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Office of Religious Freedom — Stakeholders Conference

Panelists Biographies

Minister of Foreign Affalts, the Honourable Johi Baird
Ottawa West-Nepean (Ontario)

Minister Baird was first elected to the House of Commons in 2005 and re-glected in 2008 and 2011. In
February 2006, Mr. Baird was sworn in as President of the Treasury Board. In this role, he introduced
and successfully steered the new Federal Accountabifity Act through both Houses of Parliament. In
January 2007, he was narmed Minister of the Environment and, in October 2008, he became Minister of
Transport, infrastructure and Communities, where he spearheaded the design, negotiation and delivery
of some 12,000 infrastructure stimulus projects across the country. in August 2010, he was named
Leader of the Gavertiment in the House of Cornrnons. From Movember 2010 to fanuary 2011, he
undertook additional responsibilities as Minister of the Environment. ‘

Prior to entering federal politics, Mr. Baird was a member of Ontario’s provincial legislature, where he
represented the constituency of Nepean-Carleton from 1995 to 2005. During that time, he served as
Minister of Community and Social Services, Enargy, Francophane Affairs, Children and Youth Services,
ang as Government House Leader,

Mr. Baird is a long-time member of the Raval Canadian Legion, an honorary member of the Kiwanis Club
of Nepean, and a lifetima member of Canada’s largest Association for Community Living, In 2008, he was
named a Young Glokal Leader by the World Econamic Forum, Maclean’s Magazine and the Historica-
Dominion Institute named him 2010 Parfiamentarian of the Year, after a vote by his colleagues inall
parties in the House of Commons. Mr. Baird holds 2 Bachelor of Arts in politicat studies from Queen’s
University. :

Parliamentary Secretary Robert {8ob) Dechert
Mississauga-Erindale (Cntario)

Bob Decheri was elected 1o the House of Commons in 2008 and re-glecied in 2011, Previously, he was
Partiamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada. Mr. Dechert has
served as a member of the Standing Comraitiee or Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics and the
Standing Committee on Finance. ;
Mr. Dechert is a former senior partner with the law Virm Gowiling Lafieur Henderson LLP, %r)d a former
president of the Erpire Club of Canada. Mr, Dechert has lived in Mississauga for many yaars with his

wife Ruth Clark. i
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[in order of appearance]
Dr, Tharas Fair

Thomas F. Farr is Visiting Associate Professor at Georgelown University's School of Foreign Service. He is
a senior fellow at Georgetown’s Berkiey Center for Reiigion, Peace, and World Affalrs, whete he directs
the Religious Freedom Project, and the Program on Religion and U.S. Foreign Policy. Farr is also a senior
fellow of the Witherspoon Institute in Princeton, N.J. where he directs the Institute's task force on
international religious freedom.

A former U.S. diplomat, Dr. Farr was the State Department's firsg Director of the Office of International
Religious Freedom. After a career of 21 years ha left the Foreign Service to write on religion and U.S.
national interests, He has published articles in Foreign Affairs, Forelyn Policy, First Things, The
Washington Post, The Rleview of Fuith and International Affairs, Americu Magazine, The Drake Law
Review, and The Harvard Journal of Law and Pubfic Policy, and has contributed essays to several edited
volumes, He has appeared on many media outlets and blogs for the Washington Post’s “On Faith” and
the American Principles Project. His book, VWorld of Faith and Freedom: Why International Religious
Liberty Is Vital to American Nationol Security, was published by Oxford University Press.

A Ph.G. in history from the University of North Carolina, Dr. Earr served in the U.S, Army and has taught
at both the U.S. Military.Academy and the U.S. Air Force Academy. He was a member of the Chicage
World Affairs Council’s Task Force on Religien and U.S. Foreign Policy. Currently he is a mersber of the
Board of Advisors of the John Templeton Foundation and the Alexander Hamitton Society, a contributing
editor for the Review of Faith and international Affairs, and vic chair of Christizn Solidarity Woddwuﬂe-

USA, which defends refigious freedom for all peopt
igrsyis k‘mww s@m i

Father Raymond L. De Souza

Fr. Raymond de Souza is a Queen’s Alumnus {B.A. Honours in Economics and Masters in Public
Administration). He also holds a Master’s degree in Economics and Politics from the University of
Cambridge, England. Subsequently, he began studies for priesthood, earning-a License in Sacred
Theology from the Santa Croce University in Rome. He was ordained to the priesthood for the
Archdiocese of Kingston in July, 2002, Fr. Raymond is a frequent contributor to various publications,
including the National Post, The National Catholic Register, and First Things.
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Ms. Anne Brandner

Anne Brandner is Director of Policy and International Relations for Toronio-based Global Peace
Initiative. By cultivating relationships with leaders in government, business and royalty, GPl encourages
high level action In response to religious freedom violations and human rights abuses. Through its
philanthropic arm, GP1 supportts a range of agencies working on these issues internationally, and helps
to develop effective collaborative strategies for responding to religious persecution. Together with iocal
partners, GPI has led initiatives on behalf of marginalized or persecuted peoples around the world .

R e

In her rola, Anne helps develop the overal divection for GPI's activities, leads on government relations in
Canada and the United States, and malntains close working refationships with GPI's partners around the
globe. Previously, Anne worked as international pelicy analyst for the Evangefical Fellowship of Canada,
and acted as staff for the EFC's Religious Liberty Coemmission. Anne has now been a member of the
Cammission since 2006. Additionally, Anne serves on the Leadership Team of the Religious Liberty
Partrership {RLP). With members in 18 countries, the RLP exists to nurture partnership and
collaboration among Christian organizations worldwide that are focused on refigious freedom.
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Anne holds a Master's degree in Political Science. Her graduate research examined the pursuit of justice
and reconciliation after genocide. .

*

# Ms. Susanne Tamas

4

. Susanne Tamas i5 currantly Director of Governmert Refations for the Rah&'f Commurity of Canada, a

s

position she has held since the establishment of the Bahd't Office of Government Relations in 1997. She
has also served 2s an elected member of the naticnal govarning body of the Bah4'ts of Canada for the
past twelve years. Susanne has been a member of the Bah#'i International Community's delegation to
sessions of the UMGA Third Committee and Human Rights Council and has facifitated diplornatic training
seminars with national Baha'i representatives around the world. Formerly a teacher, social worker,
Registrar and Manager of Student Services at comunity colleges, Susanne has lived in Yukon and the
Northwest Territories, 6 Canadian provinces and in Ghana
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Mr. Don Hutchinson

Don Hutchinson is Vice-President, General Legal Counsel for The fvangetical Feflorwship of Canada (EFC)
and Director of the EFC’'s Centre for Faith angd Public Life, focated in Ottawa. The EFC s the national
association of evangalical Christians in Canada. In his gosition, Den is part of the EFC’s senior leadership
team with responsibility “or manitoring, researching and responding to patterns and developments in
the law (both gavernment and the caurts) on issues of freedom of religion and promaoting
cemmunicating Biblical principles on matzers of public policy. Don has served as Chair of the Religious
Liberty Commission since 2008, is & merber of the Advocates International Task Force an Religious
Freedom and a board member with Voice of the Martyrs Canada, Previously, Don rea'\.red with The
Salvation Army for 15 years and worked with World Vision Canada for 3 years.
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Dr, Frank Dimant

Dr. Frank Dimant, Doyen of the Jewish professionals in Canada, is CEQ of 8nai Brith Canada as well as

. CEO of the organization's Institute for International AfTalrs and the League for Human Rights for 33

years. He also serves as the publisher of The Jewish Tribune, which has the highest audited circulation of
alt Canada's Anglo-Jewish publications. In May 2008, Dr. Dimant was appointed the Chair of the newly
naugurated Department of Modern Isracl Studies at Canada Christian Coliege and the Schoos of
Graduate Theological Studies. This appointment was in recognition of his vast knowiedge and expertise
of Israel and the wider Middle East regidn. Dr. Dimant has led B'nai Brith Canada Human Rights missions
to destinations throughout the world.

Dr. Dimant serves on several advisory boards in Canada and Israel. He Is a mermnber of the Government

" of Canada’s Cross-Cultural Roundtable on Security, where he represents Canadian Jewry on safety and

security issuas. . He is a-long-standing member of the Israeli Government’s Global Forum on
Antisemitism. in January 2003, he became a member of the Canadian Museum for Humar Rights
Advisary Council. He served on the Vaughan Mayor’s Cornmunity Task Force on Safety and Security, as
weli as serving on the Toronte Police Chief's Advisory Board. In recognition of his commitiment o human
rights in this country, Dr. Dimant was Inducted as Honorary Chief of First Nations Keewatin Tribal
Council. He was presented with a family Coat of Arms by the Government of Canada in recognition of his
leadership in the Canadian community. A frequent fecturer, writer and media commentator, Dr. Dimant
is a recognized authority on both tsraeli and Middle Eastern affairs and world Jewish issues. He is the co-
editor of “From Immigration to Integration”, published in 2001, which details the history of Canadian
Jews.
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