
 
                                                          GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
 

  
886 McKinley Ave.  
Columbus, Ohio 43222 
Phone: 614.228.1029 Fax: 614.228.7065 
 

 

February 13, 2015 
 
 
Contact:  
John Householder 
Assistant Vice President 
jdh@kokosing.biz 
(614) 228-1029 
 
 
MEDIA STATEMENT FROM WM. BRIAN BURGETT, CEO, KOKOSING 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC.  
 
Today, we learned some preliminary findings from our internal investigation of our 
demolition plans of the Hopple St. Ramp Bridge accident. Those findings unfortunately 
lead us to conclude that Kokosing Construction made an engineering mistake that may 
have been a contributing factor to the collapse of the bridge and the subsequent death 
of our colleague, Brandon Carl. I have personally reached out to Brandon’s fiancé, 
Kendra, to share this information. I am very sorry, and all of us are deeply troubled by 
these findings.  
 
We have shared the results of our preliminary findings with OSHA and ODOT. We want 
to assist them in every way we can with their investigations, which are ongoing. We now 
need to do everything in our power to make sure a tragedy like this never happens 
again.   
 
To that end, we have hired an outside engineering firm, Janssen & Spaans, to prepare 
designs for our future bridge demolition projects. Kokosing’s professional engineering 
team will conduct an independent review of those plans so that two companies will have 
to agree before we proceed with demolition in the future.  
 
While nothing we do can change the events that happened on January 19, we are 
taking this additional step to improve the safety of all of our workers and everyone 
impacted by the construction work we do. That is my personal commitment, and that is 
the commitment of each and every one of us at Kokosing Construction.   
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