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I am a Qhisf Inspector i/T ths South Y o r k s h i r e Police: and work at 

i-orce Headquarters, S h e f f i e i d , From time to time I atte n d a footba 

match as a sp'sctator. I had few commitments during ths weekend 

15-16 A p r i l and so ofatained a t i c k e t f o r the F.Ai Cup s e m i - f i n a l gan 

between L i v e r p o o l and Nottingham F o r s s t . 

Ky t i c k e t was f o r seat NN 28 i n the South Stand uncovered enclosure. 

(The seats number '-230 frorr< Wrst to East, my seat was the r e f o r e 

the f r o n t ) . 

Tht day was f i n e and Bunmy, Jrleft the c i t y centre about 1,20 pm i n 

Biy car to t r a v e l to the ground. I drove from Bridge S t r e e t out of 

the c i t y v i a West Bar, G i b r a l t a r S t r e e t and Langsett Road. I had 

allowed f o r heavy t r a f f i c but wa.s s u r p r i s e d that there was very 

i i t t l s problem u n t i l the usual oottleneck at H i l l s b o r o u g h corner 

t r a f f i c l i g h t s . 1 t r a v e l l e d through the j u n c t i o n towards 

H i l l s b o r o u g h F o o t b a i i Stadium. There were no hindsrances as I 

t r a v e l l e d down. Lappings Lane onto Penistone Raad and l e f t i n t o 

Ciaywheels Lane. 

I parkea my car i n Claywheeis Lane and walked tewards H i l l s b o r o u g h 
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Leppings La 

A i l the way along my Journey I was c o n t i n u a l l y asked f o r 'spare* 

t i c k e t s and "swaps' by young wale L i v e r p o o l supporters. I p o l i t e l j 

answered the f i r s t few but the number of e n q u i r i e s became so 

overwhelming that I simply walked past or shook my head. 

My t i c k e t was green i n colour and showed admission by a South Stanc 

gangway c l o s e s t to the South West corner of the stadium. I consult 

the schematic map on the rear.-iand the n a t u r a l route appeared to be 

v i a LepDjU>§s-'TrinB and s e r v i c e road which leads to !rh«,..South Stand 

The t i c k e t bore no mention of colour cg-^,|"3 ~J^^£MBSAJ4B4IJLi3hi^ 

time a f t e r the event that .ALL-rticket-s were green. 

I saw~~ntr--«;.eference to colour coded d i r e c t i o n boar'^-s-.^ Furthermore, 

reached ths South Stand s e r v i c e roa?~arTTa~f-a4Wid--^^ h^rrsd by.--^ 

s e r i a l of o f f i c e r s , under the command of Inspector Harvey, ensuring 

the proper sggregation of fans. I was allowed to pass through but i 

awful l o t of supporters were i n v i t e d to walk round the block and 

enter the South Stand from Penistone Road. The point of r e l a t i n g 

t n i s i s to i n d i c a t e that the i n f o r m a t i o n provided on the t i c k e t 

i t s e l f could have been much more comprehensive and the d i r e c t i o n 

boards moro, prominently d i s p l a y e d . 

I took up my seat and saw from the e l e c t r o n i c clock behind me that 

the time was 1.54 pm. (1354) The ground was very s p a r s e l y populated. 

There was, however, a q u i t e densely packed area i n the two centre 

enclosures behind the Leppings Lane end g o a l , 

I bought and read a match pro^r^smme--e:^--T~waVfreW~rQr~ to 

^^gJja^-.-4--r em ember at one stage, l o o k i n g a c r o s s to the West St^nd 

terraces a n d s e e i n g the supporters patti'rrg'^ip-ijriulti-co 1 oured beachbAll 

ar 8und~"rhe--eaivtx£__£nclosure. The s t g n i f i c a n c B o f thi.&-.Jrs-'Xf;Sxvhe 



frowd were not so t i g h t l y packed as they were,able to '^^j-^e^'t-heir a 

a j j ^ ^ . b o u n c y ..tbuB-Jaal.t a p B u n t t i \ 
The t.mn tBa«.s"TS5re~~BTitrn thr p i t h f o r a warm-uo s e s s i o n . ^ X d o n ^ 

remember the time p r e c i s e l y but remember that i t was e a r l y , perhaps 

E.ao pm or E.35 pm. <1430-1435> When the teams l e f t the p i t c h 1 

rememb&r^JLhAZ—the groennj aammmd' muf tf txririn: 

from the centre^^^^e^ncj^o^su^re^ b 1 wg into the 

s e a t i n g enclosure. I i n t e r p r e t e d t h i s as mischievous rather than 

a r i s i n g because of overcrowding. I saw about f»UJCi-.®r-"̂ fTVe p o l i c e 

o f f i c e r s , one an Inspector st-anding i n the aisles-"of the s e a t i n g 

enclousre close by the f r o n t of the stand, I was-,not: suprxsed to se 

the o f f i c e r s move to prevent t h i s a c t i v i t y and thought i t proper 

that o f f i c e r s should e j e c t those who had managed to climb into the 

stand. He escorted the young man up the a i s l e and out of the stand. 

Tne climbing from the standing to the s e a t i n g area ceased apart frort 

a very occasional person. 

Tnare appeared to be s u f f i c i e n t o f f i c e r s on the perimeter track 

around the ground. 

ins two teams returned to th4 p/t:c1|r|at about _i2.3S pm anif 1 consiiaere 
v . i t u n l i k e l y that the game would be able to s t a r t at 3.00 pm h-sLwever, 

the p r s l i :'.nariBS were c u r t a i l e d and the teams were i n p o s i t i o n "̂ o 

kick o f f around t*"'̂'̂^̂,Ĵ '̂̂||̂°̂|j|̂^̂ '̂̂^ u"*,MM"'''̂ Hfti'^iSi"«%'j»«*'?.^.,^"^^^ crowd i n the 

"^..^uth Stand were a l l standing. I sat down before many around me/and 

thersby'~'iari-dwitiatseB the k i c k - o f f . As people began to s i t dô wrt t h e r t 

was a cheer from the c r o wdajTBT'ffiy a t t e n t i o n wa;̂  il\ SSn~~to the 'playsfr 

t u nnel'. I guessed that the Nottingham F o r e s t manager was taking hi 

seat faat could not see the s u b j e c t ef t h i s interest:. 

I saw very l i t t l e f o o t b a l l played because, seconds afterwards, my 

a t t e n t i o n was drawn to fans being allowed out of the Leppings Lane . 
<MHWWBMHI8Bc»fai9iBi<|i»>i)|jii.,j| 
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^Ti^^^osure^^^^^and^ I "tBUnediately assumed that the centt 

closure had become overcrowded and th>ft the p o l i c e there were 

t r a n s f e r r i n g fans tr5~~STrutiiei' cnclo^nJre. I became concerned when I 

saw that the fans were j u s t s i t t i n g on the p i t c h and were not movii 

towards other e n c l o s u r e s . Other fans were s c a l i n g the perimter 

fencing and dropping onto the perimeter t r a c k . 

Members of the p u b l i c around ma who were l e s s than 100 yards from t 

i n c i d e n t i n t e r p r e t e d t h i s as a p i t c h i n v a s i o n and there were many 

c a l l s for strong p o l i c e a c t i o n to get the fans back i n t o the 

enclosures. The man s i t t i n g beside me suggested p u t t i n g p o l i c e dog 

in t o the e n c l o s u r e . Because the p o l i c e o f f i c e r s were not j u s t 

allowing byt a s s i s t i n g the fans over the fence and out of the 

emergency gates 1 r e a l i s e d that t h i s was not a p i t c h i n v a s i o n and w 

d e f i n i t e l y a matter f o r concern. 

I r e c a l l that the f o o t b a l l p l a y e r s and o f f i c i a l s continued the game 

f o r an i n o r d i n a t e period a f t e r I had r e a l i s e d the need f o r the game 

lo be h a l t e d . Fans wsre a c t u a l l y s i t t x n g on the p i t c h . The footfaa 

matcn was not h e l p i n g tns o f f i c e r s attempts to deal with the 

s i t u a t i o n because there were cheers and surges and the a t t e n t i o n wa-

drawn away frbrri tne matter at hand. "̂ ''̂ -'̂ -̂  

I saw Superintendent Murray come from the d i r e c t i o n o"f~ p o l i c e 

the 

CO nt F o I ISSm a nd go to the perimeter track.^^He went to" •t'Ke~~a>;pa'~H~. 

faehind Leppings Lane goal and then wal ked^s'e iT*Q«/(JfcJ almost \an, 

ta tfie~2*4^.sjman i n f ront of the South Stand. Re/clear] 

game to bs slopped, Iw'Julu I'ldve—tttBuy 11 (;• "L! i# i i ne sman cou l d not hav 

m i s i n t e r p r e t e d Superintendent Murray's i n t e n t i o n s and yet hs simply 

ran away from him keeping up with the play on the p i t c h . 

ynd of the 

•gnmnc and I saw at one point '^^!^^U..,S>4,^ix ̂ Jv(^^jf^k'^\ Gr3erivg4tiLJ^dn^^!:s^lo 

tha playing area^^^and ensured that the matc>KwaS stopped. 



More and more people streamed onto the p l a y i n g area v i a the emerger 

gates at the f r o n t of the enclosures or by climbing over the f e n c i r 

at t h i s p o i n t . The f i r s t i n d i c a t i o n I had of the extent of the 

problem was when two Constables, one was PC Marsh 'F' D i v i s i o n , 

c a r r i e d a young boy from that area to the p i t c h immediately below 

where 1 was s i t t i n g and began to give mouth--to-mouth r e s u s c i t a t i o n 

the boy. They worked with a member of the p u b l i c to r e s u s c i t a t e t h 

bay for some time and appeared to have been s u c c e s s f u l as the crowd 

which had gathered round turned towards the stand and cheered. 

It seemed to be a long time u n t i l the s i n g l e S t . John's Ambulance 

appeared on the p l a y i n g area. The scene was becoming more and more 

chaotic although there were more than enough p o l i c e o f f i c e r s who we, 

doing everything they p o s s i b l y could to deal with the s i t u a t i o n * 

I thought t h a t , as there were so many p o l i c e o f f i c e r s on the p i t c h 

there may be a lack of c o n t r o l around the back of the stand so, at 

about 3.25-3.30 pm <1525-1530) 1 l e f t the stand and went to a point 

at the Soutn West corner, immediately behind the p o l i c e control 

tower. There were other p o l i c e o f f i c e r s there, none of whom had rac 

I imagined that a l l the i n j u r e d would have been brought onto the 

p i t c h and wouid be evacuated at t h i s p o i n t . It being tha nearest 

access point f o r amaalances, I t h e r e f o r e Mooised towards making the 

area a c a s u a l t y s t a t i o n . There was a p o l i c a landrover parked i n 

Just the spot where I considered the ambulances may park and I waste 

an awful l o t of time g e t t i n g ths landrover moved - there were nb key 

i n the v e h i c l e . 

At t h i s time a middle aged man with a stewards tabard r o l l e d up i n 

his jacket pocket walked up to the young steward who was wearing h i s 

tabard and d u t i f u l l y manning the gate a t t h i s point. The older man 

sa i d "Oi, get that j a c k e t o f f , some supporters j u s t beat a couple of 

our lads up when thsy found out they were stewards." 
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When I nej<t looked around there were two c a s u a l t i e s at t h i s p o i n t . 

One male about 6 f e e t t a l l and h e a v i l y b u i l t , 23-30 years, l a y i n g < 

a metal s t r e t c h e r . He was very obviously dead. I helped a 

policewoman and a member of S t . John's Ambulance i n t h e i r attempts 

revive him but was struck a t that time by the f u t i l i t y of the 

ope r a t i o n . The Other c a s u a l t y was very much a l i v e , h o l ding h i s arn 

An ambulance a r r i v e d and a f t e r attempting r e s u s c i t a t i o n f o r a few 

seconds on the deceased man the ambulance crew suggested p u t t i n g hi 

i n the ambulance, I helped them to do that and then t o l d the group 

4-5 PC's at t h i s point that Ilwanted one of them tn accompany the 

faody. A young male constable who spoke with a flerseyside accent, b 

who I'm sure, was wearing the uniform of South Y o r k s h i r e P o l i c e sat 

" I ' l l go, I know h i s f a m i l y , " ' I was amazed at t h i s comment but had 

not time to f o l l o w i t up. 

The other s l i g h t l y i n j u r e d man got in t o the same ambulance and the 

ambulance l e f t . There was nothing to do at t h i s point so I 

i n s t r u c t e d the PC's to keep the area c l e a r f o r ambulances and walke. 

along the s e r v i c e road towards Leppings Lane to ensure u n r e s t r i c t e d 

access f o r the eroargency s e r v i c e s which I expected to a r r i v e . 

As 1 turned a corner of the s e r v i c e road walking towards Lappings 

L-ane I was met by the f u l l tragedy of the s i t u a t i o n . There were a 

row of ae'.iflances at this: point beside the perimeter wall of the 

stadium, numerous peaple were r e c e i v i n g medical a t t e n t i o n . But at 

l e a s t ten male bodies were l a i d out i n attempted recovery p o s i t i o n 

along tha fence beside the r i v e r and no one was paying them any 

a t t e n t i o n whatsoever, they were ob v i o u s l y dsad. T h e i r s k i n had a 

mottled blue p a l l o r and t h e i r limbs were completely limp. 

There were l i t e r a l l y dozens, i f not a hundred or more, p o l i c e 

o f f i c e r s at t h i s point under the c o n t r o l of Chief Inspector Purdy. 

was i n c i v i l i a n c l o t h e s without a radio and f e l t completely h e l p l e s s 
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i n t h i s s i t u a t i o n . I continued to the end of the s e r v i c e road and 

there encouraged s e v e r a l supporters who were t r y i n g to walk down t 

s e r v i c e road that they could not do so u n t i l the emergency s e r v i c e 

had departed. I arranged a group of p o l i c e o f f i c e r s , who were not 

engaged with a n y t h i n g , i n t o a cordon across the mouth of the 

Junction. 

I now found myself o u t s i d e the cordon and had f e l t of l i t t l e use 

i n s i d e , I decided to leave the stadium to telephone my wife to 

reassure her that I was u n i n j u r e d . The telephones i n Leppings Lan( 

were, not unexpectedly, f u l l and had queues of people o u t s i d e . 

As I walked along Leppings Lane there were groups"of L i v e r p o o l 

supporters standing around and they appeared very a g g r e s s i v e . A 

p o i i c e car was d r i v i n g up and, down Leppings Lane, 'asking v i a the P. 

system, f o r fa^ns to c l e a r the way f o r ambulances, I saw more than 

one supporter k i c k out at the slowiy p a t r o l l i n g car. I returned to 

my car parked at the j u n c t i o n of Claywheels Lane with Niagara Road. 

1 decided that I would d r i v e to Hammerton Road, telephone my wife 

from there and a s s i s t i n any way I couid at the p o i i c e s t a t i o n , 

I a r r i v e d at the p o l i c e s t a t i o n to f i n d i t much calmer ana well 

s t a f f e d than i had a n t i c i p a t e d . I telephoned home. A f t e r a short 

time the talK was of r e l a t i v e s and f r i e n d s being r e c e i v e d at 

Hammerto, :-.?oad. 1 decided that t h i s was an area i n which I could 

o f f e r u s e f u l a s s i s t a n c e . 

Together with other o f f i c e r s , notably DC! Agar, I helped to t r a n s f o 

the 'new* CID o f f i c e at Hammerton Road int o a r e l a t i v e r e c e p t i o n art 

In the e a r l y evening f r i e n d s and r e l a t i v e s began a r r i v i n g at 

Hammerton Road, I don't know how they had got there or who had 

decided upon Hammerton Road as the point of r e c e p t i o n . I t q i i i c k l y 

became apparent that we would need a l a r g e r area f o r them l o gather 

and wait. The H i l l s b o r o u g h Soys Club H a l l was suggested, the 
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keyholder was known and so i t was"arranged. A l l the S o c i a l Worker; 

Helpers gathered there and r e c e i v e d the f r i e n d s and r e l a t i v e s of 

supporters when we had obtained a formal report about a missing 

f r i e n d or r e l a t i o n . 

The system worked as f o l l o w s : Somehow (?) people who had l o s t 

contact with f r i e n d s / r e l a t i v e s at.the time of the i n c i d e n t were • 

d i r e c t e d to Hammerton Road P o l i c e S t a t i o n . The team of o f f i c e r s 

working with me would complete a M.F.H. report and we would then pa 

the person making the report over to the S o c i a l Workers at the Boys 

Club. i s -

During the course of the evening/night our growing 1 i Sit of 'missi ng 

persons was checked with l i s t s of c a s u a l t i e s a t h o s p i t a l and with 

l i s t s of ar r e s t e d persons. About 0100 am the stream c f f r i e n d / 

r e l a t i v e s ceased and, a f t e r c o n t a c t i n g C h i e f Superintendent Mole at 

the maiieshift mortuary, I closed our o p e r a t i o n down. 

The f i n a l duty was to dri v e to the mortuary and check the P1.iF.H. 

reports against the l i s t of deceased. I handed a l l doeutftents to 

DI Charles who was working at the mortuary and who s a i d he would be 

wssrking the f o l l o w i n g day, I l e f t duty at 0400 am Sunday, 16 A p r i l 

1989. 

As a p o s t s c r i p t to t h i s report about the i n c i d e n t , ;I arR reminded of 

an ear 1 i c ̂ -̂Sv i s i t to H i l l s b o r o u g h F o o t b a l l Stadium i n my youth when 

there was a very l a r g e crowd. 

The match was a f i r s t d i v i s i o n league game between S h e f f i e l d 

Wednesday and Manchester C i t y . It was the l a s t game of the season 

and S h e f f i e l d Wednesday needed to win the game to remain i n the f i r s 

d i v i s i o n . It would be about 1971. 

It w4s an a l l - t i c k e t evening game and my t i c k e t was f o r UepplngS 

Lane, I a r r i v e d with a f r i e n d i n good time and look up my p o s i t i o n 

on the t e r r a c i n g behind the goal but, before the s t a r t of the gatte, . 



" the t e r r a c e s had he coflTte so f u l l t hat not only was I unable to see 

much of the p i t c h , but i t was a very uncomfortable s i t u a t i o n . The 

was no room to move and I remember, at one time, being squased 

ag a i n s t a b a r r i e r to such an extent t h a t I was e.serting a l l my 

energies to prevent i n j u r y and q u i c k l y became,totally unconcerned 

about the game. I dreaded any goals or near misses as t h i s was 

followed by a surge of people which caused me to ba squashed 

p a i n f u l l y a gainst the bar^ier.^ 

By h a l f time I had seen very l i t t l e f o o t b a l l and Was thoroughly fee 

up with the s i t u a t i o n . Half time was the f i r s t o pportunity I had t 

move my p o s i t i o n and, a f t e r f i g h t i n g my way through the crowd I fou 

a more comfortable p o s i t i o n at the f r o n t of the south west corner o 

the Leppings Lane t e r r a c i n g , -̂ 1 had been i n very l a r g e f o o t b a l l 

grounds oefore and si n c e but had never experienced anything quite 

l i k e the pressure that was created i n t h i s crowd at H i l l s b o r o u g h . 

I wonder, now, whether the t e r r a c i n g at the Leppings Lane end of 

H i l l s b o r o u g h i s somehow s u s c e p t i b l e to r e t a i n i n g the pressure creat 

i n crowd bu i l d — u p . 

END OF REPORT 


