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- The White House

Washington-

October 8, 1981

- Dear Mr. President:

‘. 3
- I have just received the two letters from

you which were kindly delivered by your Minister

of Foreign Affairs. I am highly appreciative of your

- optimistic assessment of relations between the ROK

and the U.S. and agree with it fully. I have heard

very positive reports of your trip through the ASEAN

countries, and thank you for the helpful role you

performed during these visits.

I am highly appreciative of your kind invitation
to visit the ROK during 1982, a highly symbolic year
in terms of Korean-American relations. As I think
you are aware, I have not yet undertaken any
elaborate foreign travel and am hesitant to do so
until matters of first priority, such as stimulation

of the economy, have been accomplished. _My plans

for 1982 have not yet been drawn up but please be
assured that I am touched by your invitation and will
giveiit the fullest possible consideration.

It was my pleasure to receive the credentials
of Ambassador Lew last month. I am happy to see such
.2 well-gualified man . serving as your representative
in Washington. With able men such as the Ambassador
and Foreign Minister Lho in key positions, I view
the future of our relations with great confidence.

_ Nancy and I recall with great pleasure your
visit in February and the warm and friendly spirit
which filled the White House at that time.

With warm personal regard,

Sincerely, (iO()@

-

Ronald Reagan
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IF THE PRESIDENT TAKES A FAR EASTERN TRIP IN 1583, A POSSIBILITY IN LATE WINTER
OR EARLY SPRING. JAPAN WILL BE ON IIIS ITINERARY, ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS HAVE

DISCLOSED. BUT THEY SAY THIS TRIP, WHICH WOULD INCLUDE A VISIT TO KOREA, IS STILL
IN THE DISCUSSION STATES.

THE KOREAN FOREIGN MINISTRY ANNOUNCED IN SEOUL LAST WEEK THAT REAGAN WOULD
VISIT KOREA. A SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL SAID SUBSEQUENTLY THAT NO PROMISE
é% BEEN MADE BUT CONFIRMED THAT KOREA HAS ISSUED AN UNOFFICIAL 1NV1$%10N AND
THAT U.S. OFFICIALS HAVE TOLD KOREA THAT THE PRESILENT WOULD LIKE TO MAKE THE
TRIP SOMETIME.

| vTHE FAR EASTERN TRIP, IF IT COMES, DEFINITELY WILL NOT INCLUDE A JOURNEY TO

CHINA, THESE OFFICIALS SAY. THEY BELIEVE CHINESE LEADERS SHOULD COME TO WASHINGTON

FIRST.
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KOREA-PRESIDENTIAL TRAVEL

Q : ACCORDING TO A PRESS REPORT, PRESIDENT REAGAN WILL
VISIT THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA NEXT YEAR. IS THAT TRUE ?

A : THERE ARE NO SPECIFIC PLANS AT THIS TIME TO VISIT
THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA.

Q : WHAT ABOUT OTHER COUNTRIES ?

A : NO PLANS AT THIS TIME.
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