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I am a

ot e St

»uthlzgtgihirﬁ‘ﬁglice‘anq work at
Force Headquérters, SAeffieldé From timé to time I attéﬁém; foolba
maloh as a spectator. I had %ew commilments during the weekend
13-16 April and so oblained a ticketl for the F,.A. Cup semi=finai gan
between Liverpool and follingham Forest.

My liegkel was for seal NN 28 in Fhe South Stand uncovered enclosure.

5
{The seals number 1~230 from W ?t to East, my seal was Ulherefore

reiasvively clogs

Lo theble-«ings

Lane enclosure gn Lhe 13tn row from
s e A

Con

tHe front). ra

iefl the ¢ity cenlre aboul #.20 pm in>

The day was fine and sun
o sy

my car 1o lravel to the ground. I drove from Bridge Streetl outl of
the cily V?g Wesl Bar,; Gibraltar Streel and Langsetl Road. I had
allowed for heavy traffic butl was surprieed that there was very
1ittle problem until the usual oottleneck at Hillsborough corner
traffic lights. 1 travelled through the junctidn towards
Hillebbrough Foothall Stadium, There were no hinderances ae [
travelled down Leppings Lahe onto Penisione Rgad and left into
Claywheels Lane.,

-

I pariked my car in Claywheels Lane and walked tewidrds HMillsborough
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Stadium. The timeswould be aboul 1.43 pm. (1345}
™ R ———
ul there were no laryg

Many people were milling & crowds. as

wade ‘my wady to the Penisltone Road roundaboud yeppings La

Aii the way alon§ my Jjourney I wag continually asked for *spare”
tickets and *swaps® ‘by youny mi;e Livekpool supporters. I politels
answered the first few bﬁt_the‘ﬁumber of enguiries became so
overwhelming that I simply walked ﬁ;st or shook my head.

My ticket was Jreen in colour and showed admission by a Soutlh Stanc

>

gangway closest to the ‘South West corner of the stadium. I consult

the scthemalic map on the rear;énd the natural route appeared to be

via Le iags’ﬁﬁﬁg’zzs/;“:::vice road which leads to The.South Stand

., The ticket bore no mention of colour cgding -~ T agsume

time after the event that ALL:tickets were green.

7

I saw np-xeference 1o colour coded direction boards. Furthermore,

reached the South Stand service roa Ff-aida he way barred b

serial of officers, under the command of Inspector Harvey, ensuring
the proper szgregalion of fans. I was allowed to pass through but :z
awful 1ot of supporters were invited teo walk round the biock and
enter the South Stand from Fenistone Road. The point of relating
tnis 18 10 indicate that the information provided on the ticket
itself could have been much more comprehensive and the direction
boards mo&éjprominently displayed.

I took up my seat and saw from the electrdnic ¢lock behind me that
the time 'was 1.54% pm. (4354) The ground was very sparsely populated.
There was, however, a guite densely packed area in the two centre

enclosures behind the Leppings Lane end goals

I bought and regad a match programme--es~{ WATUed ?u?*%ha‘gépe to
Begin.E-refember -at one stage, looking across t6 the West Stand
3 MM_\ it i

* terraces and seeing the supporters patting Aagmulti=coloured beacﬁgall

\"'-‘.
around The- cenfre #ntlosure. The significance of thi 's*tﬁﬁfﬂzke .
M ’ T —rre *7~—,~~.~......_~.~_~________4_,___.——-—-—"’”}'5’&
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Fowd were not so tightly packed as ‘lhey were able 1o raxse‘thexr a

o it

WS meniiosieg

y

agd, bounce Iha. baldarpeatidy T \

or.a warm~up session. I %32;jj

remember the time precisely but rFemember that it was €arlys perbaps

- The twp Teams came 0

2.30 pm or 2,35 pm. (H430-1435) When the ledms left the pitch I
P . :

PRI
remember the—groundsaemed—more-futis e
- bout 2.45 pm (1445) 1 can't remember precisely, I saw several %
o T S A SO YT SR e N

IRy

from the centre enclosures scaling Lhe wall and clxmbing into the
I-nuangunu-umu--un-n-nuuuunn-—&ﬂﬂp B

b
sealing enclosure. I 1nterpreted this. as m}schxevous rather than
o e . ) Iy "
~“»négifi“9 because of overcrowding. 1 sai*ifgﬂzﬁjgyggar"?fﬁg police
"‘-Mm g

officers, one an Inspeclor standing in lhe aislesg;? the seating
enclousre close by the front of the stand. 1 was-hot suprised 1o s&
the officers move to prevent ihls activity and thought il proper
thal officers should ejectl those who had managed to ¢limb intoe the
stang. He escorted the young man up the aisle .and outl of the stand.
The climbing from the standing lo the sealing area ceased apart fron
a very occasional ferson.

Trere appeared Lo be sufficient officers on the perimeter track
around ihewground.

irs two leams returned Lo tgt/

"hv*ﬁmr
o the prslisinaries were curtailed and the leams were in position

kick off around thatl time or a minute aPterwards. The crowd in the
*\quth Stand were all ‘standing. I. g4t down before many around mejand
—~

thersby i

was ‘a cheer from lThe crowd an

ol see the kick=-off. As people began teo sit do thers

AT O “To. the *player
tunnel®., I guessed that thé MNottingbam Forest manager was taking hi
seal bul could not see the subjec¢l ef this inleregtl. .

I saw very litlle fodlball played because, seconds afterwards, mny

allention was drawn to fans being allowed vut of the Leppings Lane
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transferring fans t I became concerned when
saw that the fans were just sitting on lhe pitcﬁ an& were nol movisi
towards other enclosuyres. Othér fans were scaling lhe perimter
fencing and dropping onto the berimeter track.

Members 6f the public around me who were less than 100 yards from 1

incident dinterpreted this as a pilch invasion and lhere were many

s : ;-
calls for strong police action to get the fans back inte the
A e

enclosures. The man sitting beside me silggestled ﬁptting police dog
into the enclosure. Becauge the police officers were nol justl
allowing bul assisting the fans over the fence and oul of the

emergency gates I realised that this was not a pitch invasicn and w

"

definitely A matter for conce;n.
I recall that the foolball players and officials continued the game
for an inordinate period after I had realised the need for the game
10 bBe haltled. Fans wsre actually silting on the pitch. The foolba
malctt was not helping tne officers altempls to deal with the

situation because there were cheers and surges and the attention wa-

- - e i
drawn away from tne ‘matter at hand. R N

JERNUR R TERRERC TP

* -

. .
1 saw Superintendent Murray come from tThe direction of

‘u-uuunumwmmmgwxf* PP A Sy -y e
control wmaim and go to the per:meter track. He went 10 ‘the™a

behind Leppings Lané goal and then walked&d/ ly, .almos?t

ta the esman in front of ‘the South Stand. e clearly W

Wv,.&»-o‘!’mmx

game 1o bs stopped. I wou inesman could nol hat
misinterpreted Superintendent Murray”s intentions and yet hs simply
#an ‘away from him keeping up with the play on the pitch.

My altention was now grid of the

P
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More and more people streamed onto the playing area via tlhe eﬁerger
Jates at the front of the enclosures or by climbing over Ulhe fencir
at this points The first indication I had of thé extentl of the
problem was when two Constables,; one was PC Marsh *F° D;vision,
carried a ‘young boy from thal area lo the pitch immedialely below
where I was sitting and began lo give mouth—to—mouth resuscitation
the boy. They worked with a member of the public to resuscitate th
bay for some time and appeareq to have'been.succes?ful as the crowd

b S -

which had gathered round turned towards the stand and cheered.

It seemed to be a long lime ugiil the ;ingle St. {;hn's émbulance
appeared on the playing area." The scene was becoﬁ;ng more and more
chaotic although there were mare than enough polic; officers who we
doing everything they possiblé could to deal withvthe situations.

I thought that, :as thevre wereyso many police officers on the pitch
trere may be a lack of controlkaround the back of the stand so, at
about Z.85-3.30 pm {(1525~1530) 1 left the stand and went to a point

at the Souln West corner, immediately behind ihe police gontrol

tower. There were other police officers lhere, none of whom bhad rac

I imagined thatl all the injured would have been brought onto the
piteh and Qould be evacualed a% this point. Il being the nearest

i atcess point for amsulances, 1 therefore looked towards making the
area a c#fﬁilty station. There was a police landrover parked in
Just the spot where I considered theé ambuldnces may park and I wastle
an awful lot of time gettling ths landrover moved — there were nb key
in the vehicle,

Al this lime a4 middle .aged man with a3 &tewards tabard rolled up in
his jacket pockel walked up to the young steward who was wearing his

tabard and dutifully manning the gaté at this point, The older man

i said "0i, getl that jackel off, some supporters Juét beat a couple of

our ‘lads up when thsy fourd oul they were stewards."
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When I next looked around there Q;re two casualties al this point.
One ﬁale(about & feet tall and heavily‘buiit, 28~30 years, laying
a metal stretcher. He was very‘obviouély dead. I helped a
policewoman and 4 member of 8t. John's ‘Ambulance in their attempts
revive him but was struck -at that time by the futility of the
operation. The ©olher casually was very much alive, holding his arn
An ambulance arrived and after atte@pting resuscitation for a few
seconds on the deceased man the ambulance crew suggested putting hi

in the ambulance, I helped them to do that and thef told the group

4=% PC%s at this point that Iywanted one of them to accompany the
body. A young male constable who spoke with a Me(éeyside accentl, b
who I'm sure, was wearing the uniform of South Yorkshire Police sai
*I'11 go, 1 kn&w his family." 1 was amaged at this comment but had
not time to follow il ups«

The other slighily injured man gotl dnto the same -ambulance and the
ambulance left. There was nothing to do at this point so 1
instructed the #C's to geep the area clear for ambulances and walke:
along the service road towards Leppings Lane tlo énsure unrestricted
access for the emergency ‘services which I expected to arrive.

As 1 turned a corner of lhe service road walking towards Leppings
i.ane I was met by the full tragedy of the situation. There were a
row of apiyflances at this point beside the perimeter wall of the
stadidm; numerous peaple wére réceiving medical attention. But at
least ten male bodies weré laid oul in attempted recovery position
along tha fence beside the river and no ane was paying them any
attention whatsoever, they were obviously dgad. Their skin had a
mottled blue pallor and their limbs were c¢ompletely limp.

There were literally dozens, if not a hundred or more, police
officers at this point under the control of Chief Inspector Purdy.

was in civilian clothes without :a radio and feltl completely helpless
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in this situatiog. I continﬁed to the end of the service road and
there encouraged several supporters who were lrying lto walk down t
service road that they cpuld not do so until the emérgency service
had departéd. I arranged a group of police officers, whé were not
engaged wilh anything, into a_;ordon across tﬁe moutlh of tHe
Jjunction.

I now found myself oulside the cardon aﬁd had felt of 1little wuse
inside, I decided to leave thg stadiu@ to telephong my wife tao
reassure her that I was uninjéred. The telephonesvin Leppings Lane
were, notfunexpectedly, fulllgnd h;d queues of pegzle putside.

As I walked along Leppings Lane there were groups;bf Liverpool
supporters standing around and they appeared very aggressive. A
police cAr was driving up and:down Leppings Lane, *asking via the P.
syslem, for fans to clear theiway for ambulances, I saw more than
one supporter kick out at thejslowly patrolling c¢ar. I returned lo
my car parked al Uthe junction of Claywheels Lane wilh Niagara Road.
I decided that I would drive to Hammerlon Road, telephone my wife
from {here and assist in any way I couid at the poiice station.

i arrived at the poiice stalion to find it much caimer and well
staffed Than I had anticipated. I telephoned home. After a short
time the 1alx was of relatives and friends being received at
Hammerto:load. I decided that this was an area in which I cpuld
offer useful assistance.

Togelher wilh other officers, notably DCI Agar, I helped td transfo
the “new” CID office al Hammerton Road into a relaltive reception ar:
In the eafly evening friends and relatives began arriving at
Hammerton Road, I don't know how they had got theve or who had-
decided upon Hammérton Road as the point of reception. It quickly
became apparent thal we would need a larger area for them to gather

and wait. The Hillshborough 8B8oys Club Hall was suggested, the
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keyholder was known and so it wag'érfangéd. All the Social Worker:
Helpers gathered there and received lhe friends and relativesg of

supporters when we had obtained a formal report about a missing

ffiend or relation.

The system worked as follows:nMSohehow {?) people who had lost
contact with friends/relativeswa;.the time of the incident were
directed to Hammerton Road Police Si;tioﬁ. The team of officers

working with me would completeia M«.FysH. report and We would then pa
5 e

(2

the person making the report gver to the Social Ni?kers 4t the Boys
. 2 =
Club. : e e
b EE

During the course of the evehing/night our growing list of “missing
pergons was checked with lisEs of casualties at h;spital and with
lists of arrested persons. 4Apout 0100 am the strgém of friend/
relatives ceased and, after c;ntacting Chief Supe;intendent Mole at
the makeshifl mortuary, I cloﬁed our operation down.

The final duly was to drive to the mortuary and check ‘the M.F.H.
reports against the iist of deceased. I handed all doeuments to

DI Charles who was working at the mortuary and who said he would be
warking the following day. I left dutly at 0400 am Sunday, 146 April
1989 .

As a postscripl to this report aboul the incident, I am reminded of
an earligitévisit to Hillsbhorough Footlball Stadium in Ey youth when
there was a very large crowd. ‘

The matech was a firgt division league game belween Sheffield
Wednesday and Manchester City. It was the last game of the season
and Sheffield Wednesday needed to win the game lo remain in the firs
division. It would be about 49%1.

It WwAs an 4All~ticketl evening game and my tLicketl was f&r téppings

Lane: I arrived with a friend in good time and took up my position

on the terracing behind the goal but, before the start of the gatie, .
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the ter(éces had become so full tHéi not‘dnly was I unable to gee
much of the pitch, but it was a ver& uncomfértable situatién. The
was ho room to move and I remember; at Qng iime. being squased
againstba barrier to §ucﬁ an extent that I was ekertinémall'my
energies 1o prevent inju(x and quickly became totally ungoncerneﬁ
about the game. I dreaded ényvgoals or near misses as this was

followed by a surge of people which caused me to b¥® squashed

painfully against the barrier.

o

Y&,

& S
By half time I had seen very little footlball and &as thoroughly fec

*

¥

N

up with the situation., Half lime was the first qébortunity I had %

move my position and, after fighting my way through the crowd I foi

a more comfortable position al the front of the south west corner o

»

the Leppings Lane terracings 51 had been in very iarge football

grounds oefore and since but ;ad never experience; anything quite
like the pressure thal was crgéted in this crowd at Hillsborough.
I wonder, now, whether the terracing at the Leppings Lane end of

Hillsborough is somehow susceplible to retaining the pressure creatl

in crowd Build—up.

END OF REPORT



