarwsecmrsafumranmbw. That
being said, 'we do know that Islamic extremists with ties to al-Qs'ida participated in the atiack.

° ;m:mmmmm.mmmaf~m. The group has since released a statement
that the its leadership did not order the altacks, but did not deny that some of its members were
involved. Ansar al-Sharia's facebook page aims lo spread sharia.in Libya and emphasizes the need
for jihad to counter what it views as false interprelations of Islam, according o an open source study.

o  The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed io the
lethallty of the attacks.

e  Since April, there have been at least five other atldcks against foreign liiterests in Benghazi by
unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We
cannot rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US Tacilities , also contributing to the
efficacy of the altacks.

®  We are working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring lo justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

[ 771 o7 1 | Classification: CONFIDENTIAL Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012 02:27:18 PM

e [ 2008 |

-



CONFIDENTIAL-

To: [ A= |
Date: 09/14/2012 02:27 PM
Subject: Fw: FLASH coordination — white paper for HPSCI
ClassificationTCONFBENHAL— : e il A
Sormry, sent to the-wrong [:]
[ £7g o7TA
Director, Office of Terrorism Analysis
secure;
open:
—Forwardedby{ /4 <74 on 09/14/2012 02:27 PM —
From: l C /A ©id |
To: = ]
Date: : |
Subject: __ Fw: FLASH coordinatlon — white paper for HPSCI
Classification:-CONFBENHAL
| didn't ask NE/INT. Just CTC/INT.

Please see the one suggested addition from OGC.
Let me know if you need anything else. Also, please be sure that DI FO gets a copy.

{4 o7iA |
i , Office of Terrorism Analysis
secure.
open:
— Forwarded by Cll oTA bn 09/14/2012 12:47 PM-—
" From: FaL el X 1
To: i oTA |

Cc: el -




—CONFIDENTIAL

}) .-'. o &C ]
Date: - 09/1472012 1223 PNI - l
Subject: ‘Re: FLASH coordination — white paper for HPSCI
Classification: CONFIDENTIAE— -

e R ———

hi—- i've consulted with colleagues and the only statement that might have implications for
future prosecution is the first bullet. recommend adding the text indicated to add some
insulation: please let me know if you have any questions. thanks.

| CIA OTA Classification: CONFIDENTALClassified By: 2... 09/14/2012 11:15:24 AM
From: £iq crA |
To:
ETC OEC, NE, A/
Ce:
Date: 09/14/2012.11:15 AM
Subject: FLASH coordination — white paper for HPSCI

Classification:-CONFBENTHAL

HPSCI has asked for unclassified points Immediately that they can use.in talking to the media. | have
been asked to provide a bit on responsibility. NE is pulling together the final product. In addition to other
topics, NE will add material about'wamings we gave to Cairo prior to the' demonstrations, as well as
material on warnings we issued prior to 9/11 anniversary. Please take a quick look to see If you believe
that this is A ) accurate and B ) unclass.:

For CTC/Legal, asked that | send this to you and anybody you think needs to see in OGC to
make sure that ng we are saying here is likely to impact any potential future legal prosecution .

Thanks
|( o7

® We believe based on currently available Information that the attacks in-Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by. the protests at the.US Emibassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assauit against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is
collected and analyzed and cumrently available information continues to be-evaluated,

E"\



"CONFIDENTIAL-

e The crowd almost certainly was; a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society . That
being said;; we do know that Isliamic extremists with ties.to al-Qa'ida participated in.the attack.

e |[nitial press reporting linked the attack to:Arisar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement
that the its leadership did not order.the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were
involved. Ansar al-Sharia's face:book page aims to spread shariain Libya and emphasizes the need
for jihad to counter what it views as:false interpretations of ISlam, according to.an open source study.

e The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the-
lethality of the attacks.

e Since April, there have been at least five other attacks agalnst foreign interests in Benghazi by
unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador’s convoy. We
cannot rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the.US facilities , alsa contributing to the

efficacy of the attacks.

e We are working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners.in-an effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the.deaths of US citizens..

L{, './'-"' L.___ / "J‘ l

Director, Office of Terrorism Analysis

secure:
open:

Classification: CONFIDENTIAC

Classification:-CONFIDENTIAL —

Classification-CONFIDENTIAL

Classification - CONFIDENHAL—

Classification-CONFIDENTAL—

Classification: SONFIBENTIAL—
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Classification: -CONFIDENTIAL

Classification -GONFBENTIAL
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From: I OF A \

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012.11:17 AM

“o: ; Vietor, Tommy o

-e: Rhodes, Benjamind.;] /NS S /7 /0FC S

Subject: Congressional talking points.en route-this aftemoon for coord
Tommy: .

Echoing my voicemail to you:

You should be seeing some “White Paper” talking points-from us'this afternoon for coordination. They are for

Congressional use, per their request, re Benghazi issues..

Thanks,

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

e



From: . ] .

Sent: ridav. Septerniber 14, 2012 3:00 PM
“o: 12 oL i .
subject: Cleaned HPSCI TPs

Atlnchménte: ) CleanedHPSCI Talking Poirits for' Usé with the Media.doc

[0



' HPSCI Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

We believe based on currently available-information that the attacks in Benghaza
were spontaneously inspired by the protests-at the US Embassy in Cairo and
evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex.
This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed
and currently available information continues to be evaluated.

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from. across many sectors of
Libyan society. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists with ties to al-
Qa'ida participated in the altack..

Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia: The group has since
released a statement that the its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not
deny that some of its members were invoived. Ansar al-Sharia’s facebook page-aims
to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views
as false interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly
contributed to the lethality of the attacks.

Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in
Benghazi by unidentified assailants, including the June aftack against the British
Ambassador’s convoy. We cannot rule out that individuals had previously surveilled
the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

We are working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.



r Jif o4
Friday, Septembier 14, 2012 3:04 PM _ :
_ Rhodes, BenjaminJ.;| A 55 7=, S
Ce: -"-( J ::' ‘j,_,
Sub) 'HPSCl talking points for review.
Colleagues:

HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIA for use with'the media.
Please review the below.and respond with your comments ASAP.

Thanks very much,

/e

- r“'lﬂ

el

¢

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

HPSTI Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September2012

We believe based on currently available information that the attacks in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Calro and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available

information continues to be evaluated.

e The crowd almost certainly was a mix of'individuals fromn across many sectors of Libyan society. That being said, we
do know that Islamic extremists with ties to al-Qa'ida participated in the attack.

e Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a.statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page aims'to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study.

o The wide availability of weapons and-experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks. !

e Since April, there have been atleast five other attacks against foreign intérests in Benghazi by unidentified
assailants, including the June attack against the British.Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out that individuals
had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

. ®° We are working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners.in an effort to help bring to justice those
/  responsible for the deaths of US citizens.



From:

Sent: bier 14, 2012.3:27 PM

To: ielor Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin.J. ]
FATE « Ty S

Ce: Lo o d |

Subject: : ~ RE: HPSCI Elking points forreview

Colleagues:

We still have a number of components coordinating here on these points.and we will have further edits. We are multi-

tasking due to the time constraints.

I'll send you an updated version around 1600 today.

Thanks,

e g

e i g i b o S

A
i

4 'II.' 'l: (4L
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM

To: Vietor, -Tommv; Rhodes, Benjamin J:; | /U< /s s S ok 7558

Colleagues:
riPSCi has requested talking points from the DCIA for use with the media.
Please review the below and respond with your comments ASAP. .

Thanks very much,

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs’

[

‘HPS{:1 Talking Polnts for Use with the' Media

14 September 2012

e We believe based on currently available informationthat the, attacks in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against'the US Consulate:and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional mfurrnatlon is collected and analyzed and currently available

information.continues to be evaluated.

e The crowd almast certainly was a mix of‘individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. That being said, we

«do know that Islamic extremists with ties to al-Qa‘ida participated in the attack.

UV



From: StephenW. Preston Subject: Re: Looping ODNCS — Re: Fw: FLASH coordination —
General Counsel ' " white paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request [
Té: | ccec | (/470 |
Ce: Cideig, | AF AcS 1:|
X ¢ A .'__Sir ] S
Date: 4:20.PM b o 51
This:message Is digitally signed.
Classification:-CONFBENTIAL | Bl 4 ST A MR

Folks, | know there is a hurry to get-this out, but we need to hold it long enough to ascertain whether
providing it conflicts-with express instructions from NSS/DOJ/FBI that, in light of the criminal investigation,
we are not to generate statements with assessments as.to who did this, etc. - even internally, not to
mention for public release.. 1 am copying who may be more famillar with those instructions and
the tasking arising from the HPSCI coffee. : )

¢ | Classification " CONFIDENTIAL Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012 03:29:32 PM
From: i Vo= R :
To: A T I :
Ce: ]
I NTS 1 ]
/ J C cj!_ C -7C -
£ rC I Ve 4 | o |_ e 7
[ b F f‘? | Crd o¢ '_-/,’ _]?_?Ij‘,'
I = r:“) =7 A (‘ -1
hen W. PmslanlSTFi\_g]EN_CY_@WIMAj A %l :rl
Date: 09/14/2012.03:29 PM' : ;
Subject: Re: Looping ODNCS -- Re: Fw: FLASH coordination — white paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request
Classification: CONFIBENFAI-

OGC coords. on the TPs, including the change to the-second tick -noted,byl :'- 24 ol {

within this'email; includinig attachments and email threads, carry the controls’
1 Bven when not specified in the classification liné unless.otherwise noted .

(Y



UNCLASS IFIED

Z /4 70 |sublect: HPSCIWhite Paper Talking Points for review before
Chief, Media Relations Branch Whltn Houue
Offica of Public Affairs - Tq: - | | /74 Fe
Date: DBN4Q012 04:42 PM o o =

Classification: IJNCLASSIFIED' _

For review before sending to the White House::

- 4 ki
ETA u! 4

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

sThe currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi
were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and
evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex .
This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed
and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we
warned of social media reports calling for a demonstration in front of the Embassy
and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy .

sThe crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of
Libyan society.. The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible. That being
said, we do know that Islamic exiremists participated in the violent demonstrations .

elnitial press reporting linked the attack fo Ansar al-Sharia. Thegroup has since
released a statement that ils leadership did not order the attacks , but did not deny
that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia’s Facebook page aims fo
spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as
false interpretations of Islarn, according to an-open source study. -

sThe wide availability of weapons and expenenced fighters in. leya almost oertalnly
contributed to the lethality of the attacks. A

UNCLASSIFIED

A



UNCLASSIFIED

oThe Agency has produced numerous pieces .on the threat of extremists linked to-
al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern Libya. These noted that, since April, there have
been.at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by unidentified
assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We
cannot rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also
contributing to the efficacy of the aftacks..© -

«The US Government is working with 'Liby?'an authorities and intelligence partners in
an effort to help bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens .

[ Z/ ) A
Chief, Media Relations Branch, Office of Public Affairs
Secure:
Open:

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
: 7



(/¢ o/t \
From: Viator Tommy;fl‘homas Fo Viaorﬂwho eop.gov;
Sent: ber 14, 2012 457 PM

o: BhodasBen]ammJi zb-,,, ZExS
Subject: RE: HPSCLmBamg pomtsforw

[;{,,_‘ .;{l [is there an updated version of this:! can circulate internally?’

et o sais

From: (/ ) 240 —l ot
Sent: Frida ber 14, 2012 3:27 PM ‘
oi]i Vo L Vlebor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; | AS S /77565 wua/ s s
Cc: £/ ,f aoc A ; i -3 d p : -
W RE: HPSCT talking points for review

Colleagues:

We still have a number of components tﬁﬁlrdilndting' here on'these, points and we will have further edits. We are multi-
tasking due to the time constraints.

I'll send you an updated version around 1600 today:
Thanks, .

(o7 aed

Mi (‘/ d t."ﬂf‘il
-Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM :
To: Vletnr Tmmy, Rhodes, Benjamin J.;| << FRSSS Lok L5 5S

G a e s

Colleagues:

HPSCI has requested talking points from the IDCIA for use with the media.
Please review the below and respond with your comments.ASAP.

Thanks very much,

CIA Office of Public Affairs
b=
‘HPSC1 Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012
i 2



f

(/.f‘-;

Fo al vd
From: ¢ f\"mfa
Sent: : Y. ber 14; 2012 5:04 PM _
~o: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, BenjaminJ.;| A< S , i
Subject:. RE: HPSCI talking points for feview

Tommy:

Very sorry for the delay. We've been steadily working on them.and'they are now at'the final stop before coming to you
soon. I'll rush them to you as soon as possible. .

(ca ¥

From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas F. Vietor@who.eop.gov]

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 4:57 PM

To:[ 77+.71|Rhodes, Benjaminl.;| A/S< 7558 L] 7 AEES S
Cei 1ada : :
Subject: RE: HPSCI talking points for reviewr

‘E&.,}%‘ |is there an updated version of this | can circulate internally?

talking points for review

Colleagues:

We still have a number of components coordinating here .on't_hese points and we will have further edits. We are multi-
tasking due to the time constraints.

I'll send you an updated version around 1600 today.

Thanks,

47 c‘.’.ﬂ 9

Smt:'ﬁidw, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM
g Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamind;; | ACS 7455 v/ /445

Il oC A . .
Subject: HPSCI talking points for review

= Fegtie e T - b ————

Colleagues:
HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIA for use with.the media.
~lease review.the below and respond with your comments ASAP.

1

. )



) 7. P “A

From:
Sent:

‘o:
Ce:
Subject:

Should we include Shawn Turner on the coord for the points?,

e ———— e .e e e it S e bR e 48 8 s S ] %7 Rt it 84 % fh g Sk ks o g e S E

From: ( /4 &~

ber 14, 2012 3:27 PM
a/h Vietor, Tommy, Rhodes, Benjamin J.; [ NSS STULS It SRES S
v Vo

Suhject: RE: HPSCI talking points for review
Colleagues:

We still have a number of components.coordinating here on these points and we will have further edits We are muiti-
tasking due to the time constraints.

I'li send you an updated version around 1600 today.

Thanks,

A

/A

—— e hln e e s h— S i o 13 S T T

-Tnml & A c."l'-.‘ : "
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin ).;| n <5 20ic< Lusd /7555 ]

CC:E 1)( ‘l
Subject: HPSCT talking points for review,

Colleagues:
HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIA for use with the media.
Please review the below and respond with your comments ASAP.

Thanks very much,

14
V)
X 4

Chief, Media Relations
ClA Office of Public Affairs

HPSCI Talking Points for Use with the Medla
-14 September 2012



ber 14, 2012 5:08 PM’

Subject: . RE HPSCllakagpnmtsformm

Thanks for the reminder. Yes, ] told him we wouild.

CrA oAl

me. /? . ottt AL
September 14, 2012 5:05 PM

Slﬁjecl: RE: HPSCI Ialking points for review

Should we include Shawn Turner on the coord for the points?.

D T T ———— -

* ) - r,
NS 5SS (aonN SPFKS

Sd)ject:RE' HPSCI talking points for review
Coﬂeamgs:

We still have a number.of components mordmatmghere on thse points:and we will have further edits. We are multi-

tasking due to the time constraints.
il seﬁd you an updated version around 1600 today.

Thanks, -

Fiﬂl‘l! L‘__"LL"—?

Sent: Friday, September 14, 20123 04 PM-

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; MNSS FaisS i fress

Cel /4 bea
Subject: HPSCI talking points for review

Colleagues:
HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIA for use wrtfu the.media.
Please review the below and respond witﬁyour_mmmntsm.

" Thanks very much,

”
(14 OIA

Yy



From:
Sent:

ymber 14, 2012 5:00 PM.
BenjaminJ.;| Lss J77s s

Subject: evised HPSCI Talking. Paints for Revigw--

Colleagues:

Apologies for the delay.
Please review this revised verslon:

HPSCI Whitte Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

The currently available information suggests that the demidnstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by -
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo-and evolved into a-direct assault'against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information cantinues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a
demanstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of Individuals from across many sectors of Libyan soclety. The investigation is
on-going as to who is responsibie forthe violence. That bemg said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated

in the violent demonstrations.

Initial press reporting linked:the attack to Ansaral-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, bui: did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia’s
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false

interpretations of Islam, according'to an open source stuti_ig;

The wide availability of weapons and experienced ﬁghters ir| Llhya almost certainly.contributed to the lethality of
the attacks.

The Agency has produced numerotis pieces on the threat of extremists linked-to al-Qaeda in'Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five 'other-attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US famlme_s,_a_lsp contributing to-the efficacy of the-attacks.

The US Gevernment is working with_lljby"an authoritles and intelligence:partners in an effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

Thanlks,

("- I'e"."
- {7
A

' Chief, Media Relations .




From: Vietor, Tommy [Thomas_F.. Viet

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012'5:10 PM__ -
o: 74 o4 Flhades Ben;ammJ i N SS /7155 S 10
o 7 738
Ce: - e "Shawn 5 ;umar L.
Subject: ‘AE: Revised HIPSCI. Talking Points for Revisw

Thanks. Will vet here now.

5ubject~ Revised HPSCI Talkung Points for Review
Colleagues:
Apologies for the delay.
. Please review this ravise;! verslon

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media.
14 September 2012

¢ The currently available information sugjzests that the demonstrations!in Benghazi.were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into.a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex.- This assessment may change as-additional information Is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media.reports calling for a
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

e The crowd almost certainly was a mix off individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation Is
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know.that Islamic extremms participated

in the violent demonstrations.

o [nitial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia.. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, butt did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page 2ims to'spread sharia In Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to.counter what it views as false
interpretations.of Islam, according to an open sourcestudy. .

@ The wide availability of weapons and experienced- ﬂghters in Libya almost certalnly :contributed to the lethality of
the attacks.

e The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These:noted that, since April; there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's.convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilleti the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

* The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an.effort to help bring to justice
‘those responsible-for thé deaths of US cittizens.
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From: 4 ol ; PM
To: % & ': :_1_._1‘:
< Cid dod _]
Subject: FW: Revised HF'SC{TaIkiqg Points for Review
Colleagues: %
FYI.

These are talking points for HPSCI’s use with tiie media. They asked the DCIA for them today.

White House Is reviewing and DNI'is'aware.

/g
x4

 Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

From: /.0 o/

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09 PI“'IEl
o: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.;| /(< /i 0§ en &7 ops |

Ce: (/i S Turner = 5

Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Colleagues:

Apologies for the delay.

Please review this revised version:

-

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
' 14.September 2012

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi-were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may.change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. -On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a °
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

e The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across-many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to who is responsible for the: violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated

in the violent demonstrations.

Initial press reporting linked the-attack to‘Ansar akSharia. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but: did not deny that'some of its members were involved. Ansaral-Sharia's



Facebook page aims to spread sharia in'Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam; according:to an open source study.

® The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters‘in Libya almost certalnly contributed to.the lethality of
the attacks. e S -

® The Agency has produced numerous pié:ces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since-April, theife have been at least five other-attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack:against the British.Ambassador’s convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilitiés, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

© The US Government is working with Libyan authorities a_p’ud_in_telligeqm partnersin an effort to help bring to justicg
those responsible for the deaths of US.citizens.

Chief, Media Relatlons
CIA Office of Public Affairs
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. Subject: ,HEE-Rev?sed'HPsCI TMPO&HSfOI’ﬁBm

Colleagues:
'm told that Chalrman Rogers intends to use these talking points on Sunday.
Kindly respond to this note indicating that you've reviewed these talking poirits ASAP.

Thanks,

) | Cra W
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Sent: Friday, Septamber 14, 2012 5:20 PM

To: =2r Ns5sS
Ce: (v ol ¢

Subject: FW: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for'Review

Colleagues:
FYL
.hese are talking points for HPSCI’s use with the media. Thé_y- asked the DCIA for them today.
White House is reviewing and DNLis aware.
CiA
ofR

Chief, Media Relations

.CIA Office of Public Affairs
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len. cf.r 6f
mber14 2012 5:09 PM

To:Viehur Tummy, Rhodes, Benjamin J.; AJSS fR388  , A 2555

&:Ia /4 |Shawn S Tumer :
: HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Colleagues:
Apologies for the delay..
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From: Vietor, Tommy [ Thomas_F._Vietod “if

Sent: . Friday, Sj;‘)tamhar 14, 2012 6:21

or ¢4 (7 | Rhodes, EenjammJ NSS (557 ]
Ll [T X

Ce: E s .:’ ﬁhawn S Tumer -

Subject: avised HPSCI Talking, Pomts for Ravisw

i 2 . 2 ) :

[— r J i know you're trying to move these fast so here’s an initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would 2iso like to make sure the highllghted portions are full coordinated with
the State Department in the.event that they get mql.llies.

HPSC! White Paper TalHng-PuInts for'Use with the Media
14 September 2012

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in'Benghazi were.spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo-and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment.may change jas additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to'break into the Embassy.

e The crowd almost certainly was a mix-of individuals from-across many sectors of Li'byan society: The investigation is
© on-going as to who is responsible for the: violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated

in the violent demonstrations.

e Initial press reporting linked the attack tio-Ansar al-Sharfa. The group has since reléased a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need forihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam,.according to an open source study.

e The wide availability of weapons and experienced ﬁghters in Libya almost certainly contributed'to the lethality of
the attacks.

e. The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to-al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been atleast five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazl
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

e The US Government is working with Libyan-autforities and intelligence partners:in an-effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. L
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Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09 PM_
To'{VIemr, Tommy, Rhodes, Benjamin J1.; | NSS 88 1) s s ]
Cc: d &r _ ' ;

Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Rieview

Collehgues:



From: :
Sent: 'Fﬂday Septamber 14, 2012 6:24 PM

Yo: V’rator. Tommy; Rhodes, Ben;ammJ L AJEE Srscs
\,t P4 T

Ce: . TS:ﬂia\qm> umer

Subject:

‘Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Thanks very much for your prompt response, :rurnmy.

Will send over to STATE.

(e

TR A s e i b 1 TR bt S b P o S i o B S B b i ¢ ey i

Vietnr Tomrny [mailto: Thomas_F._Vietor] |

ber 14, 2012 ?A PM _ ' ‘
, Benjamin J. NS .-"7._"-::,-_‘}’ _g_,_ & ',_}-.- 5

‘4 4 |Shawn S Tumer 7 Lo B
ect: RE: Revised HPSCT Talking Polnts for Review.

F_Z’Z',y__)knmyou’réhﬂngto move these fast so liere’s an initial round of edits, One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet Iforaddeddadtv.naﬁsmldalsoﬂketomakemﬂiehlgmmdportiunsarefullmnﬁnatedwml
thaStateDeplmnent'lnﬂnmnt&latm.mlnquﬁg.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14September 2012

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations-in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change ias.additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to beevaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a .
demenstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

o The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from‘across many sectors of Libyan soclety. The investigation is
'on-going as to who is responsible for the vlolem:e That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated

k ln the violent demonstrations.

o Initial press reporting linked the attack to-Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page aims to spread sharla in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false

interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study.

o The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks '

e The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to.al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to thefficacy of the attacks.



From: [ 272 o7%]

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:33 PM
::: ““h’}d"ﬂ | ST47= @c4 < aze /W
ﬂ
Subject: HPSCI Talking Points for review
Colleagues:.

HPSCI requested these talkers from the DCIA this moming.

mmmmmwwmmmmmmmwm especially the portions
highlighted by the White House.

Kindly indicate that you have reviewed these points. We are.planning on transmitting thglrn to the Hill tonight.
Thanks, ' '

74 e f‘q

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
.14-S¢p§gmber 2012.

The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change s additional information is collected and analyzed-and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to'break into the Embassy.

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to who is responsible for the: violence. That being said, we-do know that Islamic extremists participated

in the violent demonstrations.

Initial press reporting linked theattack toAnsaral-Sharia. The group hassince released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks. '

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extrémists linked to al-Qaeda In.Benghazl and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five-other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attackagainst the British Ambassador’s convoy. ‘We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously.surveilleci the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort.to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.



From: Shawn S Tumer ' =
ber 14, 2012 6:41 PM

Sent:

To: y'Rhodes»BeruammJ r NSS s
c:: |

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Reviéw.-

I've been very careful not to say we issued a warning. Any concerns with adjusting.the first highlighted line to say:

® On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo-of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging
jihadists to break into the Embassy.

TS g e e~ s —— be i e

1'/)-‘, _
Sent'Fﬂday Septemberm 2012 6:24 PM
o: Vietor, Tommy; Rhudes,BenjammJ = '
Q:,T:’Sl ST“"H L ’\l53 ¥ .{fa' i "V'.,; J'}_S

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review J

Thank; very much for your prompt response, Tommy.

Will send over to STATE.

s e MRt s e s femwarm e s e s mr— A WA o o —— -

“rom: \netor,Tommv[malﬂn.IhnmﬂLE.__w_ : i
sent: Fﬂda: , September 14, 20126:21 PM

e e 5 B e b b ' % g B St 4 e i o

To. (4 Rhodes, Benjamin J.; ‘_g"t;;.- e ks BOcrc
Cet il S Tumer LSS Fry vty A2y
Subject: RE: RevmmSCITalIdrgPaintsforRevlew

‘{_-,'1’; |1 know you're trying to move these fast so here’s an initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would alsoike to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that: they get inquries.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

e The currently available information suggiests that the demonstrations in Benghazi'were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its-annex. This.assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling fora
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO ap;l that ]IIhaqlsts were threatening to break into.the Embassy.

e The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to who-is responsible for the:violence., That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated

in the violent demonstrations.

Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks; but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's

'1 -



From: e 77, X
Sent: F 14, 2012 6:43 PM -
o: ShawnSTumerI <.{ -4 Nietor, Tommy; Rhodes, BenjaminJ.;| /“st ,/~77i5
i b',‘__,“ INuland, Victoria J l_:f':.; 2
g oF :
Subject: . _ FlE avrsad HF'SCI Talking Polmsforﬂwiew
Looping in State. | think that's a good adjustment.
From: Shawn S Turner . oy o “n MR
mber 14, 2012 6:41 PM —
“%} Vietor, Tommy, Rhodes, Benjamin 1.; ] MNSS s S At IRFSS

SI.lbject. RE: RevlsedHPSCITalldng Points for Review

I've been very careful not to say we issued a \_uarning'. Any concerr"t; with adjusting the first highilighted line to say:

To: Vietor Tonmw,Rhodes,ijaman { PSS faidS Y R T

On 10 Septemiber we notified Embassy Cairo of social medii.: reports calling for 2. demonstration and encouraging
jihadists to break into the Embassy.

"berl#, 2012 6:24 PM

Ce: |77 _|Shawn S Turner
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points fnrRemew

Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tommy.

Will send over to STATE.

L &

From: Vietor, Tommy [maim.]hnmgs_ﬁ_\ﬂm:

Ce: | 1::11 J

/::-,CT

L T T POl o R Te L R e e T A Tt

14,2012 6;21 PM
Rhodes, Benjamin J.; NS LUSS il 17 5 5s
S Tumer :

A

A oF

Subjﬂ:t: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Pomis ffor Review

Ibowym{nuylngtommﬂamfastsnheu'sanlniﬂalroundofedlts.(lnesmalltwealtinsenumeilof
hdletlfotaddeddaﬂtv Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that they get inquries.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations ir Benghazi were spontaneousty inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evulved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional Information is collected and analyzed and-currently available



From: Vietor, Tommy [Thon"nas_F._Vietor - . '

Sent: EﬂdhLSagjemt 14,2012 6:48 =

Yo: rd ¢ ¢ hawn Tumer; ¥ ; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; [ AVSS FRHTS
; . NS £75sS, Ll FAEsS [nulandvj| ! 273 /%

Ce: e dde '

Subject: ; RE: F!ewsed HPSCI.Talking Points for Review.

FYI, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those.

- ————

B e —

Fl'ﬂl'lli /4 e 4 . ] |
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6 43 PM :
To: Shawn.Turner Crd_p. Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes Bén]aminJ A/SS Lofss A

[ bu e 72555 hlﬂaﬂﬂvj 4]__1
Ce: Cld o Q__J L -

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review .

Looping in State. | think that’s a good adjustment.

[ e T i e -

From ShaWn S Turner
Sent: Frid Septembe!' 14, 2012 6:41.PM

NS5 fia)ss e 7508 J

RE Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review
I've beel'l very careful not to say we issued a warning..Any mm:‘ern.s' with adjusting the first highlighted line to say:

On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo of social' media r'epdrts;(-:all_ihg for a demonstration and encouraging
jihadists to break into the Embassy:

Frnm ;
Sent: Fnday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; i ! Ns'.s. £A55S A J725cS |

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review
Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tommy.

Will send over to STATE.

¢ 1_,}//’1

i’r;m.Vietor Tnmmy[ma]!m.lbg' Mﬁ_!k-;j;gd - 5% I X

ber 14, 2012 6:21 PM
Rhodes, Benjamin J.; | NSC xS agy fRICS
’ S Tumer ,

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for. Rewew

[f‘j",d_—l | know you're trying to move these fast so'heré’s an Initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also'like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with

the State Department in the event that fthey get inquries..
-

v,



From:

Vietor Tommy [Thomas F. vmrE::

S'mlz'

“o: AISS flrics ]
Ce: +/F

Subject: ﬁé’ﬁéwaed HP'SCI Taking Poirs for Review

John's edits are below..Mostly in bullet 2.

I like the edit Shawn sent around.

From: Vietor, Tommy

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:21 PM }

To:| (/4 ¢4 |Rhodes,Benjaminl;[ A< F7ics o4/ 7miss ]
Cc:| /4 2cq [Shawn.Ti h
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review.

}1 know you’re trying to move these fast so here’s an Initlal round of ‘edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make'sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that: they get inquries.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012.

The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently-available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to-break into the Embassy.

e The investigation Is on-golng as to who is responsiblefwthevhlenu, aithough the crowd almost certainly was a
mix of individuals. We do know that Islamic-extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

o |nitial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. .The-group-has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page zims to spread-sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false

interpretations of islam, according to an open source study.

o The wide-availability of weapons and experienced fighters I Libya,almost certainly.contributed to the lethality of
the attacks. ‘ '

¢ The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since-April, there have been at least five:other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assallants, including the June attack against the:British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously:surveilled the-US facilities, also’contributing.to-the efficacy of the attacks:

e The US Government Is working with Libyan authorities and intélligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.
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From: | £ 2 _,v_-!'f:'- .
Sent: Friday, Septemiber 14, 2012 6:53 PM-

To: Vietor, Tommy: Rhodes, Benjamind| o<« 75 s =
I TS i S =

Ce: *_* , |Shawn & Tumer

Subject:- e\nsedHF’Spl Talking Points for Review

Excellent. Willimplement.

Thanks, Tommy

( i
oJe

idav. September 14, 2012552m
‘¢z _; Rhaodes, Benjamin J.;| NES 2158 fady A7555
Cc: 'MJSI-lawnSTwner . e
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

John's edits are below. Mostly in bullet 2.

| like the edit Shawn sent around.

T S e [

HPSCI Talking Points for Review

[*T*:]lhiwwu'umhmﬂlmfastsohem’sanlnlﬂalmundofed&Onemﬂtwukunsenthqf
bullet 1 for added clarity. Du&kmnﬂalsolliehmakesmﬂmhlghﬂghtedwﬁomamfnllmrdinateﬂwiﬂ!
the State Department in the event that they get inquries.

HPSCI Whiite Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

o The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in'Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo 2ind evolved into 2 direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. (n 10 September we warned of social medla reports calling for a
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIR( and that jihadists:were threatening to break into.the Embassy.

o The investigation is on-going as to who iis responsible for the violence; although the crowd almost.certainly was a
mix of individuals. We do know that Isliamic extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

o Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar.al-Sharia. The group hassince released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that:some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharla's
Facebook page aims.to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for]lhad to counter-what it views as false
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study.,

\!}r \J
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From: Nuiand, Victomd[mland\d{—_—_—]
Sent: Friday, Seplamber 14,2012 7;
Yo: NSC Deputy Press- ‘_J/-L a4

Bmlaﬂﬁl'l-l-; TERLY ey ¥ i 7 ful
Ce: |_j_.:_l y 5 3 ¢ . 7T, ¥ /
Su

bject: RE: Revised HPSCI Taﬁang Points for Review:

Are these for open or closed h‘earing? if open, the line about: “knowing” there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium — how do we know who were they, etc... So I'll
. need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

................ R —

From Wemr, Tommy [mailto Thomas_F _Vlelmﬁ

14, 2012 6:48 PM
_ Turner{_ [Crg o772 Rhodes, Benjamin J.;] A <t . Trics ]
LUH L7855 Nuland, Victoria J; | 7 75 /2] :
</docH

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

£id 0%

FYI, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those.

B b e — ——— S

aomi /9 o700 ]
sent: E,‘zuu'sﬁmtr
Yo: Shawn.Tt |77 270 Mietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benfamin % 4,55 71 s
O s Pl g e
{/‘L$—‘ ’

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talldng Points ffor Review

Looping in State. | think that's a good adjustment..

Fron‘f Shawn S Turner
ber 14, 2012 6:41 PM

, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.;| <« /23S et 2205 ]
A ¢ ,f
SMRE.R&VMHPSCITﬁdngPdmsierEVIEW

I've been very careful not to say we issued a warning. Any concerns'with adjusting the first highlighted line to say:

e On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo of social- media reports calling for a demonstration.and encouraging
jihadists to break into the Embassy. :

, .-l’.J F‘f;’ "‘:‘:-' -.: \.‘ s % .
 Sent: Friday, Septem]her 14,2012 6:24 PM
' % Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Berjerin ;| AJcy ZessS  pudf S5 S =




From: CA) (7535 J
. ﬂr: taTl_ll_.._ :

3".0:“ ' Vs

oC:

Subject: Re: Revisad HPSCI Tallmg Points for ““"9“'

2/ | wo are taking s Jook and I will reésonsd back.

el 77 . o,

TO 4 ./,v' of 7 { _[ _f'?f_‘,z o 1:_’: ¢ <
/4 o0 j

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Colleagues:

I'm told that Chalrman Rogers intends to use these talking points on'Sunday.

Kindly respond to this note indicating that you've reviewed these talking points ASAP.

Thanks,

r
IA o 2

‘nm (s '( } 4
sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:20 PM :
TG: ‘/‘ / 1.\‘. _|
{’/" r..'( 4 .
Suhjld:F\mRevbedi-ﬂ’SﬂTaﬂdngPointsforReﬂew

Colleagues:

Y1,

These are talking points for HPSCI's use with the media. They asked the DCIA for them today.

White House'is reviewing and DNI is aware.

4

oA

' Chief, Media Relations.
CIA Office of Public Affairs

_— - ———— e

ber 14, 2012 5:09.PM_-

To.\netor,Tanmy'Rlnds,Benjaman| ALSS s 555, ot 555

1



< S=S == ——————————————
From: - ;
Sent: ber 14,20127:29 PM _
a:
Ce: | (/4 oY
Subject: FW Ravisad HPSCI Talldng Pmnts forRoview

Guys - - see Toria’s question below. Can we soften this a bit?

From: Nuland, Vldnrla ] [maﬂto.nuland\gi |
Sent: Friday, Septemha'14,2012716PM

u-nerMRhodes Benjamln],[_ ASS fesss |

A of’
L7 n}_&y;‘/f’;,; ST ,l’éfd
: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Are these for open or closed hearin‘g? If open, the line about “knowing” there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at podlum — how do we know, who were they, etc... Sol'll
need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

-

Hﬁ?ﬁ}fmmmy [mgug.m E. Vietor( P

2 Cle afg 1Rhodes, Benjamin 1.; [ AK€ S7P55 § ]
¢-~:._1.-' FoTiss ] W ST a7 La
: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

FYl, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those.

78 08 | Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin 3.;| 4, ¢ /5, |

[ I )

d b |
- Revisad HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Looping in State. | think that's a good adjustment.

o e S e —

From: Shawn S Turner

Sent: September 14, 2012 6:41 PM :
/2 a’dr&' . Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin 3.; I$97, 15,',__.&_#/5:1'5
/; Lt
Subject. RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points fior Review

! ve been very careful not to say we issued‘a warning. Any concerns with adjusting the first highlighted line to say:



=20 7 -_‘
From: Nuland, Victoria J [nulandvj
Sent: : Fnday. Septemher 14,2012 7:

Secretary,

{ cr7o Shawn S Turner;

5>

Subject: . RE Revised HPSCI Talklng Poinls for Heviaw

| just had a convo with! ‘_l) 20 |and | now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis; | have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don’t
want to prejudice the investigation.

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could be abused by
Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

Bl el ST b ¥ e o8 e taadial s 5 v B " i e v 3 it oy e ] | S Wl b s i T o 5P . 8§ i S 4 e o e e S il ety ety £

From: Nuland, Victoria J

Sent Friday, Septernber 14, 2012 7:16 PM . '
0! NSC Press Secretary; 4 o7 [Shawn. Tumer]q__:-,; [ ©77__ Rhodes, Benjamin J.;

Ad a8 -“-*.__7_:_-‘5 w1 n)_“_,t_zf § Ag :L|

e g
i O ,‘

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Are these for open or closed hearing? If open, the line about “knowing” there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium — how do we know, who were they, etc... So il
need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

P P o L e O T - e TUE T ST o]

“rom:. Vlel:or Tommy [mamn :IT\ocnasj Wetm'l;

sent: Friday, ber 14, 2012 6:48 PM

Yol Cig o/% Jumerl .4 o0/A Rhodes, Benjamin 15[ 456 /7555 |




From: . LF' FA
Sent: ‘aél,éaptember 14,2012 7:51 PM

f ‘;zi z:/_\ I 2_’ /-Ui
Subject: .Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

¥ --' Iplin coordmtlon with CTD, we have sorne concems:

1. ﬂwamumcyofme sentence of the firsit bullet point which states “On 10 September we wamed of social media
reports calling for a demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.”
And-—- who is the"we" that is referenced?

2. We recommend editing the last senterice in the second bullet’ pomt to “That being said, there are indications that
Islamic extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.”

I will be free to discuss in about 20-minutes-if necessary. .

A
'y T a
L1

“F D 17°51 v
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

[ /1 | we are taking  look and | wil respond back.
1 .

(..”' J L;,_'J{‘ . ‘
To (A L4 | FEe SRI8S
Cc: 1A o A —r__ ' -

Sent: Fri Sep 14 18:04:08 2012
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI. Talking Points for Review

Colleagues:
F'm told that Chalrman Rogers intends to use: thesetalking'points on Sunday.

Kindly respond to this note indicating that you've reviewed these talking points ASAP..

Thanks,

Bt B e Ve - 5 wzn s - - - — x - rre

Sent: Friday, .September 14, 2012 5:20 PM

To s WA 133 |
Cel s raoda :

Su : Revised HPSCI Talking Poirits ffor Review

_‘olleaguééi



(_/I AA

Friday, Semember 14, 2012 7:52 PM
Nuland, Victoria J; NSCDepmy i ST e,-] L4 o ]ledas,
Ben]ammJMaehanBaﬂmdam y S/ . Oy

'G‘: ’>:5

;__{/‘f JL/J

Subhel. RE: Revised HF'SCI Talking Polnts for Havlew

On that very issue, Toria, we are waiting to hear back from the Bureau: | %

v B s b b Sinthimbrminad reetar s

From: Nuland, Victoria J [maﬂtn‘nulandvi_ ]
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM

To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary;[ /.7 < brnwn S Tumer{/ /7
L)
Cc:i (

es, Benjamin J.;
: Adams, David S

SS A bW . 71458 S7ATVE 24t jsumvan'
?._'_7 = - - ;
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Polntsfor Review
4 '/ - . . - |
Ijust had a convo with| (_-’Ef and | now understand that these are'being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don’t
"vant to prejudice the investigation.

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could be abused by

Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to-Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here’

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

From: Nuland, Vidoria] |
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7416 PM

“To: NSC Deputy Press Secretary; [ /.7 2/ Shawn. Turnerd cha l ;::*{_":ﬂods, Benjamin J.;

AL{ )!.l._.d,f"‘t- h\ 1:4 I f//"

A g oz
f47 €A

Sl.lbjel.‘.t: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review




Adams, David S [AdamsDS

Friday, September 14, 2012 8:39 PM ) .

Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary] /¢ -~ _ |Shawn S Turner;
€ /77 eFd Ain.J.: INCS [ 2555

s i 71558, ST 4TS JX ullivan, Jacob J

(/9 Do

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

!'m with Toria. The last bullet especially will read to members like we had been repeatedly warned.

From: Nuland, Victoria J
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM

To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary} ¢ /.7 /s ShawnTumel (77 o/ 7

Rhodes, Benjamin J.;| WSS fRISS o W rss S 2 F i92 |Sullivan, Jacob J;

Mams_' Da\fld 5 e ’ et - hf' /{} = p X
/A |

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for' Review

ljust had a convo with /_\':9';;;] and | now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media. ) g

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don’t

want to prejudice the investigation,
In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we.aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could bé abused by

Members to beat the State Depariment for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

From: Nuland, Victoria.J
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:16 PM _—
- [ 7.4 277 Shawn.Turnerl v .22

MSS FIKS btt LUSS, CTa 5T £

Cel ~dord]
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

hodes, Benjamin 1,;

Are these for open or closed hearing? If open, the lirie about “knowing” there were extremists among
he demonstrators will come back to.us at podium — how do we know, who were they, etc... So I'll

need answers to those if we deploy that line; tx.



_STATE STAFF ASST

e
From: Vietor, Tommy [Thomas_F._Vietor@v . ]
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 8:58 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria J; Sullivan, Jacob J; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; STATE PA
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review
We will use these too
--—---Original Message-----
From: Nuland, Victoria J [nulandvi@ ]

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:55 PM Eastern Standard Time
To: Vietor, Tommy; Sullivan, Jacob J; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; S~t+c PA
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

These are points for Congress to use w press. Shdnt they be consistent with our own public lines if we are
recommending them?

From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas_F._Vietor@ 1
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:43 PM
To: Sullivan, Jacob J; Rhodes, Benjamin J. <Benjamin_J._Rhodes@ > STATE PA ; Nuland, Victoria ]

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

There is massive disinformation out there, in particular with Congress. They all think it was premeditated based
on inaccurate assumptions or briefings. So I think this is a response to not only a tasking from the house intel
committee but also NSC guidance that we need to brief members/press and correct the record

--—-Original Mcssage-----

From: Sullivan, Jacob J [SullivanJJ@ ]

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:40 PM Eastern Standard Time

To: Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Vietor, Tommy; STATE PA | Nuland, Victoria J
Subject: FW: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Skinnying list. | do not understand the nature of this exercise. And some of the statements below are new by me. Can
we have a conversation before this goes out?

From: Adams, David S

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 8:39 PM

To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary; . s oA ; ShawnTurner@c TR A
Rhodes, Benjamin J.; N SS , WH PRESsS ; STATE PA :Sullivan, Jacob]
Cc CiA veA

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

I'm with Toria. The last bullet especially will read to members like we had been repeatedly warned.

1

Y/



From: Nuland, Victoria J
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM

To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secreary; ¢ cun op 4 ShawnTumer@ ;. €29 9%
 Benjamin J; N SS, WH pRESS STATE PA | Sullivan, Jacob J;
Adams, David S

Ccc CIA ocA
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review
CIRoPK

_ 1]ust had a convo with , and | now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don’t
want to prejudice the investigation.

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren’t doing that

ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could be abused by

Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

From: Nuland, Victoria J
Sen . Fricay, Sectembar 14, 2712 7:16 PM

To: NSC Ceputy Press Secretary; . 1A opa Shawn.Turnerd 1wy 074 _ Rhodes, Benjamin 3.;
NSS, WH PResC STATE PA

Cc: CiA ocA
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Are these for open or closed hearing? If open, the line about “knowing” there were extremists among
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium — how do we know, who were they, etc... So I'll
need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx.

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas F. Vietor@

Sent: Fridav. September 14, 2012 6:48 PM

To _ (4 oFd Shawn.Turner@ 1A OFA _ ;Rhodes, Benjamin).; NSS PRESS,
WH PRESS Nuland, Victoria J; STATE PA

Cc ¢ya OCA

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

12



FYl, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those.

From: ClA OPA

Sent: Fnday, September 14, 2012 6:43 PM

To: Shawn.Turner@ - © Gl oPp ; Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjam . ~ NSS PRESS
WH PRESS nulandvi@ ;. STATE. A ’

Cc: CiA OCA
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Looping in State. | think that's a good adjustment.

From: Shawn S Turner

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:41 PM

To: QA ¢PA; Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.;, INSS ; WH PRESS
Cc: CIA OCA

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

I've been very careful not to say we issued a warning. Any concerns with adjusting the first highlighted line to say:

* 0Oni10 September we notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging
jihadists to break into the Embassy.

From: i oFa
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; NS ) WH PRESS
Cc: (4 9%PShawn S Turner

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review
Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tommy.
Will send over to STATE.

72 By

From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas F. Vietor@: |

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:21 PM

To: Cia e ; Rhodes, BenjaminJ.;  NSS,;, WH PRESS

Cc: &LA YFShawn S Turner

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Pt , | know you're trying to move these fast so here’s an initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of

bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that they get inquries.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling fora

3

“2



demenstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. (this is ok
as changed above...)

e The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is

on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated
in the violent demonstrations.

2. The-group: has since released a statement that its

e

jan Fﬁaﬁté of Itsmembe;s were mvolved Aa&i‘t’ 3 I~sharia s
s65the need for fihad to counter whatit views as false

o The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks.

\geriey:has produced numer6us pieceson the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
i -fﬁ'}\eg‘g fioted'that, since Aprilithere-have been atlgastfive Sther attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi

yun I;lénttﬁed assailants, Includmg“the, .lurne ‘Bttack -againstthe British. Ambassador’s convay. We mnnot rule out
hat mdiwduais had previously surveilléd the US facllines, also contributing to the efficacy of the. attacks.

» The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

From:: _____Cui 6Py 1
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09 PM
Tot Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin 3., N 35, WH PRESS

Cc: CIA OCA  Shawn.Turner@
Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points ror Review

Colleagues:
Apoiogies forthe 3w
Please review this revised version:

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

» The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated
in the violent demonstrations.

e Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's

4

1



Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study.

s The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks.

® The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

e The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

43



[_(f/f‘.'-' P 4 "

. From: L7y &

?n‘l: Frida' ember 14, 2012 9:15 PM
o: i '
Ce: T v : -

Subject: d HPSC taking points

Here’s where we stand as of this hour.
Everyone has submitted coordination commients.

The State Department had major reservations with much or most of the document. We revised the document with their
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State.

We further discussed the HPSCI talking poinits with your comments and concerns in'mind.
he FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions.
Here's the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP.

Thanks, -

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations:in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency
notified Embassy Cairo.of social media reports calling for'a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to

break into the Embassy.

e The investigation is:on-going as to wiho is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the
violent demonstrations.



From: i FA faryss |
Sent:
To: Zr _"ruﬂandvjd:_]'_'[hmu F Vietor[ __ BhawnS Tumer;
27277 | 'Benjamin_J.. | AgCanss ]
- wrs r*"‘"-—‘- ] _;_q-_ .-.‘":-(-’."_hff #
l_&i%,xﬁ[: _j‘AdamsDi*j_\_q, P ]J
cc: (—'4{. -~ - : 2 - — 3 -
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Just a question- but separate from the FBI concems, has DOJ, provided input? They will have to deal with the the
prosecution and related legal matters surrounding the federal investigation.

FMJ c/7 6‘__.1{' J inkiey — . .
<nulandviq ; Thomas F. Vietol ______ |Thomas F. Vieto |

To: nula

Shawn.Tu wn.Turne] | crg o |
|<Benjamin_J. Rhodes| | ASSC Friss ]
ALSS 72355 - =
{- e A £35S _&g-}_:{__f-—h— —— i
<Sullivani}{_ | AdamsDS| :@mmd_—]_., JE— |
r (77 ocq ‘
Sent: Fri Sep 14 19:52:25 2012 '

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Poinits for Review
On that very issue, Toria, we are waiting to hear back from the Bureau. ‘ om IL /R

s mites b et e —— A e e

From: Nuland, Victoria J [mailto:nula

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39

To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary;[ /. o7 [Bhawn S Tume /.~ Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
E -"\!__:-\ 3 j_, _r) 5y _‘_‘g‘.i/ j‘."’;j_)' Y 7 ,’f’? Ful“'vat'l, Jal:ﬂtl J; Maﬂ'E, David S
Ce:lcs7 de 4 r '

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

| just ha'd a convo with _»fg l and | now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media. : .

On that basis, | have serious coneerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start:making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don’t

want to prejudice the investigation.

In same vein, why.do we want Hill'to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have Investig_at‘idr‘: results... and the penultimate point could be abused by
Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention-to Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned...

Jake Sulitvan, Dave Adams here

e e s i i st 8 e 88



| 4y e .
From: Nuland, Victoria J [nulanm
Sent: tember 14, 201

To: it oA
Ce: L7473 /74 _l_,___L’_L i  reecd]
Subject: Re: Rewsad HPSGHakIng points

These dan't resolve all my issues or those of my building leadership. They are consulting w NSS.

L /J ./:.{ = fj.ﬂ N gl eyl o o e 2 e

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM
To: Nuland, Victnria] =
. Cc.L 4}_2__4' [ £/ of% aF -t
Subject: Revised APSCI taking points 3 ‘

Toria:

We further-discussed the HPSCI talking poin'ts with your comments and concerns in mind.

The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a-'couple of minor suggestions.
Here's the latest version of the points. Please let.us know your thoughts: ASAP. '

Thanks,

HPSCI White: Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September2012

o The currently-available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved Into-a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency
notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demenstration and. encouraging jihadists to

break into the Embassy.

o The investigation Is on-going as to wtio is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the

violent demonstrations.

o The wide availability of weapons and experienced ﬁghters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the
lethality of the attacks

e The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot
rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the

attacks.



_STRTE_STACEC ASST.

s
From: Nuland, Victoria J
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:24 PM
To: Sullivan, Jacob J
Subject: Fw: Revised HPSCI taking points
Fysa

From: Nuland, Victoria J

Sent: Friday, September 14 2012 09:23 PM

To: CIA OPn° 77

Cc: Stuic PR ] Cu“ SPA, iR OCA
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taklng points

These don't resolve all my issues or those of my building leadership. They are consulting w NSS.

From: Clx oPx

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM

To: Nuland, Victoria J

Cc: Stote g 3% CIA OPA ein O ; N
Subject: Revised HPSCI taldng points

Toria:
We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comments and concerns in mind.
The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions.

Here’s the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP.
Thanks,

11d
HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency
notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to
break into the Embassy.

e The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the
violent demonstrations.

&



o The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the
lethality of the attacks.

s The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot

rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the
attacks.

e The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring
to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

== '/'/:f _).“ 2
Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs



From: Sullivan, Jacob J [SullivandJ|
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:25 PM

To: wuﬂﬁfaﬂd VIctanaJ NSC

AJ {‘_g_}

- - - LA P e e i Ay -

From: Adams, David S
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08*38 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria 1; NSC

<Shawn.Tu

[@mu__ | VS FrseS

3 A/SS FI5SS  IM F2iSS. Srazd i , Jacob
Cc: .

(//_';: o _f
~Revisad APSCT Talking Polfits for Review

'm with Toria. The last bullet especially will read to members like we had been repeatedly warned.

-—

From: Nuland, Victoria J

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM _

TM Nl.llal'ld, ViCtDﬂB J FEC Deput‘f pr& Se‘mw;l P . ,_‘-,-"_’fj Bhaw'n"nmlu{_ T ey .-‘.?,
mln] L NISS irsg “ o SHSE KT ATY pes s fsullnran. ]aéb.];

w C/d (=" |

‘HPSCI Talking Points fior Review

1 just had a convo with /ﬁ‘ ‘and | now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members
of Congress to use with the media.

On that basis, | have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don’t
want to prejudice the investigation.

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren’t doing that
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penuitimate point.could be abused by

Members to beat the State Department for not paymg attention to Agency warnings so why do we
want to feed that either? Concerned...

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here

.is email is UNCLASSIFIED.




et AN

——
::unT: Viatur. Tommy [Thomas_F. Vietor
To: __FST jovas | CTAOCA |'nulandy | S Tumer;
cTH of v T :
. Siete ] ¢
-3 ) ’
cc: EEY—IJ\ r flT e < =
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Given the DOJ equities and States desire to run some traps, safe to assume we can hold on this-until tomorrow?

——Original Message——

From: F7‘_' ﬁ";- s

Sent: Frida 14,2012 09:19 EM?stunStandard'I‘imc

Toj¢cz i OF A ]'nulmld\ﬂ‘r Vietor, Tommy: ‘Shawn.Tumérl <= fr OPA
Rhodes, Benjamin J.; s WH Pess, Stute PA

‘Sullivanl] , T Cor Russ

Ce:| cTh och ‘

Sub HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Mammhrhﬁmhhmheﬁilcmhasboll, provided input? They will have to deal with the the
pmsecuﬁonandrdaledbgalmaﬂerswmundngmefedaalhmﬁgaﬁon -

T:mmﬁa— nulandvi{ J } Thomas_F. Vietof = |<Thomas_F._Vieto: l

5'-:;"?.1{1“'“" Beniarhin _.L_Rbndea-l G o [ AVES Bess )
l ld R Qrcs-s é»‘fade PR [Sullivanil| _ 1
— e T ]

cep och
Sent: Fri Sep 14 19:52:25 2012
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

On that i'efy issue, Toria, we are waiting to hear back from the Bureau. o fA

From: Nuland, Victoria J [malito:nulandvi{_ |

Sent: Fiday,Septaber 14, 2012 739 P .
To: Nul o) [ ecretaryi T P A Ishaws mer;| cCh , Benjamin J.;

Sullivan, Jacob J; Adams, David S

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review.

| just had a convo with@aﬁd' | now understand that these are being prepared to give to N_Iembers
~f Congress to use with the media.

»



Sullivan, Jacob J

From: Sullivan, Jacob J

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:32 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria J

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taking points

Talked to Tommy - we can make edits.

From: Nuland, Victoria ]
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:23 PM
To: Sullivan, Jacob J

Subject: Fw: Revised HPSCI taking points

Fysa

From: Nuland, Victoria J
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:23 PM

To: _ CUp OPK

G STATE PA _CA QzA cin OFA
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taking points

These don't resolve all my issues or those of my building leadzrship. They are consulting w NSS.

Fron CIx 0Pk

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM

To: Nuland, Victoria J

Cc: STRATE PA Cin __oPx tix oo
Subject: Revised HPSCI taklng points

Toria:
We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your cominents and concerns in mind.
The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions.

Here’s the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP.

Thanks,

crh okl

HPSCI White: Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

o The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Ernbassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency

1

S3



notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to
break into the Embassy.

The investigation is on-going as to whao is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly

was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the
violent demonstrations.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the
lethality of the attacks.

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot

rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the
attacks.

The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring
to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

it oPA

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

8Y



coh opd

From: Flhodas. Benjarnin J. Ben1M|LJJhwes]:]

Sent: Friday, Septemiber 14, 2012 9:34 PM
To: - Vietor, T %g-mmmﬂ | Shawn
S Tumar' CJ? Of) Nes Pre=s A

[mmx-w \damsD

C?;j: Qﬂr_s's'
Co: cIA OCh
Subject:’ Re:. Revised HP'SCI Talking Points for Review

All -

Sorry to be fate to this discussion. We need to resolve thisina way that respects all.of the relevant equities, particularly
the mvsﬂgation

There is a ton of wrong information getting out into the public domain from Congress and people who are not
particularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessments that don't compromise intel or the investigation, we
need to have the capability to correct the record, as there are significant policy and messaging ramifications that would
flow from a hardened mis-impression.

We can take this up tomorrow morning at deputies.

me Vietor, Tommy
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:26 PM.

To: FBr - <z & opk | :
‘nulandvj [<nula } 'Shawn.Turnef <Shawn Tumer1 == £ OPA ]
Rhodes, Benjamin J.; [ A/S S Qeess, AU H s [
Stote 4 HSullivandlf l
<Sullivan] ‘Adal <AdamsL Fis ==
e : I I I |
<Th oCA

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points {for Review

Given the DOJ equities and States desire to run some traps, safe to.assume we can hold on this until tomorrow?

—---Original Message-----

From: [ ¥ =T

Sent: Friday, September 14,2012 09:19 PM Eastern Standard Time

Toi cThk ofRH | nulandv_ﬂ Vietor, Tommy; 'Shawn. Turner{ | <f oPA
Rhodes, BTnja.tniu'J.; Nzs H—eas oy ?ress Shte VK I
‘Sullivan]J 'AdamsDS‘ '

cel exk ek ‘J ?%'r?msg J

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Poiints for Review

Just a question- but separate from the FBI concemns, has DOJ; provided input? They. will have to deal with the the
prosecution and related legal matters surrounding the fedéral investigation.




b ofp|

from: e, § 5w
t: ber 14, 2012 9:36 PM
~o: Rhodes, Benggl 4 ommy,| r BT \’ce‘;-'i'- " INulandVJ
ay 7] . MNss Peess, Wl Pose i
u
= % ] Pcuss :
Ce: T ﬁ_[ 0&,% - IM
Subject: ' RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review
Thanks, Ben. Looping in <F#|Fo
From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjamin_J._Rhoded = e -
. Sent: Friday, Septe 34PM : '
To: Vietor, Tommy; | FB=1T [ f»:t 0%k |'Nulandv] Shawn S-Turner; Pl
N&S Pess, | H?:'mf-_spﬁg e Suilivan
: el Heess :
iz ocH

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review
All -

Sorry to be late to this discussion. We:need to resolve this in a way that respects all of the relevant equities, particularly
the investigation.

There is a ton of wrong information getting out into the public domain from Congress and people who are not

particularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessments-that don't compromise intel or the investigation, we
eed to have the capability to correct the record, as there are significant'policy and messaging ramifications that would

flow from a hardened mis-impression. .

We can take this up tomorrow morning at cleputies.

e sea mets e 8 e mmema s & m e ey e N e

From: Vietor, Tommy

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:26 PM : "
To T =SS [ ex# SotA il
%rfkm ['Shawn, Turng] w_ﬁ:l’r aff: |
[ s of Rhodes, Benjamin3,;|  VSS ey, JIl Veess [
‘Ada JMM_J PB T Veess =1

V2L Yess
cth OCA
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Paints for Review

Given the DOJ equities and States desire to run some traps, safe to assume we can hold on this uatil tomorrow?

~—-Original Message---—
From:| |22 S
‘ent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:19- tern Standard Time

Tl Gr ) O(Kk |'nulandvj Vietor, Tommy, 'Shawn.WA ol




oPh
Thank&yi FBI says AQ (not AQIM) wias involved-and they are pursuing that theory.
So we are not ahead of law enforcementiiow: |

So are cleared tt:: send to congress?

ber 14,2012 09:14 PM -
To; CII-DCA-

al
Snb,ier.t Fw Revised HPSCI taking polrits

e B e e

Here's where we stand as of this hour.
Everyone has submitted coordination comments.

The State Department had major reservations with much or most of the document. We revised the document with their
concemns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State.

(=4 oph
S
Sk v .w%%m"‘."*/oq ]

Toria:

We further discussed the HPSCI talking pointts with your comments and concerns In mind.
The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a-.couple of minor suggestions.
Here's the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP.

Thanks,

4 otk

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use:with the Media
14 September 2012

The currently available information suggests tba{ the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously :
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
-1’

=
.
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Crh otk

From: | ST P@SS = |

Sent: r 14, 2012 9:44 PM _
To: CThH o . in_J. ' !

- s MEE ress e
face [%7-‘ Dod d, Dean ro (

Subject: Ha Remsad HPSCI Talking Points for Review

including DOJonthe email{ V0  jind Dean Boyd.

cz:A oA

To ‘B mm nﬂu_quf \nemr{El

Tho ! ancV.

<Thomas_F F‘:i'}:-.gﬂa.ﬁ. <Nu

Nes Pees WH Pceﬁs Stfe PH
[State PA Tsulvend kSullivan1l [ AdamsDS kAdamsDS{ =
| ¥8x Peecs | eT# VO [
- Ce| <xh ocH |

Sent: Fri Sep 14 21:36:15.2012
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking. Poirits for Review

Thanks, Ben. ‘Looping 4 criA }FO

cem: Rhodes Benjamrﬁ 3. [mailto:Benjamin_J, _Rhoded ]

Sent: Friday, Sej M

Ta: Vietor, To F G [EA oPh Nulandva - Shawn CTH oPh
= , O H _?c-o_s"':‘ 5h+a rA

‘A |— ¥ BT Veess

Ce:| CTH ok .

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

All -

Sorry to be late to this discussion. We need to resolve this ini a way that reép‘et.ts-all of the relevant equities, particularly
the investigation. ;

There is a ton of wrong information getting out:into the piiblic domain from Congress and people who are not
particularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessments that don't compromise intel or the investigation, we
need to have the capability to correct the:record, as there are significant policy and messaging ramifications that would

flow from a hardened mis-impression.

We can take this up tomorrow morning at députies.

- ——— o, T — 4

From: Vietor, Tommy
Sent: ber 14, 2012 09:26 PM
o: LC:C-H' [®]7 ff

|
‘nulandvj mkmﬂ—_l MTUM__JW_QIJ oPﬂ.

Y



CcTh OPﬂ'

From:
Sent:
Yo:

Jc:
Sup]acl: Draf Note for Director on HPSCI TPs

och.
Here's a draft note to the DIRECTOR .

Sir — We've tried to work the draft talking points for HPSCI through the coordination process but have run into major
problems. Perhaps as a result of the afternoon teleconference, a number of agencies have been looped in. The White
House cleared quickly, but State has major concerns. The Bureau cleared with a few comments but asked that Justice,
which would handle any criminal prosecution, be brought in. It is evident that will not happen tonlght. and Ben Rhodes
has asked that this issue be reviewed tomorrow morning at the Deputies’ meeting.

Additionally, Eric Schmitt of the NYT contacted us to let us know that he had spoken with Rep. Ruppersberger. who had
given him a readout of your session.



CTH off I c

From: [ h off ] b
AU s oc_% E < AECA ijA |
<C: (=9 N
Subject: _ RE: Revised' HPSCI taking po_i'nis'
Nope
'F‘l'.;‘-l;":"-"'-ﬂ- i. . - e - - e e e e e

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:43 PM

Tﬂ = A ofﬂ-é och |
Subjed: Rg P HPSCI taking points

ﬁo ; ;
Thanks Fyi FBI says AQ (not AQIM) wass involved and they are pursting that theory.

50 we are not ahead of law enforcement now.

So are cleared to send to congress?

ubject' FW Revised HPSCI taking points
Here’s where we stand as-of this hou_r.
Everyoné has submitted coordination nommen'ts.

The State Department had majnr'res;ematinns with much or most of the document. We revised the document with their
concems in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State.

OPA

14,2012 8:59 PM

% 'Pﬂc/oc.ﬂ

We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comments:and-concerns in mind.

Toria:

The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offéered only a-couple of minor suggestions.

.

‘ere’s the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP.



(CGEL 0P~ |

From: I Clﬂ' D?A" y

8;3!1!: ’ %ﬂnﬂﬁﬁ)ﬂiﬂﬂﬂd
o:

oc: <ThFo j[F=o |

- Subject: FW: Revised HFSCI taking poinis .

[_F_—’— attached below is the latest version of the HPSCI till:ers I'will sénd you another email chain with Ben Rhodes’
comment. Cheers@ OPA

=7 |
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:53 PM
mr&"o T <T# ot/ o ch]
Cc: [cxh och

Subju:t: RE: Revised HPSCI taking points

L e . A ¢ g 8 4R

Nope
From: @i. - }
Sent: Frid ptember 14, 2012'9:43 PM

To: M:-

Cl:

Wﬂ@mmm

Thanks Fyi FBI says AQ (not AQIM) was involved and they are pursuing that theory.
30 we are not ahead of law enforcement now.

So are cleared to send to congress?

e 1 A R S S —— 5505 S s o YT S o b e

ki i e N i

{
ember 14, 2012 09:14 PM-

Subject! FW: Revised HPSCI taking points
Here's where we stand as of this hour.

Everyone has submitted coordination comments.

The State Department had major reservations with much or most of the document. We revised the document with their
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent'to State,

Lech ok
L T

4,.2012 8:59.PM

TII:
| Sate PN cTh oW /oc k 3
Su [ taking points




~ Toria:

We funhér discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comments _and concerns in mind.

vhe FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions.
Here's the latest verslon of the ;;ofnt;. "Please h;.t_us know-you; ﬂlﬂl;BhtS;ASAP; -

Thanks,

EA— ofth

HPSCI White: Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10.September the Agency
notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports ca!llng for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to
break into the Embassy. :

¢ The investigation is on-going as to whio is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the

violent demonstrations.

- » The wide availability of weapons and experienced fi ghhers in Libya almost certainly contributed to the
lethality of the attacks.

o The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot
rule out that individuais had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing.to the efficacy of the
attacks.

o The US Government is working with Libyan. authoritiés and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring
to justice those respansible for the de:aths of US.citizens.

| cxhk ofk
Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

(5



UNCLASSIFIED
- 14 September 2012.

&,
O The currently available information suggests that the d dfions in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in and evolved into a direct

assanlit against the US Consulate and subsequently its anm."l‘hmassasmm:naychmgeas
addmonal information is collected and analyzednnd currently available mfonmnon _

Fiie US Government Is working with Libyan authorities afaskiatallizesces
to heig bring to justice those: responsible for the deaths of US 2




UNCLASSIFIED

me[ cxh oTA ] Subject: Fw: DDCIA tasking — IMMEDIATE — by 1100 today

Terrorism Analysis(8/15) — coord on TPs for HPSCI
! To. [EA OGeC]
.Dale: 12172012 07:47 PM- : y

This message:is digitally signed.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

[<xz A oTH |
i ism Analysis

Just to complete the loop.

—-—Fnrwarded,byl Tt A oTA |>n11!21!201201:.45PM—

From: cCt A OTA |
To: -

Co cTh DI, NE

Date: 1572012 09:49 AW

Subject: Re: Fw: DDCIA tasking — IMMEDIATE — by 1100 today (8/15)-— coord on TPs for HPSCI

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

They are fine with me. But, pretty sire HPSCl.won't like them. *-)

Director, Office of Terrorism Analysis

= | _Classification: UNGLASSIFIED =====_.. 09/15/2012 09:47:46 AM
From; A= |
Tec STA oTA | WNE I
Date: 01572012 0947 AM _ : -
Subject: Fw: DDCIA tasking — IMMEDIATE — by 1100 today (8/15) — coord 6n TPs for HPSCI

' Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Hi, —
Please let us know if you have any commenits by 10:30.

Thanks!

UNCLASSIFIED



‘UNCLASSIFIED

h L il
[ V4
Executive Assistant to the DI Front Office .

— Forwarded byl D T ~Jon 09/15/2012 09:46 AM — :
From: OCcTA vo
3 Nes, Fo ]
Ncs [ cxA Fo |
(> I, Ncg
Date: 09/15/2012 09:45 AM —
Subject: DDCIA tasking — IMMEDIATE — by 1100 today (9/15) — coord on TPs for HPSCI

DDCIA requests right away intemal coordination on the enclosed unclass TPs for HPSCI. Please respond
ASAP.

D 0cTA-FO

UNCLASSIFIED..
UNCLASSIFIED:

HPSCI White Papér Talking Points for Use with the Media

14 September 2012

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a
direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently:its annex.

s This assessment may change as additional information is.collected and analyzed and as
currently available infqrmation continues to be evaluated.

o The investigation is on:going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities
to bring to justice those responsible _for the deaths of US-citizens.

UNCEASSIFIED

e
¢ )]



" UNCLASSIFIED

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

iy

i
plo



" UNCLASSIFIED

'{‘_1' & From; Matthew G. Olsen Subject: [AIN] FW: Unciassified Talking Points
k Date: 09/15/2012.11:09 AM To: MICHAEIM
pe-To Plesse respond to "Matthew
. G.Oisen" . .

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

Michael -- TPs sent to Ruppersberger from ODNI leg.

----- Original Message-----
o AR L
Sent: Sa Y r IS, 2012 10:51 AM

To: Nicholas J Rasmussen; Matthew G. Olsen

ce:[_NcTC, ]
Subject: Unclassified Talking Points

Sirs - Here is what we sent Heather Molino (Ruppersbexrger)

It’s very early, less than 72 hours since the attack. 8o there is a lot we
don’'t know.

As time progresses, we are learning more, but we still don’t have a complete
picture of what happened. Fortunately we have. the FBI leading the :
investigation of the attack. Regrettably they have all too much experience in
these matters.

At this point, we are not aware of any actionable intelligence I:hal: this
attack was planned or imminent. The intelligence community is combing through
reporting from before and after the attack to determine the full extent of who

wag involved.

Libya is awash in weapons.- unconventional weapons were stored in unsecured
locations across the country. Following the revolution, there are still many

UNCLASSIFIED



- UNCLASSIFIED

well-armed militia remaining.

Since the revolution, we have some indicators al-Qa‘ida and other groups are
seeking to establish a presence in Libya. Remember some senior-al-Qa‘ida
members such as Abu Yahya al-Libi came from Libya.

We are very cautious about drawing any firm conclusions at this point with
regard to the identification and motivation of the attackers. The IC is
working aggressively to thisz end, and the FBI will continue its
investigation. '

Unrest in the Middle Bast'c:reates a permissive environment for terrorists. In
the days and weeks ahead, we need to be especiallyvigilant in protecting our

people.

—Nere/oth
Legislative Liaison
Office of the Director

of National Intelligence

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED

£ From: Rnodes, BenjaminJ. Subject: [AIN] RE:.
=N X Date: 09/15/2012 11:12 AM To: Robert.Cardil
k\ . matt.
R W . » sulliva mark.giulla
Ce: CrAoc As/oP .
Fo | x4 FoO

Pleasetrespond fo "Rhiodes,
Benjamin J.°

e TT——rr 2 ¥ . = o i T -

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

This is good by me.

----- Original -

Frich: michaajm% (mailto: e —

Sent: Saturday, Septe r'1l5, 2012 11:08 .

To: Robert.Cardilld |-alanxd matt.olaen(%;g

sullivani ; mark.giuliang Rhodes, Ben -3
jcirflﬁn_—__kﬁim&ﬁcd [

ce: | cTA OCA /OP <cTASO =~

Per the discussion at Deputies, her.e are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me
know what you think.

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and
subséquently its annex. There are indicationa that extremista participated in

tha violent damonstrations

--This assessment may cha.nge as additional information is collected and
analyzed and.as .currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizenms.

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED

From: Matthew G. Olsen Subject: [AIN] RE:

Date: 0152012 11:15AM T grrl’iodes.-Ben]aitﬂj]\ MICHAE.M . Robert Canill. Algn
! n I

G o A acd—/oPk ‘i":m

cthf T

Phnumm:dh “Matthew
G.Ohm

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASS IFEED

. —— —

Michael -- This looks good to me.

-Matt

dhdtdekredo TRt ed ettt A bR AT AT EARSASEY

These are the points that ONDI leg Bam: to Ruppersberger yesterday afternoon
based on his request:. ;

It's very early, less than 72 hours since the attack. So there is a lot we
don't know.

As time progiesses, we are learning more, but we still don't have a complete
picture of what happened. Fortunately we have the FBI leading the
investigation of the attack. Regrettably they have all too much experience in
these matters. T

At this point, we are riot aware of any actionable intelligence that this
attack was planned or imminent. The intelligence.community is combing through
reporting from before and after the- attack to determine the full extent of who
was involved.

Libya is awash in weapons - unconventional-weapons were stored in unsecured
locations across the country. i‘ollm_iing the .revolution, there are still many

well-armed militia remaining.

Since the revolution, we have some indicators al-Qa‘'ida and other groups are
seeking to establish a presence in Libya. Remember some senior al-Qa'ida
members such as Abu Yahya al-Libi-came from Libya.

We are very cautious. about: dirawing any firm conclusions at this point with
regard to the identification and motivation of the attackers. The IC is

UN(!_LAS'SIFIED

0.




UNCLASSIFIED

working aggressively &o this end, and the FBI will continue its investigation.

Unrest in the Middle East, creates-a permissive environment for terrorists. In
the days and weeks ahead, we need to be especially wvigilant in protecting our
people.

----- Original Message-----

From: Rhodes, Bénjamin. J. [mailto:Benjamin J. Rhodes]

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:12 AM- -

To: MICHAEJM: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pihpf Matthew G. Olsen;

sullivanjj ark.giulian jeingli
lisa.monac
ce:| ¢xh Oclt /DR cTth FO i 25

Subject: RE:
This is good by me.

-----0Original Message-----
From: michaejm@ucia.gov [mailto:michaej

Sent: Saturday, Se . 2012 °11: 2
To: Robert i alanrp matt.olsen

sullivan ark.giulianol Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
jeingli ] : .

ce: | _cx A O<h/ofh CTATO

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me
know what you think. .

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and
subsequently its.annex. There are indications-that extremists. participated in
the violent demonstrations.

~-This assessment may chaﬁge as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as currently Evailable_information_conttnues-to-be,evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan’
authorities to bring to jusktice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

Aoy From: Matthew G. Olsen  Subject: [AIN] RE:

KQ Date: 09/45/2012 11:16 AM . 'Rhudes Benjamin JM ,‘Rabert Cardillo, Alan
- R Pi maric.giulia y
b ~cing lisa.;monaco| Mark Giulieno

Ce. .[cx Kk ac-ﬂ‘/ai’" Fo
cTHh ¥O

Pleaaoreapoudtn 'M.ntll-new
GOhan

o U = ==

CLI\SSI.IFICATION : UNCLASSIFIED

Adding the correct email for ‘Giuliano.

----- Original Message----- =
From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjamin: J. Rhodes| |
Sent: Saturday, September 1%, 2012 11:12 AM

To: MICHAEJM; Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; ‘Matthew G. Olgen;

sullivanj mark.cgiulian jcingl
lis c

c<:=| cTth och/ofp cxXh FO |
Subject: RE: —

This is good by me.

----- Original Message-----
From: michaej[:"__—_—_[ma: lto: michaeam{
Sent: Saturday, Sept £, 2012 11:08

To: Rober A almﬁmbt.oleeﬂ

sulliv. mark.ciulian Rhodes, Benjamin J.;

jeingl liga.monaco '
ce: [ cx } Sch/RA < cTH ¥O |

Per the discussion at ‘Deputz es, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me
know what yvou think.

--The currently available information suggests: that the demonstrations in
Benchazi were spontaneously inspired by the. protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against ‘the US Consulate and
subsequently its annex. There are indications:that extremists participated in
the violent demonstrations.-

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated.

UNCLASSIFIED

2




UNCLASSIFIED

--The investigation is on-going; and the US Government is. working- with Libyan
authorities. to bring to justice ‘those responsible for the-deaths US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED

& i
{7



UNCLASSIFIED

R From: Rhodes; BenjaminJ. Subject: [AIN] RE:

f{’ﬁ;‘é g Date: D9/15/2012 11:25AM 1, ‘mich

X ala olsen
T S | mark.giuliand
Ces crAoPh J_! '
e (A Fo

Pleasa respond to “Flhodes,
Benjemin J.”

T o G T St o s e

CLASSTIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

One edit for accuracy:

--The currently available. information suggests that the demonstrations in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US {cut: Consulate]
diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are indications
that -extremists participated in the viulent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additlonal information is col‘.l.act:ed and
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on=-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

From: michaej

[mailto:michaey
Sent: Saturday, 5 |

, 2012 11:08 AM.

To: Robert alanrp matt.ols

sullivanij mark. giuliano: Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
jeinagli Sa.monacq ==

Ce: |[Cxr & D | L:!._ﬁ- O?f" F“O z C-r'ﬂ" Eo

Subject: .

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised.TPs. for HPSCI. Let me
know what you think.

--The ‘currently available information suggestsntha.l: the demonstrations in
Benghazi were sportaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evélved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and
subsequently its annex. There are :I.nd:.caticns that extremists part:.cipated in

the vioclent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and

UNCLASSIFIED

-0



UNCLASSIFIED -

analyzed and as. currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going,; and the US Government is-working with Libyan‘
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for--the deaths US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED -



UNCLASSIFIED

U™ From: Sullvan, JacobJ  Subject: [AIN]RE!
(Qd Date: 09/15/2012 1126 AM 1o:  Rhodes, Benjamin J., michaejm; Robert.Cardillo, alanrp,

g ~ mattolsen jcingfi, lisa:monaco
oA ; Cc: cxhochA ol Fo ah F"-”
.Pleasa respond to “Sullivan, 3
Jacob J"® -

- = T—r Y e =

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

- —

This looks good. Two .small edits:.

1. We call it “the US mission" or the "US diplomatic post" because it
is not actuzally a.Consulate.
2. There is a missing "of" in the third tic.

----- Original Message-----
From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [meilto:Benjamin_J._ Rhodes ]
Sent: Sa r 15, 2012 11:12
To: 'michae ; Ruba:t.&rdilldb al
matt.o livan, Jacob J; mark.giulian
je ‘1- ~ lisa.mona
: & P ]
[ cza Fo eEan2A b oI |
Subject: RE:

This is good by me.

----- Original Message----- y
From: michaej{ }mailto:michaejnﬂ |

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM.
To: Robert.(‘.'ard:i.lli alan matt.ols

sulli mark.giulian ‘Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
cipal sa.monacd =

Co:| CEM Och , (xh DR I re ]
Crzc : i

Per the discussion-at Deputies, here ate:-the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let
me know what you think.

--The currently available information suggests that the -demonstrations

in Benghazi were spontaneousily inspired by the protests:at the US
Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the U8

UNCLASSIFIED



‘UNCLASSIFIED

Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
extremists participated. in the violent- demonstrations. )

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available. information continues to be
evaluated. ¥ » v v ] ‘

--The investigation is on-going,. and:the US Government is working with
Libyan authorities to-bring to justice those responsible for the deaths

US citizens.

_UNCLASSIFIED

777



‘UNCLASSTIFIED

From: Monaco, Lisa (NSD) Subject: [AIN] RE:

Date:. 09/15/2012 11:46 AM T “michaei obert. CaMHld_—__‘I
] alan
: .sulll aiulia 3

ce: cxhoch T A PR ;
F O | cT#H FO

Please respond:to "Monaco,
Lisa (NSD)"

—— - v T ot 1 TR AT

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

Michael - DOJ and FBI are &k with these.. thanks
————— Original | e
zom: michaein | (nailtosmichsesd |

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012

To: Robert.Cardilld } al matt.olser |

sullivan mark.giulian Benjamin_J._Rhodes| i
jei Lisa (NSD)-

Ce: mom ceAo?A | Fo LT/ FP
Subject: £ 7 F AT L 7 —,

Per the discussion at Deputzes, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me
know what you think : % 3

--The currently available imformation suggests ‘that the demonstrations in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against -the US'Consulate and

subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists participated in

the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available information.continues. to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-gpning, and the US Government 'is working with Libyan-
authorities to bring to jusitice those responsible.-for the deaths US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED

ot

J
)



-UNMSIFIBQ

F Ay From: Inglis,John'C. -~ Suhlect Wm RE:
. Date: 09-'1519012"--=MM To: 'Sullvan, Jacob J', Rhodes, Banjamin J.

a1
2 f -k EI

Please respond to “Inglis,
JohnC*

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIEIED

NSA. concurs with the ccntanl: and cast of hha bullets. Thanks-for the chance
to review.

Chris Inglis

————— Original o
From: m:i:chaejmr;n:.:!!e Emailto mchnejuﬂ |

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM -

To: Robert.Cardill ‘matt.olse b
sullivan Tgiulial Rhodes, ‘Benjamin -J.;
jeingl . i 3 = . :
Ce: [ €A OCA CTAhRoP [ Fo |

| _c=A FO | i =3

Subject:

Per the dismsion at . Deput! i.ea, "here are tha zaviaed TPs for HPSCI. Let
me know what you'think. -

--The currently available mf.orlnatim suggests. that-the demonstrations
in Benghazi were spontaneocusly inspired by the protests at the US
Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against- the US
Consulate and subsequently :its ahnex. Therxe are indications that
extremists partic:.patad in ithe vi'oieﬁt‘: demonstrations.

~-This assessment may" cha.ngun as . nddztiondl .ﬁnfermation is collected and
analyzed and as. currently a*vwilahle ‘:I.ufom:ian continues to be
evaluated.

--The investigation. is on-going, ‘and I:he UB -Government: is warking with
Libyan authorities to-brizng to Justica th.ose respansihle for the deaths.
US citizens. J

UNCLASSIFIED:



Lrpaolh

Michael, o :
" Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I.am standing by to forward the latest

version to the committees.

----- Original Message -----

From: MICHAEJIM . 1 .

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM :
angy |
an

To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen; 'sulliv .
<sullivan ; 'mark.giuliand = |<mark.givliand |

'Benjami e <Benjam Rhode J jcingn:’
< Sa._mNOac 2. mona

Cg: |€;J:ﬂ_oc.ﬂ , (THoph [ Fo CTA FO

Subject: =%

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me know what you
think.

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
.pontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy "in.Cairo and evolved. into a direct
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. :

--This assessment may.change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information comtinues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

§O



OCh

Before going to the committees, may I please ask you to send these to the: Director? He needs
to know in advance what is going to the Hill in his name, even if it going with the force of
full interagency coordination.

Cheers, Fo_

Cheers, |<FH FP

----- Original Message -----
From: [ (34 och|

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2812 12: 62 PM
To: MICHAEIM

Ce: [ expoph [ Fo [ A Fo |
Subject: Re:

Michael,
Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward the latest
version to the committees. - 5

----- Original Message -----

From: MICHAEIM

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2812 11:88 AM

To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen: 'sullivan

<sullivan ‘mark.giuliang | <mark.giulian
*Benjamin_J. Rhode <Benjamin J. Rhode jc ngli[::::::::]
< ic i <lisa.monac

- G.ff; oLk  (choeh | Fo_ | {xTA FO

Sub

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI, Let me know what you
think.

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. - . -

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

-The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
+ing to justice those responsible ‘For the deaths US citizens.

1

o N

'/



(XA oph

From: . [C-‘:ﬂ orf ]

Sent: —wmber 15,2012 12:14 PM
"o [cza ICHAEJM :

e ‘ .g;-ﬁ. oA FO|
Subject: X P .

Here's where we are with the tweaks after tweaks from Ben and Jake:

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US diplomatic jpost in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information cumtinues to be evaluated.

-~The investigation is on-going, and the US Government ‘is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US ;i'tizen‘s.

----- Original Message-----
From: |(4+# DA

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2812 12:83 PM
To: MICHAEJM

“e: CxhoPf, FO (A FD =4
ubject: Re: '

Michael,
Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward the latest

- version to the committees.

v/ir
[och |

S Original Message -----

From: MICHAEJM :
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM :
To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen; "sullivanj

<sullivan : ‘mark.giulia :

‘Benjami é | <Benjamin J. R g ; i';lciﬂgli.l I
<j_ngld E 'lisa.monac{

Ce: |CFA och) Cxppvetr, O, Cxh Fo |

Subject: :

Per the discussion at Deputtes, here are the rev:lsed TPs for HPSCI. .Let me know what you
think. -

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
sssault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
:xtremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

1

%>y

-7




--This assessment may change as addifio&al information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be -evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.




UNCLASSIFIED

aas N From: Robert Cardillo Subject: [AIN] Re:
N Date: 09/15/20121224PM. 15:  MICHAEJM, Alen R Pino

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIRD

e o —— T —— —

I am, Michael.

P mm—— Original Message -----
From: MICHAEIM ]
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12 20. PM
To: Robert Cardillo; Alan.R Pino
Subject: Fw:

Robert, Alan--Everyone else has coordinated and HPSCI is waiting not so
patiently. Are you guys good? Michael

Sen urday, September 15, 2012 12:13 PM
To: CHAEJM
Ce: [F%F o C.CA Fo

Here's where we are with the tweaks-after tweaks from-Ben and Jake:

--The currently available imformation suggests that the demonstraticns in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US diplomatic post in
Benghazi and subsequently its anmex. There are indications that extremists
part1cxpated in the violent dsmonstratidns

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available Information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice those responsible ‘for the deaths of US
citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED

f I','{ -.
4



UNCLASSIFIED

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:03 BM

To: MICHAEJIM

Ce: [cTA O2f , CTA FO CTAFoO

Subject: Re: £ f . :

Michael, 5
Locks like just about everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward

the latest version to the committees.

..... Original Message -----

<sullivanjj ‘mark.giuliano[ | <mark.giuli
e ‘“‘&
‘lisa.monac
<li

From: MICHAEJM

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM

To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Hatthe\r G. Olsen; ‘*sullivan mai——l__l
'‘Benjamin J.

'jeingl

Cc:| ccA OCA , ¢c*ADPA, CFA Fo

slthﬂ'\-h s

Per the discussion at Deputiea, here -are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me
know what you think.

--The currently available information suggests- that the demonstratioms in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and
subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists participated in
the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is oﬁ-gc:ing, and the US Government is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED -

QT

J



'UNCLASSIFIED

From: | CTA Subject: [AIN] RE:
Date: mﬂ‘? PM o, ' MICHAEM, cxA 0P A CTAoch

Ce: Igﬁ Fo [
Please to - i .
=reo]

CLASSTIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED,

e T ———

This is to confirm in writing: I just spoke with Alan on the phone. Allen
said he concurred with the “rPs. '

----- Original Message-----

From: MICHAEJM

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:19 PM
To: | CEfroPh, CFADCA
Ce: lcca
Subject:

Thanks. I will bug Robert and Alan.

Seny. September 1%, 2012, 12 13 BM
3

oy o |&xrAFo

Subject: : ‘

Here's where we are with the tweaks after tweaks from Ben and Jake:

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstratiens in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by .the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US diplomatic post in
Benghazi and subsequently it:s .annex. There.are indications that extremists
participated in the violent -demonstrations.

--This ass'essmei'lt ‘may- change ‘as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as currently a.vailahle i.-nfb:"mat‘ioh. continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and. the US' Government is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to- justice those responsible for the deaths of US

citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED

Ll
s &



UNCLASSIFIED

Sent saturday, September. 15, 2012 12:03 M,
To: MICHAEJIM =

Ce: [cTa opA, (TAFO e
Subject: Re: :

Michael, :
Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward
the latest version to the committees. i

échgle <

----- Original Message ----~
From: MICHAEJM J
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11: 08 AM. :
To: Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pino; Matthew G. olsen, *sullivanj:
-:sullivanjj i 'mark.giulia ' “<mark.giuli
'Benjamin J. Rhod

CEADLA ,CTAOPA

3 lcx A Fo| CTAFO
Subject: e

Per the discussion at Deputiles, here are the revised 'rps for HPSCI. Let me
know what you think. _

~--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and
subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists participated in
the violent demonstratioms.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be’ evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

'UNCLASSIFIED

7
D




UNCLASSIFIED

2T . >
("(‘2& From: [¢ & & OC—I‘E Subject: [AIN] Re:

————. e - - = - —

CLASSI?ICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

B E e e e e e e

Copy...on it.

----- Original Message -----
From: MICHAEJM

Sent-: 2 L2012 12:37 BM
To: | CTEH OPA , CEA DCLA A
Ce:|czar FO | cTAED

Subject: Re:

everyone has coordinated. has captured the changes below. Please
run the points by the Director, then get them to HPSCI. I spoke to the
Director earlier about State®s deep concerns about menticning the warnings and
the other work done on this, but you will want to reemphasize in your note to
DCIA. Thanks. Michael

Prom:[ CCA p A L ¥

Senf.: y, September 15, 2012 12:13 BM
To: |(FACPCH

Cc: |[CxzA Fo | LA FO

Subject: RE:. 5

Here's where we are with the tweaks after tweaks from Ben.and Jake:

--The currently available informstion suggests that the demomstrations in
Benghazi were. spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US diplomatic post in
Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists
participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional. information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US ‘Government ig working with Libyan
authorities to bring to justice those Tesponsible for the deaths of US

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED

citizens.

----- Original Mes!age-~—--
s : 4 . : e 3 < g
5ent Saturday, September 15, 2012 12 03 PM

: MICHARIM
Co: [ C=h oA [czA Fo | CEA s‘l

Subject: Re:

Michael,
Looks like just about ‘everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward

the latest version to the committees.

————— Original ‘Message -----
From: MICHAEJM .
Sent: Saturday, September'15, 2012 11:08 AM

To: Robert . an R Plno, Mat sen;
<sullivanj llan <ma
'Benjamln J. ‘Rhode :BEnjamin_J._

*jeinglil ]:3c1ng11L '1isa.monac
<lisa.monzed  _ _ |

ce:[Cx=m O gﬂ_ c:[;ﬂzogﬂ ) gg ., CEAFoO

Subject:

'sullivanj

Per the diacuasion at Députies, Here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me
know what you think. .

--The currently available information suggests that. the demonstrdtions in
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests: at the US Embassy in
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault, against the US Consulate and
subsequently.its annex. There are indications that extremlsta participated in

the violent. demonstratlous -

--This assessment may change as additlonal information is collected and
analyzed and as currently available 1nformatian continues to be evaluated.

-~-The investigation is on-going, and the US Government ‘is working with Lzbyan
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

UNCLASSIFIED



Sullivan, Jacob J

From: Sullivan, Jacob J
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:44 PM
To: Nuland, Victoria J

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into 2 direct
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.



lext och | — i : |
. : Emm————

From: LXA Ochr 4
Sent: mm‘, ber 15, 2012 12:51 PM

DAVIDHP74

Ce: MICHAEJ DDLTA =A
Subject: H‘ﬂfaﬁnguia?ﬁﬁ' fo L f‘-"s ¢ 1§-r¢°f oA |¢cxhA och |
Sir,

Here are the 1nter agency approved points for the Hill. They were worked through the DC
this morning and were then shot out for final approval. As mentioned last night, State had

voiced strong concerns with the original text due to the criminal investigation. That said,

I understand NSS is working an all members briefing this coming week and these are a good

starting point.
With your concurrence we will get them to our oversight committees and to leadership.

= Joca

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneocusly inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to

Sring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.



U SUN

From:

Sent:

To:
Subject:

USUN
Saturday. September 15, 2012 2:21 PM
CUSUN f
Re; SBU/CLOSEHOLD: D800 SVTS on Movie Protests/Violence

Please do--1 have not reached out.

Best,
LSYN

From: youn)

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 02:15 PM

To: JsSuw

Subject: Re: SBU/CLOSEHOLD; 0800 SVTS on Movie Protests/Violence

I'm going to email Jake on the libya points references below unless either of you are linked in to this effort. Pls let

* me Know.

From: USuw

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 01:23 PM

To: Rice, Susan E (USUN);
el OSUN

vsund  ; DiCarlo, Rosemary A (USUN); U SUN

subject: SBU/CLOSEHOLD: 0800 SVTS on Movie Protests/Violence



Libya:

73



HPSCl request: Late this week, CIA Director Petraeus gave the HPSCI a “hots spots” briefing and was asked for
unclassified talking points that its members could use about incident in Benghazi. (Apparently NCTC Director
Matt Olsen received a similar committee from a congressional committee.) The first draft apparently seemed
unsuitable (based on conversations on the SVTS and afterwards} because they seemed to"encourage the reader
to infer incorrectly that the CIA had warned about a specific attack on our embassy. On the SVTS, Morell noted
that these points were not good and he had taken a heavy editing hand to them. He noted that he would be
happy to work with Jake Sullivan and Rhodes to develop appropriate talking points. McDonough, on Rhodes’s
behalf, deferred to Sullivan. It was agreed that Jake would work closely with the intelligence commiunity (within
a small group) to finalize points on Saturday that could be shared with HPSCI. | spoke to Jake immediately after
the SVTS and noted that you were doing the Sunday morning shows and would need to be aware of the final
posture that these points took. He cornmitted to ensure that we were updated in advance of the Sunday
shows. | specifically mentioned USUN as the one coordinating your preparations for the shows and also
strongly encouraged him to loop in USUP during the process.

<y



(A och

From: DAVIDHF74

Sent: mber 15, 2012 2:27 PM

fo: & och | / 3 ] _

Ce: MICHAEJM; o:%%_[ DD crifeDs - C=A —och
Subject: RE: Hill Talking Points =4 F‘ﬂcrﬁ' OPA | CTA ]

No mention of the cable to Cairo, either? Frankly, I‘d just .as soon not use this, then...
NSS's call, te be sure; however, this is certainly not what Vice Chairman Rﬂppersberger was
hoping to get for unclas use. Regardless, thx for the great work -

Sent Saturday, September 15, 2612 12:51 PH

To: DAVIDHP74

Cc: MICHAEIM; (=@ -Fol[OpesA [ws  Fo [czha oPA || cEA och |
Subject: Hill Talking Points. _ :

Sir,

Here are the inter agency approved points for the Hill. They were worked through the DC
this morning and were then shot out for final approval. _As mentioned last night, State had
voiced strong concerns with the original text die ‘to the criminal investigation. That said,
I understand NSS is working an all members briefing this coming week and these are a good

starting point.
With your concurrence we will get: them-to our oversight committees and to leadership.

v/r
OCLA

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be &valuated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.




Sullivan, Jacob J

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject;

Coming your way.

Sullivan, Jacob J
Saturday, September 15, 2012 2:44 PM
USUN
VS UN
Re: Libya - Unclass IC pts

————— Original Message -----

From: VUSUN

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 ©2:33 PM

To: Sullivan, Jacob J

Cc: JYSuN

Subject: Libya - Unclass IC pts

Jake - understand from VSUN that you're working a set of unclass IC pts on libya for the
Hill. If these are going to be finalized by Sunday am (or COB today), can we get a copy for
Susan to ensure we're on the same msg?

State team is handling this, unless it's you - in which case happy to get them directly.
Whatever is easiest.

Many thx.

(SENTLN

A

Happy to have usun work with whomever on the



Sullivan, Jacob J

e — ————
From: Sullivan, Jacob J
Sent: Saturdav. September 15, 2012 2:44 PM
To: USVUN
Subject: Fw:

Check out the below. You and USuN should confirm w Ben that Susan can deploy tomorrow.

----- Original Message -----
From: Sullivan, Jacob J
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:26 AM

To: 'Rhodes, Benjamin J.' <Benjamin J. Rhodes@ 3 'michaejm@t :
<michaejm@ >; Robert.Cardillo@ <Robert.Cardillo >; alanrp@ =
<alanrp@ »; matt.olsen@ <matt.olsen@ >; mark.giulianofh
<mark.giuliano@ v; dcingli@ <jcingli@ »; lisa.monaco@ =
<lisa.monaco@ >
Cc: __  CAA otr _ OVA ol

FOD 3 O\A FO 3
Subject: RE:

This looks good. Two small edits:

1. We call it "the US mission™ or the "US diplomatic post" because it is not actually a
Consulate.

2. There is a missing "of" in the third tic.

~=-=-0riginzl Message-----
From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Berjamin J. Rhodes@
Sent: Saturcay, September 15, 2812 11:12 AM

To: "michaeim@ ; Robert.Cardillo@ , alanrpfk i matt.olsen@ 4
Sullivan, Jzcob J; mark.giulianof = ; dcinglif : lisa.monaco@
ClA ofA CLA O\_‘: =~ Fo cik E‘!

Subject: RE:
This is gooc by me.

----- Originzl Message-----

From: michaejn@ [mailto:michaeimf j

Sent: Saturcay, September 15, 2012 11:88 AM

To: Robert.Cardillog ; alanrp@ ; matt.olsen@: 3 sullivanii@ 3
mark.giuliano@” 3 Rhodes, Benjamin J.; jcingli@ ; lisa.monaco@

ce: Gk OCA CAk oph FO ; Ux fo

Subject:

Per the discussion a2t Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me know what you
think.

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.
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--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.

7y



ITA—“ﬁ ocﬁj
From: LTk och

Sent:
Yo:
Ce:
Subject: Re:

The email has been sent to the Hill.

[oca ]

----- Original Message -----

From: MICHAEIM

Se _Bn*uad:;u_ﬂﬂnrtnnhnn_ii_'zalz 12:37 PM
To:| ¢C=foP A CTA och
Ce:l po | CFA Fo
Subject: Re:

[oc# Jeveryone has coordinated. | 0?4 |has captured the changes below. Please run the points

e Director, then get them to HPSCI. I spoke to the Director earlier about State's deep
concerns about mentioning the warnings and the other work done on this, but you will want to
reemphasize in your note to DCIA. Thanks. Michael

----- Original Message -----
From: [ (A opA

Sent: » September 15, 2012 12:13 PM
To:| ¢coAOCh |MICHAEIM
[ PO [lczA r‘-oJ :

.iub_'fect 2

Here's where we are with the tweaks after tweaks from Bén and Jake:

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct
assault against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations.

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected-aﬁd analyzed and as
currently available information continues to be evaluated.

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens.

From: | ¢z A OCA -
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:83 PM
To: MICHAEIM

Cci (z=AoPA, FO _ c¢TA Fo
Subject: Re: ’

Aichael,



USUN

From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [Benjamin_J._Rhodes@ |
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 7:12 PM
Q3 USUN 5C Deputy Press Secretary
Subject: Re:
Yup
From: (JSU N

Senft: Saturday, September 15, 2012 05:59 PM
To: Rhodes, Benjamin 1.; Vietor, Tommy
Subject: FW:

Is this the final language you want to use on Benghazi? Have short window to get her something on paper soon.

-~-=- Original Message -—

From: Sullivan, Jacob J

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 02:43 PM
To: USUN

Subject: Fw:

Check out the below. You and Wsvwshould confirm w Ben that Susan can deploy tomorrow.
----- Original Message —-—

“rom: Sullivan, Jacob J
ent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:26 AM

+'o: 'Rhodes, Benjamin J.' <Benjamin J. Rhodes@ >, 'michagjm@ <michaejm@ _  >;
Robert. Cardillo@ <Robert.Cardillo@ »; alanrp@ <alanp@ >; matt.olien@
<matt.olse >; mark.giuliano t <mark.giuliano(@, >; jeingli@ <jcingli(@ >;
lisa.monacn/@ <lisa.monaco >
Ce:., Unp'dCea CAk OFK 23 FO

_ { CLA Fo
Subject: RE:

This looks good. Two small edits:

1. We call it "the US mission" or the "US diplomatic post" because it is not actually a Consulate.
2. There is a missing "of" in the third tic.

--—-Original Message—---

From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjamin_J. Rhodes(@
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:12 AM

To: 'michaegjm@ ; Robert.Cardillo@ , alanmo(@. : matt.olsenft Sullivan, Jacob J;
mark.giuliano(@: 5 Jeingli@ ; lisa.monaco@ !

Ce: LA KA Ak o Fo CAA F O

Subject: RE:

This is good by me.

---—0Original Message—---
om: michaejm@ ' [mailto:michaeim(@
ent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Robert.Cardillo@ ; alanrp@, matt.olsen@ ; sullivanji@: ; mark giuliano@ : Rhodes,

(OO



