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540.14 General correspondence i

(@) Institution staff shall open and inspect all incoming general correspondence.
Incoming general correspondence may be read as frequently as deemed
necessary to maintain security or monitor a particular problem confronting an
inmate.
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(c) (1) Outgoing mail from a sentenced inmate in a minimum or low security level

| institution may be sealed by the inmate and, except as provided for in paragraphs

(c)(1)(i) through (iv) of this section, is sent out unopened and uninspected. Staff
may open a sentenced inmate’s outgoing general correspondence:

[ (i) If there is reason to believe it would interfere with the orderly running of the
- institution, that it would be threatening to the recipient, or that it would facilitate
criminal activity;

(ii) If the inmate is on a restricted correspondence list;

(iii) If the correspondence is between inmates (see § 540.17); or

28 CFR § 540.17 refers to Section 9 of this Program Statement.

(iv) If the envelope has an incomplete return address.
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(d) The Warden may reject correspondence sent by or to an inmate if it is
determined detrimental to the security, good order, or discipline of the institution,
to the protection of the public, or if it might facilitate criminal activity.
Correspondence which may be rejected by a Warden includes, but is not limited
to, correspondence which contains any of the following:

(1) Matter which is nonmailable under law or postal regulations;

‘ (2) Matter which depicts, describes, or encourages activities which may lead to

the use of physical violence or group disruption;

This includes any printed material individually identified as placing that inmate, another inmate, or
staff at risk of assault or other safety concerns.



(3) Information of escape plots, of plans to commit illegal activities, or to violate

- Bureau rules or institution guidelines;

~ (4) Direction of an inmate’s business (See § 541.13, Prohibited Act No. 408). An

inmate, unless a pre-trial detainee, may not direct a business while confined.

This does not, however, prohibit correspondence necessary to enable an inmate

" to protect property and funds that were legitimately the inmate’s at the time of

commitment. Thus, for example, an inmate may correspond about refinancing an
existing mortgage or sign insurance papers, but may not operate a mortgage or

~ insurance business while in the institution.

§ 541.13, Prohibited Act No. 408, refers to Chapter 4 of the Program Statement Inmate

Discipline and Special Housing Units.

(5) Threats, extortion, obscenity, or gratuitous profanity;
(6) A code;

(7) Sexually explicit material (for example, personal photographs) which by its
nature or content poses a threat to an individual’s personal safety or security, or

to institution good order; or

(8) Contraband. (See § 500.1 of t;is chapter. A 7package received without prior
authorization by the Warden is considered to be contraband.)
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3.7 DELIVERY

After all inspections are completed, re-close each letter (staple, tape, etc.), finish sorting, and
prepare for delivery as directed by local procedures. Caution will be taken when re-closing letters
with a stapler to ensure contents are not stapled. Incoming correspondence will be delivered daily
Monday through Friday. Delivery of letters may not be delayed and ordinarily will be made within
24 hours of receipt, excluding weekends and holidays.
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§ 540.18 Special mail.

(a) The Warden shall open incoming special mail only in the presence of the

inmate for inspection for physical contraband and the qualification of any
enclosures as special mail. The correspondence may not be read or copied if the

sender is adequately identified on the envelope, and the front of the envelope is

marked “Special Mail — Open only in the presence of the inmate”. pa—
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Inmate Systems Managers shall ensure that

copies of the instruction sheet for special mail handling of

incoming attorney-client correspondence are provided as admission

and orientation hand-outs and are placed in inmate housing areas,

attorney visiting rooms, and other locations accessible to

inmates.
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(b) Whoever, whether or not acting under color of law, b;f(;;;:e or threat of force w111ﬁ111; : i

injures, intimidates or interferes with, or attempts to injure, intimidate or interfere with--
(1) any person because he is or has been, or in order to intimidate such person or any other

person or any class of persons from-- e

~ (B) participating in or enjoying any benefit, service, Ig;ivilege, prbéfam facilit};; or activity
~provided or administered by the United States; 55

shall be fined under this title, or imprisoned not more than one year,
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§ 540.20 Inmate correspondence with representatives of the news media. i

Tt i news
(a) An inmate may write through “special mail” to representatives of the E

media specified by name or title (see § 540.2(b)).
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