Dear Colleague,

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A 0AA

6 July 2012

We come from all sides of the Conservative Party, and are writing as reformers to express our serious
concern at the current proposals to create an elected House of Lords.

The Lords Bill is a measure of profound constitutional significance. Over time it will fundamentally
change the institutions by which we as a nation are governed. It threatens to pile a constitutional crisis
on top of an economic crisis.

Specifically:

e  Whatis now proposed will undermine the primacy of the Commons, with competing chambers

which will lead to legislative gridlock.

e Itwill create hundreds of unaccountable new elected politicians at a time when we as a party are
committed to reducing the cost of politics; and

e Itwill produce a chamber which is less expert, less diverse and significantly more expensive than

the present one.

The commitments in our 2010 election manifesto and in the Programme for Government—to seek
consensus and to bring forward proposals—have been fulfilled. We hope you will support us in giving
this Bill the full and unrestricted scrutiny it deserves.
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