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Record 61.8 million U.S. Residents Speak 
Foreign Language at Home  

One in five speaks language other than English; 
Spanish, Chinese & Arabic speakers grew most since 2010 

 WASHINGTON, D.C. (October 6, 2014) —Nearly 62 million U.S. residents now speak a 
language other than English at home — an all-time high. A new report by the Center for 
Immigration Studies, based on recently released data from the Census Bureau’s 2013 
American Community Survey, shows that one in five U.S. residents over age four speaks a 
foreign language at home. The number of foreign language speakers grew 2.2 million since 
2010. This growth was driven almost entirely by an increase in Spanish, Chinese, and Arabic 
speakers. 

“It is important to understand that the enormous growth in foreign language use reflects 
past policy decisions.  Allowing in over one million new legal immigrants a year and to a 
lesser extent tolerating illegal immigration has important implication for preserving a 
common language,” said Steven Camarota, the Center's Director of Research and 
co-author of the report.   “For too long we have given little consider to whether continuing 
this level of immigration, mostly legal, hinder the assimilation of immigrants and their 
children.” 

View the entire report at: 
http://cis.org/record-one-in-five-us-residents-speaks-language-other-than-english-at-home 

Among the findings: 

 • In 2013 a record 61.8 million all U.S. residents (native-born, legal immigrants, and illegal 
immigrants) spoke a language other than English at home.  

 • The number of foreign-language speakers increased 2.2 million between 2010 and 2013. 
It has grown by nearly 15 million (32 percent) since 2000 and by almost 30 million since 
1990 (94 percent). 

 • The largest increases 2010 to 2013 were for speakers of Spanish (up 1.4 million, 4 
percent growth), Chinese (up 220,000, 8 percent growth), Arabic (up 188,000, 22 percent 
growth), and Urdu (up 50,000, 13 percent growth). Urdu is the national language of 
Pakistan. 
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 • Languages with more than a million speakers in 2013 were Spanish (38.4 million), Chinese 
(three million), Tagalog (1.6 million), Vietnamese (1.4 million), French (1.3 million), and 
Korean and Arabic (1.1million each). Tagalog is the national language of the Philippines.  

 • The percentage of the U.S. population speaking a language other than English at home 
was 21 percent in 2013, a slight increase over 2010. In 2000, the share was 18 percent; in 
1990 it was 14 percent; it was 11 percent in 1980.  

 • Of the school age (5 to 17) nationally, more than one in five speaks a foreign language at home. 
It is 45 percent in California and roughly one in three students in Texas, Nevada and New York. But 
more surprisingly it is now one in seven students in Georgia, North Carolina, Virginia, Nebraska and 
Delaware; and one out of eight students in Kansas, Utah, Minnesota and Idaho. 

 • Many of those who speak a foreign language at home are not immigrants. Of the nearly 
62 million foreign-language speakers, 44 percent (27.2 million) were born in the United 
States. 

 • Of those who speak a foreign language at home, 25.1 million (41 percent) told the 
Census Bureau that they speak English less than very well.  

 • States with the largest share of foreign-language speakers in 2013 include: California, 44 
percent; New Mexico, 36 percent; Texas 35 percent; New Jersey, 30 percent; Nevada, 30 
percent; New York, 30 percent; Florida, 27 percent; Arizona, 27 percent; Hawaii, 25 percent; 
Illinois, 23 percent; Massachusetts, 22 percent, Connecticut, 22 percent; and Rhode Island, 
21 percent. 

 • States with the largest percentage increases in foreign-language speakers 2010 to 2013 
were: North Dakota, up 13 percent; Oklahoma, up 11 percent; Nevada, up 10 percent, New 
Hampshire, up 8 percent; Idaho, up 8 percent, Georgia, up 7 percent; Washington, up 7 
percent; Oregon, up 6 percent; Massachusetts, up 6 percent; Kentucky, up 6 percent; 
Maryland, up 5 percent; and North Carolina, up 5 percent. 

 • Taking a longer view, states with the largest percentage increase in foreign-language 
speakers 2000 to 2013 were: Nevada, up 85 percent; North Carolina, up 69 percent; 
Georgia, up 69 percent; Washington, up 60 percent; South Carolina, up 57 percent; Virginia, 
up 57 percent; Tennessee, up 54 percent; Arkansas, up 54 percent; Maryland, up 52 
percent; Delaware, up 52 percent; Oklahoma, up 48 percent; Utah, up 47 percent; Idaho, up 
47 percent; Nebraska, up 46 percent; Florida, up 46 percent; Alabama, up 43 percent; Texas, 
up 42 percent; Oregon, up 42 percent; and Kentucky, up 39 percent. 

# # # 

The Center for Immigration Studies is an independent, non-partisan, non-profit research 

organization founded in 1985. It is the nation's only think tank devoted exclusively to 



research and policy analysis of the economic, social, demographic, fiscal, and other 

impacts of immigration on the United States. 

 


