
ANNEX 3: FOI Request FOI2015/06729 Greg Barker Meeting with Erik Bonino 12 June 

2014 
 

From: PS Gregory Barker (DECC)  
Sent: 12 June 2014 17:50 

To: Thompson Jo (UKTI SRM); Murray Georgina (International Climate Change) 

Cc: Holyoak Jonathan (International Energy EU & Resilience); Read-Leah Ro (Energy Strategy 
Networks and Markets); Gleeson Cashel (UKTI); Ackroyd Amy (UKTI Strat Trade); Lyon Ben 

(International Climate Change); Campbell Alison (International Climate Change); Betts Peter (DECC); 
Clements Nick (International Energy EU & Resilience); Ripley Tony (Office of Carbon Capture and 

Storage); Fielder David (Office of Carbon Capture and Storage); Mackenzie Niall (Heat & Industry); 
Allen Maria (DECC Private Office Group); King Ian (Strategy) 

Subject: RE: Greg Barker Meeting with Erik Bonino Shells newly appointed UK Country Chair 

 

Jo – 
 
Many thanks for the brief. Greg Barker met Erik Bonino and Claire Swadkin from 
Shell today. Readout of the discussion: 
 
India 
 
Bonino thanked the Minister for his lobbying on [Redacted under EIRs 12(5)(f). He 
also described Shell’s technology hub in Bangalore (based on his previous post as 
India country director). 
 
Greg Barker relayed his high hopes for the new Modi Government, [Redacted under 
EIR 12(5)(a)] 
 
Climate 
 
Greg Barker outlined his reasons for optimism in climate negotiations: 
 

- US and Chinese leaders have accepted Ban Ki Moon’s invitation to the 
climate meeting on 23 September 

- The cost of renewables is falling, changing the economic equation 
- Gas is our ally as a transition fuel (on which he’s giving a speech at the end of 

the month) 
 
When probed by Bonino, the Minister clarified his position on a number of issues: 
 

- CCS: [Redacted under EIR 12(4)(e)] 
- ETS: we support it and want reform 
- Carbon Price: in the long term this is indispensable. But in the short term it’s 

unlikely; hence the need for industrial policy and emissions targets (not 
renewables targets) to keep to a low-carbon trajectory  

 
Methane 
 
Greg Barker explained the importance of a visible private sector commitment for 
September’s Summit.  CCAC was the main vehicle we and the UN were pursuing, 
but we were open to suggestions.  What was key is that whatever was agreed did 
three things: (a) build confidence; (b) create momentum; and (c) demonstrate that 



the oil/gas industry was tackling the perception problem around methane.  This could 
be a ‘commitment to commit’, or a coalition of the willing.  And it could be agreement 
to move to a uniform best-practice, or a 1% target. 
 
Bonino was heartened by this.   He hadn’t yet seen the CCAC one-pager, but had a 
number of concerns about that particular initiative: 
 

 [Redacted under EIRs (12)(5)(f)] 
 
He was however open to persuasion, and liked the Minister’s suggestion that we 
could instead agree something different which got around those concerns. 
 
Comment 
 
After the meeting, Greg Barker said he wondered whether the UN should repackage 
and simplify CCAC – in conjunction with companies like Shell, starting from a blank 
sheet – to reach something which could be agreed by September.  Georgina – can 
you consider and advise?  Could you please also send over the CCAC one-pager to 
Bonino (via @shell.com); check that it’s issued to all roundtable participants; and let 
us have a copy for the Minister? 
 
 
Anjoum 
 
--- 
 
Anjoum Noorani | Senior Private Secretary to Rt. Hon Gregory Barker MP, Minister of State for 
Energy & Climate Change | 3 Whitehall Place, London SW1A 2AW | Tel: +44 300 068 5981 | Mob: 
+44 7810 852 462 

 
From: Thompson Jo (UKTI SRM) [mailto:joanna.thompson@ukti.gsi.gov.uk]  
Sent: 11 June 2014 16:42 

To: PS Gregory Barker (DECC) 

Cc: Holyoak Jonathan (International Energy EU & Resilience); Read-Leah Ro (Energy Strategy 
Networks and Markets) 

Subject: Greg Barker Meeting with Erik Bonino Shells newly appointed UK Country Chair 

 
Hi Anjoum 
 
Please see attached a briefing for the Minister’s meeting with Shell’s UK Country Chair tomorrow 
morning. 
 
Thanks 
Jo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:claire.swadkin@shell.com
mailto:joanna.thompson@ukti.gsi.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

 
 
Attendees 

 Erik Bonino, Executive Vice President of Global Solutions Downstream within 
Shell’s Projects & Technology (P&T) organisation and Country Chair of Shell UK 

 Claire Swadkin, Policy Advisor for Shell UK 

 Tom Reilly, Head of UK Government Relations, Shell UK 
 

 
Agenda 

1. Synergies of the energy and climate change agendas  
 

2. Progress on United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
discussions 

 
3. Methane and the Climate and Clean Air Coalition 

 
 
Attachments:  
 
Annex A: Biographies of Shell Attendees 
 
Annex B: Background and update on Shell’s Carbon Capture and Storage project at 
Peterhead (if needed) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Briefing: 
 
1. Synergies of the energy and climate change agendas  

(No briefing provided at the recommendation of your office) 
 

2. Progress on United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

discussions 

To Greg Barker  

From Jo Thompson (x1559), Strategic Relations Team, UKTI 

Greg Barker Meeting with Erik Bonino, Shell’s newly appointed UK 
Country Chair 

 
Thursday 12th June, 2014  

 
 

 



Lines to Take: 

 All countries in the UNFCCC have committed to negotiate, by 2015, a new global, 
legally binding deal, applicable to all nations, to come into force by 2020.  The 
negotiations are progressing - we are on track to deliver the deal on time.  
 

 We would like all countries to intensify domestic preparations for the new deal 
and as many countries as possible to be in a position to put forward contributions 
on post-2020 mitigation by the first quarter of 2015. 
 

 In Lima, we will need to make progress to agree the structure of the draft 
negotiating text for the 2015 agreement. 
 

 Although current commitments, pledges and activities do not go far enough to 
meet the internationally agreed long term goal of keeping temperature below 2 
degrees, the science suggests that it is possible to meet this target. As such the 
world is considering further viable options for increasing pre-2020 mitigation.  

 

 Welcome Shell’s commitment to CCS and their involvement in the Peterhead 

CCS project and progress being made on the FEED studies. 

 

 We, along with other leading countries on CCS, realise we need to do more to 

promote CCS as a technological solution that can make deep cuts in carbon 

emissions possible.  We need more leading players like Shell to be making the 

case for CCS too. Interested to hear what Shell is doing to promote the CCS 

message with the rest of the energy sector, other Governments and at 

international fora. 

3. Methane and the Climate and Clean Air Coalition 
 

Lines to Take: 

 This Partnership provides industry with a good platform to demonstrate that gas 
is part of the low carbon solution, and to demonstrate their leadership to investors 
and consumers 
 

 Ban Summit in September provides a perfect opportunity for Shell to sign up to 
the initiative and showcase their leadership on this agenda. 



Annex A: Biographies of Shell Attendees 
 
Erik Bonino, Executive Vice President of Global Solutions Downstream within 
Shell’s Projects & Technology (P&T) organisation and Country Chair of Shell 
UK 
 

 
Erik Bonino has been Executive Vice President of Global Solutions 
Downstream within Shell’s Projects & Technology (P&T) organisation 
and Chairman of Shell UK since April 1 2014. Erik had previously 
been Shell’s Executive Vice President of Project and Engineering 
Services within P&T since June 2008 with responsibility for the 
delivery of new production facilities, technology and technical support 
for operations in reliability and asset integrity. Erik holds a Master’s 

degree in Business Administration from the Cranfield School of Management and a 
Bachelor’s of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from Southampton University. 
He joined Shell in 2002 following 18 years in the oil and gas industry, first as design 
engineer in major projects and then in consulting as Vice President Energy & Utilities 
at Cap Gemini Ernst & Young. 
 
[Redacted under EIRs 12(3)] 
 
Annex B: Background of Shell Carbon Capture and Storage 
 

 In February 2014, the Prime Minister and Secretary of State signed contracts with 
Shell for the production of Front End Engineering and Design (FEED) studies to 
take their CCS project into the next stage of development.  

 The Peterhead Project in Aberdeenshire, is one of two projects selected in the 
£1bn CCS Competition and is one of the Government’s Top 40 Infrastructure 
Projects.  

 The project proposes to establish the world’s first gas CCS project - capturing 
around one million tonnes a year of carbon dioxide (CO2) from SSE’s power 
station at Peterhead before transporting it and storing it in a depleted gas field 
beneath the North Sea.  The project involves Shell with strategic support from 
SSE. 

 By demonstrating CCS at the gas-fired Peterhead Power Station and in the 
Goldeneye reservoir, the project could prevent up to 10 million tonnes of CO2 
being released into the atmosphere over a ten-year period. 

 The Peterhead CCS Project is particularly well-placed to progress as a significant 
proportion of the infrastructure needed is already in place. The power station at 
Peterhead provides a large existing source of CO2 emissions. It lies close to 
available offshore pipelines that can safely transport the CO2 to the depleted 
Goldeneye gas reservoir, some 100km from shore. 

 

 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

From: Read-Leah Ro (Energy Strategy Networks and Markets)  
Sent: 05 June 2014 17:52 

To: Thomas.Reilly@shell.com 
Cc: Holyoak Jonathan (International Energy EU & Resilience); joanna.thompson@ukti.gsi.gov.uk; 

Riley Tom (Energy Strategy Networks and Markets) 

Subject: RE: Meeting between Greg Barker and Eric Bonino next week 

 
Hi Thom, 
I spoke to Minister Barker’s office and have asked them to ring you to chat about this. I hope they 
will do so shortly. 
I am sorry but I am now out of the office for a few weeks but I am hopeful that Jo and Jonathan will 
be able to assist you and the office to come to a resolution. 
Thanks, 
Ro. 
 

 

Rosalind Read-Leah 
Policy Adviser, Domestic Energy Security 
E: Rosalind.Read-Leah@decc.gsi.gov.uk T: 0300 068 2883 

Follow us on Twitter.com/DECCgovuk  

 
 
From: Thomas.Reilly@shell.com [mailto:Thomas.Reilly@shell.com]  

Sent: 05 June 2014 17:49 

To: Read-Leah Ro (Energy Strategy Networks and Markets) 
Cc: Holyoak Jonathan (International Energy EU & Resilience); joanna.thompson@ukti.gsi.gov.uk; 

Riley Tom (Energy Strategy Networks and Markets) 
Subject: RE: Meeting between Greg Barker and Eric Bonino next week 

 
Ro, 
 
We spoke. 
 
I am keen that the meeting with Minister Barker remains a substantive meeting.  There are a 
number of live issues to discuss. 
 
As we discussed, if Minister Barker can only spare 25 minutes, then I am afraid that I will not be 
able to advise Shell’s Country Chair that it is worth his while.  Whilst we do not need an hour, I 
think that a 45 minute meeting will be required to get through the topics I raised in my previous 
e-mail.  I would be more than happy to make these points direct to minister Barker’s office, but 
wanted to check with you before doing so, whether your conversations with his office today had 
been productive. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Thomas Reilly  
Head of Government Relations,  
Shell, UK 
Shell Centre – 2437A 
London SE1 7NA 
 
Tel:   +44 (0) 207 934 1289  
Mob: +44 (0) 7805 768 440 
Fax: +44 (0) 207 934 7927 

mailto:Rosalind.Read-Leah@decc.gsi.gov.uk
https://twitter.com/DECCgovuk
mailto:Thomas.Reilly@shell.com
mailto:Thomas.Reilly@shell.com
mailto:joanna.thompson@ukti.gsi.gov.uk


Email: Thomas.Reilly@shell.com 
Internet: http://www.shell.com 
Assistant: Hasmita.Hirani@shell.com 020 7934 8347 

 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: Read-Leah Ro (Energy Strategy Networks and Markets)  

Sent: 05 June 2014 13:19 

To: Thomas.Reilly@shell.com 
Subject: RE: Meeting between Greg Barker and Eric Bonino next week 

 
Thanks Thom, received! 
Ro. 
 

 

Rosalind Read-Leah 
Policy Adviser, Domestic Energy Security 
E: Rosalind.Read-Leah@decc.gsi.gov.uk T: 0300 068 2883 

Follow us on Twitter.com/DECCgovuk  

 
 
From: Thomas.Reilly@shell.com [mailto:Thomas.Reilly@shell.com]  
Sent: 05 June 2014 13:18 

To: Read-Leah Ro (Energy Strategy Networks and Markets) 
Cc: Holyoak Jonathan (International Energy EU & Resilience); joanna.thompson@ukti.gsi.gov.uk; 

Riley Tom (Energy Strategy Networks and Markets); Richard.Crossick@shell.com; 

Charlotte.C.Gibson@shell.com; Hasmita.Hirani@shell.com; Steven.Schofield@shell.com; 
Claire.Swadkin@shell.com; P.Wickenden@shell.com 

Subject: RE: Meeting between Greg Barker and Eric Bonino next week 

 
Ro, 
 
Many thanks for your e-mail and apologies for the delay in replying. 
 
As well as a get to know you, there are a couple of specific items it would be good to raise: 
 

- Help Erik begin to understand how energy and climate change fit together and the role 
that HMG sees energy majors (such as Shell) playing: this is essentially and educational 
opportunity for Erik, since he is new to this theme; 

- Discuss UNFCCC (in particular carbon pricing and CCS); 
- EMR and the carbon price floor; and 
- EU ETS and FQD 

 
In addition, we would like to discuss India in Minister Barker’s role as Trade Minister. 
 
Hope this helps. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Thomas Reilly  
Head of Government Relations,  
Shell, UK 
Shell Centre – 2437A 
London SE1 7NA 
 

mailto:Thomas.Reilly@shell.com
http://www.shell.com/
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mailto:Claire.Swadkin@shell.com
mailto:P.Wickenden@shell.com


Tel:   +44 (0) 207 934 1289  
Mob: +44 (0) 7805 768 440 
Fax: +44 (0) 207 934 7927 
Email: Thomas.Reilly@shell.com 
Internet: http://www.shell.com 
Assistant: Hasmita.Hirani@shell.com 020 7934 8347 

 
 
From: Read-Leah Ro (Energy Strategy Networks and Markets) [mailto:rosalind.read-
leah@decc.gsi.gov.uk]  

Sent: 04 June 2014 15:11 

To: Reilly, Thomas SI-GRI 
Cc: Holyoak Jonathan (International Energy EU & Resilience); Thompson Jo (UKTI SRM); Riley Tom 

(Energy Strategy Networks and Markets) 
Subject: Meeting between Greg Barker and Eric Bonino next week 

 
Hi Thom, 
Hope the exam went well? 
 
We spoke about this meeting and I’m just sending you a reminder e-mail as requested regarding the 
things Eric is hoping to get out of it. You said you would send me an e-mail first thing on Thursday 5th 
June. 
 
I’ve spoken to Greg’s office and they had it down as a “get to know you” meeting so they may 
shorten the meeting from its currently billed 45 minutes but even so, that should leave the agenda 
open to what Shell would like to raise.  
 
Hope that is OK and if you want to chat about anything, please give me a bell. 
Thanks, 
Ro. 
 
 

 

Rosalind Read-Leah 
Policy Adviser, Domestic Energy Security 
E: Rosalind.Read-Leah@decc.gsi.gov.uk T: 0300 068 2883 

Follow us on Twitter.com/DECCgovuk  

 

 
Find out more about the Scottish Referendum  

Follow us on Twitter: @youdecide2014   
Get in the Know on Facebook and LinkedIn  
www.gov.uk/scottishreferendum  

 

 

 

 

 
From: Richard.Crossick@shell.com [mailto:Richard.Crossick@shell.com]  
Sent: 12 May 2014 18:02 

To: PS Gregory Barker (DECC) 

Cc: Allen Maria (DECC Private Office Group) 
Subject: Suggestion for meeting between Rt Hon Greg Barker and new Shell UK Country Chair 
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Dear Private Office, 
 
We would very much like to introduce Shell’s new UK Chairman, Erik Bonino, to Mr Barker. Erik was 
appointed on 1st April 2014 to this role as UK Chairman, in which he is responsible for representing 
Shell’s UK business interests and reports directly to the CEO Ben van Beurden. Erik’s biography can 
be found at http://www.shell.co.uk/gbr/aboutshell/who-we-are-tpkg/leadership/erik-bonino.html 
.   I know that Mr Barker met with the last Shell UK Chair – Ed Daniels – on a number of occasions 
and I hope that he found the meetings useful. 
 
If the Minister would be amenable to a meeting we thought it may be helpful to get the ball rolling 
and offer some dates: 
9/6 a.m. 
10/6 p.m. 
11/6 a.m. 
13/6 
16/6 a.m. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you if any of these may be possible. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Richard 
 
 

Richard Crossick  
Government Relations Researcher  
Shell International Limited  
Shell Centre, London SE1 7NA, United Kingdom  

Tel:                        +44 (0)20 7934 4867  
Mob:                     +44 (0)7929 059 675 
Email:                    richard.crossick@shell.com 
Internet:               http://www.shell.com  
 
 

http://www.shell.co.uk/gbr/aboutshell/who-we-are-tpkg/leadership/erik-bonino.html
mailto:richard.crossick@shell.com
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