
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leighow, Sharon W (GOV) <swleighow@soa.com>
Wednesday, December 17, 2008 8:55 PM
Palin, Sarah (GOV sponsored) <govpalin@alaska.gov>
Baby

Governor- this is what Bill sent to the ADN last night.

Sharon Leighow
Deputy Press Secretary
Deputy Communications Director

465-4031 Juneau
269-7450 Anchorage
240-7943 cell

from: McAllister, William D (GOV)
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2008 7:35 PM
To: ’LDemer@adn.com’; Leighow, Sharon W (GOV); ’dhulen@adn.com’; Nizich, Michael A (GOV)
Subject: Re: Governor Palin

Lisa,
Allow me to intervene in a completely off-the-record way: I never anticipated the depths of sleaze that your paper would
come to countenance. That the governor would have to prove maternity to you is perhaps the most despicable idea ever
peddled by an organization that once had Pulitzer Prize status (and that now won’t even staff the legislative session). This
is a disgrace, an outrage and a damnable injustice. Stop forcing us to spend state time to respond to this trash. We will
not participate in your continued self-debasement as a news professional. Your inquiries about this are hereby
permanently rejected, and your arrogance will have us discussing if we want to have anything to do with the ADN at all.
Do not reply, unless it’s to offer a sweeping apology.
Off the record,
Bill

Sent using BlackBerry

From: Demer, Lisa
To: Leighow, Sharon W (GOV)
Cc: McAIlister, William D (GOV)
Sent: Tue Dec 16 19:13:46 2008
Subject: RE: Governor Palin
Hi Sharon,

Thanks for getting back with me so quickly.

Could you ask the governor if the family will send an announcement to the Daily News when Bristol’s baby is born? That
would be helpful. There has been worldwide attention on this pregnancy, which Gov. Palin herself announced. This is the
next chapter in the story. There’s a spot on the governor’s official Web site about Trig. Is this that different?

Regarding the questions about Trig, it is within the governor’s power to put this to rest for most people. Maybe not all but
certainly most reasonable people would accept a definitive statement from her doctor. If Cathy Baldwin-Johnson were
given written consent to talk to me one more time about the birth, the questions that I keep hearing could be answered.
The questions for the doctor: Did you deliver Trig? If not, who did? Who is Trig Palin’s biological mom and how do you
know that?
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Here’s one more request that might help. Would the governor make available a copy of Trig’s birth certificate? We
could mention in our story what the birth certificate says.

We’re also looking for explanation about the earlier medical history statement. That statement wasn’t direct enough for
some people. There also is a side issue related to it. A simple explanation of how it came together, who wrote it, and why
it was released so late on Election Eve would be helpful. Dr. Baldwin-Johnson could help on some of that. But that’s less
important than the issue of Trig.

Thanks for whatever you can do.

Regards,
Lisa

Lisa Demer
Reporter I Anchorage Daily News
Direct: 907-257-4390 I Cell: 907-952-39651 Fax: 907-258-2157
LDemer@adn,com I 1001Northway Drive IAnchorage, AK99508

Anchorage Daily News products reach more than 300,000 Alaskans every week.
Visit us at adn,com and ~,laska.com

..... Original Message .....
From: Leighow, Sharon W (GOV) [mailto:sharon.leighow@alaska.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2008 4:40 PM
To: Demer, Lisa
Cc: McAllister, William D (GOV)
Subject: Governor Palin

Lisa-

I spoke to the Governor about your request to speak with her about Trig. We both agree that if we
continue to address these ridiculous accusations, the rumors will never go away.

Sharon Leighow
Deputy Press Secretary
Deputy Communications Director

(907) 269-7450 Anchorage
(907) 465-4031 Juneau
(907) 240-7943 cell
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