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Amted States Senate

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE.
ND TRANSPORTATION
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-5125

May 11,2015

Mr. Melvin Carraway
Acting Administrator
Transportation Security Administration A
U.S. Department of Homeland Security

601 12th Street South A \ N
Atlington, Virginia 22202 \

Dear Mr. Carraway: o~ Nx g~
On March 17, 2015, we wrote (0 you regarding e of incidents and security lapses involving
the use of Secure Identification Displa( Arch (SI7) Badges that can be used o gain acec5540
secure areas at domestic airpusts. Vi asked you to provide, amorg other thinzs, deailed
information about smg/bmges hat ure lost, missing, or ofherwisc unaccounicd lor. Members
of the Commilttee als ?.Md Wi isste at an April 147201 hearing reg irding reauthorization
of the Federal Aiatiosdrinirdtion. A~ N

> ?

I PoupAsTieén eshefise dated April 1, 2075, youstaied {at the TSA does not issue or manage
idecfication media such as SIDA badges i et this responsibilty fall to irport operators.
Securding o your response, the Tole-cf the 'S\ is instead (o set regulatory standards for the
\mplecitation of security meadures at i rports, including personnel identification systems, and
40 take civil enforeenei dions Such.s the imposition of fines for violations of these standards.

" Noualso stated thel the TSA does 111 aintain a record of airport identification media that are

lost or ungeeounter! for.
gl N~

I shigyt ‘U rasporise We received raises more questions than it answers, and we ask that you
reshond todhe ) lowing questions:

Please explain further the requirements and procedures by which airport
operators report o TSA pursuant to applicable regulatory requirements and
security dircctives on personnel identification systems. and the mechanisms
by which TSA conducts and maintains its oversight of airport operators under
these regulations and directives. If the agency does not maintain a record of
the number of badges unaccounted for at airports, how does TSA adequately
monitor compliance and performance of airport operators, identify airports
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with persistentproblems, and initiate remediation efforts like additional
training and random screcning?

Has the TSA imposed any fines or conducted any enforcement actions
pursuant to the rules discussed above in the last ten years? If so, for each
enforcement action taken, describe the incident or incidents that justified
enforcement at a particular airpori(s) and the nature of the enforcement action
taken, including the amount of any fines assessed.

TSA regulations, codified at 49 CFR § 1542.211(2)(3) fequc that irgort
operators” personnel identification systems include procedires’ (o ensure
accountability through reporting of lost or stdlen identificarion saedia and
auditing of the system at least once a year and-maintenance of those records
for one year.

w

a What,ifany, specific procedurés 0 IS Acreqiire for airport opericfy &
report lost or stolen SIDA-badges (0 PSA?

b, Do airport opCrators” submii the-results of their compreh¢nsive ook
audits 10 TSAY

e 1f not. how-san TSA"canduct effective prersight of the security of the
SIDA Kadge systern without this information

TSA Security directives require’
Thedia I Tore than five perceit
el (e time of an audit,_——.
¢ 2/ How does TSA_defersmilie il dirports reach this percentage threshold?
Does the-agency rely on airport operators to proactively report such an

N evept?
b, Why s this five percerit threshold appropriate from a security perspective
~and how did TSA arrive at this amount?

irpore_operators o’ reissuc identification
f SITA badges are lost or unaccounted for at

Hias TSA ever required an airport operator (o reissue SIDA badges because
thef operator reached the five percent threshold? If so, please provide a list of
cach instance in the last ten years in which an operator has reissued all
identification media, as well as the information the operator provided to the
TSA about the circumstances that triggered the badge reissuance.
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Please provide your responses as soon as possible, but by no later than May 21, 2015. The
Committee is making this request pursuant o its authority under Senate Rules XXV and XXVI.
“Thank you for your prompt attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,
q@f_ &l
JOHN THUNE N
Chairman
KLY %orrs 7 /7\m ATANTWELL

hair
Submmmmcc on Aviation Operations, ™~
Safety, and Security

Subcommittee on Aviatiof! Opdratiofs”
Safety, and Security
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