U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535
February 22, 2013

Mr. Inkoo Kang

DEPT. MR 1758

PO Box 55819

Boston, MA 02205-5819

Subject: Gore Vidal
FOIPA Request No. 1198290

Dear Mr. Kang:

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA),
Title 5, United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is
exempt from disclosure, with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a
deleted page information sheet was inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The
exemptions used to withhold information are marked below and explained on the enclosed explanation of
exemptions.
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35 preprocessed pages are enclosed. To expedite requests, preprocessed packages are

released the same way they were originally processed. Documents or information originating with other
Government agencies were not referred to those agencies as part of this release.

" In accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) [5 U.S.C. § 552
(b)(7)(E)], this response neither confirms nor denies the existence of your subject's name on any watch
lists.

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).
This response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a
standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that
excluded records do, or do not, exist.



You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), U.S. Department
of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you may submit an
appeal through OIP’s eFOIA portal at http://www.justice.gov/oip/efoia-portal.html. Your appeal must be received
by OIP within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. The envelope and the
letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in
any correspondence to us for proper identification of your request.

Sincerely,

Drluall

David M. Hardy

Section Chief,
Record/Information
Dissemination Section
Records Management Division

Enclosure

In response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, enclosed is a preprocessed copy of
FBI Headquarters file 62-HQ-107665.
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the matters
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers
to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or
information (A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D) could
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for the
regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime or
apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy,
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be

held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment
or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant to

a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service he
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.

FBI/DOJ
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TO . Mr. DeLloach DATE: April 1 —oa — amm
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. FROM ¢ -M-.— .-...A '__JM Z/ Gandy
) SUBJECT: "THE{g ST MAN" b6

LEG TE PLAY b7C
NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK

ASAC Alton M. Bryant telephonically contacted the Bureau
Headquarters this afternoon and advised Wick that i#» a review by Louis Sobel
which appeared in the "New York Journal American" conggrned comments
about the season's newest play, "The Best Man," by Gor idal. Sobel's
- column states, '""But there was one jarring note to this reporter—-and that was
an unnecessary, quite unfunny and certainly unfair jibe at J. Edgar Hoover.
Some among the audience expressed their displeasure in loud ®boos!" Bryant
advised no Agents were in attendance at this play. A Special Agent will attend
this performance tonight and the New York Office will advise the results of
this review tomorrow.

7~

Bufiles reflect Gore Vidal was mentioned in the January 20,
1948, issue of the '"Daily Worker™ in a review of his book,"The City and The
Pﬂlar "' This book dealt with the physical adventures of a male homosexual.
Vidal was also associated with two individuals who were the subject of secur1ty-
type investigations in 1954 and 1956. / /

RECOMMENDATION:

None. For information. /
Addendum:REW:: 4-2-60:Supervisor Tom Ring of the New York Office saw this play

4-1-60. The only reference to the Director is when one play character (presum-
ably Vice Présidént Nixon) says to another (presumably Harry Truman) '"J. Edgar
Hoover considers you to be one of the most moral and religious men ever to be

in the White House." The man addressed replies with a sarcastic inflection: "I'lit

1 - Mr. DeLoach | reserve my opinion of J. Edgar Hoover for a posthumous
= memoir.' This is apparently where the audience booed,

} JMR"pa,W 3-31-60. Agent Ring says the crack came out fast and fell
J_,«(:{S very flat in the 4-1-60 performance. He says several people
i filed out in the middle of the second act. Ring was told to
take no action. REC- 26

i J
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sedond politicdl rolé’ br-Broad-|
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for. &, th.ird tormi; Wwas ﬁ
thert was-any in hih« POF4
= ayal ‘that’ derﬁ'ed from: 'his
w3 pérsor;b,l.in\volvénﬂent in. politics,

“Roles Arp: osmposlm

e doib,necesbarlly' tssocla.fe
this pa.rt;-"; Te agid; iRgith any

specific, 1iving ‘eand ddteor pb-»
litidal figures No£ nly iy role,
it all .of, the. ot_hgts ‘are cotn-
posites ﬂ,mt -glogély. res ble oﬁel

anotlier' i P e é:i
Pl.lg o
‘[:iained, haa i:l:l[exd ~to-portray
three archetypgs in. péntieal’nfe'
today. Each has: elements. that,
«can '1bevfg indiif both; parties, he
-gaid; il i, ‘the .
tions of th
‘yorid f)o!mcs

fr ¥ y b
Théy tepresent
“the actions, of jpéople-iang the
Tkind:-of things, they, do. in.our
preser&t ﬁgeletymnder Jatress’

i$-witd, Helen Gahigan,

asseand: tormet Democratic:
Represent stive from California,
«given/hini;any, adviceor: d
‘his -interpretation? . . -

year,ha Y

publlé reactlon to athe ;play dn
{lits pre:New
' Dbuglassald th
‘|'stifFeq-anifia

iiflgures; fncludln

/| his" politica.l a,ntitgo‘n!z}l

“She completely stdyed. out of
it ‘becduse :0f, Nier inve

', xShe -hds. tended f:o Iéan’ ‘backH
Ll wiatds:not to i aniy point.
} jof yiéw itHat. might be. prejudi-,
il :ﬁi " Mrd, Pouglas! ‘éomment to,

FERD havé béen v 1gu_sy"'

]
gg’*‘::oii_had
tb‘d. diséusﬁioﬂs .b e-

‘tweéer thé-acts rduring allof

‘v'odt-ot'toWn perform 1ces ‘and

that.duite a nuinber-of Political.

g horas' b4

Fnle’cter, fofmer er ‘Secretdry - l§

tié Alr ‘Force; and<Gov. Lu

‘Milfioz: Marin of. .Euerf,o Ricog
d. ‘visited backstage: b

'press their ‘favorable reéct{ons.
Soitié’ minor coﬂ'ipiaint.s..

Dougla.s sﬁ.ld "twa

‘of-three: JesSer ,polltical peoplg!
who. félt disappolnted wheii thé
liberal Présidential canididate: dtd
not strike back hard. enough,ah

He also recane

g,t soiné
d.elitited
portions.. of boosx ‘ahd: aps

4 -'p,lauge 'flf:m, ‘Bostor.. atidiénces.

The partisan Teactions -weré
{tisuaily provoked by-thé lifie of
‘advice’ given. to- the expedient
'Presidentidl candidate .portray-
‘éd. by Frank Lovejoy, that: ‘Hé,
“pullk & Nixom, ;go -on ,télevisioﬁ:
ind-cry bn the Hation!s: shoﬁlders
with two-cocker Epaniels)” i
“Theseare ﬂxingsaboutwhich' .
people feel -prett deeply,- 'Mr¢
D yuglag noted Wit} - eriousnéss,
- JAt.all évents, Mr D,.ouglas.ap
péars. to "He-.assitred: of a:
temire of ofﬂce.“"L‘heBestMax(
iy, the towﬂ's latest dramatl

Jhit..

4 yoe " '

v .
B :.4\-..'..\..,,

ENCLOSURR

Tolson
Mohr
Parsons

Belmont

Callahan
DelLoach —
Malone
McGuire
Rosen
Tamm
Trotter
W.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
Ingram
_Gandy

The Washington Postand______
3 Times Herald
The Washington Daily News

The Evening Star &
New York Herald Tribune
New York Journal-American

New York Mirrof o
New York Daily News

New York Post

The New York Times jz
The Worker
The New Lead

The Wall Street Journal
Date




14‘\\ ﬁc\,O —
%ﬁ% 7L CRIME RESERP= o

- 1.

B onf\d;: FORM NO. 10 _ . ' q Tolson
UNITED STATES GOVERNMNNT " r 7

"""_:;':
d
Memorandum - L
TO ‘Mr. Del.oach DATE: 7-28-61 ; &
' e “7@;3,1:-:;:,

Tele. Room

-~
FROM M. A. fo@g% b6 g.:;:;n_—_—_
\ ‘

- b7C

susjecTAARTICLE K
Y _GORI DAL
" AUGUST, 1961, ISSUE OF

ESQUIRE MAGAZINE

The August, 1961, issue of captioned magazine caITIEw AMATUTIE 7 ‘
on page 120 entitled ""Comment" by Gore vidal which generally points out that
President Kennedy and various other people have been telling citizens of the United
States what to do to improye our sociéty. Vidal seeks to add his advice in this matter
and states that he feels there are many problems to solve in our own society, ranging
from the abolition of capital punishment to school integration. He then makes the
statement that the citizen can be useful in social and moral legislation where much
work is needed, and he must be vigilant regarding civil liberties or he might one day
find himself living, if not in a police state, at least in a police city.

Vidal then related an incident which he had reportedly witnessed in
Washington, D. C., in the Spring of 1961, wherein he alleged he saw four policemen
beat up two unresisting persons on a public street for absolutely no cause. He stated
he had called a local newspaper to report the incident; however, nothing has happened
since. :

Vidal then related that when he got back to New York, he read an
editorial of a -seuthern editor attacking the John Birch Society. The editor allegedly |
quoted the FBI as saying that the "Birchers were 'irresponsible.'" Vidal ﬂ;ﬁ:ﬂerg%{gg)
that some hours before the editorial was published, two FBI Agents visited an
inquired as to his authority on the "irresponsible’ quotation. It turned out that the
editor's sources were unreliable; however, when the editor inquired how the FBI knew
of his editorial in advance, he got no answer. '

]

e

INFORMATION IN BUREAU FILES

X S = S o <.

Qx\ The "editorial" referredmfgﬁg_a;l. is possibly an ax‘rzicle which
appeared in the 3-19-61 issue of "The Nashville Tennessean, " which stated in part, |
"An FBI spokesman in Washington said last week the FBL... would characterize the "
society (John Birch Society) as 'irresponsible but not subversive.''" Numerous T
inquiries were received by the Bureau regarding this article, which were answered by

informing them of the fact that no FBI official in Washi‘ on had publicly characterized

- K77 REC-REF=Betl = 35 7 -
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Jones to DeL.oach Memo
RE: Article "Comment"
By Gore Vidal

the John Birch Society. No information could be located in Bufiles regarding the
alleged contact with the editor as related by Vidal in his article.

Bufiles reflect that Vidal was mentioned in the 1-20-48 issue of the
"Daily Worker" in a review of his book, ""The City and.The Pillar." The book dealt
with the physical adventures of a male homosexual. Vidal was an associate of two
individuals who were the subjects of security-type investigations conducted in 1954
and 1956. He was also the author of a play entitled ""The Best Man' which opened in
New York City on 3-31-60. The play was a political-type drama which contained one
small reference to the Director to the effect that one play character (presumably
Vice President Nixon) said to another (presumably Harry Truman), "J. Edgar Hoover
considers you to be one of the most moral and rel igious men ever to be in the White
House." The reply was, "I'll reserve my opinion of J. Edgar Hoover for a posthumous
memoir." An Agent who monitored the play stated the exchange came out fast and fell
very flat. No action was taken regarding this matter. (62-0-59489)

Files reflect that we have enjoyed limited cordial relations with
Esquire, Inc., since 1947. (94-3-4-350)

RECOMMENDATION:

For information.

bé
b7C
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COMMENT . -
GORE VIDAL

The race inio Grace, or

, the Civilization Gap

Fon sometime now our leaders, both demagogic and honest, have
been telling us to rouse ourselves to greater purpose, national and

private. Walter Lippmann suggests that the United States behaves
likg a society which thinks it is complete with no more to accom-

pli

h; that, for better or worse, we are what we are and the oxly

dasiger to our com

fort is external. President Kennedy’s exhortatigns

to kelf-sacrifice are

becoming ever more urgent, even shrill. - Hlis

critics point out that he has not done much to show us how ve
might best serve our society. To which the answer of the Adminis-
tration, at least privately, is that until Americans begin to under-
stand those things which threaten us, both from without and within,
any Presidential program demanding the slightest sacrifice would
be demolished by Congress and the jingo press. After all, things
do look all right if you don’t look too carefully and no one can accuse
us of ever looking carefully at an unpledsant sight, whether it is
Soviet superiority in space or chronic unemployment at home. Now .
I don’t want to add my voice to the general keening. American
society has many virtues which we should never underestimate. By
fits and starts we are attaining a civilization and, barring military
accident, we shall certainly attain one before the Soviets. “Be the
First into Civilization!” There’s a slogan for the two competitors. -
et for those who are puzzled at how to respond to Presidentjal
gri for action, vigor and ‘moving-aheadness, 1 propose that thdre
are|certain very practical things that we can do in a society whikh
is by no means complete. (Those professional patriots who trumylet
that this is the new Edériand only traitors would change it or down-
- grade it are declaring of course that the society is closed and there-

fore decadent and soon to#fail. I vote no to “perfection” and yes to

. change and survival.) Mo

st of us spend too much time solving inter- .~

¢ natiprial problems at cocktail parties,

rather than dealing with those

thinigs which we mighit. affect and:change, the tying up of the loose
ends in our own society. There are many of them, ranging-from&thes. .. .

abolition of capital punishment to school integration. On either of P A
those great matters any citizen can be usefully engaged. He can also
be useful in social and moral legislation’ where there is much work
to be done. As for civil liberties, any one who is not vigilant may
one day find himself living, if not in a police state, at least in a
police city. Now I will tell'a horror story which has haunted me
fo\ several months, something which, I am told, is comgrOn but
whida I witnessed for the first time, reacting as deeply 24 (though
acting\differently to) the writer in Angus Wilson's no el Hemlock
and After. .

ESQUIRE MAGAZINE
August, 1961
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“¥vas in Washingtoii for¢a few 7" Tast spring. At about tei . -

o’clock i the -everiing of my last da
thig?gﬁ Station. It was a mild drizzly night. ‘Traffic i
streg we

town, I took 4 taxicab to. ~
side

near. Pennsylvania Avenug-was tied up. My cab was stopped
in front of the YMCA.,. & large building a Ignlf-blzc‘k from theP(P)'ld
State Departinent and' two blocks from the White House. The side-
walk was deserteds Asive sat there, out ‘of the ‘biiilding matched
fout meh,, wearing light taincaps with upturned brims and trench
coats. Theré were twd imen with them. One was well-dressed,
perhaps sixty; he wore 4 white taincoat. The other was young and
thin and:shabby aiid-he wore 71io- raincoat: I watched as 'thi: odd
company 1rioved seven-or-eight yards-along the sidewalk toward the
traffic light, which was, now red. In front of a deserted shop, the
light-caps stopped- and methodically began to beat up the two men
with them. Lsat thefe stinned. ;Thete had'been no-provocation. As
suddenly and pointlessly as a: hightriiare ‘the attack begdn and there,

into

+ right in front of me omithe black, wet sidewalk, the older map lay
as two men kicked him; while the other two shoved the young.man
e doorway-of the shop and began.ito beat him across thf face.

Thd-cab driver, an-old Negro, said, “I hate to see:ariybody flo that 3
to anothér man. I do.” The light was now green but I told him to |,

. his:face;m;

" wait. I gc;; o‘z‘xi:. faiid- .crossed o ‘the

nearest light-cap. He was;. at:thg mio-
mepk, disengaged. He'had been work- |
ing the younger man -over ant he
now stood a few feet away; breathin
hard. I asked him who-he was ancgl
what he was doing. He:tutned on me
and I have never seen such .4 savage, ;
frightening little face: He:was plump, |
flushed, with popping eyes; a young
pig gone berserk. He :iégan: to:scream
at me to get out of there:orT'd be ar-
rested. Threats arid: obscefi-
ties fp‘oure& ovei me in--one
long-orgiastic breath. I looked
away: and; saw. that. the -blder
man was:how oil hi§ stomach,
trying to-shield his head from.
e kicks-of.the men standin
oter hini.- I noticed his raii
cdat was, streaked with nia N
The yournifet man. was-silénk"|
xtett fot the whacking foise

1ade-as it was struck,
—first left theri right; like a
punching bag. Tn my-hardest’
voice I said;: “Yoir'ze going to
be thie one in trouble, if -you
don’t tell me who. you: afe.”
The dark one stepped’ in and
showed me his. detective’s
badge. He told mie to get
Jost and he returned to his
.athletics. "The plumip-oiie was
now longing, (and I do- ot
éxaggerate by using, a verbof '
judgment) to.gét back to' the |
man. in the doorway.. But be-
fore ‘he could; I stopped him:-

d -asked him.his niame.
sthrted to curse -againit byt
look fiom his compapi

stopped him. He gave-

e

TN

.

name and then with a squeal |

- leaged on the man in the
do¢rway and ‘began }:}?:g

hijn, making, as he did, gisp-

i y

ear.

T stood. there: dumbly won-
dering what to do. Right in
fiont of ime, two inen were
bheing knocked about by four
men who were, quite simply,
enjoying their work. I was
also witriess to the fact that
the victims had not resisted -
artest, which would of course
bé the police explanation. At |
Union Station I called The:
Washington Post Times-Hers §
ald and talked to the nigh{
editor. He knew who I was{*
Yes, the story interested himj
Hd told me the Post ha_c} re
ceitly run astory which had:
leq to-some arrests. The men |

7 ifi He light-caps‘had been do-

noises, not human to

ing their duty. He asked.med..... ..

what I intended to do about:
it. I shouted into the receiver,
“This is your town. Your
scandal. Your newspaper.
You do something about it,
Tm catching a train.” He
asked if they could use my
name. I said of .course and |
himg up: B

And that was the.end of it.
T thave often thought of those
two since, wondered who they
were and what happened to
them. 1 also. bidoded on the
Curious ‘horror of seeing ou
sodjety at:its most vicious {f0 |
blocks from.the White Hguse.
It is true,” as Sartre’ once

LN

Wr ' ;’&efcrﬁﬂg'toFrench' y-atfoc-
itifs in Algeria, that thereal tragedy
i# our. time is that any of us can De,

interchangedbly,. victim-of torturer.
I.got back to Neéw York foread that
a southern editor had. written an- edi-
torial attacking the Jolin Birch ‘S6-
ciety. Inthe course of ‘this-editorial,
he quoted the F.B.L as saying that,
the\ Bircheis were “itresponsible
Soint hours befdre the editorial wé
publifhed; two e from the F g
- o L S P

arived:at the editor’s.office and gkeéd:
off what authority he could quotethe
B.I1. as terming the Birch Soci

“irresponsible.” The editor’s sources
were not,. as it turiied-oiut, reliable,
But he, quite naturally, wanted to
know -how the F.B.I.. knew the con-
tents of his editoiial before it was
published. He got no-answer.

Now thepoint to these two stoffies
is tkat here is something we ca do:

the Yparding of ..our own libdrties.

We fiiay not-be able td:save Laos\but
wefcan, as individuals; keep: an.gye:
off the police forées in the.countyy
even if it means, -as somé have pro-
posed, setting up-peifrianent. commit-

" “tees of appeal in every city to hear

. cases: of police britaliy, or of any
other infraction of our freedor to

" . speak and ito-pursué what ourfoun

ers falled happiness; two riglits pef- :
i|ly eridangered. not only at ‘
t at -the federal level.

ESQUIRE MAGAZINE
August, 1961
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1/?;885 / February 7, 1962
Arg. d-ario Nunez de 1a Vega
518 Perugia Avenue
Coral Ga_bh_esjg_ Florida

rear Mrs. Nunez:

Your letter postmarized IFebruary 1st, with
enclosure, has been received, and I agprceiate the intercst
prompting you to write.

The ¥BI is strictly an investigative agency
of the Federal Governnient and, as such, Jdoes not n.ake
evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or
integrity of any organization, publication or indivicaal,
In view of this policy, I can assure you that no ropresentative
oi this Bureau sas publicly characterizud tiic organization
mentioifzd i your communication.

R f’u:

~+'“In response to your request, I am returning moo
the arficle yoa sent with your cominunication. A
. > i Md =~
S wincerely yours, ve é" o
- AR S | =~
o od -} e
oy TN - . Edgar. Hoover ~3 &
=
U:‘l_":l .;:. - 1‘)‘.5’ - Py g 3
Fak e = AX0e John Edzsar Hoover L, X gj
A ‘y."'.'" E— .
el Dire(:tor P~ i N
- ‘ o
o NEg T R
Enclosure } R 3 S
Ql

boy .
NOTE: The Bureau is aware of the article entitled "Commest\ by Gore

Vidal which appeared in the August, 1961, issue of "Baquire¥ $hagazine.

Numerous inquiries were received regarding this article and Yere
answered generally as above. No information was lowated igaBufiles

concerning the alleged contact with the editor of a newspaper by FBI Agents

. to induce hil’)l to change the statement in‘his editorial that the FBI has said
\

H:ner 43) Ry
1:9620&1 T reeryee unr [
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NOTE: continued

the "Birchers were irresponsible.' Vidal was mentioned in the 1-20-48
issue of the "Daily Worker" in a review of his book, "The City and the
Pillar" dealing with the physical adventures of a male homosexual. Vidal
was also associated with two individuals who were subjects of security-
type investigations by the Bureau in 1954 and 1956. In April, 1960,

his play, ""The Best Man, " opened on Broadway and contained an
unnecessary and unfair remark about the Director which the audience
booed. The Bureau has not investigated Vidal. Correspondent cannot

be identified in Bufiles.
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? o ~ ¢ . Imon
oA i"i i" Ty / §2%%m
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-. Mz, rad .. N

Mr, gth____

M Evans:....__
Mr, Malone. [
gfnosrm¥
r. Sulliv#a.
oraieeugies, Mr. Tavel.._.__..

1 Mr. Trottet____
The F . B . I . ﬁele'l ROOln._..,._._..
e L1, ——
Washington, D.C. L//4, Miss Gandy_
: Dear Sirs; / e
- Enclosed is an agticle in an old (Aug.)"ESQUIRE" magazine that

I and several fgy
" #h% ESQUIRE enjoys/a
at what Gore“Vidal (I think Mrs. J. Kennedy's step-brother) has to

—e

say about the F.B.I. You will find this toward the end of the

nds of mine have only just read. I think that / / /3

od reputation and therefore we were astoundeg

" article; the first example-about theddetectives of the Washington
police force I suppose is no business of yours....but the F.B.I.

[ , protecting the John Birch Society? Is this true? Why would, almost {Tj;

§ a member of the first family desire to attack the F.B. I. 1f 1& is 'LéFkyi”':

7

P ‘ not true. I await your reply anxiously as do the others f.have shown

would appreciate it if you would return the clipplng. Thank you.

) s Net's 7@2 '
b | : Mrs. Mario Néiez de la 41N-~\\

{f llthe article to, in the hopes that it may not be true. Also I certalnly

R 107665 / I
——— . bh7C
1(X/VéjZ — = &l

Exﬁi
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- Memorandum :

.( M FROM SAC, PHILADELPHIA (100-0) 1 -

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 » 'y

5010~-104 st -
NMENT ' «

UNITED STATES GO

to : DIRECTOR, FBI pate: 1/5/62

,,4/{} . 7] ’, -‘ :
SUBJECT:  GORE VIDAL M { ,}/’/ ¢
INFORMATION CONCERNING (SECURITY) L
47//'\‘ ~

P A
Enclosed herewith, one copy & .eth,r Bureau and

New York, is photostat of copy of letter to the President
dated 12/28/61 from FREDYDEVINE, 20 North Llanwellyn Avenue,
Glenolden,-.Pa., with a oY 1\méi%ying transcript of a radio )

interview of VIDAL by FRANK/FORD, - ;
A a-nl/ 6}
For information of New York, the Fr “Ford Show - )

is a controversial Philadelphia radilo interview show and DEVINE ( )
is a ¢itizen who regularly tapes what he considers propaganda R i
interviews and forwards transcripts to various public officials.
The Bureau has been given prior information on the Ford Show

and on DEVINE.,
No action being taken by Philadelphia.

€2~ Bureau (Encl. 2)fEM)
2 - New York (Encl.gd)(EM)
2 - Philadelphia &

1 - 100-?L6 )98/,52
1 - 100-46Q
st

FCB:EMR FT
(6)
REC- 29
P
scacaueE BT
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VIDAL by FRANK FORD

PHiile # 100-0
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bat. transeripf radio interview
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The rresident
The nite
ashington, D. C.

.y dear ir. yYresident,

26 Y,

Llarwellyn svenue

Glenolden, ~rennsylvania
Decemter 28, 1961

It waa a perfeetly splendid smear.

was the noted playwright, one Gore Vidal.

It started innocently enough.
going to discuss Lr., Vidcl's latest play.

Mr. Ford's guest

The gentlemen were
However the dis-

cuscion of the play never reslly got off the ground. Jome
five minutes at the end of the interview seemed to te 8ll

that could te devotecd to the play.
80 wrapped up in the "extremists to the right.”

Yes, 1t started innocently enough.

The gentlemen tcosme

Somwe ocomment

was made with respect to the fact that Lr, Vidal wae a
récent candidate for a seat in the Congress.
would have teen successful irn his tid it is a foregone con-
clusion thst one of the fifty iouse memters needed to atolish
the House Une-:merican #ctivities Committee would have teen
'in thes$ the bag,' to the delight of Gus Hall and his toecs

in the ¥Frecmlir, one Yikita Khrushchev.

If ¥r, Vidal

Hr. Burton uhite,

leader of the students who participeted in the San Francisco

back ' routine.

“Fiote told us of the magic numper of Congress neeﬂed to.
‘gwing it.!

.Te Fford swumg into the smear with the ‘iuian on horsec-
+nd then ixr, Ford Bet it up by callirg up

tne words uttered ty you and the Vige iresident, in Los

ingeles and :hiladelphis, respectively, ir.
thut iie is nervous.

Then he

stated that you were a conservative!
tlast wes the nouse Cqumittee and then to the John .irch
vociety, thnence to ..cYarthy, Rockwell and so on.

¥Yidal
'banged' Senator Goldwater end

stated

Next to receive the

4 most interesting fact was pinred down when it

was fiatly steted and adwitted that Fremk Dorrer wes s com-

muriste.

took tlusting the Committee.

.Te Domner is the gentleman who has jJust written a
nd then after calling up the

Gy another slap at Goldwater and an uppercut to the Zirch
voeciety tne interview, & most interesting interview, cnrded.

promptly forgotten.

“ngels, lerin armd <talin,

Lost conspicucus by its absence was sny slsp at the
¢xtrecists to the left,

triefly mentioned at the outset snd

Yot one word atout Mikita and the

lineage of corstirators whe started the whole thirg, arx,iﬁ

c¢e: Yes

I wonder why?

Respectful'y yours,

-
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YRAMK- FUHD AiD GCRE VIDAL - DUCEMIFR 28, 1961

7ord - ‘I mertiored atout good will avd politiies ard o
forth, you recently had a fling at polities, tefore we talk
atout the play, “omulus, you recently had a fling in poli-
ties, d414dr.'t you?

vidal = .cll, yes, 1'n here as » discredited pokitician frgm
upstate 1ew York, I ran for CUongremsmen in the last election,

jord - lot discredited, but defeated.
vidal - if rot discrdeited, I made the rage.

ford = +hat makes a fellow, a busy and successful playwright
want to be a Corgrescman? : :

videl - .€1l, I've salways been ir pblitiocs or irterxested in
it and ny family, it's s family of pelitieisvs and i have s
theory now that perhsps politics is a littla too seriaus
for me to be s pdliticiar, as I have been and expaciaslly in
my neck of the woods which has wer Bepubliean sinee 1910
esd not thet I have anything ¢ ? to say sgainas being
a fecublican tut the ides is that perhaps a shange is neses~
sary. 7e have five counties up there snd one of them has

never been Demoerstic since once and that was tov.ote sgaindt

atrehem Lineoln. Franklin Roosevelt lived in sy ®urty,
suchess and he never carried and ! said well, 1 sapn aarry it
1 d4idr't, :

Ford - ot encugh theafer goers up_there, that's a1, They .. ..

weren't cecsen

Vidal =l think it w's a worthwiiile thing $odo snd I think
that you ehould get peeple into polities who have abvicusly
nothing mueh to gain out of it and bty gestiing veople ine
terested in politics, whll they're in re for BNy,
they're in there to meke their law prastise s 1i3tle bis
béster, that's always a motive ﬂ.nﬂ.; is. 0180 a srewp for

yeasons entirely of venity and tha s perhaps o reason zore -

dangerous than those who ave oul fer a future buek Wt I
do think there is a whole nn‘.:—"nt in the eowtyy noy smd
I think kenredy is representative of it of muutu in
bedause they think it is a woriamhile enyeer; Wn &
::Otbb;i“ depressing or as compremising as we have
o telieve, T s P R

Ford - I'11 talk atout nuho w 1':“:7 m-u m.ﬁu -
ﬁ;v;.,f,"'

politics situstion, Yem had mantioned shend you b

impertant for people oiher tkan prefessismi Yolitiaians to
ke in politicse It's true fhat 1 “‘,w’ﬁ‘w.m
sion play sbout your family; OSemaser Serw is av sl

isn’t hef

;
I

Vidal - Ny Orsndfatnae . ino0 00
B

.—

e



Ford - Grandfather, yes, end I saw a marvelous pley en TV,
i think you wrote that play.

vidal -~ 1 wrote it and I acted in i¢,
vord = That's right, that's right, and eeeeces
Videl - It's the £ irst and lasct time eas an actore

Sord - You did very well in it, why was it the last tize 2s
en actor’

Vvidal = wJell, you know, thes said thcy'd do it ov tape (1

I seid well, you know, L played a narrstor ard L acted in

various scenes. If said well, you know, if I make sry mie

takes, 1 oar go tack snd I esn fix it, it 1t thevy ®sid,

we're going to do t:is live. Well, I discovered not orly

that I eanrot set tut th-t I eannot rememt:r lines erd at

tne drese rehearsal the ? broke doWr e
teleprompter

¥oxrd = Ch, fine.

Vidal = oo ard theye's a very nice photogrsth I have shovigg
me two minutes telore golpg on the air with 14 million people
watcning and the blankest face you've ever aeebe. I'm jJust
wtarring off ipto the middle distance.

Yord - ‘hey wese your lines, How come you coukdn't rememker
theme You wrote them,

. Vidal ~ Wheép your mind joes bdlank, it goes blank.

Ford = :vep with your own lineel
Vidal - .specially with your owne

Ford - Well, row,, you mentisned Mr. Kennedy. Fow they say
atout politico, 1 heve 2 rews period oomipng up and I'll tet
right Backesses.1'11l tell you atout Romulus right after the
DeWS..e.Fight tefore the mws »ou were talking @ little tit
stout politics. Gore, you mentioned ir. Kenmedy and mentioned
polities and the faect tnat there's s new feeling, let's say

in politics in this eountry as eviderced Y s young admirie-
tration. Ilve beern reading stout Ir: Yennedy's postponement
sbout sendi~g that rather controversial till thot ary housing
would have to ke atsolutely without any restriction of any
xind in order to gualigy for goverrment funds. low this bill
hes been sitting em Mr, Kennedy's desk for some time. Ascor-
ding to all those in the know, the yontial hip peeple say,
fwell, it 21e signs thet till and he's in fever of Congress,
with s recent sessiom of Congress, he'll have a lot of troutle
frem s lot of these Sa:thermers xkm bdeeause of this highly
controve rsial 8111 and he wants to push through sertai n things
bus they wen's de ite In ether words, what l1'm mying is
cempremise. It's part of politiss. And how could a fellow

R



like you wie' has eertain beliefs, how san you compromise
2ll she time3 Palitios is a great geme of eampremise,

Vidal = Vell, 3ll life is compromise. As far as I krnow the
only complete sbselutists who in eur time, who lived out

his own legend was of course, Hitler, who wes comple tely
totally sincere and aeted ou‘ all of his own madnessecs vith
total consistensys I am not im favor of absolutism et ey
level, whether it's moyel or intellestusl or political and

[ should think thet the art eof our form of governsent, which
is n-t much aimised by the majority ef our people., I hawe

@ great fear that the people in this coundry are tending much
more toward wen op horsebeck, much mozre toward easy answers
to aifficult problems, thet any faet that sny two people NN
who disagree can #it down end telk means that each is makirg
& compromise, one would assmm¢, with some grest kasie principle
that he would steke his life upon. Thewhole golnt © our
form of shciedy is that two epposing views menage towork out
some thing woich you oan live. liow you have s protiem with

a <residert like Kenredy who has eertsin and I should say
pasd ve end he's got a Congress that he's got to live with
and he's got to get legislaticn through polnt by pointe vell,
in a time like this there is very little that a srestdm ¢

can aecemplish beyond twe or three thirgs on whioh he will
put his reock scsolutely on the bleck ard he will sny' now

i'm going to have this and 1'm geing to fight tut he's got
the conuon market that he's-got to fight, ch'q/gﬂt the tariff
situation whieh {8 going %0 B¢ » Elpod beth for the next two
yearse ie's got aivil rights. ie's going to have to make up
his wind and { think you wee him now, he's maneuvering, hets
txying to shore up his own influence, he¢ has not got much

control .over Comgyeas.- He hes te Butld up his own persemal . _

popularity se that Baen he goes out, when he &o¢s take the
field. ~reople are petting lwpatient dut remember he didn't
come in s smiling golf playlvg genersl with a ready made re-
putation. He has now to make 1t on his ows tut 1 think ya 're
going to see guits a lively sdministrstion when he does conm-
mit himself. ile will get done those besic things which I think
he feels should te done. :

Ford - Thexe was, 2 think, in w» ¢ you Just said some slight
reference to epresing groups and s forth, Ve have seen, you
menticned the man on horsetack and loeking for easy, pat solue
tions to our proklems, We hLave sesn in recemti months what
might te caslled a fantastic resurgenes of this idesl of the
man on horsebask. I osn Sthink of one, kr, Weleh, head of the
John Hireh useclety as a elacsig exanple of 2 man who has all
the eusy answers to everythinmg. Pull eut of the UN, drep the
tomb, etce., @tCs, and give my wey end everything is going %o
b¢ fine. Low do you feel about the extremists withery to the
extrexe left or the extieme right that the FPresident referred
%0 recestly ané kire Johnsoa here in rhiledelphis, the Viee
Fresident recently mede referesee to. Whst's your own epinien
sbout these extremists with the easy enswers.

Vidal = ¥ell, I'm nervous: I mesan svezyone is nervouss I
] s, |

e e




TRENK AL EXRXLTEXIMFXLRAXLRLARNNA TN NK wnat's golngan 1in
Taxas, end Arisona, I get s lot of mail on thls, I did

e piece akout Barry Goldwater én Life lpgaxinre which has
eirned me & great deal of pecullar mail., I also did s cokumas
in Lsquire and i've writésn quite a bit atout the Lireh
society anJi the liouce lp-smwericsn Agtivitie s Committee., I
think tret these people are srying to form, for tie first time
¢0 un cruskization. Before they werc slways juat tusj. You
Know titey would soukd alright on the tariff and then suddenly
tney werc all sesl ng flying saucers. Vou know, tey're always
afrald, tiere's slways one plisrtly lunstic mte t'st thaYase

Jord - Jlouridation or watey or scme euch thing.

Jidal ~ e... there voices tremtle at this putting [{louride

in the water tut ! have a hunch there's s great decl of money
Leh ind thcw. It's ouming from Texas, a grest deal of it,

and from the oil men down there and theylre puttirg, they 're
sperding ar enormous wmount of money for whst they call a
ennseivative revivale. 'Well, there's no such thing. Conserva-
tism is o perfectly legitimate position, it happrens %o te a
conseivative gountry. In fuct our Prasident is a conservative
sresidest, ty asny rescorslle temminology. This iz e fascist
revival and what they are eftcr is the cormunista of whigh
tleie arve twenty two taousend in the Urited States, according
to Je Sdgar iioover and ! hope he knows everyore snd is ke«oing
sp eye on them. hat they're after, minority grours, thev're
after lator uniocns, they're after the twentieth cen tury and
Biieyd are up to no good and I think, I would te foscirated

to see Goldwater nomirnated, By the Reputliocan narty, not
tecause . ##8b¥ my Z,putlican friernds amy 111 luck, al thaigh
tiaey woul® nzv: 1t tut I would be fagcirated to sec . all these
people comé out frum under the flat rock and ged thea out
tiere in the open Lecause this sort of thing, if you allow

it, and you et frightered of it. T™e mail I gett rom araand
tie country is faseinating. The réigr of terror thut they
LuvVe w it scLool btoarde, I uesn ope teacher ir w fiigh school
in winichita nappened to say in science clups, ne caid in his
clasy th t the Rugsians happen to te ahead of us in the means
of deiivering uissies. e wres up t:zfore the school toard and
wego forced tu resien bLeéocsus. 1€ was obviouely a cousmuricte

Tie iwais was, bticye was nothing againet nin of sny kind except
tosh ond 5 think the teacl.:rs in the country awd I've zaid
t.i3 all over my distiict and i keep orn soying it, tn- teachers
i this courtry szre territly cowardly. They llve is teiror of
tueir Behiool toorde and instesd of starding up and teing leaders
in their cowaunitica they Just sit btack and allow themselves
to L ¢ .ushed around. I think it's vexy sad,

ford -~ “.a&, you menticned tne siouse Un-“uwerican ictivities
Souwittec, I nave just finished atout two-tnirds of s kook,

The wr-sauericans, wnich is & detailed document of tiue sctivilies
of tiie .ouse Uns-american ~otivities Comnittee. L haove for

the p.et five yenrs and some months that I've been doing this

prograw, spcker out very forthrightly against the louse Un-
Ameriesn ~etivities Coumnittee in no unecertain terme. against



e e

o hay BeR She ki PR (g

sush thirys s the Johw HEfreh ﬂutaw, aumt the remmant
of the Mclarthyites and their followers, sgsinst the Usorge
Lincoln Rockwells whe are relatively unimpertsnt and reslly
uniwportant and I get fh same kird of mail from pesulisy
people too, such things® as this hawtm to nt. Have you
teen reported vet teo ﬁ! E‘BI. : Fo ST

Videl - ”robabe. 1 i : D
Ford = /11, I know 1 Rave bumu imn, i get um um;
of k tters that they send %o the 7B% and I wnder to myself
are these people, do tHey seriously think that I'm sukversive
Do they thirk that I'ma, I'd like to show them my ineome
tax yeturn some time how I love our form of bgovernmeny, you
krow, tut they think (here with great emo¥ion - Fred Levine)
the nirute you're s @issenter, the mimute, the I, I, for thg
for tie, tetter then four yesrs doing the gmmn 4 post

five yevrs thst r. -A.nnhover wis Vresidens, I desorited -

niii 2o o very nice well mesnipg men who mu s do nothing
Fresident, full of soud will but in effeat notﬂcm &1

Loy you would #hink I e attuﬁkin% oF M# 'Y xmm:
mothexr they wsy, the kind of nail) m‘ : .{,-‘
They emy, "You shoulin®t talk ﬁu ;
eLouddn’t i, i have free speeehy. Ill'ﬁ
Bay b, YOU Know, 88y what you wand as }
taste, well thay think it's Wm-
s oue thirg. 1 o

¥idgl - They find the 3411 'f a‘g:q,-,_
a fsscinating pell . “kqn ”n Qh
s thing called

tions if prcptrly interpreted were really BiL :

questions end they find oud the t on s¥ou mﬁw -'N ‘ :ﬁ(ﬁ

of the Hill of Righte, the kids were 0@ .,ﬂf%i*&w - They

dtdn't hellﬂe ir. meapn of syeech iz, y
= o

'anted to, they were sll for pﬁ“ﬁt =
adcired the FBI fwe ¥y .
the tiues, I happen u‘ hoha&
heve the ides of disnem Wi S a
didn't discuss thirgs otpenly.
troutle.

I
Ford - We Just wt & nu%tc hn'. ﬁu,,
they unswer sometimes ip the ¢ Toou
eslled to sey that the heok fhe
was writter bty a acmw&ato -

Vidal - Wgll, you have bm utv
tonight «.e ‘

Ford ~ Uh’ “11 M "r"

- ity e sk L
thing for the (]“‘ 'm‘;‘




"post office shsolutely in the Blacgk, they write and write

snd write, {lsughetd. Yes, you out there in the derk, Prank
Donner, author of the Un-imericeans was indeed, was, not is,

a communist. I happewed ¢to review hig toek in the Herelsé
Tribune, tsking John Crosty's plece for one golwmn and it's

& book ztout the liouse Un~.merican ‘retivities Coymitiee,
pubtlished ty Ballantine and it's celled e Un-%me:icens.
Well, it's @ first ratev doeumentad case, 1t's a little ahrill
tut it 18, the msn is a corstitutiomal lawyer and he has
glven a case against the committee. lMow this is an ip-
terenting tz2ing. The conmitteo 414 not anawer Ximx any of

‘the charges Bennsz made against them end they were pretty

desdly on the committee’s interest and the favor of rpelist
grougs, Xu Zlux Klan, said that they werp ident, you know,
they havet the same gosls as the Lousé Un-~merigsn act‘h itiea
Comaittee. DBut the entire reaoction wes, don't answer the
oharge, just may thet kr. Yomner w3 a communist. .ell, I
g3t & lot of thims so I chesked up on him one day, I m¢t him,
talked to him, found out atout him, perheps he ls trying 7}
puzll down the republie, Put in th:t ease ™he FIE wa 14
arrest him but he wes et ore time s communiat tut tley 4f4d
not ensger the chapges ® we might move on &0 another tesck

ty Telford Tuylor snd he is certainly net a coumuniat) he
was boad of our légal end of the Furembufg srials He,

wrote a book celled Grand Inguest which was a whole. atudyﬂ af
House investigating committees, their usee and tha ir atises
and I think thaﬂ givea the House wmittee Juat as had a

ﬂ.ti@'o ‘

“Ford « 4 11; you know you 'uwm Bum Geldwater o uzm
~ahite aghs  Nr. Goldwater. ma

doryed the Joho B m
Bociety nor hos he seid aﬁything npimﬁ ‘e Johw BIrdH T
Soaiety., lie's beew gompletely. wuxi o e, gngeticn of the

. Tohn 3ireh 3oeiaty, naiiber for Aow agimy - ABA it is ip-

teresting he hasn's denoum:ed 4 n w htu he uo«ptcd' %hnq

Vidal - Well, he hasn't besnm ub*.!.e fm:m out how mw
memhers they 'va gov yeb. He's a pﬂ,&%w&m@ i

Yord - When you setd that yw !’mpua #hat he ran in 'M Ie
already se¢n the oppss'tion ul.n n wp Geldwater, 1% asM
Goddwater in ‘84, 1844, Lati's tulk for & Mm.h uhout the

© play Hemulue which opaved last night, 'This 1: WAM“ snd
#hil 7 esid your wwn mu retation f Ve plq» ‘

What first attracted you te iha Play civvoie
(2% this peint ir, Videl snd kirs Ford sngaged tn wsc
winutes of mmr pointlens dissusgion of she play

Werd = ..., our guest mq doxd Viaal, Geod m i4's hﬂn &

pmum 1) han yous

Vidal ~ Thank yowu quz, we'ze off u thu Juﬁ:u m odd ilr
M%LW 5\9?90

. nmmz

‘.‘.M~Ms«f~rmm,xmmmmw; mxwymmtw
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. DIRECTOR, FBI 11 0-23-62{ 1 pers |

Mry T ..

-

Mr, Gale o
Mr. Rosen .~ |

/ O Mr. T -:-tte;ﬁ:__‘:

SUBJECT: DEBATE BETWEEN GORE VIDAL AND g;l;- ﬁi?;:;;—
WILLIAYM F. BUCKLEY, JR. v Miss Holmes — |

MODERATOR DAVID SUSSKIND e

l . s 7C

i ){/ on 10/21/62 a debate between—ore CQpPTrOneS U1t b6 ‘

e ‘dividuals was telecast over WGBH (Channel 2), the educational ¢

: channel in the Boston area. This program was viewed by,

SA JOHN L. FAHERTY and he indicates that the comments’ betpeen
BUCKLEY and VIDAL were quite caustic and vitriolic. S4-
Faherty states that during one discussion concerning Civi
Rights, VIDAL mentioned that the Director had indicated_
that there were about 22,000 known Communists in the Unit
tes. VIDAL agdded that if the Director did not have a
complete dosier on these 22,000, *he is not doing his job
VIDAL then said that there must .be at least 22,000 FBI-ag

On another occasion while discussing Civil Right
'"BUC’KLEY made the remark, "I wouldn't awaken on individual

at 3 olclock in the morning for an interview either.” ,
84, FAHERTY stated that the above were the only references \
* mgge to the FBI. -

w -

3
. The foregoing is furnished to the Bureau Jor
i i‘-ba information.

<7 neTE
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'JANT 1965
cc TO:M..W@ZS) NAME CHECIQ
'REQ. REC'D. 384464 .

pR 90 g ‘-January 6, 1965
ANS. (260 .19

e /i GQRES’)JDAL-
i “Born: October 3, 1925
/ Westport, New.York

The FBI has conducted no independent investigation
concerning the subject of your name check inquiry. However,
files of this Bureau do disclose that Gore Vidal was
mentioned in the January 20, 1948, issue of the "Daily Worker"
in a review of his book, "The City And The Pillar." The
book dealt with the physical adventures of a nale homosexual.
Vidal was an associate of two individuals who were the
subjects of security-type investigations conducted by the
FBI in 1954 and 1956.

(62-107665)

"The National Guardian" dated November 13, 1961,
carried an article stating that Gore Vidal was to be among
the speakers for a Wednesday evening December 6, 1961,
meeting at Manhattan Center, New York City which was to be
?6{ally to abolish the House Un-American Activities Committee.

-7582-A :

%he July 17, 1961, issue of the "New York Herald
Tribune" carried a column by Gore Vidal who was substituting
for John Crosby who was on vacation. The column dealt with »
the House Un-American Activities Committee and was critical
of this committee's activities.
62-10885-X1) ) .

. . A’ confidential informant who has furnished reliable
information in the past furnished on May 21 and May 22, 1961

b7D

v_i___rl.ocated among this material was the
name Gore Vidal Edgewater, Barrytown, New York.

(97-4196-34-38) _
. The files of the FBI contain no further information

pertinent to the subject of your name check inquiry.

Original & 1-USIA

R %ugsg ceived-12/8/64 » ( pe
sded 44/ :,:.-f-; o
oj v W vl e

the FBI, and loaned to your agency; it and its contemts are not to be distributed outside your

This document ¢ontains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of
agency. Th! '-ls in answer to your request for a check of FBI files.

5CJAN1S 1955 21 JAN 8 1965
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f OPHSTAL fORM NO. 10

. A MAY |_u: EOITION ta soro-toe m Rty ) )
« ' 'UNITED STATES GOY@RNMENT ‘ et
" ) Casper
allohon
Memorandum Corn ——
Eyduts
a)é7
TO : My. Mohr paTE: June 24, 1964 ){‘f”
Teler Room —__D6
FROM : C. D. DeLoach : Holmes b7C
Gandy
SUBJECT: CRITICAL PROGRAM -~ CIVIL RIGHTS
53,/3 ~ STATION WPIX-TV
NEW YORK CITY
v '
s Assistant Director Malone called at 10:20 a. m. today and advised that one of

, tﬁe Agents in the office had just handed him a memorandum concerning a program which
appeared last night over the above-entitled station.

Mr. Malone explained that WPIX is an independent station in New York City
and is not a member of one of the networks. He said that at 11:15 p.m. last night the
Agent was looking at the station and a program appeared called "Hot Line."

This was a panel type show where the panelists take telephone calls from tl%

public and answer their questions. On the program were David Susskind; Gor (who

Mal one described as being on the pink side) ; Reverend William Coffin, chaplain at Yale \.4

University; and Dorothy Kilgallen. . N‘
JOTOULY osasl

The first half of the program was extremely critical of the Director and the
FBI in the handling of civil rights cases and bombing cases in the South. One statement '\
was made that the Director should retire as he did not desire to carry out the law of the
land as far as civil rights cases are concerned. Susskind said the FBI had utterly failed
in the bombing cases in the South. There were, of course, other items taken up on the )
program; however, at the conclusion Susskind said that this was the first of its kind and i/

was sort of a test pilot. He urged that listeners write in if Lhey }voulg. like to have a prog:amﬁf
4 . —— )

| of this type continued in the fall season of 1964 L = ;
NOT RECORD . ,

Malone said that due to the late hour $fry Jéiv Pedf#4 saw the program and h}
the only comment he has had so far is from this one Agent who had accidentally tuned in i
on it. He said that nevertheless some of the New Yommmre going to write to \\‘i!

f
4
\
i

the station and say that the program stunk, was factually incorrect, and do not think the g
program should be continued next fall. He said, of course, they would not identify them- ()\‘
selves with the Bureau. . ;

4 - . ) E :
RECOMMENDATION: For information. Y Y g
1 - Mr. Rosen " |
1 - Mr. Evans v A {
1 - Mr. Jones 9):" Ny |
Egggmr (5)‘/‘/ ) =

A WY S :
(”\ ‘_2' v.l W, ] k?/i'gé/@ (7 =e 23
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. In her incoming,
correspondent mentioned the TV program "Hot Line" wiich has David
Susskind as moderator. The panelists on the show about which correspondent
wrote were Dorothy Kilgallen, a gossip columnist, Reverend William Sloan
Coffin of Yale University and Gore Vidal, Coffin is well known to the Bureau.
He is a highly vocal ‘integrationist and has been extremely critical of the
Bureau in the past. He is the Chaplain at Yale University and has been the
center of much criticism because of his outspoken support of the integration
movement. Susskind is well known to the Bureau. Bufiles reflect Gore Vidal
was mentioned in the 1-20-48 issue of the Daily Worker in a review of his
book, ""The City and the Pillar," The book dealt with the physical adventure

of a male homosexu
subjects of security
the author of 2 play,

al. He was an associate of two individuals who were the
~type investigations conducted in 1954 and 1956, He was
"The Best Man" which opened on 3-31-60 and had, as

part of its script, a reference to the Director. On 9-23-62, he was on
David Susskind's program and made derogatory remarks concerning the
Director and stated there are probably as many Agents 28 there are
communists, She is being addressed as Mrs. because she mentions her
son in incoming.: '

hel |

e
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|
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I have received your letter of June 23xd and g N
want to Juank you for your kind remarks concerning iny efforts ; w
‘ as Dirccicr of the FBL e I
¢ g2 =
l .- - - - b -
7 2 It was good of you to write regarding 'vs {.7evision § <
4 s program, "Hot Lihe." With reference to the curren. prs ~.Mn in
& :Mi"ﬁl&"l’.)pl, let me assure you that the FBI is conductiu ¢

intenciv e and thorough investigation {o determine the who.+ “souts

of the =oe missing eivil rights workers. Any other evei. © which
have ¢ scurred Whlch may constitute a viols. is. within the jurisdiction
of thic Sureau likewise are receiving cax i ztzention.

1 am pleased to know of your son's inferest in the
¥BI, It is most encouraging to have £3 support of roung pe ople
and I appreciate your advising me of ki3 fealings. ; assoraates
join :ze in expressing thanks for your ;za:00us conu..,.m.s.
Sincerely yours,

7. Edgar Hoovel:

/.
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Mr. Tolson*Z
‘ _ Mr. BelmontsZ__
) 3 M Mohe/o
-~ - - . . ‘ ‘ j’ ; Mtr. Casper..
‘ A . Mr. Callahan. ‘
. . Mr. A
S - . June 23 '64 M:,j? Iaf,’«;. —
Midnight r./Evjns

M
Mr. Gale.
Mr, Rosen74,44

J. Edgar Hoover Mr. Sullivdf.
V( | Mr. Tavel — .
. Mr. Trotter...——

My dear Sir ' Tele. Room.
Miss Holmes ...

Station WPIX, Ch 11, NY has just presented a program called "Hot Line" J Miss Gandy.
Susskind is the moderator. Listeners phone in questions & the panelists t
answering the calls. The panelists were Dorothy Kilgallen, GareAdal & Rev Wilkam
Sloan Coffin of Yale Univ. —_—— ,

I listened knowing full well how questions would be answered & I wasn't mistaken. 1
have just written to WPIX expressing my opinion of the program & of Mr. Vidal in
particular. Of course a call came in (bona fide?) on the present crisis in Missassippi
& that call was taken by Mr. Vidal. They a1l felt the FBI should "go in™" & Vidal said
that you were doing nothing, he couldn't understand why you had to go on & on being
director that all you talked about was communism." I wish I could quote him word
for word but since I can't I must just say that the words he used would leave the
impression on listeners that you had outlived your usefulness that the big problem
to-day is civil rights "& you haven't said a word."

%

1 subscribe to National Review, The Tablet, Human Events, The Wanderer & the
Golden Sphinx (N.C.L C.) & the first three have been concerned attacks being made
on our law enforcements agencies especially the FBI. They hold you in great esteem
as they should & thank God for it.

e

that the FBI & the S. S. men in Dallas had not been in close touch with each other dur
the preperations for the presidents tour. My 20 yr old son who is a student @ Texas

A & M came home for the Christmas Holidays & I told him what was being said. He Q\
lWas partially turned away from me when I said this & instantly he faced me & said -

(\ Almost immediately after Mr. Kennedy was assasinated the news ne dia: reported mg

"The FBI always & at all times knows what its doing. They're some fine men, there's )
none like them." I noted the expression in his eyes as he said this and.I;was pleased. §;

I intend writing to the sponsors of this show too--Spic & Span, Mr. Clé:a'n, Black Flag
Camay & Salvo were advertized. Q\:

“ver I meant to write to you, your birthday or when you finisheda’,t
» so may I now tell you that I thank God that you are in charge &
11 to you & to all those fine people who work with you. You are J‘

1 feel all woyl be lost «x:ithout your vigilance. . ::31
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W May 8, 1967 v
BY LIAISON
o i
Qﬁ - } ¥ ,‘-.L‘?
¢ /;L LTS 5 K”&:;ﬂ .
; ., rg, Mildred Stegall Sl
I " The White House §))’ Q}’tlﬁ\; P
| Washington, D. C. li{fﬁ;ﬁf“’y\ :
Dear Mrs. Stegall: | W

I

5 Reference is made to your request for a name check

‘ concerning Gore Vidal. % -y
p v_._,u e 7 e 2‘:

2 o T - - . oA ~
Mr. Gore Vidal, who was born ox{ October. 3,-19255
at West Point, New York, has not been the subject of an investi-= oo
gation by the FBI. Mr. Vidal is described as a writer and authgr: b
of several books as well as a contributor of articles to varipus __
nationally distributed magazines. He wasa Democratic-ELjberal’
candidate for the United States Congress in 1960. T,

Our files reveal that CGore Vidal was mentiongd in the
January 20, 1948, issue of the "Daily Worker," a former gn st
newspaper, in connection with 2 review of his book, "The Gity 4hd
The Pillar." This book dealt with the physical adventuressef a-fale
homosexual. Vidal was also an associate of an individoglSvhotvas
the subject of a security-type investigation conducted Ly, te FBI in
1956, based on this individual's reported efforts in attemptingto
obtain "political asylum in Soviet Russia.” This associgtion was
determined to be of a business nature. =R

"The National Guardian, " a publication described by the
é 4 House Committee on Un-Americani'Activities as a "virtual official
pkopppaida arm of Soviet Russia, in its November 13, 1961, issue
HEC.8agRyB Ay s ticle stating thiat Gore Vidal was to be among the speakers
Tolson for a VJednebiay evening December 6, 1961, meeting at Manhattan
Mohr — i} @enfg. emYork City," which was to be a rally to abolish the Hoyse
~Ae

\

o

Casper Un Actitities CommijftteB. N ¢ N
Soecod 1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent direct) oy R Vs i \/ : '\\ '
Qale — ,Z ' 1 - Mr. Gale (sent direct) y &'J o
sulven ¥+, 1 - Mr. Rosen (sent direct) J

Tavel

Trolterae 2 > LONOTE: New York Office telephonically advised on 5-4-67, that their indices
;:“‘;WA do&m additional data concerning Gore Vidal.  spp »mmnot SINT "R

lmes ;)r{ -

g i ’ MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT D 4‘\’_’—" :- e L ereyerA ,
CUJCFkst (8) [ ron, ShsdialieAes:

Gundy ——

|
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Mrs. Mildred Stegall

In & column prepared by Gore Vidal in the July 17,
1961, issue of the "New York Herald Tribune, " he severely
criticized the activities of the House Un-American Activities
Committee.

In May, 1961, information was received from a
confidential source who has furnished reliable information in the
past indicating that Gore Vidal, Barrytown, New York, was
assoclated with the pro-Castro Fair Play for Cuba Committee.

, (62-107665-4)

In 1963, it was reported that Mr, Vidal was a "friend"
of the "Kennedy Clan, " in that his stepfather was Mrs. john F. Kennedy's
stepfather and that they share a’alf~brother and a hali-sister, Although
Mpr. Vidal might have been considered a "friend" of the Kennedys in
1963, recent information comirg to our attention tends to indicate that
he ‘has developed an antagonistic attitude toward them. In the April 9,
1967, issue of "The Washington Post, " Gore Vidal's review of
William Manchesterts book, "The Death of a President,” contains
several eritical statements concerning the Kennedys. At one point he
indicates that there might be some substance {0 those rumors that the
Kennedys are "ruthless and not very lovable after all.”

The May 7, 1967, issue of "The Washington Post’ makes
reference to a recent article appearing in "Esquire’ magazine in which
Gore Vidal attacks the Kennedy family, particularly Senator Robert
Kepnedy. Allegedly, one of the basés for this attack eoncerned a White
House party several years ago in which Vidal, who was described as
aleoholically exuberant, was requested to léave by Robert Kennedy.
Vidal was reported fo have stated, "I'm going to desiroy you."

( Civil fingerprints were located in the files of the FBI
identification Division which may be identical with those of Mr. Vidal.
These fingerprints were searched through the criminal files of the
Identification Division and no arrest record was located.

A copy of this communication has not been sent to the
Attorney General.

Sincerely yours,
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GSA GEN. REG. NO, 27 Tolson
UNITED STATES C‘ERNMENT °°‘;°°
, ” 1 - DeLoach W V
Memorandum 1 - vicx o

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen

1l - M.A.Jones

DATE: May 4, 1967

Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes

Gandy

MR. DeLOACH<3%y

STERLING B. DONAHOE‘&%

Y

GORE VIDAL
WHITE HOUSE NAME CHECK REQUEST

Mrs. Mildred Stegall called from the White House
this morning. She advised that we had given them the
results of a name check on Vidal in 1964 and she requested
that this name check be brought up té6 date with as much
information as possible about Vidal.

Apparently Vidal appeared on the "Today'" show
this morning and made some vicious remarks. No active
investigation is desired but as previously indicated,
as much detailed data as is available regarding him should
be furnished. If necessary the office covering his place
of residence should be contacted to determine whether that
office has any additional data and we should be particularly
alert to any public statements he has made.

ACTION:

For handling by Crime Records Division.

2\ g
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The Washington Post

Times Herald

The Washmgton Daily News
’I‘he Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (,Washmgt.on)

Daily News (New-York)

. .Sundg,y Ncws (l‘!c_w York)

T~ =" NewYork Post
. The New York Times
IS VU World Journal Tribune
S (New Yo:k)::
The Sun (Baltimoge)
The Worker

. The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’s World

pae _ MAY 11 1067
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el , - 1 - Mr. DelLoach
/ ) - / b 7 / oo 1 -~ Mr. Bishop
S 1 - Mr. Gale
v 1 - Mr. Eddy
\J) Ta: 3AC, New York 1 - Mr. Hoore

Tron: Dircector, INI (35N

Gl il VIDAL
SO w GOBNSTLANG b6
b7C
There is on w Yorx Nffice, a true
cony of a lettor Ly déressed to theo

repavtuent of Justice. This letter was formiched to the ,
fmieany hy meporandum from the Department, 4/25/68, reguesting:
the Toresu rake 8 prelimingry investipati » @ whnt
Yidal said on a TV yrogram referred to in tetter.
This progran was on UNEW-TV, Channel 5, Xew York, saturday,
4/15/G8, at 10:30 n.n,, cntitled "Is Ldberallisn Dead."

Tiew York coaduct investigation to detemmino the
content nf Vidal's commonts so that thoy may be reviewed to

deternipe vhothor thove is any possible violotion of tho o
Solective Service fet. If no vorson kunown to New York GIfice !
wbhirh would nreclude contact with WEW-TV, effort shonld Lo 2
nade to obtain film of propram for review. Individuals con- T
tacted should he advised the investigation ia being conductcd 4¥]
at spocific request of tho Department of Justice. E&
Subnmit results of inquiry to the Rureau at the 12

gerilent possible date suiltable for disscminalion ineludivs
any backpround information in your files regarding subject.

. : {
3'1'!".' . '

e .
{1~ 62-107665 |
MHIfstdm.
i tdn
9 < me
3601 st

&
See cover memo Gale to DelLoach, dated 5/1/68, captionéd sone, %
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Dear
Your letter of October 15th has been received and I
can understand the concern which prompted you to write and furnish
me your views. The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the
Federal Government and, as such, has no control over who appears
on television or other mass media.
Sincerely yours,

7, Bdgar Hoover ~
be "
b7Cc "

"‘ NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. '\:
~
~ REK ]fh (3) \
~ \\\
i
MAILED 21 "
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B = Oct, 15, 197Q@ - ..i0
i< Mr. J, EdgaruHoover ' - R i IR

“.}Ja Director.

Federal Bureau of Investigatlon
Washington D,C,.

P

g

Dear Sir:

(I vas dismayad ovsYT a statea@nt pezmitted to ba broadcast |
| today over NBC national television network during the Davié. . .
?rcst ShOWb-a statemant by Goré 1dal, a sensaticnallst writef.

cpm I AR RS e BT

, Among‘ﬂr ‘Vldal" seomlngly unsolkaxtmd remarks. were scornful

} statements about the vice president of the United States,

; zspilling from his mouth before he even seated himself, and -
1n which he rather obviously tried to solicite a rubber-stamp.

“iof hiz position from MHr, Frost., Hr, Frost, while not dise

,assoeiatlng himselr with the r@marks. fell short of endorsing
A ‘them .

Iet, Mr, Vidal pursued his opening vitupnration withﬁa
" jremarkable statement that in order for us to battle the -

Irsytem® (poliolcal), we could “blow up the capitol AD m’.”
s owi"®” 5

WYould you please explain to me, why, in the name of free don

of speoch, we allow such dangerous statements to ‘be broad ;f?*
- -over thé entira nation?

B A

_A

!

, . o
'Advoeaoy of violence is intolerable, aven masquerading as “
smart-aleck entertainment, It does not go unmarked during = ¥
these troublod times fo7T our country. UWe in California have &y
<

g

B

s

e 5B

seon som@.of ‘our government officials indeed “"blown up”. -
e certalnly don®t take kindly to NBC's aponsorshlp of Z:%&

of VidoX's ilk. \Sﬂ% REG- 73 L2 - &/CoZJ:{-—' ,

11 am wondering. %00, at the rather curious posltion of Hr, &
Frost, 1Is he a citizen of this country in which he finds so
ch to question? I wonder what Hr, Frost's reaction would -
be to an American eéntertainer om BBC, sponsoring, without’ 8
verbal disassociation, statements that the Primes thister«o£-
 England or the Queen should-be “blown up“? Or Parliament3{
Hould he bridle or giggle? 23 0CT ‘,19ﬂ)h

TR

ot e e g RS

_Sincerely,
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