














Morgan: OK.

Hough: Yeah.

Morgan: Now, I don’t know how, how it works, um, (inaudible} when you graduate or; or
Hough: Yeah, the start-date is 3/9/98

Morgan: The start date'is 3/9/98? OK; OK, and um, what is your current assignment?
Hough: My current assignment is Engine 23,

Morgan: Which is located. ..

Hough: 9826 Madison.

Morgan: Now, explain to usabout what a First Grade Fire Fighter is for all those of us who
don’t have that knowledge.

Hough: Your start date — my start date, 3/9/98

Morgan: Uh-huh:

Hough: ...as of then, I"m considered a Fourth Grade Fire Fighter.
Morgan: OK.

Hough: And then each year, youmove up.to Third Grade, Second Grade; it’s part of your
apprenticeship.

Morgan: OK.

Hough: 1 guess; does that sound right?

Morgan: Outstanding [ mean, we’re-learnin_g as we go.

Hough: Tunderstand.

Morgan: And um, again, just l¢t me say, if; if I-ask you a questioir— I-want you to feel
comfortable. If [ ask you a question, atid you.don’t feel like answering; you can, you know, turn
to your Union Rep. You can turn to your Chief, or you can-say, “I just don’t feel like
answering,” and I'll say, “OK,..

Hough: Alright.

Morgan: ...] understand;” OK?
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Hough: Yep.

Morgan: ‘So, can you also explain to us um, how is it that you work? What's your shift? Um,
some of us know it's like, somé thirik it’s 24 hours on; 24 hours... I don’t undérstand.

Hough: Yeah, 24 on; 48 off.
Morgan: OK.

Hough: And actually this day, lucky me I was working on a trade; that wasn’t my shift. I was
working for uh, Rich Shefi.

Morgan: OK.

Hough: So, that was a B shift; not:my normal shift, but obviously guys I'm quite familiar with.
Morgan: OK; and um, so, during that 24 hours on, you puys are; you know, you're doing your
duties at the Fire House. Um, uh, and obviously, you respond to — and what kind of calls to you,
all réspond to? Is it just fire?

Hough: Medical emérgencies; fires...

Morgan: OK.

Hough: ...um car accidents; a long list.
‘Morgan: A long list of things?

Hough: Yeah,

Morgan: OK; um, had you been called.out that day prior to this?

Hough: Yes, actually, we were on a run when we — we had just cleared a run-on uh, 41% and 90,
a car accident on the highway, and just called in service and were heading back to 90 West to
head back to the station, and we received this call; so, what normally would have been a 45
second response time, because it’s literally right behind our firéhouse — Cudell. You know, it’s

probably 4 minutes.

Morgan: OK; OK;'so, on this date, November 20m 2014, when doés your shift start; that 24
hour period begin?

Hough: 8:30 in the morning.
Morgan: 8:30 in the morning.

Hough: Uh-huh.



Morgan: Um, and this is a Saturday?.
Hough: Correct.

Morgan: Um, you had a previous.call. You’re on your way back to the fire house on this same
ladder Engine 237

Hough: Correct.

Morgan: Um, and how does the call come through?

Hough: We received it as - 1, 1, can’t remember the age. I know it wasn't 12 yearold...
Morgan: If you can’t remember; you can’t rerfiember.

‘Hough: Yeah, [ can’t remember — we received it as a GSW; gun shot wound. Male with a
gunshot wound.

Morgan: Well, when [ say, how’s it come in, does it come-in like... i
Hough:. There’s a computer-on our apparatus.

Morgan: OK.

Hough: And uh, the Lieutenart was irt the front seat, and he’s the onethat gets it.

Morgan: OK.

Hough: Anduh...

Morgan: So, it's not like how we would normally get.it-or:you know —.it comes over the.radio,
“Hey, car-such and such, you available?” or “Hey, we need you to respond to this.” It comes.
‘over...

Hough: Well, it will come across the computer first, and then our dispatch will.contact us over
the radio.

Morgaii: OK; OK.
Hough: Yeah.
Morgan: OK; so, you arrived on scene; um, how many fire fighters are on Engine 23?

Hough: There’s 4..



Morgan: There’s 47

Hough: Yeah.

Morgan: Um, obviously, you have a driver, you have a lieutenant. .

Hough: Driver, licutenant, and two, two on the back step.

Morgan: OK; so, if you canrecall, how do you enter Cudell?

Hough: We came ~ there’s uh, you know, two, two entrances off of uh, West Boulevard?
Morgan: Uh-huh,

Hough: We came the south one, because we were coming‘from‘%‘h.

Morgan: OK.

Hough: Uh, so we entered the first one; came alf the way straight back, and then, we parked
right on the — before ya’; you know, swinging around to go out. We were on that little straight

away right; right in front of the — the police car was right in front of me when we got out.

Morgan: Do you recall, if you can, ¢an you remember any details about when you dismounted
from the unit, and were going over toward where the police car was at the gazebo?

Hough: T remember seein’ the police car where it was, Which kind of threw me for a loop. Why
was it on the grass? '

Morgan: Uh-huh.

Hough: And then, there was — when we got to the body, there was a gentleman who we later
found out was FBI — I think, that was administering first aid.

Morgan: OK.

Hough: Um, he was - he said he was a paramedic; so, my boss was a paramedic also; so, they
were kind of runnin’ the show. I had to run back to the engine for suction. And I remember
running back, and I didn’t notice when I first got off the enginc, but when 1 was running back, 1
know it seemed like a hundred people standing there with phones.

Morgan: Yeah.

Hough: Which 1 was — I was just, “Where’s they come from?” So, that kind of took mé by
surprise.

Morgan: They were filming with their video...



Hough: Right.

Morgan: ...portion of their cellular...

Hough: Right.

Morgan: ...telephones? OK.

Hough: Right; I don’t know if it was a hundred people, but it seemed like a lot.

Morgan: I’'m sure it was probably close; um,...

Hough: So, I got back with the suction, and probably at this point, EMS had pulled up.
Morgan: OK; it’s hard to gauge timie. in those circumstances; I understand. Um, and you were:
coming from the highway; so, based on the time that you were dispaiched, what would you say
approximately the response time was about 2 minutes, 3 minites? I don’t know

Hough: 3, 3 to 4 minutes.

Morgan: Do you recall how long after you.were on scene did EMS arrive?

Hough: 1'd say probably about the same, 3. minutes.

Morgan: OK; now...

Hough: 1.can’t be sure about that either.

Morgan: While you’re goin’ back and forth, when youuc'an-’le' — when' you got off the-engine, did
anybody say anythirig to you other than the-agent? Did you hear anything?

Hough: Nuh-huh;no.

Morgan: Did any officer speak to you at all?

Hough: I never spoke to an officer at all.

Morgan: Um, at.some point...

Hough: Well...

Morgan: Go ahead; go ahéad.

Hough: It’s a little further down; so, I don’t know-if I should. It was after when 1 was in the

ambulance; and the mother was, was getting in, and she was having a confrontation with a
woman police officer, and 1 think it was about the daughter in the back of the, of the squad car.

e o



Morgan: OK.

Hough: And, I had to wait for Engine 23 to move; $0, I could get by once we got Tamir loaded
up. So, I was waiting on the engine to move, and it moved, so, now, I’m trying to go, and she’s
still hanging out the door screaming at the officer, and I’m just like we have to - could you
please shut that door, we gotta go. And then the officer said something to the effect, “Get her out
of here now, or she’s goin’ to jail.” So, something along those lines.

Morgan: OK; um; so, leading up to putting Tamir in the ambulance, um, about how long after
that was between when you went to get suction, until you guys loaded him up?

Hough: Uh, it was ~ EMS wasn’t on-scene at all. It was.a load and go. We got him loaded up
pretty quick.

Morgan: So, at what point — because I don’t know how it works between EMS and fire. Umn,
you were the driver of EMS?

Hough: Yes,; when those situation with life threaténing, they’ll have Fire drive so'they’ll have
their 2 medics in. the back.

Morgan: OK.

Hough: And then, our medic was in the back also; so, they had 3'medics in the back, and then
somebody from Fire-will drive.

Morgan: So, you got the um, you got the um, assignment of driving?

Hough: Correct

Morgan: The, the, unit, the bus, the unit, the EMS truck,

Hough: Yes; uh-huh.

Morgan: So, when you all load Tamir in the back,-um, did — where was mom? How does mom
come into this — Mrs. Rice or Miss Rice? How does she get — Luriderstand she was in the front
seat?

Hough: Yes; they normatly don*t want them riding in the, in the back.

Morgan: Sure.

Hough: Um, 1, I never saw her — 1 heard she came down 99, but I don’t remember sceing her
until she was getting in the, in the rig.



Morgan: OK; s0, as you previously stated, that she.was in the front seat, and she was just kind of
leaning out the window or...

Hough: She had just never shut the door. She'was just yelling out at the, at the woman.
Morgan: What was she yelling?

Hough: It was somethirig about the daughter. She — that, that, “Get her ont of there or I'll have
your job;” or she said that a few times to me on the way there. (inaudible}, but she wanted,
wanted her job for-detdaining the daughter. '
Morgan: OK; well, after she closed the door, and she’s seated, and you — I'm sure you told her
to put her séat belt on. What did.she say to you? What was her demeanor? Can you just

(inaudible) how that whole thing transpired?

Hough: She screamed at least 10 times. “I know the fuck they didn’t shoot:my mother fuckin’
son.” Just kept like rockin® back and fonh;'-just‘scrcaming_it.

Morgan: OK.

Hough: And now we’re movin’; so, I'm just— I was tryin® just to keep my eyes on the road and
ot engage.

9:22

Morgan; Sure.

Hough: And she never; she never really addressed me “til later. After shie took a phone call she
addressed me, but she kept-sayin’ that, and then.she said, um, “I'll have all your jobs. I'll see all
you mother fuckers at Pelican Bay.”

Morgan: OK.

Hough: And then, this is while we’re on 90; we’re probably approaching like 41% - 44™.
Morgan: Pelican Bay?

Hough: Yeah.

Morgan:: Where'd that come from? I’m irying to figure out why she...

Hough: Uh, Denze! Washington. It’s a line from Training Day.

Morgan: OK.

Hough: That’s what I was told. didn’t know what it was either,



Morgan: Alright.

Hough: So, uh, then right afier; afler that, you know, still rockin’ back and forth screamin’ about
her son being shot. Then her phone rang.

Morgan: OK.

Hough: So, she was on the phone and screaming at — I have no idea who it was that called her,

but she was screaming that her son got shot, and we were on the way to metro, and “get your ass

up to Metronow.” And then she — this is the only time she addressed me. She put her hand over
- the, uh, uh, phone, and turned to me and said, “He dead.”™

Morgéan: He did?

Hough: He dead. 1 said, “No, he’s not dead.”

Morgan: Oh, like: he dead?

Hough: Yes.

Morgan: OK.

Hough: And then she got back onto the — back to her conversation.

Morgan: Just for my education on this, aré the sirens-goin’? Are the lights goin’?

Hough: Oh, yeah; uh-huh. | .

Morgan: And she can still talk on the phone? Those things are loud.

Hough: It’s loud; yeah. She was, she was yellin’.

Morgan: Um, do you recall anything else about that telephorie conversation?

Hough: Just, no; just-whoever she was talkin’ to, she wanted them at Metro, ASAP.,

Morgan: OK; and later she said somethin? to you; you said, this is the Pelican Bay line?

Hough: Yeah,.w.ell, that was before her conVersation; that she was gonna have all of our jobs.

And at this point, I didn’t, T didn’t know it was a police shooting. 1 didn’t know that until I

walked out of Metro and an EMS supervisor said somethin’ to me.

Morgan: OK.

Hough: So, the whole time...
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Morgan: You didn’t know? You just...

Hough: No, I had no idea. None of us did, because we were talkin’ about it on the way back.
I'm like, “Did anyone know this was a cop (inaudible)?” We had no idea. It never came across
our computer; I — not necessarily would. I mean it wouldn’t — It wouldn’t make a difference, 1
guess.

Morgan: Did anybody happen to — eithet when you were on-scene, or'in the — on the ride to
Metro; did anybody happen to mention his-age?

Hough: Neo, 1 didn’t know that ‘til the riext day.
Morgan: OK.

Hough: Orthe next morning when — ‘cause he was a pretty big kid. I was — I remember being
shocked wheén I heard he was. 12,

Morgan: Uh-huh. \
Hough: I would have thought like 16; maybe — someWhera in there, but I was like 12; wow. "
Morgan: Was therc any-threats to you from anybody? Aﬁybody; family members; I don’t know

what happened — once you get, once you get to thie hospital; once you get to Metro ER, what’s

your role when you get there? '

Hough: We get the patient into the operating room; inte the —to the doctors.

Morgan: OK.

Hough: Get the (inaudible) off the cot, and then, then we'te dpnp._

Morgan: Now, when youpull up:and they’re-taking him out.. ..

Hough: We took — I took him out. |

Morgan: Did you help take him out?

Hough:. Yes.

Morgan: ‘Whete was mom? Was mom still,..

Hough: She was getting out of the rig.

Morgan: OK:
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Hough: And she was still on the phone w-ith —I'don’t know if it was the same conversation of
not, but...
Morgan: No other family members were thete; just...
Hough: Not that I recall.
Morgan: OK.

Hough: I’'m sure they were filtering in by the time we left there, “cause the people were starting
to show up as, as we were getting back on to Engine 23.

Morgan: OK; um; so, when you, ag@in, wheti youarrived, um, everybody — where was he,
Tamir, located when you, when-you arrived on scene? I’'m just fryin’ to go back now. =

Hough: Right under the gazebo there of at.the gazebo.
Morgan: OK; which way was he...
Hough: I want to say,...

Morgan: ...facing? Was his legs facing...

Hough: ...I want to say his head was facing south.
Morgan: O-I.(‘; OK. ' ' . ' !
Hough: Yeah.
Morgan: Um...

Hough: And there was — 1 was like very surprised that there was, there was, no uh, there wasm’'t .
much blood. There was no exit wound.

Morgan: OK; did you see the fire.arm at all?
Hough: Yes.

Unidentified Person: Hold on, hold on;.can we clarify that? Can you amplify your question so
that he...? :

Morgan: Absolutely; did you, did you see the, um — at the scere, um, was there something that
resembled a firc arm.

Hough: What I thought was a gun; yes; neat, near him; close probably.
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Morgan: Was it near — how close to him was it?
Hough: It was within a couple feet.
Morgan: OK.

Hough: 1 remember loading himup, and that’s, that’s when I saw it, as we were lifting stretcher
onto — or lifting the back board onto the cot.

Morgan: Did you see anything else around - ‘cause I know ~ listen, T understand it. [ mean, you
get there; you’re focused on, on, you know, what your job is. And that's to save lives. Um, but I
just don’t know if you happened to catch a glimpse. You saw the, the, what appeared to be a fire
arm. | don’t know if there was anything else. Was there anything else associated with that?
Hough: No, that’s, that’s, that's all I recall. It was kind of like real quick.

Morgan: Iunderstand; OK. Um, you have anything?

3:20

Allen: Um, how many shooting calls have you; think you've responded to?

Hough: A lot.

Allen: Quite a few? Have the scene basically been, generally about the same, or did this one
stand out more than the other ones?

Hough: Well, I remember uh, obviously before 1 found out it was uh, uh police shooting, I was
in a situation almost identical, where the mother rode in the front seat with me. -

Allen: OK,

Hough: Her son was shot, but it wasn’t, it wasn’t a police shooting, and it came back to me as |
was getting on 90, 1 was thinking, “Wow, is this different.” Because that woman wanted to hold
my hand, and she wanted me to pray with her, and that thought went through my head, “Oh, this
is, this is a little different.” And it makes sense now if'the police (indudible), and péople are
gonna react differently.

Morgan: 1t was the opposite.

Hough: It was the exact opposite.

Unidentified Person: Right, right, right; um, what is an ALS truck?

Hough: An ALS truck?
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Unidentified Person: Correct.

Hough: Advanced Life Support,

Unidentified Person: Alright; is your squad considered a ALS truck as well?
Hough: Yes.

Unidentified Person: OK.

Morgan: Well, goin’ back to-ihat last question; you answer. What was different in, in, the way
that the other person wanted to hold your hand versus how she wis?

Hough: Well, shie’s screaming at me that.she warnted my job, and - I was; I was just not takin® it
back, but I was just shocked that we're tryin’ to help, and she’s just screaming-at me like I did
somethin’ wrong, but 1 didn’t know. I didn’t know at the time that it was a police shooting.
Morgan: What was she sayin® to you? ‘Did she say she’s gonna take your job, too?

Hough: She said, she — yeah, she was.gonna have all our jobs.

Morgan: Really?

Hough: “I'll have all your jobs,” is whal she said. “I'll see all you thother fuckers at Pelican
Bay.” :

Morgan: And how did you respond to hei?

Hough: Ididn’t, I didn’t-answer. 1just...

Morgan: Good.

Hough: ...tended to - get me to Metro, please.

Morgan: Justget there; Oh, yeah.

Allen: Now, the scene was pretty hectic. At any point did you kind of fee! for your safety?
Hough: No.

Allen: OK.

Morgan: I.mean, was the crowd getiin’ ~ were they screamin’ at you know...

Hough: Like I'said, I didn’t riotice them; just out of the cornerof my eye...
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Meorgan: Uh-huh.

Hough: ...when [ ran back to get suction, and. ..
Morgan: You're kind of like tunnel vision ...
Hough: Yeah, I, I didn’t...

Morgan: (inaudible)

Hough: 1.don’t recall them screaming at-us or — just um; yeah, the mother was the big screamer.
And you know, I don’t want to be in that situation; so.

Morgan: Do you-have any-questions for us?

Hough: No, I don’t think so.

Morgan: I'm sorry'it’s taken a while to get to you; but, um, you know, we're just conducting-an
investigation. We’re justtrying to be as thorough-as we.possibly-can, Um, does-anybody-else

have any questions in the room?

Unidentified Person: No, we, we understand. We’re glad that Firefighter Hough could assist
you,

Morgan: Yeah, and uh, we’d like to thank you for this and for responding-as quickly as possible
on that particular day, and um, and just doing your job. Um, if theré’s nothing else; thank you,
gentleman; appreciate it.
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HOUGH stated that normally paramedics do not want family members riding in the back of the unit while
the patient is being attended too so Ms. RICE rode in the front of the EMS unit with HOUGH. He stated that
he didn't remember seeing her until she climbed into the front of the unit.

HOUGH stated that Ms. RICE never actually shut the door after she entered the EMS unit. He stated
that she had her head out of the door and she was yelling at a police officer about her daughter. HOUGH
recalled that Ms. RICE was telling the police officer that if she didn't release her daughter from the police car
that she would have her job!

After closing the door HOUGH stated that Ms. RICE screamed several times, “| know the fuck that they
didn’t shoot my mutherfuckin’ son!I” HOUGH stated that she was rocking back and forth screaming this same
phrase until she took a telephone call. After the call she said to HOUGH, “I'll have all of your jobs...I'll see all
you motherfuckers at Pelican Bay.” (HOUGH stated this was a reference to a line from Denzel Washington'’s
character in the movie Training Day.)

After this statement her telephone rang and she was screaming to the person on the telephone that her
son had just been shot and to get to Metro as soon as possible. He stated that Ms. RICE then placed her
other hand over the telephone and turned to HOUGH and asked, “He dead?” Which HOUGH replied, “No
he’s not dead?" Mr. RICE then continued with her telephone conversation.

HOUGH stated that he was completely unaware that this entire incident was a police involved shoaoting.
He continued, stating that he only found out that it was in officer involved shooting after he had left Metro
Hospital when an EMS supervisor had mentioned it to him. HOUGH explained that everyone on that EMS
unit who was working on RICE had no idea that this was an officer involved shooting until after the run had
been completed.

When asked if anyone on the EMS unit had been advised of the age of the patient being transported to
Metro Health Hospital, HOUGH replied that he did not find out his age until the very next morning. HOUGH
stated that when he found out that he was 12 years of age he was “Shocked!” HOUGH stated that he would
have guessed that he was between 16 and 17 years of age.

At this time HOUGH'S attention was then brought back to his arrival at the scene. HOUGH was asked if
he could explain how the patient was lying upon his arrival at the scene; HOUGH stated that the patient was
Lying under the gazebo, his head was facing south and there was very little blood because there was no exit
wound. HOUGH stated that he did see a firearm or what appeared to be a firearm located a few feet from
the patient when they went to place him on a stretcher.

HOUGH stated that he has responded to a lot of shootings but recalled a similar situation where a parent
of a patient that he was driving to the hospital that had aiso rode in the front seat with him. HOUGH
continued, stating that in that situation the mother acted completely different. He stated that the mother, in
that instance the mother want to hold my hand and pray with her. This time Ms. RICE acted in an completely
opposite manor.

For more information refer to the audio recorded interview contained within the file.

This matter to be further investigated.

Detective John Morgan #241

Patrick Hough Synopsis






























































